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FOUNTAIN    OF    LIFE. 

SERMON    xxyvnL 

Wherein  four  weighty  Ends  of  Christ's  Humiliatioti 
are  opened^  and  particularly  applied^ 

Is  A.  liii.  2.  HeJbaUfee  the  travail  ^  his  fiul^  afdhtfaiis^. 

WE  are  now  anived  at  the  laft  particular  which  we  defign* 
ed  to  fpeak  to  tii  Q\ix\^\ftnie  cf  humUiatim^  aamelyi  the, 
difign$  and  blelTed  ends  for  which  he  was  ib  deeply  abafed.  It  is 
locoBiiftent  with  the  prudence  ofacoromoD  agent,  to  beat  vaft 
expeuces  of  time,  pains,. and  coft,  and  not  to  prdpound  to  him* 
felf  a  defign  worthy  of  all  thole  expences.  And  it  id  id]dcIi  left 
iuriginable,  that  Chrid  (houldfo  ftupendoufly  abafe  himfelf,  by 
ftoopiQg  from  the  bofom  of  his  Father  to  the  ft^tc  of  the  dead» 
where  our  laft  difconrfe  left  him,  if  there  had  nor  been  feme  ex-- 
ceiient,  and  glorious  thing  in  his  eye,  the  attainment  wherecrf',. 
might  give  him  a  content  and  fatisfaftion,  equivalent  to  all  the 
forrows,  and  abafements,  he  endared  for  it. 

And  fo  much  is  plainly  held  forth  in  this  fatpture»  **  He  (hall 
^  fee  the  travail  of  bis  (oiUt  and  be  fadsfied/'  In  which  Mrorda 
three  things  falT  under  our  confideration* 

firjl^  The  travailing  pangs  of  Chrift.  So  the  agonies  of  hit 
fonl,  and  torments  of  his  body  are  fitly  called>  not  only  becauie 
of  the  (harpnefs  and  acutenefs  of  them,  beiiig  in  that  refpc-A,  like 
birth-pangs  of  a  travailing  woman,  for  fo  this  *  word  fignifies,; 
but  alio  becauie  they  fore-run,  and  make  way  for  the  birth,  which 
abundantly  recompences  all  thofe  labours.  I  (hall  not  here  ifH 
fill  upon  d^  pangs  and  agonies  endordd  by  Chrift  in  the  ganden» 
or  upon  the  crois,  which  the  prophet  ftiles  **  the  travail  of  hia- 
*'  foal,**  having,  in  the  formef  fermoDS^  opened  it  largely  in  its 
pvticuiars,  but  pafs  to  the 

*  bDY,  u2if^«.  This  word  fignifiet  botb  the  birth  and  pito  attend* 
Lag  it.     Stfigel.- 

VOL.IL     ^  A 
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Second  ThiDg  confiderable  id  thefe  words ;  and  that  is  the 
affured  fruits  and  cfFefts  of  this  his  travail ;  he  Jball  fee  the' 
travail  of  his  foul.  By  feejtig,  uoderHaod  the  fruition,  ob- 
tainment,  or  enjoyment  of  the  end  of  his  fuflferings.  He  (halt 
not  (hed  his  blood  upon  an  hazard  :  his  defign  (hall  not  mif- 
carry ;  but  he  (hall  certainly  fee  the  ends  he  aiosed  at  acCom* 
pliflicd. 

And  Thirdly y  This  (hall  yield  him  great  fatisfaAion :  as  a 
"  woman  forgets  her  forrow,  for  joy  that  a  man  is  born  into 
"  the  world,"  John  xvi.  21.  he  (hall  fee  it,  and  ht  fatisjied. 
As  God,  when  he  had  finilhed  the  work  of  creation,  viewed 
that  his  work  with  pleafure  and  fatisfa£lion  ;  fo  doth  our  exal- 
ted Redeemer,  with  great  contentment,  behold  the  happy  iffues 

«bf  his  hard  fu^erings.  It  affords  pleafure  to  a  man  to  fee  great 
affairs,  by  orderly  conduft,  brought  to  happy  iflTues.  Much 
more  doth  it  yield  delight  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  to  fee  the  refults  of 

"that  moft  profound  wifdom  and  love,  wherein  he  carried  on  re- 

'  demption-work.    All  runs  into  this  doftriiie. 

-  Doft.  That  all  the  bleffed  deftgns  and  ends  for  'which  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  humbled  himfelf  to  the  death  of  the  crofSy  Jball 
certdinly  be  attained^  to  his  full  content  and  fatisfaStion. 

.  MY  prefcnt  bufinefs  Is  not  to  prove,  that  Chri(Hhal!  cer- 
tainly obtain  what  he  died  for ;  nor  to  open  the  great  fatisfa^li- 
on  and  pleafure  which  will  arife  to  him  out  of  thofc  iffues  of  his? 
death,  but  to  point  at  the  principal  ends  of  his  death  ;  making 
fome  brief  improvements  as  we  pafs  along. 

Firfiy  Then  let  us  enquire  into  the  defigns  and  ends  of 
Chrift's  humiliation,  at  lead  the  main  and  principal  ones ;  and 
we  (hall  find,  that  as  the  fprinkling  of.the  typical  blood  in  the^ 
Old  Telhiment  Was  done  for  four  weighty  ends  or  ufes,  an- 
fwerably*  the  precious  and  invaluable  blood  of  the  Teftator 
and  furety  of  the  New  Tedameat  is  (hed  for  four  weighty  ends 
alfo.      ' 

Birft,  That  blood  was  (hed  and  applied  to  deliver  frem  dan- 
ger ;  £xod.  xii.  13.  "  And  the  blood  (hall  he  to  you  for  » 
•*  f  token  upon  the  houfes  where  you  are ;  and  when  I  fee 
"  the  Wood,  I  will  pafs  over  you  :  and  the  plague  (hall  not  be 
•<  up6n  youy  to  deftroy  you  when  I  fmite  the  land  of  Egypt." 

t  The  Jews  implicitly  acknowledged  by  this  ceremony,  xhsnt  they 
were  to-  be  liberated  from  eternal  death  by  the  blood  of  the  Mei&aW 
Vatab. 
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I  Secondfyy  That  blood  was  fhed  to  make  an  atonement  htx^\%t 

j  Goi  and  the  pebple ;  Lev.  iv.  20.  •*  And  he  Jhall  do  with  the 

I  "  bullock  as  he  did  with  the  bullock  for  a  rm-offering ;  fo  (ball 

I  ^*  he  do  with  this ;  and  the  prieft  (hall  make  an  atonement  for 

f  **  them,  and  it  (hall  be  forgiVen  them." 

Thirdly ^  That  blood  was  (bed  to  purify  perfons  from  their 
ceremoniai  pollutions.  Lev.  xiv.  6.  7.  '*  He  (halidip  the  cedar 
*'  wood,  and  fcarlet,  and  hyflbp,  with  the  living  bird,  in  tHc 
^*  blood  6S  the;  bird  that  was4cit}ed  over  the  running  water,  and 
**  he  (hall  fprinkle  upon  him  that  is  to  be  deanijsd  from  the 
^'  leprofy  (even  times*;  and , (hall  pronounce  him  clean,  anjd 
♦'  (hall  let  the  living  bird  loofe  in  the  open  field," 

Fourthly y  That  f  blood  was  (bed  to  ratify  and  confirm  the 
teftament  or  Covenant  of  God  with  the  people,  Exod.  xxiv.  8. 
**  And  Mofes  took  the  blood,  and  fprinkled  it  on  the  people  and 
**  faid,  behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  which  the  Lord  hath 
"  made  with  you  concerning  all  thefe  words."  Thefe  were  the 
four  main  ends  for  (bedding,  and  fpnnkling  that  typical  blood. 
Suitably,  there  are  four  principal  ends  for  (liedding  and  applyinir 
Chrift's  blood.  As  that  typical  blood  was  (bed  to  deliver  from 
danger,  fo  this  was  (lied  to  deliver  from  wrath,  even  the  wrath 
tDcome.  That  was  (bed  to  make  an  atonement,  fo  was  this* 
That  was  (hed  to  purify  perfons  from  undeannefs,  fo  was  this. 
That  was  (hed  to  confirm  the  Teftament,  fo  was  this.  As  will 
appear  in  the  following  particulars  more  at  Urge. 

^^rji>  One  principal  defign  and  end  of  fticdding  the  blood  oif 
Chrifl  was  to  deliver  his  people  front  danger  ^  the  danger  of  that 
lurath  which  bums  down  to  the  hwe/i  helL  So  you  find,  i  ThcfT, 
i.  10.  "  Even  Jefus  who  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come/* 
Here  our  mifery  is  both  ^^rj^i^icf  and  aggravated.  Specified,  ia 
calling  it  wrath,  a  word  of  deep  and  dreadful  fignificatioo. 
The  dagined  bcft  underftand  the  importance  of  that  word.  And 
aggravated^  in  calling  it  wrath  to  come,  or  coming  wrath. 
Wnjth  to  come  implies  both  the  futurity  and  perpetuity  of  this 
wrath.  It  is  wrath  that  (hall  certainly  and  mevitably  come  tipoQ 
finners.  As  (wt  as  the  night  follows  the  day.  As  fure  as  the 
winter  follows  the  fummer,  fo  fl^all  wrath  follow  fm,  and  the 
ple^fures  thereof.  Yea,  it  is  not  only  certainly  future,  but  whed 
.  •  A-2  '       '    ^'   ••        ■ 

^  \  .         .  .  '  *;■  -  ,      '  " 

jl  *  Seven  limes ,  Signifies  perfe<5l  expiation  ;  this  number  was  con- 

,    (ecrated  to  denote  perfe^ion.     Men^ch,        '  *  / 

t  T\it  Jhedding  zn^  fprinkling  of  blood  figm&tfi  tTiat  the  envenant 
voqld  be  fi^re  and  (table,  <;ren  with  |he  hazard  of  life.     Rivet. 


it  cornea  It  will  bcabidiog  wrath,  or  wrath  fliU  commg.  .  When 
millions  of  years  aod  ages  are  paft  and  gooe,  this  willftiUbc 
^ratk  to  come.    Ever  comtog  as  a  ri?er  ever  flowing^ 

Now,  from  this  vnrath  U  come^  hath  Jefus  delivered  his 
^opleby  his  death.  For  that  was  the  price  laid  down  for  their 
^redemptitm  from  the  wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God^  Rom. 
V.  9.  <*  Much  more  then  being  juAified  by  his  blood,  we  ihall 
•Vbe  faved.from  wrath  through  him."  The  blood  of  Jcfiis 
was  the  price  that  ranComed  man  from  this  wrath.  And  it  was 
.  Ihed  not  only  to  deliver  them  from  -wraih  t^  cmne,  but  to  deli<« 
irer  them  freely,  fully,  diAinguifliingly,  and  wonderfully  from 
it. 

Firfi,  Freely^  by  his  own  VQlontary  interpofition  and  fwfcep* 
tion  of  the  mediatorial  office^  moved .  thereunto  by  hi$  owa 
bowels  of  eompajffion ;  which  yearned. ever  his  eleA  in  their 
snifery  %.  The  faints  were  once  a  loft  generation,  that  had 
.  jbld  themfelves,  and  their  inheritance  alfo ;  and  had  not  where- 
withal to  redeem  dtfaer :  but  they  had  a  near  kinirnan  (even 
their  elder  brother  by  the  mother's  fide)  to  whom  the  right  of 
redemption  did  belong;  who  being  a  mighty  man  of  wealthy 
the  heir  of  all  things,  undertook  to  be  their  jGoeU;  and  out  of 
bis  own  proper  fubftance  ,to  redeem  both  them  and  their  inheri- 
tance. Them  to  be  his  own  inheritance,  Eph.  u  10.  And 
^beaven  to  be  theirs,  i  Pet.  i.  4.  AU  this  he  did  moft  freely* 
Whed  none  made  fupplication  to  him^  No  fighing  of  the  pri- 
•ibner^  came  before  him.  He  defigned  it  for  us  before  we  had. 
^  being.  And  when  th^  purpofes  of  his  grace  were  copse  ta 
their  prturient  fulnefs^  ^en  did  he  freely  lay  out  the  infinite 
treafurcsof  his  blood  to  purchafe  our  deliverance  from  wrath. 

S^cmJfyf  Chri(H!>yde.ath  hath  delivered  his  people /«//k.  A 
foil  deliverance  it  is,  both  in  refpeft  of  time  and  degrees,  A 
full  deliverance  in  refpcA  of  tinu.  It  was  not  ^l  reprieve,  but  a 
deliveranet.  He  thought  it  not  worth  the  (hedding  of  his  blood 
to  refpittt  the  execution  for  a  while.  Nay,  in  the  procurement 
pf  their  eternal  deliverance  from  M^ratb,  and  in  the  pnrchafe  of 
their  eternal  inheritance,  he  hath  but  an  even  bargain,  not  a 
Jot  more  than  his  blood  was  worth.  Therefore  is  he  become 
**  the  author  of  (eternal  falvation)  to  them  that  ob^y  him,*" 
Beb.  V.  9.  And  as  it  is  full  in  refpeft  of  ti^^  fo  likewife  in 
refpeft  of  degrees,  ,  He  died  not  to  procHi4  a  mitigation  or 
abatement  of  the  rigour  or  fevcrity  of  the  (clatence,  but  tore- 
|cue  his  people  fully  from  all  decrees  of  wifath.    So,  that  ihm 

♦  5fe  W.  Cafc*^  Mpunt  lPifj|ab,,j.  84^ 
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Js  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  id  Chrid/Rom.  vHi.  i. 
All  the  wrath  of  God  to  the.  laft  drop,  was  fqaee.zed  out  into 
.'that  bitter  cup  which  Chrift  drank  off,  and  wrung  ont  the  very 
dregs  thereof.  . 

Thirdfy^  This-dcHvcrancc  obtained  for  us  by  the  death  of 
Chrtft,  is  a  fpecial  and  diflinguiQiing  deliverance.  Not  com- 
mon taall,  but  pectiiiar  to  fome ;  and  they  by  nature  no  better 
than  thole  that  are  left  under  wrath.  Yea,  as  to  natural  difpo- 
£don,  iDorai  qualifications,  and  external  endowments,  oftentimes 
far  inferior  to  them  that  perifh.  How  ^ften  do  wc  find  a  moral 
Hghteoufnefs,  an  harmlefs  innocency ,  a  pretty  ingenuity,  a  readi- 
.Bei$»to  all  offices  oi  love ;  in  them  that  are  notwithdandlng  left 
.under  the  dominioi^  of  other  lufts,  and  under  the  damning  fon* 
fence  of  the  law ;  wlnlff ,  on  the  other  fide,  proud,  peevifti,  len- 
fbai,  moroie,  and  unpoli(hed  natures,  are  chofen  to  be  the  fub* 
jedsof  this  lalvation.  "Yon  fee  your  calling,  brethren,"  1  Cor. 
i.  26. 

Fourthly t  and  lajlly^  It  is  a  ijuonderful  falvation.  It  would 
weary  the  arm  of  an  angel  to  write  down  ^11  the  wonders  that 
are  in  this  falvation.  That  ever  fnch  a  defign  fhould  be  laid, 
ftch  a  projeft  of  grace  contrived  in  the  heart  of  God,  who 
might  have  Inffered  the  whole  fpecies  t©  perifti.  That  it  (hould 
only  concern  man,  and  not  the  angels,  by  nature  more  excei* 
Jent  than  us  ;  that  Chrifl  (hould  be  pitched  upon  to  go  forth 
upon  this  glorious  defign.  That  he  fhould  eSt&  it  in  fuch  a 
.way,  by  taking  our  nature  and  fiiftering  the  penalty  of  the 
law  therein.  That  our  deliverance  ftiould  be  wrought  out 
and  finiftied  when  the  Redeemer  and  his  defign  feemed  both  to 
be  )xA  and  periflied.  Thefe  With  many  more  are  fuch  won- 
ders as  will  take  up  eternity  itfelf  to  iearch,  admire,  and  adore 
them. 

Before  I  part  from  this  firft  end  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  give  me 
leave  to  deduce  two  ufeful  corollaries  from  it,  and  then  proceed 
to  a  fecond 

CorolL  1.  Hath  Chrift  by  death  delivered  his  people  from  the 
wrath  to  come  ?  How  ingrate  and  difingenuous  a  thing  muft  if  he 
thtnfar  thofe  that  have  ohtainedfuch  a  deliverance  as  this ,  to  re- 
fine and  grudge  at  thofe  light  affliEHons  they  fiffer  for  a  moment  u- 
•fm  Chrift* s  account  in  this  ivorld  ! 

Alas!   What  are  thefe  fufFerings,  that  wc  flxonld  gmdge  at 

them  ?  Are  they  like  thofe  which  the  Redeemer  fnffercd*for  ouf 

!        deliverance  ?  Did  ever  any  of  us  endure  for  him  what  he  en- 

«i       Jurcd  for  ns  ?  Or  is  there  any  thing  you  can  fuftcr  for  Chrift  m 

itbis  world;  comparable  to  this  vjrath  to  ram^/ which  you  m»ik 
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have  cndnred,  had  he  not,  by  the  price  of  his  own  blood  refipued 
you  from  it. 

Reader^  wilt  thou  but  make  the  comparifon  ia 
Compare^         thine  own  thoughts,  in  the  following  particulars, 
and  then  pronounce  when  thou  haft  duly  com- 
pared. 

Firfi, ,  What  is  the  wrath  of  man  to  the  wrath 
The  Natures,   of  God  ?  What  is  the  arm  of  a  creature  to  the 
anger  of  a  Deity  ?  Can  man  thunder  with  an  arm 
like  God  ? 

Secondly,  What  are  the  fufferings  of  the  vile 
SuhjeEfs.        body  here,  to  the  tortures  of  a  foul  and  body"  in 
%  hell  ?  The  torments  of  the  foul  are  the  very  foul 

of  torments. 

Thirdly,  What  are  the  troubles  of  a  moment 
Duration.        to  that  wrath,  which,  after  millions  of  years  arc 
gone,    will  ftill   be  called  ivrath  to  come?    Q 
what  compare  betwixt  a  point  of  hafty  time,  and  the  intermi- 
nable duration  of  vaft  eternity .? 

Fourthly,  What  compare  is  there  betwixt  the 
Continuity,  intermitting  forrows  and  .fufferings  of  this  life, 
and  the  continued  uninterrupted  wrath  to  come  ? 
Our  troubles  here  are  not  conftant,  there  are  gracious  relaxa- 
tions, lucid  intervals  here;  but  the  wrath  to  come  allows  not  st 
moment's  eafe  or  mitigation. 

Fifthly,  What  light  and  eafy  troubles  are  thofe, 
Dejtgns*  which,  being  put  into  the  rank  and  order  of  adju- 
vant caufes,  work  under  the  influence  and  blcfling 
of  the  firft  caufe,  to  the  everlafting  good  of  them  that  love  God, 
compared  with  that  vjrath  to  come,  out  of  which  nb  good  clefts 
or  iftacs  are  poffible  to  proceed  to  the  fouls  on  which  it  lies  ? 

Sixthly,  ajid  Lajtly,  How  much  more  comfort- 
jfndcQmpa'  able  is  it,  to  fuffer  in  fellowfhip  with  ChrifV  and 
nions.  his  faints  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  than  to  fuffer 

with  devils  and  reprobsites  for  wickednefs  fake  ? 
Griidgc  not  then,  O  ye  that  are  delivered  by  Jtfus  from  wrath 
to  come,  at  any  thing  ye  do  fuffer,  or  fhali  fuffer  from  Chrift, 
or  for  Chrifl  in  this  world. 

CorolL  2.  If  Jcfus  Chrift  hath  delivered  his  people  from  th^ 
wrath  to  come,  how  little  comfort  can  any  man  take  in  his 
frefent  enjoyments  and  accommodations  in  the  world,  whilft  it 
remains  a  quejlion  with  him,  whether  he  be  delivered  from  the 
wrath  to  come?  It  is  well  for  the  prcfent,  but  will  it  be 
ib  ftiil  I  Man  is.  a  prQfpe£):iog  oreaturei  and  ,it  will  not  fatisf) 
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him  that  his  prefent  coDditioa  is  comfortable*  except  he  have 
feme  hope  it  (hail  be  io  hereafter.  It  can  afford  a  maa  little 
caoteDt  that  all  is  eafy  and  pleafant  about  him  dow,  whilft  fuch 
pa/Tages  aod  terrible  hints  o(  wrath  to  come  are  given  him  by 
his  own  cpnicience  daily.  Oh,  methinks  inch  a  thought  as  this, 
*uthat  if  I  am  referved  for  the  wrath  to  ctme  ?  ftiottld  be  to 
him,  as  the  fingers  appearing  upon  the  plaiAer  of  the  wall  were 
to  Beltelhazzar,  in  the  height  of  a  frolic  *.  It  is  a  cuftom 
with  ibme  of  the  Indians,  when  they  have  taken  a  prifbner 
(whom  they  intend  not  prefently  to  eat)  to  bring  him  with 
great  triumph  Inxo  the  village,  where  he  dwelleth  that  hath 
taken  him  ;  and  placing  h)m  in  the  houfe  of  one  that  was  (lain 
in  the  wars,  as  it  were  to  re-celebrate  his  funerals,  they  give 
him  his  wives  or  fifters  to  attend  on  him,  and  ufe  at  his  pleafure; 
they  apparel  him'  gorgeoufly,  and  feed  him  with  all  the  dainty 
meats  that  may  b^  had ;  affording  him  all  the  pleafure  that  caa 
be  devifed ;  when  he  hath  pafled  certain  months  in  all  thefe 
pleafures,  and  (like  a  capon)  is  made  fat  with  delicate  fare,  the7 
aOTemble  themfclves  upon  fome  feflival  day,  and  in  great  pomp 
bring  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  they  kill  and  eat 
him. 

Such  are  all  the  pleafures  and  enjoyments  of  the  wicked,  which 
feed  them  for  the  day  of  daughter.  How  little  ftomach  can  a 
man  have  to  thofe  dainties  that  underftands  the  end  and  meaning 
of  them  !  Give  not  fleep  therefore  tc^  thine  eyes,  reader,  till  thou 
haft  got  good  evidence,  that  thou  art  of  that  number  whom  Je^ 
Jus  hath  delivered  from  wrath  to  come.  Till  thou  canft  fay,  he  . 
is  a  Jefus  to  thee.  This  may  be  made  out  to  thy  fatisfadtioa 
three  ways. 

Fir  ft.  If  Jefus  have  delivered  thee  from  fin^  the  caufe  ofwrath^ 
thou  may  eft  conclude  he  hath  delivered  thee  from  the  wrath  ^  the  ef- 
feEl  and  fruits  of  Jin.  Upon  this  account  thefweet  name  of  Je- 
fus, was  impofed  upon  him,  Matth.  i,  21.  "Thou  (halt call  his 
**  name  Jefus,  for  he  (hall  fave  his  people  from  their  fins/* 
Whllft  a  man  lies  under  the  dominion  and  guilt  of  fin,  he  lies, 
expofed  to  wrath  W  come ;  and  when  he  is  delivered  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  fm,  he  is  certainly  delivered  from  the  dan- 
ger of  this  coming  wrath,<  Where  fin  is  not  imputed,  wrath  Ls 
not  threatned. 

Secondly,  If  thy  foul  Jo  fet  an  inejlimable  value  on  Jefus 

■  Chrift^  and  be  endeared  to  him  upon  the  account  of  that  tnexpref 

fille  grace  manifefted  in  this  deliverance ^  it  is  a  good  Jign  thy 

*  Sir  R.  Barkley,  on  the  felicity  of  Mao,  p,  1 2,  1 3* 
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foul  hath  a  Jb&re  in  it.  ^  Mark  what  an  epithet  the  faints  give 
Chrifl  upon  this  account,  CoL  i.  12,  13.  *'  Giving  thanlcs  to  the 
<■  Father,  who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darknefs^ 
"  and  tranflated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  ^dcar]  Son.*'  Chrifl ' 
i&  therefore  dear^  and  dear  beyond  all  compare,  to  his  favedooes^ 
1  remember  it  is  Aoried  of  the  poor  enthralled  Grecians,  thaC 
vf hen  t  Titus  Flaminius  had  reAored  their  ancient  liberties,  and 
proclamation  was  to  be  made  in  the  market-place  by  an  herald  ; 
they  fo  prefTed  to  hear  it,  that  th^  herald  was  in  great  danger  of 
being  ftifled  and  prefTed  to  death  among  the  people ;  but  wbexi 
the  proclamation  was  ended,  there  were  heard /och  (houts  and 
joyful  acclamations,  that  the  very  birds  of  the  air  fell  down  ado* 
mfiied  with  the  noife,  while  they  continued  to  cry,  Zmt>}^,  S«^r«p» 
a, Saviour,  a  Saviour  ;  and  all  the  following  night  they  continu-. 
dancing  and  fmging  about  his  pavilion* 

.  If  fttCh  a  deliverance  fo  endeared  them  to  Titus,  how  (hould 
the  grea^  deliverance  from  wrath  to  come,  endear,  al)  the  re« 
deemed  to  bve  their  dear  Jefus  ?  This  is  the  native  effcft  of 
'   mercy  on  the  foul  that  hath  feit  it. 

mrdfy.  To  coo  elude,  J  difpojition  andreadinefi  ef  mind  to  do, 
er  endure  any  thing  for  Chrtji's  fake,  upon  the  account  of  his  dedi* 
ver once  frwi  the  wrath  to  come  s  is  a  good  evidence  you  are  Jo  de* 
liveredyCo\,  i.  10,  1 1»  **  That  we  may  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord 
«*,  to  all  pleafiug,  being  fruitful  in  every  good  work."  There 
is  r^adinefs  to  do  for  Chrift.  *'  Strengthened  with  all  mightp 
*<  according  to  his  glorious  power,  unto  all  patience  and  long« 
«•  fufFering  with  joyfulnefs."  There  is  a  chearful  readinefs  to 
endure  any  thing  for  Chriil:.  And  how  both  thefe  flow  from  the 
lenfe  of  this  great  deliverance  from  wrath,  the  i2tb  verfe  wilt 
iQform  you,  which  was  bnt  nowcitcd*  Oh  then  be  ferious  and 
ai&duous  in  the  refolution  of  this  grand  cafe.  Till  this  be^re- 
ielv^d,  nothing  can  be  pleafant  to  thy  (bul. 

End  2.  As  the  typical  blood  was  fhedand  fprlnkjed  to  deliver 
fl^om  danger,  fo  k  was  ihed  to  make  atonement^  Lev.  iv.  20. 
*t  He  (hall  expiate  (we  traoflatc,  atone)  the  fin."  The  word  im- 
ports both.  And  the  true  meaning  Is,  that  by  the  blood  of  the 
bullock,  all  whofe  efEcacy  Aood  in  its  relation  to  the  blood  of 
Chrifty  fignified  and  fhadowed  by  it,  the  people,  for  whom  it 
was  fhed,  (hould  be  reconciled  to  Grod,  by  the  expiation  and 
remiffion  of  their  fins.  And  what  was  fhado^^ed  in  this  typical 
blood,  was  really  defigned  and  accompliihed  by  Jefus  Cbrtft^  ia 
the  fhedding  of  lus^  blood. 

t  Piutareb.  wr  vita  T.  FkmMU 
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RecoBCtiiarion  of  the  cleft  to  God,  is  therefore  another  oC 
thoie  beautift^l  births  which  Chrift  travailed  foTf  So  you  fifi<i 
ii  ecprcfsly,  Rom.  V.  lo-  **  If  when  wc  wtre  eoemits,  wc  were 
"  reconciled  io.Go4  by  the  death  of  his  Son."  This  [if]  is  no5 
a  word  of  doubting,  but  argumentation.  The  apoftle  fuppofc^ 
It  is  a .  knowji  tradi,  or  principle  yielded  by  aU  Chriflians,  tha^ 
the  death  of  Chrift  was  to  reconcile  the  eleft  to  God.  And  ftgaiQ  . 
he  affirms  it  Xvtth  like  clearnefs,  Col.  i.  2o.  **  And  having  made 
'*  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs.,  by  him  to  reconcile  all  thin^." 
And  that  this  was  a  main  and  principal  end  deiigned  both  by  th^ 
Father  and  Son  in  the  humiliation  of  Chriit,  is  plain  from 
2  Cor.  V.  i8,  19.  "  God  was  in  Cbrift  reconciling  the  worl4 
*'  to  him&if.'-'  God  filled  the  humanity  with  grace  and  authority. 
The  fpirit  of  God  w$s  in  him  to  qualify  him.  The  authoritf 
of  God  was  in  him  by  commiflion,  to  make  all  he  did  valid* 
The  grace  and  bvepf  God  to  mankind  was  in  him>  and  one  of 
the  principal  efiefts  in  which  it  was  manifefted,  was  this  defigii 
upon  which  h^came,  viz.  to  reconcile  the  world  to  God^ 
Upon  which  ground  Chrift  is  called  the  "  propitiation  forottf 
**  fms,"  I  John  ii.  2.  **  t  ^o^  reconeiliation  or  atonement  i$  | 
"  nothing  elfe  but  the  making  up  of  the  ancient  friendship  b«* 
'*  twixt  God  and  men  which  fin  had  diflblved,  and  fo  to  reducq  ■ 
**  thefe  enemies  into  a  ftate  of  concord,  and  fwect  agreement.'! 
And  the  means  by  which  this  blefled  defign  was  efftftualiy  com- 
paflcd, .  was  by  the  death  of  Chriit,  which  made  com'pleat  (ati(* 
faftioQ  to  God,  for  fbe  wrong  he  had  done  him.  There  was  a 
breach  made  by  fln  betwixt  God  and  angels,  but  that  breach  it 
ucvef  to  be  repaired  or  made  up ;,  fincc,  as  Chrift  took  not  on  him 
their  nature^,  io  he  never  intended  to  be  a  mediator  of  rcconcilia* 
tioa  betwixt  God  and  them.  .  That  will  be  an  eternal  breach. 
Buu  that Avhich  Chrift  defigned,  ds  the  end  of  bis,  death,  was  \9 
leconaileGod  and  man.  Not  the  whole  jj^^rw/,  but  a  certain 
mflw*«-,  whofe  names  .were  given  to  Chrift. .  Here  Imuft  briefly 
opcn^  I .  Ho^  Chrift's  d^ath  reconciles.  2.  Why  this  reconcilia- 
tion is  brought  about  b^  his  death,  rather  than  any  other  way. 
3.  Wha.t  are  the  articles  according  to  which  it  is  made.  And- 
4  What  manner  of  reconciliation  this  is. 

Firfi^  H(ytb  Chriji  reconciles  God  and  man  by  hrs  death.  And 
it  miiyft  needs  be  by  th^  fatisfaftion  his  death  made  to  the  ju^ice 

\>  Reconciliare  tiihil  aliud  ejl  quam  amtcitiam  offenjtone  aiifua 
gravi  diretfiptam  refacire^  et  fic  inimicQS  in  fnftinam  cong^rdiam 
X9du£ere,    B.  Davep  io  Gol.  i.  20.  • 
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of  God  for  our  fins.  And  fb,  reparation  being  made,  the  enmity 
ceafes.  Hence  it  is  faid,  Ifa.  liii.  5.  "  The  chanifement  of  our 
•*  peace  was  upon  him,  and  by  his  ftripes  we  are  licaled.**  That 
is,  (as  our  Engli(h  Annotators  well  explain  it)  he  was  chaftif- 
cd  to  procure  our  peace,  by  removal  of  our  fins,  that  fet  God 
and  usafuBder,  the  guilt  thereof  being  difcbarged  with  the  price 
of  hb  blood. 

^  Now  this  reconciliation  is  made  and  continued  betwixt  God 
and  us,  three  ways ;  namely,  by  the  oblation  of  Chrift,  which 
l¥as  the  price  that  procured  it,  and  fo  we  were  virtually  or 
Dneritorioufly  reconciled.  By  the  application  of  Chrift  and  his 
benefits  to  us  through  faith,  and  fo  we  are  oEtually  reconciled. 
And  by  the  virtual  continuation  of  the  fecrifice  of  Chrift  in  hea- 
ven, by  his  potent  and  eternal  interceffion^  and  fo  ourftate  of  re- 
conciliation is  confirmed^  and  all  future  breaches  prevented. 
But  all  depends,  as  you  fee,  upon  the  death  of  Chrift.  For  had 
not  Chrift  died,  his  death  could  never  be  applied  to  us,  nor 
pleaded  in  heaven  for  us.  How  the  death  of  Chrift  meritoriouC- 
ly  procures  our  reconciliation,  is  evident  from  that  fore-cited 

\  fcripture,  Rom.  v.  10,  •*  When  we  were  enemies,  we  were  re- 
•«  conciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,*'  {i,  e.)  Chrift's  death 
did  meritorioufly  or  virtually  reconcile  us  to  God,  who,  as  to 
bur  ftate,  were  enemies  long  after  that  reconciliation  was  madei 
That  the  application  of  Chrift  to  us  by  faith,  makes  that  virtual 
reconciliation  to  become  aftual,  is  plain  enough  from  Eph.  ii. 
16,  17.  **  And  that  he  might  reconcile  both  unto  God  in  one 
•*  body  by  the  crofs,  having  (lain  the  enmity  thereby.  And 
**  came  and  preached  peace  to  you  that  were  afar  off,  and  to 
**  them  that  were  nigh.  Now  therefore  (as  it  is  added,  verfe 
*'  19.)  Ye  are  no  more  ftrangers  and  foreigners,  but  fdlow-ci^ 
**  tizens  with  the  faints,*'  ifc.  And  that  this  ftate  of  friend- 
(hip  is  ftill  continued  by  Chrift's  interceffion  within  the  vail,  fo 
that  there  can  be  no  breaches  made  japon  the*  ftat&^our  peace, 
BOtwithftanding  all  the  daily  provocations  we  give  God  by  our 
fins,  Is  the  comfortable, truth  which  tke  Apoftle  plainly  aflerts, 
after  he  had  given  a  necefTary  caution  to  prevent  the  abufe  of  ir, 
in  I  John  ii.  i,  2.  «*My  little  children,  ihefe  things  I  write  un- 
"  to  you  that  ye  fin  not ;  and  if  any  man  fiu,  we  have  an  Ad- 
**  vocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous  ;  and  he  h 
"  the  propitiation,"  &c.  Thus  Chrift  reconciles  us  to  God  by 
his  death. 

Secondly,  Andifyoa  enquire  why  this  reconciliation  was  madie 
by  the  death  of  Chrift,  rather  than  any  other  way,  fatisfeftioa 
h  at  baud  ia  theft  two  aafwcra« 
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Firfi^  That  wc  can  imagine  no  other  way  by  which  it  conld 
he  compa({bd.     And» 

Secondly i  If  God  could  have  reconciled  us  as  much  by  a* 
oother  way^  yet  he  could  not  have  obliged  us  fo  much  by  do- 
ing it'in  another  way,  as  he  hath  by  doing  it  this  way.  Surely, 
none  but  he  that  was  God  manifefted  in  our  fle(h  could  ofTer  a 
facrifice  of  fufficient  value  to  make  God  amends  for  the  wrong 
done  him  by  one  fisy  much  lefs  for  all  the  fins  of  the  cleft. 
And  how  God  ihould  (efpedally  after  a  peremptory  thrcatning 
of  death  for  fin)  re^admit  us  into  favour  without  full  fatisfac- 
tion,  cannot  be  imagined.  He  is  indeed  ioclined  to  afts  d[ 
mercy^  but  none  muft  fuppofe  him  to  exercife  one  attribute  in 
prejudice  to  anodier.  That  his  juftice  muft  be  eclipfed^  whilft 
his  mercy  Jhines.  But  allow  the  infinite  wifdom  could  have 
found  outanoAer  means  of  reconciling  us  as  much,  can  yon 
imagine,  that  in  any  other  way  he  could  oblige  us  as  much,  as 
he  bath  done  by  reconciling  ius  to  himfelf  by  the  death  of  his 
4)wn  Son  ?  It  cannot  be  thought  poffible.  This  therefore  was 
the  mod  eifeftual,  juft^  honourable,  and  obliging  way  to  make  . 
up  the  peace  betwixt  him  and  us. 

Thirdly,  Thiareconciliation«  purchaled  by  the  blood  qfChrift, 
«$  offered  unto  men  by  the  Gofpel,  upon  certain  articles  and  con- 
<fitions ;  upon  the  peiformaoce  whereof,  it  aAually  becomes 
theirs ;  and  without  which,  notWithftandiiig  all  that  Chrifl  halh 
done  and  fuffered,  the  breach  fiill  oontinnes  betwixt  them  and 
God.  And  let  jno  man  think  this  a  derogation  from  the  freeneis 
and  riches  of  grace,  ior  thefe  things  ferve  fiogularly  to  illufif  ate 
and  commend  the  grace  of  God  to  finners. 

As  he  confuUed  his  own  glory,  in  the  terms  on  wtiich  he  offers 
US  our  peace  with  him;  foit  is  his  grace  which  brings  up  fouls 
to  thoie  terms  of  recondliation.  And  fiirely  he  hath  not  fn* 
fpended  the  mercy  of  our  reconciliation  upon  «inreafonabJe  or 
impofiible  conditions.  He  bath  not  faid,  if  you  will  do  as 
much  for  me,  as  you  havi  dons  againft  me,  I  will  be  at  peace 
with  you  :  But  the  twq  grand  articles  of  peace  with  God,  ace 
repetUance  za^  faith.  In  the  firfl^  we  lay  down  arms  againlt 
God,  and  tt  is  meet  it  (hould  be  fo,  before  be  re-admits  us  in- 
to a  ftate  of  peace  and  favour  ;>  in  the  other,  we  accept  Chrift 
and  pardon  through  him  with  a  thankful  heart,  yielding  up  oilr- 
felves  to  bis  government.     Which  is  eqaally  reafbnable. 

Thefe  are  the  terms  on  which  we  are  a^^nally  reconciled  to 
God.  .*<  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way«  and  the  unrighteous 
^^  inan  his  thoughts;  and  let  him  turn  to  thcLord,  and  he  w'lU 
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•*  hati  inercy  on  jhim  j  ancl-td  our  God^  for  he  ^\\\  ibundamtly 

**  pardon.*'    So  Rom.  v.  i.  •«  Being  jufttfied  by  faith,  we 

•  *'  have  peace  with  God/*  *  And  furely  it  would  boo  bccoov^  the 

holy  God  to  owrf,  as  Jiis  friend  add  favouffte,  araan  that  goes 

■  On  perverfcly  and  impcnitently  in  tha  way  of  fin ;  not  fo  tsmch 

as  acknowledging,  or  once  bewailing  the  wrong  he  hath  tiooe 

:  bim,  porpofing  to  do  fo  no  more  \  or  to  receive  into  amity  ooe 

that  flighits  an<f  reje^s  the  Lord  Jefus,  whofe  prtcions  biood 

7 was  ftied  to  procure,  and  purchafe  peace  an<J  pardon  for  lin- 

■iicrs.  ■  .  • :  ;.•      ••.•.■;•'. 

But  if  there  fee  any  poor  foul,  that  ftith  in  his  heart,  it 
•Tepentsme  for  (inning  agalnit  God,  and  is  fmcefely  willing  to 
icome  to  Ghrift,  upon  golpeUterms,  he  fliall  have  peace.  And 
'  that  peace,  '  '     t     .. 

Fourthly,  Tsno  common  peace:  TheT^oa€iIiat»on  which  the 
'  Lord  Jefus  died  to  procure  for  broken-heartied'bdievers,  it  is, 
Firjly  A  firm  wdl-bottomcd  reconciliation,  putfrng  the  re* 
conciled  foul  beyondall  pOfTtbility  of  coifting  undefr  God's  wrath 
any  m^re.  Ife.  liv. ' \o\  ".Mountains  may  depart,  and  bills-be 
**  removed,  but  the  covenant  of  this  peace  cannot  be, removed/*  ' 
Gbrift  is  a  furety,  by  wky  of  caution,  to  prevent  the  new  breaches, 
2r  John  i.  2.  ' 

Secondly,  This  recbndliation  whh  God,  is  the  fountain  oqt 
«>fwhieh  all  our  other  coiiiforts  fib w' to  US';  this  is  plainly  ia- 
ctnded' in* thole  words  of  Eliphaz  to  Jdb>  chap.  xxii.  21.  "  Ac- 
**  quaint  now  thyfelf  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,  thereby  good 
**  flidll  come  upon  thee;**  As  trade  floprifties,  and  riches  come 
in  when  peace  is  mad^  betwixt  ftates  and  kingdoms ;  So  all  fplri* 
tual  and  temporal  mercies  flow  into  our  bofdms,  when  once  wc  ' 
are  reconciled  to  God.  What  the  cbmfori  of  fnch  a  peace  will 
be  in  a  day  of  (Iraits  and  dangers,  and  what  it  will  be  valued  at 
in  a  dying  day,  whobut  he  that  feeis' it  can  declare?  Aad  yet 
fnch  an  one  catinot  folly  declare  it,  for  it  pafles  all  uadw-ftanding, 
Phil.  iv.  7.  We  (hall  now  make  fome  improvement  of  this, 
and  pafs'on  to  the  thirdend  of  the  deathof  Chrift. 

Inf.  t.-Jf  Chrift  died  to  reconcile  God  and  man ;  h&tu  horrid  an 
^H  then  is  fin!  jtnd  how  terrible  was  that  breach  made  betwixt 
God  and  the  creature  by  it,  which  could  no  other  way  be  made  up 
tut  by  the  death  dfthe  Son  of  God  I  I  fetnembcrl  have  read,  that 
when  a  great  chafm  or  breach  was  made  in  the  earth  by  an 
earthquake,  and  the  oracle  was  confulted  how  it  might  beclofed  ; 
this  anfwer  was  returned,  That  breach  can  never  be  clofed^  exn 
Cept  fomething  of  great  worth  be  thrown  into  ii.  Such,  a  breach 
'  was  that  which  la  made^  it  could  n^vcc  b«  KConcUed  but  b^ 
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•the  death  crf^ Jefii$  CSsrift,  the  moft  excelieDt  thing  io  sdl  the  ere- 
.atioo. 

Infer.  2.  Bavj  fad  is  thefiaU  of  all  fuch  as  are  not  comprifid 

rm  the  articles  ef  peace  with  God/  The  impenitent  unbeliever  t$ 

\exQepted.    <jod  is  not .  recoDciled  to  him  :  And  if  God  be  his 

,edemy»  how  littie  avails  it»  who  is  his  friend  ^  Fdr,  if  God  be 

ja  man's  enemy,  he  hath  an  Almighty  enemyin  him,  whofe  very 

.frown  is  dcflrudtion,  Deut.  xxxii.  40,  41,  42.  *'  I  lift  up  my 

."  hand  to  hcaarcn  and  iay»  Hive  for  ever,     if  I  whet  my  glit- 

**  tering  fword,  and  my  hand'  take  hold  on  judgment,  I  will 

,*'  render  vengeanee  10  my  enemies,  and  I  will  reward  them  that 

.«  hate  me.    I  will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  wiih  blood,  (and 

'*  my  fword  fhall  devour  fkih)  and  that  with  the  blood  of  thfc 

.^  {lain  and  the  captives,  from  the  beginning  of  revenges  upoa 

**  the  enemy -V 

•    Yea,  be  is  an  ufuvoidaile  enemy. '  Fly  to'  the  utmoft  parts 

•of  the  earth,  there  (hall  his  band  reach  theei  as  it  is  Pfal, 

iGXXxix.  to.    The  wings  of  the  morning  cannot  carry  thee  oqt 

of  his  reach.    If  God  be  yonr  enemy,  yon  have  an  immortal 

enemy,  who  lives  for  ever  to  avenge  himielf  upon  his  adverfa- 

'ries«     And  what  wilt  thou  do  when  thou  art  in  Saul's  cafe, 

;iSam.  xxviii.   15,  16.     Alas,  whirher  wilt  thou  turn?  To 

^  whom  wilt  thou  complain  ?  Bot  what  wilt  thou  do,  when  thou 

Aalt  (land  at  the  bar,  and  fee  that  God,  who  is  thine  ene- 

my»  upon  the  throne?  Sad  is  their  cafe  indeed,  who  are  not 

comprehended  in  the  articles  of  peace  with  God. 

Infer,  3.  If  Chrift  died  to  reconcile  us  to  God,  give  diligence 
So  cUar  up  Ukymr  own  fouls,  your  inter&ft  in  this  reconciliation. 
If  Chiilt  thought  it  worth  his  blood  to  purdiaf?  it,  it'^is  worth 
four  care  and  pains  to  clear  ft.  And  what  can  better  evidence 
it,  than  your  coofcientious  tendernefs  of  fin,  led  you  make 
new  breaches.  Ah,  if  reconciled,  you  will  fay,  as  Ezra  ix.  14. 
•'  And  now  our  God,  feeing  thou  haft  given  us  fuch  a  delive- 
*y  Tance  as  this ;  (hould  we  again  break  thy  commandments  V* 
If  reconciled  to  God,  his  friends  will  be  your  friends,  and  his 
enemies  your  enemies.  If  God  be  your  friend,  you  will  be  di- 
ligent to  pleafe  him>  John  xv.  10,  14.  4ie  that  makes  not 
peace  with  God,  is  an  enemy  to  his  own  foul.  And  he  that  is 
at  peace,  but  takes  no  pains  to  clear  it,  is  an  enemy  to  his  own 
comfort.  But  I  mull  pafs  from  this  to  the  third  end  of  ChrlA^s 
death. 

End  3.  Toa  have  feen  two  of  thofe  beautiful  births  of  Chrift's 
travail,  andlo,  a  thirdcometh,  namely,  7hefanBjfication(fhis 
fcQfle,    Typical^blood  was  ihed,  as  yoa  heaid^  to  pmify  tbem 
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that  Were  unclean ;  and  fo  was  the  biood  of  Chrifl  (h^d  to  porge 
away  the  fins  of  his  people;  fo  fpeaks  the  apoftle  exprefsij, 
Eph.  V.  25,  26.  "  Chrift  gave  himfelf  for  the  church,  that  he 
'*  might  fanflify  and  cleanfe  it."  And  fb  he  tells  us  himieifi 
J6hn  xvii.  29.  "  And  for  their  fakes  I  fanftify  myielf,"  (u  t ) 
confecrate  or  devote  myfclf  to  death,  "  That  they  alfo  migbjt 
"  be  fanftified  through  the  truth/'  Upon  the  account  of  this 
benefit  received  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  is  that  Doxohgy,  which, 
in  a  lower  Arain,  is  now  founded  in  the  churches,  but  will  be 
matter  of  the  Lamb's  fong  in  heaven.  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  **  To  him 
**  that  loved  us,  and  waflied  us  from  our  fins,   in  his  owa 

■**  blood, be  glory  and  honour  for  ever.**    Now,  there  is  a 

two-fold  evil  in  fin,  the  guilt  of  it,  and  th& pollution  of  it.  Juf- 
tification  properly  cures  the  former,  fanftification  the  latter ; 
but  both  juftification,  and  fanftification,  flow  unto  finners  out 
of  the  death  of  Chrift.  And  though  it  is  proper  to  fay  the  Spi- 
rit fanftifies,  yet,  it  is  certain,  it  was  the  blood  of  Chrift  that 
procured  for  us  the  Spirit  of  fanftification.  Had  not  Chrift 
died,  the  Spirit  had  never  come  down  from  heaven  upon  any 
fuch  defign. 

The  pouring  forth  of  Chrift's  blood  for  us,  obtained  the 
pouring  fortb  <rf  the  fpirii  of  holinefs  upon  us.  Therefore,  the 
Spirit  is  faid  to  come  in  bis  name,  and  to  take  rfhis^  andjbew  it 
unto  us.  Hence  it  is  faid,  i  John  v.  6.  **  He  came  both  h^ 
*•  blood  and  by  water :"  By  blood,  waflaing  away  the.  guilt ; 
by  water,  purifying  from  the  filth  of  fin.  Now  this  firuit  of 
Cbrift's  death,  even  our  fan6lification,  is  a  raoft  incomparable 
m^rcy.  For,  ^  but  confidcr  a  few  particular  excellencies  of 
holinefs. 

Firft,  Holinefs  is  the  image  amd  gfery  of  God.  His  image, 
Cbl.  ill.  10.  and  his  glory,  Exod.  xv.  n.  **  Who  is  like  unto 
*•  thee,  O  Lord,  glorious  in  holinefs:'*  Now,  when  the  guHt 
and  filth  of  finis  waflaed  off,  and  the  beiuty  of  God  put  upoa 
the  foul  in  fan6^ification,  O  what  a  beautiful  creature  is  the  foul 
now !  So  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  Chrift,  even  in  its  imperfeft  ho- 
linefs, that  he  fairh,  Cant,  vil  5.  **  Turn  away  thine  eyes  from 
^*  me,  (or  they  have  overcome  me.*'  So  We  render  it,  but  the 
*  Hebrew  word  fignlfies,  "  they  have  made  me  proud,  or  piif- 
^*  fed  me  up."  It  is  abeam  ai  divine  glory  upon  die  creatuns^ 
enamouring  the  very  heart  of  Chrift. 

Secondly t  As  it  is  the  foul's  higheft  beauty,  fo  it  is  the  (buV« 
ffeeft  evidence  for  heaven.   *«*  Bleflcd  are  the  puie  iu  heart,  for 
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•*  ihcy  (bail  fee  God,"  Mat.  v.  8.  **  And  withoat  holiners  lo 
"  man  ihall  iee  God/'  Heb.  xii.  14.  No  gifts,  ao  duties,  ao 
natural  endowmeots  will  evideoce  a  right  in  heaven,  but  the 
leaft  meafure  of  true  holioefs  will  fecure  heaven  to  ttvs  ibul. 
.  Thirdly y  As  holinefs  is  the  foul's  befi  evidence  for  heaven,  (o 
it  is  a  continual  ipring  of  comfort  to  it,  in  the  way  thither.  The 
pnreft  and  fweeteft  pleafures  in  this  world,  are  the  reiults  of  bo* 
Irnefsi  'Till  we  come  to  live  holtly,  we  never  live  comfortably. 
Heaven  is  epitomized  in  holinefs. 

Fourthly,  And  to  fay  iao  mare ;  it  is  the  peculiar  mark,  hf 
which  God  hath  vifibly  diAinguifhed  his  own,  from  other  men, 
Pfal.  IV.  3.  "  The  Lord  hath  fct  apart  him  that  is  godly,  for 
"  himfelf,"  7.  d.  this  is  the  man,  and  that  the  woman,  to  whom 
I  intend  to  be  good  for  ever.  This  is  a  man  for  me.  O  holi« 
nefs,  how  furpaflingly  glorious  art  thou  ? 

Inference  1,  Did  Chrift  die  to  fanflify  his  people,  how  deep 
then  is  the  pollution  of  fm,  that  nothing  but  the  blood  of  Chrift 
can  cleanfe  it !  All  the  tears  of  a  penitent  fmner,  (hould  he  (hed 
as  many  as  there  have  fallen  drops  o(  rain,  fince  the  creation, 
to  this  day,  cannot  wafh  away  one  fin.  The  everlafting  burn- 
ings in  hell,  cannot  purify  the  flaming  confcience,  from  the  leaft 
fin.  O  guefs  at  the  wound  by  the  largenefs  and  length  of  this 
tent  that  follows  the  mortal  weapon.  Sin; 

Inference  2.  Did  Chrift  die  to  fan^lify  his  people  ?  Behold 
then  the' love  of  a  Saviour.  "  He  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from 
'*  our  fins  in  his  own  blood.*'  He  did  not  fhed  the  blood  of 
beafts,  as  the  priefts  of  old  did,  but  his  own  blood,  Heb.  ix.  12. 
And  that  not  common,  but  precious  blood,  i  Pet.  i.  i,  19. 
The  blood  of  God ;  one  drop  of  which  out-values  the  blood 
that  runs  in  the  veins  of  all  Adam's  pofterity.  And  not  fome  of 
that  blood,  but  ail ;  to  the  laft  drop.  He  bled  every  vein  dry 
for  us ;  and  what  remained  lodged  about  the  heart  of  a  dead 
Jcfus,  was  let  out  by  that  bloody  fpear  which  pierced  the  Peri^ 
sardium  :  fo  that  he  beHowed  the  whole  treafure  of  his  blood 
upon  us.  And  thus  liberal  was  he  of  his  blood  to  us,  when  we 
were  enemies.  This  then  is  that  heavenly  Pelican  that  feeds 
\  his  young  wirti  his  own  blood.  O  what  manner  of  love  is  this  t 
I        Butl  mufthaften. 

I  End  4.  Js  Chrift  died  to  fanElify  hts  people ;  fo  he  died  alfb  ta 

;  cmfirm  the  New  Teftament  to  all  thofe  fan^ified  ones.  So  it  was 
in  the  type, ,  £^od.  xxiv.  8.  and  (b  it  is  in  the  text.  ''  This  i$ 
"  the  New  Teftament  in  my  blood,"  Matth.  xxvi.  28.  (i.  e.) 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  my  blood.  For,  where  a  teftament  is, 
there  ffluft  alfo  of  necdCty  be  the  4eaxb  of  the  teftator,  Heb^ 
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ix.  16.     So.  that  DOM/ali  the  blefiings  and  benefits  bequeathed 
to  believers  in  the  laft  will  and  ttftamerit  of  Chrift^  arc  abun- 
dantly confirmed  and  fecured  to  them  by  his  death.    Yea,  he 
died  on  pnrpofe  to  make  that  tedament  in  force  to  them*' 
Men  make  their  wills  and  tefiaments,  and  Chrift  makes  his. 
What  they  bequeath,  and  give  in  their  wills,  is  a  free  and  yo- ; 
luntary  a^f,  they  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  it.    Aod  what  is 
bequeathed  to  us  in  this  teftament  of  Chrif>,  is  altogether  a  free 
and  voluntary  donation  *.     Other  teilators  ufe   to  bequeath 
their  eftates  to  their  wives  and  children,  and  near  relations  ;  fb 
doth  this  tefiator,  all  is  fettled  upoo  his  fpoufe  the  church,  up- 
on believers,  his  children.     A  flranger  intermeddles  not  with 
thefc  mercies.     They  give  all  their  goods  and  eftates,  that  can  . 
that  way  be  conveyed,   to  their  friends   that   furvive   them. 
Chrift  giveth  to  his  church,  in  this  New  FeOament,  three  forts, 
of  goods. 

Fir/i,  All  temporal  good  things,  i  Tim.  vi.  1.  Mat.  vi.  33. 
fi»  e.J  the  comfort  and  bleffing  of  all,  though  not  the  pofleffi- . 
on  of  much.  *'  As  having  nothing,  and  yet  pofiefTing  all  things,'*' 
a  Cor.  vi,  10. 

Secondly,  Ail  fpiritual  good  things  arc  bequeathed  to  them  in 
this  teftament,  as  remjiTion  of  fm,  and  acceptation  with  God, 
which  are  contained  in  their  juftification,  Rom,  iii.  24,  25,  26., 
Sanftification  of  their  natures,  both  initial  and  progreffive,  1  Cor. 
1. 30.  Adopcicfn  into  the  family  of  God,  Gal.  ilL  26.  The 
sniniOry  of  angels,  Heb.  i.  14.  Intereft  in  all  the  promifes^' 
2  Pet.  i.  4.  Thu$  all  fpiritual  good  things  are  in  Chrift's  te- 
ftament conveyed  to  them.    And  as  dl  temporal,  and  fpiritual. 

Thirdly^  All  eternal  good  things.  Heaven,  glory,  and  eter- 
nal life,  Rom.  viii.  10,  1 1.  No  fuch  bcquefis  as  thefe  were  e- 
ver  found  in  the  leftaments  of  princes*  That  which  kings  and 
Boblcs  fettle  by  will  upon  their  heirs,  are  but  trifles  to  what 
Chrift  hath  conferred  in  the  New  Teftament  upon  his  people. 
And  all  this  is  confirmed  and  ratified  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  fo 
that  the  promife  is  fure,  and  the  eftate  indcfeafible  to  all  the 
beirs  of  promife. 

How  the  death  of  Chrift  confirmed  the  New  Teftament  i$ 
Virorth  our  enquiry.  The  Socinians,  as  they  allow  no  other  end 
of  Chrift's  death,  but  the  confirmation  of  the  New  Teftament, 
£>  they  a'ffirm  be  did.it  only  by  way  of  teftimony,  or  wftnels- 

,    *  NuiU  prafentis  metu  perkuU.    i.  e.  Withonf  any   fear  of 
pre&nt  danger.    £9ktUJ»ftit^iri*€af>,  lu^         .  . 
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Scaring  in  his  death.  But  this  is  a  vile  derogation  from  the 
efficacy  of  Chrift's  blood,  to  bring  it  down  into  an  equality 
Mrith  the  blood  of  martyrs.  As  it  there  were  00  more  in  it 
than  was  in  their  blood. 

But  know,  deader,  Chrift  died  not  only,  or  principally,  to 
coDfirm  the  teAament  by  his  blood,  as  witnefs  to  the  truth  of 
thofe  things,  but  his  death  ratified  it  as  the  death  of  a  teftator, 
virhich  makes  the  New  Teftament  irrevocable.  And  fo  Chrift 
is  called  in  this  text.     Look  as  when  a  man  hath  made  his  will,  | 

aod  is  dead,  that  will  is  prefently  in  force,  and  can  never  be  re* 
called.  Be  fides,  the  will  of  the  dead  is  facred  with  men.  ^  They 
dare  not  crofs  it.  It  is  certain  the  lad  will  and  teflament  of 
Chrift  is  moft  facred,  and  God  will  never  annul  or  make  it  void. 
Moreover,  it  is  not  with  Chrift  as  with  other  teftators,  who  die, 
and  muft  truft  the  performance  of  their  wills  with  their  execu- 
tors, but  as  he  died  to  put  it  in  force,  fo  he  lives  again  to  be 
the  executor  of  his  own  teftament.  And  all  power  to  fulfil  his 
Willis  now  in  his  own  hands.  Rev,  i.  18. 

Inference  i.  Did  Chrift  die  to  confirm  the  New  Teftament, 
in  which  fuch  legacies  are  bequeathed  to  believers.     How  are 
all  believers  concerned  then  to  prove  the  will  of  a  dead  Jefus  I  . 
My  meaning  is,  to  clear  their  title  to  the 
mercies  contained  in  this  bleffed  tefta      The  probate  of  Chrxfl^i 
menti    And  this  may  be  done  two  ways,     lafi  will  and  teftament. 
By  clearing  to  ourfclves  our  covenant- 
relations  to  Chrift.     And  by  difcovering  thofe  fpecial  covenant- 
impreffipns  upon  our  hearts,   ta  which  the  promifes  therein 
coDuioed,  do  belong. 

Firft,  Examine  your  relations  to  Chrift.  Are  you  his  fpovfe  ? 
Have  you  forfakcn  all  for  him?  Pfal.  xlv.  10.  Are  you  ready 
to  take  your  lot  with  him,  as  it  falls  in  profperity  or  adverfity  > 
Jer.  ii.  2.  And  are  you  loyal  to  Chrift  ?  "  Thou  Ihalt  be  for  mc^  . 
"  and  not  for  another,'*.  Hoi*,  iii.  3.  Do  you  yield  obedience  tp 
him  as  your  head  and  hulband  ?  Eph.  vi.  24.  then  you  may  be 
confident  you  are  intereftcd  in  the  benefits  and  bleffings  of  Chrift's 
Jaft  will  and  teftament ;  for  can  you  imagine  Chrift  will  make  a 
teftament  and  forget  his  fpoufe?  It  cannot  be.  If  be  fo  loved 
the  church  as  to  give  hinftfelf  for  her,  much  more  what  he  hath 
is  fettled  on  her.  Again,  are  you  his  fpiritual  feed,  his  childrea 
by  regeneration  ?  Are  you  born  of  the  Spirit  ?  John  iii.  Do  you 
rcfemble  ChriftLin  holineft  ?  i  Pet.  i.  14,  1 5.  Doyov  find  a  re- 
verential fear  of  Chrift  carrying  you  to  obey  him  in  all  things  ? 
Mai.  i.  6.  Arc  you  led  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  I  "  As  many  a9 
..Vot.  H.    -  C    ^ 

\  '  '  ■  i  I 
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•'  are  fo  led,  they  are  the  fons  of  God/'  Rom.  viii.  14.  Ta 
conclude.  Have  you  the /pirit  9f  adoption^  enabling  yon  to  cry, ' 
jibba  Father  ?  Gal.  iv.  6.  That  is,  helping  you  io  a  gracious  ' 
manner,  with  reverence  mixed  with  filiaf  con^dence,  to  opea' 
your  heart?  fpiritually  to  yoCir  Father  on  ^1  occafions  ?  If  fo,  you 
are  children ;  and  if  children,  doubt  not  btrt  you  have  a  ttcb* 
legacy  in  Cbrill^s  lad  will  and  teftameat«  He  would  not  feal 
wp  his  tcftamentj  arid  forget  his  dear  children* 

Secondly,  You  may  dHcern  your  intereft  in  the  new  tefta*- 
ment  or  covenant  (for  they  are  fbbftantially  the  fame  thhag)  by 
the  nevi*' coveaant-impreflions  that  are  made  on  your  hearts,* 
which  arc  fo  maiiy  clear  evidences'  of  your  right  to  the  bencfitr 
it  contains.  Such  are  fpiritual  illuminations^  Jer.  xxxi*  34^^ 
gracious  foftnefs  and  tendernefe  of  heart,  Ezek.  xf.  19.  the  awful 
dread  and  fear  of  God^  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  the  copy  or  tranfcript 
of  bis  law^  on  your  hearts  in  gracious  correfpondent  prin^ 
ciples,  Jer.  xxHi*  33.  Thefe  things  fpeak.  you  the  children  o^ 
the  covenant,  the  peribns  on  whom  all  thefe  great  things  are' 
fettled.  ' 

Inference  2.  T©  conclude,  It  is  the  hrfifpettfible  duty  of  all 
on  whom  Chrift  hath  fettled  fuch  mercies,  /?  admire  his  love^ 
znd  lua^  anjwerabfy  to  it,  - 

Firfly  Admire  the  lovfe  of  Cbrift.  Oliow  intenie  and  ardent 
was  the  love  of  Jefos  ?  who  defigned  for  you  flich  ati  inbcrW 
tance,  with  fuch  a  fettlement  of  it  upoit  you  I  Thefe  are  the 
mjcrcies  with  which  his  love  had  travailed  big  from  eternity; 
and  now  he  fees  the  travaU  of  his  foul;  and  you  alfo  have  Icea 
ibmewhat  of  it  this  day.  Before  thtS  love,  let  all  the  faints  fall 
down  aftoniihed,  humbly  profi^fling  that  they  owe  themfeives, 
and  airihey  are,  or  (hail  be  worth,  to  eternity,  to  this  love. 

Secondly y  And  be  fure  you  walk  becoming  perfbns  for  whom. 
Chrift  hath  done  fucfc  great  tbingf.  Conifort  yoorfelves  under 
-  prefent  abafures  with  your  fpiritual  privileges,  James  }L  5.  and 
let  all  your  rejoicing  be  in  Chrift,  and^what  you  have  in  him^ 
'whilft  others  are  Hefling  themielves  in  vanity..  Thus  we  have 
£ni(hed  the  ftate  of  Chrift's  humiliation,  and  thence  proceed  to^ 
the  fccond  ftate  of  his  exaltation. 

j^n  Introdufiion  to  the  State  of  Exaltation, 
TTAving  finiftied  what  I  deiigned  to  fpeak  to,  about  the 
■"*  work  of  redemption,  fo  far  as  it  ivas  carried  on  by  Chrift 
jn  his  humble  ftate,  we  ftiall  now  view  that  blefled  ^york«s  it 
is  further  iidvahced,  ^nd perfeSledm  bisftette  qf  exaltatim,  '  . 
The  whole  of  diat  work  was  aot  to  f^e  finiftied  -oil  ^arth  2q» 
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^  ftate  of  iaSmv%  and  abafui  e»  therefore  the  apoiUe  tnnkes  his 
iocakdtiwi^  laorder  to  the  iiniihiDg  of  the  remaiodcr  of  his  work,. 
'fiy  liec^Efry  a  part  of  bis  prieAfaood^  that  without  it  he  could 
not  have  been  ^  prieft,  Heb.  viii.  4.  /'  If  he  were  on  earth  he 
"  (hould  not  be  a  prieft,"  («,^.)  if  he  ftxould  have  continued  al- 
ways here,  aad  had  not  been  raifed  again  from  the  dead,  and  tak* 
en  up  iqito  glorj,  he  could  not  have  heen  a  £9s$pkat  and.per/e£l 

For  look,  as  it  was  not  enough  for  the  (acrifice  to  be  (Iain  with* 
Mt,  and  his'Uood  left  there  ;  but  after  it  was  (hed  without,  it 
.fliaft  be  carried  within  the  yail,  into  the  mod  holy  place  before 
ihe  X^rd,  Heb.  ix.  7.  (b  it  was  not  fufficient  that  Chrift  &cd  his 
^WQ  bjloed  on  earth,  except  he  carry  it  before  the  Lord  into  hea* 
'  ipi,  and  there  perform  hAsinterc^Qn-vjorJi  for  us. 

Moreover*  God  the  Father  IVood  engaged  in  a  folemn  covenant,  ^ 
to  reward  him  for  his  deep  hmmiliauon,  witha  moft  glorious  and 
.iUoArious  advancement,  Ifa.  xlix.  5,  6^  7.     And  how  God  (as 
it  became  him)  made  this  good  to  ^hrifi^  the  apoiUe  very  clear- 
Jy  exprefles  it,>  Phil  ii.  9,  « 

Yea,  jnftice  required  it  {boald  be  (b.  For  how  could  oar 
furoty  be  detained  in  th«  prifon  of  the  grave,  when  the  debt  for 
which  he  was  ioiprifoned  pas  by  him  fully  difcbarged,  fe  that 
the  law  of  God  mnft  acknowledge  itfelftobe  fully  fatisfied  in 
all  its  claims  and  demands  f  His  reftrredion  from  the  dead  wa$« 
"^therefore,  but  his  difcharg^  or  acquittance  upon  full  payment. 
Which  could  not  in  jufUoe  be  denied  hiou 

And,  indeed,  Gqd  the  Father  loft  nothing  by  it,  for  there  ne« 

ver  was  a  more  glorious  manifeftation  made  of  the  name  of  God 

'to  the  world,  than  was  made  m  that  work.     Therefore  it  is  faid» 

Phil.  ii<  1 1 .,  fpeaking  of  one  of  tbe  deiigns  of  Cfarift^s  exaltation^ 

it  was,  (fath  the  apoftle^,  '•  That  every  tongue  ftiould  confeJs 

*'  that  Jcftts  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.* 

•O  how  is  the  love  of  God  to  poor  fmners  illuftriouily,  yea,  afto- 

fiUhingiy,*  difplayed  in  Chrift's  exaltation.    When,  to  ihew  the 

complacency  and  ddight,  which  he- took  in  our  recovery,  he  hath 

openly  declared  to  the  world,  that  his  exalting  Chrift  to  all  that 

.  glory,  ftxch  as  no  mere  aeature  ever  was,  or  can  be  exalted  to, 

.  Wasbcftowed  upon  him,  as  a  reward  for  that  work,  that  moft 

grateful  work,  of  our  redemption,  Phil.^ii.  9.  Wherefore,  God 

dfo  halh  highly  exalted  him  s  thefe  is  an  '  *  *  eoiphatical  pleonafia 

♦  T«<^w^#«<,  Pleonafmus  ewphatieus^  Hi^ron.      MuUiplicavit 
fiMmitaiem  ejus,  Arab.    SjMimiJMU/ubUmavireunt,  Syr.     fn- 
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**  in  that  word,"  our  Epglifh  is  too  flat,  to  deliver-  out  the  elc^- 
gancy  of  the  origioal,  it  isj^per-exaitation.  The  Syriac,  renders 
it,  "  he  hath  multiplied  his  fublimity."  The  Arabic,  "  he  hath 
•*  heightncd  him  with  an  height.*'  Juflin,  "he  hath  famoiif- 
**  ly  exalted  him."  Higher  he  cannot  raiiehim,  a  greater  argu- 
ment of  his  high  fatisfa^ioD  and  content,  in  the  recovery  of  poor 
iinners,  cannot  be  given.  For  this,  therefore,  God  the  Father, 
ihaU  have  glory  and  honour  alcribed  to  him  in  heaven,  to  all  e- 
ternity< 

Now  this  Angular  exaltation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  it  properly  rc- 
fpefts  his  hutnan  nature,  which  alone  is  capable  olF  advancement ; 
for,  in  refpcift  of  his  divine  nature,  he  never  ceafed  to  be  the 
Mod  High.  So  it  was  done  to  him  as  a  common  perfon,  and  as 
the  head  of  all  believers,  their  reprefentative  in  this,  as  well  tis 
'  in  his  other  works.  God  therein  (hewing  what,  in  due  time,  he 
intends  to  do  with  the  perfons  of  his  elcft,  after  they,  in  confor* 
mity  to  Chrift,  have  fuffered  a  while.  Whatever  Gbd  the  Fa- 
ther intendeth  to  do  in  us,  or  fcH*  us,  he  hath  firft  done  it  to  the 
perlbn  of  our  Reprefentative^  Je/us  Chrift.  And  this,  jf  j?ou  ob- 
ferve,  the  fcriptures  carry  in  very  clear  and  plain  expreffions, 
through  all  the  degrees  and  fteps  of  Chrift's  exaltation,  viz.  his 
refurreBion^  afcenfion^  fejjion  at  the  right-hand  of  God,  and  re- 
turning to  judge  the  world.  Of  which  I  purpofc  to  fpcak  di- 
ftihftly  in  the  following  fermons.  '       _    ' 

He  arofe  from  the  dead,  as  a  common  perfon,  Col.  iii.  i .  **  If 
**,yc  then  be  rifen  wjth  Qhrift,"  faith  the  apoftle  ;  fo  that  the 
faints  have  communion  and  fellowlhip  with  him  in  his  refurrec- 
tion*  ^ 

He  afcended  into  heaven,  as  a  common  perfon,  for  fo  it  is  faid 
in  Eph.  ii.  6.  "  He  hath  raifed  us  up,"  or  exalted  us  together 
vrith  Chrift.  He  fits  at  God's  right-hand,  ai  a  common  perfon, 
for  fo  it  follows  in  the  next  claufe,  **  and  hath  made  us  fit  toge- 
**  ther  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus."  We  fit  there  in  our 
Keprefentative.  And  when  he  (hall  come  again  to*  judge  the 
world,  the  iaints  ftialljcome  with  himi  So  it  is  prophefied,  Zech. 
xiv.  5.  <^  The  Lord  my  God  fiiall  come,  and  all  the  faints  with 
**  thee."  And  as  they  ftiall  come  with  Chrift  from  heaven,  fo 
they,  fliall  fit  on  thrones  with  him,  judging  by  way  of  fufFrage. 
They  (hall  be  afleflbrs  with  the  Judge,  1  Cor.  vi.  2.  This  dfc- 
ferves  a  fpecial  remark,  that  all  this  honour  is  given  to  Chrift, 
as  our  Head  and  Reprefentative,  for  thence  refiilts  abundance  of 

,  Jigntter  extulit^  Juftiii.  M.  •  Secundum  eandem  naturain  didtur 
exaltaiuj,  Jecundum  juam  bumUiatat  fuU*    Zaogb.  . 
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comfort  to  the  people  of  God.  Carry  it  therefore  along  with  you 
in  your  thoughts,  throughout  the  whols  of  Chrift's  advancement. 
Think  when  you  (hall  hear  that  Chrift  is  rifen  from  the  dead,  and 
is  in  all  that  glory  and  Authority  in  heaven,  how  furc  the  falvati- 
on  of  his  redeemed  is.  *'  For  if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were 
"  reconciled  to  God,  by  the  death  of  his  Son ;  much  more,  being 
"  reconciled,  we  (hall  be  faved  by  his  life.**  Surely,  it  cannot  be 
fuppoled,  but  **  he  is  able  to  (ave  to  theuttermoft,  all  them  that 
"  come  to  God  by  him;  feeing  he  ever  lives  to  make  iijterceflion^" 
Heb.  vii.  25;  1  hink  bow  iate  the  people  of  God  in  this  world 
arc,  whofc  Head  is  in  heaven.  It  was  a  comfortable  expreflioa 
of  one  of  the  fathers,  encouraging  himfelf  and  others  with  this 
troth  in  a  dark  day ;  *•  Come,  (faid  he,)  why  dq  we  tremble  thus, 
•*  Do  we  not  fee  our  head  above  water  f  ?"  If  be  live»  believ- 
ers cannot  die,  John  xiv.  19.  "  Becaufc  I  live,  ye  fhall  live  alfo." . 

And  let  no  man's  heart  iugge(\  a  fufpicious  thought  to  him, 
that  this  wonderfnl  advancement  of  Chrifl,  may  caufe  him  to 
forget  his  poor  people,  groaning  here  below  under  fin  and  mi- 
fery.  For  the  temper  and  difpofition  of*  his  faithful  and  tender 
heart,  is  not  changed  with  his  condition.  He  bears  the  (ame 
tcfpcft  to  US,  as  when  he  dwelt  among  us.  For  Indeed  he  there 
lives  and  afts  upoh  our  account,  Heb.  vii.  25.   i  John  ii.  i,'2. 

And  how  feaibnable  and  comfortable  will  the  meditations  of 
Chrift's  exaltation  be  to  thee,  O  believer,  when  (ickncfs  hath 
waAed  thy  body,  withered  its  beauty,  and  God  is  bringing  thee 
tothcduft  of  death  I  Ah!  think  then,  that  that  "  vile  body 
"  (hall  be  conformed  to  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift,"  Phil.  rii. 
21.  As  God  hath  glorified,  and  highly  exalted  his  Son,  "whofe 
"  form  was  marred  more  than  any  man's ;"  fo  will  he  exalt  th'ee 
alfo.  I  do  not  fay,  to  a  parity,  or  equality,  in  glory  with  Chrift, 
for,  in  heaven  he  will  be  difcerned  and  diftinguifhed,  by  his 
peculiar  glory,  from  all  the  angels  and  fain;s  ;  as  the  fun  is 
known  by  its  excellent  glory  from  the  IcfTer  (lars.  But  we  (hall 
be  conformed  to  this  glorious  Head,  according  to  the  propor- 
tion of  members.  O  whither  will  love 'mount  the  believer  in 
that  day  f 

Having  fpoken  thus  much  of  Chrifl's  exalted  (late,  to  czft 
fome  general  light  upon  it,  and  engage  your  attentions  to  it,  I 
ftiall  now,  according  .to  the  degrees  of  this  his  wonderful  ex- 
^tatioui  briefly  open  it,  under  the  fore-mentioned  heads,  vii, 
his  reforreftion,  afcenfioh,  fc/Tion  at  |he  Father's  right-hand,  and 
his  return  to  judge  the  world. 

f  Nonn^  vidffj^/  caput  nojltum  fuper  aquas,     Greg, 
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Wherein  the  Refurreftion  of  Ch  rist,  with  its  Inflaeii- 
ces  upon  the  ISaints  Refurre^lioQ,  is  dearly  opeoai, 
and  comfortably  applied,  being  the  firil  Step  of  his 
Exaltation. 

Matth.  XKviu.  6.  H^  is  not  hen  a  for  he  is  rifim,  as  he  faidt 
comCf  fie  the  place  where  tf/e  Lord  lay. 

TXJE  have  finiihed  the  doarioc  of  Chrifl*s  hamiliatioii,  wherc- 
^^    ing  the  Sua  of  righteouihefs  appeared  to  yoo,  as  a  fettk^ 

'  fuD,vgoDe  out  of  fight ;  but  as  the  fufl  when  it  is  gone  dowa 
to  us,  begins  a  new  day  in  another  part  of  the  world ;  fo  ChHiV, 

,  having  finifhed  his  courfe  and  work  in  this  world,  ri&s  agaia» 
apd  that,  in  order  to  the  aAing  another  glorious  part  of  his  work 
in  the  world  abbve«  ^  In  his  death,  be  was  upon  the  matter  to- 

,  faHy  eclipfed ;  but  in  his  refurredion,  he  begins  to  recover  his 

.  ]igbt  and  glory  again.  God  never  intended,  ^hat  the  darling  of 
his  four(hottld  ^loA  in  an  obfcure  iepuicfare.  An  angel  de- 
fccnds  from  heaven,  to  roll  away  the  fione,  and,  with  it,  the  re- 
proach of  his  death.  And  to  be  the  heavenly  herald,  to  proclaim 
his  refurreftion  to  the  two  Mary's,  whofe  love  loChrift  had,  at 
this  time,  drawn  them  to  vifit  the  (epulGfare,  where  they  lately 
left  him.  '  -  • 

At  this  time  (the  Lord  being  newly  rifen)  the  keepers  were 
trembling,  and  become  as  dead  men.  So  great  was  the  terrible 
majeAy,  and  awful  folemnity,  attending  Chrift*s  refurreftion : 
but,  to  encourage  thefc  good  fouls,  the  angel  prevents  them 
with  thefe  good  tidings;  "  He  is  not  here  ;  for  he  is  rifen,  as 
**  he  faid  :  come,  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay  :"  f .  d.  Be 
pot  troubled,  though  you  have  not  the,  end  yon  caipe  for,  one 

fight  more  ofyur  dfiar^  though  dead^  Jefus :  yet  you  have  not 
Joft  your  labour ;  for,  to  your  eternal  comfort,  I  tell  you,  "  be 

'  **  is  rifen,  as  he  faid.*'    And  to  put  it  out  of  doubt,  come  hi- 
ther and  iatisfy  yourfelves,  "  See  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay.*^ 
In  which  word$,  we  have  both  a  declaration,  and  confiriaa* 
tion  of  the  referreftion  d  ChriA  from  die  dead. 

Firfl^  A.  declaration  of  it  by  the  angel,  both  n^atiVely  and 
affirmatively.  Negatively,  He  is  not  here.  Here  indeed  yon 
laid  him,  here  yoji  left  him,  and  here  you  thought  to  find  him 
as  you  left  him ;  but  you  are  happily  nuftakcn^  He  is  not  here. 
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However,  this  giving  tbem  no  fadsfaAioa,  fo  be  ml^t  oontioiie 
dead  Aill,  though  removed  to  another  place,  as  indeed  they  fuf- 
pcfted  he  was,  John  xx.  13.  Therefore  his  refurrcftion  is  dc- 
dijtd  pofitively  and  affirmatively  $  He  is  rifem  uw^i,  the  • 
word  imports,  the  aftive  power  or  (clfquickcuing  principle,  by 
which  Chrift  raifed  himielf  from  the  Aate  of  the  dead.  Which 
Luke  takes  notice  of  alfo,  Afts  i*  3.  where  he  faith,  Hejbe^ed, 
or  prefented,  himJeJf  alive  after  his  pajjion.  It  was  the  divine 
natnre,  or  Godhead  of  ChciA,  which  revived  and  raiied  the  man- 
hdod. 

Secwidly^  Here  is  alfo  a  plaiA  confirmatioo  of  thrift's  refuf- 
reftton,  and  that,  Jlrft^  From  Chrift's  own  prediftion.  He  is 
r^en;  as  he /aid.  He  foretold  that,  ,which  I  declare  to  be 
now  fulfilled.  Let  it  not  therefore  feem  incredible  to  you: 
Secondly ^^  by  their  own  fight,  "  Come,  fee  the  place  where  the 
*'  Lord  lay.*'-  The  grave  hath  loft  its  gueft ;  it  is  now  empty  ; 
death  bath  loft  its  prey.  It  received,  but  could  not  retain  him. 
•*  Come,  fee  the  piace  where  the  Lord  lay."  Thus  the  refur- 
reftioo  of  Chrift  is  declared,  and  confirmed.  Hence  our  obfer* 
▼a|ioo  is, 

DoA.  That^mr  Lord  Jefits  Chrifi^  hy  the  almighty  power  (f 
his  own  Godhead,  revived,  and  rofe  from  the  dead;  to  the 
terror  and  oinftemation  rf  his  enemies^  and  the  unfpeakahb 
con/olation  of  kelievers* 

That  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  thoi^h  laid,  wa«  not  loft  in 
the  grave;  but  the  third  day  revived  and  rofe  again,  b  a  ti:uth 
^xmfirmed  to  us  by  many  infaUible  proofs^  as  Luke  witne(&th, 
Afts  i.  3.  We  have  teftimonies  of  it,  both  from  heaven  an^ 
earth,  and  both  infallible.  From  heaven,  vn  have  the  teftimo- 
sy  of  angels>  and  to  the  teftimony  of  $in  angel  all  credH  19  due  ; 
for  angek  are  holy  creatures,  and  cannot  deceive  us.  The  an- 
gel tells  the  two  Marys»  m  the  text,  ••  He  is  rifen."  We  have 
teftimonies  of  it  from  men,  holy  men,  who  where  eye-wftneffe» 
of  this  truth,  to  whom'  he  (hewed  himfelf  alive  by  the  fpace  of 
forty  days  after  his  refurreftiooi  by  no  lefs  than  f  nine  folemii 
apparitions  to  them.  Sometimes  five  hundred  brethren  faw  him 

*  The  argument  whereby  we  prove  that  Chrift  raifed  himlelf  bf 
his  own  power,  is  drawn  from  the  very,  activity  of  his  refurre^ion : 
Chriftus.  tyip^f*  i-  e.  Cbrifi  arofe,  Matth.  xxviii.  6.  vwpffUftv  f«v- 
t9'  t^inxm^  Ads  h  3.     Maceov,  he.  Com,  p.  874. 

t  John  XX.  14.  Markxvi.12.  John  xx.  19.  r  Cor.  xv,  6^  7. 
1  Cor.  XV.  %.    Johnvii.  26.    Jolm  xxi.  i«  2.    Luke  xxiv.  36. 
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at  once;  i  Cor.  xv,  <S.  Thefc  were  holy  perfons,  who  durft 
not  deceive,  and  who  confirmed  their  teftimoay  With  their 
blood.  So  that  no  point  of  religion  is  of  more  confcfled  truth, 
and  infallible  certainty  than  this  before  us. 

And  blefled  be  God  it  is  fo.  For  if  it  were  not,  then  were 
•'  the  gofpel  in  vain,"  i  Cdr.  xv.  14.  feeing  it  hangs  the  whole 
weighivof  our  faith,  hope,  and  falvation,  upon  Chrift  as  rifen 
from  the  dead  f.  If  this  were  not  fo,  then  would  the  holy, 
and  divinely  infpired  apoflles  be  found  falfi'witneffesy  i  Cor. 
XV.  15.  For  they  ail,  with  one  mouth,  conftantly,  and  to  the 
death  affirmed  it.  If  Chrift  be  not  rifen,  "  then  are  believers 
**  yet  in  their  fins,'*  i  Cor.  xv.  17.  For  our  juftification  is/ 
iruly  afcribed  to  the  rcfurreftion  of  Chrift,  Rom.  iv.  25. 
Whilft  Chrift  was  dying,  and  continued  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead, 
the  price  of  our  redemption  was  all  that  while  but  in  paying, 
the  payment  was  compleated,  when  he  revived  and  rofe  again. 
Therefore  for  Chrift  to  have  continued  always  in  the  ftate  of 
the  dead,  had  been  never  to  have  compleatly  fatisfied ;  hence 
tlie  whole  force  and  weight  of  our  juftification  depends  upon 
his  refurreftion.  Nay,  had  not  Chrift  rifen,  *'  the  dead  had 
"  periftied,"  i  Cor.  xv.  17.  Even  the  dead  who  died  in  Wie 
faith  of  Chrift,  and  of  whofe  falvation  there  now  remains  no 
ground  to  doubt.     Moreover, 

Had  he  not  revived,  and  rifen  from  the  dead,  how  could  all 
the  types  that  prefigured  it  have  been  fatisfied  ?  Surely  they 
muft  have  ftood  as  infignificant  things  in  the  fcripturts,  and 
fo  muft  all  the  prediftions  of  his  refurrcftion,  by  which  it  was 
fo  plainly  foretold.  See  Matth.  xii.  40.  Luke  xxiv.  46.  Pfal. 
xvi.  10.  1  Cor.  XV.  4. 

To  conclude.  Had  he  not  rifen  from  the  dead,  how  could, 
he  have  been  inftalled  in  that  glory  whereof  he.  is  now  pofTcflcd 
in  heaven,  and  which  was  promifed  him  before  the  World  was. 
Upon  the  account  of  his  death  and  fufFerings  ?  •*  For  to  this 
**  end  Chrift  both  died,  and  rofo  and  revived,  that  he  might 
**  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living,"  RonJ.  xiv.  9.  And 
that,  in  this  ftate  of  dominion  and  glorious  advancement,  he 
might  powerfully  apply  the  virtues  and  benefits  of  his  blood  to 
us,  which  clfe  had  been  as  a  precious  cordial  fpilt  upon  the 
ground.  '  ^     ' 

X  Our  deliverance,  was  in  his  death,  put  in  motion  ;  or,  as  they 
fay,  in  fieri^  i.  e.  begun  ;  but  was  finifhed  in  his  refurre^tion, 
whence  it  is,  that  our  juftificatiei  or  abfolution  from  debt  is  juftfy 
by  the  apoftle  afcribed  not  to  liis  death  but  refurrc^ipD,  6f.  Mac- 
cov.  loc.  Com.  p.  86$* 
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.  So  then,  there  remains  no  4oubt  at  all  of  the  certainty  of 
Chftft's  refarredion ;  it  was  fo,  and  upon  all  accounts  it  mnft 
needs  be  ib;  for  you  fee  how  great  a  weight  the  fcriptures  bang 
upon  this  naiL  And  blefled  be  God  it  is  a  nail  faftened  in  a 
fore  place,  i  need  fpend  no  more  words  to  confirm  it ;  but  ra- 
ther choofe  to  explain  and  open  the  nature,  and  manner  of  hit 
rtfarreflion,  which  I  (haU  do  by  (hewing  you  four  or  five  pro- 
perties  .of  it.    And  the  firft  is  this» 

Firfi,  Chrift  role  from  the 'dead  with  awful  majefly.  So 
yoo  fiod  it  in  Mat  x&viii.  2,  3*  4.  **  And  behold^  there  was  a 
**  gjxzt  earthquake ;  for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  defeended  from 
**  heaven,  and  camie  and  rolled  back  the  ftone  from  the  door, 
''  aod  fat  upon  it.  His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and 
**  his  raiment  white  as  fnow.  And  for  fear  of  him  the  keeper^ 
*'  did  fliake,  and  became  as  dead  men/*  Human  infirmity  w^s 
potable  to  bear  fuch  heavenly  majeily  as  attended  the  bufinefa 
of  that  morning.  Nature  fank  under  it.  This  earthquake 
was,  as  one  calls  it,  triumpkakjignum :  a  fign  of  triumph|  or 
token  of  viftory,  given  by  Chrift,  not  only  to  th^  keepers,  and 
the  neighbouring  city,  but  to  the  whole  world,  that  he  had 
overcome  death  in  its  own  dcvlninions,  and,  like  a  conqueror^ 
lifted  up  his  head  above  all  his  enemies.  So  when  the  Lord 
iPought  from  heaven  for  his  people,  and  gave  them  a  glorious, 
though,  but  temporal  deliverance ;  fee  how  the  prophetefs  drives 
on  the  triumph  in  that  rhetorical  fong,  Judg.  v.  4,  5.  Allud- 
iag  to  the  moft  awful  appearapce  of  God,  at  the  giving  of  the 
la\y.  ^*  Lord,  when  thou  wentcft  out  of  Seir,  when  thoa 
*'  marchedft  out  of  the  field  of  Edom,  the  earth  trembled,  and 
'*  the  heavens  dropped,  the  clouds  alfo  dropped  water.  The 
**  mountains  melted  from  before  the  Lord,  even  that  Sinai 
"  from  before  thel-ord  "God  of  ifrael."  Our  Lord  Jefus  went 
oat  of  the  grave,  in  like  manner,  and  marched  out  of  that 
bloody  field,  with  a  pomp  and  majefty  %  becoming  (o  great  a 
conqueror. 

Secoftdfyf  And  to  increafc  the  fplendor  of  that  day,  and  drive 
on  the  triumph,  bis  refurreAion  was  attended  with  the  refurec- 
tioQ  of  many  of  the  faints;  who  had  flept  in  their  graves  till 
then,  and  then  were  awakened  and  raifed  to  attend  thr  Lord  at 
hisrifing.  So  you  read.  Mat.  xxvii.  52-33-  **  And  the  graves 
*'  were  opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  faiiits,  which  flepc 

X  Eft  hcedcre  cufJi  fmfa  et  majeftdtu  i,  e.  It  is  to  march  witK 
fomp  and  majefiy«       ' 
VoL.IL  D 
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'*^  mJk^  imd  ctnie  ont  of  the  graves,  after  his  refurredion ; 
^  »)d  went  ioco  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  iwto  many." 
Thi^  wonder  was  defigoed,  both  to  adorn  the  reiurredion  of 
jChf  ift,  aad  to  give  a  (ptcimen  x;r  pledge  of  our  refurreftion ; 
V^i<:b  alfo  is  to  be  ni  the  virtue  of  his.  This  iadeed  'was  the 
refivreftiaa  of  fainps,  and  none  bttt  faiois,  the  lelorreftion  of 
4ia«y  (kinis,  yet  it  w^s  imt  a  fpccial  re&irrediofi,  imeDded  on^ 
ly  to  (hew  what  God  will  one  day  do  for  all  his  faints.  And, 
fm  the  prefeiat,  to  give  tefticuony  x>f  ChriiVs  refurreftion,  from 
|be  dead.  Tbey  were  feen,  and  knowo  of  maoy  io  the  city, 
who  doubileis  never  tbou^t.toha?e  leen  them  any  more  in  this 
^/orld.  To  esquire  curioufly,  as  fome  do,  who  they  were, 
fW^t  di&ourfe  they  had  with  tho&  to  whom  they  appeaj^ed,  and 
>^hai  ibecame  of  them  afterwards,  is  a  vain  thing.  God  hath 
Cafi  a  vdi  of  filence,  and  fecrecy  upon  thefe  Itungs,  that  wt 
Height  coAcesi  ourielves  with  the  writtea  word,  and  he  that 
**  Vill  not  believe  Mbfes  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  he  be- 
*^  lievc  tliocgh  one  rife  from  the  dead,"  as  thefe  faints  did. 

Thirdly^  As  Chrift  rofc  from  the  dead  with  thofe  fatetlites^ 
or  iattendants,  who  accosppanied  him  at  his  refurreflion  ;  fo  it 
Was  by  the  f>ower  oi  his  own  Godhead  that  he  quickened  and 
>*aifcd  himfeif^;  and  by  the  virtue  of  his  refurreftlon  were  they 
ratfed  alfo,  who  accompanied  him*  It.  was  not  the  Anget 
Vho  rolled  back  the  ftooe  that  revived  him  in  the  fepulchre,  but 
he  refumcd  bis  own  lif^j,  fo  he  tells  us,  John  x.  |8.  **  I  lay 
'*  down  my  life  that  I«iay  take  it^again.*'  Hence  i  Pet.  iii.  i^. 
He  is  faid  to  be  put  to  death  In  the  fle(h,  hut  quickaed  by  the 
Spirit,  (i,  e,)  by  the  poww  ^  his  Godhead,  -or  divine  nature, 
which  is  oppofcd  there  to»flefti,  or  his  human  nature.  By  the 
eternal  Spirit  he  offered  himielf  up  to  God,  when  he  died» 
Heb;  ix.  14.  (i*  e.)  by  his  own  Godhead,  aot  the  third^perfon 
in  the  Trinity,  for  then  it  could  not  have  been  afcribed  to  hioi 
as  his  own  aft,  that  he  offered  up  himfelf«  And  by  the  fame 
Spirit  he  was  quickned  again. 

And,  therefore,  the  apoflle  well  obferves,  Rom,  i.  4.  ••  That 
^  he  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  his' 
**  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  Now  if  he  had  been  raifed  by 
Ihe  po\Ver  of  the  Father,  or  Sphit  only,  and  not  by  his  own, 
'  how  could  he  be  declared  by  his  rcfurreftion  to  be  the  Son  of 
<Sod  \  What  more  had  appeared  in  hUn  than  in  others  f  For 
others  are  raifed  by  the  power  of  God,  if  that  were  all.  So 
itax  in  this  tt^€&  alfo  it  was  a  marvellous  refurreftton.  Never 
any  did,  or  ftiall  rife  as,  Chrift  rofe,  by  a  fellftquickning  prio» 
ciple.    For  tho*  many  dead  fidnts  role  at  that  time  alfo,  yoi  it 


"^ 
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#33  by  tkc  vktuc  of  Chrift*s  refiirreftiott  that  their  graves  latere 
o|)eaed»  and  their  bodies  qoickaed.  In  which  reipeft,  he  iaith^ 
Jobo  xi.  35.  when  be  ralfed  dead  Lazar tfs,  "  I  apa  the  refur* 
"  refticm  and  the  life,**  (i  e*)  the  pricteiplc  of  life  and  quick- 
fibg,  by  which  the  dead  faints  ^r^  raifed. 

Fourthly,  A^d  therefore  if  nay  be  truly  affirmed,  that  thongM 
hmz  dead  &iQts  ate  raiied  to  tift  before  the  re(urre6:ion  of 
Chrift,  jet  that  Chrift  is  **  the  firft-born  from  the  dead,"  as  h< 
is  called,  Coli  i.  18.  For  thongb  Laiartis  and  others  were 
Riied,  yet  not  by  themfebes,  t>iit  by  Chrift.  It  was  by  hi^ 
virtue  and  power,  ncit  their  owtf.  And  tho(3gh  they  werd 
ndfed  to  life^  yet  they  died  again.  Death  recoti^red  iheca  again, 
but  Chrift  dietb  no  more.  **  Death  hath  no  dominion  over 
bim."  He  was  the  fir  ft  that  iopened  the  womb  of  the  earth, 
the  firft-born  fronv  the  dead,  that  in  all  thitfga  he  might  hate 
Ae  pre-emtfience. 

F^tbfy^  Bat  laftly,  Chrift  rofe  as  «  pabKd  or  cominoa  per* 
fen.  "  As  the  firft  fruits  of  thefti  that  flept,"  i  Cor.  xv.  2o# 
I  defire  this  may  be  well  underftood  ;  for  upocr  this  account  it 
is  that  our  refurreftion  is  fccured  to  us  by  the  refarreffion  of 
Chrift^  and  not  a  reforreAion  odly,  but  a  bleflfed  and  happf 
«Qe,  for  the  firft«fruits,  both  affnrecl  and  ia&Aified  the  whole 
crop  or  harvcft. 

Now  that  ChriflJ  did  rife;  as  a  publk  pcrfon,  reprefentingf 
aad  comprehending  all  the  ele^,  who  are  called  the  children  if 
ibe  reJiirre^Hon^  is  plain  from  Eph.  ii.  6.  Where  we  are  faid  to 
be  rtfen  with,  or  in  him.  So  thaif,  we  are  faid  to  die  in  Adam, 
(who  alfo  was  a  common  perfon)  as  the  ♦  branches  die  in  the 
tieath  of  the  root ;  fo  we  are  faid  to  be  raifed  from  death  itk* 
Chrift,  who  is  the  head,  root,  and  reprelentative,  of  att  his  e- 
feft  feed.  And  why  is  he  called  the  Jtrft-bom,  zTkAfirft^^tgfit^ 
iertfr(m  ih6  dead^  bcjt  wkh  Fcfpeft  to  the  whole  number  of  the? 
tied,  that  are  to  be  bom  from  the  dead  in  (hehr  time  and  order 
alfo,  and  as  fure  as  the  whole  harveft  follows  the  firft  fruit!s,  fo 
IhaU  the  geaerai  refnrrediba  6f  the  faints  ta  life  eternal^  follow 
this  birth,  of  the  firft-bor»  from  the  ^t^tii. 

it  (hall  furely  follow  it,  I  fay,  ^nd  that  not  only  as  a  fo«/i- 
^ent  follows  an  antscedent^  but  as  an  effeii  ioUows-its  proper 
caufe.  Now  there  is  a'  three-fold  caftialfty,.  or  influence  thatJ. 
Chfift's  refurreftiop  hath  upon  the  faints  refurreAioff^  of  whix:iv 
it  is  both  the  meritorims^  efficient t  and  exemplary  ca<afe. 

^>  ^, 

*  Manktfid  patrified  11^  their  £rft  ^arent^  ^  the  blanches  in  the 
root,    Qreg. 
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Wjyf,  The  rcfurrcftioQ  of  Chrift,  is  the  meritorious  eaofe  of 
tlie  iaints  refurreAioo,  as  it  compleated  his,  iatisfadion,  and  fi- 
liifhed  his  payoient,  and  fo  our  jufliiicatioo  is  properly  affigned 
to  it,  as  before,  was  noted  from  Rom.  iv.  25.  This  his  refnr- 
region  was  the  receiving  of  the  acquittance,  the  cancelling  of 
the  bond.  And  had  not  this  been  done,  we  had  ftill  been  in 
our  fins,  as  he  fpeaks,  i  Cor.  xv.  7.  and  lb  our  guilt  had  been' 
ftill  a  bar  to  our  happy  refurreAion.  But  now,  the  price  be- 
ing paid  in  his  death,  which  payment  was  finiflied  when  he  re- 
vived;  and  thedifcharge  then  received  for  us,  now  there  is  no- 
thing lies  in  bar  againft  our  refurreAion  to  eternal  life. 

Secondly^  As  it  is  the  meritorious  caufe  of  our  refurreftioo, 
fo  it  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  it  alfo.  For  when  the  time  fliaU 
come,  that  the  faints  (ball  rife  out  of  the  dufV,  they  (hall  be 
raifed  by  Chrift,  as  their  head,  in  whom  the  effeBive  principle 
of  their  life  is.  «  Your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,"  as  ifi 
is  Col.  ill.  3.  As  when  a  man  awakes  out  of  his  Peep  t>  "  ^^^ 
**  animal  fpirits  (eated  in  the  brain,  being  iet  at  liberty  by  the 
«'  digeftion  of  thofis  vapours  that  bound  them  np,  do  play  freely 
**  through  every  part  and  member  of  the  body ;"  fo  Chrift,  the 
jbelievcr'smyftical-head,  being  quickned ;  the  fpirit  of  life,  which 
is  in  him,  {hall  be  diiSufed  throjugb  all  his  membeit  to  quicken 
them  alfo  in  the  morning  of  the  refurreftion.  Hence, the  warm 
s^nimating  dew  of  Chrift*s  refurre^lioo  is  faid  to  be  to  our  bodies, 
as  the  dew  of  the  morning  is  to  the  withered,  languiftiing  plants, 
which  revive  by  it,  Ifa.  xxvi.  19.  "  Thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of 
*'  herbs  ;*'  and  then  it  follows,  "  the  earth  ftiall  caft  forth  her 
«*  dead."  So  that  by  the  fame  faith  we  put  Chrift 's  refnrrefti- 
on  into  the  promifes,  we  may  put  the  believer's  refurreftion  in- 
to  the  conciujim.  And  therefore,  the  apoftle  makes  tKem  con- 
vertibles, reafoning  forward,  from  Chrift's  to  ours ;  and  back 
again  from  ours  to  his,  i  Cor.  xv.  12,  13.  Which  is  alfo  the 
fenfe  of  that  fcripturc,  Rom.  viii.  ic,  11."  And  if  Chrift  bcin- 
"  you,  the  body  indeed  is  dead  becaufeof  fin;  but  the  fpirit  is 
**  life  becaufe  of  righteoufnefs*"  (i.e>)  Though  you  are  really 
onited  to  Chrift  by  the  Spirit,  yet  your  bodies  muft  die  as  well 

f  Pr^ximum  inflrumenium  Jtvt  fedts  fomni  efi  certhruini  ittpote 
inquo  fpiritus  aninuiles  frige fiunt  et  condenfanfury  aut  etiatn  refoU 
vuntur  #/  diffipantur^  pro^mcy  tanquam  in  propria  fpirituum  ani" 
Galium  (ifficina^  et  in  quo  etiam  radiees  nervorum  ohflruuntury 
per  vapor es^  ne  fpiritus  animmles  fenfui  cotnmuni  fervire  aut  ifk 

{artes  reliquas  ififeriores  corporis  propagari  Uber4  p^fjir^x    K^^r* 
«rm.  Syft.  Phyf. /.  ('^rW j  44U  ,     .     i 
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as  other  mens;  bat  your  Ibals  (hall  be,  prefeiitly,  upon  your 
difloltition,  fwaiiowed  up  10  life.  «^And  then  it  follows,  yerfe  i  x. 
*'  But  if  die  Spirit  of  him  that  r^ifed  up  Jefas  from  the  dead, 
*'  dwell  in  you ;  be  that  railed  up  ChriA  from  the  dead,  ihall 
**  alfo  quicken  your  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in 
"  you,"  {i.  t.)  though  your  bodies  muft  die,  yet  they  fhall  live 
again  in  the  re(brre6tion ;  and  that  by  virtue  of  the  Spirit  of 
Cbrift  which  dwelleth  in  you ;  anfd  is  the  bond  of  your  myfties^ 
union  with  him  your  head.  You  (hall  not  be  raifed  as  others 
are,  by  a  mere  word  of  power,  but  by  the  fpirit  of  life  dwelling 
in  Cbrift  your  head,  which  is  a  choice  prerogative  indeed, 
'  TUrdiy,  Chrift's  refurreAion  is  not  only  the  meritorions.  and 
efficient  caofe,  but  it  is  alfo  the  exemplary  czufcy  or  pattern  of 
oar  refnrre£tioa.  '*  t  ^^  being  the  firft  and  belt,  is  therefore 
"  the  pattern  and  me^fure  of  all  the  reft."  'So  you  read,  Phil, 
iii.  21.  "  Who  (hall  change  our  vile  body  that  it  may  be  fa- 
**  (hiooed  like  untu  his  glorious  body."  Now  the  conformity 
of  our  refurreflion  to  Chrift's,  ftands  in  the  following  particu- 
lars. Chrift's  body  was  railed  fubftantially  the  fame,  ib  will 
ours.  His  body  was  railed  firft ;  ib  will  ours  be  railed  before 
the  reft  of  the  dead.  His  body  was  wonderfully  improved  by 
the  refurreAion ;  fo  will  ours.  His  body  was  raifed  to  be  glo*' 
rified  ;  and  fo  will  ours. 

Firfi^  Chrift's  body  was  raifed  fubftantially  the  fame  that  it 
was  before ;  and  (b  will  onrs.  Not  another,  but  the  fame  body* 
Upon  this  very  reafon  the  apc^le  nies  that  identical  expreflton, 
I  Cor.  xv;  53.  **This  corruptible  muft  put  on  incorruption, 
^'  and  this  mortal,  immortality."  Pointing,  as  it  were,  to  his 
own  body  whe;i  he  fpakeJt ;  the  lame  body,  I  fay,  and  that  not 
im\j/pec^aify  the  fame,  (for  indeed  no  other  fpecies  of  fle(h  is 
lb  privileged)  but  the  fame  numerically^  that  very  body,  not  a 
new  or  another  body,  in  its  ftead.  So  that  it  (hall  be  both  the 
'what  it  was,  and  the  luho  it  was.  >And  indeed  to  deny  this,  is 
to  deny  the  refnrreflion  itfelf.  For  (hould  God  prepare  another 
body  to  be  raifed  inftead  of  this ;  it  would  not  be  a  refurre^ion, 
but  a  creatbn ;  for  non  refurreSHo  did  poterit,  ubi  non  refvr* 
git  fziodcecidit.  That  cannot  be  called  a  refurredlion,  where 
one  thing  falls,  and  another  riies,  asGregory  long  fince  pertinent* 
lyobierved. 

Secondly t  His  body  was  railed^  not  by  a  word  of  power  firom 
the  Father,  but  by  his  own  Spirit.  So  i^ill  ours.  Indeed  the 
power  of  God  (hall  go  forth  to  Unburrongh  hnners,  and  fetch 

\Oftimum  in  ano^uofue genere  eft  reguh  et  menfur^  cater orutf 
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febcn  forcibly  dnt'  of  tbeir  graves;  bcrt  tte:  rdurredion  of  tbe 
(aifits  is  to  be  ei&Aed  another  way  \  as  I  opened  bin  now  to 
you.  Even  by  his  Spirit^  which  now  dwelleth  in  tbem.  Thdt 
tery  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  effeftdd  their  fptritual  refurre€bioil 
iirbm  fin,  (hall  ditQi  their  corp6rai  refurre^n  alio  from  tbd 
frave^ 

Thirdfyy  His  body  was  raifed  firft,  he  had  in  thisj  as  well  as  in 
Other  tbtngs,  tlf>e  pHre-eminence  ;^  fo  (hall  the  faints,  in  reipeA  cS 
the  wicked,  haive  the  pre*ealiDence  ip  the  rcfurreAioo,  i  ThtL 
iv,  1 6*  "  The  dead  in  Chrift  (hall  rife  firft."  They  are  to  attend 
the  Lord  at  hi»  coming,  aoKl  will  be  bronght  focth  fooner  thaii 
*w  ceft  of  the  world,  to  attend  on  that  fcrvice.  M  the  Jheriff^ 
%ith  his  men,  goes  forth  to  meet  the  jndge^  before  tbejaylOP 
bf iffgs  forth  his  pri(bners. 

F6urihfy^  Ghrift*s  body  was  marvelkmfly  iinproved  by  tbe  fef- 
(urre^tioo,  and  fo  will  onrs.  It  fell  in  weaknefs^  bm  was  raiied 
m  power;  B<^  more  capable  of  farrows,  pains  and  di(bonoxir^. 
I»  like  manner  dar  bodies  are  ''  fown  in  weaknefs,  bm  raifed 
**  in  ftrength,  (own  iii  diftionour,  raifed  in  glory.*  Sown  natu^ 
**  ral  bodies,  raifed  fpiritoal bodies,"  as  the  apoltie  fpeaks,  i  Qcif^ 
%v.  43^  44.  SpiritKial  bodi^,  not  properly  ^\mt  anakgicaUy.  No 
diftcmpers  hang  about  glorified  bodies,  nor  are  they  henccforib 
fubjeft  to  any  of  thofe'naftural  neceifities,  to  which  they  are 
■ow  tied.  Ther<J  are  no  Haws,  dcfcfts,  or  deformitlts,  in  the 
children  of  the  refurrefHon,  What  members  are  now  (^feflrve 
or  deformed,  will  then  be  reftoredto  cheir  per&£^  being  and 
beauty  ;  ^*  for,  if  <be  univerial  death  of  all  parts  be  refdnded 
**  by  the  refarreftion,  how  much  more  the  partial  deatb  of  anj^ 
**  fmgle  member  ?"  tl  As  Tertullian  (peaks,  and  from  thencefoFth 
they  are  free  from  tbe  law  of  nKWtality, "  they  can  die  no  more,*' 
Lttkc  xx>35,  36.  Thu5  (hall  they  be  improved  by  their  r^fufi^ 
rcftidn.  •  . 

Fifthly,  To  conclude,  Chrift'a  body  was  railed  from  the  dead 
to  be  glorified,  and  crowned  with  honoor.  Gb  it  wa^  aj*yf«>l 
day  to  him>  and  fo  will  the  refurreftion  of  the  iaints  be  to  them^ 
the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  their  hearts.  It  will  be  faid  to  themt 
>n  that  raorniiag,  «*  Awake,  and  fing,  ye  that  dweH  in  the  d«fty  * 
as  (fa.xxvi.  >9.  O  hpw  <tdmfortable  wiU  be  the  oseeting  be- 
twixt the  glorified  foul,  and  its  new  raifed  body.  Rfoch  mom 
Gomfoff table  than  tbatof  JaEcobVand  Joieph's,  after  twenty  y^rs 

(I  Mtmiri  dftrtmeatia  vel  ghtti^o  nsnHe  tnors  wemhrt  tfl  ?■  Sf 
univerfalis  mors  refttrre{iione  rejcindltur^  quanta  magis  portiona^ 
ih  I    Tert4iU.  dc  Refttr.  ^ 
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abfesce.  Gen.  xlvi.  29.  Or  that  of  David's  witli  Jonathan,  wiica 
ic  came  out  of  the  cave  to  him,  i  Sam.  xs.  4 1.  Or  that  of  the 
father  of  the  prodigal  with  his  Ton,  who  *'  was  dead  and  is  a* 
**  live,  was  loft,  and  is  found.'*  As  he  ipcaks,  Luke  xv.  AqA 
there  arc  three  things  will  make  it  fo. 

fff/?.  The  gratifications  of  the  foul,  by  the  fatisfaftion  of  its 
naturd  appetite  of  union  with  its  own  body.  For  even  glorified 
(wis  in  heaven  have  fuch  an  appetitioo  and  defire  of  re-union, 
bdeed,  the  angels,  who  are  pure  fpirits,  as  they  never  had  uni« 
OQ  with,  fo  they  have  no  inclination  to  matter ;  but  fouls  are  o- 
Acrwife  tempered  and  difpofed.  We  are  all  fenfible  of  its  affec- 
tion to  the  body  now,  in  its  compounded  ftate,  we  feel  the  ten« 
dcrcarc  it  hath  for  the  body,  the  fympathy  with  it,  and  lothpefs 
to  be  (eparated  from  it.  It  is  faid,  i  Cor.  v.  6.  ••  To  be  at 
•*  home  in  the  body.'*  And  had  not  God  implanted  fuch  an  io- 
cKoation  to  this  its  tabernacle,  in  it,  it  would  not  have  paid  that 
doe  refpeA  it  owes  the  body  while  it  inhabited  in  it,  nor  have 
regarded  what  became  of  it  when  it  left  ir.  This  inclinatioii 
remains  ftill  with  it  in  heaven,  it  reckons  not  itfclf  compieatly 
happy  tiM  its  old  dear  companion  and  partner  be  with  it,  and  ia 
that  fenfe  fome  underftand  thole  words,  Job.xiv.  14.  "  All  the 
**  days  of  my  appointed  time,"  /.  e.  of  the  time  appointed  for  my 
body  to  remain  in  the  grave,  iviil  I  wait  till  my  change  (viz, 
^at  which  will  be  made  by  the  refurreAion)  csme ;  for  it  is  mani- 
fcft  enough  he  fpeaks  there  of  the.refurrcftion.  Now,  whea 
this  its  inclination  to'its  own  body,  its  longings  and  hankeringa 
after  it,  are  gratified  with  a  fight  and  enjoymeet  of  it  again,  oh 
what  a  comfortable  meeting  will  this  make  it !  cfpecially  if  we 
confider. 

Secondly^  The  excellent  temper  and  ftatc  in  which  they  fhall 
meet  eac))  other.  For,  as  the  body  (hall  be  raifed  with  all  the 
improvements  and  endowments  imaginable,  which  may  render 
it  amiable,  and  every  way  defirable,  lb  the  foul  comes  down  im- 
mediately from  God  out  of  heaven,  (hining  in  its  holinefs  and 
glory,  it  comes  perfumed  out  of  thofe  ivory  palaces,  with  « 
flrong  fcent  pf  heaven  upon  it.  And  thus  i%  re-enters  its  body, 
aud  animates  it  again.     I^ut^ 

Thirdly^  And  principally,  that  wherein  the  chief  joy  of  this 
ibeeting  confifts,  is  the  end  for  which  the  glorified  foul  comer 
down  to  cjuicken  and  repofiefs  It,  namely,  to  meet  the  Lord,  and 
ever  to  he  with  the  l^ord  To  receive  a  full  reward  for  all  rhc 
labours  and  fervices  it  performed  to  God  in  tbii  world.  Thi$ 
9iuft  oeeds  make  that  day,  a  day  of  triumph  and  exultations^ 
U  cpoes  put  of  the  gra^,  u  Meph  ou  oi  tiU  priioai  t9  U  a4« 
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yatioed  to  the  hlgheft  honotnr.  ^  O  do  but  imagine  what  an  extafy 
of  jdy,  and  ravi^lng  pleafure  it  will  be,  for  afoul  thus  torefumc 
its  own  body,  and  fay  as  it  were,  unto  it,  come  away,. my  dear, 
my  ancienjt  friend,  who  fervedft  and  fufferedft  with  me  in  the 
world  ;  come  along  with  me  to  meet  the  Lord,  in  whofe  pre- 
leoce  I  have  been  ever  fince  I  parted  with  thee.  Now  thy  boun- 
tiful Lord  hath  remembred  thee  alfo,  and  the  day  of  thy  glorifi* 
cation  is  come.  Surely  it  will  be  a  joyful  awaking.  For,  do 
but  imagine,  what  a  joy  it  is  for  dear  friends  to  meet  after  long 
ieparation,  how  do  they  ufe  to  give  demonftrations  of  their  love 
and  delight  in  each  other,  by  embraces,  kifles,  tears,  if€.  Or 
frame  but  to  yourfelves  a  notion  of  perfeft  health,  when  « 
fprightly  vivacity  runs  through  every  part,  and  the  fpirits  do, 
as  it  were,  dance  before  us,  when  we  go  abbut  iany  hufinefs  ;  et 
pecially  to  fuch  a  bufinefs  as  the  bufinefs  of  that  day  will  be,  to 
receive  a  crown,  and  a  kingdom.  Do  but  imagine,  then,  what 
a  fun-fhine  morning  this  will  be,  and  how  the  pains  and  agonies, 
cold  fweats,  and  bitter  groans  at  parting  will  be  rccompenied  by 
the  joy  of  fuch  a  meeting  ? 

And  thus  I  have  ftiewed  you  the  certainty  of  Chrjft's  refnr-^ 
reftion,  thenature  and  properties  of  it,  the  threefold  influence 
it  hath  on  the  faints  refurreftion,  and  the  conformity  of  ours 
unto  bis,  in  thefe  five  refpefts.  His  body  rofe  fubftantially  the 
j&me,  fo  (faall  ours ;  his  body  was  raifed  by  the  Spirit,  fo  (halt 
ours.  Not  by  the  Godhead  of  Chrift,  as  his  was,  but  by  the 
Spirit,.,  who  is  the  bond  of  our  union  with  Chrift.  He  was  raif* 
c4  as  the  firft-begotten  from  the  dead,  fo  the  dead  in  Chrift  ftiall 
rife  firft.  His  body  was  improved  by  the  refurreftion,  fo  ftiall 
our^.     From  the  confideration  of  all  which. 

Inference  i.  We  infer,  that  if  Chrift  was  thus  raifed  from  the 
dead,  then  death  is  fairly  overcome,  and  fwailowed  up  in  viBo^ 
ry  •  ;  were  it  not  fo,  it  had  never  let  Chrift  efcape  out  of  the 
grave.  The  prey  of  the  terrible  had  never  been  thus  refcued 
out  of  its  paws.  Death  is  a  dreadful  enemy,  it  defies  all  the  fons 
aad  daughters  of  Adam.    None  durft  cope  with  this  king  of  ter- 

*  How  far  fhort  do  we  come  of  the  prinjitive  GhrifHaos,  whofe  s 
faith  in  the,  refurreftion,  and  contempt  of  <^eath,  Cyprian  thus  ex- 
prefies  :  With  a  found  mind,  firm  faith,  and  undaunted  courage, 
we  are  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  whole,  will  of  God,  ail  fear  of  death 
being  excluded ;  we  think  on  the  immortality  which  follows  ;  and 
when  the  fet  time  of  God's  fending  for  us  approaches,  we  come  to 
him  at  his  call  willingly  ai^d  without  delay.     Cypr,  fe6}»  5.  de  hapf  ^ 
But  when  we  come  to  die,  we  pafs  into  itnmortaUty  by  death  :  This  ' 
is  not  a  coming  to  our  end  but  a  tranilatiog  of  us.     t^/r.  ubifu^ra* 
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Tors  but  Chrift,  asd  he,  by  dying,  went  into  tfaeTcry  den  of 
diis  drag^,  foi^bt  with  it,  and  foiled  it  in  the  grave,  its  owo 
lerritoriec  and  dominions^  and  came  off  a  conqueror.     For,  as 
thtapoftie  ipeakSy  A&%  n.  24,  *'  it  was  impoilible  it  (hould  hold 
"  or  detain  him.''  .  Never  did  death  meet  with  its  over-match 
.i)efore  }t  met  with  Cfarifi,  and  he  conquering  it  for  us,  and  ia 
•oor  names,  rifing  as  our  ceprefentative,  now  every  fiogie  faint 
triompbs  over  it  as,  a  vanquiQied  enemy,  ^  Cor.  xv.  55.  '*  O 
"  death,  where  is.  thy  ftiog?  O  grave  where  it  thy  viAory? 
''  Thanlcshe  to  God,  who  hath  given  us  the  vidory  throngh 
''  our  Lord  Je&s  Chria."     Thus,  like  Joftina,  they  fet  the 
foot  of  Jauh  upon  the  neck  of  that  kii^,  aod,  with  anholy  fcocn, 
deride  its  power.    **  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  ?"  If  it  be  ob« 
je&d  (hat  it  is.iaid,  i  Cor.  xv.  261  '*  The  laft  enemy  tiiat  is  to 
"  bedeflrqyed  is  death."*     And  if  (b^  then  it  (hould  feem  die 
'Victory  is  not  yet  atcbieved,  and  io  we  do  but  boaft  before  the 
viAory ;  it  is  at  hand  to  reply,  that  the  victory  over  death,  ob- 
tained by  Chrift's  xeforreflion,  is  twofold,  either  p/iy^iztf/ and  iis- 
compkat^  or  gea^ral  atid  compltat.    He  adnally  overcame  it  at 
bis  refarre^Hon,  in  his  owi)  peribn,  perfeflly  and  virtually  for  us, 
as  oar  head  ;  but  at  the  general  refiirreAion  of  the  faints  (which 
his  reforreflion,  as  the  fird-fruits,  alTures  them  of)  then  it  will 
be  utterly  vanquished  and  delhoyed.     Till  then,  it  will  exerdfe 
fome  little  power  over  the  bodies  of  the  faints,  in  which  refpeft 
it  is  called  xhclafi  enemy.    For  fin,  the  chief  enemy  that  let  it 
in,  that  was  conquered  utterly  and  eradicated  when  they  died  ; 
bot  death  holds  their  bodies  in  the  grave  till  the  coming  erf*  Chrift, 
and  then  it  is  utterly  to  be  vanqnifiied.    For  after  tiut  they  caa 
die  no  more,  Luke  xx.  35.  "  And  then  (hall  be  brought  to  pais 
"  that  iaying  that  is  written,  Death  is  fwallowed  up  in  viAo* 
ry  f."    Then  and  not  till  then,  will  that  conqueft  be  fully 
compleated  in  our  perfons,  though  it  be  already  fi>  in  Obrift's ; 
now  incompleatly  in  ours,  and  then  compleatly  and  fully  for  e* 
ver.   For  the  fame  word  which  fignifies  vi6lory  doth  alio  fignify 
perpetuity,  and  in  this  place,  a  final  or  perpetual  conqueft* 
And,  indeed,  now  it  (mites  only  with  its  dart,  not  with  its  flings 
•and  that  btit  the  beBever's  body  alfo,  and  the  body  but  for -a 
time  remains  under  h  neither.    So  that  there  is  no  reafoo  why 
^^  believer  ifaould  ftand  in  a  flaviCh  fear  of  it. 
' .  Irferena  a.  Is  Cfarifl,  and  hath  hia  refurredioa  inch  a  po- 

i    t  Mfirpia  eft  mors  ti  ii^n  inperpetuMmy  ex  Ife^tyeo  HKJ  fued 
a(  viaoriam^gnijkaf  et  p^rgetuitaUm.    GkC  KheC  iae.  f .  4ai. 
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teat  and  comfortable  iafluence  into  the  refurreftibn  of  the  faints  I 
Then  it  u  the  duty^  and  will  be  the  wifdom  of  the  people  (^  God, 
fi  to  govern,  di/pqfe,  and  employ  their  bodies ,  as  become  men  and 
ivomen,  that  underhand  what  glory  is  prepared/or  them  at  the 
refurreBionofthejuft.     Particularly,     ^  ' 

Firft,  Be  not  fondly  tender  of  them,  bttt  employ  and  nfe  them 
for  God  here*  How  many  gpod  daties  are  lofl:  and  fpoUed  by 
finful  indulgence  tp  our  bodies?  Alas!  we  are  generally  mone 
Jblkitous  to  live  long,  than  to  live  ufefully.  How  mstny  faints 
haveaftivc,  vigorous  bodies,  yet  God  hath  little  fervke  from 
them.  If  your  bodies  were  animated  by  iome  other  fouls  that 
love  God  more  .than  you  do,  and  burn  with  holy  zeal  to  his 
feNice,  more  work  would  be  done  for  God  by  your  bodies-  in  a 
day,  than  is  now  done  in  a  month.  To  have  an  able,  healthy 
body,  and  not  ufe  it  for  God,  for  fear  of  hurting  it,  is  as  if  one 
fhould  give  you  a  (Irong  and  (lately  horfe,  upon  condition  you 
mud  not  work  or  ride  him.  Wherein  is  the  mercy  of  having  a 
body,  except  it  be  employed  for  God  ?  Will  no|  its  reward  at 
the  refurre^ion  be  fufBcient  for  all  the  pains  yon,  now  put  it  ci» 
in  his  fervice  ?  . 

Secondly,  See  that  you  prcfervethe  due  honour  of  your  bodies. 
**  Poffefs  them  in  f^nftification  and  honour,"  i  Tbef.  iv.  4.. 
O  let  not  thefc  eyes  oe  now  defiled  with  (In,  by  which  you  ftiall 
fee  God.  Thofe  ears  be  inleu  to  vanity,  which  (ball  hear  the 
Mlehijahs  of  the  blefTed.  God  hath  defigned  honour  for  your 
bodies,  O  make  them  not  either  the  inflruments  or  objefts  of 
fio.  There  are  fins  againft  the  body,  i  Cor.  vi.  i8.  Preferve 
your  bodies  from  thofe  defileinents,  for  they  are  the  temples  of 
God  :  '^  If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  will  God  de* 
**  flroy,"  I  Cor.  iii.  17. 

'Thirdly  y  Let  not  the  contentment  and  accommodation  of  yonr 
bodies  draw  your  fouls  into  iaares,  and  bring  them  under  the 
power  of  temptations  to  fin.  This  is  a  very  commbo  cafe.  Q 
how  many  thoufands  of  precious  fouls  perifii  eternaUy,  for'thc 
fatisfaAion  of  a  vile' body  for  a  moment  \  Their  fouls  muft, 
becaufe  their  bodies  cannot,  fulFer.  It  is  recorded  to  the  im- 
mortal honour  of  thofe  worthies  ia  Heb.  xi.  35.  **  That  they  ac- 
•*.cepted  not  deliverance,  that  they  might  obtain  a  better  refor- 
**  region  J."  They  might  have  had  a  temporal  refurre^tioa 
from  death  to  Ufe,  fro^i^ reproach  to  honour,  from  poverty  ta 

%  No  man  can  rejoice  both  in  this  life  and  thai  which  is  to  c6rae» 
kat  he  i^uift  necel&rily  let  go.  the  one,  who  would  enjoy  the  other. 
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nches,  from  pains  to  pfcafure ;  but  upon  fuch  terms  tliey  judged 
it  not  worth  acceptance.  They  would  not  expofe  their  Ibuls  to 
fecnre  their  bodies."  They  had  the  fame  natural  affeflioas  that 
other  men  have.  They  were  made  of  as  tender  flefh  as  we  are, 
bat  fuch  was  the  care  they  had  of  their  ibuls,  and  the  hope  of 
a  better  reftirreftion,  that  they  Ilftned  not  to  the  complaints  and 
whiniogsof  their  bodies.  O  that  we  were  ail  in  the  iame  re* 
ibiatiiffis  with  them. 

Fourthly^  IVith^hoJdnot^  upon  the  pretence  of  the  wants  ytmt 
ff^n  bodies  may  be  in,  that  which  God  and  con/cience  bid  you  to 
cmmmicdte  for  the  refrefbment  of  the  faints ^  whofe  prefent 
neceffities  require  your  af/iftance,  O  be  not  too  indulgent  to 
your  owD  flefh,  and  cruel  to  others.  Certainly,  the  confidc- 
radon  of  that  reward  which  fliallbe  given  you  at  the  rcfurrcc- 
tbn,  for  every  aft  of  Chriftian  chaQ-ity,  is  the  grcatcft  fpur  and 
ioceotive  in  the  world  to  it.  And  to  that  end  it  iis  urged  as  a 
motive  to  charity,  Luke  xiv.  13,  14^  ••  When  thou^makcfta 
'^  feafi,  call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind,  and  thou 
**  flialt  be  blefled ;  for  they  cannot  recompenfe  thee,  for  thou 
**  flialt  be  recompenfed  at  the  refurrcftion  of  the  juft."  It  was 
the  opiofon  of  an  eminent  modern  divine  |,  that  no  nuin  living, 
felly  uaderfVands  and  believes  that  fcripture.  Mat,  xxv.  40^ 
"  In  as  muchlis  you  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  Icaft  of  thefc 
"  my  brethren^  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  How  few  faints 
^'onld  be  expofed  to  daily  wants'and  neceffities,  if  that  fcripture 
were  but  fully  underflood  and  believed  ? 
;  Inference  3.  Is  Chrift  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  that  as  a  pub- 
lic perfon  and  reprefcntative  of  believer^  ?  How  ah  we  alt 
concerned,  then,  tofecure  to  ourfelves  an  interejl  in  Chrijt,  and, 
cmfequently,  in  this  biejfed  refurre^im?  What  confolaiioii 
vould  be  left  in  this  world,  if  the  hope  of  the  refurrcftion  were 
taken  aw^y  ?  It  is  this  blefled  hope,  that  muft  fupport  you 
onder  all  the  troubles  of  life,  and  in  the  agonies  of  death.  The 
fcajriog  of  a  blefled  refurreftion  to  yourfclves,  is,  therefore  the 
moft  deep  concernment  you  have  in  this  world.  Aai  it  may  ht 
fccnred  to  yourfclves,  if  updn  ferious  heart-eKamtnation,  you ' 
can  difcover  the  following  evidences. 

Evidence  'U  Firfl,  if  you  are  regenerated  creatures,  brought 
forth  in  a  new  naturb  to  God,  for,  we  are  *•  begotten  again  to 
**  a  Bvely  hope,  by  the  refurredtlon  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
•  ■  dead."  -  Chrift's  refurrcftion  is  the  ground-work  of  our  hope^ 
Aod  the  new  birth  is  our  title  or  evidence  of  our  iptereft  in  it^ 
■,"■'••  E '2-  ••■ 
I  Mr.  MariW.  /     •    ^    » 
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So  that  until  oar  fonk  are  partakers  of  the  (plrittial  refurredib^ 
from  the  death  of  fio,  we  can  have  no  aiTurance  our  bodies  ihall 
be  partakers  of  that  ble/Ted  refarre^on  to  life. 

«<  Blefled  aod  holy,  (l^ith  the  Spirit,)  is  he  that  hath  part  b 
**  the  firft  refurreftion,  on  fuch  thefccc^d  death  hath  no  pow- 
**  cr,"  Rev.  xx.  6.  Never  let  uoregeneratcd  fouls  expeft  a^ 
comfortable  meeting  with  their  bodies,  agaio.  Rife  they  (hall 
by  God's  terrible  citatiooi  at  the  found  of  the  l^ft  trump,  bae 
not  to  the  faine  end  that  the  faints  arife,  nor  by  the  fame  prin- 
Cipie.  They  to  whom  the  fpirit  is  now  a  principle  of  fsmEiifi^ 
^ion^  to  them  he  will  be  the  principle  of  a  joyful  refurreBhn. 
See  then  that  you  get  gracious  fouls  now,  or  neVer  exped  glcK 
rious  bodies  then. 

Evidence  z,  /^  If  yon  be  dead  with  Chrift,  you  (liaH  live  a-- 
"  gain  by  the  life  of  Chrift.  If  we  have  been  planted  together 
"  in  the  likcnefe  of  his  death,  we  (hall  be  alfo  in  the  likenefrof 
•*  bis  refiirreftion/'  Roin.  vi.  5,  W|K^«t«i;  planted  together^ 
Some  risftpr  it  to  believers  tfaemfelves ;  Jews  and  Gentiles  are' 
planted  together  in  Chrift.  So  f  Erafmus,  '*  Believers  grow 
**  together  like  branches  upon  the  famfe  ropt.''  which  (houW 
powerfully  enforce  the  great  gofpel»duty  of  unity  among  them- 
iplves.  But  1  would  rather  underftand  it,  with  reference  to 
Chrift  and  believers,  with  whom  believers  are,  in  other  fcrip- 
tares,  faid  to  fnfFer  together,  and  be  glorified  together  ;  to  die 
together,  and  live  together;  tcf  be  crucified  together,  and  bu- 
ried together ;  all  noting  the  communion  they  have  with  Chril^, 
both  in  his  death,  and  in  his  life.  Now,  if  the  power  of 
<;hrift's  death  ft  e.J  the  mortifying  influence  of  it,  have  been 
upon  our  hearts,  killing  their  lufts,  deading  their  affeAions. 
and  flatting  their  appetites  to  the  creature,  then  the  power  rf 
his  life,  or  refurreftion,  (hall  come  (like  the  animating  dew) 
upon  our  dead  withered  bodies,  to  revive  and  raife  them  up  to 
Eve  with  him  in  glory. 

Evidence  7.  ^ your  heartland  afedHms  be  ugv;  vfith  Chrifi 
in  heaven^  your  bodies  in  due  time  Jball  he  there  alfo^  and  con- 
formed to  hi?  glorious  body.  So  you  find  it,  Phil.  iii.  20,  21, 
•'  F'or  our  converfation  is  in  heaven,  from  whence  we  look  for 
«*  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  (hall  change  our  vlIc 
^  body,  that  it  may  be  fajhipncd  like  untahis  own  glorious  bo- 
*•  dy  t***  '•  The  body  is  here  c^led  vile,  or  the  body  of  our' 
.^'  vilencS."    Mot  as  God  made  it,  but  ^  fin  hgtb  marred  \i^ 

♦  Im  tinttm  emtrefcere  vel  c^alefier^ 
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Not  ahfolutefyy  and  in  itfelf,  but  relatively^  and  in  oomparifoa 
cl  what  it  will  be,  in  its  iccoud  edicioo,  at  the  reiiirredion. 
Then  tbofe  fcattcred  bones  and  difperled  duft,  like  pieces  of  old 
kroked  bettered  filver»  will  be  new  caA,  and  wrought  in  die  beft 
and  neweft  faihion,  even  like  to  Chrift's  glorio  as  body.  Where- 
of we  have  this  evidence,  that  our  conver(atioa  is  already  hea- 
venly. I'he  temper,  frame,  and  difpofition  of  our  (burs  is  already 
ib;  therefore  tlie  frame  and  temper  of  our  bodies  in  due  time 
ihaUbefo. 

^vidente  4.  ^ywi  ftrive  mw  by  any  means  to  attain  the  rt" 
fu^re^wa  of  the  dead^  no  doubt  but  you  Jhall  then  attain  what  you 
ninofirivefor.  This  was  Paul's  great  ambition,  •*  that  by  any 
^'  means  he  might  attain  the  refurreAion  of  the  dead,"  Phil.  iii. 
II.  He  m^ns  not  fimply  a  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  for  that 
all  men  (hall  attain,  whether  tbejr  drive  for  it  or  do.  But  by  a 
metonymy  of  the  fubje^  for  the adjunSi,  he  mtcnds  that  complete 
botinefs  and  perfeflion,  which  (hall  attend  the  ftate  of  the  refar* 
rediion,  fo  it  is  expounded,  ver.  12.  So  then,  if  God  have  ralA 
ed  m  your  hearts  a  vehement  deiire,  and  afliduous  endeavour  af- 
ter a  perfe£k  freedom  from  fin,  and  full  conformity  to  God,  in. 
the  beauties  of  holinefs ;  that  very  love  of  holiners,  your  prtfent 
pantings,  and.  ten(|encie$  after  perfedtion,  ipeak  you  to  be  the 
perfoQS  deCgned  for  it. 

Evidence  5.  Jfyou  are  fuch  as  do  good  in  your  generation.  If. 
yen  be  fruidful  and  ufeful  men  and  women  in  the  world,  you 
fliallhave  part  injhis  blcfled  refurreftion,  John  v.  28,  29.  "  All 
**  that  are  in  the  graves  (hall  hear  his  voice  and  ihall  come  forth ; 
**  they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  refurredtion  of  life."  Now 
it  16  not  every  aA  materially  good,  that  entitles  a  man  to  this  pri« 
vil^e ;  but  the  fame  requifites  that  the  %  (choolmen  aflign  to 
Bciake  agood  prayer,  are  aifonecenary  to  every  good  work.  The 
perlbn,  matter,  manner,  and  end,  mud  be  good.  Nor  is  it  any 
(iQglegoo<|  aA,  but  9ijeries  and  cour/e  of  holy  aAions,  that  is 
here  meant.  What  a  fpur  ihould  this  be  to  us  all,  as  (indeed, 
the  apolile  makes  it,clofing  up  thedoAdne  of  the  refurreAion», 
With  this  iblemn  exhortation,  1  Cor.  xv.  58.  with  which  I  alfo 
dofi:  mine)  **  Therefore,  my  beloved  breihreo^  be  ye  ftedfail, 
*'  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
^'  for  as  much  as  ye  know  that  yoiir  labour  is  not  in  vain  in> 
•'theJLord." 

Tbtmks  be  to  Cod  for  his  unfpeakable  gift. 

%  Si  boMtu  bona  /aoit  bette^tdbonum.    u  e.  If  one  is  good»*bt 
dots  vbai  it  gp9d»  in  ^  g9od  nitanner,.  and  for  a  good  efid«    . 
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S    E    R    M    O    N      XL. 

Wherein  the  Ascehsk>k  of  Christ  is  opened,  and 
Varioafly  improved,  being  the  fecond  Step  of  his  Ex- 

ALTATION. 

John  XX.  17.  Jefus  faith  unto  her^  Touch  me  not :  for  I  am  not 
yet  a/tended  to  my  Father )    but  go  to  my  brethreny  and  Jay 
unto  them^  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father ^  and 
'  to  my  God  and  your  God. 

IN  all  the  former  fermons  we  have  been  following  Chrift  thro* 
his  humiUatioD,  from  the  time  that  he  left  the  blefled  bofom 
of  the  Fatber :  And  now  having  finirtied  the  whole  eourfe  of  his 
obedience  on  earth,  and  rlfen  again  fi^om  the  dead ;  we  muft, 
in  this  difcourfc,  follow  him  back  again  into  heaven,  and  lodge 
him  in  that  boibm  of  ineffable  delight  and  love,  which  for  our 
fikes,  he  lb  freely  left.  For  it  was  not  his  end  id  rifing  from 
the  dead,  to  live  fucb  a  low  animal  life  as  this  is,  but  to  live  a 
moft  glorious  life,  as  an  enthroned  King  in  heaven ;  'upon  which 
ftate  he  was  now  ready  to  enter,  as  he  tells  Mary  in  the  text, 
and  bids  her  tell  it  to  the  dilciples,  **  Go,  tell  my  brethren, 
**  that  I  afcend  to  my  Father/*  i;c.    ' 

Tn  the  former  verfes  you  find  Mary  waiting  at  Chrift's  fe- 
pukhre,  in  a  very  penfive  frame;  exceedingly  troubled,  be- 
caufe  (he  knew  hot  what  was  become  of  Chrift,  ver.  15.  I^ 
the  next  verfe,  Chrift  calls  her  by  her  name,  Mary ,-  flic  know- 
ing the  vdice,  turned  herfelf,  and  anfwered,  Rahboni,  And  as 
a  ibul  tranfportcd  with  joy*,  rufhes  into  his  arms,  as  defirous 
to  clafp  and  embrace  him.     But  Jefus  faid,  "  Touch  me  not,*' 

^  In  which  words  we  have  Chrift's  inhibition,  **  Touch  me 
'^  not :"  Strange  that  Chrift,  who  rendred  himfelf  fo  kind  and 
Vender  to  all,  that  not  only  admitted,  but  commanded  Thomas 
to  put  his  finger  into  his  M^punds;  fliould  forbid  Mary  to  touch 
him  ;  but  this  was  not  for  want  of  love  to  Mary ;  for  he  gives 
another  reafon  for  it  prefenily,  *'  I  am  not  yet  afccnded  ;**  i.  e, 
fey  fome,  the  time  for  embracing  will  be  when  we  arc  iti  heaven. 
Then  and  there  (hall  b/e  the  place  and  time,  we  (ha!|  embrace 
one  another  for  evermore,^  Sp  Auguftit).    Or,  thou  doteft  too 

^  ■*  Mary  would  embraee  Clirift,  otre  ^  hti  frt^at  lovfe  to  him,  j6k| 
joy  iLat  fhf:  k%d  ftea  htm  agun  in  the  &dk. .  Bitcer.  ^m  the  ftaie\ 
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innch  upon  my  {H-efent  ftate,  as  if  i  had  now  attained  the  very 
m^t  cnlininatiog  point  of  my  exaltation.  When  as  yet  I  am 
DOC  afcended ;  fo  Cameron  and  Calvin  expound  It.  Or  laftly^ 
C^riil  would  fignify  hereby,  that  it  was  not  his  will  and  plea* 
ibre  in  fo  great  a  jundure  of  things  as  tUs,  to  fpend  time  now 
ia  cxpreffing  (this  way)  her  afTedtions  to  bim ;  but  rather  to 
Ihew  it  by  bafting  about  his  fervice.     Which  is 

The  feccnd  thing  obiervable»  viz,  his  injunAton  upon  Mary, 
to  carry  the  tlctings  of  bis  refurredion  to  the  diiciples.  la 
which  iojundVion  we  have, 

Tirft^  The  pcrfons  to  whom  this  meflfage  was  lent,  my  hre* 
thren^  fo  he  calls  the  difoiples.  A  fweet  compellation,  and  full 
of  love.  Much  like  that  of  Jofeph  to  his  brethren.  Gen.  xlv. 
4«  (ave  only  that  there  is  much  more  tendernefs  in  this  than 
tbat;  for  he  twits  them  in  the  fame  breath  with  what  they  had 
done  againft  him ;  '<  I  am  Jofeph  your  brother,  whom  ye  fold  ;** 
but  in  this  it  is,  *'  Go,  tell  my  brethren,"  without  the  iesA 
mention  of  their  odwardtce  or  unkindnefs.    And, 

Secondly 9  The  meflage  itfelf.  <<  Tell  my  brethren,  I  alccnd 
*'  to  my  Father,  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God,  and  your  God  ;" 
itftAum^  I  afcend.  It  'is  put  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  as  if  he  had 
been  afcending ;  though  he  did  npt  afcend  in  fome  weeks  after 
this ;  but  he  To  exprefles  it,  to  (hew  what  was  the  next  part  of 
his  work,  which  he  was  to  aA  in  heaven  for  them ;  and  how 
much  his  heart  was  fet  npon  it,  and  longed  to  be  about  it,  **I 
**  afcend  to  my  Father,  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God,  and  your 
''  God."  Not  our  Father,  or  God  in  common  ;  but  mine  and 
yours  in  a  different  manner,  Your's  by  right  of  donation,  mine 
ia  a  different  manner.  Your's  by  right  of  dominion,  mine  (in 
reference  to  my  human  nature)  not  only  by  ri^t  of  creation, 
thongh  fo  too ;  but  alfo  by  fpedal  covenant  and  confederation. 
*  By  predefiination  of  my  manhood,  to  the  grace  of  perfonal  o- 
ion,  by  defignati^n  of  me,  to  the  glorious  office  of  Mediator* 
My  Father^  as  I  am  God,  by  eternal  generation.  As  man,  by 
collation  of  the  gr^ce  of  union.  And  your  Faither  by.  fpiritnai 
adoption  and  regeneration.  Thus  he  is  my  God,  and  your  God ; 
my  Father,  and  your  Father.  This  is  the  fubftance  of  that  com^ 
ibitabfe  meflage,  fent  by  Mary  to  the  penfive  difciples.  Hence 
theobfervationis, 

Do£b.  That  our  tori  Jefus  Chriftf  did  mt  only  rife  from  the 

*  Mr.  Henry  Jeanes^s  Secgnd  part  pf  the  mixture  of  fcholaftical 
ttd  (ra^icai  divinity,  /,  2X3  • 
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Jkadt  hut  dfi  afanded  into  heav^ :  there  to  di^dt  aO 
that  remained,  to  he  done  for  the  compleating  the  Jahatm 
rf  his  people. 

So  much  the  apofllc  plainly  witoefleth,  Epb.  iv.  la.  "He 
"  that  deicended,  is  the  iame  alio  that  afccDded  up  far  above 
**  ,z\\  heavens,"  (i.  e.)  all  xhe  afpeftable  heavens.  A  fuU  and 
faithful  acoooot  whereof  the  feveral  evaogelifis  have  p^tn  is/ 
Mackxw.  jy.  Lukcxxir.  51.  This  is  fomeiimes  called  his ^«-  ' 
ing  away,  as  John  xvi  7.  Sometimes  his  heing  exalted,  Afts 
ii.  33.  Sometimes  hiis  heing  made  higher  than  the  heavens,  Heb. 
vii.  26.  And  fometimes  bis  entering  within  the  veil,^Hth.n, 
19,  20.  All  which  are  bat  (b  mzuy  fymnymous  pbraies»  ex|^^* 
ang  his  altenfiun,  in  a  very  pleafaot  variety. 

Now  for  the  opening  this  ad:  of  Chrift,  we  will  bind  op  the 

whole  in  the  fatisfadion  of  thefe  fix  quedions      i.  Who  afcend- 

ed  ?     2.  Whence  did  he  afcend  ?     3.  Whither  ?     4.  When  ? 

5.  How  ?     6.  and  laAly,  Why  did  he  afcend  ?  And  thefe  wXl 

'  tak<s  in  what  is  needful  for  70tt  to  be  acquainted  with  in  this 

.point. 

Firfty  Who  afccnded  ?  This  the  apofile  anfwers,  Eph.  b.  w. 
•«  the  fame  that  defceiided,"  viz,  Chrift.  And  himfelf  teBs 
us  in  the  text,  *'  I  afcend."  f  <^  And  though  the  afceniflon 
«<  were  of  Cbrift*^  whole  per&n,  yet  it  was  but  a  figurative 
•*  and  improper  expreffion,  with  refpeA  to  his  divine  dacnre, 
•<  but  it  agrees  mod  properly  to  the  humanity  of  Chrift,  which 
**  really  changed  places  and  conditions  by  it."  And  hence  it 
.  is  that  it  is  faid,  John  xvi.  28.  **  I  came  forth  from  the  Father^ 
*<  and  am  come  into  the  world ;  again,  I  leave  the  wbrld,  and 
^^  go  to  my  Father."  He  goes  away,  and  we  fee  him  do  more. 
.  As  God  he  is  fpiritually  with  us  AUl ;  even  tp  the  end  of  the 
world.  But  as  man«  *'  the  heavens  muft  contain  him  till  the 
**  reftiturion  of  all  things,^  Afts  Ki.  21. 

Secondly,  Whence  Chrift  afcended  ? 

I  anfwer^more  generally,  he  kfaid  to  afcend  from  tUs  world, 

to  leave  the  world.    That  is  the  terminus  a  quo^  John  xvi.  28. 

^  ^ut  more  particularly,  it  was  from  Mount  Olivet,  near  onto 

Jerufalem<     The  very  place  where  he  began  his.  lafi  (brrowfol 

tragedy.     There,  where  his  heart  began  to  be  fadded,  there  is 

'  it  now  made  giad^    O  what  a  difference  was  there  betwixt  the 

*  Afcenjie  tetiuf  ftiit  perftn^,  naturie  tamen  Hvina  non  couve^ 
.nit  f^fi  fgurAte,     Sed  bnmana  nature  maxlfnc  pr^pHt  conve 
Hit^  ftc.    Amef.  Med.  p.  11 4. 


Serm.  XL.  7Xr  Fountain  cf  Life.  41 

feime  Cbtifk  was  in,  in-  ibat  raoant  before  his  paflioii»  and  tids 
he  is  now  in,  at  his  afceofioa  1  Bur, 

fhirdfy.  Whither  did  he  afcetid  ? 

it  is  manifeft  it  was  into  the  third  heavens  :  the  throne  of 
God,  and  place  of  the  blefled  :  where  all  the  faints  (hall  be  with 
Mm  for  ever.  It  is  faid  to  be  far  above  all  heavens ;  that  is 
the  heavens  Hvhich  we  fee,  for  they  are  bi^t  the  pavement  of  that 
fiately  palace  of  the  great  King.  He  is  gpne  (faith  the  apoftle) 
noitbk  tie  veii,  (i.  e.)  into  the  tnoR  holy  j)iace.  i^nd  into  his 
Fadier^s  houfe,  John  xiv.^a.  And  he  is  alio  faid  to  go  to  the 
**  place  where  he  was  before/'  Johnyi.  62.  back  again  to  that 
^eet  and  glorious  bofom  of  delight  and  love»  from  whence  at 
his  incarnation  he  came.  -  • 

FfiurtUy,  When  did  Chrift  afcend  ?  Was  it  prefently  as  fooa 
^  he  rofe  from  the  dead  ? 

No,  not  fo,  for  **  after'  his  refarre£tk>n  (faith  Lnke)  he  was 
"  ften  of  them  forty  days,  fpeaking  of  the  things  pertaining 
'*  to  the  kindom  of  God."  And  truly  the  care  and  love  of  Chrift 
lohis  people  was  very  manifeft  in  this  his  ftay  with  them  %.  He 
had  ioefiable  glory  prepared  for  him  in  heaven,  and  awaidng 
his  coming »  but  hie  will  not  go  to  pofTefs  it,  till  he  had  fettled 
ail  thii^  for  the  good  of  his  church  bere.  For  in'  this  dme  he 
confirmed  the  truth  of  his  refurreOion,  gave  charge  to  the  a- 
pofHes  concerning  the  difcipline  and  order  of  his  houfe  or  king- 
Am :  which  was  but  needful,  fince  he  intended  that  their  AA9 
ftoold  be  rules  to  future  churches.  So  long  it  was  necefl&ry  he 
fhdnld  fby.  And  when  he  had  fet  all  things  in  order,  be  would 
Aay  DO  longer,  *'  left  he  (hould  feem  to  slScA  a  terrene  life  D." 
And  befidciSy  he  had  work  of  great  concernment  to  do  for  us 
111  the  other  world.  He  defired  to  be  00  longer  here,  than  he 
had  work  to  do  for  God,  and  fouls.  A  go(^  pattern  for  the 
faints. 
Fifthly,  How  did  Chrift  afcend  into  heaven  i 
Here  it  is  worthy  our  obfervatbn,  that  Chrift  afcended  as  a 
phUcperfinot  forerunner,  inour  names;  andnponour  acoMiQts  *• 

%  The  weaknefs  of  his  difciples  required  the  delay  of  his  fepara* 
^0  from  them.     Atn/ff. 

\  Ne  terrenam  vitMUvideretur  meditare,     Amef. 
*  ^  He  by  his  entrance  into  heaven  ^ves  as  the  ftrongeft  cdofbla<» 
tioa,  for  as  he  came  do\ra  from  heaven,  not  00  bis  own  but  our  ac* 
count,  fo  he  hath  uken  ppffeiEon  of  heaven  to  prepay  a  f  lace  and 
habitatian  there  for  ust    Panus  sn  the  flact. 

Vol.  II,  F 
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So  it  fs  fdld  exprefslj,  Heb.  vi/20;  fpeakiog  of  the  moft  holy 
place  Mrithiu  the  veil :  wMther  (faith  he)  tif/arertpmer  isforui 
entnd.  His  eotring  into  Ifeaven  as  our  forerooaer  implies  botb 
his  public  capacity,  and  precedency.  ■■. 

Firji,  His  pulflic  capacity,  as  one  that  went  upon  oar  bufi-  _ 
Bcfs  to  God.  So  he  himfelf  fpeaks,  Joha  xiv.,2-  **  I  go  before 
**  to  prqpare  a  place  for  you*'^  To  take  poileffioa  of  heaven  is 
our  tztSKs,  Th^  f&rerunner,  bath  refpcft  to  others  that  were 
to  come  to  heaven  after  him,  in  their  feveral  generations ;  for 
whom  he  hatb  taken  np  manfion?,  v^hich  are  kept  for  them  a» 
gaioft  their  comtag. 

Secondly,  \twit^p$:0cedency,  he  is  our  f^rerimner,  but  he 
himfelf  had  no.  forerunner.  Never  any  entred  into  heaven  be? 
I^re  bim»  but  fuch  as  entred  in  the  name^  and  through  the  vir- 
tue of  his  tncrits*  He  was  the  firft,  that  ever  entred  heaven  -iV 
reSffy,  immediateiy,  in  his  own  name»  smd  opon  his  own  acjqouat.  > 
But  all  the  fathers  who  died  before  him,  entred  in  his  name. 
To  <he  holiefl  of  them  all,  God  would  have  faid  as  EUiha  ta 
Jehoram,  2  Kings  iii.  14.  Were  ic  not  that  1  had  refpeft  to 
the  perfon  of  my  ion,  in  wbofe  name^and  right  you  come,  I\ 
wouid^not  look  upon  you.  You  muft  go  back  again,  heaven 
were  no  place  for  you.  No  not  for  you,  Abral^,  not  for 
you,  Mofes. 

Secondly,  He  afccnded  triumphantly  into  heaven.  Tathis, 
good  expodtors  *  refer  that  which  in  the  type  is  fpoken  of 
•David,  when  he  lodged  the  ark  kk  its  own  place,  with  mufjcal 
inAruments  and  fhoutings ;  but  to  Chrift,  in  the  antitype,  ^vh,ea 
he  was  received  up  triumphantly  into  glory,  Pfal.  xlvii.  5. 
**  God  is  gone  up  with  a  (hout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  t)f  a 
**  trumpet;  fing  praifes  to  God,  fing  praifea;  fing  praifes  un- 
V  ,taaur  kfi^g*  fing  praifes." 

A  tloud  is  prepared,  as  a  royal  chariot,  to  carry  up  the  King 
of  glory  to  his  {>rin€ely  pavilion  t»  **  A  dood  received  him 
j*'  outof  their  figfet,'^  Luke  xxiv,  51.  And  then  a  royalguard 
pf  mighty  angck  (acrouttd  the  chariot,  if  not  for  fiipport*  yet 
for  greater  ftate  and  folemnity  of  their  Lord*s  afcenfion*  And 
oh  what  jubilations  of  tfee  bleflcd  angels,  were  heard  in  heaven ! 
How  was , the  whole  city  of  God  moved  at  his  coming,!  For 
look  as  when  "  he  brought  his  firft-begotten  into  the  worlds. 
*i  he  6id,  let  aH  the  angels  of  God  worftiip  him,'"  Heb.  i.  ^• 
So  at  hk  return  thither  again,  when  he  had  iinKhed  redemptip 

^  Molerut  in  loe.  Geirus.  Aynfw<>)rtk» 
t  Mr.  Cafe  io  hit  Kfgali. 
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on-woi4c,  there  were  no  lefs  dcmonftrations  given  by  tliofc  blcf- 
fsd  creatures  of  their  delight  and  joy  in  it.  The  very  heavens 
echoed  and  refonnded  on  that  account.  Yea,  the  triumph  is 
sot  ended  at  this  day,  nor  never  (hall. 

Itisfaid,  Dan.  vii.  13,  14.  **  I  faw,  (faith  the  prophet),  in 
"  the  night  v'ffions,  and  behold  one  like  the  Son  of  maa  canfe 
^  with  the  douds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  days, 
*'  and  they  brought  him  near  to  him.  And  there  was  given 
'*  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom  ;  that  all  people, 
''nations  and  languages  (hould  ferve  him."  This  vifion  of 
Daniel's  was  accomplifhed  in  Chrift's  afcenfion,  when  they,  i.  e. 
Ae  angels,  brought  him  to  the  jincient  tf  days,  1.  e.  to  God 
the  Father,  who,  to  cxprefs  his  welcome  to  Chrift,  gave  him 
glory,  and  a  kingdom.  And  (b  it  is  and  ought  to  be  expound- 
^  *.  TheTathcr  received  him  with  open  arms,  rejoicing  ex- 
cecdiilgly  to  fee  him  again  in  heaven ;  therefore  God  is  faid  to 
**  receive  him  up  into  glory,"  1  Tim.  iii.  16.  For  that  which, 
with  refpeft  to  Chrift  is  cai\cA  afcetj/ton,  is,  with  refpeft  to  the 
Fadier,  called  affumpticm.  He  went  up,  and  the  Father  recciv-  • 
cd  him.  Yea,,  received  fo  as  none  ever  was  received  before 
him,  or  fhall  be  recdved  after  him. 

Thirdly,  Chrift  afcended  munificently,  (bedding  forth,  abun- 
dantly, ineftimable  gifts  upon  his  church  at  bis  afdenfion.  As 
in  the  Roman  triumphs  they  did  fpargere  mijfiHa  f,  heftow 
their  largeft  prcmifes  upon  the  people  :  fo  did  our  Lord  when 
he  afcended ;  **  wherefore  he  faith,  when  he  afcended  up  oil 
**  high;  he  led  captivity  captive;  and  gave  gifts  unto'  men." 
The  place  to  which  the  apoftle  refers,  is  Pfah  Ixviii.  17,  18. 
where  you  have' both  the  triumph  and  munificence,  with  which 
Chrift  went  up,  excellently  fet  forth  together. 

"  The  thariots  of  God,  {faith  the  Pfalmift),  are  twenty 
"  thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels  ;  the  Lord  is  among 
"  them,  as  in  Sinai,  in  the  hdy.  place.  Thou  haft  afcended 
"  on  hig^,  thou  haft  led  captivity  captive,  thou  haft  received 
"  gifts  for  men ;  yea,  for  the  rebellions  alfo,  that  God  might 
"  dwell  among  them."  Which  words  in  their  literal  fenfc, 
»re  a  celebration  of  that  famous  viftory  and  triumph  of  Davii 
OTcr  the  enemies  of  God,  recorded  t  Sam.  viii.   Thefc  con- 

F  2' 

*  See  Deodat.  and  Englifti  Anoot.  <bc. 

t  Princes,  when  triumphing  after  vj^ory,  ufc  to  difperfe  great, 
prefcnts,  and  Turns  of  money  among  the  people,  congratulating  their 
^mpkivith  joyous  flitmts,.  .  ■    ••  ^  -  .  '  ** 
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quered  eneimes  bring  him  feveral  ibrts  of  preients,  all  viUxik 
be  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The  fpiritual  feoie  is,  that  joft 
£>  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  had  overcome  by  his  de^th 
OD  the  crofs,  and  now  triumphed  in  his  afcenfiony  be  takes  the 
parts  and  gifts  of  his  eiieixiieSy  and  give^  them,  by  their  con* 
verfion  to  the  church,  for  its  afe  and  fervice:  thus  he  receiv- 
ed gifts,  even  for  the  rebellious  \  u  e.  fanftifies  the  natural 
gifts  and  faculties  of  fuch  as  hated  his  people  b^forei  dedi- 
cating them  to  the  Lord,  in  his  peoples  fervice.  Thus,  (as 
one  .obferves),  TertuUian,  Origen,  Auftin,  and  Jerome,  came 
into  Canaan,  laden  with  Egyptian  gold.  Meaning  they  came 
into  the  church  richly  laden  with  natural  learning  and  abilities* 
AuAin  was  a  Manichee,  Cyprian  a  magician,  learned  Brad- 
wardine  a  fcornful  proud  naturalift,  who  once  faid,  when  he 
read  Paul's  epiftles,  DeSgnahar  ejfe  parvulus  s  hefcomed  fudi 
childifh  things,  but  afterwards  became  a  very  ufefol  man  in  the 
church  of  God.  And  even  Paul  himielf  was  as  fierce  an  enemy 
to  the  church  as  breathed  on  earth,  till  Chrift  gave  him  into  its 
bofom  by  conversion,  and  then  no  mere  man  ever  did  the  Lord 
and  his  people  greater  fervice  than  he.  Men  of  all  forts,  greater 
and  fmaller  lights,  have  been  given  to  the  church.  Officers  of 
all  fbrts,  were  given  it  by  Chrift.  Extraordinary  and  tempora* 
ry,  as  prophets,  apoftles,  evangelifts ;  ordinary  and  ftanding,  as 
padors  and  teachers,  which  remain  to  this  day,  Epb.  iv,  8,  9« 
And  thofe  Aars  are  fixed  in'  the  church*heaven  by  a  moft  firm 
eftablifliment,  i  Cor.  xii.  28.  Tboufands  now  in  heaven,  and 
thoufands  on  earth  alfo,  are  blet&ng  Chriil  at  this  day  for  theid 
his  a(ceniioo«'gifts. 

Fourthly^  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil  afcended  mod  comfortably, 
for  whilft  he  was  bieiSng  bis  people,  he  was  parted  from  them, 
Luke  xxiv.  50,  5 1 .  Therein  making  gbod  to  them  whatis  faid 
to  him,  John  xiii.  i.  ''  Having  loved  his  own,  be  loved,  them  to 
**  the  end.**  There  was  a  great  deal  of  love  mantfefled  by  Chrift 
in  this  very  laAad  of  bis  in  this  world.  The  laA  fight  they  had 
of  him  in  this, world  was  a  moA  fweet  aad  encourag(ing  one. 
They  heard  nothing  from  his  lips  but  love,  they  faw  nothing  ia 
his  face  but  love,  jtill  he  mounted  bis  triumphant  chariot,  and 
vas  taken  out  of  their  fight. 

Surely  thefe  bleflings  at  parting  were  fweet  and  rich  ones. 
For  the  matter  of  them,  they  were  the  oiercies  which  bis  blood 

*  Thou  doff  raHe  up  teachers  of  tby  churqh,  among  thofe  who 
bate  and  perfecute  thy  people ;  aod,  from  time  to  timei  hriog^maiiji 
of  thy  enemies  to  this  tby  kingdom.    Mel.  en  the  place. 
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had  b  latdy  pnrdiafed  for  them.  And  for  thetr  extent,  tkcy 
were  doc  ooiy  inteiided  for  theniy  who  bad  the  happinefs  to  be 
npoD  the  place  with  him  from  whence  he  afceoded;  but  they, 
readi  os  as  well  as  them ;  and  will  reach  the  laft  faint  that  (bali 
be  upon  the  earthy  till  he  come  again..  For  they  were  but 
repreientatives  of  the  future  churches,  Matth.  scxviii.  20. ;  and 
JO  bidding  them,  lie  blefTed  us  alfa  And  by  this  we  may  be 
iatisfied  that  Chrift  carried  an  heart  full  of  love  to  his  people  a- 
way  with  him  to  heaven ;  fince  tus  love  fo  abounded  in  the  laft 
aft  that  ever  be  did  in  this  world :  and  left  fucb  a  demonOratioa 
of  his  tenderaeis  with  them  at  parting. 

Y'^hly^  He  afeended^as  well  as  rofe  again,  by  fats  own  power* 
He  was  not  merely  paffive  in  that  his  afcenijon,  but  it  was  his 
owa  aA.  Ht  went  to  heaven.  Therefore  it  is  (aid,  Adts  i.  lo. 
Niwent  up,  viz.  by  his  own  divine  power  f.  And  this  plainly 
evinceth  him  to  be  God»  for  no  mere  creature  ever  mounted  it«* 
felf  from  earthi  far  above  all  heavens^as  Chrift  did. 

Sixthly,  and  laflly.  Why  did  Chrift^  afcend  i 

lanfwer:  his  afccnfion  was  neceflary  upon  many  and  great 
accounts.    For,  , 

Firft,  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  he  could  not  have  inter* 
ceded,  as  now  he  doth  in  heaven,  for  us.  And  do  but  take  a* 
way  Chrifi's  intercef&oni  and  you  ftarve  the  hope  of  the  faints. 
For  what  have  wie  to  fuccour  oorfelves  with,  under  the  dailj 
farprifes  of  fm,  but  this,  **  That  if  any  man  fin,  we  have  an 
"  advocate  [with  the  Father]  :"  mark  that,  with  the  Father: 
a  friend  upon  the  place :  one  that  abides  there,  on  purpofe  to 
tranlaft  all  our  affairs,  and  as  a  furety  for  the  peace  betwixt  God 
and  us.,, 

Secondly  f  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  you  could  not  have  en- 
tered into  heaven  when  you  die.  For  iie  went  to  "  prepare  a 
"  place  for  you,"  John  xiv.  2.  He  was,  as  I  faid  before,  the 
firft  that  entred  into  heaven  dire£Uy,  and  in  his  own  name;  and 
had  he  not  done  fo,  we  could  not  have  entered,  when  we  die,  in 
his  name.  The  Foreruliner  made  way  for  all  that  are  coming  on» 
io  their  fever^  generations,  after  him.  Nor  could  your  tidies 
have  afcended  after  their  refurre£tion»  but  in  the  virtue  of  Chrift 's 
afceoiion.  For  he  afcended,  as  was  faid  before,  in  the  capacity 
of  our  he^d  and  reprefentative ;  to  Us  Father,  and  our  Father  : 
For  us  and  himielf  toa 

t  Hir  divine  power  was  the  caufe  of  his  afcettfion.*—*— but  that 
^ch  likewife  contributed  to  iu  was  the  condition  of  hu  glorified 
^7;  which  can  move  upwards*  as  well  as  downwards,    ^tnef. 
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YhirMy^  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  h^  could  not  have  beea 
inaugurated,  and  inftailed  in  the  glory  he  now  enjoys  in  hea- 
ven. This  world  is  not  the  place  wh^re  perfeft  felicity  and  glory 
dwell.  And  then,  how  had  the  promifc  of  the  Father/  bccQ 
wa^e  good  to  him?  Or  our  glory,  (which  confifh  In  being 
with,  and  conformed  to  him),  where  had  it  been  ?  "  Ought  not 
**  Chrift  to  fuffer,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?"  tuke  xxiv.  2J. 

fourthly.  If  Chrift  had  not  afcended,  how  could  we  have  been 
iatisfted,  that  his  payment  on  the  crofs  made  full  fatisfaftion  to 
God,  and  that  now  God  hath  no  more  bills  to  bring  in  again  ft 
Qs  ?  How  IS  it  that  the  Spirit  convincetH  the  world  of  rightc- 
oiifnefs,  John  xvi.  9.  ic,  but  from  Chrift's  going  to  tfee  Father, 
dud  returning  hither  no  more?  whicli  ^ves  evidence  of  God's 
full  content  and  fatisfaftion;both  withliis  perfon  and  work. 

F^thfyy  How  ftroiild  we  have  enjoyed  the  great  blefSngs  of 
the  Spirit  and  ordinances,  if  Chrift  had  not  afccnded  ?  And 
furely  we  coidd  not  have  been  without  either.  If  Chrift  had 
not  gone  away,  "the  comforter  had  not  come,"  John  xvi.  7. 
he  begins  where  Chrift  finifticd.  For  he  takes  of  his,  and  (hewr 
it  to  us,  John  xvi.  14.  And  therefore  it  is  faid,  Jbhn  xvH.  39! 
•*  The  holy  Ohoft  was  not  given,  becaufe  Jefus  was  not  yet 
•*  glorified."  He  was  then  given  as  a  ianftifying  fpiritr  bq^f 
not  given  in  that  meafure^  as  afterwards  he  was,  to  furnish  and 
<jualify  men  with  gifts,  for  fervice.  And  indeed,  by  Chrift's  a- 
fccnfion,  both  his  fanftifping,  and  his  miniftring  gifts  were 
ihed  forth,  more  commonly  and  more  abundantly,  upon  men. 
Thcfe  fell  froA  him  wheti  he  afi&nded,  as  Elijah's  mantle  did 
from  him,  fo  that  whatfoever  good  of  converfion,  edification, 
fupport,  or  comfort  you  receive  from  fpiritual  ordinances,  he 
hath  (hed  forth  that,  which  you  now  fee  and  fiel.  //  is  the 
fruit  of  Chrift^ s  afienjibn.  ' 

Sixthly y  and  Iqfily,  If  Chrift  had'uot  afcended,  how  had  all 
the  types  and  prophecies,  that  prefigured  and  foretold  it,  beeti 
fulfilled  ?  **  And  the  fcriptures  cannot  be  broken,'*  John  x.  35. 
80  that,  upc^  all  thefe  accounts,  it  was  expedient  that  he  ftiould 
go  away.  \i  was  for  his  glory,  and  for  our  advantage.  Though 
Mre  loft  the  comfort  of  his  bodily  prefence  by  it,  yet  If  "  wc 
"  loved  him,  we  would  rejoice  he  went  to  the  Father,"  John 
Xf V.  28.  Wev ought  to  have  rejoiced  in  his  advancement,  thoogh 
it  had  been  to  our  lofs ;  but  when  it  is  fe  much  for  our  benefit, 
SIS  well  ts  his  glory,  it  is  matter  of  joy  on  both  fides,  that  he  i* 
flfcendcd  to  his  Father,  and  our  Father ;  to  his  Gpd,  and  to  our 
,  Cod.    From  the  feveral  blcffings  flowing  to  us  out  of  Cbrift*s 


Sebih.  XL;  The  Fountain  of  Ufe:  4y 

i^rceoljoo^  it  was  that  he  charged  bis  people  not  to  be  troubled 
^t  his  kaviBg  of  them,  John  xtv.     And  hence  learn. 

Inference  i.  Did.  Chrifl  afcend  ihto  heaven  ^  is  our  Jefus^  ear 
ireafure,  indeed  there  /  tVhere  then  fhould  the  hearts  of  believers 
hf  hut  in  heaven^  vihere  their  Lord,  their  life^  is  f  Surely,  faiDtF^ 
it  is  not  good  that  yoiHr  love,  aod  your  Lord  (hould  be  in  two 
ieveral  countrtes,  f^d  one  that  is  now  with  him.  Up,  and  ha« 
ftea,  rfter  your  lover,  that  he  and  you  may  be  together,,  Chri- 
Aians,  you  aiceoded  with  him,  virtually,  when  he  afcended  ; 
you  (hall  afce&d  to  him,  perfonally,  hereafter;  Oh  that  you  would 
afcQid  ro  him,  fpirttu^ly,  in  a^s  of  faith,  love,  and  dedres  dai* 
ly.  Surfum  cor  da,  up  with  your  hearts,  was  the  form  ufcd  by 
the  ZBocnl  church  at  the  facran>enft.  How  good  were  it,  if  we 
could  fay  with  ihc  apoftle,  Phil.  til.  20.  *'  Our  converfation  \% 
"  in  heaven,  from  whence  we  look  for  the  Saviour.**  An  heart 
afceodanty  is  the  beft  evidence  of  your  intereft  inChriA's  afcea"* 
fioo. 

Inferente  2.  Did  Chrift  go  to  heaven,  as  a  forerunner  ?  Whai^ 
hfiefkmld  vte  make  to  follow  him  /^  He  ran  to  heaven ;  he  raft 
thither  before  us»  Did  he  run  to  glory,  and  (liall  we  linger  ?  didi 
htfleeasan  eagle  towards  heaven,  and  we  creep  like  fnails  ^ 
Come  Chriftians,  **  Lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  that  doth 
"  fo  eafily  befet  you,  aod  run  with  patience  the  race  fet  before 
•<  you;  looking  unto  Jefus,'*  Heb.  xii.  i,  a.  The  captain  of  our 
felvation  is  entered  within  the  gatjes  of  the  new  JeruTalem,  and 
calU  to  us  out  of  heaven  to  haftjen  to  htm ;  propofmg  the  great** 
eft  encouragements  to  them  that  are  following  after  him,  fayiog^ 
'*  He  that  overcomes  (hall  fit  with  me  in  my  throne,  as  I  alfo  o- 
'*  vercame,  and  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  in  hts  throne/' 
Rev.  iii.  22.  How  tedious  ihould  it  feem  to  us,  to  live  fo  iong 
at  a  diAance  from  onr  Lord  Jefus  \ 

Inference  3 .  Did  Chriil  afcend  fo  triumphantly  ;  leading  captl* 
vity  captive  ?  How  little  reqfon  then  have  believers  to  fear  their 
conquered  enemies  ?  Siuj  Satan,  and  every  enemy,  were,  in  that 
^ay,  led. away  intiiumph,  dragged  at  Chrift*s  chariot  wheels^ 
brought  after  hyn  as  it  were  in  chains.  It  is  a  lovely  light  to  fee 
the  necks  of  rfio(e  tyrants  under  the  foot  of  our  Jfo(hua.  Htr 
made,  at  that  day,  *•  an  open  (hew  of  them,''  Col.  ii,  1 5.  Their 
ftrength  is  broken  for  ever.  In  this  he  (hewed  himfelf  raor«  ^ 
i  than  a  couijneror ;  for  he  conquered  and  triumphed,  too.  Satan 
Vas  dien  trod  under  his  feet,  and  he  hath  promifcd  to  tread  him 
«odcr  our  feet  alfo,  and  that  fliordy,  Rom*  xvi.  ao.  fome  power 
oiirenci^ies  yet  retain,  the  ferpeftt  ©aj  brwfc  our  heel,  but  Chrift 
hathcn)lbcd  bis  bead* 
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Inference/^.  Did  Chrift  aiceod  (b  inuDificentty»  (bedding  forth 
{o  many  mercies  upon  his  people  ?  mercies  of  ineflimable  value, 
referved  on  purpofe  to  adorn  that  day  ?  0  then  fee  that  you  abufe 
n$t  thofe  precious  afcenfan-gifts  ofChrift^  kit  value  and  improve 
them,  as  the  choiceft  mercies.  Now,  the  afcenfion-gifts,  as  I  told 
you,  are  either  the  ordinances  and  officers  of  the  church,  (for  he 
then  gave  them  paftoTS  and  teachers),  or  the  Spirit  that  fur- 
Bifhed  the.  church  with  all  its  gifts.  Beware  you  abufe  not  ei- 
ther of  thefe. 

Firft^  Abufe  not  the  ordinances  and  officers  of  Chrift.  This 
is  a  fin  thiit  no  nation  is  plunged  deeper  into  the  guilt  of,  than 
this  nation,  and  no  age  more  than  this.  Surely  God  hath  wnV- 
ten  to  us  the  great  things  of  his  law,  and  we  have  accounted  them 
fmall  things.  We  have  been  loofe,  wanton,  fceptical  profeffors, 
for  the  moft  part,  that  have  had  nice  and  coy  ftomachs,  that 
could  not  relifh  plain,  wholefome  truths,  except  fo  and  fo  inodi- 
fied  to  our  humours.  For  this  the  Lord  hath  a  controverfy 
with  the  nation,  and,  by  a  fore  judgment,  he  hath  begun  to  re- 
btike  this  fin  already.  And  I  doubt  not,  before  he  make  an 
end,  plain  truths  will  down  with  us,  and  we  (hall  ble(s  God  for 
them. 

Secondly i  But  ia  the  next  place,  (ee  that  you  abufe  not  the 
Spirit,  whom  God  fent  from  heaven,  at  bis  afcenfioa,  to  fup- 
ply'his  bodily  abfence  among  us,  and  is  the  great  pledge  of  his 
care  for,  and  tender  love  to  his  people.  Now  take  heed  that 
you  do  not  vex  him  by  your  difobedience  ;  nor  grieve  him  by 
your  unkindnefTes  ;  nor  quench  him  by  your  finful  negleAs  of 
duty,  or  abufe  of  light.  O  deal  kindly  with  the  Spirit,  and  0- 
bey  his  voice  :  comply  with  his  defigns,  and  yield  up  jodrfelves 
to  his  guidance  and  conduct.  Methinks,  to  be  intreatcd  by  the 
love  of  the  Spirit,  Rom.  y^.  30.,  (hould  be  as  great  an  argument 
as  to  be  intreated  for  Chrift's  fake.  Now,  to  perfuade  all  the 
faints  to  be  tender  of  grieving  the  Spirit  by  fin,  let  me  urge  a 
few  confiderations  proper  tathc  point  under  hand. 

Con  fid.  I.  Firft,  He  was  the  firft  and  principal  mercy  that 
Chrift  received  for  you  at  hisfirft  entrance  into  heaven.  It  was 
the  firft  thing  he  afked  of  God  when  he  came  to  heaven.  So 
he  fpeaks,  John  xiv.  16,  17*.  "  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he 
•*  (hall  give  you  another  comforter,  that  he  may  abide  with 
♦*  you."  No  fooner  had  he  (et  Yoot  upon  the  place,  but  the 
fir(l  thing,  the  great  thing,  that  was  upon  his  heart  to  a(k  the 
Father  for  us  was,  that  the  Spirit  might  forthwith  be  difpatch- 
cd,  and  lint  down  to  his  people.    So  thai  the  Spirit  is  theftrfi^ 
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hm  pf  mercies  i  and  d€icr?cs  the  firft  place  ia  our  hearts  and 

deems. 

Coa/id.  2.  Secondfy,  The  Spirit  comes  mt  in  kis  own  name  tfs 
ftf^^OQgb*  if  &>  he.de&rves  a  dear  welcooie  for  his  6wn  iake* 
aodfor  the  benefits  we  receive  by  him,  which  are  iaeftimabie), 
ha  be  comes  to  us  in  tbe/ume^  and  in  the  hve^  both  of  the  Father^ 
ad  the  Son,  As  <»oe  authorized,  and  delegated  by  them  ;  bring- 
ing his  credentials  under  hoih  their  hands  and  feals,  John  xt. 
2d.  '*  But  when  the  Comforter  is  come,  whom  I  will  fend  to  you, 
'*  from  the  Father ;"  Mark^  I  will  fend  him  from  the  Father; 
and  in  John  xiv,  26.  the  Father  is  faid  to  '*  fetid  him  in  Chrift'a 
'',  name/'  So  that  he  is  the  meflenger  that  comes  from  both 
thefe  great  and  holy  perfons.  And  if  you  have  any  love  for  the 
God  that  made  you,  any  kindneis  for  the  Cbrift  that  died  for 
yoa,  (hew  it  by  your  obedience  to  the  Spirit  that  comes  from 
them  both,  and  in  both  their  tames  to  us,  and  who  wUl  be. 
both  offended  and  grieved,  if  you  grieve  him.  O  therefore  give, 
him  an  entertainment  worthy  of  one  that  comes  to  you  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.    In  the  Father's  name,  and  in  the  Son's  name. 

Coufid.  3.  Thirdly,  But  thati«  not  the  only  confideration  that 
(hoofd  cai^e  yon  to  beware  of  grieving  the  Spirit,  becauie  he  19 
fent  in  the  name  of  inch  great  and  dear  perfons,  to  you,  but  he 
defecves  better  entertainment  than  any  (f  the  faints  give  him^for 
bis  ovm  fake,  and  upon  his  ovm  account ,  and  that  upon  a  double 
fcore,  viz.  cf  his  nature  and  office. 

Firfi,  On  the.  account  of  his  nature  ;  for  he  is  Crod  coequal 
with  the  Father  and  Son  in  nature  and  dignity,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  23. 
**  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ipake  by  me,  and  his  word  was  in  my 
**  tongue  ;  the  God  of  Ifrael  faid.;  the  rock. dfifrael  fpake  to 
**  me.'*  So  that  you  fee  he  is  God.  The  Rock  of  If  ael.  God 
omnipotent^  for  be  created  all  things,  Ged.  i.  t.  God  omnipre* 
fenf,  filling  all  things,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  7.  God  e/nnifcient,  who 
knows  your  hearts,  Rom.  ix.  i.  Beware  of  him  therefore,  and 
grieve  him  not,  for  in  fo  doing  you  grieve  God.  , 

Secondly t  Upon  the  account  of  bis  office,  and  the  benefits  wc 
receive  by  him.  We  are  obliged,  even  on  the  (core  of  ^atitude 
and  ingenuity,  to  obey  him;  for  he  is  fent  in  the  quality  of  aa 
advocate  to  help  us  to  pray ;  to  indite  our  reqliefts  for  us;  to 
teach  us  what  and  how  to  alk  of  God,  Romi.  viii.  26.  He  comes 
to  us  as  a  Comforter,  John  xiv.  i6.  Aod  pone  like  him.  His 
'workas  to  take  of  thrift's  and  fbev/  it  to  us  *,  i.  e^  to  take  of 

\ 
*  JohnJSvi.  14. 
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liiff deitb,  refiirrcftioti,  aicenfioa^  yea^  of  hW  very  prefect  mtee^ 
ceflioD  ia  heaveo,  and  (hew  ic  to  us.  He  can  be  with  u$  mw 
mbiwmr,  be  can,  (as*oDewcil  obferves),  tell  y©Uvwhat  were 
the  very  iaft  thbiights  Cbrift'  was  thinking  in  heaven  abont  you.' 
U  was  he  that  formed  the  body  of  Chril^  in- the  womb,  and^fo- 
prepared'  him  to  be  a  facrifice  for  us.  H)s  fiUed  that  h^manky^ 
with  bis  unexampled  fnlnefs  f.  So  fitting  and*  auiasnting  hlitl' 
for  the  difcharge  of  bis  office. 

It  i^  he  that  puts  efficacy  into  the  ordinances^  afid^wifhont** 
bim  they  wc^ld  be  but  a  dead  letter.     It  was  he  that  blefied' 
.them  to  your  con viftioi*  atod  ccmverfion  J.    For  if  angels  bad- 
been  the  pi-eachers,  no  converOon  had  followed  without  the  Spi- 
rit.    It  is  he  that  is  the  vinculum  unionise  bond  of  union  betwijtr 
Chrifl:  and  your  fouls,  without  which  you  could  never  have  had' 
interelV  in  Chrift,  or  communion  with  Ghrift.     It  V/as  he  that 
fo  oftenf  hath  helped  your  infirmities,  when  you  knew  not  what 
to  lay ;  comforted  your  hearts  when  they  were  oveFwhelmed^ 
wjfhid  you,  atid  you  knew  not  what  to  do;  preferved  you  ma- 
ny th^tr^and  times  from  fm  and  ruin,  when  you  have  been  upoa 
the  flippery  brink'  of  it  in  temptatkJns.     It  is  he,  (in  his  fanfti- 
fybg-work),  that  is  the  beft  evidence  your  fouls  hkve  for  heaven. 
It  were  endfefs  to  enumerate  the  mercies  you  have  by  him.    Ahd^ 
DOW,  reader,  doft  thou  not  blufh  to  think  how  unworthy  thoa 
baft  treated  fuch  a  friend  I  •  For  which  of  all  thefc  1ms  offices  or 
benefits  doft  thou  grieve  and-  quench  him  ?  O  grieve  not  the 
lioly  Spirit  whom  Chrift  fent  as  loon  as  ever  he  came  to  heaven, 
in  his  Father's  name,  and  in  his  own  name,  to  p^orm  alt  thefe 
offices  for  you. 

•  Infer,  5.  Is  Ghrift  aftended  to  the  Father  as  our  forerunner  ? 
T^en  thi  dosr  of/alvation  Jldtids  open  to  ail  believe fs^  and  by 
virtue  of  Chrtji's  afcenfim^  th^y  alfo  (hall  afctnd  after  Aiw,  fder 
idfove  all  vtjthl^ heavens  \i  O  my  friends,  what  place  hath 
dhrift  prepared  and  taken  up  for  you !  what  a  fplendid  habita- 
tion hath  he  provided  for  you !  **  God  is  not  aftiamed  to  bei 
^*  called  your  God ;  for  he  hath  prepared  for  you  a  city,-'  Heb» 
sd-  1 6.  J(p  that  dty  Chrift  hath  provided  manfions,  and  refting-' 
places  for  your  everlafting  abode,  John  xiv,  z.^  and  keeps  th^m-^ 

*  Mr.  The.  Goodwin.         f  Luke  i.  3^.  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  Col.  i.  19. 

\  Z  Cor.  ix..  6.  John  xvu  9.  i  Pet.  i*  12.  i  Johu  iii.  24. 
Rptn.  vili."9,*26-.     John xi v.  26.     Esrek.  xxxvi,  17. 

Ij  The  hope  of  future  inheritance  is  moft  fuUy  fecured  to  us  in  our 
Head,  and  we  are  fet  down  together  with  hiih  in'  heaven^  £ph.  iu 
6.    Synopjis  furiorss  TbsoL  Diff.  28.  /*  342. , 


^cr.yqo  tiUyopr  aWmg.  Qbov.aagoftand:.gloriobslidvdittg 
istbi|t,  where.fiiQ^  mocjp,  andftars*  (haUftioc  as  maob  below 
jonrfeet^  as  tbty are  aow -above  your  heads?  Y€ay:rachis  Ae 
]ove  Cbrifi  bath  Cp  ^  belieTert  that,  as.oae&iib,  if  tbouooly 
M^  bqea  ihe  chcffenof  Qod,  Chrift  would  have  built  that 
)|iaafe  for  bimreif  an^  thee.  Now  K  is  far  himfelf»  for  thee»  and 
iqr  .many  more,  who  (hail  inherit  wiih  .thee.  God  fend  osa 
ioyful  ffiiec^Qg  within  the  veil  with  oar  Foreruaoer,  and  fweetea 
opr  p90^  .into  tt^  wiih  many  ^  foreligbt  and  foretafie  thereof. 
Aa4,  in  the  mean  time^  let  ihe  4ove  of  a  Saviour  enflame  o«r 
beirtSyfp  thst  whenever  we  caft  aloak  towards  that  place,  where 
oqr  f  orenmper  is  JFor  us  entered,  Qur  ^ub.may  fay,  with  ineltiog 
jfeftions,  TAtm/^  he  io  Godfttf  J^i  Chrifi ;  and  again,  BUJ}id 
h  G^for  U4  f^pHjtabJe  gift. 

S    E    R    M    O    N    XLL 

Wherein  Christ^s  ^ttingat  Goo's  right-hand  is  cx- 
pdaiaedasd  affiled,  iieing  the  third  Scq>  of  Us  glo- 
rious Exaxtatioh* 

Beb.  i  3.  — IW^«  he  had  hy  himfeff  purged  dur  fins,  fat  ^rwn 
««  the  right'4)and  if  the  rriajefty  on  high, 

CHRIST  being  returned  again  to  his  Father,  having  finifheil 
his  whole  work  on  earth,  is  there  bid  by  the  Father  to  fit 
dowd  ia  the  feat  of  honour  mi  reft.  A  feat  prepared  for  hioi 
at  God's  right-hand,  that  makes  it  honourable  ;  and  all  his  ene- 
mies as  a  footftool  under  his  feet  that  makes  it  eaCy.  How 
fflnch  isthe  flatc  and  condition  of  Jefu^  Qirift  changed  in  a  few 
^ys !  Here  h^  grpancd,  wept,  laboured,  fuffered,  f^^cat,  yea, 
fwear  blood,  and  found  no  reft  in  this  world,  but  when  he  con^s 
to  heaven,  there  he  enters  into  reft,  Sits  down  for  ever  in  the 
kigheft  and  ea&eft  throne,  prepared  by  the  Father  for  him,  when 
tehad  done  his  work.  **  When  he  had  by  himfelf  purged  our 
"  fins,  he  fet  down/*  ^c.    .     '       ' 

The  fcdpe  of  this  epiftic  Is  to  demonfhate  Chrift  to  be  the 
fojnefs  of  all  legal  types  and  ceremonies,  and  that  whatever  light 
glimmered  to  the  world  through  thcni,  yet  it  was  but  as  th^ 
Cfihi  of  the  day-ftar,  to  the  light  of  this  fup. 

la  this  chapter,  Chrift  the  fubjedl  of  ^  ^UUc,  is  ddci:ih(A 
G  i    '^ 


44     ^  .      •  7%^  FountiAi  cf  tSfe.  Seem.  XLI. 

and  particularly,  In  this  third  veHe,  he  is  defolbed  three  ways. 

Eirfi^  By  his  effential  aod  primeval  glory  and  dignity,  he 
is  MMtfytf^/My  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  the  very 
fplendor  of  glory,  the  very  refolgeoqr  of  that  fon  of  glory. 
.^*  *  The  primary  reafon  of  that  appellatioD  is  Dirith  refpefi  to 
^'  bis  eternal  and  ineffable  generation,  light  of  light,  as  the 
**  Ntcene  treed  exprefles  it;  As  a  beam  of  light  proceeding  from 
^*  the  fun.  And  this  fecondary  reaibn  of  it,  is  with  reipeft  to 
.  *'  men,"  for  look  as  the  fun  commnnicates  its  light  and  influence 
to  ns,  by  its  beams,  which  it  projefts ;  fo  doth  God  commoDi- 
cate  hi^  goodnefs,  and  manifeft  himfelf  to  us,  by  Chrift.  "  Yeai 
•*  Jie  is  the  ixpreft  image,  or  charaJter  of  his  perfon.  Not  a$ 
**  the  imprefled  image  of  the  feal  upon  the  wax,  but  as  the  en- 
**  graving  in  the  feal  itfelf  f."  Thus  he  is  defalbcd  by  his  ef- 
iential  glory. 

Secondly,  He  is  defcribed  by  the  work  he  wrought  here  on 
earth,  in  his  humbled  ftate>  and  it  was «  glorious  ^ork,  and 
that  wrought  out  by  his  own  fingle  hand,  **  when  he  had  by 
**  himfelf  purged  our  fins."  A  work  that  all  the  aDgels  in 
'heaven  could  not  do,  but  Chrift  did  it.  '^^ 

TMrdfyy  and  laftly.  He  is  defcribed  by  his  gIory»  the  which 
(as  a  reward  of  that  work)  he  now  enjoys  in  heaven.  "  When 
<<  he  had  by  himielf  purged  our  fins,  he  fat  down  on  the  right- 
«<  hand  of  the  majefty  on  high,"  /.  e,  the  Lord  doathed  him 
with  the  greateft  power,  and  higheft  honour,  that  heaven  itfelf 
could  afford ;  for  fo  much  this  phrafe  of  *^  fitting  down  on  the 
**  right-hand  of  the  majefty"  imports,  as  will  appear  in  the  ex- 
plication of  this  pdnt,  which  is  the  refult  of  this  claufe,  viz. 

Doft.  That  wken  cur  Lord  Jefas  Chr^  had  finifbed  his  vfwk 
cm  earlA^  he  was  placed  in  the  feat  efthe  higheft  honour f 
and  authority  /  at  the  right-hand  of  God  in  heaven. 

This  truth  is  transformingly  glorbus.  Stephen  had  but  a 
;glimpfe  of  Chrift  at  his  Father's  right-hand,  and  it  canfed  "  his 
**  face  to  (hine,  as  it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angd,"  Ads  viL 
56.    This,  his  high  advancement,  was  foretold  and  piomifed 

•  Ratio  afpelUihnes  frimaria  eft  refpedu  Patris  eeleftii  A  quo 
ah  aterne,  per  ineffahilem  ginerationem  inflar  luminis^  de  lumine 
refplenduity  ficundatia  rejpeitu   hoffiinum,  &c.    GiaiT.   Rhet.  p. 

t  Xofwfluf  infculpere  dicitur,  non  torn  Imaginein  ex  ftgillo  cera 
infrejantt  quam  ipfumjgilium  denotare^  GM.  Rhet,  fac.p«  159. 
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before  die  work  of  redemption  ivas  tiJcen  in  hand,  PfiL  ex.  i. 
*<  llie  Lord  laid  QOto  my  Loid,  fit  thoa  at  my  right«haod. 
'<  until  I  n»ke  thine  enemies  thy  (botftool.''  And  thispromiie 
vas  ponAttally  peiformed  to  Chrift,  tfter  his  rerurredioia  and 
;i£:eniiQa,  in  bis  iopreme  exaltation,  far  above  all  aeated  beings, 
in  heaven  and  earth,  £ph.  u  20,  21,  22.  We  (hali  here  open 
two  things  in  the  dodrinal  part,  vie.  What  is  meant  by  God's 
right-hand,  and  what  is  implied  in  Chrifl's  fitting  theie»  with 
bis  enemies  for  a  footltooL 

F'ttfi^  What  are  we  to  nnderftand  here  by  God's  right-hand? 
t  It  is  obvious  enough,  that  the  expreflion  is  not  proper,  bnt 
figurative  and  borrowed.  God  hath  no  hand,  right  or  left ; 
bdt  it^is  a  coHdeicending  expreifion,  wherein  God  (loops  to  the! 
creature's.underfianding,  and  by  it  he  would  have  us  to  ondcr- 
fiaad  honour,  power,  and  nearnefs. 

Firjt^  The  right-hand  is  the  hand  of  honour,  the  upper 
hand,  where  we  place  thofe  whom  we  highly  efteem  and  ho* 
nourt  So  Solomon  placed  his  mother  m  a  feat,  at  bis  right- 
hand,  i  Kings  ii.  19.  So,  m  token  of  honour,  God  fets 
Chrifl  at  his  right-h.ind ;  which;  on  that  account,  in  the  text 
b  called  the  right-hand  of  Majefty.  God  hath  therein  exprel^ 
fed  more  favour,  delight,  and  honour,  to  Jefus  CbriA,  than.6« 
ver  he  did  to  any  creature.  ^'  To  which  of  the  angels  faid  he 
**  at  any  time*  fit  thon  on  my  rigbt*hand^'  Heb.  i.  tj. 

Secondfy^  The  right-hand  is  the  hand  of  power  :  we  all  it 
the  weapon  knul,  and  the  'working  hand.  And  the  fetting  of 
Chrift  there,  imporls  his  exaltation  lb  the  highcft,  authority, 
and  moft  fnpreme  dominion.  Not  that  God  the  Father  hath 
puthunfelf  out  of  his  authority,  and  advanced  Chrifl  above 
Umfelf ;  no,  **  for  in  that  he  faith  he  hath  put  all  things  un- 
*'  der  him>  it  is  manifeft  that  he  is  excepted  which  did  put  all 
"  things  under  him,"  1  Gor.  xv.  27.  fiut  to  fit  as  an  entbron* 
ed  king  at  God'^  right-hand,  imports  power,  yea,  the  moft 
fcvereign  and  fupreiose  power ;  and  to  Ghrift  himfelf  calls  the 
right-hand  at  which  he  fits.  Mat.  xxvi.  64.  "  Hereafter  je 
**  (hall  fee  the  Son  of  man  fitting  on  the  right-hand  of  pow- 
*^  er.? 

Thirdly 9  And  as  it  fignifies  honour  and  power,  fi)  nearnefs  in 

t  The  n^t  hand  of  God  denotes  divine  honour  and  gtory,  on 
^ch  the  Son  of  God,  who  exited  before  all  ages,  as  God,  in  the 
higlieft,  co-eflential  with  the  Father,  and  incarnate  in  th^  latter 
times,  ikt  down  wilh  his  glorified  body.    Damafc,  lib.  4.  €.  2.  de 


|>kior«'\A$^we  #(e  sM>  Alj  at  m^^jf  elb^m,  afid  /p  4t  is  :»ppiie4  to 
i^\&y  m  Pfal.  ex.  5.  "  The  Lor4  at  ihy  rjght-han4,  (hall 
.**  ftiikp  thrcMigh  kings  io  the  day  of  bis  wrath ;"  that  is,  the 
JLpr<d,  who  is  .vefy  iiear  thee,  jpreieDt  with  thee^  be  0^11  (lab- 
ixkt  ilutie  cpemies.  This  ^en  is  what  .we  ^xp  t^  underA^nd 
<|ilf.God^s  r^t-hand»  honotir*   power,  apd  p^arot^s. 

^<mdiy,  la  the  n^ext  place  let  t^is  fee  what  Is  im|)Ji^.ui' 
|Cbrift!s.fiua\g  At  God's  right-haod,  with  bis  ^Qet|^e$  foriiis 
foot-ilool.  Aad,  if  we  attentive!  j  cqnfidcr,  we  ihaU  find  ^h^t^it 
iioplie^  an4  iioports  divers  great  and  weighty  things  in  it.     As, 

Firfit  It  implies  the  compteating  and  pei;fe^i^  of  Chrid's 
^pK^k^ubat  he  caoie  into  the  world  ahpyt.  After  his  wqr-k  W|i$ 
>«Bded,  xhe^  he  ikt  down  and  reAed  from  thofe  labb^nrs^  Ueb.  lit. 
f^«  iZ.  ''fEyery  prieft  tA^ndeth  daily  mipiAri^g,  a^d  oSerUig 
•*  oftentimes  the  fame  facrificcs;  which,  qin  ney,er  take  a^v^y 
.*/  -Tins :  jbnt  this  tian  wh^Q  he  bad  oace  offered  one,facri€€e  fpr 

V  fipg,  for  ever  fat  down  Qp  the  rjghtrhand  of  Qod.'*  ti^rp  i^e 
ji^gns  »  double  diSer^oce  betwixt  ChriA,  and  the  Leviiic^I 
jMTJefts ;  they  (land,  which  is  ^be.poAure  of  ferva^ts;  hejGtf, 
which :}S  the  poftme  of  a  L6rd.  They  (land  daily,  becfiiufe  didr 
.laccifices  cannot  tak^  a^ay  iin ;  be  md  his  worji  f ^ly,  .by  joxkc 
ofl^ing;  and  after  that  (fits,  or  r^fts  fqr  ever  in  (heaven*  Afvl 
^i$  ,(as  the  accurate  and  judicious  I>r.  Reynolds  *  ohfervea) 
iras  cKC^lkntly  figured  to  us  in  the  f^K  which  \y^£  ^  lively  .type 
0f  i^(m  CbrlA,  and  particul^ly  ip  this,  It  4ud  rin^s  by  which 
jc  was  carried  up  and  dpwn,  rill  ^t  JaA  It  rifled  in  SolQoiQ&fs 
temple,  with  glorious  and  triurqphaLfcileiQinity,  P&i.x^XKii.  g, 
9.  2  Cbrofi.  V.  13.  So  ChriO,  while  he  was  here  o;i  «?anh,  jbaf- 
iug  anoitited  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  wiiaoiu,  w^qt  .about  d^- 
jng  good,  A6tsx.  38.  and  having  ceaied  from  his , works,  414 
mlafl  enter  into  his  reft,  Heb.  v.  10,  wbich  is  thej^eayenly 
4einple,  Rev.  xi.  19. 

Secmdfy^  His  f  fitting  down  ^t  .God's  right Ja^d,  notes  the 
^igh  c<Hitent  and  fatisfadion  of  God  the  Father  19  Jbim,  fipd \ki 
Jiis  work.    "  The  Lord  faid  to  my  Lord,  fit  thou  on  piy  .right- 

V  hi^nd  ;•'  the  words  are  .brj^ught  in  as  the  words  9f  the  FaAer, 
welcoming  Chrift  to  heaven ;  and  (as  it  were)  congratulating  the 

*  Dr.  Edward  Reynolds,  on  Pfalm  ex.  p.  3^,  36. 

f  They  are  faid  to  .fy.  down,  who  reft  from  their  lahot^r,  and 
■  l^reby  refrefti  themfelves,  Gep.  xviii.  i .  in  which  fenfe  fojpe  undet- 
iftandwhat  is  faid  i)f  Chrift.  Tcrfitat  God's  righth^|id,  /*.  ^.  in 
li)e  heavens,  to  reft  in  that  eternal  blefiedndrs  witn  God,  from  tbete 
labours  and  roiferies  to  which  he  voluntarily  fatjjeded  himielf  fojr 
iia.    Ravan.  pn  the  word  to  fit*  .  "^ 
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bappf  accompinhtoient  of  bis  mod  difEcuIr  wwk.    And  it  is  as 

if  he  had  faid,  "  O  my  9on,  what  iiiall  be  dooe  for  thee  this  day  T 
<'  Thou  hatft  finifhed  a  great  work,  and  io  all  tHr  parts  of  it  ac- 
•*  ouittcd  thyfeif  as  an  able  and  fliithfcrricrvant  to  me ;  what 
*^  noDonrs  (hati  I  now  beftow  apod  thee  ?  The  highefl*  glory  in 
'*  heaved  is  uot  too  hig|h  for  thee ;  come  lit  at  my  right-haod.'^ 
G  how  Well  is  he  plea(ed  with  Chrill,  and  what  he  hath  dode  ! 
He  delighted  greatly  ro  behold  him  here  iir  his  work  on  earih, 
andby  avoicefrom  the  excellent  glory  hetold  himfo,  when  he 
fpake  from  hesTea  to  him,  faying,  **  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son, 
^*  in  whona  I  am  Well  pkafed,"  2  Pet.  i.  17.  Attd  himfelf  tclh' 
ns,  John  x.  17.  "  Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becanie 
••  Hay  down  «ny  life,"  be.  for  it  was  a  work  that  the  heart  of 
God  had  beeq  upon  fcom  eternity.    He  took  infini  te  delight  m  it. 

Thirdly^  Chrift's  fitting  down  at  God's  right-hand  in  heaVcn, 
notes  the  advancement  of  Chris's  human  nature  to  the  higheft' 
hbnoQr ;  even  to  be  the  objeft  of  adoration  to  angeh  and  men. 
For  it  is  properly  his  human  nature  that  is  the  fubjed  of  all  this: 
honour  and  advancement ;  and  being  advanced  to  the  right- 
hand  of  Majefty,  it  is  becotne  an  objeft  of  worfhip  at)d  addrati-' 
ofl.  Not  fimply,  as  it  is  flefli  and  blood,  but  as  it  is  perfonally 
oliited  to  the  fecond  perfon,  and  enthroned  in  the  fupremie  glory 
of  heaven. 

0  here  is  the  myftery,  that  fleft  and  blood  fhould  ever  be  ad-j 
vboced  to  the  higheft  throne  of  majei^y,  and  being  there  indalted 
ia  dwr glory,  we  may  now  direft our  worfhip  to  him  as  God-man%. 
aiid  to  this  end  was  his  humanity  fo  advanced,  that  it  might  ht^ 
adored  and  worAipped  by  all;  '*  The  Father  hath  coiiamitted^ 
"  all  judgment  to  the  Son,  thatailmen  (hould  honour  the  Son,. 
**  even  as  they  honour  thie  Father."  And  the  Father  will  accept' 
rfno  honour  divided  from  his  htmour.  Therefore  it  is  addecf 
iathe  next  claufe,  **  He  that  honoureth  not  the  Son,  honoureth' 
*•  not  the  Father  which  hath  fent  him,"  John  v.  72,  13.  HenccJ 
the  apoiUeSi  in*  the  falutations  of  their  epiftlcs,  beg  for  grace, 
mercy,  and  peace,  from  God  the  Father,  and  our  Lord  Jcfos 
Chrifl';  and  ill  theit  vakdiEHwa^  they  defire  the  grace  of  oi:r> 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  to  the  chorehcs, 

Faurthfy^  It  imports  the  fovercignty  and  foprcmacy  of  Chrifti 
over  ail.  The  inveftiturc  of  Chrift,  with  authority  over. the' 
empire  of  both  worlds  :  For  this  belongs  to  him  that  fits  down 
ii{«n>b  throne..    When  the*  Father  faid  to  him  *,  Sit  at  my' 

^'Therofore  t^is  fitting  down  of  Chrift  act  the  Father's  right-hand,  ' 

docs' 
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nght-haod,  he  did  therein  deliver  to  him  the  iii^r;|^/i^  and 
ucQMmy  of  the  .kingdom.  Put  the  awful  icejptre  of  govern- 
nent  into  his  hand,  »od  fo  the  apofUe  interprets  and  underflands 
U,  1  Cor.  XV.  25.  "  He  muft  reign,  till  be  have  put  all  .his  cne- 
**  mics  under  his  feet."  And  to  this  purpofe,  the  fame  apoftle 
accommodates,  (if  not  expounds)  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift, 
••  Thoo  madeft  him  a  little  Jower.  than  the  angels,"  (i.  e^  in 
refpeft  of  his  humbkd  Aatc  on  earth, "  thou  crownedft  him  with 
'/  giory  aad  honour,  and  didfc  iet  him  over  the  works  of  thy 
*'  hands,  thou  haft  put  all  things  in  fubjediop.  under  his  feet,'* 
H^b.  11.7,  8.  He  is  over  the  fpiritual  kingdom,  the  Church,  ab- 
^Itttelird  there,  Matth,  xxvili.  18,  19,  20.  Healfo  is  Lord  o- 
v«r  the  providential  kingdom,  the  whole  world,  Pfal.  ex.  2.  and 
this  providential  kingdom,  being  fubordinate  to  his  fpiritual  king- 
doms be  orders  and  rules  this,  for  the  advantage  and  beoefit 
thereof,  Eph.  i.  22, 

.  W^^y*  To  fit  at  God's  right-hand  with  his  enemies  for  a 
footAool,  implies  Chrijl  to  be  a  conqueror  over  all  his  enemies. 
To  have  his  enemies  under  his  feet,  notes  perfect  cbnquefl  and 
oompleat  viftory.  As  when  Joftiua  fet  his  foot  upon  the  necks 
of  the  kings :  ^o  Tamerlane  made  proud  6aja2;et  his  footdbol  *. 
They  trampled  his  name,  and.  his  faints,  under  their  feet,  and. 
Chrift  will  tread  them  under  his  feet.  It  is  true  indeed  this  vic- 
tory is  yet  incompleat,  and  inconfummate ;  for  now  \*  we  fee 
*^  not  yet  all  things  put  under  him,  (faith  the  apoIUe)  but  we  fee 
**  Jefus  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,"  and  that  is  enough. 
Eaaugh  to  (hew  the  power  of  his  enemies,  is  now  broken  ;  and 
though  they  make  fome  oppofition  Aill,  yet  it  is  to  no  purpofe 
at  all ;  for  he  is  (o  infinitely  above  them,  that  they  muft  fall 
l^efore  him ;  it  is  not  with  Chrift  as  it  was  with  Abijah,  againft 
<whom  Jeroboam  prevailed,  hecaufe  he  was  young  and  tender- 
hearted, and  could  not  withAand  them.  His  incapacity  and 
nveaknefty  gave  the  watchful  enemy,  an  advantage  over  him.  I 
fay,  it  is  not  fo  with  Chrift,  he  is  at  God's  right-hand.     And  all 

docs  not  fignify  properly  that  glory  and  efleniial  kingdom  which  was 
common  to  the  Son  of  God  with  the  Eather  from  eternity,  for  in  this 
rtfpe^  ev^n  the  Holy  Spirit  fits  at  the  right-hand  of  God ;  but  tbe 
oeconomical  and  voluntary  kingdom,  over  nvhich  he  is  appointed  as 
©wr^pATTflff,  /.  e-  .God-man  and  Mediator  by  the  Father,  for  the  ga- 
thering in  and  defending  of  his  church.  Sj/nofif.  fur*  Tbe$l.  htff^ 
28.  />.  343. 

*  The  man  who  {o  often  terrified  the  city  Conftaminople,  was  a 
dog  and  a  footftool  under  Tamerlane.    AuteL  Ve^. 


Seam.  XU.    ,        Vhe  9miMki  tf  UJi.  49 

the  ])0Wfr  of  Ood  ftaiuk  ready  bent  to  ftrike  throbgh  his  eoe* 

^   -ttues,  08it  fePfel.  ex.  5. 

Sixtif^,  Chrift's  fiitlog  io  heaven  Doles  to  us.  ibe  great  atid 
'^^OMlerful  change,  that  is  made  upon  the  fiate,  and  conditioa 
^f  Chrift,  /ioce  his  dcentioa  into  heaven.  Ah,  it  is  hr  other* 
'Wik  with  him  aow,  than  it  was  In  the  days  of  hts  humiliatioQ 
here  an  earth,  ^taintum  mutafm  #A  ilk!  Oh  what  a  wooder- 
feij  change  hath  heft?en  made  npon  him  !  It  were  good  (as  a 
^  Wiorthy  of  oors  fpeaks)  to  compare  in  our  thoughts  the  abafe* 
fteiitofChrift,  and  his  exaltation  together ;  as  it  were  10  c6* 
lomas,  one  Qiwr  a^ataft  the  otfier.  He  was  bom  in  a  ftable^ 
hot  oofw  he  reigns  in  his  rofal  palace.  Then  he  had  a  manger 
'for  iiis  cradle,  but  now  he  fits  on  a  chair  of  Oate.    Then  oxen 

.  aod  afies  were  his  cpmpanions,.  now  thpafands  of  taints,  and  ten 
thoofand  of  angels  minifter  roan  %about  his  throne.  Then,  id 
contempt,  they  called  him  the  C^i^ptnter^s  Son^  now  he  obtains 
a  more'  excellent  name  than  angetss  Then  he  was  led  away 
ioto  the  wilderae6  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  now  it  is  pro- 
daimed  beforeliin) ;  *^  let  all  the  angels  of  God  worfhip  him.^* 
Then  he  h:»d  not  a  place  to  lay  his  head  on,  now  he  is  exalted 
to  be  heir  of  all  things.  la  his  ffate  of  humiliation,  "  he  en- 
**  dared  the  contradlAioa  of  finners  ;'*  in  his  Aateofexattatioi), 
*'  he  is  adored  and  admired  by  faints  and  angels."  Then  **  he 
**  had  no  form  orcomlioefi;  and  when  wefaw  him,  there  was 
"  no  beanty,  why  we  fliould  defire  him :"  Now  the  beauty  of 
his  countenance  ^all  fend  forth  fuch  glorious  beams,  asihall"^'' 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  all  the  celeltiai  inbaWtaats  tound  about 

O  what  a  change  is  this  1  Here  he  fweated,  but  there  he  fits. 
Here  he  groaned,  but  there  he  triumphs.  Here  he  lay  npoo  tt^ 
ground,  there  he  fits  in  the  throne  of  gtery.  When  he  came  to 
heaven,  his  father  did,  as  it  were,  thus  befpeak  him. 

My  dear  Son,  nv^at  an  hard  travail  htjl  thou  had  of  itf 
What  a  world  if  woe  haft  thou  faffed  through^  in  the  ftretigtb 
of  thy  love  to  me,  and  mine  ele&  f  Thou  baft  been  hungry^ 
thirfiy,  weary ;  /courged,  crucified,  and  reproached :  Ah  what 
had  ufage  haft  thou  hdd  in  the  ungrateful  world !  Not  a  day^s 
reft  for  comfort  fince  thou  wentejft  out  from  jp#;  but  now  thy 
Offering  days  are  accomphfied ;  now  thy  refi  is  cceke,  reft  far 
evermore.  Henceforth  fit  at  my  right-hind.  Henceforth  thou 
Jbalt  groan,  weep,  or  bkedno  more.    Sit  thou  at  nff  right-band. 

*  Mr.  T.  CaR,  PiTgahi  part  3.  p.  ^u 
*0L.  H.  .    V  H 
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Seventhly,  Chrift's  fitting  at  God's  right-hand,  im/^&i  tAr  ad- 
vancement  of  believers  to  the  highefi  hor^mr :  For  this  fefii^&of. 
Chrift's,  relpcfts  them,  and  there  he  fits  as  our  reprefeitativc, 
ID  which  regard  we  are  made  to  fit  with'  him  in  beaveniy  piace8» 
as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  £ph.  li.  6.  How  iecHre  may  we  be  (laith 
Tertulliad)  who  do  now  already  poflefs  the  kiogdcon  I  meaoii^ 
iaour  head,  Chrift*  This  (fatth  another)  is  all  my  hope,  aod  all 
imy .confidence,  namely,  that  we  have  a  proportion  in  that  ileib 
and  blood  of  Chrift,  which  is  fo  exalted,  and  therefore  where 
he  reigns,  we  (hall  reign  ;  where  our  fleih  is  glorified,  we  ihali 
be  glorified^  Surely,  it  is  matter  hi  exceeding  joy,  to  believe 
that  Cbrift  our  head,  our  fleHi^  and  blood,  is  in  ail  this  glory  at 
his  Father's  right-hand.  Thus  we  have  opened  the  fenfe  and  vm" 
portance  of  QhrifV s  ftttmg  at  his  Father's,  right-hand.  Hence  WC 
infer,  .  ; 

Inference  i .  Ts  this  fo  great  an  honour  to  Chrift,  to  fit  enthroo* , 
cd  at  God's  right-hand  ?  IVhat  honour  then  is  referved  in  heaven 
N  for  thofe  that  are  fait  If ul  to  Chrift,  now  on  the  earth?  Chrift  pray- 
ed, and  his  prayer  was  heard,  John  s^vii.  2^,  ««  That  we  may  be, 
**  with  him  to  behold  the  glory  that  God  hath  given  him  ^"  and 
what  heart  can  conceive  the  telicity  of  fuch  a  fight  ?'  It  made  Ste- 
phen's face  fhine  as  the  face  of  an  angel,  when  he  had  but  a  glimpfe 
of  Chrift  at  his  Father's  right-hand.  "  Thine  eyes  (hall  fee  the 
**  king  in  his  beauty,*'  Ifa.  xxxiii.^iy.  which  refpefted  Hezcki- 
ah  in  the  type,  Chrift  in  the  truth.  But  this  is  not  all«  though 
this  be  much,  to  be  fpeftators  of  Chrift  in  his  throne  of  glory ; 
we  (hall  not  only  iee  him  in  his  throne,  but  alfo  fit  with  hioi 
enthroned  in  glory.  To  behold  him  is  much,  but  to  fit  with 
him  is  more.  I  remember  it  was  the  faymg  of  a.  heavenly  chri- 
ftiap,  now  with  Chrift,^  /  would  far  rather  look  but  throogh  the 
.  hole  of  Chrift* s  door,  t^  fee  but  ^one  half  of  his  fair  eft  ana  mojt 
comely  face^  {for  he  looks  like  heaven\  fupp^e  Ifbould  myer  win 
to  fee  his  excellency  and  glpry  to  the  full ;  ^than  to  e^joy.  the 
fhwer,  the  bloom  and  chief  eft  excellency  of  the  glory  and  riches  (f 
ten  worlds.  And  you  know  how  the  Queen  of  the  South  fainted 
at  the  fight  of.  Solomon  in  his  glqi^.  But  this  figbl  you  (hail 
have  of  Chrift,  will  change  yf^u  into  his  liknefs.  '*  We  flialj 
''  be  like  him  (faith  the  apoftle)  for  we  (hall  fee  him^as  he,  is," 
I  J6hn  iii,  2.  He  will  place  us  as  it  were  in  his  own  throne 
with  him.  So  runs  the  pr6mi(e.  Rev.  iii,  ci.  «^  To  him  that 
**  overcometh,  ^  will  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my  throne;  even  as  I 
**  alfo  overcame,  and  am  (et  down  with  my  Father  in  his  throne ;" 
and  fo  2  Tim.  ii.  12.  **  If  wefufFer  with  hhn,  wc  (hall  alfo 
^ «'  rdgo  with  him.'*    The  F^er  fet  Chrift  on  his  right-band. 
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and  Cfarift  will  let  the  fa'mts  on  bis  right*hati<I.     So  yon  knov 

ihe  fhecp  are  placed  by  the  angels,  at  the  great  day,  Matth.  xxv. 

and  fo  the  charch,  under  the  figure  of  the  daughter  of  Egypt, 

whom  SoiomoQ  married,  is  placed  *^  on  the  king's  right-hand, 

**  in  gold  of  Ophir,"  Pfal.  xlv.     This  honour  have  all  thp  laints. 

0  amazing  love  1  What,  we  fet  on  thrones,  while  as  good  as  we 

bynarurehowl  in  flames  1  O  what  manner  of  love  is  this !  Theie 

exprefliOQs  indeed  do  not  intend,  that,  the  faints  (hall  be  fet  in 

^'gl^^f  S^ory  than  Chrift;  or  that  they  fhall  have  a  parity  of 

glory  with  Chrift,  for  in  all  things  he  muft  have  the  pre-emtn<- 

ence:  But  they  note  the  great  honour  that  Chrift  will  put  upon 

the  faints ;  as  alio,  that  his  glory  (hall  be  their  glory  in  heaven. 

'*  As  the  i^ory  of  the  hu(band  redounds  to  the  wife ;"  X  and 

again,  thetr  glory  will  be  his  glory,  2  Thef.  i.  10.  and  fo  it  will 

be  a  ibcial  glory.    O  it  is  admirable  to  think,  whither  free  grace 

'>  bth  already  mounted  up  poor  duft  and  a(hcs ! 

To  think  how  nearly  we  are  related  bow  to  this  roya!, 
princely  Jefus  !  But  how  much  higher  are  the  defigns  of  grace, 
that  are  not  yet  come  to  their  parturient  fulnefs,  they  look  be* 
yood  all  this  that  we  now  know  1  *^  Now  are  we  the  fons  of  God, 
'*  bat  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  (hall  be/'  i  John  iii.  2. 
Ah  what  reaiba  have  you  to-  honour  Chrift  on  earth,  who  is 
preparing  fuch  honoqr^  foryou  in  heaven. 

hfer,  2.'  /f  Chrifi  Jefus  thus  enthroned  in  beaven,  then  hovf 
mp^ble.is  ity  that  ever  his  interejl  Jhould  mifcarry  or  fink  on 
earth?  The  church  hath  many  fubtle  and  potent  enemies. 
True,  but  as  Haman  could  not  prevail  againft  the  Jews,  whilft 
Efther  thdt  friend  fpake  for  them  to  the  king,  no  more  can 
tbcy,  whilft  our  Jefus  fits  at  his,  and  our  Father's  right-hand. 
Will  he  fuffer,h]s  enemies  that  are  under  his  feet,  to  Hie  up  and 
pnB  out  his  eyes,  think  you  i  Surely  they  that  touch  his  people, 
"  touch  the  very  apple  of  his  eye,"  Zech.  ii.  8.  "  He  muft  reign 
"  till  all  his  enemies  arc  put  under  his  feet,"  1  Cor.xv.  25.  The 
«emy  under  his  feet,  (hall  not  deftroy  the  children  in  his  arms. 
He  fits  in  heaven  on  purpofe  to  manage  all  to  the  advantage  of 
Mschurch,  Eph.  i.  22.  Are  our  enemies  powerful ;  lo  our  king 
J/tts  (ni  the  right-hand  of  power.  Arc  they  fubtle  and  deep  in 
th«r  contrivance;  he  that  fits  on  the  throne,  overlooks  all  they 
fc;  Heaven  overlooks  heH.  "  He  that  fits  in  heaven  beholds," 
and  derides  their  attempts,  Pfal.  ii.  4.  He  may  permit  hisene- 
nies  to  firaiten  them  in  cme  place,  but  it  (hall  be  for  their  en- 
*  ■  t 

J  Vxor  fplendefci^  in  radiis  mariti^ 
H  % 


hrgemeiit  !a  mother*  Fot  it  is  with  cte  cbardi,  w  U  it  witfe 
the  fea;  what  it  lofts  \n  ioim  pl4ce,  it  ge&  ia  aftoth^;  aad  &»  ^ 
really  lofes  oothiog.  H^  laay  ibffef  them  alfo  to  difli^ers^  us  vaL 
ontwards,  but  thiit  flwll  be  retom^ofed  with  iaward  lad  bett^f 
mercies;  and  fo  we  (hall  ibfe  aochtog  by  diat.  A  footftool 
yoo  know  is  ufefui  to  hhn  that  treads  oq  it,  aaj  fefves  to  life 
him  Uf  higher;  fofliall  Ghrift^s  eadmles  be  to  bt»,  aad  his$ 
albeit  they  think  not  fe.  What  fiogillar  behdfits  theoppofiti- 
ons  of  his  eaemies,  occafioa  to  hts  peopU;  I  havej|  dfewaro^ 
difebvered,  to  whidi  I  refer  lay  reader ;  liad  pa&  td 

Jtifer,  31  Is  Cbfiftret  down  on  the  right-hand  of  the  M^fiy 
in  heaven  I  0  with  Vfhat  avjful  r^et4nc$  Jhotdi  vte  dppf%ach^ 
him  in  the  duties  tf  his  ismfinp!  Awaf  With  Hght^  atid  k^w 
thoughts  of  Ghrift.,^  AWay  with  ferih&K  ilYeveredt>  and  cwc- 
lefs  frames  in  praying,  hearing,  )reteiv^,  yea,  ia  coafernng 
and  fpeaking  of  Chrift.  Aw^y  ^ith  til  dcadoefs,  ao^  drowfidefs 
in  duties ;  for  he  is  a  great  King  with  whom  you  hava  to^  do. 
A  King,  to  whom  the  kings  Of  the  earth,  are  but  a(  Httte  fajta 
of  clay.  Lo  the  angels  cover  their  fices  at  bis  preface*  He 
is  an  adorable  Majefty. 

AVhen  John  had  t  vlfic^  of  this  enthroned  ktng^  about  (ixty 
years  after  his  afcenfiofi  $  fuch  was  the  over^powering  ^ocy  of 
Chrift,  as  the  fun  when  itflmefh  m  itsjirength;  th&t  when  ho 
fawhim,  he  feil  at  bi$  feet  as  dead,  and  dfed  it  is  like  he  had«  it 
Chrift  had  not  l^dhis  hand  on  hioa,  aad  laid,  '*  Fear  aor/  I  aoi 
**  the  firft  and  the  laft ;  I  am  he  that  liVeth,  and  was  dead, 
<<  ^d  behold  I  am  alive  for  evetiaore,*'  Rev.i.  rj^  iS.  When 
he  appeared  to  Satl  in  the^  way  to  Daoia&ul,  it  ^s  ia  glory 
above  the  glofy  of  ihe  fun,  whieh  over^poweted  hiHi  aUb^  aad^ 
hid  him  as  one  dead  upon  the  ground. 

O  that  you  did  but  know,  what  a  glorious  Lord  yoa  vwor- 
Ihip,  aad  ferVe.  Who  makts  the  very  place  cf  his  feet  gkriaus^ 
wherever  be  ooOifes.  Surely  He  is  greaitly  t6  ie  feared  in  th^ 
affemhly  f>fhisfaiiit$^  and  to  he  had  in  river^fue  ^edl  that  ara 
round  ahmt  him.  There  is  iadeed  a  nfiffjmti  boldnef&or  free 
liberty  ^  fpeech  allowed  to  the  faints,  £ph.  iii.  11.  Bat  no 
rndenefs  or  irreverance.  We  may  indeed  com«^  as  the  childreiK 
of  a  king  come  to  the  faAer,  who  is  both  th^ii;  aw^  &verelgp^ 
aad  tender  father;  which  double  relation  eaufes  a  due  mbLtcu4 
<^  love,  and  reverence  id  their  hearts,  wbot  th^y  come  bafore 
^  iHim.    You  aiay  htfte^^,  buc  not  rude^  ia  bis  piefeocc.  .  Thoagk 

he  be  your  Father,  brother,  friend;  yet  the  diftance  betwixt 

bim  and  jfou  is  iij^iV/. 

9  A  Saiatiadced. 


hf^rence  4^  ^Ghri0  be  fo  ghH>uf/ly  mhanc^i in.  ih  h^htfi 
Armii  *i  then  nms  need  to  reckon  then^elves  ajbonoHred^  ^'jffyf'* 
femg  the  viUft  things  for  bis  fake  f.  The  very  chaiJte  and 
bSmik^  of  Chrift  h^ve  a  g)ory  id  tben*  Iknos  Mofes  '*  c* 
*'  AwrneA  the  very  ref^roached  c^  Chrift  greater  i^ich^s  thao  the 
"  treaffM-es  of  Bgf  pt/'  Heb«  xi.  a6.  He  faw  ao  excellency  ia 
ti)&  vary  worft  chiogd  of  CfariA*  his  reproaches,  aod  fufTeringSt 
y  made  biai  leap  out  of  bis  hdtiours,  and  ricbta  into  tbem<  Ha 
dUnoi  (as  one  faith)  only  fnaure  the  reproaches  ^  Chhfi^  bttt 
GMWted  tbem  iretfufesi  To  be  r^ckoiled  among  hife  booours 
and  tbhigs  of  vsiIho*  3o  Tknanna  reports  of  Lmbvicus  Maria* 
cos,  a  m>ble  \night  ctf  France,  when  he  was  led  with  other 
il^tyr^'  that  latere  booad  With  cords,  to  execution ;  and  he 
&r  Iria  digmty  v^  not  botmd^  he  Gried»  give  me  my  chain  to0^ 
let  me  be  a  kftight  of  the  iamef  order  %.  Diigrace  icfelf  is  ba« 
oonriibley  wbeft  it  ia  endured  for  the  hordcfCbry,  Aod  fun-, 
ly  tb^e  k  (as  one  phraicih  it)  a  little  paradife,  a  young  beav^i^ 
19  fa&r'mgs  for  Ghrifl.  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  in  It,  bnt 
that  they  are  endnred  on  his  account,  it  would  richly  reward  all 
we  can  endure  for  him ;  but  if  we  confider  how  exceeding  kind. 
Cbrift  id  t<^  th€tti,  tbac  cowit  it  th<&'u-  ^ory  to  be  abaiod  for 
him ;  that  tbougb  he  be  always  kind  to  his  people,  (yet  if  w# 
may  fo  fpcak)  be  overcometh  iiimfelf  in  klndnefa,  when  they 
fii&r  for  him ;  it  wouU  make  men  in  love  with  his  reproaches. 

Infer,  j.  ^  Qhr\fi  fitt  n<a  down  to  reft  iii  heaveth  tili  he  had 
finUhed  his  VJork  on  earth;  then  it  is  in  vain  for  us  to  think  of 
p^^  tiS  we  hatfeflnifijed  oUt  work,  as  Chtift  alfo  did  his. 

How  wiilklg  are  we  to  find  reft  here !  To  dream  of  that, 
which  Chrift  never  fooed  id  this  w<>rld»  nor  al^y  ever  found  be- 
fore u$,  O  think  n9t  of  refting,  till  you  have  done  working  and 
done  finning.  Ydirr  life  and  your  labours  muft  end  together. 
*'  Write  ((altH;the  ^ii it)  bkfied  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord, 
"  for  they  reft  from  their  labours,"  Rev.  xiv.  1  j.  Here  yoU 
muft  have  the  fweat^  and  there  the  fweet.  It  is  too  much  to 
have  two  heavens.  Here  yoo  muft  be  concent  to  dwell  in  die 
tents  of  Kedar^  hereafter  you  (hall  be  within  the  curtains  of  Solo- 
nton.  Heaven  is^  the  place  of  which  it  may  be  truly  iaid,  that 
'  there  the  weary  beat  reft.    O  think  not  of  fitting  down  on  this 

^  It  la  no  difgrace  for  us  to  faffer  what  Chrift  fu^ered,  nor  is^  it 
any  glory  for  yon  to  do  what  Judas  did,     Hieronym. 

f  Dr,  MaatOQ.  cm  Jam»  p.  228. 

X  Cur  et  nonme  quoque  torque  denasf  Et  in/ignis  bujui  ordinls 
nslUetnereas?  Tlmii,.H)ft. 
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fide  heaveo.  There  are  four  things  will  keep  the  faints  fipom  fit- 
ting down  on  earth,  to  reA,  viz,  grace,  corruption,  devils  and 
wicked  men. 

Firfif  Grace  will  not  fufFer  you  to  reft  here.  Its  tendencies 
are  beyond  this  world.  It  Will  be  looking  and  longing  for  the 
bkfled  hope.  A  gracious  periba  takes  himfelf  for  a  pilgrim, 
feeking  a  better  country,  and  is  always  fufpidous  of  4^nger 
in  every  place  and  Aate.  It  is  ftill  beating  up  the  fluggiOi  heart 
with  fuch  language  a^  that,  Mic.  ii.  lo.  '^Arife,  depart,  this 
••  is  not  thy  reft,  for  it  is  polluted."  Its  further  tendencies  and 
continual  jealottfies,  will  keep  you  from  fitting  bpg  ftill  in  this 
world. 

Secondly^  Your  corruptions  will  keep  you  from  reft  here. 
They  will  continually  exercife  your  fpirits,  and  keep  you  upon 
your  watch.  Saints  have  their  hands  filled  with  work  by  their 
own  hearts  evcfy  day.  Sometimes  to  prevent  fin ;  and  (bme- 
times  to  lament  it.  And  always  to  watch  and  fear  to  mortify 
and  kill  it.  Sin  will  not  long  fuffer  you  to  be  quiet,  Rom.  yii. 
21,  22, 23,  24.  And  if  abad  heartwill  not  break  Jour  reft  here, 
then  i 

(  Thirdly^  There  is  a  bufy  devil  will  do  it.  He  will  find  you 
work  enough  with  his  temptations,  and  fuggeftions,  and  except . 
you  can  fieep  quietly  Jn  his  aran,  as  the  wicked  do,  there  is  do 
reft  to  be  expefted.  *'  Your  adverfary,  the  devil,  goeth  about  as 
••  a  roaringiion,  feeking  whom  he  may  devour ;  whom  refift,*' 
I  Pet.  V.  8. 

Fourthly,  Nor  will  his  fervants  and  inftruments  let  you  be  quiet 
on  this  fide  heaven,  !|  Their  very  name  fpeaks  their  turbulent 
difpofition.  **  My  foul  (faith  the  holy  man)  is  among  lions^^and 
•*  I  lie  even  among  them  that  are  fet  on  fire,  even  the  fonsof 
*•  men,  ^whbfe  teeth  arc  fpears  and  arrows,'*  Pfal.lvii.  4.  -  WeU 
then,  be  content  to  enter  into  your  reft,  as  Chrift  did  into  hi$« 
He  fwear,  then  fat,  and  fo  muft  you. 

I  5?Ul  Inquieium  ejfe.     Turbulentus,  . 
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Wherein  Christ  coming  to  Judgment,  being  the  fourth 
and  lafl  Degree  of  his  £xalcacion^  is  opened  and  im« 
proved. 

Afts  X.  42.  And  he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the  people^ 
and  to  teftify  that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained ef  Cod  to  be' 
the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead, 

CHRIST  enthroned  in  the  higheft  glory  in  heaven,  is  there 
to  abide  for  the  efFeftual  and  fuccefsful  governilient,  both, 
of  the  world,  and  of  the  church,  until  the  number  given  him 
I  by  the  Father,  before  the  world  was,  and  purchafed  by  the 
blood  of  the  crofs,  be  gathered  in  ;  and  then  cometh  the 
judgment  of  the  great  day,  which  will  perfeftly  feparatc  the 
precious  from  the  vile ;  put  the  f  edeemed  in  full  poflellion  of 
tbe  purchafe  of  his  blood  in  heaven,  and  *^  then  Aiall  he  deliver 
"  op  the  kingdom  to  his  Father,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all." 
This  laft  aft  of  Chrift,  namely,  his  judging  the  world,  is  a 
fpecial  part  of  his  exaltation  and  honour,  beflowed  upon  him» 
"  becaufe  he  is  the  Son  of  man,*** John  v.  27.  In  that  day  (hall 
bis  glory,  as  king,  and  abfblute  Lord,  (hine  forth  y  the  fun 
when  it  (hincth  in  its  ftrcngth.  O  what  an  honour  will  it  be  to 
the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  who  (lood  arraigned  and  condemned  at  Pi- 
late's bar,  to  fit  upon  the  great  white  throne,  fufrounded  with 
thbaiands,  and  ten  thoufands  of  angels !  men  and  devils  wait- 
ing upon  him  to  receive  their  final  fentence  from  his  mouthy 
In  this  will  the  glory  of  Chrift's  fovcreignty  and  power,  be  emi- 
nently and  illuftrioufly  difplayed,  before  angels  and  men  *. 
And  this  is  that  jgreat  truth,  which  he  commanded  to  be  preach- 
ed and  teftified  to  the  people;  namely,  that  it  is  **he  which  is 
"  ordained  of  God,  to  be  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead." 

Wherein  we  have  four  things  to  be  diftinftly  confidercd,  viz. 
The  fubjeft,  objcft,  foubtain  and  truth  of  the  fupreme  judici- 
ary authority.     -' 

•  Firfl,  The  fubje<a  of  it,  Chrift,  it  is  he  that  is  ordained  to 
be  judge.  Judgment  is  the  aft  of  the  whole  undivided  trinity. 
The  Father  and  Spirit  judge,  as  well  as  Chrift,  in  rcfpeft  of 

*To  the  royal  dignity,  doth  belong  that  power,  or  authority, 
by  which  Chrift  is  made  the  judge  of  all  men  aqd  asgels.  Avtef. 
Med.f,  117. 
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authority  an4  ^nljint,  l>«Jt  it  is  the  aft  of  Cbrift,  in  rcfpeft  of 
▼ifible  managcmeot  and  execution,  and  fe  it  is  -his  per  proprietor 
tem^  Ijy  propriety^  the  Father  having  conferred  it  upon  him,  af 
Ihe  Son  of  mm ;  hut  not  his  per  appropriationem,  to  as  to  ck- 
dude  either  the  Fadner  or  Spirrt  from  dieir  Autbcsricy,  for  they 
judge  by  him. 

Secondly^  The  ohjeEl  of  Chrift's  judiciary  authority.     The 

Jmick  and  dead,  (i:  e.)  ii\  that  at  his  coming  dd  live,  or  ^fer  h^ 
iired.  This  \%  the  Ol^e^  p^rfinoL  M\  the  ojieQ  ap4  wqh^ch 
that  ever  fprang  from  Adam ;  gll  tb&  apoAate  ipirira  thai  fell 
from  heaven,  and  are  refer ved  in  chains  to  the  judgment  of  this 
^eat  chy.  And  in  this  perioo^I  <!h]^^f  isiocMed  the  r^f)kf> 
je6i,  viz.  all  the  aftions,  hoA  fecrct  and  opei>,  thaj  cv^  |h^f 
did,  %  Cor.  V.  5.  ftoii*.  Ji.  16^ 

Tkirdly,  the  Fountain  of  this  delegated  ^iMhori;y,  wVifh  ]$ 
God  the  Father ;  for  fee  hath  oi^daiped  Cbrift  10  bie  ^he  J|i^e> 
*'  He  is  appointed  t,"  ^as  the  SoQ  pf  mas,  to  this  h^oor^b^  off 
fice  suid  work.  The  wpr^l  Dote^^  a  &m  eftabliOifaeAt  of  Chri(^ 
ia  that  office  hy  his  Father.  He  is  PQ^,  l>y  right  of  redecapUr 
00,  Lord  aod  King.  He  en^s  laws  for  government,  theo  ha 
(0«aes  to  judge  of  mens  obedience  ^d  ^ifobedience  to  his  iaws. 

Fourthly^  Ajj4  laftly,  here  is  the  infalljihle  truth,  or  upque^ 
Aio^a.ble  qeftajjEity  ^  all  thris.^  *'  Be  gave  us  commandoieQi  to 
"  preac  feaad  teilify  to  toithe  p^ple."  W^  H^d  it  in  cfcjirgt 
from  his  own  iBiOath ;  ^d  dare  npit  hide  it.  Hemce  the  poUit  of 
do£t/ine  is  plai»iy  this. 

Doft.  ThAt  imr  Uri  Jefyt  0>rift  is  ordained  by  Gad  tie  f4\ 
tier,  to  ke  the  Judg^offui^k  and  dead. 

This  tri^h  ftao^s  upon  the  firm  bafis  pf  fgriptgre  ajiitboiji^y, 
Yqw  hftve  it  from.  Ws  pw,ii  \m4f  John  y.  2%.  "  TbeFji^b^  jndg? 
**  eth  no  oian,  bqt  hath  caqamittrd  aU  ju^tneof  ta  the  Sqq,** 
vfz,  in  the  fenfe  before  given.  And  fo  the  appftle,  Aftji  Itvii.  3  u 
**  He  hadi  appointed  a  day»  in  the  which  h^  will  judge  t\^  w^nrld 
*^  in  righteottfu^A,  by  t^he  m^n  wfeppaJae  had^  ordai^ ;  where- 
•*  of  he  hath  given  aflurance,"  &c.  And  again  Row.  ii.  .i6.  *•  is 
^<  the  day  whro  God  ftiall  }^ge  th^  Cjcrets  of  men  by  Jc?%5 
*^  Chrift.*'  Thr«c  things  w^l  |)e  pp^M  here.  Fy-^,  Tte#5 
fi^Ttmtj  pf  a  judgmtypt  ta  cewne.  .Sec^ndly^  TiK  ^qp^liiy  an^ 
nature  of  it."  Shirdly,  That  it  is  a  fpccial  part  of  Chrift^scxal- 
latipi)  lip  be  si^poiftteA  jiK^lfi^thid  rfajr. 

t  n.9«re«i»#;.     Definitus'feu  ccnjjit'^tut. 
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Firjl,  The  ccrtdnty  of  a  jadgmenc.    This  Is  a  trilth  of  fina?. , 

creftabli(hmeDC  than  heaven  and  earth*    It  is 

no  devifed  fable;  no  canning  artifice  to  keep    The  artdifify  ^ 

the  world  in  awet  bnt  a  thing  as  oonfcfledl/    a  judgments 

troe  as  it  is  awfdlly  fetemn*     For, 
Firfi,  As  the  ftriptures  aforementioned  (with  thefe, '  a  Cor. 

r.  10.  Ecdef.  xit*  14*  Mat.  xii.  p6«  and  many  other,  the  true 
sod  faithful  iayings  of  God)  do  very  plainly  reveal  it ;  ib  die 
jaftice  and  rigbteoufneis  of  God  requh-c  it  (hould  be  16.  For 
Ae  judge  of  all  the  earth  wilt  do  right.  Gen.  xviii*  25.  NoV»f 
HghteoDfoeis  itfelf  requires  that  a  diStrence  be  made  betwixt 
d^  righteous  and  the  wicked :  *'  Say  ye  to  the  righteoas,  it 
**  (hall  be  well  with  hiof ;  woe  to  the  wicked,  it  (hall  be  ill  with 
'*  Vm**  Ifa.  ill.  10.  ^  But  no  fuch  diflin^ion  is  generally,  and 
fofly  made  betwixt  one  another  in  this  world.  Yea,  rkthcr  the 
lirickcd  profper,  aad  the  righteous  perifh,  **  There  is  a  juft  man 
^  that  perifheth  in  bis  righteoufnefs,  and  there  is  a  wicked  maa 
*^  that  prblongeth  his  life  in  his  wickednefs,"  Ecdef.  vii.  1 5* 
Tea,  not  only  in,  bnt  for  his  nghteoulhefs,  as  It  may  be  fairlj 
rtodered- 

Here  the  '''wicked  devoiSreth  the  man  that  is  more  righteotts 
"  than  hhnfelf,"  Hab,  i*  1 3.  As  the  fifties  of  the  fea,  where  the 
gfeat  and  ftrong  fwallow  up  the  fmall  and  weak»  And  even  ia 
bor^s  of  jndicatufe,  Mfhere  the  innocent  might  expert  relief  j 
there  they  often  mefet  with  the^worft  oppreflioos.  How  fairly  aod 
jollly  therefore  doth  a  wife  man  infer  a  judgment  to  come  frcfii 
this  confideration,  EccUT.  iii.  16,  17*  •'  1  faw  under  the  fun  the 
**  pli\.ce  of  judgment,  that  wickednefs  Was  there,  and  the  placfe 
"  of  righteoufnefs,  that  iniquity  was  there ;  I  faid  In  my  heart, 
"  Gud  fliall  judge  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  ;  for  there  is  a 
J*  time  there  for  every  pnrpofe,  and  for  every  work,"  y.  d.  the 
|Qdgitient  to  come,  is  the  only  relief  and  fupport,  left  to  poor 
innocents,  to  qmet  and  cbmfort  themfelves  withal  ♦•  To  the 
feme  pnrpofe  alfo  is  that,  Jam.  vl  (5,  7.  "  Ye  have  dondemned 
**  and  kdled  the  jnft ;  and  he  doth  not  refift  you  ;  be  patient 
'*  therefore,  brethren,  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord."  It  ts 
confeflied^  that  fometimes  God  vindicates  his  providence  againft 

•  Ithconfideri^ig  fo  great  iniuftice,  I  have  betaken  myself  to  the 
JodfmcAt  of  God,  who  will  declare  who  are  guilty.  Drufius.  I 
^a^c  ap))licd  this  remedy  to  tWs  evil.  Merc.  I  have  coinfortedl 
nyfelf  apinft  dits  tojttfticti  with  the  thought  that  God  jud^^eth  alU 

Vol.  II.  I 
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the  AthcHto  of  the  world,  by  particular  ftrokcs  upoa  the  wick- 
ed; but  this  is  but  rare.  And  as  the  Father  well  obferves, 
'••  f  if  no  fio  were  punilbed  kere,  no  providence  would  be  bcr 
"  lieved;.  again,  if  every  On  were  openly  pnniftied  here,  no 
*\  judgment  hereafter  could  beexpedtcd."     Befides, 

Secondly  f  Man  is  a  reafonable  being,  and  every  reafonable 
being,  is  an  accountable  being.  He  is  a  fui>jeA  capable  of  mo>* 
ral  government.  His  aftions  have  a  relation  to  a  law.  He  is 
fwayed  by  rewards  and  pimifliments.  He  ads  by  counfel,  and 
therefore  of  his^aftions,  he  muft  expcft  to  give  an  account^  as 
it  is  Rom.  xiv.  1 2-,  **  So  then  every  one  of  us,  fhall  give  an  ac- 
"  count  of  himfdf  ito  CJod."  Efpecially  if  we  add,  <  that  ail  the 
glhsofbody,  mind,  e(latey  time,  (^^.are/o  many  talents,  con* 
credited  and  bctrufted  to  him  by  God,  and  every  one  of  ut 
}iath  one  talent  at  leafl ;  therefore  a  time  to  render  an  account 
for  all  thefc  talents  will  come,  Mat.  xxv.  14,  1 5.  We  are  but 
ftewards,  and  ftewards  mud  give  an  account,  in  order  whereto^ 
'there  muft  be  a  gre^t  audit  day. 

Thirdly  J  And  what  need  we  fcek  evidence  of  this  truth,  fur^ 
tlTer  than  our  owa  confcience  ?  Lo,  it  is  a  truth  engraven  le^; 
bly  upon  every  man*s  own  ^eaO.  Every  One  hadi  a  kind  oJF 
little  tribunal,  or  privy  feiCons  in  his  own  eonfcicQce,  which 
both  accufes,  and  excufes  for  good  and  evil,  which  it  could  ner 
ver  do,  Ayere  there  not  a  future  judgment,  of  which  it  is  now 
confcious  to  itfelf.  In  this  court,  records  are  now  kept  of  all 
we  do,  even  of  our  fecret  a61ion$  and  thoughts,  which  never 
yet  took  air ;  but  if  no  judgment,  .what  need  of  records  ?  Nor 
Jet  any  imagine,  that  this  may  be  but  the  fruit  of  education  and 
difcourfe.  We  have  heard  of  fuch  things,  and  fo  are  faired 
by  them.  For  if  fo,  bow  comes  it  to  obtain  fo  univcrfally  i 
Who  could  be  the  author  of  fuch  a  comtnon  d^ceptbn  I 
.  Reader,  bethink  thyfelf  a  little;  if  thou  badft  a  mind  (a$ 
4  one  faith)  to  impofe  a  lie  upon  a?!  the  world,  what  courft 
Avouldeft  thou  take  ?  How  wouldeft  thou  lay  the  defign  ?  Or 
why  dofl  thou  in  this  cafe  imagine  what  thon  knoweil  not  how 
to  imagine  ?  It  is  evident  that  the  very  confciences  of  the  Hea^ 
thens,  have  theft  offices  of  accufing  and  excufing,  Rom.  ii.  1 J^ 
And  ic  js  hard  to  imagine,  (as  an  ingenious  author  B  fp^aks)  that 

'  '•  ^  .  • 

f  Sf  nullum  pscc^tum  manifefta  ph£ierett/tr  p^na;  nuitam  effir 
dtvinam  providentiam   erederetur,      Rurfum  Ji  omhe  pec^tum 
aperte  puniretur,  nullum  fore  judkiurn  crederetur.     Aug.  .' 
X  Mr.  Howe's  BlcfTednefs  of  the  Righteous,/.  543. 
I  Sir  Charles  Woolfely's  Uurcafonablenefs  of  Athcifm,  /.^  76* 
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I  general  cheat  (hould  bow  dowa  the  backs  of  all  mankind,  and 
ifiduce  fe  many  doubts  and  fears,  and  troubles,  amongft  them; 
and  give  an  interrnptioa  to  the  whole  courfe  of  their  corrupt 
£viog,and  that  there  (hould  be  nb  account  of  it  ?  And  therefore 
it  is  Qodoobted  that  liich  a  day  will  come.  But  i  fl&all  rathor 
diafe,  in  the 

Sectmd  Pkce,  to  open  the  nature,  anB  man- 
He  quality 'tf  the  ner  of  this  judgment,  than  tofpend  more 
jugituni.  .  time  in  proving  a  truth,  that  cannot  be  de« 

,  nied  without  vk>tence  ofiered  to  a  man's 
own  light.  If  then  the  queftion  be,  what  manner  of  judgment 
wiUtbfsbc?  lanfwcr, 

'  Firft,  It  will  be  a  great  and  awful  day.  It  is  called  the 
**  jo^ment  of  the  great  day,*'  Judc  6.  Three  things  will 
iDaie  it  fo,  the  manner  of  Cfarift-s  coming:  The  work  he 
p>mes  about.  And  the  iflues,  or  events  of  that  work.  The 
maoner  of  Chrift's  coming,  w31  be  awfully  folemo^*^  '^  For  the 
'*  Lord  htmfelf  (hall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a  (bout,  with  the 
"  voice  of  the  archangel,  with  the  trump  of  God;  and  the  dead 
**  in  Chrijft  (hall  rife  firft.  Then  we  which  are  alive  and  remain^ 
^  iSiall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in  the  doods,  to  meet 
"*  the  Lord  in  the  air,"  <irf.  i  The(r.iv,  16, 17.  Here  Chrift  breaks 
^t  of  heaven,  with  the  (bouts  of  angels  tw*§Xtvrfttlltt  it  figntfies 
fucfa  a  (hout  (*  faith  one)  as  is  to  be  heard  among  fea  men,  when 
sfter  a  long  and  dangerous  voyage,  they  fir(t  defcr>  land,  crying 
alpad,  with  united  voices,  a  Jb^re,  a  Jbore.  As  the  poet  de- 
fcribcs  the  Italians  when  they  faw^  their  native  country,  **  lift- 
*'  lag  up  their  voices,  and  making  the  heavens  ring  again  with 
**  t  Italy,  Italy  i  or  as  armies  (hout  when  the  fignal  of  battle 
**  is  given.^*  Above  all  which  (as  ibme  expoi^nd  it)  fhill  lim 
Voice  of  the  Archangel  be  diftlnAly  heard.  And  after  this  {iMQt, 
fl^  trump  ^God  (hall  found.  By  this  tremendous  blaft,  finners 
,  ^U  be^righted  our  of  their  graves,  but  to  the  faints,  it  will 
Oirry  no  more  terror,  than  the  roarldg  of  cannons,  when  armies 
of  frknds  approach  a  befiegcd  City;  for  the  reRef  of  them  that 
arc  within  if.  The  dead  being  raifcd,  they  (hall  be  gathered 
itefore  the  great  throne  oq  which  Chrift  (hall  fit  in  his  glory ; 
^  there  be  divided  cxaftly  to  the  right  and  left-hand  of  Chrift, 
bythe  angds.  Here  will  be  the  grcat^ft  alTembly  that  ever 
l&etr  Where  Adam  may  fe^  b^s  numerous  offspring^  even  as  the 

.12 
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&od  opoo  the  fea  fliorc»  which  no  maa  cao  oumben  Ao4 
never  was  there  fach  a  perfed  diviiion  iiiade»  (how  isany  di* 
vifioos  foever  have  Jyeen  ia  the  world)  none  was  ever  like  ic« 
The  faints  in  this  great  Oecumenical  afftze  (as  the  author  fliles 
it)  (hall  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  there  the  Judge  (hall  (It 
upon  the  throne»  and  all  the  faints  (hall  be  placed  upon  bright 
clouds,  as  on  feiits  or  fcafibids  round  about  him ;  the  wicked  re- 
snaining  below  upon  the  eartbi  there  to  receive  their  final  doom 
^d  fentenoe* 

Tbefe  preparatives  will  make  it  awful ;  and  much  more  will 
the  work  it(elf»  that  Chrift  comes  about,  make  itfo.  For  it  is 
•*  to  judge  the  fecrets  of  men,"  Rom.  ii.  |6.  Totevcrthq- 
tares  n'om  the  wheat;  to  make  every  man*s  whites  and  blacks 
appear ;  and  according  as  they  are  found  ip  that  tiial,  to  be  fen* 
fenced  to  their  everlafling  and  immutable  fiate.  O  what  a  ib» 
kmn  thing  is  this! 

And  no  lefi  will  the  execution  of  the  (entence  on  both  parts 
make  it  a  great  and  folemn  day.  The  heart  of  man  cannot  caa^ 
ceive  what  impreffions  the  voice  of  Chrift,  from  the  throne^  wiU 
snake,  both  upon' believers,  and  unbelievers. 

Imagine  Chrift  upon  his  glorious  throne,  forrounded  with  my^ 
riads  and  legions  of  angels,  his  royal  guard;  a  poor  unbeliever 
trembling^t  the  bar ;,  an  exaA  fcrutiny  made  into  his  heart  and 
life;  the  dreadful fentence  given;  and  then  a  cry;  and  thea 
his  delivering  him  over  to  the  cxecudoners  of  eternal  vengeance^ 
never,  never;  to  fee  a  glimpfe  of  hope,  or  mercy  any  more. 

Imagine  Chrift,  like  the  general  of  an  army,  mentioning  with 
honour,  on  the  head  of  all  the  hofts  of  heaven  and  earth,  all  the 
fervices  that  the  faints  have  done  for  him  in  this  world :  tbea 
fententially  jnftifying  them  by  open  proclamation;  then  moont* 
log  with  him  to  the  third  heavens,  and  entering  the  gates  of  thai 
city  of  God,  in  that' noble  train  of  faints  and  angels  Intermixed  ; 
and  fo  for  ever  to  be  with  the  Lord,  O  what  a  great  day  omft 
this  be  I 

Secendty,  As  it  will  be  an  awful  and  folemn  judgment,  fo  it 
iwill  be  a  critical  and  exad  judgment,  every  man  will  be  weighed 
TO  his  ounces  and  drams.  The  name  of  the  Judge  is  Kt^tfytt^nut, 
the  iearcher  of  hearts.  The  Judge  hath  eyes  as  flames  of  fire«, 
which  (nerce  to  the  dividing  of  the  heart  and  reins.  It  is  (aid, 
^atth.  xii.  36.  That  men  (hall  then  "  give  an  account  of  everjr 
•*  idle  word  that  they  (hall  fpeak."  It  is  a  day  that  will  perfeftly 
•  fan  the  world.  No  hypocrite  canefcape ;  Juftice  holds  the  bal- 
lances  in  an  even  hand :  Chrift  will  go  to  work  fo  exa&ly,  that 
fcMoe  divines  of  .good  iiqu  tbiok»  the  d«y  of  jqdgmeiit  will  laft 
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as  joog  as  this  day  of  thcgofpel*s  admmiflraiioQ  hath  lafted,  or 
MIM. 

thirdly t  It  will  bean  aoiverraljudgineDty  2  Cor.  v.  la  **We 
"  muft  all  appear  before  the  judgmeot-fcat  of  Cbrift.**  Aod 
Kom.  xiv.  12.  '^  Every  odc  of  us  (hall  give  aa  account  of  him* 
"  ielf  to  God."  Thofe  that  were  under  the  law,  "  and  thofe 
*'  that  having  no  law,  were  a  law  to  them&lyes/'  Rom.iu  12I 
Thofe  that  had  many  talents,  and  he  tbat^had  but  one  taleqt» 
mad  vpear  at  this  bar ;  thofe  that  were  carried  from  the  cradle 
to  the  grave,  with  him  that  ftooped  for  age :  the  rich«  and  poor ; 
the  father,  and  the  child ;  the  maAer,  and  fervant ;  the  beikyeri 
and  the  uabeliever,  muft  (land  forth  in  that  day.  ''  1  faw  tb^ 
**  dead,  both  finall  and  great,  Aand  before  Gpd,  and  the.book^ 
"  were  opened/' Rev*  XX.  12. 

Fourthly^  It  will  be  n  judgment  full  of  conviflive  cleamefs. 
All  things  will  be  fo  fifted  to  bran,  (as  we  fay»)  that  the  fentcnce 
of ChriA,  both  on  faints  and  finnera,  (ball  be  applauded.  *'  Righ- 
"  teous  art  (hou,  O  Lord,  becaufe  thou  haft  judgied  thus.']' 
Bis  judgments  will  be  as  the  light  that  goetb  forth.  So  that 
thofe  poor  finners  whom  he  will  coodemo,  (hall  be  firft  «vrMMi- 
TMpiTM  (elf<ondemned.  Their  own  confciences  (hall  be  for* 
ced  to  confefs,  that  there  i^  not  one  drop  of  injuflice  in  all  that 
fea  of  wrath,  into  which  th^y  are  to  be  caft. 

fifthly  ^  and  l^ly,  It  will  be  a  fupremc  and  final  judgment^ 
from  which  lies  no  appeaU  For  it  is  the  (entence  of  the  higheft^ 
and  only  Lord.  *'  For  as  the  ultiipate  refblntion  of  faith  is  tn- 
■*  to  the  word,  and  truth  of  God,  fo  the  ultimate  refolotion  of 
^'  juftice  is  into  the  judgment  of  God  V  This  judgment  is  fu- 
preme  and  imperial.  For  Chrift  is  the  only  P^entaU^  i  Tim^ 
vi.  $.,  and  therefore  the  (entence  once  paifed,  its  execution  is 
iofaJlible.  And  (byou  find  it  in  that  judicial  procefi,  Matth. 
XXV.  iik.\  juft  after  the  fentence  is  pronounced,  by  Chrift,  it  U 
imraediatiy  ijidded,  **  thefe  Qiall  go  away  into  everbfling  punirti- 
'<  ment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal."  This  is  the  jndg* 
ment  of  the  great  day. 

Thirdly  f.  In  the  laft  place,  I  mnft  inform  yoo,  that  God,  in 
ordaining  Chrift  to  be  the  Judge,  hais  very 
Jiighiyexaltedhim*   This  will  be  veryn^ucb    That  this judjpneni 
for  his  honour:  for  in  this,  Chrift*s  royal    mains  Jwr  Chrifi^S 
dignity  will  be  illuflrated,  beyond  whatever    honour. 

.     *  Ad  Dti  verhumjit  ultima  rffoluSio  Jldii^  ad  Dei  tritju^^ 
-ultima  r^luti^Judiai^ 
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it  was  ijocelie  took  our  nature,  till  th^  day;  now  he  will  ap- 
pear jnjiis  glory.    For, 

Firfi^  This  aft  of  judging  pcrtainiog  properly  to  the  kiogly 
oiEce^  Cbrift  will  be  glorifie^d  as  much  in  his  kingly  oflice,  as  he 
faa  th  been  in  either  of  the  other.  We  find  but  fome  few  glimpfes 
of  the  kingly  bfltce,  breaking  forth  in  this  world ;  as,  his  tiding 
Hvith  Hofannahs  into  Jerufalem  ;  his  whipping  the  buyers  and 
tellers  out  of  the  temple ;  his  title  upon  the  crofs,  ^c.  But 
thele  were  but  faint  beams :  Now  that'bffice  will  (hioe  in  its 
glory,  as  the  fun  in  the  midft  of  the  heavens.  For  what  were 
the  Hofannahs  of  little  children,  in  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  to 
the  (bouts  and  acclamations  of  thonfands  of  angels,  and  ten  thou* 
lands  of  faints  ?  what  was  his  whipping  the  prophane  out  of  th^ 
tem{de,  to  his  turning  the  wicked  into  hell,  and  fending  his  an- 
gels to  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  every  thing  that  offencfcth  ? 
what  was  a  title  written  by  his  judge,  and  fixed  on  the  ignomi- 
bions  tree,  to  the  name  that  (hall  now  be  feen  on  his  vefiure,  and 
on  his  thigh,  King  of  kings y  and  Lord  of  lords. 

Secondly,  This  will  be  a  difplay  of  his  glory  in  the  higheft, 
before  the  whole  world.  For  there  will  be  prefcnt  at  once,  and 
together,  all  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  add  earth,  andhdl;  angels 
muft  be  there  to  attend  and  miniAer ;  thofe  glittering  courtier^ 
of  heaven  muA  attend  his  perfon ;  to  that  heaVen  will,  for  a 
time,  be  left  empty  of  all  its  inhabitants :  men  and  devils  muQ: 
be  there  to  be  judged :  and  before  this  great  aflembly  will  Chrift 
appear  in  royal  Majefty.  He  will,  (to  allude  to  that  text,  Ifa. 
xxiv.  23.),  reign  yefore  hi$  ancients  glorioufly.  "For  he  will 
•*  come  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  theni 
**  that  believe,"  2  Theff.  i.  ic.  The  inhabitants  of  the  three 
regions,  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  (hall  then  rejoice,  or  tremble 
before  him,  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  fuprcme  Lord  and 
King. 

Thirdly y  This  will  roll  away  for  ever  the  reproach  of  W? 
death :  for  Pilate  and  the  high-Prieft,  that  judged  him  ^t  their 
bars,  (hall  now  fiand  auivering  at  his  bar ;  with  Eierod  that  fet 
him  at  nought,  the  (bidiers  and  officers  that  tradbced  ^nd  abu- 
fed  him :  there  they  that  reviled  him  00  the  crofs,  wagging  their 
heads,  will  ftand,  with  trembling^^kne^,  before  his  throne.  For 
^*  every  eye  (hall  kt  him,  and  they  alfo  that  pierced  himi**  Rev. 
s.  7.  O  what  a  contemptible  peHoa  was  Chrift  in  their  eyes 
once  ?  As  a  worm,  and  no  qaam  pvery  vile  wretch  cotrld  freely 
tread  and  trample  on  him ;  but  np^  fifich  will  be  thei>rightncf$ 
of  his  glory,  fuch  the  dwfiil  beams  of  maj^y,  that  the  wicked 
0^aU  1^  fiand  m  bis  prdcaice,  qr  *^  be  »bk  to  rife  up/'  (as  tha( 
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f  word  imports,  Pfal.  \,  5.).  "  before  him."  So  that  this  will  be 
a  full  and  univerfal  vindicatioo  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  from  aU 
that  coQtempt  aud  ignominy  that  had  attended  it.  We  next 
improve  it.     . 

Inference  i.  Is  Jefus  Chrift  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  Judge . 
of  quick  and  dead  ?  Great  then  is  thefecurity  beUevers  have,  thai 
they  /ball  not  he  condemned  in  that  day.  Who  (hall  condemn^, 
when  Chrift  is  Judge  ?  If  believers  be  condemned  in  judgment^ 
Chrift  mud  give  fentence  againit  them :  yea,  and  they  mull 
condemn  themfelves  too.  I  lay,  Chrift  mnft  give  fentence,  for 
that  is  the  proper  and  peculiar  office  of  Chrift.  And,  to  be 
fare,  do  (entence  of  condemnation  ihall,  in  ihat  day,  ix,  givea 
XJhrift  againft  them.    For, 

Firft^  He  died  to  fave  them,  and  he  will  never  crofs  and  over-, 
throw  the  defigns  and  ends  of  his  own  death.  .  That  cannot  be^ 
imagined.     Nay,  ,  . 

Secondly^  They  have  been  cleared,  and  abfolved  already.  And 
being  once  abfolved  by  divine  fentence,  they  can  never  be  oon-, 
demned  afterward.  For  one  divine  fentence  cannot  crofs  and 
refcind  another.  He  juftified  them  here  in  this  world  by  faith  : 
Declared  in  his  word,  (which  (hall  then  be  the  rule  of  judgment, 
Rom,  ii.  16.),  that  **  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  iare 
'*  in  Chrift,'*  Rom.  viii.  i.  And  furely  he.  will  not  retraft  his 
own  word,  and  give  a  fentence  quite  crofs  to  his  own  ftatote* 
book,  out  of  which  he  h^th  told  ijis  that  they  (hall  be  judged. 
Moreover,  \ 

Thirdly^  The  far  greate^  part  of  them  will  have  pafled  thei^ 
particular  judgment,  long  before  that  day,  and  being  therein 
acquitted  by  God,  the  Judge  of  all ;  and  admitted  into  heaven 
upon  the  (core  and  account  of  their  juftification;  it  cannot  be 
imagined  that  Chrift  (hould  now  condemn  them  with  the  world* 
Nay, 

Fourthly^  He  that  judged  them  is  their  head,  hQ(band,  friend^ 
and  brother :  who  loved  them,  and  gave  himfelf  for  them  :  O 
then,  with  what  confidence  may  they  go,  even  unto  hb  throne  ? 
and  fay,  with  Job,  "  Though  he  try  us  as  (ire,  wc*«to!ir  WC.  lEhall 
**  come  forth  as  gold;*  We  know  that  we  (hall  be-jiiftified!. 
Efpecially,  if  we  add,  that  they  themfelves  (hall  be  the  aflTeffors  . 
with  Chrift  in  that  day.  And,  (as  a  judicious  author  pertinently 
pbferves),  not  a  fentence  ftiall  pafs  without  their  votes.  *•  So 
**  as  that  they  may  by  faith  not  only  look  upon  themfelves  ap  al- 
''  ready  in  heaven^  iitting  with  Chrift,  as  a  common  perfon,  in 

t  TDp'  if^  X  Goodwin's  Triumph,  p.  146- 
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•*  their  right ;  but  they  may  look  upon  themfelves  as  Judges  al* 
*^  ready.  So  that  if  ady  fiu  (hoold  arife  to  accufe,  or  condernDt 
^  yet  it  inufl:  be  with  their  votes.  And  what  greater  fecurity 
**  can  they  have  than  this,  that  they  i^uft  condemn  themfelves, 
*  if  the^  be  condemned.^  No,  no,  i!  is  not  the  the  bufipefs  of 
that  day  to  condemn,  but  to  abfotve,  and  pronounce  them  par- 
dooed  and  juflified,  accdrifing  to  the  fentence  of  AAs  iii.  i  9.  and 
Mat.  xii.  32.  So  that  it  muft  needs  be  a  time  of  refrefhing,  (as 
all  fcriptures  call  it),  to  the  people  of  God.  You  that  now  be- 
lieve, (hall  nor  come  into  condemnation,  John  v.  24.  You  that 
sow  judge  yom (elves  (hall  not  be  condemned  with  the  world, 
I  Cor.  xi.  31.  32. ' 

Ijrference  2.  If  Chrift  be  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  Judge  of 
qiiick  and  dead,  htrw  miferabft  a  cafe  will  Chriftlejs  fouls  be  in  at 
that  day  t  They  that  are  ChrilHefs  now,  will  be  ipccchlefs,  help* 
leTs,  and  hopelefs  then.  How  will  their  hands  bang  down,  and 
Iheir  knees  knock  together !  O  what  pale  faces,  quivering  lips,, 
fainting  hearts,  and  roaring  confeiences  will  be  among  them  in 
that  day  !  O  dreadful  day  !  O  atlonifliing  fight !  to  fee  the  world 
in  a  dreadful  conflagration,  the  elements  melting,  the  (lars  fat- 
ing, the  earth  trembling,  the  judgment  fet,  the  pri(bner9  brought 
forth ;  O  who  (hall  endure  in  this  day,  but  thofe  that  by  union 
With  Chrifl  are  feCured  again  ft  the  danger  and  dread  of  it  f  Let 
ine  demand  of  poor  Chriftlefs  fouls,  whom  this  day  is  like  to 
overtake  unawares. 

Firft^  Do  you  think  it  pofTible  to  avoid  appearing,  after  wha^ 
terrible  citation  is  given  to  the  world  by  the  trump  of  God  ? 
Alas,  how  can  you  imagine  it  ?  is  not  the  fame  power  that  reviv- 
ed your  duft,^  able  to  bring  you  before  the  bar  ?  There  is  a  ne- 
cc(fity  that  you  muft  come  forth,  2  Cor;  v.  10.  "  Wc  [rauftj 
**  all  appear.^  It  is  not  at  the  (inner's  choice,  to  obey  the  fam« 
mons  or  not. 

Secondly,  If  you  muft  appear,  are  there  no  accufcrs,  nor  vn\* 
lie(res,  that  will  appear  againft  you,  and  confront  yao  in  the 
court  ?  What  think  you,  was  Satan  fo  often  a  tempter  to  yoU 
here,  and  will  he  not  be  an  accufer  there  ?  Yes,  nothing  furer ; 
for  that  was  the  main  de(]gn  of  all  his  temptations.  What  think 
'  you  of  your  own  confciences  ?  are  they  not  privy  to  your  (cact 
v^ickedneis  ;  do  not  they  now  whifper  fometimes  in  your  ears. 
what  you  care  not  to  hear  of?  if  they  whifper  now,  they  will 
thunder  then,  Rom.  iL  15,  >6.  Will  not  the  Spirit  accufe  you, 
for  refifting  his  motions,  and  ftifling  tboufauds  of  his  coovIAi- 
ons  ?  Will  not  your  companions  in  fin  accnle  yo\ji  ?  who  drcw» 
Qt  were  drawn  by  you  to  fin  i  WiM  not  your  tcachcis  be  jour 


Se&u.  SLIK  Tte  Fmntain  cf  tift.  6$ 

iccafers  ?  How  majoy  times  have  you  made  them  complaiD,  Lord^ 
tbcy  are  iron  and  brafs^  they  have  inade  their  faces  harder  than 
a  rock;  theyrefufeto  return.  Will  not  your  very  relations 
be  your  accufers,  to  whom  yon  have  failed  in  all  yout*  relational 
dfltvs  ?  Yea,  and  every  one  whom  you  have  tempted  to  fin,  a- 
boied,  defrauded,  over^reached ;  all  theie  will  be  your  accufers. 
So  that  it  is  without  difpute,  you  will  have  accufers  enough  to 
appear  againft  you.  ^ 

Thirdly,  Being  accufed  before  Jefus  Chrirt,  What  will  you  pledd 
for  yoarfelves :  will  you  confefs,  or  will  you  deny  the  charge  i 
If  you  confefs,  what  need  more  ^  *'  Out  of  thine  own  mouth 
•*  will  I  judge  thee,^  faith  Chrift,  Luke  xix.  22.  If  you  dc* 
ny,  and  plead  not  guilty;  thy  Judge  is  the  fearcher  of  hearts^ 
and  knows  all  things.  So  that  it  will  not  at  all  help  thee  tp 
make  a  lie  thy  laft  refuge.  This  will  add  to  the  guilty  but  not 
cover  it. 

J^ourthfyf  If  no  defence  or  plea  be  left  thee,  Aen  what  canft 
tboQ  imagine  (hould  retard  the  fentence  I  Why  (hould  not  Chrift 
go  on  to  that  dreadful  work  ?  "  Muft  not  the  Judge  of  all  the 
"  earth  do  right  ?**  Oen.  xviii.  25.  Muft  not  he  render  to  eve* 
ry  man  according  to  his  deeds?  2  Cor.  v.  10.  Yes,  np^que* 
filoQ  but  he  will  proceed  to  that  fentence,  how  terrible  foever 
it  be  to  you  to  think  on  it  now,  or  hear  it  then* 

Fifthly t  To  condude,  if  fentetice  be  once  given  by  Chrift  a* 
gainit  thy  foul,  what  in  all  the  world  canft  thou  imagine  (hould 
hinder  the  execution  ?  Will  he  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out 
of  his  mouth  ?  No,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  34.  Doft  thou  hope  he  is  rocfre 
merciful  and  pitiful  than  fo  ?  Thou  miftakeft^  if  thou  expeAefl: 
mercy  out  of  that  way  in  which  he  difpenfes  it.  There  will  be 
tboufands,  and  ten  thoufands  chat  will  rejoice  in,  and  magnify 
'  bis  mercy  then ;  but  they  are  fuch  as  obey  his  call,  repented, 
believed,  and  obtained  union  with  his  perfon  here ;  but  for  un- 
believers, it  is  againft  the  fettled  law  of  Chrift,  and  conftitutioa 
of  the  gofpe!,  to  ftiew  mercy  to  the  defpifcrs-  of  it«  But  it 
may  be,  you  think  your  tears,  your  cries,  your  pleadings  with 
him,  may  move  him ;  thefe,  indeed,  might  have  done  (bme« 
what  in  time,  1>ut  they  come  out  of  feafon  now.  Alas,  too  late* 
What  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  pleas  and  cries  will  be,  you  n;iay  fee, 
if  you  will  but  coofult  two  fciTptures,  Job  xxvii  8,  9.  **  What 
"  is  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,  tho'  he  hath  gained,  when 
"God  taketh.away  his  foul?  Will  God  hear  his  cry  when 
•*  trouble  icometh  upon  him?*'  No,  no:  And  Mat.  vii.  22. 
,'*  Many  will  fay  unto  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord^  have  we  noc 
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^*  propheiied  in*  thy  naaac,  and  ia  thy  aanre  have  caft  o\x\  de- 
*^  vlls,  and  in. thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works?  And 
••  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them,  I  nevt-r  knew  you ;  depart 
**  from  me  ye  that  work  iniquity." 

Aix^  muft  it  come  to  this  difmal  iflbe  with  you  indeed  ?  God 
forbid  it  (hould.     Oh  then, 

Inference  3.  If  Chrift  be  appointed  of  God  to  be  the  Jucjgc 
of  ail,  hcnkf  are  all  concerned  to  feeuxe  their  inter ejl  in  him,  *and 
therein  an  eternity  of  happinefs  to  their  own  fouls ^  by  the  work  of 
regeneration?.  Of  all  the  bufinefs- that  men  and  women  have  in 
this  world,  there  is  none  fo  (blemn,  fo  neccITary,  and  important^ 
as  this.  O  my  brethren,  this  is  a  work,  able  to  drink  up  your 
fpirits,  while  you  do  but  think  of  the  confequence  of  it. 
'  Summon  in  then  thy  felf-reflefting,  and  confidering  powers  : 
get  alone,  reader,  and,  forgetting  all  other  things,  ponder  with 
thyfelf  this  deep,  dear,  eternal  concernment  of  thinei  Examine 
the  ftate  of  thy  own 'foul.  Look  into  the  fcripturcs,  thtn  into 
thine  own  hearty  and  then  to  heaven,  faying.  Lord,  let  me  not  be 
deceived  info  great  a  concernment  to  me  as  this.  O  let  not  the 
trifles  of  time  wipe  off  the  impreffions  of  death,  judgment, 
and  eternity,  from  thy  heart.  O  that  long  word  [^EtcrrAty,!^ 
that  it  might  be  night  and  day  with  thee.  That  the  awe  of 
it  may  be  ftill  upon  thy  fpirit.  A  gentlewoman  of  this  nation, 
having  fpent  th^  whole  afternoon,  and  a  great  part  of  the  even- 
ing at  cards,  in  mirth  and  jollity,  came  home  late  at  night,  and 
finding  her  waiting  gentlewoman  reading,  flie  looked  over  bcr 
ih6ulder  upon  the  bcx)k,  and  iaid.  Poor  melancholy  foul,  wl.y 
doft  thou  fit  here  poring  fo  long  upon  thy  book  ?  That  night  (lie 
could  not  fleep,  but  lay  fighing  and  weeping;  her  fervant  aflccd 
her  once  and  again  what  ailed  her ;  at  laft  (he  burft  out  into  tears, 
and  iaid,  O  I  it  wasone  word  that  I  caft  my  eye  upon  in  thy  book, 
that  troubles  me  ;  there  I  (aw  that  word  Eternity.  How  hap- 
py were  I,  if  I  were  provided  for  eternity  !  Sure  it  concerns  us, 
ieeing  we  look  for  fuch  things^  to  be  diligent  that  we  may  be 
found  of  him  in  peace.  O  let  not  that  day  come  by  furprizal  u- 
pon  you.  llemtmiber  that  as  death  leaves,  fo  judgment  wliI£od 
you. 

infer.  4.  Is  Jcfus  Chrift  appointed  Judge  of  quick  and  dead, 
then  look  to  it,  all  you  that  hope  to  be  found  of  him  in  peace,  that 
you  avoid  thofe  fins,  and  live  in  the  daily  praBlce  of  thofe  duties^ 
which  the  confideration  ,of  that  day  powerfully  ferfuades  you  to 
avoid  or  praBife*  For  it  not  only  preffes  to  hoiinefs  in  aBu  pri^ 
mo,  in  the  being  of  it  j  but  in  aBufecundo,  in  the  daily  exeictfe 
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^  prafticc  of  it.    Do  you  indeed  exped  fueh  ^  day  ?  Ob, 

Firft,  See  yon  be  ^^leek  and  patient  under  all  injuries  and  a- 
bufesfor  ChriiPs  fake.  Avenge  not  yourlclves,  but  leave  it  to 
ibc  Lord;  who  will  do  it.  t>o  not  anticipare  the  work  of  God. 
**  Be  patient  my  brethren,  to  the  coming  of  the  Lord,"  James 
?.  7,  8,  9. 

SeconMyy  Be  communicative,  public-hearted  Chriftians,  flu- 
dying  and  devifing  liberal  things,  for  Chrift's diftrefltd  member^. 
A.\i^  you  (hall  have  both  an  honourable  remembrance  of  it,  and 
a  full  reward  of  it  in  that  day.  Mat.  xxv.  34,  35. 

Thirdly^  Be  ii^atchful,  and  fober,  keep  the  golden  bridle  of 
moderation  upon  all  your  affeflions ;  and  fee  that  you  be  not 
over-charged  with  the  cares  and  love  of  this  prefent  life,  Luke 
xxi.  34,  35.  '  Will  you  that  your  Lord  come,  and  find  you  in. 
focha  ppAure?  '*  O  let  your  moderation  be  known  untoalii 
"  the  Lord  is  at  band/'  Phil.  iv.  5. 

Fourthly^  Improve  all  your  Mailer's  talents,  diligently  and 
carefully.  Take  heed  of  ihc  napkin,  Mat.  xxv.  14)  18.  ThcQ 
muft  you  make  up  your  account  for  them  ail. 

Fifthly  ^  But  above  all,  be  fin  cere  in  your  profeflion.  Let 
your  hearts  be  found  in  God*s  flatutes,  that  you  may  never  be 
a(hamed  ;  for  this  day  will  be  the  day  of  maoifeAatioo  of  all 
hidden  things.  And  nothing  is  fo  iecret,  but  that  day  will  re« 
veal  it,  Lukexii.  i,  a,  3.  *•  Beware  of  hypocriiyi  for  there  is 
**  nothing  covered,  which  ftiali  not  be  revealed  ;  neither  hid^ 

"  that  (hall  not  be  made  known." Thus  I  ha^e  fioifttcdr 

through  divine  aids,  the  whde  doftrine  of  the  impetration  of  re» 
demption  by  Jefus  Chrifl;  we  (hall  wind  up  the  whole  in  a  ge«^ 
neral  exhortation,  and  1  have  done, 

Th€  General  USE, 
.  A  N  P  now,  to  clofe  up  all,  let  me  per-     fhe  general  ufe  cfthe 
■^    faade  all  thofe  for  whom  the  dear    whole f,  preffing  to  ho^ 
Son  of  God  came  frooi  the  blefTed  bofom     tinefi,  which  is   th^, 
of  the  Father ;  afTumed  Ae(h^  brake,  by     main  fcope  of  the  doe* 
the  ftreogth  of  his  own  love,  through  all     trine  of  redemption 
t^Ucouragements  and  impediments,  laid 
down  his  own  life  a  ranfom  for  their  fouls  ;  for  whom  he  livedo 
dWd,  rofe,  afcended,  and  lives  for  ever  in  heaven  loimercede;- 
to  live  wholly  to  Cbrift,  as  Chrift  lived,  and  died  wholly  for 
them. 
0  brethren,  never  was  the  Heathen  world  acquainted  with. 
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fvcb  arguments  to  deter  them  from  fm ;  never  acquainted  with 
foch  motives  to  urge  them  to  holinelSy^  as  I  fliail  this  day  ac- 
quaint you  with.     My  rcqueft  is,  to  gvrh  up  both  your  hearts 
^ud  lives  to  glorify  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  wbofe  you  are, 
by  the  holinefs  and  heavenlinefs  of  them.     Other  things  arei 
expected  from  you,  than  from  other  men.    See  that  you  turn 
not  all  this  grace  that  hath  founded  in  your  ears,  into  wantoonefs. 
Think  not  becaufe  Chrii^  hath  done  lo  much  for  you,  you  may 
fit  Aill;\  much  lefs  indulge  yourfelvestn  fin,  becaufe  ChriAbath 
offered  up  fuch  an  excellent  facrifice  for  the  expiation  of  it. 
Mo,  no»  though  Chrifl  came  to  be  a  curfe,  he  did  not  come  to 
be  a  cloak  for  your  fins.    **  If  one  died  for  all,  then  were  alt 
^'  dead ;  that  they  that  live,  fhould  not  henceforth  live  to  them- 
**  fclvesf  but  to  him  that  died  for  them,"  2  Cor.  v.  15.    Q 
keep  your  lives  pure  and  clean.    Do  not  make  frefh  work  for 
the  blood  of  Chrift  every  day.    *'  If  you  live  in  the  Spirit,  fee 
••  that  you  walk  in  the  Spirit,"  Gal.  v.  25.    That  is,  (faith 
^  Cornelius  a  Lapide  very  iblidly)  **  Let  us  (hape  and  order 
**  our  lives  and  a£Hon$  according  to  the  didates,  inftind:,  and 
^*  impulfes  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  that  grace  of  the  Spirit  put 
*'  within  us,  and  planted  in  our  hearts,  which  tendeth  toprac- 
**  tical  holinefs."   O  let  the  grace  which  is  io  your  hearts,  iffije  ' 
out  into  xiU  your  religious,  civil,  and  natural  anions.     Let  the 
faith  that  is  in  your  hearts  appear  in  your  prayers ;  the  obedience 
of  your  hearts  in  hearing ;  the  meeknefs  of  your  hearts  in  (offer* 
ing;  the  raercifulnefs  of  your  hearts  in  diftributing;  the  truth 
and  righteouiiiefs  of  your  hearts  in  trading;  the  fobriety  and 
temperance  of  your  hearts  in  eating  and  drinking.     Thefebe 
the  fruits  of  Chrift's  fufFerings  indeed,  they  are  fweet  fruits. 
X^t  grace  refine,  ennoUe,  and  elevate  all  your  a£Vions  ;  that  you 
may  fay,  "  Truly  our  converfation  is  in  heaven.*'     Let  grace 
have  the  ordering  of  your  tongues,  and  of  your  bands ;  the  mould- 
ing of  your  whole  converfation.     Let  not  humility  appear  ii| 
ibme'a£kions,  and  pride  in  others.    Holy  ferioufnefs  in  ibme 
companies,  and  vain  frothinefs  in  others.    Suffer  not  the  fono* 
tain  of  corruption  to  mingle  with,  or  {>ollute  the  flreams  of 
grace.     Write  as  exaftly  as  you  can  after  your  copy,  Chrift^ 
O  let  there  not  be  (as  f  one  well  expreffes  it)  here  a  line  and 
there  a  blank ;  here  a  word,  and  there  a  blot.    One  wc»*d  of 
Cod,  and  two  of  the  world.    Now  a  fpiritnal  rapture,  and  then 

*  Seeundunt  dj/fantfn,  infltn^fufn^  impulfum  Spiritus  to  gratis 
p^myfdSi  et  mdit^  nMs  a  Spir'ttu  San^o. 
\  ¥^  A.  Vittdi^ia  PieiatiS"   - 
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ftflelUy  frolic.    This  day  an  advance  towards  heaven,  and  to« 
morrow  a  Aide  back  again  towards  hell.    But  ^^^^021  in  the  fear 
^tU  Lord  all  the  iky  long.     Let  there  be  a  due  proportion  be* 
twixt  all  the  parts  of  your  conveciation.    Approve  yourielves 
tkfervants  of  Chrift  in  all  things.    "  Bypureneis,  by  know- 
''  kdge,  long-fuffcring,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft»  by  love  unfeigned^ 
"  by  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armour  of 
^  righteoulheis,  on  the  right*hand,  and  on  the  left,'*  2  Cor.  vi, 
(5.    See  then  how  accurately  you  walk.— —Cut  off  occafion 
from  them  thatdefire  occafion  ;  and  in  well-doing  commit  your« 
felves  to  God,  and  commend  religion  to  the  world.     That  this 
is  your  great  concernment  and  duty,  I  fhall  evidence  to  your  ^ 
coofciences,  by  rhefe,  following  conGderations.    That  of  all  per* 
fobs  in  the  world  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  are  moft  obliged  to 
k  holy ;  moft  affifted  for  a  life  of  holinefs;  and  that  God  in- 
tends to  make  great  u(e  of  their  lives,  both  for  the  convi^ioo» 
and  CQQveriion  of  others. 

Cenfider,  Firft^  God  Jiath  more  obliged  them  to  live  pure 
and  ftriil  lives.  I  know  the  command  obliges  all  men  to  it,  e- 
Ten  thofe  that  cafV  away  the  cords  of  the  commands,  and  break 
Chfiil's  bonds  afunder,  are  yet  bound  by  them  ^  and  cannot 
plead  a  difpeniation  to  live  as  they  do.  Yea,  and  it  is  not  un- 
cfoal  for  them  to  feel  the  obligations  of  the  command  upon  their 
cooictcnces,  even  when  their  impetuous  luds  hurry  them  on  to 
the  violation  of  them ;  but  there  are  ipecial  ties  upon  your  fouls, 
that  oblige  you  te  holinefs  more  than  others.  Many  fpecial  and 
peculiar  engagements  you  are  under.  Firft^  from  God.  S^ 
imdfy,  from  y&ur/ehes.  7hirdly,  from  your  brethren.  Fourthly^ 
from  your  enemies. 

.-    Firfij  God  hath  peculiarly  obliged  you  to  purity  and  Arid- 
uefs  of  life*    Yea,  every  Perfon  in  the  blcffed  Trinity  hath  cafl 
his  cord  over  your  fouls,  to  bind  up  your  hearts  and  lives  to  the 
moft  ftriA  and  precife  obedience  of  his 
commands.    The  Father  hath  obliged  you.    Obligations    from 
mi  that  sot  only  by  the  common  tie  of    the  Father, 
preationf  which  is  yet  of  great  efficacy  in 
Itfelf ;  f(^,  is  it  reafonable,  that  God  fliould  create  and  form  fo 
excellent  a  piece,  and  that  it  fliould  be  employed  againft  him  ? 
That  be  fliould  plant  the  tree,  and  another  eat  the  fruit  of  it  ^ 
But,  befides  this  common  engagement,  he  hath  obliged  you  to 
Winefsof  life. 

Firfi,  By  hk  vfife  and  merciful  defigns  and  counfels  for  your 
recovery  and  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift.  It  was  he  that  laid  the 
lemei^ibn^of  your  falvation  with  his  own  hands.    The  iirft. 
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lootion  fprang  out  of  his  breaft.  If  God  had  not  dcfigoed  the 
Redeemer  tor  you,  the  world  had  never  feen  him  ;  he  had  oei er 
left  that  Iwtct  Boiom  for  you.  It  was  the  aft  of  the  Father  to 
give  you  to  the  Son  to  be  redeemed^  and  then  to  give  theSoa 
to  be  a  Redeemer  to  you.  Both  of  them  flupeodous  acd  attb* 
oiling  afts  of  grace^.  And  ia  both  God  aft«d  as  a  mod  free  A* 
geut.  When  he  gave  you  to  ChriA  before  the  begioniog  of 
lime,  there  was  nothti)g  out  of  himielf  that  could  in  the  leaft 
move  him  to  it.  When  the  Father,  Son»  and  Spirit  f9t(as  i 
may  fay)  at  the  counie)  table,  contriving  and  laying  the  dcfign 
for  the  ialvation  of  a  few  out  of  many  of  Adam's  degenerate 
oifspring,  there  was  nont  came  before  him  to  fpeak  one  word 
for  thee  ;  but  fnch  was  the  divine  Pleafure  to  inlert  thy  name  in 
that  catalogue  of  the  faved.  Oh  h^w  much  owell  thou  to  the 
Lord  for  this !  And  what  an  engagement  doth  ic  leat^e  upon 
thy  foul  to  obey,  pleaie»  and  glorify  him  ?  ^ 

Secondly^  By  his  bountijut  remunerations  of  your  obiJkme^ 
i^hich  have  been  ix>onderful.  What  iervice  didit  thou  ever  per- 
form for  him,  for  which  he  hath  not  paki  thee  a  thoufand  times 
more  than  it  is  worth  ?  Didft  thou  ever  feek  him  diligently,  and 
Bot  find  him  a  bountiful  re  warder ;  none  feek  him  in  vain,  uo- 
lefs  fuch  only  as  feek  him  vainly,  Heb.  xi.  6.  Did  A  thou  ever 
give  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  the  name  of  a  difciple,  and  not  re- 
ceive a  difciple's  reward  ?  Mat.  x.  42.  Hail  thou  not  found 
inward  peace  and  comfort  Bowing  iato  thy  foul,  upon  ever^ 
piece  of  (incere  obedience  \  Oh  what  a  good  mader  do  iaiQt» 
lerve  f  You  that  arc^  remifs  and  unconftant  in  your  obedi- 
ence, you  that  are  hcartlefs  and  cold  in  duties;  hear  kow  your 
God  expoftulares  with  you,  Jer.  ii.  31.  "  Have  I  been  a  wilder* 
**  neis  to  Iff^ael,  or  a.  land  of  darkaefs?*^  q,  d.  Have  I  Jjeen  a 
hard  Mailer  to  you  ?  Have  yon  any  reaioo  to  complain  of  me  I 
To  whomibever  I. have  been  (ireight-handed,  furely  I  have  not 
been  fo  to  you*  Are  fruits  of  fin  like  the  fruits  of  obedience  ? 
Po  you  know  where  to  find  a  better. Mafier  ?  Why  then  are 
you  fo  ihuffling  and  uncqnAant,  {q  Huggiih  and  remits  in  my 
work  ?  Surely  God  is  not  behind-hand  with  any  of  you.  May 
you  not  fay  with  X>avid,  Pfal,  cxix.  56.  *'  This  I  had>  becauie 
**  I  kept  thy  precept^.**  There  are  fruits  in  holimefs,  ew«a  pre- 
i^nt  fruit.,  It  is  a  high  favour  to  be  employed  iot  God.  Ke- 
watd  enough  that  he  will  accept  any  thing  thou  doib.  But  to 
return  every  duty  !hou  prefenteft  to  him  with  fuch  comforts, 
fiicK  quickenings,  fuch  inward  and  outward  bl^ffings  into  thy 
boibm,  fo  that  thou  mayeft  open  the*  treafury  of  thine  own  ex* 
ftT^iomh  view  the  variety  qi  ^Q»jayrag^meatS|  aud  tokens  of 
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his  love,  at  federal  times  received  in  duties ;  aod  fay,  this  I  had, 
and  that  I  had^  by  waiting  on  God,  and  ierviDg  him.  Oh  what 
aa  tagagement  is  this  upon  thee,  to  be  ever  abounding  in  the 
work  o^  the  Lord !  Though  thou  muft  not  work  for  wages ; 
ytt  God  wiil  not  let  thy  work  go  unrewarded.  For  he  is  not 
unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labour  of  love » 

Thirdly^  Your  Father  hath  further  obliged  you  to  his  holi- 
Aefs  and  fMirity  of  life,  hy  fignifying  to  you  (as  he  hath  frequent- 
Ijdoae)  the  great  delight  and  pUafure  he  hath  therein.  He 
Hath  told  you,  •*  that  iuc^  as  are  upright  in  the  way  arc  hisdc- 
'*  light,"  Prov.  xi.  20.  That  he  would  not  have  you  *'  forget 
**  to  do  good,  and  to  communicate,  for  with  luch  facrifices  he 
**  is  well  plealed,"  Heb.  xiii.  16.  You  know  you  cannot 
•*  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  to  all  pleafuig,  (except)  ye  be 
**  fruitful  in  every  good  word  and  work,"  Col.  i.  10.  And 
oh  what  a  bond  is  this  upon  you  to  live  holy  lives  !  Can  you 
plcafe  yourfeives  in  difplcaHog  your  Father  ?  If  you  have  the 
hearts  of  childrea  in  you,  lure  you  cannot.  O  you  cannot 
grieve  his  fpirii  by  Joole  and  carelefs  walking,  but  you  muft 
grieve  your  own  fpirits  too.  How  many  times  ,hath  Goa  pleafcd 
you,  gratified  and  contented  you,  and  wiil  you  not  pleale  and 
content  him  ?  This  mercy  you  have  aiked  of  him,  and  he  gave  it, 
that  mercy^  and  you  were  not  denied  ;  in  many  things  the  Lord 
hath  wonderfully  condcfcended  to  pleafe  you,  and  now  there  is 
but  one  thing  that  he  deiires  of  you,  and  that  mofl  reafonable, 
yea.  beneficial  for  you,  as  well  as  pleafmq  to  him,  Phil.  x.  27. 
**  Only  let  your  converfation  be  as  becometh  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
**  Chrift."  This  is -the  one  thing,  the  great  and  main  thing, 
he  expefts  from  you  in  this  world,  and  will  not  you  do  it  ? 
Can  you  expeft  he  rtiould  gratify  your  defires,  when  you  make 
no  more  of  grieving  and  difpleaflng  him  ?  Well,  if  you  know 
what  will  plcafe  God,  and  yet  rcfolve  not  to  dolt,  but  will  rather 
pleafe  your  flcfh,  and  gratify  the  devil,  than  him  ;  pray  pull  off 
your  vizard's,  fall  into  your  own  rank  among  hypocrites ;  and 
appear  as  indeed  you  are< 

Fourthly,  The  Father  hath  further  obliged  you  toftridlnefs  and 
purity  of  converfation^  hy  his  gracious  promifes  made  to  fuch  as 
fi  walk.  He  hath  promi fed  to  do  great  things  for  you,  if  you 
will  but  do  this  one  thing  for  him.  If  yow  will  "  order  your 
"  converfation  aright,"  Pid.  1.  uit.  He  will  be  your  fun  and 
Jhield,  if  you  walk  before  him  and  be  upright,  Gen.  xv.  1.  "He 
"  will  give  grace  and  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  with-hold 
V  from  him  that  walketh  uprightly,"  Plal.  Ixxxiv.  1 1.  And  he 
promifes  no  more  to  you  than  be  hath  made  good  to  others^ 
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that  have  thus  walked,  and  flands  ready  ta  J^erform  to  you  alfo* 
If  you  look  to  enjoy  the  good  of  the  promife,  you  are  oblig- 
ed by  all  your  expeftatioos  and  hopes,  to  order  your  lives  purely 
and  Uprightly.  This  hope  will  fct  you  on  work  to  purge  your 
lives,  as  well  as  your  hearts,  from  all  pollutions,  2  Cor.  vii.  u 
**  Having  thefe  promifes,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  frodi  aU  fil* 
««  thinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit,,perfefting  hoKnefs  in  the  fear  of 
«*  God.'* 

Fifthly,  Yea,  He  hath  yet  more  obliged  you  toflriB  and  holy 
lives ^   by  .his  confidence  in  you,  that  you  will  thus  walk  and 
plea/e  him.     He   exprefleth  himfelf  In  fcripturc,    as  one  that 
dares  truft  you  with  his  glory,  knowing  that  you  will  be  tender 
of  it,  and  dare  do  no  otherwife.    If  but  a  man  repofe  confi- 
dence in  you,  and  truft  you  with  his  concerns,  it  greatly  o- 
bilges  you  to  be  faithful.     What  an  engagement  was  that  upon 
Abraham  to  walk  uprightly,  wh^n  God  f^id  of  him,  Gen.  xviii.  ' 
19.  <'  \  know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  children,  and  his 
•*  houftiold  after  him,  and  they  (hall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord," 
y.  d,  as  for  this  wicked  generation,  whom  1  will  fpeedily  con- 
Tume  in  my  wrath,  1  know  they  regard  not  my  laws,  they  will 
trample  my  commands  under  their  feet,   they  care  not  how 
they  provoke  me,  but  I  expeft  other  things  from  Abraham, 
and  I  am  confident  he  will  not  fail  me.     /  knoij{;  him,  he  is  a , 
man  of  another  fpirit,  and  what  I  promife  rayfelf  from  him, 
he  will  make  good.     And  to  the  like  purpofe,  is  that  in  Ifa. 
Ixiii.  7.  "  I  will  mention  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  and 
"  the  praifes  of  the  Lord ;  according  to  all  that  the  Lord  hath, 
"  beftowed  on  us,  and  the  great  goodnefs  towards  the  houfeof 
**  Ifrael,  which  he  hath  beflowed  on  them ;  according  to  his 
**  mercies,  and  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  loving-kind' 
«*  ncffes.    Fpr  he  faid,  furely  they  are  my  people,  children  that 
**  will  not  lie,  (or  fail  me)  fo  he  was  their  Saviour."     Hereyoa 
have  an  ample  account  of  the  endearing  mercies  of  God  to  that 
people,  ver.  7.  and  the  Lord's  confident  expeftations  of  fuitablc 
returns  from  them,  ver.  8.  I  faid,  (/.  e,)  (fpcaking  after  the 
manner  of  men  in  like  cafes)  I  made  ^  full  account,  that  after  all 
thefe  endearments,   and  favours,    be  flowed  upon  them,  they 
would  not  offer  to  be  difloyal  and  falfe  to  nie.     I  have  made  them 
fore  enough  to  myfelf,  by  fo  many  bonds  of  love.     Like  to  which* 
is  that  exprellion,  Zeph,  iii.  7.  **  I  faid,  furely  thou   wilt  fear 
•*  me,  thou  wilt  receive  inftrufVion/'     Oh!  how  great  are  the 
cxpcftations  of  God  from  fuch  as  you  !  I  know  Abraham,  thene 
is  no  doubt  of  him.     And  again,  they  are  children  that  will  not 
lie,  (i.  €*)  they  ^x&noKfalkrefidemdatam^  bi^eak  their  coveaant. 


Sun.  XLII.  The  Fmintain  rf  I^i.  ^3 

Vflih  me.    Or  tfecy  arc  my  people  that  will  not  (hrink»  as  Mr. 

Coverdale  well  tranflates,^7ti  noH  neganteSf  fuch  as  will  be  trae 

tome»  and  anfwer  their  coveoaQt^Qgageoieats.     And  agaia» 

farely  thou  wilt  fear  me,  thou  wilt  receive  inftruSion.    And 

fhall  not  all  this  engage  you  to  God  ?  What !  Neidier  the  anci- 

m  and  bountiful  loTe  of  God,  in  contriving  your  redemptioo 

frpm  eternity,  aor  the  bounty  of  God,  in  rewanlingall»  and  everjr 

piece  of  iervice  you  have  done  for  him.    Nor  yet  the  pleafure 

be  takes  in  your  obedience  and  upright  walking :  Nor  the  en* 

cooragiog  promiies  he  hath  made  thereto,  nor  yet  his  confident 

expectations  of  fuch  a  life  from  you,  whom  he  hath  fo  many 

ways  obliged,  and  endeared  to  himfelf  ?  Will  you  forget  your 

aDcieot  friend,  contemn  his  rewards,  take  no  delight  or  care  to 

pbfe  him  I  Slight  his  promifes,  and  deceive  and  fail  his  ex- 

peflatbns  ?  "  Be  aftoniftied,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this !  and  be  hor- 

"  ribly  afraid."    Confider  how  God  the  Father  hath  faftned  this 

$ve-foId  cord  upon  your  fouls,  and  (hew  yourfelves  chriftians  ; 

yea,  to  ufe  the  prophet's  words,  Ifa.  xlvi.  8.  ••  Remember  this^ 

"  and  fhew'  yourfelves  men." 

Secondly^  You  are  yet  further  engaged  to  this 
precife  and  holy  life,  by  what  the  Son  hath  Obligations  from 
done  for  you  ;  is  not  this  pure  and  holy  life  the  Son, 
the  very  aim,  and  next  end  of  his  death  ?  Did 
he  not  (hed  his  blood  to  **  redeem  you  from  your  vain  converfa- 
I*  tions  ?"  I  Pet.  i.  1 8.  Was  not  this  the  defign  of  all  his  fufFer- 
ings  ?  "  That  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  your  enemies, 
'*  you  might  (erve  him  in  righteoufnefs  and  holioefs  all  the  days 
"  of  your  life,"  Luke  i.  74,  75.  And  is  not  theapoftle's  infer- 
ence, 2  Cor.  V.  14,  1 5.  highly  reafonable  ?  **If  on  died  for  all, 
"  then  were  all  dead,  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which 
"  live,  ftiould  not  henceforth  live  to  themfelves,  but  to  him  that 
•*  died  for  them."  Did  Chrift  onjy  buy  your  perfons,  an()  not 
yourfervices  alfo  ?  No,  no,  whoever  hath  thy  time,  thy  ftrcngth, 
or  any  part  of  either;  I  can  aflure  thee,  chrifiian,  that  Chrift 
hath  paid  for  it,  and  thou  giveA  away  what  is  none  of  thine  owa 
to  pve.  Every  moment  of  thy  time,  is  his.  Every  talent, 
whether  of  grace  jor  nature,  is  his.  And  doA  thou  defraud  him 
of  his  own  ?  O  how  liberal  are  you  of  your  precious  words  and 
hours,  as  if  Chrift  had  never  made' a  purchaie  of  them  !.  O  think 
of  this,  when  thy  life  runs  muddy  and  fouK  When  the  fountain 
of  corruption  flows  out  at  thy  tongue,  in  idle  frothy  difcour- 
fes ;  or  at  thy  hand,  in  fjnful  unwarrantable  anions  ?  Do^h  this 
become  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ?  Did  Chiift  come  from  the 
VoL.U.  L 
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iofom  of  his  Patter  for  this  *  Did  he  groan,  fwreat,  bleed,  endure 
the  crofs,  andlAy  dowA  his  life  for  this  ?  Was  he  fo  well  plcafed 
"With  M  his  forrows  aod  fufFenngs,  his  pangs  and  agonies,  upon 
the  account  of  that  fatisfa^lion  he  (houid  havt  in  feeing  the  tra- 
vail of  his  foul  ?  Ifa.  liii.  1 1.  as  if  he  had  faid,  **  Welcome  death, 
'*•  welcome  agonies,  welcome  the  bitter  cup,  and  heavy  burthen; 
'*  I  chearfully  fubmit  to  all  this.  Thefe  are  travailing  pangs, 
•••  indeed,  but  I  (ball  fee  the  beautiful  birth  at  laft,  Thde  throws 
**  and  agonies  (hail  bring  forth  many  lovely  children  to  God ;  I 
**  (hall  have  joy  in  them,  and  glory  from  them,  to  all  eternity. 
**  This  blood  of  mine,  thefe  fufferings  of  mine,  (ball  purchafe  to  ' 
*•  ihe,  the  perfons,  duties,  fervices,  and  obedience  of  many  thou- 
***  fands  that  will  love  me,  and  honour  me,  ferve  me,  and  obey 
"*•  me,  with  their  fouls  and  bodies  which  are  mine."  And  doth 
not  this  engage  you  to  look  to  your  lives,  and  keep  them  pure  I 
Is  not  every  one  of  Chrift's  wounds,  a  mouth  open  to  plead  for  ^ 
more  holmefs,  more  fervice,  and  more  fruit  from  you  ?  Oh ! 
^hat  will  engage  you  if  this  will  not  ?  But, 

Thirdly^  This  is  not  all ;  as  a  man  when  he 
Engagements  from  weigheth  a  thing,  cafteth  in  weight  after 
the  Spirit,  weight,  till  the  fcales  are  counterpoi(ed ;  So 

doth  God  caft  in  engagement,  after  engage- 
ment, and  argum^t  upon  argument,  till  thy  heart,  chriflian,  be 
weighed  up,  and  won  to  this  heavenly  life.     And  therefore,  as 
ipllihu  faid  to  Job,  chap,  xxxvi.  22.  *•  Suffer  mc  a  little,  and  I 
"  will  (hew  thee  what  I  have  yet  to  fpeak  on  God's  behalf/* 
Some  arguments  have  already  been  urged  on  the  behalf  of  the   ' 
Father  and  Son,  for  purity  and  cleanneftof  life  ;  and  next  I  have 
fomcthing  to  plead  on  the  behalf  of  the  Spirit.    1  plead  naw  oa 
his  behalf,  who  hath  (b  many  times  helped  you  to  plead  for  your- 
fclvcs  with  God,     He  that  hath  fo  often  refreihed,  quickened, 
•  and  comforted  you,  he  will  be  quenched,  grieved,  and  difpleafed, 
by  an  impure,  loofc,  and  carelefsconverfation ;  and  what  will  yoa 
do  then  ?  Who  (hall  comfort  you,  when  the  comforter  is  departed 
from  you  ?  When  he  that  (hould  relieve  your  fouls,  is  far  ofT? 
O  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  by  which  vpu  are  iealed^ 
to  the  day  of  rederoptioti,  Eph.  iv.  30.  There  is^thiog  grieves 
him  more  than  impure  praftjpes ;  for  he  is  a  holy  Spirit.     Aad 
look,  as  water  damps  and  quenches  the  fire,  fo-dbth  fin  qnencH 
the  fpirit,  i  Thef.  v.  19.    Will  you  quench  the  warm  affefVions^ 
and  burning  dcfires  which  he  hath  kindled  in  your  bofoms  ?  If 
you  do,  it  is  a  queflion,  whether  ever  you  may  recover  thein~a- 
gain  to  your  dying  day.    The  fpirit  hath  a  delicate  fenfe.     It  ia^ 
the  moil  tender  thing  in  the  whole  world.    He  feels  the  kaft 
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touch  of  iiQ,  and  i$  grieved,  when  thy  corroptioos  wUhjlPj  arc 
flirred  by  temptatioQS,  and  break  out  to  the  defiJiag  of  thy  life  j 
tbeo  is.  the  holy  Spirit  of  6od,  as  it  were,  made  fad,  ^od  he^vj^ 
within'thec.  As  that  word  ^n  av«W]i,  Eph.  iv.  30.  may  be  fpi^- 
dered.  For  thereby  thou  refifteft  his  mdtions^  whereby  io  the 
vayof  a  loving  ^ODAraiot,  he  would  lead  and  guide  thee  in'th^ 
way  of  ^hy  duty  ;  yea,  thou  not  only  refifteft  his  motions,  bu? 
Crofleft  bU  grand  defign,  which  is  to  purge  and  fanftify  thee 
wholly,  and  build  thee  up  more  and  more  to  the  perfcftiop  of 
holioefs*  And  when  thou  thus  forfakeft  his  conduf):,  and  crof* 
leA  his  defigD  in  thy  foul,  then  doth  he  ufually  withdraw  as  g 
man  thatis  grieved  by  the  unkindnefs  of  his  friend.  He  drawf 
in  the  beams  of  his  evidencing  and  (juickeniag  grace.  With- 
holds all  his  divine  cordials,  and  faith,  as  it  were,  to  the  unkiiv4 
aod  diiiogenupus  foul,  .  .      '^ 

"  Haft  thou  thus  requited  me,  for  all 
"  the  favours  and  kindneffes  thou  haft  The  Spirifs.  expofla- 
'*  received  from  me  ?  Have  I  quickened  Jation  with  careU/i 
"  diee,  when  thou  waft  dead  in  trauf-  Chriftians. 
*^  greffions  ?  Did  I  defcend  upon  thee  m 
*'  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  communicate  life,  even  the 
**  life  of  God,  to  thee ;  leaving  others  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead  ! 
"  Have  I  ftied*  forth  fuch  rich  influences  of  grace  acid  copifori 
"  upon  tlicc  ?  Comfoftjpg  thee  in  all  thy  troubles,  helping 
'*  thee  in  all  thy  duties ;  (atisfying  thee  in  all  thy  doubts  an4 
"  perplexities  of  foul ;  faving  thee,  and  pulling  thee  back  froB| 
*'  ib  many  deftruftivc  temptations  and  dangers?  What  ha4 
"  been  thy  condition,  if  I  had  not  come  unto  thee?  Could  th^ 
**  word  have  converted  thee  without  me?  Could  mini.fters^/ 
"  could  aogels,  have  done  that  for  thee  which  t  did  ?  And  when 
**  I  had  quickened  thee,  and  made  thee  a  living  foul,  what  couldft 
"  thou  have  done,  without  my  excitiqg  and  aflifting  gr^cef 
"  Couldeft  thou  go  on  in  the  way  of  duty,  If  I  had  not  led 
"  thee  ?  How  wouldeft  thou  have  waded  through  the  deeps  oif 
^*  fpiritual  troubles,  if  I  had  not  borne  thee,  pp.?  Whither  ha4 
**  the  temptations  of  fatan  and  thine  own '^corruptions,  carried 
*'  thee  before  this  day,  if  I  had  not  ftood  thy  friend,  and  come 
"  in  for  tby  refcue  in  the  time  of  need  ?  t)id  I  ever  fail  thee 
"  in  thy  extremities  ?  Did  I  ever  leave  thee  in  thy  dangers  ? 
"  Have  I  not  been  tender  over  thee,  an^  faithful  to  ihec  ?  ApcJ 
"  now,  for  which  of  all  thefc  kindneffes,  dpft^ou  thus  wrong 
**  and  abufe  me  ?  Why  haft  thou  wounded  ?bc  thus  by  thy  un« 
[*  kindoeis  i  Ah  1  thou  haft  ill  requited  iny  love  !  And  now  tboa 
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«•  Ihalt  cit  the  fruit  of  thy  doings.  Let  thy  light  now  be  dark- 
**  nefe ;  thy  foogs  turned  into  bowlings ;  the  joy  of  thine  heart, 
*^  the  light  of  thine  eyes,  the  health  of  thy  countenance,  even 
**  the  face  of  thy  God,  .and  the  joy  of  falvation  be  hid  from  thee." 

This  is  the  fruit  of  careiefs  and  loo^  walking.  To  this  fad 
ifTue  it  will  bring  thee  at  laft,  and  when  it  is  come  to  this,  thoa 
ihalt  go  to  ordinances,  and  duties,  and  find  no  good  in  them  ; 
,  no  life-quickemng  comfort  there.  When  thy  heart  which  was 
wont  to  be  enlarged,  and  flowing,  flialt  be  clung  up  and  dry ; 
when  thou  (kalt  kneel  down  before  the  Lord,  and  ay,  as  £li(hay 
when  with  the  mantle  of  Elijah,  he  fmote  the  water,  "  Where 
««  is  the  Lord  God  of  Elijah  ?'»  So  thou,  where  is  the  God  of 
prayer  ?  where  is  the  God  of  duties  ?  But  there  is  no  ahfwer : 
when  like  Satnfon,  thou  (halt  go  forth  and  (hake  thylelf,  as  at 
other  times  ;  but  thy  ilrength  is  goDe ;  then  tell  me,  what  thou 
haft  done  in  refitting,  quenching,  and  grieving  the  holy  Spirit 
of  God  by  impure  and  bfTenfive  praAices  ?  And  thus  you  fee 
what  engagements  lie  upon  you  from  the  Spirit  alfo  to  walk  up- 
rightly, and  keep  the  iflues  of  life  pure.  I  could  willingly  have 
enlarged  myfelf  upon  this  laft  branch,  but  that*  a  judicious 
band  hath  lately  improved  this  argument,  to  which  I  (hall  refer 
the  reader.  Thus  God  hath  obliged  you  to  circumfpeA  and 
holy  lives. 

Secondly^  Tou  are  under  great  engagements  to  keep  ymt  livesi 
fwre^  fuen  from  yourfelves^  as  well  as  from  your  God^  A§ 
God  hath  bound  you  to  purity  of  converfation,  fo  you  hav^ 
bound  yourfelves.  And  there  are  feveral  things  in  you,  and 
done  by  you,  which  wonderfully  increafe,  and  fbrengthen  your, 
obligations  to  pradical  holiuefs. 

firjiy  Your  clearer  illuminattm  is  a  ftrong  bond  upon  your 
fouls,  Eph,  v.  8.  "  Ye  were  fometimc^s  darknefs  but  now  yc 
^'  are  light  in  the  Lord ;  walk  as  children  of  the  light."  You 
cannot  pretend,  or  plead  ignorance  of  your  duty.  You  fland 
convinced  in  your  own  confciences  before  God,  that  this  is  your 
'woqueftionable  3uty.  Chriftians,  will  you  not  all  yield  to  this  ? 
X  know  you  readily  yield  it.  We  live,  indeed,  inacontentious^ 
difputing  age.  In  other  things,  our  opinions  are  diHerent. 
One  Chriftian  is  of  this  judgment,  another  of  that ;  but  doth 
be  deferve  the  name  of  a  Chriflrian  that,  dare  once  queftion  this 
truths  in  this  we  all  meet  and  clofe  in  ooenefs  of  mind  and 
Judgment,  that  it  is  our  indifputabie  duty^  to  live  pure ^  fir iB^ 
and  clean  lives.    ''  The  grace  of  God^  which  hath  appeared  t(^ 
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«  you;  hath  taught  you  this  trnth  clearly,  and  convmchglji'* 
Tit.  ii.  n,  12.  **  You  have  received  how  you  ought  to  walk, 
"  and  to  plcafe  God,"  i  Thef.  iv.  i.  Well  then,  this  being 
yielded,  the  inference  is  plain  and  undeniable ;  tha,t  you  cannot 
tvalk  as  others,  ^  in  the  vanity  oi  their  mind ;  b]at  you  muft  ofier 
violence  to  your  oWn  light.  Yop  cannot  fuflfer  the  corruptions 
of  your  hearts  to  break  forth  into  pradice,  but  you  mu A  flight, 
and  put  by  the  notices  and  rebukes  of  your  own  cqnlcienoes. 
Jam.  iv.  17.  **  He  that  knowech  to  do  good,  and  doth  it  not,  to 
**  him  it  is  fin.'*  Yea,  fin  with  a  witnefs.  Aggravated  iin. 
Sin  6f  a  deeper  tinAure  thail  that  of  Heathens.  Sin  that  fadly 
waftes  and  violates  conicien^e.  Cer^inly  whoever  hath,  you 
have  no  cloak  for  your  fin.  Light  and  lufl  firuggling  t(^ether, 
great  light,  and  ftrong  lufls :  theie  make  the,  ioul  a  troubled 
ksL  that  cannot  reft.  O  but  when  mafterlefs  lufls  over-bear  con- 
fcience,  this  imprefles  horror  upon  the  ibuh  This  brake  Da- 
vid's heart,  Pfal.  li.  6.  *^  Thou  haft  put  knowledge  in  my  inner 
"parts,"  q.  d.  Ah,  Lord!  I  went  againft  the  rebukes  of  cob- 
fcience,  to  the  comniiffion  of  this  fin.  1  had  a  watchful  light 
fet  up  within  me.  I  knew  it  was  fin.  My  light  endeavoured 
lovingly  to  reftrain  me,  and  I  thruft  it  afide.  Befides,  wliat 
pleafure  in  fin  can  you  have  ?  Indeed,  fuch  as,  for  want  of  light 
know  not  what  they  do,  or  fuch,  whofe  confdences  are  feared, 
and  paft  feeling;  they  may  feek  a  little  pleafure  (fuch  as  it  is) 
out  of  fin  :  but  what  content  or  pleafure  can  you  have,  fo  long 
as  your  light  is  ever  breaking  in  upon  you,  and  fmiting  you  for 
wbat  you  do  ?  This  greatly  increafes  your  obligation  to  a  pre- 
cifc,  holy  life.     Again, 

Secondly,  Tou  are  prtfejfon  of  Mmefs.  You  have  given  in 
your  names  to  Chrift,'  to  be  his  difciptes ;  and  by  this  your  en* 
gagements  to  a  life  of  kolinefs,  are  yet  further  ftrengthened, 
2  Tim.  ii.  19.  •*  Let  every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Chrift, 
•*  depart  from  iniquity .*Vv  The  name  of  Chrift  is  called  upon 
you,  and  it  is,  a  ivortfy  name.  Jam.  ii.  7.  It  is  called  upoa 
you,  as  the  name  of  the  hufl^and  is  called  upod  his  wife,  ifa.  iv. 
I.  **  Let  thy  name  be  called  upon  us."  Or,  as  the  name  of  a 
Father  is  called  upon  his  child.  Gen.  xlviii.  16.  ''  Let  my  name 
*'  be  called  on  them,  and  the  name  of  my  fathers."  Well  then, 
you  bear  the  name  of  Chrift  as  his  fpoufe  or  children ;  ao4  will 
you  not  live  fuitably  to  your  name  ?  Every  place  and  relation^ 
cvtry  title  of  honour  and  dignity  hath  its  decorum,  and  becom- 
ingnefe.  O  bow  will  that  worthy  name  of  Chrift  be  blafpbem- 
ed  through  you,  if  you  adorn  it  not  with  becoming  deport- 
iQents?  Better  ^ou  bad  aever  profeflcd  any  Aiisa^,  i\m  to  fet 
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yodrfehnei  by  your  profbiBon  in  the  eye  aod  obfervatioivof  tb« 
work);  md  meo  to  pour  contempt  on  Jefus  Chrift,  by  your 
foiftdaiotis  .converiaiions,  before  the  ,eye$  of  the  world  ;  who 
Will  iM^h  at  tt.  1  remember  tt  was  a  memenU  giveD  to  oae  of 
his  name  by  Alexaader,  r^cordare  mmihi^  AUxandri,  Remeoh . 
ber  ^fakl  he)  thy  name  Alexaader,  and  do  oothiiig  uDworthy 
of  that  oaipe,  O  that  is  a  heavy  charge^  &om»  ii.  24. ''  Through 
*'  yon  is  the  name  of  God  blafphemed  amoog  the  Heathens.'* 
Unhappy  oiaQ  that  ev^r  thou  fliouideft  be  a  reproach  to  Chrifil 
The  herd  <^  wicked  men,  they  are  ignota  capita  ;  naen  of  do 
90tc,  or  obfervatiofi.  They  may  fioy  and  fin  again;  driok* 
iwear^  and  tumble  in  all  ^unddannefs ;  and  it  pafles  away  fileut- 
\f ;  the  world  takes  little  notice  of  it. .  Their  wicked  aAioitf 
iaakc  but  little  noife  in  the  world ;  but  the  mifcarriages  of  pro- 
UBbnt  are  like  a  ^hzmg  c&meU  or  an  edipiisd  fua,  which  all 
men  gajieat,  and  make  their  obfervatiopis  upon ;  oh  then,  what 
piaouer  c^  perToos  ought  you  to  be,  who  bear  the  worthy  name 
of  Chrift  uponyou! 

Thirdly^  But  more  than  thift,  Tou.iave  obliged  yourfelva  1$ 
iiii  bfe  ef  Minefs  by  your  own  prayers.  How  many  times- have 
you  lifted  up  your  bands  to  heaven,  and  cried  with,David» 
Pial.cxix.  5.  '*  O  that  my  ways  were  direAed  to  keep  thy  fta* 
'<  tntes.  Order  my  fleps  in  thy  word,vand  let  no  iniquity  have 
**  dominion  over  me,"  ver.  133.  Were  you  in  earneft  with 
God,  when  you  thus  prayed  ?  ^id  you  mean  as  you  &id  I  Or 
^id  you  only  compHtnent  with  God  I  If  y^our  hearts  and  tongues 
«igreed  in  this  requefl:,  doubtlefs  it  is  aa  much  your  duty  to  e&* 
ckavour,  as  todefife  thofe  mercies ;  and,  tf  not,  y^c  do  all  thbfe 
fjrayers  ftaud  on  record  before  the  Lord,  and  will  be  produced 
Againft  you  as  witnefles  to  condemn  you^  for  your  bypocriTy  and 
.Taoity.  How  often  aifo  have  you  in  your  prayejrs  lamented,  and 
i)ewailed  your  carelefe  and  .uneven  walkings  ?  You  hav«  ^aid 
with  Essra,  Chap.  Ik.  6.  ^*  O  my  God,  I  am  aftiamed  and  even 
*'  biuOi  to  look  up  unto  thee  J*  And  do  HQt  your.cOQfefCons 
.oblige  you  to  greater  circumfpeAion,  and  care  for  time  to^come  I 
Will  you  ocMifefs,  and  (in  I  hnA  fin,  and  confefs  ?  Go  to  God 
imd  bewail  your  evils^  and  when  you  have  bewailed  them,  r^ 
lurn  again  to  the  commliTion  of  them  ?  God  forbi^d,  you  ihould 
i|9ius  dliTemble  with  God,  play  with  fm,  aiid  dye  your  iniquities 
mth  a  deeper  tin£lure. 

-  Fourthly  ^  and  lafily,  to  add  notmn^e,  Tou  have  oft€n  reproved 
«r  cetifured  others  for  their  mi/carriages  and  falls,  which  adds  to 
your  own  obligation,  to  'walk  ^curatefy^  and  evenly.  Have  you 
DOt xi>f t^ xepcgyed ypiic  wing  ^etbcs;^?  orat.l^afl  privately 
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cenforcd  them,  if  not  duly  reproved*  them,  (for  to  tfcefe  left-.: 
handed  blows  of  fccret  cenforings,  we  are  more  apt,  than  to  the 
fair  and  open  flroke€  of  juft  atid  doe  reproofs)  and  will  yon 
praJtife  the  fame  things,  you  aiminate  and  cenfure  others  far^* 
**  Thou  that  .teacheft  another,  (faith  the  apoftle)  teacheft  thoo 
**  not  thyfelf  V*  Rom.  \l  21.  So  fay  I,  thou  that  cenfureft  or 
rebukeft  another,  condemfieft  thou  not  thyfelf  ?  Will  your're^ 
bokes  ever  do  good  to  others,  whilft  you  aliow  in  yourfelvet 
what  you  condemn  in  them  T  And  as  thefe  reproofs,  and  ceo- 
fares  can  do  them  no  good,  (b  they  do  you  much  evil,  by  rea« 
iboof  them  you  are  «tfTMe«r«0xp(r«,  felf-condemned  perfeos ;  aiui 
out  of  yoiar  oWn  mouths  God  will  judge  you.  For  you  need* 
DO  other  witnefs,  than  yourfelves  in  this  cafe.  Your  owa 
toftgues  will  fall  upon  you.  Your  cenfures  and  reproofe  of  o* 
thcrs,  will  leave  you  with6ut  plea,  or  apology,  if  you  look  aor 
to  your  lives  with  greater  care.  And  yet  will  you  be  carelefr 
flill  ?  Fear  you  not  the  difpleafure  of  Uod  ?  Nor  the  woundtagf 
aod  difquieting  your  own  confciedces  ?  Surely,  thefe  tfain^  are 
of  Bo  light  value  with  you,  if  you  be  Chriftians  indeed. 
'  ITnrdiy,  You  arc  yet  further  engaged  to  praftical  hoSoeft 
upon  the  account  of  your  brethren,  who  are  not  a  little  0Mh 
ccrned,  and  interefl'ed  therein.  For  if,  through  the  nesieft 
ef  your  hearts,  your  lives  be  defiled  and  polluted,  this  will  be 
thrown  in  their  faces,  and  many  innocent  and  upright  ones, 
both  reproached,  and  grieved  upon  your  account.  This  wit 
diievous  eflfeft  holy  David  cam^ftJy  deprecated,  Plal.  Ixiic  5,  & 
'*  O  God,  thou  knoweft  my  fooliftmefs,  and  my  fins  arc  not  hid 
'^  from  thee;  le^  not  them  that  wait  on  thee,  O -Lord  God  of 
"  hods,  be  alhamed  for  my  fake.  Let  not  them  that  feek  thee^ 
*'  be  confounded  for  my  fake,  O  God  of  Ifrael,"  7.  d.  Lord, 
thou  knoweft  what  a  weak  and  fbolifh  creature  I  am«  And 
how  apt  to  mifcarry,  if  left  to  myfclf,  and  (hould  I,  through  my 
fooliihnefs,  a6l  unbecoming  a  faint ;  how  would  this  fhame  the 
faces,  and  fad  the  hearts  of  thy  people !  They  will  be  as  mea 
confounded  at  the  report  of  my  fall.  The  fall  of  one  Chnftian, 
is  matter  of  trouble  and  fliame  to  all  the  reft ;  and,  when  they 
(hall  hear  the  fad  and  unwelcome  news  of  your  fcandalous  miC- 
curiages,  (which  will  certainly  be  the  effeft  of  a  neglefted  heart 
and  life)  they  will  fay  as  David  conccrnmg  Saul  and  Jona,than, 
*•  tell  it  not  in  Gath,'  publifti  it  not  in  the  ftreets  of  Aikelon,* 
<Srf.  Or  as  Tamar  concerning  Amnon,  "  and  we,  whither  fhdl 
**  we  cau(e  our  ibame  to  go  ?"  And  for  them,  they  Qiati  be  as 
fools  in  Ifrael.  Thy  loofc  and  cardefs  life  wUl  caufc  them  to 
tftrange  themfelves  from  thee,  and  looLihy  upon  tbee,  as  bang     ^ 
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aftiamcd  to  owo  thee,  and  canft  thou  bear  that?  will  it  not 
grieve  and  pierce  yoar  very  hearts  to  fee  a  cloud  of  ilrangenefs 
and  trouble  over  the  countenances  of  your  brethren  ?  To  fee 
yottrfelves  difowned  and  lightly  efteemed  by  them  ?  This  very 
confideradon  flruck  a  great  favourite  in  the  Periian  court  to  the 
very  heart.  ♦  It  was  Uftazanes,  who  had  been  governor  to  Sapo- 
res  in  his  minority.  And  this  man  for  fear  denied  the  Chriftiaa 
faith ;  and  complied  with  the  idolatrous  worfhip  of  the  king. 
And  one  day  (faith  the  hiftorian)  fitting  at  the  co»rt-gate,  he  faw 
Simon,  the  aged  archbi(hop  of  Seleucia,  drawing  along  to  prifon, 
for  his  conflancy  in  the  Chriflian  faith,  and  though  he  durft  not 
openly  own  the  Chriftian  faith  be  had  bafely  denied,  and  con* 
fefs  himfelf  a  ChriAian,  yet  he  could  not  chufe  but  rife,  and  ex* 
prefs  his  reverence  to  this  holy  man,  in  a  refpe6live  and  honour- 
able falutation :  but  the  zealous  good  man  frowned  upon  him^ 
and  turned  away  his  face  from  him ;  as  thinking  fuch  an  apoftate 
unworthy  of  the  Icaft  rcfpeft  frcwn  him  ;  this  pccfcntly  ftruck 
UAazanes  to  the  heart,  and  drew  from  him  many  tears  and 
groans;  and  thus  he  reafoned  with  himfelf:  Simon  will  not  owa 
fine,  and  can  Ithink  but  that  God  will  difclaim  me,  when  I  ap- 
^ar  before  his  tribunal  ?  Sim6n  will  not  fpeak  unto  me,  will  not 
io  much  as  look  upon,  me,  and  can  I  look  for  fo  much  as  s^  good 
word  or  look  from  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  I  have  fo  (liamefuUy 
betrayed,  find  denifcd  ?  Hereupon  he  threw  off  his  rich  courtly 
robes,  and  put  on  mourning  apparel,  and  profeifed  himfelf  a 
Chriflian  and  died  a  martyr.  O  it  is  a  piercing  thing  to  an  hor 
neft  heart,  to  be  <:aft  out  of  the  favour  of  God*s  people.  If 
you  walk  loofely,  neither  God  nor  his  people  will  look 'kindly 
upon  you. 

Fourthly  y  and  laftly,  Tour  very  enemies  engage  you  to  this  punf 
and  holy  life  upon  a  double  ground.  You  are  obliged  by  theai 
two  ways,  ^>i2.  as  they  are  your  bold cen/urers,  and  your  vfatch^ 
fulobfervers.  They  ccnfure  you  as  hypocrites,  and  will  yoa 
give  them  ground  and  matter  for  fuch  a  charge  ?  They  fay,  only 
your  tongues  are  more  holy  than  other,  mens,  and  fhall  they 
prove  it  from  your  praftice  ?  They  alfo  obferve  you  diligently  ; 
lie  at  catch,  and  are  highly  gratified  by  your  roifcarriages.  If 
your  lives  be  loofe  and  defiled,  you  will  not  only  be  a  fliamc  to 
your  friends,  but  the  (bng  of  your  enemies.  You  will  make 
mirth  in  hell }  and  gratify  all  the  enemiesof  God.  This  is  that 
they  watch  for.  They  are  curidus  obfervers  of  your  goipgsu 
And  that  which  makes  them  triumph  at  your  falls  and  mifcar-. 


taps,  {(  not  oolf  tintt  deep  rooned  eomky  be  twixi  t^  l^  ftedd^ 
imt  ibooMifeftll  yoor  miictniages  and  evili  are  (b  many  abfokid- 
om  CO  tbcir  ooordeaots^  aod  jiiftificaiiQii&  (as  they  tbMc)  fif 
Iheir  nwqs  aod  praAicec  For  kiok»  a  ji^our  itrifitnds  «»d  noli^ 
ftcftdoth,  as  k  ^saere,  call  a&d  conAcmo  ^m^  as  Noah,  lkb«  %\k 
;.  i7h]sprafiice,''a^dematt4  the  woridt  their  toDfcieiices  fly 
JB  their  iaoes,  ^hen  they  &e  your  holy  aod  pore  eoiiver&tioiis; 
ftJsys  a  dalhp  upon  ifaem.  It  works  upoa  their  coDibitiices^ 
isdcasiesnaoy  iinart  cefleQiMs.  So  ^eo  yt>a  fa^l,  yoo,  i^  it 
Irare,  ibiblYe  their  oMifcieaces,  tooie  the  hoods  of  cooviAion  yo« 
kad  mrfe  faft  JBpgn  cbem,  and  QO«f  there  is  natter  (tf  jc^  pot  b^ 
fere  them. 

Oiv  '^f  they,  viiaiemr  thefe  meo  talk ;  wt  fee  they  are  Vl^ 
better  than  we.  They  can  do  as  we  do.  They  Can  coceo  ao^ 
ebest  fcr  admotage.  They  cao  comply  with  any  thing  for 
their  dwa  ends ;  it  is  not  confoence,  as  we  oooe  thought,  hii^ 
mere  flooiadi  aod  iimnoor,  that  made  them  16  precrit^  Aod 
ofa,  what  a  fad  thing  is  tlus  2  hereby  you  (bed  fooKbiqod.  Yoa 
feflea  the  bonds  of  death  upon  their  fouls.  Too  kill  thofe  con- 
yiJUons,  whkh,  for  any  tiung  yon  know,  might  have  madfe 
^y  to  dxir  convarfion.  When  you.  fall,  you  may  rife  again  ; 
i)uc  they  aaay^all  at  yoar  eataoiple,  and  never  rife  more.  Ne- 
ver have  a  good  optnioa  of  the  ways  of  God,  or  of  his  people 
my  m»ek  Upon  this  confideration,  David  begs  of  OckI,  l4a{« 
V.  S.  *<  Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  righteoufoe&,  becatife  of  my 
''  enemies  ;*'  (or^  as  the  Hebrew)  my  •bfetvers^  make  thy  way 
Jtr^ht  ie^n  my  /acv.  And  thas  you  fee  faow  your  very  c* 
ifemics  oblige  you  to  tbit  holy  aod  pure  oooveriation  alio. 

Now  put  all  this  together,  and  fee  to  what  thefe  parttculafs 
^  amount.  You  have  heard  how  God  the  Father  hath  engaged 
}«i  to  AAi  purity  of  eonverfition,  by  his  defignment  of  yoiir 
ttvatian ;  rewarded  your  obedience ;  his  i^eafure  in  it ;  bis 
pmoffestoit ;  aodhis  great  confidence  in  you,  that  you  will  thus 
wiI|l  bdFa»re  htm.  The  Lord  Jefos  hath  alfo  eng^d  you  there* , 
Bato  by  hia  death  and  fufierit&gs,  whereby  you  wera  redeemed 
from  your  vain  co^varfatsoos.  The  Spirit  hath  engaged  vot^ 
hj  telUfig  yon  plainly  bow  much  you  will  grieve  and  wrong  hifi^^ 
vdift  and  qnea^  Urn,  if  you  do  not  keep  yourfelves  pare* 
Yea,  you  are  obliged  forther,  by  yourfelves;  your  clear  illtt* 
nmattoo ;  your  high  profeffion ;  your  many  prayers  and  con- 
tdOans;  yorn- many  c^ofixpes  aod  repreheodoos  of  others;  da 
all  ftreoQthen  your  obligation  to  boliaefs*  Yea,  you  are  ob^*' 
fol  further  to  this  holy  life,  by  the  (hame,  griaf^  and  tro«ble^ 
Vot,U.  M 
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your  lode  valkiog  will  bring  upon  yoor  fiiedds ;  and  the  mirth 
it  will,  make  for,  and  mifchief  it  will  do  to  your  eoemies ;  who« 
thereby,  may  be  made  utterly  to  fall,  where,  it  may  be,  you 
oaly  have  flumbled :  who  are  judified  aud  abfolved,  (as  before 
you  heard),  by  your  mifcarriages.  And  now,  what  think  you  of 
all  this  ?  Are  you  obliged  or  not,  to  this  purity  of  life  f  AreaU 
thele  bonds  fo  tied,  that  you  can  get  looie,  'and  free  yourfekes 
at  pleafure  from  them  ?  If  all  theie  things  are  of  no  force  mth 
you,  if  none  of  thefe  bonds  can  hold  you,,  may  it  not  be  que* 
i^ioned,  (notwithflanding  your  profei&on),  whether  any  fpiritual 
principle,  any  fear  of  God,  or  love  to  Chrifi,  be. in  your  fouls 
or  no  ?  0  you  could  not  play  fall  and  loofe  with  God ;  if  fe, 
you  could  not,  as  Samfon,  (hap  thefe  bonds  afuoder  at  your 
pleafure. 

Conjid.  2.  Secendly,  As  you  are  more  obliged  to  keep  the  if* 
fues  of  life  pure  than  others  are,  fo  God  hath  given  you  greater 
afliftauces  and  advantages  for  it,  than  others  ha ve^  God  hath  not 
'  been  wanting  to  any  in  helps  and  means.  Even  the  Heathen^ 
who  are  without  the  gofpel,  will  be  yet  fpeechlefs  and  inexcu(^ 
able  before  God :  But  how  much  more  ,will  you  be  fo  ?  Who,  < 
.befides  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  general  light  of  the  gofpc(, 
have,  Tirjt^  fuch  a  principle  put  within  you.  Secmdfy^  fuch 
patterns  fet  before  you.  Thirdly j  fuch  an  ^ffiftant  ready  to  help 
you.  Fourthly,  fo  many  rods  to  quicken  you  and  prevent  your 
wandermg :  if  aotwitbflanding  all  thefe  helps,  your  life  be  fliU 
unholy.  ' 

Firfty  Sballmenof  fuch  principles  walk  as  others  do?  Shall 
we  lament  for  you,  as  David  once  did  for  Saul,  faying,  '<  There 
'*  the  ihield  of  the  mighty  was  vileJy  caft  away,  the  fhieid  of 
**  Saul;  as  though  he  had  not  been  anointed  with  oil.'^    There 
the  honour  of  a  Chridian  was  vilely  call  away,  as  though  he  had 
not  been  anointed  with  the  Spirit  I  ^VYou  have  received  an  «oc« 
*'  tionfrom  the  holy  One,  which  jteacheth  yoii  all  things,"  i  John 
ii.  2o.  another  Spirit,  far  above  that  which  is  in  other  meo^ 
1  Cpr.  ii.  1 2.    And  as  this  fpirit  which  is  in  you,  is  fitted  for  this 
fife  of  holinefs,  <<  (for  ye  are  bis  workmani^ip,  created  in  Chrift 
**  Jefus  to  good  works,"  Epbef.  v»  lo.);  fo  this  holy  fpsrit 
or  principle,  infnfed  into  your  fouls,  hath  fuch  a  natural  tea- 
dency  to  this  holy  life,  that  if  you  live  not  purely  and  ftriftly, 
you  mxxi\  ofier  violence  to  your  own  principles,  and  new  na- 
ture.   A  twofold  help  thi^  principle  aflbrds  you  for  a  life  of  ho^ 
-  lincfs* 

I.  Firft,  it  pulls  you  back  from  fin,  as  injofeph;  **  How  cam 
*J  Ido  d)i5  great  widfcednefs,.and  fin  againft  God  V'  And  it al£:> 
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JBcIiiiesyoD  poweifolly  to  obedieoce.     It  is  a  cnrb  to  fin,  and 

a  fpur  to  holioefs.     It  is  impoffible  for  all  others  to  live  fpiritual- 

lyand  heavenly,  becaufe  they  have  no  new  nature  to  incline  them 

hcreooto.    And,  methinks,  it  (hould  be  hard  for  you  to  live  car- 

oally,  and  ienfhally ;  and  therein  crofs  the  very  bent  and  tenden- 

Cf  of  the  new  creature,  which  is  formed  in  you.    How  can  you 

iKgleft  prayer,  as  others  do,  whilft  the  Spirit,  by  divine  pulfati- 

oosjsawaidngand  roofing  up  yourfluggifh  hearts  with  fuch  in- 

iwrd  motions,  and  whifpcrs,  as  that,  Pfal.  xxvii.  8.  "  Seek  my 

"  face/*  Yea,  whilft  you  feel,  (during  your  omiflions  of  duty), 

ftmething.  within  that  bemoans  itfelf,  and,  as  it  were,  cries  for 

food,  pains  aiid  gripes  you,  like  an  empty  ftomacb,  and  will  not 

fctyoo  be  quiet,  till  it  be  relieved.     How  can  you  let  out  your 

hearts  to  the  world,  as  other  men  do;  when  all  that  while  jour 

fyintis  reftlefi,  atul  akes  like  a  bone  out  of  joint  ?  And  you  caa 

never  b€  at  eafe,  till  you  come  back  to  God,  and  fay,  as  Pfal.  cxvi« 

"  Remrn  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul."    Is  it  not  hard,  yea,  natural- 

Jy  impoffible  to  fix.  a  ftone,  and  make  it  abide  in  the  fluid  Bk ? 

Doth  not  every  creature,*  in  a  reftlefs  motion,  tend  to  its  proper 

jceDtre,  and  defire  its  own  perfe£lion  ?  So  doth  this  new  creature 

alia    You  fee  how  the  rivers  in  their  courfe  will  not  be  check* 

ed,  but  bear  down  all  the  obftacles  in  their  way,  et  /eavior  ah^ 

Mc4iHt;  a  ftopdoth  but  make  them  rage  the  more,  and  run 

the  fwifter  afterwards. 

There  is  a  central  force  in  theie  natural  motions,  which  can- 
flot  be  ftopped.  And  the  like  may  you  obferve,  in  the  motionsi 
01  a  renewed  foul,  John  iv.  14.  **  It  (hall  be  in  him  as  a  well  of 
"  water  fpringing  up."  And  is  it  not  hard  for  you  to  keep  it 
down,  or  t^n  its  courfe  ?  How  hard  did  Jeremy  and  David  find 
that  work  ?  If  you  do  not  live  holy  lives,  you  muft  crofs  your 
own  new  nature,  aad  violate  the  law  that  is  written  in  your 
owtthcM'ts,  and  engraven  upon  your  own  bowels.  To  this 
pQrpofe  a  late  ♦  writer  fpeaks ;  Till  you  were  converted,  (faith 
he),  the  flcfti  was  predominant,  and  therefore  it  was  impoffible 
for  you  to  live  any  other  than  a  flcfhly  life ;  for  every  thing  will 
ad  according  to  its  predominant  principle.  Should  you  not 
therefore  live  a  fpiritual  life?  Should  not  the  law  of  God  writ- 
ten in  your  hearts,  be  legible  in  your  lives  ?  0  (hould  not  your 
lives  be  according  to  the  tendency  of  your  hearts  ?  Thus  he : 
Poubtlefs  this  is  no  fmall  advantage  to  practical  holinefs.  But, 
Sicmdly^  Befidea  this  principle  within,  you  have  no  fmall  af<^ 
M  2 
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(ftaiice  for  llie  purity  of  life^  by  thefc  esj^ceflcat  peH^eroa  brfm 

^ou.  The  path  of  bolineft,  >$.  no  imtrockieii  path  to  yoo*  €bfU| 

OQd  his  fervaots  have  beateo  it  befor^  you*     The  itfe  «!  Chrift 

is  your  copy,  and  it  is  a  fair  copy  ]ii(k«d,  wLthobt  %  blot^    Ob) 

vhat  an  advaotagt  is  this,  to  draw  all  the  liocs  of  y^or  aSiCAui 

SCGordiog  t6  his.  example !  This  glorious  grand-  e»attplt>  \%fis 

tm  prefled  upon  you  for  in^iatioa,  Heb.  xiib  2.  U^xikmgU  Jt^ 

he  hath  left  yon  on  exan^ie^  that  yt  JbotM  trewd  m  hk  fttf^ 

t  Pet.  ii.  21.    His  life  is  a  liviog  rde  t(t>  hlis  people  ^  and  bi^- 

^des  Chrift's  examf^c,  (for  you  may  iay>  vifiio  eaa  Hire  as  CArifl: 

idid?  his  example  is  quite  above  us)  you  hskve  A  tiot^  cfwP' 

peffes.    A  cloud  for  its  dire6llvc  ufe,  aod  tbefe  mea  of  Hte  pa^ 

fioDS,  temptations^  and  coiiftituiauas  with  you  ;  who  havv  gclil 

before  you  m  exemplary  bolSne&    The  Hpiy  Gtioft  (iflt0tdng[ 

therein  your  fpecial  help  and  advantage)  hath  &€  many  iaduflraoul 

pens  to  work,  to  write  the  Hires  of  the  faims,  apd  pveferve  fer 

your  nfe,  their  holy  fayii^s,  and  he»veidy  ^Asous;    He  bidsydd 

^*  take  them  for  an  example,"  James  t.  10.    Ob  J  wftatisxccfc 

lent  men  ace  palTed  on  before  you  i  wliat  renowned  Wonjik^ 

have  led  the  way  !  Men,  wfaofe  coaveriktions  w^i;  in  heaves^ 

whilft  th6y  tabernacled  ou  earth.     Whilft  this,  fower  world  bad 

their' bodies,  the  world  above  had  their  hearty  and  theiritf&c^ 

tions*    Tbeir  2£kKm%  aod  their  def^ns  were  all  for  beamik 

Men  th^t  improved  troubles  and  comfort;  k>fles  and  gsuiisi 

fmites  and  frowns,  and  alt  for  heavipn*    Mim  that  did  e^tra^ 

heaven  out  of  fpirituals^  out  of  teibporais,  out  of  att^ili^^\ 

their  hearts  were  full  of  heavenly  aieditations,  their  nK>oths  of 

heavily  communications,  and  their  pr^SUces  of  heavenly  hrdi* 

fations  :  O  what  (ii^lar  help  is  this !   Where  they  fellows^ 

Chrift^  and  kept  the  way,  they  are  prc^unded  f6r  y<|cir  iffl]t<st» 

ti(»i;  and  where  any  of  them  turned  afide,  you  hsrv6  auttartl 

&t  upon  that  a^ion,  for  your  caution  and  prevention^     Dofh  a« 

»y  ftrange  or  unufaai  trial  befal  you,  in  which  y^  are  read} 

to  fay  with  the  church,  Lam.  !•  1 2.  "  Was  there  ever  any  for- 

*'  row  like  unto  my  forrow  ?"  Here  you  may  fee  **  the  fa«w 

**  afHiftion  accompIifl\ed  in  your  brethrca,'*  i  Pet.  y.  9.     Herd 

n  (lore  of  good  company  to  encourage  yeia.    'Q»  the  ^oiKsrtd 

and  the  devil  endeavour  to  turn  you  ftom  yout^  doty,  \s/y  loading 

it  with  fltameful  fcoSs,  Or  fufFertngsf  ImWA^  ^e  you  mz^  look 

to  Jiefus,  who  dcfpifed  the  feame ;   and   to  year  bretbrea, 

*'  who  counted  ic  their  honour  to  be  dift<»nourod  for  tke  name 

1'  of  Chrift  ♦/*  as  the  original  of  the  text,  Afts  v.  41.  may  b^ 
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imflatod.    Is  k  a  dUhooQcrr  to  Aee^  to  be  rai4i«d  wiiih  Abnt- 

ham,  Moks,  David^  and  ^iich  a&  weve  die  glory  of  the  ages  thcf 

Jfred  ifti  Act  tkoa.  an  aay  tims  under  a.  faiiH  fit  of  difcourage- 

WfOA^  and  ceai^  m  (kfyo^  xmdtr  aoy  butileQ  ?  Oh  how  m^]!^ 

iftthoi  ho  afl^oMatfid:  by  fuch  exampJi:s»  whea  fisch  a  qoalm 

CMca  OUST  tby  heart  ^  Some  (parks  if  their  hdy  courage  cstt^ 

aol  chafe  bat  fleal  iato  ^y  brcaO,  wbiiii  thoa  coafidereft  them. 

h  A€m^  God  hath  fet  before  thee  th^  poffibiliiy  of  otercomtDg 

att  (Kfficolties,  thou  fcefi.  mea  of  the  iame  mouldy  wbo  had  the 

tunr  ttiab,  di(cottnigemea(&  aod>  fears,  that  qow  thou  baft,  aad 

'    ]ttt  ovfereaxkie  all.    How  ts  thy  unbelief  chedied,  wheo  tho« 

iaysft^  Qb  I  JJbafl  na^er  reach  the  end^  I  (ball  one  day  utterly 

imJA !  Why  doft  ihoftfay  fo  ?  Why  nay  not  fuch  a  poor  cres-- 

tms  as  thou  art^  be  carried  through  aa  welt  aa  tbty  ?  Had  ncrc 

tbey  the  ftitie  leoiptacioas  and.  corruptions  with  you  ^   Were 

they  Bot  aU  trcKibial  with  a.Dau^ty  heart,  an  enibariag  v^orld, 

aod  a  buiy  devil*  aa  well  as  you  I  Alas !  when  they  put  on  the 

diviDei  they  did  not  puts  off  the  human  nature  ;  but  compiain* 

ed,  aod  £sajredit  as  you  do;  and  yet  were  canled  through  aiL 

.  O  what  all  advmtage  have  you  this  way  !  They  that  grfi 
trufied  in  Chrift^  had  not  fuch  helps  as  you.  You  Aand  upoa 
their  fiiottKi^t*  You  b^e  the  benefit  of  their  e&periences. 
l^ou  tliat  are  fallen  into  the  laft  timesv  have  certainly  the  beft 
belpa  to  holinefs ;  and  yet,  will  not  yon  live  ftii^ly  and  pure^ 
)yf  WiU  joa  pna  on  the  same  and  profeffion  of  ChriOians,  and 
yet  be  lofty  in  your  fpicits ;  earthly  in  your  defigns ;  negkdiveof 
da^;  frothy  in  your  como^unications  ?  Pray>  from  which  of  all 
the  faanta  did  you  leara  to  be  proud  ?  Did  you  Icaro  that  frori 
Chrift,  or  any  of  his  I  From  which  of  his  faints  did  j'ou  learn  to 
k  earthly  and  covetous,  paflionatc  or  cenferious^  over-reaching 
ind  aa^ty  I  If  you  have  read  of  any  fuch  evils  oommitoed  by 
riieaiy  have  jaa  not  alfo  read  of  their  fliame  and  forrow^  their  re*' 
pentance  and  reformations  I  If  you  have  found  any  fuch  blots  in 
^tbeir  lives,  it  was  left  there  defignedly,  to  prevent  i4^e  like  ia 
y«ars^    O  what  an  help  to  faolineis  is  this  ! 

Hkmdfyi  Aod  thi&is  not  all.  You  have  not  only  a  principle 
widiin.  you,  and  a  pattern  before  yon,  but  you  have  alfb  arr  om^ 
lucent  alliftant  to  help,  and  encourage  you  throughour  yoirf 
way.  Are  yoo  feeble  «id  infirm?  and  is  every  temptation* 
even  the  Weakeft,  ftrwig  enough  to  turn  you  out  of  the  way  of 
your  duty  ?  La,  God  hath  (cat  his  Spirit  to  help  your  in6rmi^ 
Vies,  Rom.  viii,  26.  no  matter  then  how  weak-  you  are,  Itow 
Ratiy  and  mighty  your  difficuitiea  and  temptations  are,  as  long 
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as  you  kave  fach  an  ailiftaat  to  help  you.    Great  is  your  advan^ 
tage  for  a  holy  life  this  way  alfo.    For, 

(i.)  Firft^  When  a  temptation  to  fm  preffes  fore  upon  yau^ 
he  pleads  with  your  confciences  within,  wh'tlft  Satan  is  temptiag 
without.  How  often  hath  he  broi^htfuch  faiptures  to  your 
remembrance^  at  the  very  opportunity,  as  have  favedyouout 
of  the  temptation  ?  If  you  attend  his  voice,  yott  may  hear  fucb  a 
voice  within  you,  as  that,  Jer.  xliv.  4.  "  O  do  not  this  abomi- 
**  nablethii^  which  I  hate!"  Whatmighty  drivings  were  there 
in  the  heart  of  Spira,  as  himfelf  relates  ?  He  heard,  as  it  were, 
a  vdce  within  him,  faying,  Do  not  write,  Spira,  do  not  writer 
To  this  purpofe  is  that  promife,  Ifa.  xxx.  20,  21.  ^'  Thme  eyes 
"  (hall  behold  thy  teachers,  and  thine  ears  (hall  hear  a  word 
**  behind  thee,  faying.  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it ;  whenyc 
**  turn  to  the  right-hand,  and  when  ye  turn  to  the  left.*'  Here 
you  have  a  two«fold  help  to  hoiinefs,  the  outward  teaching  of 
the  word,  ver.  20.  and  the  inward  teachings  of  the  Spirit,  ver. 
21,  He  (hall  fay  this  is  the  w(^,  when  ye  are  turning  afide  to 
the  right-hand,  or  to  the  left.  Alluding  to  a  (hepherd,  faith 
one,  who  driving  his  (heep  before  hiln^  whiftleif  them  in,  when 
he  fees  them  ready  to  ftray. 

{7.)  Secondly,  When  ye  walk  h<^ily  and  defely  with  Crod  in 
your  duties,  and  the  Spirit  encourages  you  t&  go  on,  by  tfaofe 
inward  comforts,  fealings,  and  joys,  you  have  from  him  at 
fuch  times ;  how  often  does  he  entertain  your  fouU  in  pQblic 
ordinances,  in  private  duties,  with,  his  hidden  Manna,  with 
marrow  and  fatpefs,  with  ipcomparable  and  unlpeakahle.com- 
forts,  and  all  this  to  ftrengtben  yon  in  your  w^y,  and  encou- 
rage you  to  hold  on  ? 

(3.}  Thirdly,  When  you  are  indifpofed  for  duties,  and  find 
your  hearts  empty, and. dry,  he  is  ready  to  (ill  them^  quicken 
and  raife  them  ;  fo  that  oftentimes  the  beginnings  and  end  of 
your  prayers,  hearing,  or  meditations,  are  as  vafily  difierent, 
as  if  one  man  had  begun,  and  another  ended  the  duty.  O  then, 
what  aififlances  for  a  holy  life  have  you  !  Others  indeed  are 
bound  to  reft  A  temptations,  as  weU  as  you ;  but,  alas,  having 
no  fpecial  afHAance  from  the  Spirit,  what  can  they  do,?  It  may- 
be, they  reafon  with  temptation  a  little  while,  and  in  their  own 
ilrength  refolve  againfl  it;  bt^t  how  eafy  a  conquefV  doth  Satan 
make,  where  no  greater  oppofition  is  made  to  him,  than  this  ^ 
Others  are  bound  to  hear,  meditate,  and  pray  as  welt  as  you ; 
"elfe  the  negleA  of  thofe  duties  would  not  he  their  fin :  But, 
alas,  what  pitiful  work  do  they  make  of  it !  being  left  to  the 
bar4aefs  and  vanity  of  their  own  hearts  ^  when  you  fpreadyoia^ 
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i&%,  70a  have  a  gale»  buc  they  He  wind-bound,  hearjt<-boond^ 
and  can  do  nothing  fpiritaally  in  a  way  of  duty. 

Fomrtbfy,  andlaiUy,  to  mention  no  more*  You  have  a  farther 
adfaotage  to  this  holy  life»  by  all  the  rods  of  God^  that  are  at 
aoy  time  upon  you.  I  might  ihew  yon  in  many  particniars, 
die  advant^es  this  way  alio,  but  1  {ball  only  prefeht  thefe  three 
to  TOOT  obiervation  at  this  time. 

Firjl,  By  thefe  you  are  doggei^  to  prevent  your  ftraying  and 
waodering.  Others  may  wander  even  as  £»:  as  hell,  and  God  will 
DOC  fpend  a  fandified  rod  upon  themy  to  reduce  or  ftop  them ;  buc 
faith,' "  Let  them  alone,'*  Hof.  iv.  1 7.  But  if  you  wander  out  of 
theway  of  holii^efs,  he  will  clog  you  with  one  trouble  or  other, 
to  keep  you  within  bounds,  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  '*  Left  i  flionld  be 
"  lifted  up,  a  thorn  in  the  flefii;  a  meifenger  of  Satan,  was 
*'  feat  to  buffet  me."  So  David,  Pfel.  cxix.  67.  "  Before  1  was 
"  afflifled,  1  went  aftray ;  but  now  I  have  kept  thy  word.**  " 
Affliftions  are  u&d  by  God,  as  thorns  by  hufband-men,  to  ftop 
ibe  gaps  and  keep  you  from  breaking  out  of  God's  way,  Hof* 
ii.  6.  ''I  will  hedge  up  her  way  with  thorns,  and  build  a  wall, 
*'  that  (he  ftiall  not  find  her  paths.'*  A  double  allufion ;  i.  To 
cattle  that  are  apt  to  ftray,  /  will  hedge  up  thy  way  with  thorns^ 
2.  To  the  fc^,  which  is  apt  to  overflow  the  country,  J  will  build 
a  wall  tj)  prevent  inundatiom.  Holy  Bafil  was  a  long  time  (ore- 
ly  aiBided  with  an  inveterate  head-ach,  he  often  prayed  for  the 
removal  of  it ;  at  laft,  God  removed  it,  but,  in  the  room  of  it, 
bewas.forely  exerdled  with  the  motions  and  temptations  oiF 
lull »  which,  when  he  perceived,  he  heartily  defired  his  head-^ 
ach  again,  to  prevent  a  worfe  evil.  You  little  know  the  ends 
aod  uies  of  many  of  your  aiRiAioiis.  Are  you  exercifed  with 
bpdily  weaknefs?  it  is  a  mercy  you  are  fo;  and  if  thefe  pains 
aad  infirmities  were  removed,  theie  clog^  taken  off,  you  may 
with  BafiU  wifli  for  them  again,  to  prevent  worfe  evils.  Are 
you  poor  ?  why,  with,  that  poverty  God  hath  clogged  your 
pride.  Are  you  reproached  ?  with  theie  reproaches  God  hath 
dogged  your  ambition.  Corruptions  are  prevented  by  your 
alBidions.  And,  is  not  this  a  marvellous  help  to  holinefs  of 
life?       - 

Secondly  f  By  your  afflidions,  your  corruptions  are  not  only 
dogged,  but  purged.  By  theie  God  dries  up  and  confumes 
that  fpring  of  fin,  that  defiles  your  lives,  ifa.  xxvii.  9.  **  By  this 
"  therefore  (hall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged ;  and  this  is  ( 
"  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  fin."  God  orders  your  wants  to 
kill  your  wantonnefs ;  and  makes  your  poverty  poifon  to  your 
ptidc.    They  are  God's  phyfic,  to  purge  ill  humours  out  of 
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yaar  fbafs.  **  ^'  Wiien  they  fall  by  the  fwor4  ai&d  Iqr^nt^ 
•<  and  by  captivity,  and  by  fpoil,  it  is  to  try  thtm,andt^  (mFfji 
^  ihcna,  and  lo  make  them  >¥hice  f "  They  are  boch  |iiiiige<  atid 
lavatories  to  your  iovAs,  Others  have  die  iame  aBStdioiis  that 
you  have,  but  they  do  Dot  work  on  them  as  on  you  ;  they  irtf 
to  you  as  fire  for  purging,  aad  water  for  cieaa£^  {  aftd  f^^ 
ibali  not  your  livts  be  deaa  ?  It  b  true,  (as  one.  ^BveU  <]ibrt»^et 
upon  that  place  of  Daniel;,  Chrift  is  the  only  hivatory,  and  his  | 
blooJ  the  ooly  fouotain  to  waih  away  fio  :  but,  in  the  virtue 
and  efficacy  of  that  blood,  ikn£^ifi6d  affidUons  ane  ckaftiers  afid  I 
purgers  too.  I 

A  crofs  without  a  Chrift  never  oaade  any  ouin  beiteti  but^ 
with  CbniV,  faiots  are  much  the  better  for  the  crofe.  Hath  God  I 
been  (as  it  were)  fo  many  days  axid  nights  a  whitening  you»  and 
yet  is  f»ot  the  hue  of  your  coaverfattoo  altered  ?  Hath  he  put  | 
you  fo  many  titsies  ioto  the  furnace,  sand  yet  is  not  your  drof^ 
feparated  ?  The  more  affii&touB  you  have  been  oader,  the  mora 
aiiiAauce  you  have  had  for  this  life  of  holiDefs, 

TkirJIy^  By  all  your  troubles,  God  hath  been  weaning  yott 
from  the  world,  the  lufts,  loves,  and  pieafures  of  it ;  and  dravr- 
ing  out  your  fouls  to  a  more  exoelleot  life  and  fbte  than  this* 
He  makes  your  ibrrows,  in  this  life,  gitw  a  luftre  to  ihe  glory 
of  the  neKt.     Whoever  hath,,  be  fure  you  (hail  have  no  reft 
here;  and  ail,  that  you  may  long  more  ardently  for  that  to 
cOiDc.    He  often  makes  you  groan,  **  being  burdened,  tobd 
*'  cloathed  with  yoiH*  houfe  from  heaven,"  i  Cor.  v.  4.     And 
yet  wiil  you  not  be  weaned  from  die  iufts,  cufloms,  and  evils  of 
it  ?  O  what  manner  of  perfbas  (hould  you  be  for  heavenly  and 
holy  converfations  ?  You  ftaad  upon  the  higher  ground*     Yott 
have,  as  it  were,  the  wind  and  tide  with  you.    Nooe  are  af* 
filled  for  this  life  as  yoii  are*     Put  all  this  together,    and  iet 
what  this  fecond  argument  contributes  towards  yo^ir  further  - 
conviftion,  and  perfuanon  to  holinefs  of  life.    Have  you  re» 
ceived  a  fupernatural  principle,  fitting  you  for,  and  inclining 
you  to,  holy  actions,  refifiing  and  holding  you  bade  from  fin  I 
Hath  Godalfo  fet  before  you  fuch  eminent  patterns. to  eocoU'' 
rage,  and  quicken  you,  in  your  way  ?  Doth  the  Spirit  hinaielf 
Hand  ready,  to  many  waya,  to  aflift  and  help  you  in  all  difficul- 
ties,   and  bath  God  hedged  up  the  way  of  fiuj  with  the  thorni 
of  af&i^ion,  to  prevent  your  wandering,  and  yet  wiil  you  Vara 
afide  ?  Will  you  offer  violence  to  your  own  principles,  and  oeW 
nature  ?  Rcfufe  to  follow  fuch  leaders  as  have  beaten  the  way 

♦  Dan.xi,  33,  34,jj. 
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before  yoa  ?  Refift^  or  neglect  the  gracious  afliftaDCes  of  the  blefled 
Spirit,  which  he  offers  you  in  every  need,  and  venture  upoa  fm, 
though  God  hath  hedged  up  your  way  with  aifiiAioos  ?  O  how  can 
yoQ  do  iuch  great  wickcdnefs,  and  fia  agaiolt  fuch  grace  as  this ! 
Methinks,  I  need  fay  no  more  to  coavloce  yoa  how  much 
yooare  coucerned  to  keep  the  ifTues  of  life  pure,  none  being  (b 
aoch  obliged  to  it,  or  aiTided  for  it,  as  you  are.  But  when  I 
remember  that  JoaCh  loft  the  compleat  viftory  over  the  Syrians, 
becaafe  he  fmote  not  his  arrows  often  enough  upon  the  ground, 
2  Kings  xiii.  8.  I  (hall  level  one  arrow  more  at  this  mark:' 
For,  indeed,  that  can  never  be  enough  preffed,  which  can  never 
be  enough  praftiftd.     And  therefore, 

Csnjid,  3.  Thirdly,  It  will  yet  farther  appear  to  be  your'high 
concernment,  to  exalt  holiriefs  in  your  converfations,  becaufeof 
the  manifold  and  great,  ufes  which  God  haih  to  make  of  the.  vifi- 
ble  hoiine&  and  purity  of  your  lives,  both  in  this  world  and  that 
to  come.  1  he  ufes  God  puts  the  converfation-holinefs  of  his 
people  in  this  world,  are  thcfe,  among  others. 

Firft,  To  win  over  fouls  to  Chriji,  and  bring  them  in  love  with 
religion,  Praftical  hoHnefs  is  a  very  lovely,  atiraftive,  and  o- 
bliging  thing.  If  the  Heathen  could  call  moral  virtue  verticor^ 
dia,  turn-heart,  from  that  obliging  and  winning  power  it  exer- 
cifes  upon  the  hearts  of  men :  if  they  could  fay  of  it,  that  were 
it  nfible  to  human  eyes,  ail  men  would  adore  it,  and  fall  in  love 
with  it ;  how  much  rather  may  we  fay  lb  of  true  holinefs,  nJade 
viiible  in  the  lives  of  flints !  This  is  the  turn^heart  indeed.  It 
makes  the  fouls  of  men  to  cling  and  cleave  to  the  perlbns  in 
whom  it  is;  as  it  is  prophcfied,  Zech.  vlii.  23.  of  the  Jews, 
when  they  (hall  be  called  (which  (hall  be  a  time  of  great  holi- 
nefs) "  in  that  day,  ten  men  out  of  all  languages  of  the  nations 
"  (hall  take  hold  of  the  flcirt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  faying,  we 
"  will  go  with  you;  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you:" 
So  much  of  God  as  appears  in  men,  fo  niuch  drawing  excellen* 
cy  there  is  in  them.  And  this  is  the  apoftle's  argument,  i  Johtt 
i.  3.  "  That  ye  may  have  fcllow(hip  with  us."  Why,  what 
is  there  in  your  feHow(hip  to  invite  men  to  you?  **  Truly  our 
"  fellow(hip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus." 
Who  can  choofe  but  covet  their  company,  that  keep  co6)pany 
every  day  with  God  ?  Great  is  the  efficacy  of  vifiblc  holinefs  to 
Work  upon  the  hearts  of  men  ;  either  as  a  concaufe,  working  ia 
fellowibip  with  the  word,  or  as  a  iingle  inftrument,  working 
Cditarily  without  the  word. 
Where  Cod  is  piafed,  t^  afford  the  wQrd  unto  men,  there  th$ 
Vot.IL  N  . 
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^raBical  hoUnefs  of  faints  is  of  fingular  ufe^  to  ajfijl  and  help  it 
in  its  operation  upon  the  hearts  of  men.  When  the  lives  of - 
Chrifiians  fenlibly  exhibit  that  to  the  cjt$  of  men,  which  the 
gofpcl  doth  tj  their  cars ;  U'hen  fo  wc  preath,  and  fo  ye  bdiev6 
and  live ;  AVhen  we  draw  by  our  doftrines,  and  you  draw  with  - 
us  by  our  CKampIes,  wheii  wc  hoM  forth  the  word  of  life  doc* 
trinally,  and  yoo  hold  it  forth  praftically;  as  Phil.  ii.  id 
Where  is  the  heart  that  cTan  fland  before  us  ?  O  !  when  the  plaia 
and  powerful  go/pel  pierces  the  ears  of  men,  and,  at  >the  fame 
time,  the  vifible  holinefs  of  profeflurs  (hines  fo  fall  in  their  faces, 
that/thcy  muft  rather  pot  out  their  own  eyes,  or  elie  be  forced 
to  acknowledge,  that  God  is  in  you  of  a  truth ;  then  it  will 
worlt  to  purpofe  Upoii  fouls.  T  hen^will  Chi  ift  fee  of  the  tDivail 
of  his  foul  daily. 

Yea,  if  God  deny  the  word  to  men,  yet  this  pr^flical  holinefs 
1  am  fpeakiog  of,  may  be  to  them  an  ordinance  for  converfioo. 
This  wayi  louls  may  be  wsn  to  Chrifl  vjithout  the  word,   as  the 
apoftle  fpeaks,  i  Pet.  iii.  i.     Though  pulpits  fliould  be  filent* 
trad  vifioa  fail ;  yet,  if  yoti  would  this  way  turn  preachers,  if 
yxDur  lives  may  but  preach  the  reality,  excellency,  and  fweet- 
nefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  his  ways ;  and,  if  you  would  this  way 
prcflch  down  the  love  of  the  world,  and  let  men  Re  what  poor 
vanities  thefe  are ;  and  preach  up  the  neceflity  and  beauty  of  ho- 
linefs 5  fureiy  you,  even  you,  might  be  honoured  to  bring,  many 
fouls  to  Chrift,  to  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  and  caufemany 
to  blcfs  God,  oh  your  behalf,  in  the  day  of  vifitation.     This  is 
the  ufc  God  hath  for  the  hdinefs  and  purity  of  your  lives,  and 
doth  not  this  engage  you  ftrongly  to  it  ?  What,  not  when  it  may 
prove  the  means  of  eternal  life  to  others  ?  Surely,  if  you  have 
any  bowels  of  mercy  in  you,  you  cannot  hide  from  others  that 
whereby  they  may  be  faved.     How  can  you  inftead  of  holding 
forth  the  vjordofli/e^  (which  is  your  manifcift  duty)  vlfibly  hold 
forth  the  tvorks  cf  death  before  men  ?  Have  you  been  behiold- 
ing  to  others^  and  (liall  none  be  beholding  to  you  for  help  to- 
wards heaven  ?  Dare  you  fay,  let  others  fliift  as  well  as  they 
cao,  find  the  way  to  heaven  by  them  lei  ves  if  they  can,  they  (hall 
have  TK)  benefit  by  your  light?  If  you  be  Chriftians,  you  arc 
Chrifiians  of  a  diffLrent  (lamp  and  fpirit  from  all  thofe  we  find 
defcribed  in  fciipture.     Should  not  you  rather  fay  as  the  Lepers 
did,  2  Kings  vii.  6.  **  Do  we  well  to  hold  pur  peace,"  whilft 
i/ther«are  periftiing?.  Shall  the  lipsofmmijiers,  aud  the  lives  oT 
Chri/iians,  be  both  filenced  together  ?  Shall  poor  finners  neither 
hear  any  thing  from  us,  nor  fee  any  thing  from  yoti,  that  ma\f 
h'vlp  them  to  Chrifl  ?  The  Lord  have  mercy  then  upon  the 
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poor  world,  and  pity  it,  for  its  cafe  is  defperate.     O  put  on,  as 
the  cleft  of  God,  bowels  of  mercy.     Dellroy  not,  by  thclooft' 
Defs  of  your  converfations,  fo  many  fouls ;  for  your  fcdndalous 
j      mifcarriages  are  like  a  bag  of  poifoa  pur  into  the  fpriog,  which 
I      fuppiies  the  whole  city  with  water, 

Secoodly,  Another  ufi  Cod  hath  for  it,  is  to  recover  and  falve 
tic  credit  of  religion,  which  by  the  apoftacies  of  hypocrites ^  and 
fcandalous  falls  of  earelcfs  Chrijlians,   is  "luounded,  and  ex^.ofed 
to  contempt.     Much  reproach  by  this  meaos  is  brought  upon  re- 
ligiQii,  and  how  (hall  that  reproach  be  rolled  away,  but  by  your 
ftriftnefs  and  purity  ?  By  this  the  world  muft  be  convicccd  that 
all  are  not  fo.     Though  fonie  be  a  blot  to  the  name  of  ChrilV, 
jct  others  are  his  glory.    The  more  others  fluf  ;ind  dlfgrace  re^ 
jigion,  the  more  God  expcfts  you  to  honour  and  adorn  it.     I  re- 
inembcr  Chryfoilome  brings  in  the  perleci^rors'fpeaking  to  two 
renowned  martyrs,  after  this  manner,  Nonne  vidctis  alios  vejiri 
ordinis  hocfecijfe  ?  (i.  e.)  Why  arc  you  fo  nice  and  fcrupulous  \ 
See  yon  not  that  others  of  your  rank  and  profeifioa  have  done 
I    thefe  things  ?  To  which  they  returned  this  brave  anfwer,  Nos 
hdc  potijftmum  ratione  viriliterjlahimuf,  (i.  c.)  have  ihcy  done 
it  ?  For  fhat  very  reafon  we  will  ftand  it  out  like  men,  and  will 
I    Dever  yield  to  it.     There  is  an  holy  Antiperiftafts  in  jhe  zeal  of 
!    aChViftian,  which  makes  it,  like  fire,  burn  moil  vehemently  in 
I  {he  cddeft  weather.     If  men  make  void  God's  law,  therefore 
1    will  David  loye  his  commandfnents  ^bove  gold,  Pfal.  cxix.  127. 
If  there  be  many  PendJetons  among  proferfbrs  who  willbetray 
-    Chrift  and  his  truth  to  fave  their  flefli ;  God  will  have  feme  San- 
ders to  repair  that  breach,  by  their  conftancy  and  courage  in  ap- 
,  fearing  for  them. 

Thirdly,  God  makes  ufe  of  it  for  the  encouraoement  of  his  mi- 

'   n^ers,  who  labour  atnongyou.     And  indted  it  is  of  no  fmall  ufe 

^  to  refrelh  their  hearts,  and  ftrengthen  their  Iiauds,  in  their  paiar 

,   fill  work :  "  Now  we  live  (faith  the  a,pofllc)  if  ye  ftand  faft  ia 

"  the  Lord,*'  i  Thcff.  iiL  8.     He  fpeaks,  as  if  their  very  life  Uy 

.at  the  mercy  of  the  people,  becaufe  fo  much  of  the  joy  and 

comfort  of  it  is  wrapt  up  in  their  regularity  and  ftedfaftners.  Go^l 

knows  what  an  hard  providence  his  poor  minifters  have,  and 

how  many.difqouragements  attend  ihem  in  their  work ;  hear  how 

*  one  of  them  ex  pre  (Fes  it,  *•  Miniftcrs  would  not  be  gray-headeJ 

'*  fo  fooo,  nor  die  fo  faft,  notwithftandiog  their ^reat  labours,  if 

"  they  were  but  fuccefsful ;  but  this  cuts  10  the  heart,  and  make^ 

*'  us  bleed  In  fecret,  that  though  we  do  much,  yet  it  comes  to 

"  nothing.    Our  work  dies,  therefore  we  die.    Not  fo  much 

N  2 
*  Lockyer  upon  the  Goloffians,  p.  528,  529^ 
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**  that  wc  labour,  as  that  we  labour  in  vain  :  When  our  mim-^ 
*'  Ory  petrifies,  turnis  hearts  into  Aones,  and  tfaefe  taken  ap 
««  and  thrown  at  us,  this  kills  us ;  the  recoiling  of  our  pains 
«*  kills  us.     When  our  peace  returns  to  us,  when  we  fpend 
'*  our  ftrength  to  make  men  more  nought  than  they  >yere; 
*«  this  wounds  our  hearts :  Which  fhould  be  confidcred  by  fm- 
«*  ners,  to  kill  one's  iclf,  and  one's  minifter  too,  which  would 
«*  fave  them ;  what  a  bloody  condition  is  this  ?  f  Every  drop 
^*  that  hath  fallen  from  our  heart  and  hand,  from  our  eye- 
••  lids,  and  eye-brows,  (hall  be  all  gathered  up,  and  put  as  mar* 
**  ginal  notes  by  all  our  labours,  and  all  put  in  one  vohime  tc^e- 
•'  ther,  and  this  volume  put  in  your  hands  at  the  great  day,  and 
**  opened  leaf  after  leaf,  and  read  diftinftly  and  exaftly  to  you/* 
Chriftians,  you  hear  our  cafe,  you  fee  our  work,  now  a  little 
to  chear  our  fpirits  in  tjie  midft  of  our  hard  and  killing  labours, 
God  fends  us  to  you  for  a  little  refreftiment,  that,  by  beholding 
your  holy  and  heavenly  converfation,  your  chearful  obedience, 
and  fweet  agreement  in  the  ways  of  God ;  we  may  be  comforted 
over  all  thefe  troubles,  2  Thcf  i.  3,  4.     And  will  you  wound 
and  kill  our  hearts  too  ?  O  what  a  cut  will  this  be  ! 

fourthly,  God  hath  further  ufe  for  holinefs  of  ymrlivn;  this 
fgrves  to  daunt  the  hearts y  and  overawe  the  confciences  of  his ^  and 
yQur  enemies.  And  fometimes  it  hath  had  a  ftrange  influence, 
^nd  efFeft  upon  them.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  awful  Majefty 
in  holinefs,  and  when  it  (hines  upon  the  confcience  of  a  wicked 
man,  it  makes  him  floop,  and  do  obeyfance  tp  it.  Which  turns 
to  a  teftimony  for  Chrift  and  his  ways  before  the  world.  Thus 
Herod  was  over-awed  by  the  fltrift  and  holy  life  of  John,  he  fear- 
ed him,  knowing  that  he  was  a  juft  and  holy  man,  and  obfcrvcd 
(or  preferved  and  faved)  him,  * 

That  bloody  tyrant  was  convinced  in  his  confcience  of  the 
worth  and  excellency  of  that  fervant  of  God,  ancTwas  forced 
to  reverence  him  for  his  holinefs.  So  Darius,  Dan.  vi.  14, 
18,  19,  20.  WhatQonflifts  had  he  himfelf  about  Daniel,  whom 
he  had  condemned  ;  his  confcience  condemned  him,  for  con- 
demning fo  holy,  and  righteous  a  perfon,  •'  Then  the  king  went 
*«  to  his  palace,  and  paft  the  night  in  faftrngs ;  neither  werelu* 
•*  ftruments  of  mufic  brought  before  him,  aiid  his  fl^ep  went 
*•  from  him.  He  goes  early  in  the  morning  to  the  den,  and  cries 
•*  with  a  lamentable  voice,  O  Daniel,  fervant  of  the  living  CkA."^ 
How  much  is  this  for  the  honour  of  holinefs,  that  it  conquers 
the  very  pcrfecutors  of  it ;  and  makes  them  ftoop  to  the  meaueft 

f  X^ockyer^  upon  the  Coloffians,  p«  5S  (•    s 
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fcrvantef  God  ?  It  is  faid  of  Henry  II.  of  France,  that  he  was 
lb  daunted  by  the  heavenly  majcfty  of  a  poor  taylor  that  was 
burnt  before  him,  that  he  went  home  fad,   and  vowed,  that  he 
\roQld  never  be  prefent  at  the  death  of  fucb  men  any  more, 
WhcQ  Valence  the  emperor  came  in  peribn  to  apprehend  Bafil, 
he  faw  fnch  majefiy  in  his  very  countenance,  that  he  reeled  at 
<4hc  very  fight  of  him  ;  and  had  fallen  backward  to  the  ground, 
bad  not  his  fervant  ftept  in  to  fupport  him.     O  holinefs,  holinefs, 
thou  art  a  conqueror.    So  much,  O  Chriftians,  as  you  (hew  of  it 
in  yoar  livesi  fo  much  you  preferve  your  intereil  in  the  confciences 
of  yoQr  enemlts :  caft  off  this,  and  they  defpiie  you  prefently.    ' 
F^hly^  aud  lafily^  God  will  iife  the  purity  of  your  convcr- 
fatioQS,  to  juJ^e  dnd  convince  the  'world  in  the  great  day  %.     It 
IS  true,  the  world  (hail  be  judged  by  the  gofpel,  but  your  lives 
(hall  alfo  be  produced  as  a  commentary  upon  it ;  and  God  will 
not  only  fticw  them  by  the  word  how  they  ought  to  have  lived, 
but  bring  forth  your  lives  and  ways  to  Itop  their  mouths,  by 
ihewing  how  others  did  live.     And  this  I  fuppofe  is  intended  in 
that  text,  I  Cor.  vi.  ^.  "  The  faints  (hall  judge  the  world,  ve?, 
**  we  (hall  judge  Angels  ;"  that  is,  our  examples  are  to  condema 
their  lives  and  praftices,  as  Noah,  Heb.  xi.  7.  is  faid  to  con- 
demn the  world  by  building  the  ark,  1.  e.  his  faith  in  the  threat- 
Ding,  and  obedience  to  the  cemmand,  condemned  their  fa  pine- 
nefs,  infidelity  and  difobedience.     They  faw  htm  every  day  ^« 
bout  that  work,  diligently  preparing  for  a  deluge,  and  yet  were 
not  moved  with  the  like  fear  that  he  was ;  this  left  them  inex- 
cufable  :  fo  when  God  (hall  (ay  in  that  day  to  the  carelefs  world, 
did  you  not  fee  the  care,  and  diligence,  the  hdy  zeal,  watchful- 
ne(s,  and  felf-denial,  of  my  people,  who  lived  among  you  ?  How 
•fflaoy  times  have  they  been  watching,  and  praying,  when  yoa 
have  been  drinking,  or  deeping !   Was  it  not  eafy  to  refleA 
vhen  you  faw  their  pains,  and  diligence ;  have  not  I  a  foul  to 
look  after  as  well  as  they  ;  a  heaven  to  win  or  lofe,  as  well  as 
they?  O  how  fpeechlefs  and  inexcufable will  this  render  wicked 
meo,  yea,  it  fliall  not  only  be  ufed  to  judge  them,  but  angels  alfo. 
How  many  (hocks  of  temptations  have  poor  faints  flood ;  whereas 

X  When  therefore  the  faithful  are  faid  to  (it  in  judgment  with 
OiHft,  it  mud  be  anderftood,  not  of  any  authority  and  power  of 
judging  of  tbemfeives,  but,  (i.)  Of  that  which  is  given  them  in 
Chrift  their  !:ead.  (2.)  Of  their  approbation  of  the  fentencc  pro- 
nounced by  Chrift.  jlpoc,  xix.  i.  (3.)  Of  their  bearing  witneft 
by  their  roiniftfy  or  converfation  (agaioft  the  wicked)  and  the  com- 
parifon  of  their  own  lives  with  theirs,  by  which  the  juflice  of  ^e 
Judge  (hall  be  manileftt 
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they  fell  without  a  tempter  ?  They  ftood  Qot  lir  their  li}tegrUy» 
though  created  in  fuch  eKcelleat  natures ;  ho%v  inucA  thea  ar« 
jott  coflcerned  on  this  very  account  alfo,  to  walk  exactly  I  if  noc 
iodead  of  judging  them,  you  faall  be  condemned  with  them« 

And  thus  you  (ee  what  ufe  your  lives  and  a£liofis  (hall  be  put 
to ;  and  are  theie  incoofiderable  ufes  \  Is  the  winning  over  fouls 
\o  God  a  fmall  nsatter  ?  is  the  falving  the  honour,  and  r^puta- 
fioQ  of  godlineis,  a  fmall  matter  ?  Is  the  encouraging  the  hearts, 
and  flrengthening  the  hands  of  God*s  poor  miotilers,.  amidft 
their  fpending,  killing  labours,  a  fmall  matter  ?  Is  the  awing  of 
the  coofcieaces  of  your  enemies,  and  judging  them  ia  the  laft 
day,  a  light  thing  ?  Which  of  tbefe  can  you  call  fo  \ 

O  then,  fmce  you  are  thus  obliged  to  holinefs  of  life,  thus  fia* 
gularly  ajfifted  for  it  ^  and  fince  there  are  fuch  gr^at  dcpend^n- 
cies  upon  it,  and  uf^s  for  it,  both  now,  and  in  the  world  to 
come  ;  fee  that  ye  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation.  Sec 
that,  ^*  as  ye  have  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  fo  ye  walk  ia 
"  him ;"  always  rcmembring,  that,  for  this  very  end,  Chrift 
bath  redeemed,  .or  "  delivered  you  out  of  the  hands  of  your  e- 
**  nemies,  that  you  m'^ht  fcrve  him  without  fear,  in  righteouf- 
♦*  nefs  and  holinefs  all  the  days  of  your  lives,*'  Luke  i.  74,  75. 
And  to. how  little  purpofe  will  be  all  that  I  have  preached^  and 
you  have  heard,  of  Chrift,  if  it  be  not  converted  into  pra£lical 
godlinefs  ?  This  is  the  fcope  and  defign  of  it  all. 

And  now.  Reader,  thou  art  come  to  the  laft  leaf  of  this  trea» 
tife  of  Chrift,  it  will  be  but  a  Utik  while,  and  thou  (haltconie  to 
the  laft  page  or  day  of  thy  life  ;  and  thy  lail  moment  in  that  day. 
Wo,  to  thee,  wo  and  alas  for  ever,  if  an  intertft  in  this  blefTed 
R:rdcemer  be  then  to  get.  The  world  affords  not  a  (adder  fighc, 
ihai  a  poor  Chriftlefs  fonj  (hivcriag  upon  the  brink  of  eternity. 
To  fee  the  poor  foul  that  now  begins  to  awake  out  of  its  long 
dream,  at  its  cntrauce  into  the  world  of  realities,  to  (brink  back 
into  the  body,  and  cry,  0  I  cannot^  I4^re  not  die.  And  then  the 
tears  run  down.  Lord,  what  will  become  of  me  ?  O  what  (hall 
be  my  eternal  lot  ?  This,  I  fay,  is  as  fad  a  fight  as  the  world  af- 
fords. That  this  may  not  be  thy  cafe,  refleft  upon  what  thou 
hift  read  in  thefe  fermons;  judge  ihyfelf  ia  the  light  of  them. 
Obey  the  calls  of  the  Spirit  in  them.  Let  not  thy  flight  and 
formal  fplrit,  float  upon  the  furface  of  thefe  truths,  like  a  feather 
opoa  the  water  -,  but  get  them  deeply  fixed  upon  thy  fplrit,  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;  turning  them  into  life  and  power  upofi 
thee ;  and  fo  animating  the  whole  courfe  and  tenor  of  thy  coa* 
verfation  by  them,  that  it  may  proclaim  to  all  that  know  thee, 
that  thou  art  one  who  cAeemeft  all  to  be  but  drofs^  that  thota 
mayft  win  Chrift. 
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The   epistle    DEDICATORY, 

T0  the  Worjhipful  John  UfTON,*^  Lupton,  Efq; 
and  the  mojl  accomplijhed  and  virtuous  Lady,  his  dear 
Coafort,  the  Author  wijhes  Grace,  Mercy,  and  Beace.   , 

Honoured  and  worthy  friends, 

IT  was  a  comfortable  expreflioa,  which  Ambrofe  ufed  in  his  fii* 
neral  oration,  at  ihe  death  of  Theodofias ;  *  **  That  though. 
'*  he  were  gone,  yet  ke  was  not  wholly  gooe  ;  for^he  liad  left 
"  Hoaorius,  with  others  of  his  childreD,  behind  him,  in  whom 
**  Thcodofius  Rill  lived.**  Your  reoownea  and  worthy  ancefiors 
ai'c  gone,  yet  (blefiedbe  God)  they  arc  not  wholly  gone ;  wbilft  \ 
the  prudence,  piety,  aud  publicnels  of  their  fpirits,  flill  lives  and  , 
flouri(hcs  in  you,  the  top  branch  of  a  renowned  and  religtoos 
family.  Iris  a  great  truth,  which  Philo  J  udaeus  recommends 
to  the  obfervaiion  of  all  pofterity  ,  "  f  That  it  is  not  a  natural 
"  defcent  from  the  moft  honourable  and  illuftrious  progenitors, 
'*  nor  the  greateft  afHuence  of  riches  and  pleafures  that  makes  a 
**  man  either  honourable  or  happy  ;  but  the  inhabitation  of  Goi 
''  in  his  foul,  as  ia  his.  temple,  tho*  (faith  he)  thofe  that  never 
'*  ta(bed  religion^  nor  have  feen  its  glory,  will  not  credit  this  ai^ 

*  Thtodojiuj  tunfus  hnperaUr  rtceffit  a  nobis,  fed  non  totus  re- 
cfpt !  relrquit  enhn  nobis  liheros  fuos^  in  qui  bus  dcbemus  eu?n  ag' 
ftifcere,     Ambrof.  in  obit,  Theod. 

tu^H»y  »  jufijasv  iTfjiutfTw,  y  Tpunov  fjLiy  mrnu  r^  fK  "Jra^tu^^HTM^  x) 

ffflw^ac/,  y^  «t$io^pMr«rgp^  exi  yt^  tt^  €t*s  hvyasfAX  Kpeaj^ji  •  yAp  m  a- 
ydKyn^Q/j/a^  ro  ttyt^y  iuxm  Aict^wn  itvu  ttof  \m  ynfrAfOpc^  ^^04  n 
y^^w  eijtfcK*  Sf"^*^  Juddens  ^m  1L\>*^m«,u  a  hook  fit  forjthe 
kwwds  ef  all  gentftmen,  tranflated  by  Laurenthis  Humphrcdus  1r 
liis  excdIcDX  traa  d^  NMUtate^ 
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•*  fertion."  "  The  foql  which  is  fflled  with  God,  (faith  •  Ploti- 
**  nas)  and  brings  forth  the  beautiful  fruits  of  rightcoufnefs,  this 
**  is  the  truly  noble  foul :"  Our  new  birth  makes  us  more  ho- 
nourable than  our  natural  birth,  let  our  birthright  dignities  be 
what  they  will.  The  children  of  nobles  are,  by  nature,  the  chil- 
dren of  wrath,  even  as  others  :  Omnis  Sanguis  concohr^  all  blood 
is  of  one  colour  :  it  is  all  tainted  in  Adam,  and  mingled  together 
in  his  pofterity.  "  There  is  no  kiiig,  faith  f  Seneca,  which  rofe 
"  not  frorti  a  fervant ;  there  is  no  fervant  which* rofe  not  from. 
**  a  king :  thefe  things  have  been  blended,  and  toffed  to  and  fro 
**  by  a  long  variety." 

But  though  the  privileges  of  natural  birth  fignify  nothing  as 
to  eternal  falvation,  yet  in  civil  and  political  refpcfts  and 
confiderations,  thofe  that  by  birth,  education,  or  eftate,  poflcfs 
an  higher  ftation  in  the  world,  difFer  from  the  vulgar,  as  ftars  of 
greater  magnitude  and  luftre  :  their  intereft  and  influence  arc 
great  in  thefe  things,  and  the  welfare  of  kingdoms  %  greatly  de- 
pends upon  them. 

It  is  therefore  a  great  defign  of  the  enemy  "^of  mankind,  to 
corrupt  perfons  of  eminent  rank  and  quality  both  in  religroa 
and  morality;  and  by  their  influence  afid  exdmple,  to  infeft 
and  poifon  the  whole  body  politic ;.  and  his  fucccfs  hereb, 
deferves  to  be  greatly  lamented  and  bewailed.  Perfons  of  e- 
minency  arc  more  efpecially  (1  obliged  tofliun  bafe  and  fordid 
anions.     Hierom  profefTed  §  he  faw  nothing  defirable  mnohiH^ 

JtfTJUf, 

f  Neminem  regent  nonexfervis  ejfe  oriundum,  neminetn  fervum 
non  ex  regibus  :  omnia  Ifia  lenga  varietos  fni/cuit^  etfurfum  deor-^ 
fuvt  fortuna  verfavit ,     Sen.  Ep.  44. 

J:  Who  manages  the  reins  of  government,  who  is  prefent  at,  and 
prefides  over,  both  private  and  public  matters,  but  perfons  of  emi- 
nent rank  and  quality  ?  Who  moderates  in  the  fenate,  prefides  in 
courts,  commands  at  home  and  abroa<|  ?  Chief  men  and  nobles  fure- 
ly.  Who  commands  and  countermands,  afts  and  overafts,  manages 
and  can^valTes  all  affairs,  who  makes  laws  and  refcinds  tbem,  who  go- 
verns the  ftate  in  time  of  peace,  and  commands  the  forces  in  time  of 
war,  but  great  men  and  nobles  ?  No  wonder  that  the  management  of 
public  affairs  be  committed  to  him,  who  both  by  perfonai  merit  and . 
renown  of  his  anceflors  bath  recommended  himfelf  to  the  good  report 
and  cfteem  of  mankind.     Laurent,  Hump hred,  on  NobiJUy, 

I  In^  maxima  for  tuna ,  minima  eft  licentia,     Saluft, 

§  Nihil  alfud  video  in  nob  Hit  ate  ajffetendum^  niji  qupd  nohiles 

~    quadam 


9^  dkept  %Vw,  4i9i  ftich  pcfibos  ate  boood  by  a  crrtsdH  kiii4 

«f oeceffity,  not  t9  (kgeoesate  frooi  rhe  pr^ty»  or  fl«jhik  thd 

giory  df  ihor  4»^«rxi    Sol  ates  I  bow  m^sj  iii  oqr  tioc^. 

kfQ  Qot  a>iy  q^p^fed  Chriftiaoit);  ta  c^teippi,  but  pbfcvired  '^ 

tit  glory  of  their  owa  families,  and  the  kingdom  i&  which  theft 

M  iWir  Urth  jiftd  bfeedbig;  fo  tb«t  if  yOD  wiU  tajte  right 

nsriisof  y^nr  way  to  heaveo  yea  will  ha»r  littl«  dire^imi  froai 

Iboieof  your  «WQ  f^t  bQt  a«  t  iViarinera  ftakt  tbfilr  dircOioo  al 

fa,  by  kx^kiog  vp^  t«»  iii<t  hcavena,  ib  »Qft  yoot    M  ibia  general 

lamiptioQ  if  ta  vpry  h^rd  to  efcape  iqfe^icR> ;  (m^by  at  Salfiaii 

cmpiaincd)  ):  are  eompellad  to  be  e^l,  left  tbey  (boeid  be  ae« 

KWiifid  viy^  aod  iociir  rhe  oifcnca  of  Cod^  to  avoid  the  fligbtf 

aodceofnresof  men.     Althoagh  there  is  no  more  realbn  why 

iifff  ihoold  be  oSeoded  ^  the  ratipnal  and  rctigiott$  piesfiires^ 

yoa,  a»d  otber  jNosa^gsfttkaiaft  take  io  the  wayy  of  godiiocfi^ 

liiaa  there  is,  that  yon  ftioifld  ei^vy  the  fiofttl  pleaAu^a  they  taM 

lA  the  waya  of  wiofced^eft.    U  was  aa  asceUent  apology^  that 

TeriaUkui  nadc  for  the  Chriftiaaa  of  his  tiaie,  a^inft  ibe  Gen* 

lUos,  ^<  Whaiadm  (&itb  $  be)  do  W€  of  end  you,  if  we  belicvf 

'*  tisere  ace  other  pieafures  i  If  we  will  not  partake  with  yoo  al 

^'  ycA&r  ddighis,  it  is  oiyly  oqr  owo  inj^iry :  we  reje£l  your  plea* 

^'  jfiires,  and  yon  ate  not  deligbied  with  ours»" 

Bot  by  how  ipiieii  ishe  io£^i(n  fpreada  and  plcv«i]a  aaw^og 

gewrgfit.     Hiercm. 

*  Gfd  gram  that  tlie  eiid  pfopofed  may  be  abcaioed,  that  ihf  aft* 
^iient  aad  truly  i^eaerable  nobility  may  at  leitjgth  retuiin»  who  by  xhc 
i)Woar  ^  prudery  and  kaowledge^  and  ludre  ot  i:fnowiied  6^^$^ 
my  obfcore  th^  f^t  of  progeaitors^  ^and  qiiit/s  reiQove  and  wipe  off 
the  (lain  brought  on  its  auguft  name«     Humph,  on  Nobility t 

f  In  t)^  fgme  n^nner,  you  ougbjt  to  feek  the  path  of  lif<i»  that 
the  maripers  at  fea  ifcck  the  defigned  couyfe  for  their  (hips,  \vho,  i^ 
they  ohferve  opt  fome  It^inary  in  the  heavens,  (leer  bUt  ad  uncer- 
tain courfe,  but  whofpever  is  refolved  to- keep  in  the  right  path  of 
life,  mud  not  look  doun  to  the  earth  but  to  heaven  ;  and  (to  fpeak 
more  plainly)  he  9U2bt  not  to  follow  men  biK  GiA ;  therefore  if 
thou  wouldll  always  Keep  thine  eyes  fixed  on  heaven,  and  obferve 
the  fuQ  whence  he  arifeth^  atid  t^e  blm  as  thy  guide,  thy  feet  pf 
themfelves  will  keep  ffraight  in  the  way«     Lailant.  lib.  i.  r.  8. 

X  Malt  eft  i^oi'uatur  nt  f>iUt  h^he^ntur.     Sal  v.  de  GubeTnat. 

§  ^0  vots-offittdirH^s  jl  ali^s  pftffurnifnus  vohptates  ?^  Ji  oblip^ 
tari  nolumus,  nojlra  injuria  eft :  reprohatnus  gua  placetU  vobif^ 

Vot.jil.  9      ■ 
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thofe  of  your  order,  by  fo  much  the  more  we  have  reafbo  to  va* 
hie  ypu,  and  all  thoie  that  remain  iound  and  untainted,  both  in 
retigion  and  morality,  as  peribns  worthy  of  fingolar  refpeA 
and  honour  :  and  blefled  be  God  there  is  yet  a  number  of  facb 
left. 

S5r,  It  was  a  fpccial  happincfs,  which  Chryfoftom  eameftiy 
recommended  to  per  Ions  of  quality,  that  they  wouW  fo  order 
iheir  converfations,  that  their  parents,  might  rather  glory  ill 
them,  than  they  in  their  parents ;  'Jr  Other  wile  (faith  ♦  he)  it  is 
••  better  to  rife  to  honour,  from  a  contemptible  parent,  than  to 
*'  be  contemptible  from  an  honourable  parent  ;*'  but  blefled  be 
God,  you  and  your  worthy  anceftors,  mutually  reHeft  honour 
upon  each  other. 

Had  God  fufTcred  you  to  degenerate,  as  many  do,  it  woiuld 
have  been  but  a  poor  confolation  to  have  faid,  My  progenitsrt 
were  men  of  honour,  the  love  and  delight  of  their  coootry. 
This,  as  f  one  excellently  expreffeth  it,  would  be  the  fame 
thing,  as  if  one  that  is  blind  himfeif,  ihould  boaft  what  a  fiiarp 
and  piercing  fight  his  father  had ;  or  one  that  ts  lame  biniielf» 
fhould  glory  in  thofe  feats  of  activity  his  grandfather  performed; 
but  God  (to  whofe  bounty  therefore  you  are  doubly  obliged) 
hath  made  you  the  inheritor  of  their  virtues,  as  well  as  of  their 
lands,  and  therein  fulfilled  many  thouiand  prayers,  which  have 
been  poured  out  to  God  upon  your  account.  But  I  mu(V  for- 
bear, left  I  provoke  others  to  envy,  and  draw  upon  my ielf  the 
fufpicion  of  flattery.  What  hath  been  already  iaid,  may  ferve 
for  a  fufBcient  realbn  of  this  dedication.  1  know  the  %  agree- 
ablenefs  of  fuch  difcourfes,  to  the  pious  di(jx>ittions  of  your 
fouls,  is  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  make  it  welcome  to  you.  It  is 
a  treatife  of  Chrift,  yea,  of  the  method  of  grace,  in  the  appHcad- 

*  Meliut  eft  de  contemptthiVufiiri  Iclarum^  ^uam  de  clarogenere 
contemptihiUm  ejfcy  Chryfoft.  in  Mat.  4.  Nee  fieri  pot  eft  quin  hunc 
cornitetur  ignohUitas  etiamfi  vel  avhy  vel proavis  natus  Jit  vita  in 
culpatis^  qui  ah  eorumftudiis  aliehus  eft^feque  longiffime  turn  di^iis^ 
turn  faiiis  a  nohilitate  disjungit . 

f  What  profit  is  the  (harplightednefs  of  anceftors  to  the  of 9pring, 
which  is  deprived  of  fight  ?  What  help  can  it  give  the  man  tliac  is 
dumb,  for  attairdng  the  power  of  fpeech,  that  his  parents  and  grand- 
fathers had  the  voice  of  orators  ?.  IQ  like  manner,  juft  parents  can* 
not  help  their  unjuft  children';  nor  the  temperate,  thofe  who  are 
luxurious '.  nor  at  any  rate^  can  the  good  communicate  goodnefs  tm 
the  bad.     Philo.  mfi  Evyifetet^. 

j:  When  the  mind  of  the  hearer  is  good  and  gracious,  it  eafily 
f^ntrto  fpeecbes  of  truth.     Chryfoft^  Horn,  26*  in  Mat. 
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m  of  Ghrift;  than  which  noTubjcft  can  be  more  ncc«flary  to 
fiudy,  or  fweet  to  experience.     *  All  goodnefs  is  attra£live» 
hew  powerfully  attraftive  then  muft  Jefus  Chrift  be,  who  is 
the  ocean  of  all  goodnefs,  from  whom  all  dreams  ofFgoodneis 
are  deriired,  and  into  whom,  they  all  empty  themfelfes  ?  f  If 
PindacQS  could  fay  of  the  lovely  Thcoxenus,  that  whofoevor 
fiwtbat  angnft  and  comely  face  of  his,  and  was  not  furprifed 
«itb  amazement,  uid  inflamed  with  love,  muft  have  an  heart 
•of  adamant  or  brafi^  what  then  (hall  we  refemble  that  man's 
iieartanto,  that  bath  no  ferverous  affeQions  kindled  in  it  by 
^iooomparable  beauty  of  ChrilVl  a  beauty,  which  excels  i^ 
InAre  and  to-ightnefs,  that  vifible  light  which  ib  dazzles  our  eyes 
X  IS  that  light  doth  darknefs  itfelf;  as  Plato  fpeaks  of  the  di- 
looe  light  Chrift  is  vwtfimxx^vr^i  mmx^u  an  inexprelTible  beauty, 
aad  all  other  beauties  are  but  uwf,jtuu  nm  an  image,  nay,  a  iha-* 
dow  of  his  beaoty.     How  was  holy  Ignatius  ravlihed  with  delires 
after  Chrift,  when  §  he  aied  out,  O  how  I  long  to  be  thrown 
into  the  jaws  of  thofe  lions,  which  I  hear  roaring  for  mc  1  and 
if  they  will  not  difpatch  me  the  fooncr,  ms  vpogiteu-cjutatt  I  will  ea« 
force  th^m  to  it  by  violence,  that  I  may  enjoy  the  fight  of  my 
blefled  Jefus.     O  my  heart,  (faith  ||  another)  how  is  it  thou  art  . 
not  drawn  up  by  the  very  root,  by  thy  deftres  ?fter  Chrift  ?  The 
B^eiBty,  and  the  trial  of  our  union  with,  and  iutereft  in,  this 
lovely  Lord  Jesus,  is  the  main  fubje^  of   this  diicourfe. 
Without  the  perfoual  application  of  Chrift  by  faith,  our  hopes 
of  heaven  are  but  deluding  dreams,  Heb.  liL  1 1. ''  I  fware  in  my 
"  wrath,  «  unxivntrmh  if  they  ftall  enter  into,  my  reft :"  What 
then  ?  Nay,  there  is  all :  but  it  is  a  dreadful  Apofiopefu  (as  one 
calls  it)  fuch  a  paufe,  as  may  juflly  ftiake  every  vein  pf  the  un- 
believer's heart :,  If  they  Jhali  enter  ;  as  if  he  bad  faid,  if  ever 
they  come  into  my  glory^  then  fay,  I  am  no  God,  for  I  have 
fworn  the  contrary. 

0  2. 

.    *  OwJW  rtAAd  iciit  i  i(t»a'iu  tui6paToi  ^  t«  etyoAt  tmknei  irntyrtt  k^  *- 

^  X  To  w»7w^»?,*  7TJ  ttfiy^Tvirtiif  ^ctflw  roffvra  th  opcurv  Aot/i/tTpT€/w  re 
^  flttfjoHcTis  gpcv  «^^  fiKfix  eturr^.    Plato, 

Epiji. 

II  0  cor  meum  qufmodo  nonte  evellispoji  tantum  decor  em  ?  Ni^-  • 
vemberg.    Vmrer^nuo^utChriftovivam,/^ 


i  #M  toft  te  tindbum,  bm  coodiide  idl  in  a  few  neliKiftttfei 
Jt/a  aofl  to  God  forfofi  bofh.    Tfaat  wbicb  I  wtpuAfi  yoiiU, 

<!.}  That  yon  will  iearcb  and  tiy  your  vwti  fietm  iq^  tMe 
titiths,  ^(pecklly  ii0W>  vheo  fofneat  trbtU  yx^  biee  to  beimde 
irf*  every  iiwfi*8  rootMd  iovtutedoii  io  rd^^.  .^axymt  ifait 
yoar  ^ft  work,  wMch  BeliiraMae  alb  t'  tke  %ft  «tor  ttf 
«'  Fr^eilafit6>'*  to  ftiatoe  Aire  your  mereft  m  ChiM  $  ^  ev^ff 
thkig  is  M  it$  fotmdnfiQa  U  :  a  troe  ^Hanrnd  will  «od^  die 
ihiarteft  firdite  ti  file  fa^mmer^y  but  a  ^e  One  wW  fly. 

(it)  That  yon  be  botM>le  mder  lOt  tbat  AgOity  aad  tocA^ 
which  Cad  hath  pitt  Wfom  tM{  be  ye  do^thed  «it)i  hvaUlty, 
It  wai  the  gtOTf  of  the  piiiiMthfte  ChriOiaot,  that  they  t  d>^  '^^ 
^cftk  btttitve  great  thiiftgs:  homiliry  will  be  the  loiter  ^^  y^r 
(Other  eacelknckB :  effltit»s  ^mA  hoooim  ara  bn^  a^Hf^eHdaotsiOR! 
fiae  tfaip)>iiigd,  which  add  not  aay  r«li  worth,  yet :(:  ho^MP  ; 
#)ttie  vaitt  miDds  pi^d  ttp  with  thefe  tUog^l  ^  ye  4)a^W 
to  lcai1>ed  Chrlft. 

( j.)  That  you  fteadiiy  perTevere  ia  thbfe  gi^  wo^  of 'Odd,  in 
Mi'rch  yots  hafe  watked,  ^lod  beware  of  heart,  or  life  aj^oflac^t 
Ton  exf)e(ft  ha(>(»iiief«  whilli  God  la  in  hearati,  (uul  God  ei^si  , 
holmefe  from  you  wbilA  yoo  are  one  eianli,  It  wat  afi  axcd- 
leat  truth  which  TofTapraa  ^  reCooMneiided  io  his  foiterity  in 
hi$  laft'WiU  aad  teflaoieat,  ir6m  hla  owa  wperience :  ^\  i  beftsd) 
*«  yoq  (f»th  he)  my  de&r  childrea  and  kindred,  diat  yoa  nevtr 
^<  be  aOeamed  pf  the  ttuthaof  the  gDi|>el»*dthier  by  rcirfoBSof 
^*  feaodals  in  the  chtnrdi,  or  jperfecutioQs  npoa  it ;  troth  may  la* 
*<  hour  for  a  time,  but  caaaot  be  conquered;  andf  hsfe often 
^*  found  God  to  ba  wonderfcrity  prefeot  with  them  that  walk  ise- 
^^  fore  him  in  ^uth»  though  for  n  ^m^  ^^  iDay  |>e  o^fad 
#'  with  lobbies  a^d  palumniest*' 

♦  Primiu  H^retieorum  enrpr  tfl^  pojfe  fddfi  fmsrtttgiitiMmJitf 
fftf  if  fm  gratia^  ut  terta  JUf  ftatua^t  Jihi  remljfa  ejfe  pmMtt%  - 
Jkllarro.  de  Jufi  lib.  3.  caf^.  3. 

t  Nm  ifhff^ur  migna^  ffid  vrvlmtm,     Terti|l.  A|>daf. 

\  They  report  that  £ice|)hah|s  without  his  furniture,  wonM  SiA» 
"Ut  a  gnoflm  on  his  h^ck*  hat  when  dreiled  with  niyal  trapj^gs  and 
fiudd^  bridlea,  would  fuffer  none  to  mount  him  but  the  icing  hun* 
feif ;  fo  it  ia  trqly  ifvt  calb  with  thefe  npflait  nobka  among  t^,  6^^^ 

§  Ohujiir  etiam  vot  iihsroi,  tt  gfimrcs  sMtiifflmi'ue  iliitts  veriU' 
$h  evaifgBiitap  unpm»  w/  fudeat :  ftbufi^nhn  lah^ratr^  fed  n&n 
Mifiieiverrkas  .'  ft  wmfimil  i^^rtifsfam  D(miinm  Dium  mif^aH- 
,  pier  adfje  sis  qui  cor^m  ipfo  amhulunt^  et  infua  voeationejedulo  H 
p»egr9  i^bffantuti  iket  itd  Hmpus^  bdUsy  if^fj^r^itvti^nr^^tit^^^ 
hmi*4  a^itPffHT^    Wcteh.  A4*i»»i,  'p_  waa  Toffi«% 
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f4,)  LafHy,  That  you  keep  a  ftrift  aod  conftaot  watch  over 
yourowa  hearts,  left  they  ^  enfoared  by  the  tempting,  charm* 
ing,  and  daogeroiis  fnares,  att^ding  afuU  and  eafy  cohditioa 
JQ  Ae  HvAdd,     Xfadre  are  teniptatiofis  Oiited  to  all  cooditUnis, 
Thofe  that  are  poor  and  low  in  eftate  and  reputation,  are  tempt* 
.ed  tpGozen;  cheat,  He,  and  flatter,  and  all  to  get  up  to  the  mount 
¥  riches  nod  hooonrs ;  but  thoie  that  were  bom  npon  that 
iDoupt,  du>'  they  be  more  free  from  Chofe .  tempiatioB^  yet  tie 
<xp><ed  to  cabers  no  lefs  dangerons^  and  therefore  we  find,  **  Nbc 
'*  nn&y  mighty,  not  4iiany  noble  are  called,"  i  Cor^  i»  26.  Ma- 
ny great  and  ftately  ihipa,  wbieb  ipread  much  faH,  and  draw 
inocb  iratar,  perifti  lathe  Aorms,  when  fmall  barks  creep  aloi^ 
dieihore  under  the  wind,  and  get  fafe  into  their  port.     Never 
liffl  at  an  higher  Aaiion  in  this  world,  than  that  you  are  in  H  : 
ISomeliaye  wiihed  in  their  dying  hou/,  tbey  had  been  low^,  b^t 
DO  wife  m^ai  ever  wiAied  himfelf  at  the  iqp  of  honour,  at  tl)e 
|bnQkof4^eFi]dty. 

I  will  cpodude-all  with  tliis  bearty  wifii  for  you  that  as  God 
jiath  let  you  in  a  capacity  of  much  fervice  for  him  in  your  geoe- 
racton,  lb  your  hearts  may  be  enlarged  for  God  accordingly ; 
that  you  may  be  very  infirumeptal  for  his  glory  on  earth,  and 
may  go  iafe»  but  late  to  heaven.  That  the  bkiHcigs  of  heaven 
nay  be  multiplied  upon  yon  both,  and  your  hopenil  fprlnging 
branches ;  and  that  you  inay  live  to  fee  your  childfens  children, 
^aad  peace  npon  Ifrad.  In  a  word,  that  God  will  follow  theie 
troths  in  your  hands  with  the  blefling  of  his  Spirit ;  and.that 
jthe  manifold  infilrmitica  of  him  that  minifters  them,  ipay  be 
^6  prqndice  or  bar  to  tbelr  Aiccefs  with  you,  or  any  inip  whofe 
^lads  tt^ey  S\xal\  o^mei  which  is  the  hearty  d^sfsre  of 

Your  moji  faithful  Friend^ 

m4  Servant  in  CHk  /S7> 

yOHN  FljtyEl. 

*  HeripaiM^,  when  dying,  bewailed,  that  he  had  bcftowcd  more 
jtime  and  pains  on  his  palace  than  on  the  temple  of  6od,  and  encon- 
?s^ed  the  luxury  and  wickednefs  of  the  court,  which  be  ought  to  have 
^cftraincd  :  Thus,  with  much  grief  for  fin,  his  hope  of  mercy  from 
Cod* greatly  wavering,  by-ftanders  being  filled  with  great  horror, 
,i?nd  himfelf  doubtful  of  his  flate,  his  foul  entered  into  eternity.  Hift. 
Mm.W*  in  ' 
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EVERY  creature,  liy  the  laftmft  of  nature,  or  by  the  light 
of  reafon,  drives  to  avoid  danger,  and  get  out  of  harm's 
way.  The  cattle  in  the  fields  prefaging  a  ftorm  at  hand,  fly  to 
the  hedges  and  thickets  for  ftielter.  T\it  fowls  of  heaven,  by 
the  fame  natural  inftinft,  perceiving  the  approach  of  winter, 
take  their  timely  flight  to  a  warmer  climate.  This  *  naturoH/ls 
have  obferved  of  them,  and  their  obfervation  is  confirmed  by 
fcripture-tefiimony  :  of  the  cattle  it  is  faid.  Job  xxxvii.  6,  7,  S. 
*'  He  faith  to  the  fnow ;  Be  thou  on  the  earth,  likewife  the  (mall 
•*  rain,  and  the  great  rain  of  his  ftrength  ;  then  the  beafts  go 
•*  into  dens,  and  remain  in  their  places ;"  And  of  the  fowls  of 
the  air  it  is  faid,  jer.  viii.  7.  **  The  ftork  in  the  heavens  know- 
•*  eth  her  appointed  times,  and  the  turtle,  and  the  crane,  and 
**  the  fwallow,  obfcrve  the  time  of  their  coming." 

But  man  being  a  prudent  and  profpefting  creature,  hath  the 
advantage  of  all  other  cratur^s  in  his  forefeeing  faculty :  •*  For 
*'  God  hath  taught  him  more  than  the  beafts  of  the  earth,  and 
'•  made  him  wifcr  than  the  fowls  of  heaven,"  Job  xxxv.  ii. 
**  And  a  wife  man's  heart  difcerneth  both  time  and  judgment," 
Eccl.  viii.  5.  For  as  there  are  natural  figns  of  the  change  of  the 
weather,  Matth.  xvi.  3.  fo  there  are  moral  figns  of  the  changes 
of  time  and  providences :  yet  fuch  is  the  fupinenefs  and  inexcuf- 
able  regardlefnefs  of  moft  men,  that  they  will  not  fear  till  they 
feel,  nor  think  any  danger  very  confiderable,  till  It  become  in- 
evitable. 

We  of  this  nation  have  long  enjoyed  the  light  of  the  glorious 
gofpel  among  us;  it  hath  (hone  in  much  clearnefs  upon  this  fin- 
ful  ifland,  for  more  than  a  whole  century  of  happy  years :  but 
the  longefl:  day  hath  an  end,  and  we  have  caufe  to^  fear  our 
bright  fun  is  going  down  upon  us ;  for  the  (hadows  in  England^ 
arc  grown  greater  than  the  fubftance,  which  is  one  fign  of  ap- 
proaching night,  Jer.  vi.  4.  **  The  beafts  of  prey  creep  out  of 
**  their  dens  and  coverts,"  which  is  another  fign  of  night  at 
hand,  Pfal.  civ.  20.  "  And  the  workmen  come  home  apace  from 
**  their  labours,  and  go  to  reft,"  which  is  as  fad  a  fign  as  any 
6i  the  reft,  Job:vih  i,  2.  Ifa.  Ivii.  i,  2.    Happy  were  it,  if,  in 

*  Plin.  1  18,  c.  35*    Virg.  Gcorg.  I.  i • 
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focfa  a  jonjlure  as  chis,  every  mao  would  make  it  his  ivorky  aad 
imfifiefs  to  fecure  himfelf  in  ChriU  from  the  ftorm  of  God's  iodig- 
Dadon,  which  is  ready  to  fall  upOn  tbefe  fiafui  nations.  It  \% 
faid  di  the  Egyptians*  when  the  florm  of  hail  >vas  coming  upon 
thelaod,  £xod.  ik.  20.  "  He  that  feared  the  word  of  the  Lord 
'<  made  his  iervants  and  catde  flee  into  the  houfes."  It  is  but 
aihold  fight  to  fee  the  prudence  of  an  Egyptian,  out-vying  the 
wifdom^  and  circumfpedion  of  a  ChriAian. 

Cod,  who  provides  natural  (lielter  and  refuge  for  all  aeatures, 
liath  not  left  his  people  unprovided^-with,  and  deAitute  of 
defence  and  fecurity,  in  the  moft  tempeftuous  times  of  national 
jfidgments.  It  is  faid,  Mic,  v.  5.  "  This  man  (meaning  the 
•*  maa  Chrift  Jefus)  (hall  be  the  peace,  when  the  Aflyrian  ftiall 
**  come  into  our  land,  and  when  he  ihall  tread  in  our  palaces." 
And  Ifa.  xxvi.  20.  ''  Cpme,  my  people,  enter  thou  into  thf 
"  chambers,  and  ihut  thy  doors  about  thee ;  hide  thyfelf  as  it 
**  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  indigpation  be  overpad/' 
.  My  friends,  let  me  fpeak  2i%  freely^  as  I  am  fure  I  fpeak,  fea-^ 
fanably,  A  found  of  Judgment  is  in  our  ears.;  '*  the  Lord's 
'-  voice  crieth  unto  the  city,  and  the  man  of  wifdom  (hall  fee 
"  thy  name :  hear  ye  the  rod,  and  who  hath  appointed  it,'* 
Micah  vi.  9.  All  things  round  about  us  feem  to  poftiire  them- 
felves  for  trouble  and  diflrefs.  Where  is  the  man  of  wifdom 
that  doth  not  forefee  a  (hower  of  wrath  and  indignation  coming  ? 
"  We  have  heard  a  voice  pf  trembling,  of  fear,  and  not  of  peace. 
''  Alk  ye  now,  and  fte  whether  a  man  doth  travail  with  child  \ 
"  Wherefore  do  I  fee  every  man  with  his  hand  on  his  loins,  as 
"  a  woman  in  travail,  and  all  faces  are  turned  into  palene(s  I 
"  Alas,  for  that  day  is  great,  fo  that  none  is  like  it ;  it  is  even 
**  the  day  of  Jacob's  trouble,  but  he  (hall  be  delivered  6ut  of 
**  it,'*  Jer.  XXX.  5,  6,  7. 

Many  eyes  are  now  opened  to  (ee  the  common  danger,  but 
fome  forefaw  it  long  ago;  when  they  faw  the  general  decay  of 
Hidlinefs  every  where,  the  notorious  prophanity  and  atheifm 
that  overfpread  the  nations ;  the  fpirit  pf  enmity  and  bitternels 
Jgainft  the  power  of  Godlinefs  wherever  it  appeared :  and  tho'  '^ 
there  feemed  to  be  a  prefent  calm,  and  >  general  quietnefs ;  yet 
thofe  tliat  were,  wife  in  heart  could  not  but  difcern  diftrefs  of 
nations,  with  gtt3it  perplexity,  in  thefe  feed?  of  judgment  and 
calamity  :  But  as  the  epbah  fills  more  and  more,  io  the  deter* 
aiined  wrath  grows  more  and  more  vifible  to  every  eye  :  and  it 
is  a  fond  thing  to  dream  of  tranquillity^  in  the  midft  of  fo  much 
imqiiity.  Indeed,  if  thefe  nations  were  once  fwcpt  with  the 
^^omi>{'reformation9  "wc  mghl  hope  God  would  iaot  fweep 
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them  with  (be  kefim  of  difiruSHpn ;  but  what  pesce  daii  Ik  #i» 

peifgd,  wWUft  rhe  highell  frovoeations  are  continued  f 

It  is  therefore  the  great  aod  prefent  concerfinenc  of  alt  tp  pTO»' 
indie  theiiifeWe»  of  a  refuge  before  the  florm  overtakes  them^  . 
for,  as  Aiigiiflin  welt  obierves,  Nm  facik  inveniuatur  praeji^ 
m  itdvfirfitate,  fua€  non  futrint  in  fate  quaefifa,  O  take  uff 
^r  lodgtngs  io  th«  attributes  aod  prog^iics  of  God  before  t^ 
night  overtake  you ;  view  them  often  by  faitfa,  and  ckar  op  - 
year  tntereA  in  them,  that  you  may  be  able  to  go  to  theiA  ia 
the  dark,  when  the  minifters  and  urdiuaticcs  of  Cbrifl  have  ta^ 
ken  their  feave  of  yoo,  and  bid  yoa  good  night. 

Whilft  many  are  hafiing  on  the  wrath  of  God  by  prtfam^ 
nefs^  aod  many  be  fmiting  their  {eilow->fervants ;  and  multitodef 
refoive,  if  trouble  come,  lo  fiih  in  the  troubled  waters  for 
fefety  and  preftrmeqt,  oot  doubting  (whenfocWF  the  overflows 
mg  flood  comes)  but  they  (hal)  (land  dry.  O  that  you  would 
be  mourning  for  their  fms,  and  providing  better  for  your  own 
lafety. 

Reader,  It  is  thy  (m$  thing  mctffary  to  get  a  cteared  iaterefl 
in  Jefus  Cbrtil;  which  being  oooe  obtained,  thou  ma^'eft  £ace 
the  Aorm  with  boldnefis,  and  fay,  come  troubles  and  diArefies^ 
k^s  and  tri^3,  priibns  and  death,  I  am  provided  for  yon;  clo 
tour  worft,  you  can  do  me  no  barm  :  let  the  winds  roar,  thfi 
Aghtning?  flafh,  the  rains  an^  hail  fell  ne^i^er  (b  furioufly,  I  bare 
a  good  roof  over  my  head,  a  comfortable  lodging  provided  for 
me:  '^  My  place  of  defence  is*  the  muoitioiiof  recks,  where 
^  bread  fiiall  be  given  me,  and  my  waters  (hail  ht  fure,"  i(a* 
xxxiu.  i^. 

The  defign  of  the  enfmng  treatift,  b  to  affift  fhce  in  this 
great  work ;  aod  though  it  was  promifed  to  the,  world  many 
years  paft,  yet  providence  hath  rcferved  it  for  the  6tteft  feafoiTi 
and  bro«tght  it  to  tiiy  hand  in  a  tiisie  of  need,  i 

It  contains  the  method  of  grace  ia  tte  applicatkm  efthsgmoi 
redemption^  to  the  fouls  of  vMn^  as  the  former  part  cuntaiQa  th« 
method  of  grace  in  the  interpretation  diereof  by  jcAis  ChriA. 
The  acceptation  God  hath  given  the  former  part,  {igmfied  by 
the  defsres  of  many,  for  the  piib4kationx>f  this,  h;itb  at  laft  pro- 
vailed  With  me  (aotwichftaodtfig  the  feaet  confcioiifQefs  of  tn| 
ini-quaUty  tofogre<it  an  undej-caking)  to  advent ttre  thisy^^sn^ 
part  alfo,  upon  the  ingenttHy  acid  caiMiour  of  the  reader. 

/ind  I  coolent  the  more  wiUingly  to  the  pubtkauoa  of  thH 
becaufe  the  deHga  1 6rA  aimed  at,  cduld  not  be  eotire  and  comr 
plcte  without  it ;  but  efpecially,  the  quality  of  the  fubJcS-njiafr 
ter^  which  (througl^  the  bk^mg  and  coadUT^nce  of  the  ipirit) 


ii^i^  uiefol  both  to  rooze  the  drowfy.  confiueticeis  df  ihb  ileepy 
geacradoD,  aod  to  aflift  the  upright,  ia  dearitig  tbework  of  tbd 
ipirit  apoQ  their  own  (bulsi  Thcle  coafideratiolu  have  preTaikd 
^idi  me  agakifV  all  difcoaragemeiits. 

And  oowi  rmdeft  it  is  impoflible  for  Afc  to  fpcak  particQlarlj 
8fid  diAioSly  to  the  cafe  of  thy  foul,  which  t  am  igndraat  of, 
fxcept  the  Lord  fiuli  direft  i&y  difoc^urle  ti>  ic  ia  foiile  of  the  fol« 
]am%fuppf^ttiau. 

li  thou  be  one  thai  haft  liticerely  applkdy  akkd  received  Jefuii 
Chrifi  by  faith,  this  dlfcourfe  (tliroQgh  the  blelCog  of  the  Spirit) 
knaybe  alefal  to  thee,  to  clear  and  ooofirin  thy  evidc&ces,  to  melt 
thy  heart  ia  the  feaie  of  thy  mercies » aod  to  engage  aodquickeil 
thee  in  the  way  of  thy  duties*  Here  thou  wUt  Tee  what  great 
tfaiogs  the  Lord  hath  done  for  thy  ibcii,  and  how  thele  dignities^ 
8S  rh<»i  art  his  fon  or  daugbto:,  by  the  double  title  of  regmeri^ 
tm^AadoptUffh  ^^  oMIge  thee  to  yield  up  thyfelf  to  God  eh- 
lively, atid  to&yfrom  thy  heart.  Lord,  whatever  J  iUb,  lam  foi 
tbee,  whateTer  I  can  do,  I  ^iil  do  fur  thee,  and  whatever  I 
c^D  fuifer,  i  will  fufier  the  y  and  all  that  I  am,  or,  have,  all  that 
i  caa  do,  or  fuiicr,  is  ootbifig  to  what  thou  haft  done  for  mji 
(bol. 

If  thoQ  be  a  flrai^er  to  regeneration  ^ni  faith  /  a  petibo  that 
t^^&Siptrw^rlefi  profeffartoi  Chrift  \  that  haft^a  haa^e  to  live^ 
bat  art  dead  %  httc'n 'n  poj^ble  thott  mayeft  meet  with  fome* 
thiag  that  wiU  cottvioce  thee  how  dangerotis  a  thing  it  is^ 
to.be  an  old  creatut-e,  iti  the  new  creature  1b  df  eft  and  habit  | 
and  what  it  is  that  blinds  thy  judgment,  and  is  likelieft  to  prove 
tby  ruin ;  a  fitafimable  and  full  coavtdtion  Whereof,  lirill  be  the 
grcateft  mercy  that  can  befal  thoe  in  this  world,  if  thereby  at 
M,  God  aay  help  thee  to  put  on  Chrift,  as  vlrell  as  the  name  of 
Chrift. 

if  thoti  be  in  darkoeft  about  the  ftate  of  thy  own  foul,  and 
li^iliing  to  have  it  faithfttlly  s^nd  impartially  trieid  by  the  rule  <Jt 
iht  wt>rd,  which  will  not  warp  to  any  man's  huinour  or  intefef^i 
We  tbfHi  wilt  find  fome  weak  aififtance  offettd  thee,  to  doit 
ftoddifeotangle  thy  doubting  thoughts,  which  (through  thy  pray* 
cr,  and  the  fupply  of  the  Spirit  ot  Jefus  Chrift)  may  lead  that  to 
a  comfortable  fettlement  and  inward  pea<de. 

Ifthoubea  proud,  conceited,  prefumptuotis  (bul,  i^hothaft 
too  little  kho^vledge,  and  too  mirdt  pride  aitd  felf^ove,  to  admit 
any  doubts  or  fcruples  of  thy  fiate  towards*  God,  there  are  many 
things  in  thi?  tteatife  proper  for  thy  conviftion,  and  better  in* 
fcrmaiion;  fcir  woe  to  tkee^  if  thou  fiioQldft  UQtfear,  till  tbOtt 
Vol.  U.  ]? 
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begin,  to  feel  thy  miferyy  if  thy  troubks  do  cot  some  on  till  all  tbf 
hopes  ,at^  gone  off .  .  i    - 

'  I  know  ail  theie  things  are  performed  by  me  with  much  infir- 
mity ;  aod  that  the  whole  management  is  quite  below  the  dig- 
nity of  the  fubjeA.  But;  when  I  conHder  the  fuccefs  of  fermons 
and  books  in  the  worlds  hath  bat  litde  relatiop  to  the  elegancy 
of  language,  or  accuracy  of  method,  and  that  many  may  bcu/efuli 
who  cannot  be  excellent,  I  am  willing  in  all  humili^  and  fince- 
rity  CD  commit  it  to  be  the  direAion  of  providence,  »)d  the  blef- 
fing  of  the  fpirir.  ' 

One  thing  I  (hall  carneAly  rcqueK  of  all  the  people  of  God,  in- 
to wbofe  hands  this  (hall  fall,  that  now  at  laA  they  will  be  per- 
fuaded  to  end  all  their  unbrotherly  quarrels  and  ftrifes  among 
themfelves;  which  have  wafted  (o  much  precious  time,  and  de- 
cayed the  vital  fpirits  of  religion ;  hlndred  the  converfioo  of  mol- 
titudeSi  and  iocrealed  and  confirmed  kItk  ath'eifin  of  the  times, 
and  now  at  laA  opened  a  breach,  at  which  the  common  eoemy  is 
ready  to  eater,  and  end  the  quarrel  to  Qur  coA.  O  put  on,  as  the 
ele^  oj  Gody  bowels  of  mercy,  and  a  fpiritof  charity  aad  forbear- 
ance, if  not  for  your  own  fakes,  yet  for  the  church's  fake  \  Siwm^ 
vis  tibi  parcere,  parce  Carthagini. 

I  remember  it  is  noted  in  our  £ngU(h  hiftory  as  a  very  remark* 
able  thing,  that  when  the  Severn  overflowed  part  of  Somerfet- 
(hire,  it  was  obferved  that  dogs  and  hares^  cats  and  rats,  to  avoid 
the  common  deArudlion,  would  fwim  to  the  next  rifiag  ground, 
and  abide  quietly  together  in  that  common  danger,  without  the 
lead  difcovery  of  their  natural  antipathy.      1 

The  flory  applies  itfelf,  and  O  that  Chriftians,  would  every 
where  depbie  their  animofities,  that  the  hearts  of  the  fathers 
might  be  turned  to  the  children,  and  the  children  to  the  fathers ; 
left  God  come  and  fmite  the  earth  with  a  curie. 

O  that  you  would  dwell  more  in  your  clofets,  and  be  more 
frequcndy  and  fervently  upon  your  knees.  O  that  you  would, 
iearch  your  hearts  more  narrowly,  and  fift  them  more  throughly 
than  ever»  before  the  day  pafs  as  the  chaffy  and  the  Lord's  fierce 
anger  come  upon  you :  look  into  your  Bibles,  then  into  your 
hearts,  and  then  to  heaven,  for  a  true  difcovery  of  your  condid- 
ons  ;  and  if  this  poor  mite  may  contribute  any  thing  to  that  end, 
it  will  be  a  great  reward  of  the  unworthy  labours  of 

Thy  fervant  in  CHRIST, 

JOHN  FLAVEI-. 
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S    E    R    M    O    N      I.        ' 

Opening  the  general  Nature  of  effcSual  Application. 

1  Cor.  i.  30.  But  ef  him  are  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus,  'who  of  God  is 
made  unto  us  lyijdam^  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fanEHficaSion^ 
and  redemptim.       '      - 

HE  that  enquires  what  is  the  jud  value  and  worth  of  Chrift, 
afks  a  queftioQ  which  puts  all  the  mea  on  earthy  and 
angels  in  Jieaven,  to  an  everlafting  non-plus. 
The  higheft  attainment  of  our  knowledge,  in  this  liFe,  is  to 
know,  that  himfclf,  and  his  love  do  pafs  knowledge,  Eph.  iii. 

Bat  how  excellent  foever,  Chrift  is  in  himfclf,  what  treafures 
of  righteoufnefi  {©ever  He  in  his  blood,  and  Whatever  joy,  peace, 
and  raviftiing  comforts,  fpring  up  to  men  out  of  his  incarnation, 
bmiliatisn^  and  exaltation,  they  all  give  down  their  drftinA  be- 
nefits and  comforts  to  them,  in  the  way  of  effeSlual  application. 

For  never  was  any  wound  healed  by  a  prepared,  but  unap- 
plied plaifter.  Never  any  body  warmed  l^  the  moft  coflly  gar- 
ment made,  but  not  put  on:  Never  any  heart  refrefticd  and 
comforted  by  the  richcft  cordial  compounded,  but  not  received  r 
Nor  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  was  it  ever  known,  that 
a  poor  deceived^  condemned,  polluted,  miferable  finner,  was  aftu- 
ally  delivered  out  of  that  woful  ftate,  until  of  God,  Chrift -was 
made  unto  him,  wifdom  and  righteoufoeis,  fanAification  and 
redemption. 

For  look  *  as  the  condemnation  of  xhtjirft  Adam  pafTcth  not 
to  tfs,  except  (as  by  generation)  we  are  bis  ;  fo  grace  and  re- 
njiffion  pafs  not  from  the  fecond  Adam  to  us,  except  (as  by  re- 
generation) we  are  his.  Adam's  fin  hurts  none  but  thofe.that 
are  in  him  :  And  Chrift's  blood  profits  none  but  thofe  that  are 
in  him  :  How  great  a  weight  therefore  doth  there  hang  upon 
the  effeAual  application  of  Chrift  to  the  fouls  of  men  !  And 

P  2. 

*  Parifienfis  de  caufis,  cur  Dens  homo,  cap.  9.  ^emadmodum 
n9n  tranfit  Ada  damnatio,  ntji  per  generationem  in  carna liter  ex  eo 
generates :  Jic  non  tranjit  Chrifli  gratia,  et  peccatorujn  remiffio^ 
niji  per  regeneratienem  ad  fpiritud liter  per  ipfum  regenerates, 
Sicut  deli£ium  Adue  non  nocet,  nijifuis,  in  eo  quod/uifunt  :  Jrc  nei 
gratia  CbriJ^i  prodefi^  niftfuis^  in  eo  quod  fui  funti. 
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vrhat  is  there  In  the  whole  world  fo  awfully  folemo,  fo  greatlj 
important,  as  this  is  f  Such  i&  the  ftroot^  cooCbbtioii  relultlng 
from  it»  that  the  apoftle,  in  this  <x>atext,  offers  it  to  the  bellev- 
log  Coriiitbiaas,  as  a  fapcrabacidaot  recotapeaie  for  the  4dfi" 
cable  meannefsy  and  bafenefs  of  their  outward  coaditioa  in 
|his  world,  of  which  he  had  juft  before  fpoken  in  ver.  V\x 
98.  telliog  them,  thoqgh  the  world  coqtiemned  th^m  as  vilei, 
fooliih,  and  yeak,  yet  *'of  God  Chrift  is  made  "unto  tbefflwif- 
^*  dom  and  rlghteoufqeis,  fanQification  and  redemptioD.'* 

In  which  words  we  have  an  enumeratimi  of  the  chief  prin- 
leges  of  believers^  and  ai%  accmnt  of  the  method  wherebji  tb(qf 
^omc  to  he  inyefted  with  them  f. 

Firjly  Their  privileges  are  enumerated,  namely,  'mfdmt  rj^ 
ieou/ne/i,  fan6lification^  and  redemption^  mercies  of  tnelVunablr 
talue  In  them&lves,  and  fuch  as  refpeA  a  fourfold  mifcpy  lyiog 
upon  finfiil  Man,  mz-  ignorance^  ff^^*^  polluti^,  and  the  whok 
train  of  milerabl«  confequenoes  and  ef&fts,  let  in  upon  the  m*  •: 
ture  of  men,  yea,  the  heft  and  holieft  of  men,  by  fm.  I 

Lap(ed  man  is  not  only  deep  in  mifery,  but  grofsly  ignorant, 
both  that  he  is  fo,  and  how  to  recover  himfelf  from  it :  Sin  haA    | 
left  him  at  once  fenfelefs  of  his  ftate,  and  at  a  perfedt  lofs  about    ^: 
the  true  remedy. 

To  care  this,  Chrift  is  made  to  him  wfdom^  not  onty  by  ««-  | 
frovement  of  thofe  treafures  of  wUHom  that  are  in  himfelf,  for  ^ 
the  benefit  of  fach  jbuls  as  are  united  to  him,  as-aq  head,  coa-  j 
fulting  the  good  of  his  own  members ;  but  aifo,  by  imparting  ''. 
his  wifdom  to  them  by  the  Spirit  of  illumination,  whereby  the;  I 
come  to  difcern  both  their  fin  and  danger  ;  as  alb  the  true  wa;  j 
of  their  recxxvery  fron^  bpth,  throi^gh  the  applicatioi^  of  Chrift  tQ  I 
their  fpuls  by  faith.  j 

B^utalas!  fimpte  illumination  doth  but  increafe  our  bnrdei^  ' 
and  exafperate  our  mifery,  as  long  as  fin  in  the  guilt  of  it  is,  ei-  : 
ther  imputed  to  our  perJons  upto  condemnation,  or  receded  ^J  I 
our  confciences  in  a  way  qf  accufaVion. 

With  defign  therefore  to  remedy  and  heal  this  fore  evil,  Chrifl 

ifs  made  of  God  untoi  us  righteou/n^s^  complete  and  peifed  rigb- 

teoufnefs,  whereby  pur  obligation  to  punifhment  is  diflolved,  and 

thereby  a  (bjid  foundation  for  a  welMettled  peace  of  coafcieoce 

firmly  eftabUAed. 

Yea,  but  although  the  rempving  of  guilt  from  por  perfons 

+  He  afcribes  a  fourfold  commendatio»  of  Chrift,  w(hich  comv 
prebends -all  IHs  virtue,  and  ^1  the  jjpod  wt  receive  from  bim.  GA 
viiSt^ihp  place. 
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^  amfciences  be  an  ineftimable  mercy,  yet  alone  it  cannot 
meSU  us  cmopletely  happy :  For  though  a  man  fhould  never  be 
^aomcdfer  fin^  yet  what  ts  H  kfs  than  hell  upon  earth,  to  be  nii- 
der  the  doainioB  and  pollution  of  every  bafe  luft  \  it  is  nifery 
eooQgh  to  be  daily  defiled  by  /in»  though  a  msu^  ihpuid  never 
te  ^XKfd  for  it. 

Toooopkte  tberefore  the  happinefs  of  the  redeemed ;  Chrift 
|S  not  only  made  of  God  unto  them  ivifcbrn  and  righfen^efs^ 
the  one  curing  our  ignorance,  the  ^ther  our  guilt ;  but  he  is 
made  Jimif Ration  aife>  to  relieve  us  againA  the  dominion  an4 
poUutions  oif  our  corruptions :  ''  He  comes  both  by  water  aud 
"  l^  Wo5)d,  not  by  Wood  only,  but  by  water  alfo,"  i  John  r. 
4*  furgmg  as  well  as  pardoning :  How  complete  and  perfedt  a 
irareisChriftI 

^fiat  yet  fomething  is  required  beyond  all  this  to  make  our  hap- 
pioe&perfeA  and  entire,  wanuog  nothing ;  and  that  is  the  re- 
moval of  tba(e  doleful  effefls  and  c9n<equeBces  of  fin,  which 
(Qotwitbftanding  ail  the  forementioned  privileges  and'  mercies) 
itiU  lie  upon  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  illuminated,  juftified,  and: 
Modified  perions.  For  even  with  the  beft  and  holieflr  of  me», 
what  ifwanpG  of  vanity,  loads  of  deadnefs,  and  fits  of  oabelief, 
do  daily  appear  in,  and  oppreft  their  fouls  !  to  the  tmbittenog  . 
«f  all  the  comfprts  of  life  to  them  ?  And  how  many  difeafe^^; 
deformities,  p;uns,  opprefi  .their  bodies,  which  daily  moulder 
|way  by  them,  till  they  fall  into  the  grave  by  death,  even  as  the 
bodies  of  other  men  do,  who  never  received  fuch  privileges 
from  Chrift  as  they  do  ?  For  if  "  Chrift  be  in  us"  (as  the  apoftte 
^akSy  Rom,  viii»  10.)  **  the  body  b  dtad,  becauic  of  fin  :■* 
San£ViJicatkHi  exempts  us  not  from  mortality. 

But  from  all  thefe,  and  whatfoever  elfe,  the  fruits  and  con- 
iequences  of  fin,  Chrift  is  redemption  to  his  people  alio :  This 
feals  up  the  fum  of  mereks :  This  fo  completes  the  happinefi 
of  the  faints,  that  it  leaves  nothing  tp  defire. 

Thefe  four,  wifdom,  righteou(ne6,  fandification,  and  re* 
demption,  take  in  all  that  is  aeceflary  or  desirable,  IQ  make  a 
foci  troly  and  perfeftly  bfcfled. 

Stamittyt  We  have  here  the  method  and  5)i^y,  by  which  the 
tkA  come  to  be  invefted  with  thefe  excellent  privileges :  the 
account  whereof,  the  apoftle  gives  us  in  thefe  words,  [''Who 
*^  of  God  is  made  unto  us"J  in  which  expreflljQ,  four  things 
are  remarkable,  ^ 

^^Kft*  That  Chrift  and  his  benefits  go  infeparably  and  undi- 
Videdly  together:  it  is  Chrift  bimfelf  is  made  all  this  tmto  us: 
W^  can  bavejiO'fevkg  beilefit  ieparsite  and  apart  from  the  pcr«^ 
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fon  of  Chrift :  many  would  willingly  receive  his  privileges,  who 
will  not  receive  his  perfon ;  but  it  cannot  be;  if  we  will  have 
one,  we  muft  take  the  other  too :  Yea,  we  muft  accept  his  per- 
fon firft,  and  then  his  benefits :  as  it  is  ia  the  marriage  cove* 
Dant,  fo  it  is  here. 

Secondly,  That  Chrift  with  his  benefits,  muft  be  perfonally 
and  particularly  applied  to  us,  before  we  can  receive  any  aftaal, 
faving  privilege  by  him ;  he  muft  be  [made  unto  us2  i»  e,  par- 
ticularly applied  to  us ;  as  a  fum  of  mondy  becomes,  or  is  made 
the  ranfom  and  liberty  of  a  captive,  when  it  is  not  only  pro* 
mifed,  but  paid  down  in  his  name,  and  legally  applied  for  that 
ufe  and  end.  When  Chrift  died,  the  ranfom  was  prepared,  the 
futn  laid  d^n ;  but  yet  the  eleA  continue  ftill  in  (in  and  mkr 
ry,  notwithftanding,  till  by  effeBual  calling,  it  be  aftually  ap* 
plied  to  their  perfons,  and  then  they  are  made  free,  Rom.  v.  lo, 
II.. reconciled  by  Chrift's  death,  by  whom  "  we  have  now  xtr 
•*  ccived  the  atonement." 

Thirdly,  That  this  application  of  Chrift,  is  the  work  of  God, 
and  not  of  man:  "  Of  God  he  is  made  unto  us  :'*  The  fame 
hand  that  prepared  it,  muft  alfo  apply  it,  or  elfe  we  perifh, 
notwithftanding  all  that  the  Father  hath  done  in  contriviog, 
ai^d  appointing,  and  all  that  /the  Son  liath  done  in  executing, 
and  accomplifhing  the  defign  thus  far.  And  this  a^ual  applica- 
tion is  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  by  a  fmgular  appropriation. 

Fourthly,  and  Ii/?/v,  This  cxpreffion  imports  the  fuitable- 
nefs  of  Chrift,  to  the  neceflides  of  finners;  what  they  want, 
he  is  made  to  them ;  and  indeed,  as  money  anfwers  all  things, 
and  is  convertible  into  meat^  drink,  raiment,  phyfic,  or  what 
elfe  our  bodily  neceflities  do  ri?quire ;  fo  Chrift  is  virtually,  and 
eminently  all  that  the  neceflities  of  our  fouls  require ;  bread  lo 
the  hungry,  and  cloa thing  to  the  naked  foiil.  In  a  word,  God 
prepared,  and  furniflied  him  on  purpofe  to  anfwer  all  our  wants, 
which  fully  fuits  the  apoftle*s  fcnfe,  wheu  he  faith,  "Who  of 
'*  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  fandtificatioa 
"  and  redemption."    The  fum  of  all  is, 

Doft.  That  the  Lord  Jefus  dhrijt,  with  all  his  preeious  bene* 
JitSy  becomes  ours,  by  God's  fpecial  and  effeBual  application. 

There  is  a  twofold  application  of  our  redemption,  one  />H- 
mary,  the  other  fecondary  :  The  former  is  the.  aft  of  God  the 
Father,  applying  it  to  Chrift  our  furety,  and  virtually  to  us  in 
him ;  the  latter  is  the  a6t  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  perfonally  and 
aftually  applying  it  to  us  in  the  Work  of  convcrfipn  :  The  for- 
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mcr  hath  the  rcfpe^t  and  relation  of  an  example,  model,  or 
pattern  to  this,  aod  this  is  produced  and  wrought  by  the  virtue 
of  that.    What  was  done  upon  the  perfoo  of  Chrift,  was  Dot 
(^ly  virtually  done  upon  us,  confidered  in  him  as  a  oommon 
public  reprefentative  perfon,  ip  which  fenfe,  we  are  faid  to  die 
with  him,  and  live  with  him,  to  be  crucified  with  him,  and  bu- 
ried with  him,  but  it  was  alfo  intended  for  a  platform,  or  idea» 
of  what  is  to  be  done  by  the  Spirit,  actually  upon  our  feuls  and 
bodies,  in  our  Angle  perfons.     As  he  died  for  fm,  fo  the  Spirit 
applying  his  death  to  us  in  the  work  of  mortification^  caufes  us 
to  die  to  (in,  by  the  virtue  of  his  death  :  And  as  he  was  quick- 
ned  by  the  Spirit,  and  raifed  unto  life,  (o  the  Spirit  applying 
unto  as  the  life  of  Chrift,  caufeth  us  to  live,  by  fpiritual  vivi- 
fication.    Now  this  perfonal,  fccondary,  aod  adhial  application 
of  redemption  to  us  by  the  Spirit,  in  his  fandifying  work,  is  that 
which  I  am  engaged  here  to  difcufs,  and  open ;  which  I  fhall 
do  IB  thefe  following  proportions. 

Prop.  I.  Thi  application  of  Chrift  to  ut^  is  not  only  compre^ 
henftve  of  our  juji^ation^  but  cf  all  thofe  works  of  the  Spirit ^ 
ivhich  are  known  to  us  in  fcripture^  by  the  names  of  regenera* 
tion,  vocation,  fanSiificatisn^  and  converfion. 

Though  all  thefe  terms  have  (bme  fmall  refpeAive  differences' 
among  themfelves,  yet  they  arb  all  included  iA  this  general,  the 
(^ppfyingj  and  putting  on  of  Ghrifl>  Rom,  xiii,  14.  '*  Put  ye 
*' on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifh" 

Regeneratioii  exprcfTes  thofe  fupernatural,  divine,  new  qua- 
lities, infufed  by  the  Spirit  into  the  foul,  which  are  the  prin* 
ciples  of  all  holy  adions. 

Vocation  exprefTes  the  terms  from  which,  and  to  which,  the 
fool  moves,  when  the  Spirit  works  (avingly  upon  it,  under  the 
gofpel-call. 

SanEiification  notes  an  holy  dedication  of  heart  and  life  to 
God :  our  becoming  the  temples  of  the  living  God,  feparate 
from  all  propbane  finful  pra^ices,  to  the  Lord's  only  ufe  and 
fervicc. 

Converjton  denotes  the  great  change  itfelf,  which  the  spirit 
caufeth  upon  the  foiil,  turning  it  by  a  fweet  irrefiflable  efficacy 
from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  to  God  in  Chrift. 

Na,w  all  thefe  are  imported  in,  and  done  by  the  application  cf 
Chrift  to  our  fouls :  For  when  once  the  efficacy  of  Chrift's  death, 
and  the  virtue  of  his  refurre^tion,  come  to  take  place  upon  the 
lieart  of.  any  man,  \t  cannot  but  turn  from  fin  to  God,  and 
become  a  new  creature,  living  and  ailing  by  new  principles  and. 
roles.    So.  the  apoflle  obferKS;  <  1  Thef.  i.  5,  6.  fpeaking  of  the 
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cffeft  of  this  woi  k  of  ihc  Spirit  upoD  that  people,  **  Oar  Gof* 
••  pel  (faith  he)  came  not  to  you  iu  word  onlyi  but  in  power; 
•*  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  •/*  There  was  the  efltftual  applkauoa 
of  Chrirt  to  them,  "  And  you  became  followers  of  us,  aud 
*•  of  the  Lord,"  ver,  6.  there  was  their  efFcftual  call./  "  And 
''  ye  turned  from  dumb  idds  to  ferve  the  living  and  true  Qod," 
vcr»  9.  there  was  their  convcrfiba.  "  So  that  ye  were  en* 
•*  iamples  to  all  that  believe,"  ver.  9.  there  was  their  lUe  of 
fan<5kigcatioa  or  dedication  to  God.  '  Sd  that  all  theie  are  cotU' 
prchended  in  efFeftual  application. 

Prop.  2.  The  application  of  Chrifl  to  the  fouls  of  men^  is  that 
great  prqfc^  and  defign  of  God  in  this  vjorld,  for  the  accompli/b^ 
tnent  whereof^  alt  the  ordinances ^  and  alt  the  officers  &f  the  g^^k 
are  appointed  and  continued  in  the  ivorld. 

This  the  gofpel  exprefly  declared  to  be  its  dlreft  end,  and  die 
great  bufmefs  of  all  its  officers,  feph.  iv»  11,  12,  •'  And  he  gaW 
*'  fome  aponkr>y  and  fome  prophets,  and  fome  evangelifts,  and 
*'  ibme  paAors  and  teachef s ;  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  d 
•'  i.he  faith,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God ;  to  a  per- 
•'  feft  man,  unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  folnefsof 
'*  Chrift,"  I.  e.  the  great  aim  and  fcope  of  all  Chrift's  ordi* 
Dances  and  officers,  are  to  bring  men  into  union  with  Chrift, 
and  fo  build  them  up  to  perfeAion  in  him  :  or  to  unite  them  tOj 
and  confirm  them  in,  CbriA:  And  when  it  ftall  have  fini(hed 
this  defign,  then  (hall  the  whole  frame  of  golpel-orditiadces  be 
taken  down,  and  all  its  officers  diibanded.     ''The  kingdom^ 
{i.  e»  this  prefent  oeconomy,  manner^  and  form  of  governmeat) 
**  ihall  be  delivered  up,"  i  Cor.  xv.  24.  What  are  mioifters^ 
but  the  bridegroom's  friends,  ambafladors  for  God,  to  befeech 
men  to  be  reconciled  ?  Wh^n  therefore  all  the  ^left  arc  bropght 
home  in  a  reconciled  (late  to  Chrii^,  when  the  marriage  ot  tfad 
Lamb  is  come,  our  work  and  office  expire  together « 

Prop.  3.  ^Such  is  the  importance  and  great  concernmgnt  (fthe 
per/inai application  of  Chri/t  to  us  by  theJ$pirit,  that  ivhatfoevet 
the  Father  hath  done  in  the  contrivance^  or  the  Son  hath  done  i/t 
the  accompltjhment  (f  our  redemption^  is  all  inavailatU,  and  in' 
effe^ualy  to  our  falvation,  without  this. 

It  is  confefTedly  true,  that  God's  good  pleafurc  appbintiog 
us  from  eternity  to  falvation,  is,  in  its  kind,  amoA  full  and 
fufficient  impufjfive  caufe  of  our  falvation,  and  every  way  abld 
(for  fo.  much  as  it  is  concerned)  to  produce  its  cffcdf*  And 
Chrift's  humiliation  and  fuSerings  are  a  moft  complete,  and 
fufficient  meritorious  caufe  of  our  falvation,  to  which  nothing 
can  be  added  to  make  it  more  apt,  and  able  to  procure  ooT 
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U\n)aoAt  tliali  tt  ^r^ady  is :  Yet  Mther  ihe  ist^  Or  tile  other 

eao  aAoallf  fave  any  46ul,  Without  the  Spirit's  application  of 

Chrift  to  it:  for  where  there  arc  divtts  facial  cau/es^  or  coH' 

cau/fs,  Dcccflary  to  produce  ope  e^eA^  there  the  tfftfk  icaDDot 

be  produced^  until  the  hit  caufc  hath  wrought.    Thtts  ik  is  here^ 

the  F/itber  l\ath  elected,*  and  the  Son  hath  redeemed  ;  but  until 

tht  Spirit  (who  is  the  1^  caufe)  hath  wrought  his  part  alfe,  w« 

-cofinQt  bs  &Ved.     For  he  comes  in  the  Father's  and  in  the  Son'd 

fiaoie  aad  authority,  to  put  the  lafthand  to  the  work  of  our  faK 

nticm,  by  briagiogaM  the  fruits  of  elcAion  and  redetDption  hom^ 

to  oar  fouJs  in  this  work  of  elTeflual  vocation.'    Hence  tbd 

apoftte,  I  Pec  i.  2.  noting  theorder  of  caufes  In  their  operations^ 

for  the  bringing^about  of  our  feliratioa,  thus  ftatcs  it :  *•  EJeftj 

"  acordlng  to  the  f<H^knowledge  of  God  the  Father,  through 

"  faafttfication  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedience,  and  fprinkling  0^ 

''  the  Uood  of  Jefus  Chrift."    Here  you  find  God's  eledion  and 

Chrift'5  bJood,  the  two  gre«(t  «aufes  of  falvatioo,  and  yet  nckhtr 

of  thele  alone,  nor  both  together  can  (ave  us ;  there  mu  A  be  ad^ 

ded  the  fan^ifk^tion  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  God's  decree  te 

executed ;  aod  the  fprinkling  (i.  e.  the  perfonal  application  of 

Chrift's  blood)  «s  well  as  the  (heddlng  of  it,  before  we  can  ha^ri 

tie  facing  benefit  of  either  of  the  former  cauies. 

Propb  4.  The  application  of  Chriji,  <withhis/aving  benefits^  is 
txoBly  of  the  fame  extent  and  latitude  with  the  Father*!  eleifion^ 
and  the  &on'4  intention  in  dyings  and  cannct  pcjjibly  be  eictcnded 
to  me  foul  farther. 

'<  Wh#Bi  he  did  predeftinate,  theoi  he  alfo  called/'  Horn.  viiL 
}0.  and  Ads  xiii.  4i^.  ^*  As  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal 
^  life,  bdieved  j"  2  Tim.  i.  9.  "  Who  hath  fnvcd  atid  called 
"  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  but  ac-* . 
''  cording  to  his  own  purpofe  and  grace,  which  Was  given  us  \h 
**  Chrift  Jefus,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.** 

The  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  (betwixtwhom  was  thetouticll 
of  pc^e)  work  out  their  defigu  in  a  perfeft  hartoony  and 
coaient :  As  there  w^s  no  jar  in  their  couticil,  fb  there  can  be 
tione  in  the  execution  of  it :  thofe  whom  the  Father,  befort 
all  time,  dldchufe;  they,  and  they  only,  are  the  peribnsi  Whooi 
tlie  Son,  when  the  fulnefs  of  time  for  the  execution  of  that 
decree  was  come,  died  for,  John  xvii.  6.  "  I  Jiave  flisl&ifeOed 
**  thy  name  unto  the  men,  which  thou  gaveft  me  oist  of  the 
-**  world  5  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gaveft  them  me  ;**  and  ver* 
19.  "  For  their  fakes  Ifanftify  myfelf  ;*'  ft.  e.J  coiitecrztt,  de- 
Vote,  or  Jet  myfcif  apart  for  a  facrifice  for  them.  And  thofe  fof 
VoL.IL  <^ 
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U'bom  Chrift  dkd»  are  the  perfons  to  whom  theS]nrtt^efttiaUj 
appliqs  ihe  benefits  aod  purchafes  of  his  blood :  He  comes  in 
the  name  of  the  Father  and  Soti :  "  But  the  world  cannot  re- 
**  ceive  hUn,  for  it  neither  fees,  nor  knows  him,"  John  xiv.  17. 
/*  They  that  arc  vacx  of  Chrift's  flaccp,  believe  not,"  John  x. 

Cbiift  bath  indeed  a  fulsefs  of  faving  power,  b^t  the  difpenta* 
<tion  thereof  is  limited  by  the  Father's  will ;  therefore  he  tells 
us.  Mat.  XX.  23.  '*  It  is  not  mln^  to  give,  but  it  (haU  be  given  to 
/*  them  for  whQpi  i^t  i^s  prepared  erf  my  Father :"  In  which  words 
he  no  ways  denies  his  au^thority^  to  give  glory  as^  well  as  grace; 
only  (hews  thauin  the  difpenfation  proper  to  him,  as  Mediator, 
ke  was  limited  by  his  Father's  will  and  counleU 

And  th^s  alfo  are  the  difpcnfations  of  grace  by  the  Spirit,  ia 
like  manner,  limited,  both  by  thecounfel  and  will  of  the  Father 
and  Sgo.  For  as  he  proceecis  from  them,  ici  he  aits  in  the  adpii* 
oiAratioa  proper  to  h'un,  by  .ccHOVuflioQ  from  both.  John  ^lv> 
.26.  "  The  bdy  Ghoft  whom  the  Father  will  fend  in  my  name  j" 
^and  as  he  comes  forth  into  the  world  by  this  joint  CQmmiffioo,. 
fo  his  difpcnfations  are  limited  in  his  commi0ion ;  for  it  is  (aid, 
John  xvi.  13.  **  He  tliall  not  fpeak  of  himfelf,  but  whatfocvcr  be 
•*  (hall  hear,  that  (hall  he  fpeak;"  (u€.)  H^  ftiall  inallthingi 
2&  according  to  his  commiiCon,  which  tba  Father  and  1  have 
given  him.  ^  '     • 

\  The  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himfelf,  but  v^hat  he  feeth  the  Fa- 
ther do,  John  V.  19.  And  the  Spirit  can  do  nothing  of  himfelf, 
but  what  he  hears  from  the  Father  and  Son :  And  it  is  impofli- 
ble  it  (hould  be  otherwi(c,  confidcring  not  only  the  unity  qf  (bar 
liatnre,  but  alfo  of  their  will  and  defign.  So  that  you  fee  the 
applications  of  Chrift,  and  benefits  by  the  Spirit,  are  commen- 
surable with  the  Father's  fecret  counfel,  and  the  Son*s defign  in 
dying,  which  are. the  rule,  model,  and  pattern  of  the  Spirit's 
working.  V 

Prop.  5.  The  application  of  Chrift  to  fouls  9  fy  the  regenerating 
'ivork  of  the  Spirit^  is  that  which  makes  thejirft  interned  Sffer erne ^ 
and  (bftin^ion  among. men^ 

It  is  very  true,  that  in  refpeft  of  God's  fore-knowledge  and 
purpofe,  there  was  adiftinftion  betwixt  one  man  and  aaQther,  be- 
fore any  man  had  a  being,  one  was  taken,  another  left;  And  with 
refpeft  to  the  death  of  ChrilV,.  there  is  a  great  difFereace  betwixt 
one  and  another :  He  laid  down  his  life  for  the  (heep,  he  prayed 
.for  them,  and  not  for  the  world ;  but  ah  this  while,  as  to  any  re* 
lative  change  of  flatc,  or  real  change  of  temper,  they  are  upon 
a  level  with  the  reft  of  the  mifcrablc  world*.    The  deft  ih^m- 
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4Ifcs  arc  ** by  nature  the  children  of  wrath',  even  as  others^*' 
Eph.  ii.  3.  And  to  the  fame  purpoie  the  apodle  tells  the  Co- 
rinthians,  i  Cor.  vt.  iii  (when  he  had  given  in  that  black  biUy 
deforibing  the  moft  lewd,  profligate,  abominable  wretches  in  the 
world,  men  whole  prad^ices  did  ftink  in  the  very  noftrifs  of  ha- 
tare,aod  were  able  to  make  the  more  Ibber  Heathens  blufh;  af- 
ter this  he  tells  the  Corinthians)  ^*  And  fach  werefome  of  yon, 
*'  bat  ye  are  washed,"  6c.  q.  d,  look,  thefe  were  your  compani- 
ons once :.  as  they  are,  yon  lately  were. 

The  work  of  ihe  Spirit  doth  not  only  evideaoe,  and  manifeft 
.that  difference  which  God*selefKon  hath  made  between  men  an4 
man,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  i  ThefC  t.  4,  5.  Bnr  it  alfo  makes 
a  twofold  difierence  itfelf,  namely  in  Jaie  and  temper ;  whereby 
they  vifibly  differ,  not  only  from  other  men,  but  alfo  from  them- 
/elves:  after  this  work,  thongh  a  man  be  the  m^,  yet  not  the 
wiat  be  was.  This  work  of  the  Spirit,  makes  ns  new  creatures, 
namely,  for  quafity  and  temper,  2  Cor.  v.  17.  *•  If  any  man  be 
**  h  Chrift,  be  is  a  new  creature :  old  things  are  paftaway,  be- 
^'  hold,  all  things  are  become  new." 

Propof.  6.  The  application  cf  Chri/t,  hy  t^  work  of  regenerati^ 
ctif  is  that  which  yields  unto  men  aUthefenfibkJweetnefs^andre^ 
frfjbing  ctmrfarts,  that  they  have  in  Chriji,  and  in  all  tb<^t  he  bath 
i?w,  ft^eredy  or  purchafedforjinners. 

Ad  onfanflified  perfon  may  relifhthe  natural  fweetnefs  of  the 
creature,  as  well  as  he  thatns  fafid^ifled;  he  may  aMb  feem  to 
relifh  and  tafte  fome  fweetnefs  in  the  delicious  promifes  and  dif- 
coTeries  of  the  gofpel,  by  a  miJkppBcatkm  of  them  to  himielC. 
Bat  this  is  Kke  the  joy  of.  a  beggar,  dreaming  he  is  a  king  ;  but 
he  awakes  and  finds  himfelf  a  beggar  fHU  :  but  for  the  rational, 
folid,  and  genuine  delights,  and  comforts  of  religion,  no  man 
taftes  them,  till  this  work  of  the  Spirit  hath  iirft  paffed  upon  hit 
foul :  it  is  an  enclofed  pleafure,  a  Araoger  intermeddles  not  with 
it*  "The  white  ftone,  and  the  ne^v  name,"  (denoting  the 
pleaiant  refolts  and  fruits  of  juflifkation  and  adoption)  **  no 
"  man  knows  but  he  that  receives  it,"  Rev,  ii.  7.  There  are 
all  thofe  things  wanting  in  the  unfandlified  (though  eleft)  fonll, 
thiat  fhould  capacitate  and  enable  it  to  relifh  the  fwcetnefe  of 
Chrifl  and  religion,  namely,  propriety^  evidence^  and  fuitable* 
nefs  of  fpirit.  ^ 

Propriety  is  the  fweetefV  part  of  any  excellency ;  therefore 
Luther  was  wont  to  fay,  that  the  fweetnefs  of  the  gofpel  lay 
aoftly  in  pronouns f  as  me^  my^  thy^  &Ci  who  loved  tmc]  and 
gave  himfelf  for  me,  Gal!  ii.  20.  Chrift  Jcfos  [my]  Lord,  Phil/ 
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)iL  lit.  So  Mat,  it.  a.  <'  Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  [thy]  (m  ^ 
•»  forgir^o."    Talce  4way  proprkfy,  and  you  deflowtr  the  Tcfy 
'  ,  goffiel,  of  its  tmutj  and  d^iidoofoefs :  and  as  fMrdpriety»  ib 

Evidence  is  redtiUite  to  joy  add  cottifbrt;  yea,  fo  neceffitry, 
that  efed  btereA  ^  firoprfety  aSord  no  fcufiUe  fw^toea 
viihoat  it.  For  is  to  tamfort,  it  is  alt  ose  not  to  appear,  and 
not  to  be.  If  I  JHB  re^Ared  ia  the  book  of  lif^  and  kqov  it 
lioty  what  oqzafbrt  can  my  mitoe  there  affOrd^aK  ?  Qeikles,  % 
frapacit^te  a  ibui  for  the  fwcetneft  asd  comfort  ctf  Cbrift  thefl^ 
Is  Afoan^reedfe  temper  of  fpirit  required ;  for  how  gmi  Chrift 
be  (weet  to  that  itiao's  fiml,  whofe  thoughts  relaAate,  de(£a^ 
pr  oauieate  fo  holy  aod  pi^re  an  objeA  f  Now,  all  thefe  reqoifitls 
feeing  the  fi0p9t  eifeds  aqd  friitts  of  the  ^>trit's  fafl^ifyiQg> 
peratioBS  upon  qs,  it  is  beyond  controversy  that  the  cqufolatkHls 
of  ChriA  cahoot  be  talked,  iiaty  the  applicactOD  of  Cbrift  be  firft 
pade. 

Propof;  7.  Theapp&eaHon  rf  drift  tdtie/ml^iffualiy,  theit^ 
ii  be  fat  far  wr^^ht  in  thefirfifa%Mg  tifirk  of  the  Sfirit,  as  tjt' 
fy  tdentitfe  the  foul  to  Ckrift^  and  fame  it  f rem  tk^  danger  ofptrxfa^ 
ftqij  yet  it  is  a  wofri  graduatfy  adnanfing  in  tie  bekfver*s  Joul^ 
wifi^  it  aH^,  ^  thitjide  heaven  and  glory ^ 

It  i|  tcae,  indeed*.  thatChrift  is  perfe^ly  and  cotsfdetely  sp^ 
plied  tQ  the  fqul  in  the  (irft  a&,  for  righteottfoeiSf  «'  JaHifio^- 
^*  tiop  Mug  a  rehtti^  chaog^c '♦y  properly  admits  no  d^ree^ 
^  bttt  is  per^s&ed  together*  and  at  ooce,  in  ooe  only  ajt ;  thd^ 
^'  as  ao  fts  Q^niieftation,  and  fen&,  it  hath  various  degrees:*^ 
But  thei^^&rafvmof  phriil  tpus^  forwifdom,  aod  iao^ifrcatl* 
fOi  it  i|ot  perfected  in  pne  fingle  2^1  bi;|t  fifes  by  m^nyy  and  tM^ 
ikgrees  to  its  jiift  perffflioa. 

Aid  thspugh  we  are  truly  faid  to  be  come  to  Chrift  when  we 
fiift  belieye,  John  vi,  35.  yet  the  foul  after  that  is  fiill  coming  til 
liiai  by  farther  ^&%  of  faith,  1  Pet.  ii.  4.  '*  To  whom  Ccoming] 
*^  as  nQto  a  Uviog  flane  s^^  tbefarticfy  notes  a  continued  moticnii 
Iqr  which  the  feul  gains  ground,  and  ftill  gets  nearer  aod  near* 
cr  to  Chrift  i  growmg  iiill  more  inwardly  acqnaineed  with  blm« 
The  knowledge  of  Chrift  grows  upon  the  ibul  as  the  mornings 
light,  from  its  firft  fprtog,  to  the  perfeft  day,  PrOv.  iv.  18.  every 
grace  qf  the  Spirit  grows,  if  not  fenfibly,  yet  really ;  fear  it  is  id 
fjilcerning  the  growth  of  fanAificatiqn,  as  it  is  in  diicerniog  tb^ 

♦  Mr/fef  f^frie  dtSii)i  gradiijf  admittit,  fad  ukleo  aBuJtmul  a^ 
Jhtel  e^fiit  ftrfe&di  quitimHi  qmadmeiH\ftJiati9Htmy  fanjuni^  ^ 
'ifeOa^  meiuiahtgradut.    A^ef. 
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growth  eFpltnt»^-  which  we  percem  ntthtr  crevifff,-piam  ere* 

Joere ;  to  have  growo>  than  to  grow.    Aod  ad  it  thri  yc  s  iu  the  foul^ 

by  (keper  radicatkNis  of  the  habits,  ud  nort  pFonpntude  and 

fptfitaaliry  ia  th^  afiiogs;  foChrilV,  aodthe  foal^  proportiona- 

bly,  dofe  more  and. more  inwardljr,  aod:Yffica£iQunj,  tlitat  laft 

it  ji  wiurily  iwaUowed  sp  Jn  Ghriil't  foil  Aad^Jcrfeft  enjoym^m. 

Propof.  &,  /!4/?/k>  Aiih9ugh  the  ftath"^  privileges  and  henefiu 

firementkHed  ar€  aU  ttuly  and  really  Imfio^ed  wMChri/i  upofi  he'- 

beverStyet  they  are  not  e9mnmnUi»t4d  U  tkemin  Me  and  thefatne 

Viay  and  manner  :  but  different ly^  and  diverfiy,  tu  their  re fpelitve 

natures  do  te^ire* 

Tliefe  fojar  ilioftrioas  benefits  are  conveyed  fron  Chrift  to  x» 
h  three  difKxent  ways  and  methods »  his  righteoQliBcfs  is  made 
oors  by  imputation  i  his  wifdom  aod  iinidlifiaidoE  byrenvvaiion  t 
Jus  redemption  by  our  ghrifieation» 

I  kaow  the  cammimicatioo  of  Cbrift's  righceonfuers  to  at  b|^ 
iopatation,  is  not  only  denied,  bnt  f  TcoflEed  at  by  Papilh ;  who 
own  no  fighteonfoefs,  bat  what  is  (at  ieaft)  coafoonded  with 
that  which  ]$  Inherent  in  its;  aodfor  «/K/i}/fW  (blatphemoofly 
filled  by  them  putative)  righteonliiefs  (  they  flatly  deoy  it, 
ftod  look  qpoQ  it  as  a  moftabfttrd  doftrine,  everywhere  ei^* 
desrouring  to  load  it  with  thefe  and  focfa  like  abfordities.  Th«c 
ifGod  impotes  Chrifi*s  ligbteotfae&'ioihe  belterer,  and  ac- 
cspts  what  Chrtft  hath  performed  for  htm,  at  if  he  had  petfor* 
ncd  it  him&lf ;  then  we  may  be  acGoomed  as  rii^hteoosas  Chrifl. 
Then  we  may  be  the  redeemers  of  the  world;  Falfe  and  gronnd* 
Mi  Gonfeqaences ;  as  if  a  man  {hoald  fay,  my  debt  is  paid  by 
by  forety,  therefore  i-  am  as  rich  as  he*  **  When  we  fay  the 
**  rightepufnefs  of  Chrift  is  made  ours  by  impotation  it  we  thiidt 
'*  not  it  is  made  oars  according  to  iu  univer^  value,  Jburaceord* 
'^  ing-to  our  partieniar  neceffity  :  not  to  make  others  righteous 
"  bnt  to  make  us  fo:  not  that  we  have  iormal.iatrinfical  rlgh- 
"  teoufnefsof  Ghfiil  la  «s,  as  it  isiii  iiim,  but  a  relative rfghte- 
"  oufnefs,  which  makes  us  righteotrs,  «ven  as  he  is  righteoHS, 
•^  not  as  to  the  quaocityy  but  as  to  the  truth  of  it ;  nor  is  it  im- 
*'  paced  eg  us,,  as  though  Cfarift  deiigned  to  make  us  the  cau/e^r 

t  A  phantom  fprun^  of  LuthiFr's  briia.  Staphtpn* 
X  N^f^  formaii  int^lnfesa  juflitia^  fid  retativa :  ft&n  ^ucad 
^uantitatef/i  fid  veritatem ;  Jit  enimfinita  applicatio  infinitae  juf- 
^itiae :  Ji  aliter^  tK^ue  jufti  fjfemui  ut  Chriftui^  at  n^n  :  jtiftitia 
^^rifli/fit  ncftruy  t^of?  qucad  umvetfaUni  xwlorem,  fid  partigulartm 
PectJ/ttatem ;  et  impututur  nobii^  njsm  ut  eg^fn  Jahaiianis^  fid  Ut 
ftd^jeaisfalvandtj.    Bradlh.  4e  Jnftificat. 
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**  of  (alTation  to  others,  but  the  fuhjeSls  of  falvatlon  owfelyes  f 
it  is  inhejively  in  him»  communicatively  it  becomes  onts;  by 
impatation,  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam  becomes  ours,  and  the 
fame  way  the  righteoufaefs  of  the  fecond  Adam  becomes  oars, 
Rom.  V,  17.  This  way  the  Redeemer  became  fmfor  us,  and 
this  way  we  are  made  the  righteoufaefs  of  God  in  him,  2  Cor. 
V.  2 1.  This  way  Abraham  the  Father  of  believers  was  juftified, 
therefore  this  way  all  believers,  the  children  of  Abraham,  moil 
be  juflHied  alio,  Rom.  iv.  22,  23.  And  thus  is  Chrift'sriglite- 
oufnefs  mfade  oars. 

But  10  conveying  and  commnnlcatiog  his  wt/dom,  and  fanEH' 
Jlcatim,  he  takes  another  method,  for  this  is  not  imputed,  bat 
really  imparted,  to  us,  by  the  tUnminating  and  regenerating  work 
bf  the  Sphit:  thefe  are  graoes  really  inherent  in; us :  our  righ- 
teoufaefs comes  froip  Chfift,  z^zfurety^  but  our  holinefs  comes 
from  lum,  as  a  quickening  bead,  fending  vital  influences  into  aU 
bis  members. 

Now  thefe  gractons  habits  being  fubjefted  and  iedted  id  the 
fouls  of  poor  imperfeft  creatures,  whofe  corruptions  abide  and 
work  in  the  very  feme  facuhies  where  grace  hath  its  refidcBce, 
it  cannot  be,  that  our  ikndlification  (hould  b^  {o  perfeft  and 
compkte,  as  our  juftification  is,  which  inheres  only  in  Chrift.  * 
See  Gal.  v.  1 7.  Thus  are  rigbteoufuefs,  and  fan  Aification,  com- 
municated and  made  ours :  but  then. 

For  redefhption,  that  is  to  fay,  abfblutje  and  plenary  deliver- 
ance frotb  all  the  fad  remains,  efFc&$,  and  coni^quents  of  fin, 
both  upon  foul^nd  body ;  this  is  made  ours,  (or,  to  keep  to  the 
terms)  Chrifi  is  made  redemption  to  us  by  glorification :  then,  and 
not  biefore,  are  thefe  miferable  effefts  removed ;  we  put  off 
thefe  together  with  the  body.  So  that  look,  :i$  j unification  cures 
the  guilt  of  fin,  TLnd/anSfification  the  dominion  aud  power  of  fiQ) 
fo  glorification  removes,  together  vnth  its  exiftence  and  being, 
all  thofe  mi/eries  which  it  let  in  (as  at  a  flood-gate)  upon  out 
whole  man,  Eph.  vi  26,  27. 

And  thus  of  God,  Chrift  is  made  unto  us  |  wifdom  and  righ- 
te^nfo^fs,  fanAi6cation  and  redemption";  namely,  by  imputad- 
OD,  regeneration,  and  glorification. 

I  (hall  next  improve  the  point  m  fome  ufeful  inferences. 
Inference  i .  Learn  from  hence  yshat  a  naked^  dejtitute,  and 

II  6i;t  it  is  faid  he  is  nlade  uuto  us,  wifdom,  ri^hteoufiiefs,  faoc* 
tification  and  redemption,  therefore  any -worth  or  merit  in  us  ex- 
duded.  Whence  it  likewife  follows,  that  we  were  foolilh,  unrighr 
leous,  unholy,  and  flaves  of  the  DeTil. 
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•  empty  things  a  poor  firmer  is,  in  his  naturaland  unregeneratt 
fate. 

He  18  one  that  naturally,  and  iaherently,  hath  neither  wif- 
dom,  Dorrighreonfaefs,  (anftificaticHi»  nor  redemption;  all  thefe 

mail  come  from  without  himreif,  even  from  ChriA ;  who  is 

made  all  this  to  a  fmner,  or  eife  he  maft  eternally  peri(h. 

As  flo  creature  (in  refpe£b  of  external  abilities)  comes  under 
more  natural  weaknefs  into  the  world  than  man,  naked,  and  emp* 
%  aod  more  (hiftlefs  and  belplefs  than  any  other  creature  t  io 
it  is  with  his  foul,  yea,  much  more  thaQ  fo :  all  oar  excellencies 
are  borrowed  excellencies,  no  reafon  therefore  to  be  proud  of 
any  of  them;  1  Cor.  i\^.  7.  ^'  What  haft  thou  that  thou  haft  not 
**  received  ?  Now,  If  thou  didft  rec«ive  it,  why  doft  thou  glo* 
'*  rj^as  if  thou  badft  not  received  it  ?"  9.  d.  What  intolera* 
t)le  iofoknce,  and  vanity,  would  it  be  for  a  man,  that  wears  the 
licb  and  coAIy  robe  of  Chrifi's  rigt^ieoufnefs,  in  which  there  is 
not  one  thread  of  his  own  fpinning ;  but  all  made  hffree-gracet 
aod  not  by /ree-wiUs  to  jet  proudly  up  and  down  the  world  in 
it,  as  if  himfelf  had  made  it ;  and  he  were  beholdea  to  none  for 
if .'  0  man  I  thine  excellencies,  whatever  they  are,  are  borrow- 
ed from  Chrift,  they  oblige  thee  to  him,  but  he  can  be  no  more 
obliged  to  thee,  who  weareft  them,  th^n  the  fan  is  obliged  to 
him  that  borrows  its  light,  or  the  fountain  to  him.. that  4^aws 
its  water  for  his  ufe  and  benefit. 

And  it  hath  ever  been  the  care  of  holy  men,  when  they  have 
viewed  their  own  gracious  principles,  (x  bed  performances,  fkill 
todifclaim  themfelves,  and  own  free-grace,  as  the  foie  author  of 
til.  Thus  holy  Paul  viewing  the  principles  of  divine  life  in  him- 
k\f,  (the  richeft  gift  beftowol  upon  man  in  this  world  by  Jefus 
Chrift)  haw  doth  he  renounce  himfelf,  and  deny  the  leaft  part 
of  die  praiie  and  glory  as  belon^ng  to  him.  Gal.  it.  2o.  '^Now 
t*  I  live,  yet  not  I ;  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  :"  and  fo  for  the 
beft  duties  that  ever  he  performed  for  God  ;  (and  what  mere 
man  ever  did  more  for  God  ?)  Yet  when,  in  a  j  aft  and  necefla* 
ry  defence,  he  was  dconftrained  to  mention  them,  i  Cor.  xv.  10. 
W  carefully  is  the  like  ITet  not  /]  prefently  added  >  '*  I  la- 
"  beared  more  abundantly  than  they  all,  yet  not  I ;  but  thp 
'*  grace  of  God  whiph  was  with  me." 

Well  then,  let  the  ienfe  of  your  own  emptincfs  by  nature; 
humble,  and  oblige  you  the  more  to  Chrift,  from  whom  yoa 
receive  all  you  have. 

lofer.  2,  Hence  we  are  informed,  that  none  can  claim  benefit 
ty  imputed  righteoufnefs,  but  thofe  only  that  Ihe  in  the  power  cf 
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inherent  Mirufi :  to  vihmfoever  Chriji  is  maA  right itfyfncfs,  U   ' 
him  he  aif&  is  made  fanBiJication. 

The  gofpcl  hath  not  the  Icaft  favour  for  Kceotiottfiiefs»  his 
every  w^ay  at  carefal  tp  prefs  men  to  their  duties  as  to  inAfuft 
tbem  in  their  priYilegcs,  Tit.  tii.  8.  *•  This  is  a  faithtul  faying;* 
«*  aixd  tbefe  things  I  will  that  you  affirm  conOantly ;  that  tfaty 
'^  which  have  believed  in  God,  might  be  careful  to  maioraia 
**  good  works."  it  is  a  loofe  principle,  Jlivnlged  by  lihertintt^ 
to  the  reproach  of  Chrift,  and  his  goipel,  that  (an^ification  Is 
not  the  evidence  of  our  juftification.  And  Chrift  is  as  much 
wronged  by  them  who  feparate  holinefs  from  righteoufnefs  (as 
if  a  fenfual  vile  life  were  coofiilest  with  a  juHified  ftate)  as  he  is 
in  the  contrary  extrcnw,  by  thole  who  confound  Chrift's  rightc- 
ouihefs  with  man^s  holinefs,  ia  the  point  of  joftification ;  or  that 
owB  no  oither  righteonfaefs,  but  what  is  inherent  in  tbemfelves. 
The  former  opinion  makes  him  a  doak  for  fin,  the  latter  a 
needlefs  f^crifice  tor  fin. 

It  is  true,  our  ikn^ification  cannot  juftify  us  before  God; 
but  what  then^  cannot  it  evidence  our  juAification  before  men? 
Is  tb€rc  no  oeceffity,  or  ufe  for  holinefs,  becaufe  it  hath  nohaod 
19  oiir  juftification  ?  Is  the  preparation  of  the  foul  for  beavea, 
by  altering  its  frame  and  temper,  nothing  \  Is  the  glorifying  ojf 
our  Redeemer,  by  the  exerdfcs  of  grace  in  the  world,  nothing? 
Doth  the  work  of  Chrift  render  the  work  of  the  Spirit  needkfs? 
God  forbid  :  **  He  came  not  by  blood  only,  but  by  water  alfo," 
1  John  V.  6.     And  when  the  apoftJc  faith,  in  Rom.  iv.  5,  '•  But 
"  unto  him  that  Worjccth  not,  tmt  believeth  on  him  that  jufli- 
"^th  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs:** 
tbWcope  of  it  is  neither  to  eharaftcrixe  and  defcribe  the  juftified 
pcrfon,  as  one  that  is  lazy,  aod  ilothful,  and  hath  no  mind  to 
worl?,  or  rebellious  and  refraftory,  refufing  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  God;  but  to  reprefent  him  as  an  humbled  fioricr,  who 
is  convinced  of  his  inability  to  work  out  his  own  nghreoufneis 
by  the  law,  and  fees  all  his  endeavours  to  obey  the  law  fall  fhort 
of  righieoufDeis,  and  therefore  is  faid,  in  a  law-fcnfc,  mttowork^ 
becaufe  he  doth  not  work   fo  as  to  anfwer  the  purpo^  and 
^d  of  the  law,  which  accepts  of  nothing  beneath  perfeA  cfce- 
dieoce. 

And  when  (in  the  fame  text)  the  uni^odly  arc  faid  to  be  jo- 
fiified,  that  cbarader  delcribes  not  the  tet^nper  and  frame  of 
their  hearts  and  lives,  after  their  juflificaton,  but  what  it  wa» 
before,  hot  as  it  leaves,  but  as  it  found  them  K 

*  God  juftifies  the  ungodly  antecedently  not  confequently.     Par. 
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lofer.  Ji  itovf  anreafonable,  ^md  worfe  than  hntti/lk,  is  tie  Jilt 
i^h^lityi  by  which  thcjinner  rejeds  Chrifi^  and  with  him  att 
th^c  mrcies,  and  benefits,  which  alone  can  reliei)e  and  cure  bit 
ndftry!  .      .      •     : 

He  is  by  oatiire  bllad  and  ignor^t*  and  yet  refiifes  ChrUI^ 
vfao  comes  to.  him  wttb  heavenly  light  aod  wiliioin :  he  is  cod^ 
ikmoed  by,the  terrible  fenteoce  of  the  law  to  ete^al  wrath,  9XA 
yejt.rejedsChrifty.  who  readers  to  him  complete  and  perfeft 
ligilteparQers :  he  is  wholly  polluted  and  pluagqd  into  origioal 
aod  aftual  pollatijoas  of  nature  and  [^raAice,  yet  will  bavtt 
oooepfChrift,  whp  would  become  faa£ti£icatioa  to  him.  tit 
is  opprefled  in  foul  and  body,  wi^hjthe  deplorable  cflefts  and 
cileries  fin  hath  brought  upon  him,  and  yet  is  fi>  in  love  with 
lii$  bondage,  that  he  will  neither  accept  Ghrift,  nor  the  redemp- 
tion be.brhigs  with  him  to  iinners. .         . 

0 !  what  mongers,  what  beads,  hath  fin  tamed  its  fiibje^^ 
lotoi  *'  You  will  not  come  to  me«  that  ye  may  have  life,'*  Joha 
V.  40.  Sin  hath  ftabbed  the  finner  to  the.  heart,  the  wounds 
are  all  mor^,^tcrnal  death  is  in  his  face ;  Chrift  hath  prepared 
the  oply  pl^iOer  that  can  cure  his  wounds,  but  he  will  not  fuf; 
fer  him  to.apply  it  t«  He  a£ls  like  one  in  love  With  deilth,  and 
that  judges  it  fweet  to  peri(h.  So  Chrift  tells  us,  Prov.  viii*  . 
.3I  <<  All  they  that  hate  me,  love  death  :'*  not  to  itfelf,  but  in 
its  caules.;  with  which  it  is  inCeparably  cpnnededt  They  are 
^oth  to  burn,  yet  willing  to  fin ;  though  fin  kindle  thoie  ever^ 
iaftiag  flames.  So  that  in  two  things  the  unbeliever  (heWs 
himfelf  worfe  than  brutidi,  he  cannot  think  of  damnation,  th^ 
effeft  of.  fin,  without  horror ;  and  cannot  yet  think  of  fin,  the 
tattfe  of  daomatioq,  without  pleafqre;  he  is  loth  to  perifli  to 
all  eterpity  without  remedy,  and  yet  refuses  and  declines  Chrift 
as  jf  he  were  an  enemy,  who  only  can  and  would  deliver  hiffii 
from  that  eterpal  perditioiH  . 

',  How  do  iti^a.3[ft  therefore,  as  if  they  Were  in  lol^e  with  thfcir 
/Diwa  ruin  1  Manv  poor  Wretches  now  in  the  way  to  hell,  iirbac 
^  hard  flilft  do  they  make  to  daft  themfelves  away  J  Chrift 
fiieets  them  maoy  times Jn  the  ordinances,  where  they  ftudiouiV 
ly  (hun  him:  many  times  checks  them  in  their  way  by  convic- 
tions, which  they  ;M£e  atl  hard  fiuft  to  overcome  aild  conquer, 

t  Not  that  atty  one  is  fp  mad,  asoviliingly  and  kiiowingly  to  love 
I  ^th,  which  we  all  naturally  abhor ;  but  becaiife  that  is  the  fmif 
I    of  dcTpiGiig  the  wifdom  of  Godi  whieh  at  length  brings  duth  on  Ut« 

Vot.IL  I. 
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Oh  how  willing  are  they  to  accept  a  cure»  a  beuefit,  a  remedy, 
for  aay  thing  but  their  fouls !  You  fee  then  that  fioners  (canDO^ 
((hould  they  ftudy  all  their  days  to  do  themfelvesa  mifchtef)» 
take  a  readier  courfe,to  undo  themCblves,  than  by  rejeftipg 
Chrift  in  his  gracious  oi&rs. 

Surely  the  fm  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is  kjfs  thsm  this  fin* 
Mercy  itielf  is  e3Larperate4  by  it,  and  the  damnation  of  foch  a$ 
rejed  ChriA,  (fo  prepared  for  them,  with  whatever  they  Ded» 
aiKl  b  ferioufly  and  frequently  offered  to  them  upon  the  knee 
of  goipel  entreaty),  is  juft,  inevitable,  and  will  be  more  intol^ 
rable  than  any  in  the  world  befide  them.  It  is  jufi,  for  the  fio* 
ner  bath  but  his  own  option,  or  chqice :  he  is  but  come  to  the 
end  which  he  was  often  told  his  way  would  bring  him  to.  It 
is  inevitable,  for  there  is  no  other  way  to  falvation,  but  that 
which  is  rejeQed.  And  it  will  be  more  intolerable  than  the 
damnation  of  others,  becaule,  neither  Heathens  nor  devils,  ever 
aggravated  their  fins  by  fu(^  an  horrid  circumftanc^,  as  the 
wilful  refufing  of  fnch  an  apt,  offered,  and  only  remedy. 

Infer.  4.  IVhat  a  tremendous  fymftom  of  Vfrath^-andfai  cba*^ 
raster  of  death,  appears  upon  that  man*s  font,  to  which  no  ef" 
fe^ual  application  of  Chrift  can  he  made  by  the  gofpeL  t  ^ 

dhrift,  with  his  benefits,  is  frequently  tendered  to  them  ia 
the  gofpel ;  they  have  been  befeeched  once  and  again,  upon  the 
knee  dF  importunity,  to  accept  him,  thofe  entreaties  and  per- 
fuafions  have  been  urged  by  the  greateQ  arguments,  the  command 
of  God,  the  love  of  Chrifl,  the  inconceivable  happine&  or  mi^ 
iery  which  unavoidably  follow  the  accepting  or  rejeAingof  thofe 
offers,  and  yet  nothing  will  zfft£k  them  :  all  their  pleas  for  10- 
lidelity  have  been  over  and  over  confuted,  their. reafons-aod 
confciences  have  ftood  convinced ;  they  have  been  fpeechle& 
as  well  as  Chriftlefs ;  not  one  found  argument  i^  found  with 
them  to  defei^d  their  infidelity:  they  confefs  in  general,  tbst 
fuch  comfes,  as  theirs  are,  lead  to  dcfiruditm.  They  will 
yield  them  to  be  happy  fouls  that  are  in  Chrift;  and  yet,  when 
it  comes  to  the  pcnnt,  their  own  clofing  with  him,  nothiog 
will  do;  all  arguments,  all  entreaties,  return  to  us  without  fuc- 
cefs. ,      . 

jLord!  what  is  the  reafon  of  this  unaccountable  obflioaef^ 
I9  jOther  things  it  is  not  fo :  if  they  befick,  they  are  fb  far  from 
ireje^g  a  pbjffician  that  o&rs  hiinfelf,  that  they  willieml,  afld 
fray«  and  pa^  bim  toa  If  they  be  arrefted  for  debt,  and  any 
^one  will  be  a  furety,  and  pay  thdr  debts  for  them,  words  m 
hardly  expreft  ti^  fenfe  they  have  of  fuch  a  kindnefs:  boc 
llv^ugb  Chrift  wwtd  te  toth  a  phy fician  and  furety,  and  wfaat* 
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ever  t]k  dieir  needt  require,  they  will  radifir  perifi  to  eterni- 
ty, tbax&ticcept  him.  What  may  we  fear  to  be  the  reafim  of 
tius,  but  becaafe  they  are  not  of  Chrift's  (heep,  Jcrfia  x.  aS/ 
The  Lord  open  the  eyes  of  poor  fioners^  to  apprehend  not 
coly  how  great  a  fmybnt  how  dreadful  a  iigQ»  this  is. 

Infer.  5.  ^Cbrift^  with  all  Ins  kenffits^  bemadiWirs^  fy  GoJ^s 
fecial  appHcatwh^  what  a  day  dfmtrcies  then  is  the  day  of  cm* 
ff$rfm!  what  multitudes  rf  choice  bkffings  vifit  the  converted   ^ 
^  in  that  day  i 

"  This  day,  (laith  Ck-ift  to  Zacdiens,  Lake  xix.  9),  is  fal- 
"  ntion  come  to  this  hoofe.  In  this  day,  Chrift  cometh  into 
the  feol,  and  he  comes  not  empijr>  but  brings  with  him  all  hia 
treafofesof  wifdom,  and  righteoa&efs,  fiin£tifiGation.and  redemp* 
tioo.  Trcx>p8  of  mercies  yea,  of  the  beAof  merdes,  come  with 
him.  It  is  a  day  of  fmgul^  ghdnefs  and  joy  to  the  heart  of 
Chrift,  when  he  is  efponfed  to,  and  received  by  the  believing 
find ;  it  is^  coronation-day  to  a  king.  So  yon  read.  Cant,  lit* 
II.  **  Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  king  Solo* 
**  moo  with  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother  crowned  hun  io 
^*  the  day  of  his  efpoufals,  and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefi  of  hia 
«hcart/^ 

Where,  ander  Ae  type  of  Solomon  in  liis  greateft  magnifi* 
cence  and  glory,  when  the  royal  diadem  was  fet  upon  his  head» 
asd  the  people  ftionted  for  joy,  ib  that  the  earth  did  ring  again, 
is  ihadowed  out  the  joy  of  Chrtft*s  heart,  when  poor  foujs,  by 
their  high  eftimation  of  him,  and  confent  to  his  government,  do, 
as  it  were,  crown  him  with  glory  and  honour,  and  make  his 
heart  glad. 

Now,  if  the  day  of  our  dpoulab  to  Qirift,  be  the  day  of  the 
gladaefe  of  his  heart,  and  he  reckons  himfdf  thus  honoured  and 
^orified  by  us,  wl»t  a  day  of  joy  and  gladneis  ihould  it  be  to 
oar  hearts,  and  how  (hould  we  be  tranfported  with  joy,  to  fee 
a  King  from  heaven^  with  all  his  treafures  of  grace  and  glory, 
befiowiog  himfelf  freely,  and  everlafiiogly  upon  us,  as  our  por* 
tioQ !  No  wonder  Zacdieus  came  down  joyfully,  XAike  xix.  6. ; 
that  the  eunuch  went  home  rejoicing,  Ads  viii.  29.;  that  the 
jaylor  rejoiced,  believing  in  God  with  all  his  houfliokl,  AAs  xvi; 
34. ;  that  they  that  were  converted,  did  eat  their  meat  with 
giadnefs,  praifiog  God,  Afts  ii.  41,  46.;  that  ^crc  was  great 
joy  among  them  of  Samaria,  when  Chrift  came  among  them  in 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  A6ls  viii.  5,  8,^  I  &y,  it.  is  na 
wonder  we  read  of  fuch  joy  acccMnpanying  Chrift  bto  the  ibol. 
When  we  confideri  th^t,  in  one  day,  fe.many  bkiSngs  meet  io« 

R  «•/.    .  ••    ^ 
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gether  in  it,  the  lead  of  which  is  not  to  be  ocd^iig^  for  all  the 
Idngdoms  rf  this  world,  and  the  glory  of  them.  Eteri^it;  Ufdf 
will  but  fuffice  to  blefe  God  for  tiie  mcrciss  of  this  one  day. 

Infer,  6.  If  Chrift  he  piade  all  this  to  every  Jhih  unto  ^hm  k 
is  effeduaUy  applied^  lubat  cmtfe  then  have  th^e  fiub^  thai  at^ 
under  the  preparatory  'work  ef  the  Spirit ^  and  eace  ^ome  nigh  ta 
Chri/t,  and  all  his  benefits^  to  ftretch  out  their  hands,  with  vehi* 
ment  defire^  to  Chri/ty  ajidgive  him  the  mofi  importunate  invitA^ 
turn  into  their  fouls  / 

The  whole  world  is  diAingnifliable  into  three  dafles,  or  (oris 
of  paribus  :  foch  as  are  far  from  Chrijls  fuch  as  are^  ncft  fir 
from  Chrifi  i  and  fu^  as  are  in  Chrijf.    They  that  are  ia 
Chrifl,  have  heartily  received  him.   Snch  as  dre  far  from  Ghri((  8 
vrSd  not  opfn  to  him ;  their  hearts  are  faft^  barred  by  ignorancei 
prejudice^  and  unbtelicf  2^ainft  him :  But  thofd  that  are  come 
Udder  the  preparat(^  ^vorkings  of  the  Spirit,  nightoChrifti 
who  fee  their  own  indifpedfible  neteflSty  of  him;  and  hi^ftit^ 
liblenefs  to  their  neceC^es,  in  whom  aUb  ^couraging  hopesfee- 
gm  to  ds^wn,  and  thefa:  ibuls  are  waiting  at  the  fodt  of  God  fof 
power  tp  receive  him,  for  an  heart  to  doTe  fidcerely  and  m- 
vcrfally  with  \iim;  Oh  wb^t  vehement  defires!  what  Sf^k 
pleas  1  what  moving  arguments  (hould  fpch  (ierfoils  urge,  aQ4 
plead  to  win  Chrift,  and  get  pofleffioq  of  hlmi  they  ^re  id 
iight  of  their  only  remedy;  Chrift  and  falvation  are  come  to 
their  very  doors:  there  wants  but  a  few  things  to  mak^  them 
blefled  for  ever.    This  is  the  day  in  which  their  ibuls  are  exer- 
Ciled  between  hopes  and  fears :  Mow  th^y  are  much  aloip^  an4 . 
deep  in  thouphtfulnefs,  t)iey  weep  and  make  fuppiication  for 
a  heart  to  be&eve,  and  that  ^gainft  the  great  difix>uragemeats 
vith  which  they  encounter.  .   ■ 

Reader,  if  this  be  the  afe  of  thy  foul,  it  will  not  be  the  kail 
piece  of  fervice  I  can  do  foi*  thee,  to  fu^eft  ftich  pleas  as  m  this 
cak  are  proper  to  be  urged  €or  the  attainment  dF  thy  defires^ 
and  the  dofing  of  the  match  between  Chrift  and  thee. 

FiVyf ,  Plead  the  absolute  nece(Bty  whi^h  now  drives  thee  t<k 
thrift :  Tell  hifii  thy  hope  is  utterly  perilhcd  ia  all  other  re* 
fuges.  Thou  art  come  like  a  ftarving  beggar  to  the  laft  door 
wi  hope.'  Tell  him  thou  now  beginneft  to  fee  the  abfoiute  tsk 
Ceffity  of  Chrift.  Thy  body  hath  not  fo  mudi  need  of  bread, 
imter,  or  air,  as  thy  foul  h*ath  of  Cbrift ;  and  that  wiidom  and 
righteoufnefs,  fan3ification  and  redemption;  that  are  in  him.  ' 

SeconMy^  Plead  the  Father's  gracious  defign  in  forniOiing  an() 
lending  him  into  the  world,  and  his  own  defign  in  accepting  the 
Father's  a^    Ifi^i  Jefos^  waft  %^p  oqt ''  anQi9te4  ta  pr^ict^ 
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^*  good  tidiog9^to  the  meek,  to  biod  up  the  brokea«hearted,  and 
f  CO  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  openiDg  of  the  prifoa 
**  to  them  that  are  boand?"  Ifa.  Ixi.  i|  3.  Behddanobjeft  iuitabte 
to  thine  office :  whilfV  I  was  ignbrant  of  my  condttioo,  I  had  a 
proud  rebellious  heart,  but  cooviAion  and  (elf-acquaintance  have 
Dov  melted  it :  my  heart  was  harder  thaU  the  nether  mili-f>one» 
and  it  was  as  eafy  to  diflblve  the  obdure  rocks,  as  to  thaw  and 
meir  my  heartfor'fiu ;  but  now  God  hath  made  my  heart  foft, 
I  fenfiWy  feel  the  mifery  of  my  condition.  I  once  thought  my- 
(blfatperfeA  liberty,  but  now  I  fee  what  I  conceited  to  be  perfect 
fiberty,  is  perfeft  bondage;  and  never  did  a  poor  priibner  figh 
for  deliverance, more  than  I,  Since  then  thoo  haft  given  me  a 
ibal  dius  qualified,  though  (IHi  unworthy,  for  the  exercife  of 
Ihiae  office,  and  execution  of  thy'commiffi<m  ;  £ord  Jefus,  be, 
according  to  thy  name, a jfefusuntome. 

Thirdly,  Plead  the  unlimited  and  general  invitation  made  to 
fucb  fouls  a»  yon  are,  to  come  to  Chrift  freelyJ  Lord^  thoa 
liaft  made  open  proclamation ;  '*  Ho^  every  one  that  thirftetb, 
**  come  ye  to  the  waters/'  lia.  Iv.  1 . ;  and  Rev.  xxii,  17.'*'  Him 
''  that  is  a-thirft  come."  In  obedience  to  thy  call,  lo,  I  come  % 
had  I  not  been  invited,  my  Coming  to  thee,  dear  Lord  Jefus, 
Mbeen  an  aAcf  prefumption,  but  this  makes  it  an  afl:  of  duty 
|fid  obedience/  '  .  .^ 

Fsfkrthfy,  Ptead  the  unprofitablienefs  of  thy  blood  to  God, 
Lord,  there  is  no  profit  in  my  blood,  it  will  turn  to  no  more  ad- 
vantage  to  thee  io  deftroy,  than  it  will  to  iave  me ;  if  thou  fend 
me  to  hell,  (as  the  merit  of  my.  fin  calls  upon  thy  juftice  to  do), 
I[(hall  be  there  diihonouring  thee  to  all  eternity,  and  the  debt  t 
owe  thee  never  paidi  But,  if  thou  apply  thy  Chrift  to  me  for 
righteoufnefs,  fatisfaAion  for  all  thit  i  have  done,  will  be  laid 
down  in  one  full,  complete  fum;  indeed,  if  the  honour  of  thy 
^nftioe  lay  as  a  bar' to  my  pardon,  it  would  ftop  my  mouth ;  but 
when  thy  juftice#  as  weU  as  thy  mercy,  (hall -both  rejoice  toge^ 
ther,  and  be  glorified  and  pleafed  in  the  fame  a6l,  what  hinders 
bat  that  Chrift  be  appBed  to  iny  foul,  fince,  in  fo  doing,  God  can 
be  no  lofcr  by  it  r  , 

F^Uyi  and  Lafily,  Plead  thy  compliance  with  the  terms  of 
thegoipel:  tell  him,  Lord,  my  will  complies  fully  and  heartily 
lo  ^  thy  gracious  term?.  I  can  now  fabfcribe  a  blank :  let  God 
offer  his  Chrift  00  what  terms  he  will,  my  heart  isT  ready  to  com^ 
ply ;  1  have  no  exception  againft  any  article  of  the  gofpel.  And 
iu>w,  Lord,  I  wholly  refer  myfetf  to  thy  pleafure  ;  do  with  me 
^hat  feemetb  good  in  thine  eyes,  only  give  me  an  intereft  in  Je« 
(m Chri(^;  aia to «U othei  CQUccros Ilieattby feet,  in fuU  re« 
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i^aliM  of  9Q  to  thy  pleaftire.  Never  yet  didaay  perifh  in  that 
pohiire  aod  fram^;  and  I  hope  I  ihall  oot  be  made  the  firft  v^^ 
ftance  and  example^ 

Infer.  7*  tafily*  Jf  Chrifi^  with  all  kir  benefits^  be  made  ourt, 
ty  a  Jjfecial application  I  how  contented,  thankful,  ^onfortakkf  and 
hoprful,Jbouid  believers  be,  in  every  conditio,  VfUch  Cod  cafit 
them  into,  m  this  world! 

After  fnch  a  mercy  as  this,  let  them  never  open  thdr  months 
amy  sbore  to  repiiie  and  grudge  at  the  outward  tocoovenieacies 
of  their  ccmditioQ  io  this  world.  What  are  the  things  yoQ  waoti 
compared  witK  the  things  you  enjoy  ?  What  is  a  littk  mooey, 
lieallh»  or  liberty^  to  wifdom»  righteournefs,  fanAification»  aod 
redeny>don  ?  All  the  crowns  and/fceptres  in  the  world,  fold  to 
their  fall  valne,  are  no  price  for  the  Lsaft  of  thefe  merdes.  Bai 
i  ^I  not  inlifi  here,  your  duty  lies  mwk  higher  than  contest-^ 
mtnu 

Be  thankf  uly  as  well  as  content,  in  every  fiate.  **  Blefled  be 
<*  God,  (faith  the  apofUe)  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefns  Chrift, 
**  who  hath  blefled  us  with  all  [fpiritual  bleffings}  in  beaveoly 
^V  places  in  Chrift ;"  O  think  what  are  men  to  angels,  thatChrm 
filioiild  pats  by  them  to  become  a  Saviour  to  men  i  Apd  what 
art  thou  among  men,  that  thou  (houldft  be  taken,  and  others 
left !  And  among  all  the  mercies  of  God,  what  iiK;rdesar^  com« 
parsd)Ie  to  theie  conferred  upon  thee  ?  O  blefs  God  in  the  loweS 
ebb  of  outward  comforts,  for  fnch  privileges  as  thefe. 

And  yet  you  will  not  come  up  to  your  duty  in  all  this,  ex- 
cept you  be  joyful  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice  evermore,  after  ^ 
receipt  of  fuch  mercies  as  thefe,  Bhil.  iv.  4.  *<  Rejoice  in  the 
**'  Lord  ye  righteous,  and  again  I  fay  rejoice*"  For  hath  not 
the  poor  captive  reaibn  to  rejoice,  when  he  hath  recovered  his  U: 
berty?  The  debtor  to  rejoice  when  all  (cores  are  cleared,  and 
he  owes  nothing?  The  weary  traveller  to  rejcnce,  though  be 
be  not  owner  of  a  (hilling,  when  he  is  come  almoft  home,  where 
mil  his  wanes  (hail  be  fupplied?  Why  this  is  our  cafe,  whea 
Chrift  once  becomes  yours:  you  are  the  Lord's  freemen,  your 
debts  to  juftice  are  all  fatisfied  by  Chrift  $  and  you  are  within  4 
litdeof  copopleat  redemption,  ironi  all  the  troubles  and  iocoo* 
T^aiences  of  your  prefent  ftate. 

'Banks  be  to  Cod  for  Jefiis  Chrijl. 
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Wherein  the  Believer's  union  with  Christ  is  (iated 
and  opened,  as  a  principle  Fare  of  Gofpei*App&ca^ 

tioo. 

JOHK.  xvil  23.  lin  them^  mJ  thou  in  me,  thai  they  maj  be 
made  ferfed  in  me%  \'  ■ 

TH  Ip:  defign  and  end  of  the  application  of  Chrift  to  (ioacrs 
is  the  cofstntinicationof  his  benefits  to  them ;  but  feeing' 
all  cofflmiiaications  of  benefits  neceflarily  imply  communion, 
and  all  communion  as  neceflarily  prefuppofes  union  with  his  per* 
ion ;  i  (Kali  therefore,  in  this  place^  and  from  this  (criptur^ 
treat  of  the  myfiical  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  ^  this 
anioQ,  being  the  priocipleaA,  wherein  the  Spirit's  application  of 
Cfarift  confifts,  of  which  1  fpake  (as  to  its  general  nature)  in  the 
former  fermon. 

in  this  verfe  (omttdng  the  context)  w6  find  a  threefold  unioo^ 
one  betwixt  the  Father  and  Chrift,  a  fecond  betwixt  Chrift  and 
believers,  a  third  betwixt  believers  themfelves, 

Firft,  Thmi  in  me:  This  is  a  glorious  ioefFable  union,  and  is 
foodamental  to  thebther  two.  The  Father  is  not  only  in  Chrift, 
in  refpe^  of  jdear  afieAions,  as  one  dear  friend  is  in  another,  who 
b  as  his  own  foul ;  nor  only  eflentiaUy,  in  refpeA  of  the  iden- 
tity and  faroeoefs  of  nature  and  attributes,  in  which  refpeft, 
Chrift  is  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon/  Heb.  i.  3.  But  he  is  in 
Chrift  alio  as  Mediator,  by  communicaring  the  fnlnefsof  the 
Godhead,  which  dwells  in  him  as  God-man^  in  a  tranicendent 
and  fmgular  manner,  lb  as  it  never  dwelt,  nor  can  dwell  m  anj 
other,  Q)l.  ii.  9. 

Secondly,  lin  them  \  Here  is  the  myfticai  union  betwixt  Chrift 
and  the  faints,  9.  d,  thou  and  I  are  one  eflcntially,  they  and  I  are 
one  myftically :  and  thou  and  I  are  one  by  communication  of  the 
Godhead,  and  fingular  fulncfs  of  the  Spirit  to  me  as  Mediator ; 
and  they  and  I  are  one,  by  )ny  communication  of  the  Spirit  to 
them  in  meafure. 

Thirty,  From  hence  refults  a  third  union  betwixt  belierera 
themfelves ;  that  they  may  be  made  perfeB  in  one :  the  fame  Spi* 
rit  dwelling  in  them  alt,  aod  equally  uniting  ttiein  all  to  me,  as 
liviug  members  to  their  Head  of  itaflaence,  diere  muft  needi  be  % 
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dear  and  intimate  union  betwixt  tiiemfelves^  as  fellow-members 
cf  the  fame  body. 

)^ow  my  bufinefs^  at  this  tinie,  lying  in  the  iecond  brandi, 
namely,  the  union  betwixt  Chri(V  and  believers^  I  (hall  gather 
lip  the  fubOance  of  it  into  this  do^rinal  propofition,  to  which  t 
fliall  apply  this  difcourfe, 

Do^.  That  there  is  aJlriEl  and  dear  union  hetwixt  Chrift  ad 
all  true  hehevers^ 

The  fcriptores  have  borrowed  from  the  book  of  nature,  four 
elegant  and  lively  metaphors,  to  help  the  nature  of  thismyfli* 
cai  union,  with  Chrifl  into  our  underAandings;  namely,  that 
of  pieces  of  timber  united  by  glue;  that  of  a  graff  taking 
bold  o^ its  (lock,  and  making  bne  tree;  that  of  dbe  hufbaod 
and  wife,  by  the  marriage-covenant,  becoming  one  fle(h ;  and 
that  of  the  members  and  head  animated  by  one  foul,  and  fo  be- 
coming one  natural  body.  Every  one  of  thefe  is  more  live- 
ly and  full  than  the  other,  and  what  is  defeAive  in  one,  is  fuppli* 
ed  in  the  other  :  but  yet,  neither  any  of  thefe  fingly,  or  all  of 
them  jointly,  can  give  us  a  full,  and  complete  account  of  this 
myflery* 

Not  that  of  two  pieces  united  by  glue,  i  Cor.  v.  17.  *'  He  that 
f  *  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit,*'  »0AA<v^syo$,  glewed  to  the 
Ijord.  Fot  though  this  cementeth,  and  ftrongly  joins  them  in 
bne,  yet  this  is  but  a  faint  and  imperfeA  (badow  of  our  union 
with  Chrift ;  for  though  this  union,  by  glqe,  be  intimate,  yet 
not  vital,  but  fo  is  that  of  the  foul  with  Chrift. 

Not  that  of  thfe  grafF  and  ftock,  mentioned  Rom.  vi.  5.  for 
though  it  be  there  faid,  that  believers  are  0t/^(pt;T«<,  implanted,  or 
ingraffed  by  way  of  incifion,  and  this,  union  betwixt  it  and  the 
ftock  be  vital,  for  it  partakes  of  the  vital  fap  and  juice  of  it ;  yet 
here  alfo  is  a  remarkable  defeft,  for  the  grafF  is  of  a  more  excel- 
lent kind  and  nature  than  the  ftock,  and,  upon  that  account,  the 
tree  receives  its  denomination  from  it,  as  from  the  more  noble 
and  excellent  part ;  but  Chrift  into  whom  believers  are  ingraft 
fed,  is  infinitely  more  excellent  than  they,  and  they  are  dena^ 
minuted  from  him. 

Nor  yet  that  conjugal  union,  by  marriage-covenant,  betwixt 
a  man  and  his  wife ;  for  though  this  be  exceed»ng  dear  atid  in- 
timate, fo  that  a  man  leaves  father  and  mother,  and  cleaves  to 
his  wife,  and  they  two  become  one  flefh ;  yet  this  union  is  not 
indiflblvable,  but  may  and  mull  be  broken  by  death ;  and  then 
thereU£t  lives  alone  without  any  communion  widi^  or  relatloa 
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,to,  jthc  perioQ  Jth^^t  .wa^  poqe  £b  j^p ;  .but  this  .^^l^t  ChriA 
j^iapd  ^hcft)|iic^  ^,evpr  bp  ^iijjbiy^d  by  death,  it  abides  to  eter- 

^pr,  l^rlj,  ttec  of  the  head  ^and  piembers  pDited  by  ione 
^!u^l  ((urjit,  and  io  jnaki^ig  opej^byficalbodyy  SQ^tiooed  Eph. 
p.  i^,  16.  JFpr  thpfigh  one  foul  annates  every  mcqiber,  yet  it 
/(forh  ;igft  lviu,t  every  .noieinber  alike  nis^zr  tp  the  he^ad,  but  fome 
ar^ji^arier,  ^d  withers  r^ipoyed  farther  froiW  it ;  but  lif re  every 
fi^fai^r  is  alike  nearly  united  with  Chrlft  the  Head,  the  wea^ 
Ke^iJW  tpiiifla^s  the  (Iroog. 

X.^o  xbijpgs  ^p  iiecxifFary  to, be  opened  in  the  d<^riQ^  part 
jxfthisi^inrl  i.  T;he  xeality.  2.  The  quality  of  this  unio^^ 
Firfi,  jFc^  5he;-cality.Qf  it,  )[  ih^H  m^e  it  appear,  that  ther^e 
isiiich  fi  .unipn  betwixt  ChriO  and  belivers;  it  is  no  Mtis  rati* 
lfiis,.^mpty,uofigi;k,  or  cuootngly  devlfed fable,  but  a  moft  certain 
dcinoafirable  truth,  whidi  apptfirs, 

'  Fufi,  ]From  the  communion  which  is  bet^wlxt  Chrlft  and  be* 

.jiei^efs;  in  i^iis  i^ie  apoflle  is  expreis,  i  John  i.  3.  ".  Truly  ouf 

'*  fipllp^(bip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;'* 

m>»t^f9,   U  iignifles  fuch  feliowfhip  pr  cojpartnerfliip,  as  perfofis 

j^aye  by  a  jo^ot  Intereft  in  p^e  and  tbe  (aipe  enjoyment,  which 

is  in  comofipD  betwixt  them.    ,So  ^eb.  ili.  14.  we  are  fttrBx^n 

partak^r^ifChn^.  And  Pfal.  3^1v.  7.  "V^2DD  here  the  feints  are 

jciiled  the  .eojmpanions,  coniprts  or  fellows  of  Gbrift ;  "  and  that 

"  not  only  in  refpeft  of  his  *  aflumption  of  our  mprtality,  an4 

**  ioreiUngusMth  his  ima]iortality,  but  it  hgth  a  fpecial  refe- 

•"  fOBce  and  refpcd  to  the  unftion  of  the  Holy  G.bpA,  pr  graces 

^\  of  the  Spiru,  pjf  vyhich  .believers  fire  partakers  with  him  and 

^  -^  ^hroi^gb  hiio."    Now  this  communion  ,of  the  ftints  with 

fChrifl,  IS  pxx\xdj  and  neceCarily  dependent  upon  their  unioa 

[  wiiLh  ,him,  even  as  much  as  the  branch's  participatioa  of  the  (ap 

and  juice,  .depends  upon  It^  union  ^nd  eoalitjqn  with  the  (lock ; 

\  taice  away  union,  and  there  can  be  no  communtpn,  pr  communi* 

\  cations,  which  iscle^irfrom  i  Cpr.  iii.  22,  5^3*  •*  All  is  yours, 

\  ''  and  ye  are  Ghrift's,  and  Chrift  is  Qod>."    Where  you  fee 

\  /ipwalio^r  pa^rt^icipatiqp  of  Chrift's  benefits  isbiHlt  upon  ovs 

cnion  with  JChrift's  perfon. 
,     Secmdfy^  Tbe  reali^  of  ^bc  believers  union  ^i^b  Cbrift,  jis  j:- 

^  fpfe  venit  in  for  tern  nofir/t  Mortatiiafis^  ut  in  fort ^m  «w  at* 
ducerei  fuje  immortalitath  :  clarum  autem  eft,  hie  agi  de  eQnforti* 
hru  un£iionif  :  qttales  funt  ptnnef  fideles  igyi^  %rf&i9W  ^^riigifes fii% 
««/.     Riret. 
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vident  from  the  impatation  of  Chrift's  rightcoufncfs  to  him  for 
his  juftific^tioa.  That  a  believer  is  juftified  before  God  by  a 
righteoufnefs  without  himfelf,  is  undeniable  from  Rom.  iii.  24. 
**  Being  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption 
".  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus."  And  that  Chrift*s  righteoufnefs  be- . 
comes  ours  by  imputation,  is  as  clear  from  Rom.  iv,  23,  24.  but 
it  can  never  be  imputed  to  us,  except  we  be  united  to  him,  and 
become  one  with  him  :  which  is  aifo  plainly  afTerted  ia  i  Cor. 
1.  30.  **  But  of  him  are  ye  (in  Chrifl  Jefus)  who  of  God  is  made 
**  unto  us  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  fanftification  and  redemp- 
•*  tion."  He  communicates  his  merits  unto  none  but  thofe  that 
are  in  him.  Hence  all  thofe  rain  cavils  of  the  Papift's,  difputing 
againft  our  juftificationby  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chriftj  and  at- 
ferting  it  to  be  by  inherent  righteoufnefs,  are  folidly  anfwercd. 

When  they  demand.  How  can  we  be  juftified  by  the  righte- 
oufnefs of  another  ?  Can  I  be  rich  with  another  man's  money,    , 
or  preferred  by  another's  honours  ?  Our  anfwer  is.  Yes,  if  that 
other  be  my  furety  or  hufl^and.     Indeed  Peter  cannot  be  joK- 
fied  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  Paul ;  but  both  may  be  juftified  by    ; 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed  to  them  ;  they  being  mem- 
bers, jointly  knit  to  one  common  Head.     Principal  and  furety 
are  one  in  obligation  and  conftruftion  of  law.    Head  atjd  mem-  , 
hers  are  one  body,  branch  and  ftock  are  one  tree  ;  and  it  is  no  | 
ftrange  thing,  to  fee  a  grafFlive  by  the  lap  of  another  flock,  when  j 
once  it  is  engrafFed  into  it.  ■ 

Thirdly,  The  fyriipathy  that  is  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers, 
proves  a  union  betwixt  them;  Chrift  and  the  faints  fmile  and 
figh  together.     St.  Paul  in  Col.  i.  24.  tells  us,  that  he  did  "fill 

**  up  that  which  is  behind,"  ra,  v^pnfAetrM, the  remainders 

of  the  **fufFerings  of  Chrift  in  his  flefti :"  not  as  if  Chrift's 
fufFertngs  were  imperfeft,  ("for  by  one  offering  he  hath  j)cr- 
^'  fefted  for  ever  them  that  are  fanftified,"  Heb.  x.  14.)  but  in 
thefc  two  fcriptures,  Chrift  is  confidered  in  a  twofold  capacity ; 
he  fuffered  once  in  corpore  proprib,  in  his  own  peffon,ls  Media- 
tor ; '  thefe  fufferings  are  complete  and  full,  and  in  that  fenfc  be 
fuflTers  nt>  more  ;  he  fuffers  al(b  mcorpore  myfiicby  in  his  church 
and  members ;  thus  he  ftill  fuffers  in  the  fufferings  of  every  faint 
for  his  fake ;  and  though  thefe  fufferings  in  his  myftical  body  are 
not  equal  to  the  other,  either  pondere  et  menfura^  in  their  weight 
and  value,  nor  yet  defigned  ^x  officio ^  for  the  feme  ufe  and  pur- 
pofe,  to  fatisfy  by  thieir  proper  merit,  offended  juftiee ;  ocvcr- 
thelcfs  they  are  truly  reckoned  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  becaufe 
the  head  fuffers  when  the  members  do ;  and  without  this  fup- 
pofition,  that  place,  A£ls  ix.  5.  is  never  to  be  underftood,  when 
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C/inTt,  the  Head*  in  heaven,  cries  out,  *'  Saul,  Saal,  \(^by  perfe- 
"  cateft  (hoQ  me  ?"  when  the  foot  was  trod  upon  oq  earth  ; 
How  doth  Chrift  fenfibly  feel  our  fufFerings,  or  we  his,  if  there 
be  not  a  myftical  union  betwixt  him  and  us  ? 

Fourthly,  and  laftly.  The  way  and  manner  m  which  the  faiats 
fiiall  be  raiied  at  the  laft  day>  proves  this  myftical  union  betwixt 
Chrid  and  diem ;  for  they  are  not  to  be.  raifed  as  others,  by  the 
naked  power  of  God  without  them,  but  by  the  virtue  of  Chriil's 
'  refurredion  as  their  Head,  fending  forth  vital  quickening  influ* 
eoces^into  their  dead  bodies,  which  are  united  to  him  as  well  as 
their Jools..  For  fo  we  find  it,  Rom.  viii.  ii.     "But if  the 
^*  Spirit  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead  dwell  in 
"  jfou,  he  that  raiied  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  ftiall  alfo  quick- 
"tayour  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that d^wclleth  in  you;" 
even  as  it  is  in  our  awaking  out  of  natural  fleep,  firft  the  ani- 
inal-fpirits  in  the  head  begin  to  rouze  and  play  there,  and  then 
the  feofes  and  members  are  Idofed  throughout  the  whole  body. 
Now  it  13  impoffible  the  faints  fiiould  be  raifed  in  the  laft  re- 
furreftion,  by^  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  them,  if  that  Spi- 
rit did  not  knit  and  unite  them  to  him,  as  members  to  their 
bead.  So  thea  by  aU  this,  it  is  proved,  that  there  is  a  real  union 
of  the  faints  with  Chrift. 

.  Next,  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  open  the  quality  and  nature  of 
this  anion,  and  ftiew  you  what  it  is,  according  to  the  weak  ap« 
prehenfions  we  have  of  fo  fablime  a  myftery ;  and  this  I  ftiall  do 
in  a  general  and  particular  account  of  it. 

Firft^  More  generally,  it  is  an  intimate  conjunftion  of  be- 
lievers tp  Chrift,  by  the  imparting  of  his  Spirit  to  them,  where- 
by they  are  enabled  to  believe  and  live  in  him. 

All  divine  fpiritdal  life  is  originally  in  the  Father,  and  com- 
ethnot  to  us,  butby>  and  through  the  Son,  John  v.  26.  to  him 
hath  the  Father  given  to  have  an  civr(^anf a  quickening,,  en- 
livening power  In  himfelf ;  but  the  Son  communicates  this  life 
which  is  in  him  to  none,  but  by,  and  through  the  Spirit,  Rom. 
viii.  2.  **  The  Spirit  of  life  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  hath  made 
'*  me  free  from  the  law  of  fm  and  death." 

The  Spirit  muft  therefore  firft  take  hold  of  us,  before  wecaa^ 
live  in  Chrift,  and  when  he  doth  fo,  then  we  are  enabled  to  ex- 
ert that  vital  aft  of  faith,  whereby  we  receive  Chrift;  all  this, 
lies  plain  in  that  one  Scripture,  John  vi.  57.  **  As  the  living  Fa- 
**  thier  hath  fent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father,  fo  he  that  cat- 
"  eth  me  (that  is,  by  faith  applies  me)  even  he  (hall  live  by  me.*' 
So  that  thefe  two;  namely,  the  Spirit^  on  Chrill's  part,  and  faith, 

S  X 


hijs  smt  6n  (m  jiarf,  are  tHc  twd  lig^ents'  ^  ^itlj  M(rd  aV^ 
kait  to  Ghrifc. 

So  that  the  S^rifis  \*^orfe  m  uiiithig  or  dtigr^tigf  rf  ferf  iitJJ 
Chrift,  is  like  the  cutting:  off  the  grafF  frocb  its  fi^ive  ftoc^ 
(which  he  dotK  by  Ks  Hlumiftatiofasr  and  ctinfviAibti^)  andclbf- 
itg  it  with  the  livings  wiieii  it  i^  tbu?  preptirc^d,  dlid  fo'  tnMsii 
k  (by  the  iafofioik  of  <ait6>  to  fock  aild  draW  tlie  vital  i^p,  ^^a 
Ihus  it  beeomes  oi^e  with  him.  Or  as  the  m^j^  ikietnber$  xk  M 
l^tur^I  body,  beltg  all  quickened'  ibd  zs&xtOtti  by*  the  iiihewi- 
^1  fpif  it,  becoriae  one  body  with  the  fie^,  ^hfefr  is  the  priiKii''' 
fat  member,  Epfc.  iv.  4.  "Theri  iioAc  bod^;  dtid  one  fpini!."  . 

More'  partitularly,  ^e  ftiall  cdnfider  thfe  pi'opertier  6f  this 
niiion,  that  fo  ^e  may  Ae'  better  ihidcrftadd  ilfid  riatiVe  d  it., 
And  here  I  ftiall  6peh  the  nature  df  iH  bbthr  negatitdy  abJ  affir*' 
Blativeiy.  '   . 

Pirfiy  Negatively,  by  ritnoViiig  dl  falfe*  notidnS  ^d  tolfi)^- 
pt'ehenHons  of  it.     And  ^e  (ay, 

Firy?,  t'he  faints  uhibh  \i^iih  CKrift,  is  riot  a*  Ai^rc  ih^nt'fl'  ^v 
on,  only  in'  cbneeir  aiid  notion',  but  really  tikiAieifrd  tHeAtM, 
Whether  v^re  conceit  it  or  not:  t  kiiow  the  atheifl'i'c^l  World  cea- 
ses all  thefe  things  aS"  faiiciies  and  idle  idiaglhatlbnis,  bat  be* 
lievers  know  the  reality  of  them ;  John  xiV.  20.  *' At  thkdzf 
^*  you  tHkli  Kiiow  th^t  T  atA  itf  itiy  Father,  atirf  you  16  me,  abd 
«  I  iii  yoii.'*    This  ddftrme  is  nbt  fantafticsll.  But  ffciehtificaf, 

Stcdfuiiyi  The  faints  Uriibfi  ^li^Sth  Cbrift  is  nor  a  phy  ficid  unlott, 
fuch  as  is  betwixt  the  meihbei's  of  a  natural  bbdy  and  the  he^d ; 
otir  nature  irtdeed  is  a'flumed  into  liniori  With  die  pcrfoti  of 
Chrlft,  but  it  is  the  fidgnlar  honoiir  of  that  bkffed'  and  Mj 
fle(h  of  Chrift,  to  Be  fo  united  as  to  make  one'  perfoa  With  him ;' 
thai  union  is  hypoftaticai,  this  only  myfiicaf . 

tk'irdfy,  Nbi-  h  it  aii  cfrcritial  union,  or  unteh  \^ith  the  divine 
XKltdre,  fb  as  oui^  bcingS  are  tlierehy  f\Vdllo\*cd  up  and  loft  in  thd 
Divide  Being, 

Soiiic  there  ht^  itideed  th^  talk  at  that  wi!rfr?fte;  of  beings  god- 
ded  iritb  God,  aiid  chrift^d  into  Chrifi ;  afnd  thofe  unwa^ex-. 
pref&ons  of  Greg.  Naz.  el»)9^0<^y»  and  Xf ^«9rtf<i;y,  ddbut  too  niuch 
countenance  ttofe  daring  fpirits ;  but  bh;  there  Is  an  infinite  di-« 
Ihncc  betwikt  us  arid  ChriB,  in  refpefl  of  nature  ^d  cjtcellen* 
cy,  noriyithftandin]^  thife  uhibri, 

huftBfy,  The  union  I  het'e  fpeak  of,  is  not  arfbedetal  unit^, 
or  ad  unibn  by  covenant  oiily  ;  fuch  ad  nnim  icdecd,  thfereis 
betwixt  CWiA  arid  bjelicvers,  but' that  is  codfccjriential  to,  ana 
V^hblly  dependent  upon^,  this* 

Fifthly,  and  lallly.  It  is  not  ajttere  moral  union  by  love  and 
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sBftfliOa  ;  AdsM^c  fay,  doe  foul  is  iW  two  bodies,  a  friend  is  a* 
nothcr  fdlf;  ihfe  lover  id  iti  the  perfon  beloved;  fuch  arb  union 
(ifhtdftsamd^fFeftbhs  riiere  is' allb' betwixt  Chriff  the  fa:iiits, 
Slit' tHisfii  of  aiibth^^f  aatare';  that  We  call  i  moral,  this  a  myrtl- 
es uoioo;  thatooiy  knits  our  affections,  but  this  out*  perfons,  to 
Chriir. 

8ecorid^\  PofitiVely.  Attd'firft,  Thbugli  this  Utiion'  neithcf 
ilibkei  OS  one  p^'rlbn'  ot  elTerice  with  Chrifl,  yet' it' knits'  our  per- 
fii«  ifaoft  intimately  and  neatly  to  the  perfoh  of  Chrift.  T\\6 
church  is  Chrift*s  body,  Coloff.  i.  24.  not  his  lia rural,  but  Hi^ 
myffital''body";  that  is  to  fay,  his  body  is  a  myftery,  betahfe  it 
iirto'fiiih  ashis  natural  body.  The  faints' frdnd  to  Chrift  in  the 
fitiie  relatiob  that  the  natiirdl  lAembers  of  the  bod'y  ftatid  to  the; 
fcaf  aSd  he  (Vaiid^  in'  the  fatne  relation  to  thdna;  t'hat  the  head 
ifaatfs  in  to^the  natural'  membcV^ ;  and  confequeiitly  they  ftand 
ndated  to  oiie  anothi^ry  a'$  tlie  ffiemter^  of  a  natural  body,  do  tor 
^hbtfter. 

Chrift  aud'tlie  fsiih'fs  are  not  dne,  as  the  Oak,  and  the  ivy  that 
&fps  it  are  One^  but  aS  the  gr^ffand  ftock  are  one ;  it  is  not  an 
infon'  by  adhefiott,  but  iticorpoi'aribn.  ftufband  and  wife  ai^ 
not  fo  near,  (bul  and  body  are  not  ib  near,  as  Chrift  and  the  be- 
likvingf  foul  are  liear  to  each  Othei*. 

^ecandfy.  The  m;^fticat  uAloli  is  Wholly  fuperiiattiral,  WrdugKt 
By  thealorte'  power  of  God.  So  it  i^  faid,  i  Cor  i.  30.  "  But  o^ 
**  him  arc  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus.*'  We  can  do  more  unite  ourfelves 
to  Chrift,  th^n  a  briacich  eaii  itocoipbfate  itfelf  into  another  ftock ; 
ytkc^  him,  i.  e.  of  God,  his  proper  and  alone  work. 

Thei'e  are  only  tW6  ligaments,  or  bands  of  union  fcetwlxt 
Chrift-  and  the  fotll,  vi±,  the  Spirit  on  his  part,  and  faith  on  ours, 
fint  whea  \Ve  fay  faith  is  the  batid'  of  union  on  our  part,  the 
Meaning  is  tibt,  that  it  is  fo  bur  own  aft,  as  that  it  fprings  natu- 
iSly  from  uS,  or  is  educed  froni  the  power  of  our  own  Wills; 
tbbf  for  die  apbftle  exprefly  eontradifts  it,  Eph.  ii.  9.  "  it  is  not 
"  of  yonrfelves*  it  is  the  gift  df  God."  But  we  are  the  fubjefts 
of  it,  and  though  the  aft  on  that  account  be  ours,  yet  the  power 
etiabling  ns  to  believe  is  God's,  Eph.  i.  19,  20. 

fhirdfyf  The  myftical  union  is  an  immediate  union  ;  immedi- 
ate I  facy,  Hot  as  excluding  means  and  inftrumehts,  for  feveral 
rieaas  and  many  inftrumehts,  are  employed  for  the  cfFefting  of 
ii;  bat  immediate,  as  excluding  degrees  of  nearnefs  among  the 
oremb^r^  6f  Chriff's  myftkal  body.  .    . 

Every  member  in  the  natural  body  ftarids  not  as  near  to  the' 
h^ad  as  another,  but  fo  do  all  the  myftical  members  of  ChrilVs 
KJay  td  him :'  ptYfmctahcf,  tfie  fiaalleft  a^  well  as  the  greateft,' 
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hath  ao  iffimcdiate  coalition  with  Chrift,  i  Cor.  i.  2.  "  To  the 
•*  church  of  God,  which  is  at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are  faot- 
*'  tified  in  Chrift  Jefus,  called  to  be  faints,  with  all  thatio  every 
^*  place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  bodi  theirs 
**  and  ours/' 

Among  the  factions,  in  this  church  at  Corinth,  thofe  that  laid, 
Jmn  ofChrift<,2S  arrogating  Chrift  to  thcmfelvcsr  wfere  as  much 
a  fadion,  as  thofe  that  faid,  I  am  of  Paul, .  1  Cor.  i.  30.  To 
cure  this  he  tells  them,  he  is  hth  theirs  and  ours.  Such  indo^ 
fers  are  againft  law. 

Fourthly^  The  faints  myftical  union  with  Chrift  is  a  fonda- 
mental  union;  it  is  fundamental  by  way  of  fuftentatioti ;  all 
oor  fruits  of  obedience  depend  upon  it,  John  xv.  4.  *«  As  the 
''  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more 
**  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me."  It  is  fundamental  to  all  our 
privileges  and  comfortable  claims,  i  Cor,  iii.  23.  '^  Ail  is  yours, 
^'  for  ye  are  Cbrift*s.'*  And  it  is  a  fundamental  to  all  our  hopes 
andexpeAattions  of  glory ;  for  it  is  '<  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of 
«f  glory,"  Col.  J.  27.  So  then  deftroy  this  union,  and  with  it 
you  deftroy  all  our  fruits,  privileges,  and  eternal  hopes,  at  one 
ftroke. 

Fifthly,  The  piyftical  union  is  a  moft  efficacious  union,  for 
through  this  union  the  divine  power  flows  into  our  ibuls,  both 
to  quicken  us  with  the  life  of  Chrift,  and  to  conierve  and  fecure 
that  life  in  us,  after  it  is  ib  infufed. 

Without  the  union  of  the  foul  to  Chrift,  which  is  to  be  coa- 
ceived  efficiently  as  the  Spirit's  aft,  there  can  be  no  union  for- 
mally confidered ;  and,  without  thefe,  no  communications  of 
life  trom  Chrifl  to  us,  £ph.  iv.  16.  And  as  there  is  that  firtpy»«, 
or  effeftual  working  of  the  fpirit  of  life  in  every  part,  which  he 
there  fpeaks  of,  (as  though  you  (hould  fay,  the  firft  appearances 
of  a  new  life,  afpiritual  vitality  difFufed  through  the  foul»  which 
(ere  while  was  dead  in  fin)  yet  Aili  this  union  with  Chrifl  is  as 
neceffary  to  the  maintaining,  as  before  it  was  to  the  producing 
ofir. 

For  why  is  it  that  this  life  is  not  again  extinguifticd,  and 
wholly  fuffocated  in  us,  by  fo  many  deadly  wounds  as  are  given 
it  by  temptations  and  corruptions  ?  Surely  no  reafon  can  beaf* 
£gned  more  fatisfying^an  that,  which  Chrift  himielf  gives  us,  in 
John  xiv.  19.  **  Becfaufe  I  live,  ye  fhall  live  alfo  :'*  q.  d.  wbilft, 
there  is  vital  fap  id  me  the  root,  you  that  are  branches  in  me 
cannot  wither  and  die. 

Sixthly y  The  myftical  union  is  an  indiflToluble  union ;  there 
is  an  everlafting  tye  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  believer;  and  here-' 
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h  alfo  it  is  beyond  all  other  udicmis  10  the  world ;  death  &{- 
folves  the  dear  union  betwixt  the  huiband  and  wife,  friend  and 
friend,  yea,  betwixt  foal  and  body,  bat  not  betwixt  Cbriftand 
the  foul,  the  bands  of  this  union  roi  not  in  the  grave.  **  What 
*'  (hall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Ghrift  ?"  faith  the  apoftle» 
Rom.  viiL  3  J,  3S,  39.  He  bids  defiance  to  ail  his  enemies,  and 
triamphs  in  the  firmnefs  of  this  union  over  all  hazards  that  feem 
to  threaten  it.  It  is  with  Chrift  aad  us,  in  refpeA  of  the  myf" 
tkalunm,  as  it  was  with  Chrift  himfelf,  in  refpeft  of  the  i^- 
foftatical  union :  That  was  Qot  diflblved  by  his  death,  when  the 
natural  union  betwixt  his  foul  and  body  was,  nor  can  this 
myftica]  union  of  our  fonls  and  bodies  with  Chrift  be  difTol- 
ved,  when  the  union  betwixt  us  and  our  deareft  relations,  yea» 
betvrixt  the  foul  and  body,  are  diflblved  by  death.  God  calls 
himfelf  the  God  of  Abraham,  long  after  his  body  was  turned 
into  duft. 

Seventhly^  It  is  an  honourable  union  *,  yea,  the  htgheft  ho- 
nour that  can  be  done  unto  men :  The  greatefl  honour  that 
was  ever  done  to  our  common  nature,  was  by  its  afTumptiofi 
into  union  with  the  iecond  peribn  hypoftaiically^  and  the  higheft 
hoQoar  that  was  ever  done  to  our  Angle  perfons,  was  their  union 
with  Chrift  myflicaify.  To  be  a  fervant  of  Chrifl,  is  a  digni* 
ty  tranfcendenc  to  the  higheft  advancement  among  men ;  but 
to  be  a  member  of  Chrift,  how  matchlefs  and  fingular  is  the 
glory-thereof!  And  yet  fuch  honour  have  all  the  faints,  Eph. 
T.  30.  **  We  are  members  of  his  body,  of  his  flefti,  and  of  his 
"  bones." 

Eightly,  It  is  a  moft  comfortable  union :  Yea,  the  ground  of 
all  foiid  comfort,  both  in  life  and  death :  Whatever  troubles, 
wsnts,  or  diftrefles,  befal  fuch,  in  this  is  abundant  relief  and  fup« 
port.  Chrift  is  mine,  and  I  am  hh ;  what  may  not  a  good  fbirl 
make  out  of  that  I  If  I  am  Chrift's,  then  let  him  take  care  for 
me,  and,  indeed,  in  fa  doing,  be  doth  but  care  for  his  own : 
He  is  my  head,  and  to  him  it  belongs  to  confult  the  fafety  and 
Welfare  of  his  own  members,  Eph.  i.  22>  23.  He  is  not  only 
an  head  to  his  own,  by  way  of  influence^  but  to  all  things  elfe, 
by  way  of  dominion^  for  their' good.    How  comfortably  may  we 

♦  Chrift  is  the  head,  fummit,  and  crown  of  all  dignity,  without 
whom  there  is  nothing  (truly)  noble  in  all  this  fublunary  world, 
who  has  heaven  for  his  throne,  and  the  earth  for  his  footftool.  The 
earth,  I  f4y,  with  all  the  perfons  of  high  rank^and  ftation  in  it  are 
pat  under  his  feet.     Laun  Humphrcd^  ^n  Nihilitjf* 


reppfe  owrfelttes,  nnder  that  cheering  .cpnfideratipn,  opQj  hifi^ 
^t  all  timqs,  and  in  all  diiBcuitcafes ! 

Ninthly,  It  is  a  fr\iitful  union  :  The  inimedia,tc  ^  of  it  i« 
fruit,  Rom.  yii.  4.  "  We  are  married  to.Chrift,  that  we  (hou\4 
••  bring  forth  fruit  ,to  God  :"  All  the  fruit  we  bear  before  par 
ingrafture  into  Cbrift,  is  worfc  than  oone :  Till  the  peribn  hf 
in  Chril),  the  work  eanpot  be  evat^geUpally  good  ap4  acceptably 
to  God:  "  We  are  made  accepted  in  the  9elpvcd,"  Epl^i..0. 
Chrifl:  is  a. fruitful  root,  and  jpakes  all  tlie .brandies,  ijbat  )Iy« 
|n  him,  fo  too,  John  ;tv.  8.       " 

Tenthly,  and  Laftfy^  It  is  an  enriching  vnic^ :  Fpr,  by  pnf 
iinioa  with  his  perfon,  we  are  immediately  .latere fted  in  all  hip 
riches,  X  Cpr.  i.  3  o.  How  jrich  ,and  great  4  jperfon  .do.  the  liitl^ 
;irms.of  /aith  clafp  and  embrace !  "  All  is  yours,"  1  Cor,  iii. 
p2.  All  .that  Chrift  hath  becomes  ours,  cither  by  cptnipunici-  ' 
tioQ  tons,  or  improvement  for  us:  His  father,  John  xx.  17. 
Hispromifes,  2CQr.i.2Q.  His  providences,  JR.otm.yiM.  28.  Ws 
glpry*  Joba  xvii.  24.  Jit  is  2|11  ours  by  virtue  of  pur  mm  )V'^^k 

Thus  you  fee,  vbricPy,  wliat  the  myilical  ttnion.is.  l^q^i  v^ 
fliall  Jinproye  it. 

,  Infer".  1.  If  therfi  hfi  fuch  an  um$n  betwixt  Chrift  and  hcf 
lieversj  Oh  then  %uhat  franfcendeint  dignity  kosh  God  put  u]^ 
believers  J 

Welj  might  Cou ftaqtine  prefer  the  honour  pf  being  a  mcfnber 
of  the  church,  before  that  of  beipg  head  of  the  eqnipirc  t»  ^9^ 
it  Is  not  only  above  all  earthly  dignities  and  honours,  but,  ifl 
fon^  refpe^,  .abpye  that  hpnour  y^hich  Gpd  hath  put  upon  the 
angels  pf  gV^ry. 

Gneat  is  the  .dignity  pf  the  j\ngdical  nature:  The  angels  arf 
the  Higheft  and  moft  honourable  fpecies  of  crea^i^res  :  They  fi> 
fo  ,haye  the  honour  .coniinually  to  be^iold  the  face,  of  God  io 
heaven,  ;ind  yet,  ip,this  ope  refpeft,  the  faints  are  .preferred  tQ 
theoi,  they  have  a  mynicalunipn  with  Cbrift,  as  their  Jiead  gf 
ialiucQce,  by  yhom  they  afc  quickoed  with  fpiritual  life,  yirhic^ 
the  a  pgeJs  have  not. 

It  is  true,  there  is  an  »v»Kifx>i»MTi?,  or  gatherbg  together ,of 
ell  ill  heaven  and  earth  under  Chrift  as  a  common  head,"  Eph.  i. 
10.  He  is  the  .H;:;ad.of /z«£^/j,  as  well  as  faints,  but  in  diffeccnt 

"1:  if.ihQU  >v9'Ald'(l  '{>e  c;jiHcd  a  pgin  ..of  po.wer,  put  qn  Chiift  whp 
is  the  pp'-yeraad  .\vif4ora  of  .God,  ^d  in  all  things  join  thyfelf  to 
the  Lord,  that  thpu  maje^ft  be  ^ne  fpirit  y/ith  him,  gnd-  t^eo  thou 
fli-d:  become  a, nun  of  poweri     Ori^,  Horn,  in  Nuvti  xxxi. 
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idpefts.  To  ai^ls  he  is  an  he^d  ef  imini^  ttA  gom^romenti 
but  to  faints  he  is  both  aa  head  of  domiuion,  and  vital  influent^ 
loos  They  are  his  chief  and  flaoO  honoura^te  Aihje^^  bur  toot 
fall  myfiical  members  :  They  are  as  the  Hofocis  add  MSIes  ia 
his  l^ngdoa,  bat  the  (m^  as  the  dear  f^xsmfe  SikI  wifc  >of  his 
hefcm.  This  dfegtiiiks  the.  b^Rever  ^bme  xk\t  gr^ateft  aogcL 
And  as  the  oobles  of  the  kingdom  think  it  a  preferment  and 
kooDur  toferire  th^  (foeen,  fo  the  gk>rioi}s  angels  rhltik  }^  no 
^radatioa  or  dtChonom-  to  them  to  ferte  the  faints  ^  for  ro 
dus  hooomiable  office  they  are  appointed,  Heb.  f.  14.  to  be  isK 
iiiftriog,  or  fer?i<»abie  fpirits,  for  the  good  of  them  thit  ftiall 
belles  of  fei?atioQ'.  The  chieieft  fervant  difdamsf  not  to  ho^ 
nODraodierve  Che  heir. 

Sane  imperloas  grandees  would  frown,  (hoold  fortie  of  thefe 
JMarfogs  but  prefame  to  approach  th^ir  prefefice ;  but  God  lets 
cbeti  before  his  face  whh  del^ht,  and  sngels  <felighr-td  ferre 
tben.      ♦ 

/nfer.  %,  If  thert  btfuch  aJtriB  knd  infepar^hli  ttnion  t€twixf 
(^fi  and  hkevers,  then  the  grates  ^  heiieverf  can  never  to^ 
f^lyfaii:  Immortality  is  the  prhiiege  of  grace,  hecdv/e  finC" 
^edperfms  mre  in^papabfy  united  to  Chrifi  the  fountain  cfHfe  i 
**  Your  iife  is  hid  witbChrift  in  Ood,"  Cd.  iii.  3.  Whrl/V  the 
%of  tife  k  lathe  root,  the  branches  Iffe  by  it.  Thtts  rt  !s 
betwixt  Chrift  and  bdievtrs,  John  xiv.  19.  "fiecatire  I  five, 
'*  ye  (hall  live  alfo."  See  how  ChrHt  bind*  up  iheir  lift  'm  otfe 
biuufle  with  his  own,  plainly  intimating,  it  h  as  iMpoffible 
kt  them  to  die,  as  it  is  for  htmfelfy  he  canaoc  live  withoiit 
them.        ' 

True  it  is,  the  fpirttual  llfeof  believers  is  cir€o«»ered  by  Hisirjr 
^itongasd  fierce  oppofitions  :  It  is  aHb  brooghrioa  loweb^ 
ji  feme,  but  we  are  always  to  remember,  there  aref^tc  things 
which  pertain  lo  the  cffence  of  that  We,  in  which  the  Very  being 
oftvlres,  «ikI  ibme  things  that  pertain  only  to  its  well*>bemg. 
All  ihofe  tMng^  wbkh  beloag  to  the  welt-being  of  the  new 
creature,  as  manifeftations,  joys,  fpiritval  comforts,  &c.  mayv 
fcra  time,  fail;  yea,  aad  grace  itfelf«Hi^fu0irgr)£»t  loffirsand 
ftfiifllioD^id  its  de^eeer,  not^thfilaftdibg  our  imicHi  withChrrft  3 
^  fM  the  eiSnce  of  it  is  ifflmort'at,  which  is  no  fmall  relief  to 
gradous  fouls :  When  the  means  of  grace  fall,  as  it  is  threatned, 
Anos  Vdt  IT/  When  temporary,  fel1Ba^ profeffiirs  drop  away 
fiom  Chrift  like  withered  leaves  from  the  trees  in  a  windy  day» 
4  Tim.  it.  li.  And  wtien  the  natural  UBton  eif  their  feufe  and 
iKxlies  is  kScivig  t  <£8bitttioft  fmn  each  other  tff  dearhi  wlM; 
Vol.11.  T  - 
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lluK.>QWrMri  ttloofed,  diis  gMtn  ^AmkIioUs  firm,  i  Cor. 
Ui.  23. 

lotcr.  3.  b  thiwmn  fointimaie  ha^ixi  Chri0  tuidhtBevers  f 
li$w  gre0t  and  pvmerful  a  motive  then  is  thiit  te  mske  us  open^^ 
kanded  emd  Ukwd  cit  eeHevkqi  the  wc^tus^^nd  wants  fferoery 
graums  perfml  tw  in  reiuving  them  v>i  reiieve  Chri/l  titm» 

,>/•■■  •     •    •'• 

.  Chrilk  f^rjrniol  WDtit  the  db^  of  onr  piqf  and  charity,  te 
h  at  the  fotmtain-h^  of  all  the  richea  ki  gfery^  £pb)  Iv.  1^ 
but  Cbrift,mj^a^  It  cRpofed  to  ascefiitiefi  aad  waata^  be  feela 
hunger  and  tturft^  cold  «xl  pum^  10  hit  body  the  church  • ;  atid 
be  k  ceftdhedt  reKeTed»  and  oomfortied,  kt  their  ref  rethaKDts 
imd  axn^ts«  Chrift  the  Lord  of  hcawi  aod  earth,  In  thia 
confidcration,  is  ibnietimcsin  needofapeimy;  hetelltuahta 
wanM  and  poverty,  and  how  he  ia  rettered.  Mat.  xxv*  35,  40. 
A  tcxtjbeUcvcd  and  under Aood  by  very  fern.  *^  t  waa  an 
<*  hnngred,  and  ye  gave  ma  aeai:  I  ^Ras  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me 
'•  drink «  laras  a  ftranger,  mndye  took  me  is.  Then  (hall the 
''  rigbieQna  ooAv^r*  lofd,.  saben  fiiw  mi  ibee  an  hnofped,  6e. 
**  And  the  King  fliall  anfwer,  and  fay  unto  them,  verily  I  lay 
<<  nnip  yon,,  in  namnch  as  yc  hate  done  it  nnto  one  cf  the  kaft 
**  of  thde  my  brethren,  yehare  done  it  unio  me." 

It  waa  the  faying  dF  a  great  dbine;  that  be  thooght  fcarce  any 
man  on  eerth  did  fiilfy.iu|der^nd,  and  believe  this  trath^  and 
he  conceives  fo  mnch  hinted  hi  the  very,  text,  where  the  ngh« 
teotts.thcv(^elves  wt^f^J*  Lord,  when  faw  we  thee  fide,*'  6r; 
intiflMtting  in  the  4nej(Mon,  that  they  did  not  thoronghty  nnder^  - 
ftand  die  oaamefa,  yea,  «ih»i^  of  thofe  perfons  with  Chrift,  for 
wfaoaalheyifid  thefe  thiog».  And,  indeed,  it  is  lacrediUe,  that 
a  ChriOian  tciai  faaJiard^bearted,  and  clofe^handed,  to  tbat  ne^ 
^c^tonsGhnftianvinEefreOung^Mid  relieving  of  whom,  hever9y 
believes,  that  he  mintfters  rehrefliment  to  Chrift  hlaifelf.  r 

O  tbiak  again  and  agaitti  upon  thislcriptore,  oonfider  what 
:  forcible  add  jnighty  arguiacnta  are  here  \M  4ogtther,  to  engage 
relirf  toihe  wanta  of :  Chriftiana* 

Here  yon  fee  , their  near  refauion  to  Chrift  1  they  are  myfli> 
catly  one  perfbn ;  what  yon  did  to  them,  yon  £d  tome.  Here 
yon  iee  alfo  how  kindly  Chrift  takes  it  at  onr  hands :  acknow- 

*  tie  who  is  not  mdred  with  >the  eoaditibn  of  a  brother  in  the 

^reh;  fat  him  lie  moved  wtdi  the  CQOfemplatioa  of  Ghrift :  aad  ht 

^|IM4io4oes  not  regard  his  fellow  fervent  in  ftraits  and  want,  let  hiai 

.  acgard  the  Lord^  dwellincia  that  flMm  whom  he  defpifesi    CyfrUwr 
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tod^  all  tbofe  kimiiid&s  that  were  beflowed  opcm  hii^,  even 
W  a  bit  of  bread  :  He  is,  yov  fee,  cooteat  to  take  it  as  a  coortefy , 
who  might  demand  it  4y  ttiatbority,  and  bereave  you'  of'all  im- 
mediately npoa  refo6L 

Yea,  here  yoa  fee  onefittgle  taraodi  cm*  aft  of  obedfeote,  (oof 
Clarity  to  the  falots)  is  (iogled  o|it  from  amoag  all  the  duties  oC 
0bedieoce/aod  made  the  teft  and  evidence  of  our  iiDcertty  to  that 
great  day,  aod^mi^/bleflbd  or  curfed  aecordiag  10  the  love  ^y 
tttve  maoifefted  tb|s  vfzj  to  the  f^hts^ 

O  then«  benc^rdi',  let  ooae  ihit  vnderftand  the  ftlatiM 
the  (atnts  have  to  OmSt^u  the  members  to  the  head^  or  the  rc> 
htioa  they  havis  10  each  odier  thereby^  as  fellow-meo^rs  of  the 
fame  body,  from  he^cefdrtfa  iioiSkr  Chrtft  ta  hunger,  tf  they 
hav«  bread  to  relieve  him,  or  Chrift  to  be  ditrfiy,  if  tbcy  l$a«e 
vteewidi  to  refresh  him^  this  mtioii  betM^xt  Cfarift  tnd  the 
ftittis,  i^&rds  an  ar^mem  beyond  til  other  af-giimeots  m  the 
werld  to  prevail  witii  ot.  Methioks^  a  Tutte  rh^ric  might 
l^erftade  a  Chriftian  to  fart  with  any  thfa^  be  hath  for  Chrift 
^o  parted  with  the  glory  of  heaven;  yel^  s^hisown  Uoodfor 
Wsfeke. 

*  loier .  4«  Do  Chr^  dni  Mkuers  mais  hnf  one  myfik§ip$^fm  f 
Aipiir  wmaturd  md  ^furi^thvii  wri  all  tkf^aBs  efirnkmA^t^ 
Vfherthy  beMev^rs  wound  and  grisve  Je/iH&r^!  f%ja  ir  ^  yf 
the  handfixmld  wikmd  his  swn  hiad^ /torn  which  ii  rsctfiPiS^^i, 
fmfeyimtimhtmdfirength.  ':'-:r-^-v^      :       .^    ^- 

^  .  When  fatan  fmltes  Chrift  bya  wi<^edman,  be  Aira  womids 
him  with  tbe  hand  of  laa  enemy }  but  when<his^tempnitioiiapre- 
^1  upon  the  iaiots  to  fin,  he  wounds  him^  as  it  were  with  his 
own  hand:  As  the  eagk  znAtne  ittthc/2iMr  cdmplatnedi,  the 
one  that  be  was  wounded  by  an  arrow  winged  with  his  own  fea^ 
ibers;  the  other,  that  it  was  deaved  slander  by  a  wedge  hewn 
ODtt^  its  own  limbs. 

Mow  the  evil  and  difisgennity  of  focii  fibs,  are  so  be  me^fnred* 
not  only  by  the  near  rebtion  CfariA  fi^ins  feo  belkvers  as 
their  Hbid ;  but  more  particularly » from  the  feveral  benefits  they 
lecrivelrom  hiiA  as  fndi;  for  in  woondii^  Gfarift  by  thehr 
£ns,  - 

Fhfi,  They  wound  iknAthiadtfifrfluinc^^  riiraiigh  whom  they 
live,  and  widiout  whom  they  had  Aill  remained  in  the  fi^te  of  fia 
aad  deaths  Eph.iv.  \6.  Shall  Chrift  fend  fife  to  ns«  and  we  le* 
turn  that  which  b  death  10  bim !  O  how  ri)furd»  how  diftgenu- 
ens  is  this ;  . 

Sicmify^  They  wonnd  tSimhadqfgowmmint.    Chrift  is  a 
T  a  -'     - 
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guiding,  ^9^^li^tqui€kefnnghcn6,  Od.  u  t%.  H^  k%  p^ 
^  Mficm,  he  giiideft  yo«  by  ba^  coonfeis  to  glory  :  but  xnuft  hcU 
tb«3  requited  for  fii  bh  hithM  ooodtift  1  What  do  yoti,  wkt 
yoa  fin,  but  rebel  againA  his  government,  iftftifing  to  foUowiM 
fDonielH  ibi  obeyiftg.  in  the  m^an  tiftte»  4  deceiver,  nuliar  thui 
him. 

Thirdly,  Tbey  w<Hiftd  their  tan/hiih^  ie^d^  who  caret,  p^ 
rides,  aad  prc^e^s*  for  the  iwel^e  and  tiftij  e£  the  body,  Ghrif* 
tians,  yoa  know  your  afF^trs  bfclow  have  not  beeo  fieered  aad 
oianagcd  by  yoot  o\r»  wUBom,  but  that  okiders  have  beett  giveo 
firom  heaveti  for  your  iecurity  and  fupplf  from  day  todays  ^  I 
^'  ksow,  O  Lord,  {taitbthe  prophet)  ihat  the  way  of  aiurti  ia  M 
V  in  himfeif,  neither  is  it  in  him  that  waikf  to  direft  bi^  Md 
**  Heps/'  Jcr,  1. 13. 

Itistruet  Ohrtfit$<iutof  your  fights  and  yov  fee  hioi  mdtt 
tet  he  faca  you,  and  6rdi^t%  every  thtog  that  w^eerAs  you, .  MA 
b  thia  a  due  reqoital  of  all  that  care  he  hath  taken  for  yon  f  Da 
yoa  diQS  requite  the  Lord  for  aQ^ria  beoe&ta  i  What,  racq» 
fieilfe cifil  for  gdodl  Q kt  ibaise  corer you* 

Fourthly,  and  lAfily,  They  wound  their  head  ef  bcnms 
Cfarift  your  Head^  ia  the  fountaia  of  hiio6ur  to  ydu  c  Thi»  is 
y0o^  glory  that  ydu  relate  to  him  as  ybur  head :  Yo»  ara^  oi 
^ia  account,  (aa  before  ^as  noted)  exalted  above  aogela. 

Now  then  coii£der^  how  vik  a  thing  it  is  to  refleft  the  kaft 
'difhonour  upon  htm,  from  whom  you  dcclve  ail  your  gkxy.  0 
tmeAAm  and  heMrail  it. 

Ififar^  %,  h  there  fa  ftri6t  and  intmaie  a  relatieH  and  unid^ 
fetwioi  Chrift  and  th  faints  f  Thenjurefy  they  can  neuer  watU 
"^hatis  gwdf^r  theirfoub  or  hodies, 

'  Every  one  natulaUy  cares  and  provides  for  bis  own»  efp^ially 
tor  his  own  body.;  yet  we  can  more  eafily  violate  the  law  of 
nature,  and  be  cruel  to  our  own  fle(h,  than  Chrift  cao  be  fe  te 
his  myfiicsd  body  «.  I  ktiow  it  ts  hard  to  reft  upon,  and  r^yAcc 
ia  a  promiie,  when  needlkies  pinch,  and  we  fee  not  (rOm  wfaescf 
relief  (bouM  ariie ;  bdtOI  what  fweet  latssfa^tion  and  coaafort* 
nught  a  neceffitoua  hdkvjer  find  in  thefe  confidoratipie,  woirid 
he  but  keep  them  upon  his  heart  in  fuch  a  day  of  ftrait. 

firji^f  Whatever  my  dKtretfea  are  fOr  qtudity,  number,  or 
idegrce^  they  are  all  known  evan  to  the  ieaft  ciccaoilhmce,  ^ 
Chrift  my  Head)  He  looks  down  fiom  heaveh  upon  all  my  af- 

•  ^ti  mijit  fill  urn,  immifit  fpiriium,  promtfit  vuhum,  f«///#B»* 
'^tfn  denegabit  /  i;  e.  He  who  hath  fenc  HivSon^  put  the  Spirit  afiictv^ 
ia  ua,  aad  promifed  his  counten^pce*  Wh^t  will  h«  deny  u$  i 


.|yiflioo5^»(d*{wad^rands  the  more  fully  thml  thatfqd  thei^i 
ffd.  jxxvin  9.  "  Lord,  all  my  defire  nn  before  thee,  aod  my 
**  groanlag  is  not  hid  froin  chee.*' 

SictMy,  He  not  only  kaows  them,  but  feels  them,  as  weli 
«s  kaav£  them ;  ''We  have  ncK  aa  H^h-priefc  that  caniioc  b^ 
"touched  with  the  feeltug  of  o»r  iofirmities/'  Heb.  iv.  15, 
ibi  afl  jDinr  aflidlioos  he  is  afflicted,;  tcoder  fyjnpathy  Caooot 
bur  flow,  from  iuch  intimate  union  ;  therefore,  in  Matth.  ^xv^ 
^i,  heiiuib,  f  was  an  huagred^  iao$l  I  was  »<-thirit»  aod  I  was  . 
I^ed.  For  lAdeed  hts  fympathy,  and  tender  companion,  gav<| 
him  as  qnick  a  reienioKnt,  apd  as  tender  a  fcaik  of  their  waacsi 
lis  ifthey  had  been  his  own.    Y^a* 

.  Tkirifyi  He  aot  (»ly  icnowft  and  feels  mjf  waoits,  but  batli 
eooc^  in  his  hand,  and  mucir  more  than  iiSKH^b  to  fupptji 
ibem  all  |.  foe  ail  thifig&  are  deli^e^ed  ta  hJim.  by  the  Fatherg 
Luke  X.  22«  All  the  fiorehoufes  in  heaven  and  eardi  are  hi^ 
^ha.iv.  f^.  .         .         % 

..  Fmr$ifyi  H£  begows  all  earthly  good  th'pgs*  even  to  fuperr 
iiaity  and  redundance,  upon  his  very  enemies^  ''  They  havf 
**  mott  than  h«ah  can  wiib/'  P^.  Ixxiii*  7*  He  is  bountiful 
to  fcratigers ;  he  loads  very  enemies  with  th^  4H0g»,  and  oM| 
it  be  fuj^pofed  he  will  in  the  mean  while  frarve  bis  own,  an4 
pegleA  thoffi  whom  he  loves  as.  his  qwu  fle(hi  it  caanoc  b% 
MoMower,  ...  .    ^ 

Fifthfy^  Hitherto  he  hatb  oot  fufferrd  ne  to  perifti  in  any  for- 
mer ftraitsf  when*  and  where  was  it,  thai  he  forlbok  me? 
This  is  oot  the  firit.  plaoge  of  trouble  I  have  been  in ;  have  I 
not  found  him  a  God  4t  hand  I  How  oft  have  I  (eea  him  in  (be 
mount  of  difficulties  i 

Sixthly ^  and  Laftly^  I  have  his  promife  and  engagement  that 
he  will  never  leave  me  isor  foriake  me,  Heb.  xiii.  5.  and  John 
«iv.  iS.  a  promiie  which  bath  never  failed,  fince  the  hour  k 
mu  fiffi  made.  II  then,  the  Lord  Jefus  Jcnows  j^nd  feels  all  my 
wao:ts>h»th  enough,  and  more  than  eiK>u^b  tcfupply  them,  if 
he  gives  even  to  reduadaoce  unto  his  enemies,  fiatb  not  hitherto 
fotfalten  me,  and  hath  promifed  he'  never  will  I  Why  then  is 
my  foul  thus  difi|uieted  in  me  1.  Surely  there  is  no  caufe  it 
firoold  be  lb* 

infer.  6,  If  th  faint$  are  fo  marfy  mutid^  Chrlfi,  ax  tim 
\     members  t&  the  head:  0  then  how  great  o,fin^  and  full  cf  dangef 
is  it  for  any^  to  ivrong  and  per/ecute  the  faints  /  For  info  ilnng', 
tiiy  nmfl  imds  perfecute  Chrtft  hmfelf. 
t'  Saul;  Sa«il,  (fiith  Cbtift)  why  perfecuteft  tbdu  mc  ?'*  Aft* 
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he.  4.  t  The  nghteoos  God  holds  himfelf  olsG^d  to  viadkate 
epprefled  inooceucy,  though  it  be  in  the  perfoos  of  wicked  meo. 
how  moch  more  when  it  is  in  a  member  of  Chrift  ?  *'  He  that 
^  toucbeth  yon/  tou(;heth  the  apple  of  mioe  eye/'  Z^.  u.  8. 
And  is  it  to  be  imagined,  that  Chrift  will  fir  ftill,  and  fnffer  his 
coemits  to  hnrt  or  injure  dfe  very  apples  of  hi$  ey^ :  No,  no, 
^  He  bath  cx-dained  his  arrpws  againft  the  perfeoitca!^/'  Flaia 
^.  13, 

'  O  ir^ere  better  thine  hand  fhonld  wither,  and  thine  armfaS 
from  thy  ftiottlder,  than  ever  it  (hould  be  lifted  op  a^oft 
Chrift,  in  the  pooreft  of  his  members.  Believe  it,  CrSy.not  oa* 
ly  your  vicdent  actions,  but  your  hard  fpeeches,  are  all  £et  dowa 
ttpob  yonr  ddom's-day  book ;  and  you  (hall  be  broo^t  to  ao 
account  for  them  in  the  great  day,  Jf^de  15.  Beware  whatar* 
rows  you  ftioot,  and  be  fure  of  your  mark  before  you  (hoot  | 
diem.  . 

Infer.  7.  If  there  be  Juch  «  ^nwn  ietwixt  Chr^  mnd  itefiinis, 
ms  bath  been  defcribedj  upon  what  conifortabU  t$tms  thm^  fOMf     \ 
Mievers  part  viith  their  bodies  at  death  f  . 

Chrift  your  head  is  rifen,  therefore  yon  cannot  be  loft :  nay,  j 
lie  is  not  only  rifen  from  the  dead  hlmielf,  but  is  alio  '^  become  J 
••  the  firft^frnitsof  them  Aat  flept,"  i  Cor.  xv.  20,  Believers  1 
t#c  his  members,  his  fulneis,  he  cannot  therefore  be  Gomfdete  | 
withont  yon:  a  part  of  Chrift  cannot  perilh  in  tbe  grave j:i  | 
much  iefs  burn  in  hell.  Remember^  when  you  feel  the  natural  \ 
vnion  diflblving,  that  this  my ftical  union  can  never  bedillbW*  \ 
ed :  the  pangs  of  death  cannot  break  this  tie.  And  as  there  is  j 
ft  peculiar  excellency  in  the  believer^s  life,  b  there  is  a  fingular  J 
fupport,  and  peculiar  comfort  jn  his  death;  *'  To  me  to  live  is  ^ 
•*  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain,"  Phil,}.  21.  \ 

Infer.  8.  If  there  be  fuch  a  union  betwixt  Chrift  and  bclicv*  \ 
crs,  Hmx)  doth  it  ctmcerri  every  man  to  try  and  eiuimine  hise*  j 
^atj^y  whether  he  is  really  united  with  Chrift  or  mt\  by  the  natth  j 
rai  and  proper  ^e{ts^  which  <klw/^ys  firva  from  tUi  union  P  As, 

f  Agefilaus  was  wont  to  fay.  That  he  very  much  wondered,  that 
thth  were  not  reckoned  apin  the. number  of  facrilegious  perfbns,  who 
iRjured  thofe  who  made  fapplicatiOn  to  God,  or  worshipped  him  :  By 
which  ^e  (igniiied,' thai  not  only  thofe  ihould  he  reckoned  injurious, 
who  robbed  the  Gods-themfelves,  ortkeir  temples,  but  even  thefi{ 
chiefly  who  affronted  tfieir  feryants  or  heralds.     JEmyL  Preb» 

4  To  iky  that  the  temple  of  God,  in  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Pa* 
Ihfr  dwells*  and,  the  members  of  Chrift,  ihall not  partake  of  fal- 
vacton,  bnt  be  brought  :into  perdition,  what  is  it  but  the  greaieft 
bhfj^h^y  i     Iren^  iik^  5. 
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^'tiri,  fhe'Ycal 'commuQicatioQ  of  Chrift*s  boHnefito  th^ 
fedl.  We  canoot  be  united  With  this  root»  aod  aot  partake  of 
ihe  vitd  (ap  of  fanfVificatioa  firom  him ;  all  that  are  plauted  ia* 
to  him,  are  (danced  into  the  libenefsof  his  death,  and  of  hii 
rerarre£&x>/ Rom.  ?i.  5,  6.  viz.  bjf  mortificacioa  and  vivifica- 
dofl.   - 

-  Secomfyt  irhey  that  are  fo  Nearly  united  to  Mm,  asmcmberji 
lo  the  head»  cannot  but  love  him  and  valiie  him,  above  their 
owfl  Ittei]  as  we  fee  in  nature,-  the  hand  and  arm  will  interpofr 
to  five  tfae.feBBad.  The  nearer  the  union^  tbe  (Iroi^ger  always  is 
the  tfSeftioD. 

fhirtSy^  The  membiers  are  fubjeft  tothchead%.  Pominioo 
k  die  bead  mufi  needi  bfer  fubjeAion  in  the  iQembers,  Eph* 
t  24*  In  vain  do  we  claim  union  with  Chrift  a$  our  head, 
Wfailft  we  are  governed  by  oor  own  Wills,  and  our  luffs  give  us 
law,  .  .    . 

Fourtify.  All  that  are  united  to  Chriff,  d#  bear  fruit  to  Crod, 
Rom.  Hu  4. ' '  l^ruitfulnefs  is  the  next  end  of  our  union :  there 
are  00  ^rren  branches  growing  upon  this  fruitful  root. 

Infer.  9.  Xafiiy»  ifcnv  much  art  believers  engaged  t»  walkag 
thmemhefs  cf  Chrift.  in  the  vifible  exercifes  ^  all  thofe  grace$ 
and  duties 9  *(uhich  the  confideration  tf  their  n^r  relation  to  him 
txoBs/nm  them.    As, 

Firfl^  How^ntented  and  well  plealed  <hould  we  be  with  our 
outward  lot,  however  providence  hath  caft  it  for  us  in  this  world. 
0  do  not  repine,  God  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  you ;  upoa 
others  }ie  hath  beftowed  the  good  thidgs  of  this  ^orld ;  upoa 
)oo,  bimfelf  in  Chrift. 

Secondly,  How  humble  ^nd  lowly  in  fplrit  (hould  you  be  un« 
der  your  great  advancement  f  It  is  true,  God  hath  magnified 
f(m  greatly  by  this  union,  but  yet  do  not  fwell,  **  You  bear  not 
*'  the  root,  but  the  root  you,"  Rom.  xi.  18.  You  ftiine,  but 
it  is  as  the  (lars,  with  a  borrowed  light.  t 

TTnrdlyj  How  zeabus  (hould  you  be  to  honour  Chrift,  who  hath 
put  &  inucli  honour  upon  yon  1  Be  willing  to  give  glory  to 
Chrift,  though  bis  glory  (hould  riieout  of  your  (hame.  Never 
reckon  that  glory  diat  goes  to  Chrift,  to  be  loA  to  you :  whea 
you  lie  at  his  feet,  in  the  moft  particular  heart-breaking  confef* 
fions  of  rm»  yet  let  this  pl^  you,  that  therein  yoa  have  givea 
Km  glory. 

Fourthly  f  How  exaft  and  circumfpe^  (hould  yoo  be  in  all 
your  ways,  remonbring  whof^  you  are,  and  whom  you  repre* 
fent  1  Shall  it  j^e  faid,  that  a  member  of  Chrift  was  convi£led  of 
iorigbtcoofiicfi  and  onhdy  aftioas  i  G^dfiort^id*    ^^fwofay. 
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V  we  ha!«c  fcUowftiip  with  him,  and  walk  in  darknefs,  we  lie,*' 
I  John  i.  6.  **  And  he  that  faith  he  abideth  in  him, -  ought  al-? 
•-•  fo  himfeif  to  walk  even  as  he  alio  walked,"  i  John  H.  6. 

T^thfyy  How  fcudious  fliould  you  beof  ptoce,  amovg  your* 
fi]lvt9»  who  are  all  lb  nearly  united  to  fuch  a  Head,  ^od  thereby 
arc  made  fellow-members  of  the  fame  body  !  The  Heathen  worJi 
was  never  acquaiiited  with  fuch  an  argument  ai  the  apbftle urges 
for  nnity,  in  Eph.  iv.  3,  4.  ' 

^/jcM^,  and- laftly,  How  joyful  and  comfortable  (hodd  yoa* 
be>  to  whom  Chrift^  with  all  his  treafures  an(i  benefits,  ise^c- 
tually  applied  in  this  blelfed  union  of  your  fouls  with  him  Ir 
This  brings  him  into  your  polTefflon  :  O  how  ^reat!  how  glo- 
cioos  s^  perfon  do  thefe  little,  weak  artns  of  your  fahh  embrace  I i 
Tbanki  he  to  God  for  Jefus  Chryi. 


S    E    R    M    O    N      lit 

Qpcuiog  the  Nature  and  Ufe  of  the  GQfficl-inJ9i(by,a» 
an  external  Mean^  of  applying  Christ. 

a'COR.  V.  20.  Now  then^  we  are  ambaffadors  for  Chrifi,  af^ 
though  Cod  did  befeech  you  by  ui  ':  we  pray  y9u  in  Chrifi't 
fteaJ,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God. 

TH  E  efie(il:ual  application  of  Chrift,  principally  confiftj' 
in  our  union  with  him,  but,  ordinarily,  there  cau  be  na 
union  without  a  gofpel-tender,  and  overture  of  him  to  our 
ibnls;  for,  **  How  fhall  they,  believe  in  him,  of  whom  they  have 
^  not  heard  ?  and  how  (hall  they  hear  witlipiaft  a  preacher  ? 
•^  and  how  (hall  they  preach,  except  they  br  fent  ?"  Rom.  x.. 

'  If  God  be  upon  a  defign  of  efpoufing  poor  finners  to  his  Son, 
there  mpft  be  a  treaty  in  order  to  It ;  that  treaty  requires  inrer- 
tocutlon  betwixt  both  the  parties  concerned  in  it;  but  fuch  is 
©iir  frailty,  that,  fhould  God  fpeak  immediately  to  us  bimfelf, 
it  would  confound  and  overwhelm  us :  God  therefore  gracioufly 
aondefcends,  and  accomodates  himfeif  to  our  iDfirmi^y,  in  treat- 
ing with  us  in  order  to  our  union ^yilh  Chrift,  by  his  amhaffadors, 
and  thefe  not  angels^  whole  converfes  we  cannot  bear,  bat  men 
like  ourielves,  who  are  commifllonated  for  the  effefting  of  this 
great  bufinels  betwixt  Chrift  and  U5.  "  Now  theii,  we  are  am- 
V .  baffiidors  for  God,"  Ar.    lo  which  words- yen  bare,  ^ 


^ttik,  tffi  tlir  Meikod  if  Grace.  t4{ 

Fir/i,  Chrift*^  Ambai&dors  commiflloDateci* 

S^conifr*  Their  commiiEoQ  opeDcd. 

Firft,  Civrift's  ambafladors  commiiTidQated.  **  Now^ thcn»  ^ 
''  are  ambaiTadors  for  Chift."  The  Lord  Jefps  thought  it  nbt 
fufRcieot  to  print  the  law  of  grace,  and  blefled  teribs  of  out 
ttfuoQ  with  him  iil  the  fcriptures^  where  meci  may  read  his  wil* 
Jiogacis  ta  receive  them,  aud  fee  the  juft  and  gracious  terms  and 
cooditions  upon  which  HeofTers  to  become  theirs  i  but  hath  allb 
io  fet  op  and  eAablilhed  a  ftaoding  office  ia  the.churcb»  to  ex- 
pbuod  that  law,  inculcate  the  precepts,  and  urge  the  promifes 
thereof;  to  woo  and  cfpouie  fouls  to  Chrift,  **  I  have  efpoilled 
'*  yoa  to  oDe  Hufband,  that  1  may  prcient  you  asachafte  virgiil 
"  to  Chrift/'  2  Cor.  xi.  ao» ;  and  this  not  fimpty  froih  their  owli 
ai&Aions  and  compaffious  to  miierablc  iinners,  but  al(b  by  vir- 
tue of  their  office  and  como^on,  whereby  they  are  authorized 
and  appointed  to  that  work.  '*  We  then  are  ainbailadors  (at , 
"  Chrift." 

Secondly y  Their  commiffion  opened :  Wherein  we  find, 

i.  Their  work  appointed. 

2.  Their  capacity  deicribed. 

3.  And  the  manner  of  their  adling  iil.that  Capacity  preferib^ 
td. 

Pirjt^  The  work  whereilnto  the  miniftei-s  of  the  gofpd  sup 
appointed,  is  to  reconcik  the  world  to  God:  to  work  thefe  (infuU 
Vaiii,  rebellious  hearts,  which  ha^e  a  ftrong  averfadon  from  God 
oaturally  in  th«m;  to  dofe  with  him  according  to  the  articki 
of  peace  contained  in  the  gofpel,  that  thereby  they  miy  be  c^- 
paUe  to  receive  the  mercies  and  benefits  purchaled  by  the  death 
of  ChrifV,  which  they  cannot  receive  in  the  flate  of  entnity  and 
alienation. 

Secondly,  Their  capacity  defcribed :  They  aft m  Cirijl^s  fieai^ 
as  his  vicegerents .  He  is  no  more  in  this  world  to  treat  per«> 
fcmaiiy  with  finners,  as  once  he  did  in  the  days  of  his  fle(h ;  but 
yet  be  ftill  continues  the  treaty  with  this  lower  world,  by  his  of- 
ficers, requiring  men  to  look  upon  them»  and  obey  them  as  tbef 
would  himielf^  if  he  were  corporally  prefimt,  Luke  x*  ifi.  **  He 
^  that  heareth  you,  heareth  me ;  and  he  that  deipifeth  you,  de^ 
'*  fplfeth  me." 

Thirdly^  The  manner  of  their  aftlng  in  that  capacity  preicrib- 
ed;  and  that  is,  by  humble,  fweet,  and  a)ndefceading  entree* 
ties  and  befeechtngs.  This  beft  futts  the  meek  and  lamb^liki 
Saviour  whom  they  repre{ent ;  tbus  he  dealt  with  poor  finoem 
himielf,  whea  he  cooverfed  among  tbems  hf  urouUMi^ 

Vol.  II.  tr  I        .' 


«46  The  Method  if  Grace.  Semi.  IK. 

^  break  a  braifed  reed,  nor  qaench  the  finoaking  flax,"  I&. 
xlii.  3.  This  is  the  way  to  allure  and  wia  the  fouls  of  fmnets 
to  Chrift.  / 

From  hence  the  note  is,  > 

'  Doft.  That  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  by  thriJVs  ambajpikn^ 
is  the  meant  appointed  for  the  reconciling  and  bringing 
heme  of  Jinners  to  Chrif^. 

This  is  clear  from  Rom.  x.  14.,  1  Cor.  i.  21.  andmasy 
other  fcriptures. 

Here  we  ihall  take  into  cooflderatioQ  thefe  three  things. 

Firft^  What  is  implied  in  Chriil's  treating  with  finners  by  his 
ambafladors  or  minilters. 

Secondly^  What  is  the  great  concernment  they  are  to  trcaC 
Vfixh  iinners  about^ 

Thirdly^  What,  and  when  is  the  efficacy  of  preachiojg,  to 
bring,  finners  to  Chrilh 

Firfty  We  will  open  what  is  implied  and  imported  in  Chrift's 
treaty  with  iinners,  by  his  ambafladors  or  miniilers. 

And  here  we  find  thefe  fix  things  implied. 

I.  It  neceflarily  implies  the  defedion  and  fall  of  man,  from 
ills  eftate  of  favour  and  friendfhip  with  God  :  If  no  war  with 
heaven,  what  need  of  ambafTadors  of  peace  ?  The  very  office  of 
the  jniniAry,  is  an  argument  of  the  fall.  Gofpel-ordiDaDces, 
and  officers  came  in  upon  the  fall,  and  expire  with  the  Media- 
tor*s  difpenfatory-kingdom,  1  Gor.  xv.  24,  25.  "  Then  (hall  he 
**  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father  :"  Thence- 
forth no  more  ordinances,  no  more  minifters ;  What  ufe  caa 
there  be  of  them,  when  the  treaty  is  ended  ?  They  have  done  and 
accompUihed  all  they  were  ever  intended  and  defigned  for,  when 
they  (hall  have  reconciled  to  God  all  the  number  of  his  eleftf 
that  dtfperfed  among  the  lod  and  miferable  pof^erity  of  AdaoOt 
and  have  brought  them  home  to  Chrift  in  a  perfect  iUte^  £ph. 
iv.  12,  ifc. 

2»  It  implies  the  fingular  grac^  and  admirable  condefcenfion 
t>f  God  to  finful  man.  That.  God  will  admit  any  treaty  with 
him  at  all,  is  wonderful  mercy,  it  is  more  than  he  would  do  for 
the  angels  that  fell,  Jude  6.  "  They  are  refervcd  in  everlafting 
••*  cbainSy  under  darkncfs,  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day." 
-Chrift  took  not  on  him  their  nature,  but  fuffered  myriads  of 
'them  to  perifh,  and  fills  up  their  vacant  places  in  glory,  with  a 
auunker^of  fuifnl  men  and  women,,  to  whom  the  law  awarded 
the  fame  pumfhmeut.  w       .  ..       .  « 
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Bar  that  God  will  not  only  treat,  bnt  tiitreat  ftad.befeech 
finfid  men  to  be  reccmcikd,  is  yet  more  wonderfol.  Bareiy  to 
propound  the  terms  of  peace,  had  been  an  aAoniftiing  mercy  ; 
bnt  to  woo  and  befeech  ftnbbom  enemies  to  be  at  peac?,  and 
accept  their  pardon,  oh,  how  anparrailded  was  this  condelbeii-' 
fion!  .    / 

3.  ft  implies  the  great  dignity  and  hononr  of  the  gofpel^mini^ 
flry.  fVe  are  ambajfadors  for  thrift  *.  Ambafladors  repreidSc 
and  peribnate  the  prince  that  fends  them ;  and  the  honours  or 
Gcmtempts  done  to  them,  refleft  upon»  and  are  reckoned  to  the 
peribn  of  their  mafter,  Luke  x.  it.  **  He  that  hearetb  you, 
^^  beareth  me ;  and  he  that  ddpifeth  you,  defpifeth  me.'* 

Neither  their  peHbns,  nor  pans,  are  the  proper  ground  and 
reafon  of  onr  refpeAs  to  them ;  but  their  office  and  commiffioa 
from  Jefns  Cbrift. 

We  are  fallen  into  the  dregs  of  time,  wherda  a  vile  cootempt 
18  poared,  not  only  upon  the  perfons,  but  tbe  very  dfice  of  the 
ininiftry ;  and  I  could  heardly  wiih  that  fcripture,  Mai.  ii.  7, 
^1  9m  were  thorou^ly  coofidered  by  us,  poffibly  it  might  in* 
form  us  of  the  traecauie  and  reafon  of  this  fore  judgment-; 
bat  furely  Chrift's  faidiful  minifters  deferve  a  better  entertain* 
nent  than  they  ordinarily  find  in  the  world  ;  and  if  we  did  but 
ierioufly  bethink  ourietves,  in  whofe  name  they  come,,  and  ifi 
whole  ftead  they  ftand,  we  ibould  receive  them  as  tbe  GaU« 
tlans  did  Paul,  Gal.  iv.  14.,  as  angeis  of  God,  even  as  Chrift 
Jefns.  . 

4.  CbriA's  treating  with  finners  by  his  mioifters,  who  are  his 
ambafladors.  Implies  the  AriA  obligation  they  are  under,  to  be 
faithful  in  their  minifteriai  employment.  Chrift  counts  upoQ 
their  faithfnlneis,.whom  he  puts  into  the  miniftry,  i  Tim.  i. 
12.  They  are  accountable  to  him  for  all  &&$  of  their  office, 
Heb.  xiii.  17,  If  they  be  filent,  they  cannot  be  innocent;: 
*'  Neceffity  is  1^  upon  them,  and  woe  to  them,  if  they  preach 
"  not  the  gofpcl,"  i  Cor.  ix.  16.    - 

Yea,  neceffity  is  not  only  laid  upon  them  to  preach,  but  to' 
keep  dole  to  thcircommtffion  in  preaching  the  gofpcl,  i  Thef. 
'^^'  3»  4>  5*  "  Our  exhortation  was  not  of  deceit,  nor  of  unclfiaiH 
**  nefs,  nor  in  guile,  but  as  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be  put 

U  2     ^ 

*  We  are  ambaffadors  among  thofe  who  ferve  the  King  of  kings ; 
vc  reprefent  the  perfon  of  God  and  Chrift  :  never  any  yet  defpifed 
^  with  impamry,  nay,  without  being  iojuriotts  to  God  and  .Chrift. 
SfivfUi,  Pra/ati  ad  Paji.  Evan. ' 


^*  in  trail  ^ttb  the  gofp^l,  even  (b  ^mt  fpeftk,  not  as  pteafiQ|g 
•*  men,  bat  God  who  tricth  oi:^r  hearts  :*'  the  word  U  oot  tej* 
be  corrupted  to  pleafe  mcQ,  2  Cor.  ii.  tj.  their  boTitiefs  is  ttof 
-f6  make  thefi^  their  difciplcs,  but-Ct^iil's;  not  tofedc  thtiH, 
hvLt  them»  2  Cor,  xii.  14.  tp  keep  doTe  to  their  wftraftioi^ 
both  in  the  matter,  manoer,  aad  end  of  their  miuiftry.  So  did 
Chrift  hitofdfj  the  trcafare  of  wifdom  apd  ktiowledge,  yet  be- 
i6g  lent  by  God.  he  faith,  Jobl^vii.  id."  My  do^rioe  is  &0( 
«<  mm^,  bnt  his  that  feat  me."  And  fo  he  expefts  nitt- 
qotres  that  bis  ambttfiadors  keep  dole  m  the  ^romminiaQ  he  hsdi 
^iven  them,  ftnd  be  (accordi&g  to  their  meaftti^)  hAMA  <q 
their  tmft,  a»  he  was  to  hi$«  Paul'  is  to  deltfei^  to  the  peopfe, 
that  wbldi  he  alio  received*from  the  Lord,  i  Cor.  ri*  AjA 
Timothy  maft  keep  that  which  was  cottimitted  to  hind)  a  Tifli^ 

i.  14- 

j.  It  implies  the  remo^  of  the  gofpeUmiDiftry  tp  b^  a  ter; 
grcit  jjudgment  to  the  peqpie.  The  Fcmandiog  of  aiqbiffadofJ, 
■prefages  an  etrfaiog  war.  If  the  recondliftg  of  fouls  to  dod  be 
the  gitateilft  work,  then  the  removal  of  the  meatus  and  lofira- 
itients  ther^f  mtiR  be  the  fbreft  judgment.  Some  tctmx 
**  the  falling  of  the  fait  npon  the  table"  ominous,  but  fordy 
thfe  faHiug  of  them,  whom  Chrift  caHs  th/dlt  rfthe  eAfih,  is  fo  I 
4adeed.    '  - 

What  npw  ure  tbofe,  once  famous  and  renowned  phiceF,  froto 
:?!whence  pHrift,  (as  be  threatned),  hath  removed  the  candieftltli 
but  magna  iatracinia,  dens  of  robbers,  and  mountains  of  prey ! 

6.  And  laftlyi  It  imptie$  both  the  wtfdom  and  cpndcrceofioa 
{)f  God  to  iinfui  Bieq,  lu  carryii^  on  a  treaty  of  pea<%  with  cbetti 
^y  fud)  ainba^dpril,  oegociating  betwi>^t  him  and  them :  With- 
ffnti  treaty^  there  v^vTd  be  no  recpndliation  1  and  00  method 
^  o^rry  on  ibch  ^  treaty  like  this :  for  had  the  Lord  treated  with 
finners  perfooaliy,  and  imn^cdiatdy,  they  had  been  ovetwhelffl- 
f  d  with  his  awful  rosjefty.  The  app^aranc?js  of  God  confonud 
the  creature,  *'  Let  me  not  heaf  ^gain  the  voice  of  the  Lord  my 
**  God,  (faith  IfracI)  neither  let  me  fee  this  great  fire  any^more, 
**  that  I  die  npt:  Yea^  fo  terrible  was  that  fight,  that  Mofe 
"**  fard,  I  exce^ingiy  fear  and  quake,^  |3eut.  xviii.   i4  Heb. 

Or  had  he  oommiffionated  ^zn^^/x  for  this  employment,  though 
they  flaaci  oot  at  fqch  an  inSnite  diftance  from  us  as  God  doth, 
yet  fnch  is  tjie  excdlepce  pf  their  glory  fbetng  the  higheft  fpe- 
wks  and  order  oi  crcatureB)  that  their  appearances  would  be 
illore  apt  toafloniCh  than  perfuade  us :  befides,  they  being  cmt 
f^f^  cdf  another  rank  and  kind|/and  not  paruking  with  n$i  ^ 
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iJkr  IB  die  tMtrj  of  the  fall^  or  benefit  of  the  itcdVery  by 

'      Chrift ;  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed.  they  (hould  ijpeak  to  us  ib 

feclii^y  imd  experimeocally ,  as  thpfe  his  minin^rs  do ;  they  can 

ppcQ  tQ  yoa  the  myfteries  of  fin,  feeling  the  workings  thereof 

daily  in  (heir  own  hearts ;  they  can  difcover  to  you  the  codflifls 

jtf  the  AsQarjui^  Spirit,  as  being  dally  exerciied  in  that  warfare  ; 

fai  tfaea  being  i6en  of  the  fame  mould  and  teinperi  they  oto  (af 

!     to  you  as  £Uha  did  to  Job,  Chap,  xxxiii.  6,  71  «*  Behold,  1  am 

<**  sliding  te  thy  wi(h,  in  God*s  Head,  I  alio  am  formed  out 

:^*  (^  the  clay ;  behold,  my  terror  ihall  not  make  thee  afraid^ 

^'  neither  Ihall  my  hand  be  heavy  upon  thee." 

So  that  in  this  appointment,  much  of  the  divine  wifdom  and 
OMuie&e&iiaD  to  finners  is  manifelVed :  "  We  have  this  treafure 
^'  IB  earthen  vefleis,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of 
''  God>  and  not  of  us,"  2  Coti  iv.  7.  God's  glory  and  ma&*a 
fidfantage  are  both  promoted  by  this  diipenfation. 

Sicomty^  Next  we  are  to  confider  that  great  cancernmeot\  a^- 
#oot  Which  tbefe  ambajJwior4  of  Chrift  are  to  treat  with  fioners  ; 
jUid  that  (as  the  text  informs  us)  is  their  reconciliation  to  God«> 
.  Now  recoDciliatioo  with  God,  is  the  reftoring  of  men  to  that 
ibrmer  friend&ip  they  had  with  .God,  which  was  broken  by  the 
iall  *^  and  is  (KU  continued  by  our  enmity  and  averfation  whilft 
We  continue  in  our  natural  and  unr<;generate  eftate.  Now  this 
fs  the  greateft  and  moft  bleiTed  defi^n  that  ever  God  had  in  the 
ivotJd  ;  an  aftoniihtng  and  invaluable  mercy  to  men,  as  will  dear* 
ly  appear,  by  confideriog  thefe  particulars  following* 

Fitfi^  That  God  Aiould  be  reconciled  after  fuch  a  dreadful 
f»fach  as  the  fail  of  man  made,  is  wonderful ;  no  fin,  all  things 
imnfidered,  was  ever  like  to  this  Hn :  other  ijns»  like  a  fingle  bul* 
let,  kill  particolar  perfons,  but  this,  like  a  chain-fliot*  cuts  off 
multitudes  a$  the  fand  upon  the  ^ea-ihore,  which  no  man  can 
nomben 

If  ail  the  pofterity  of  Adam*  in  their  feveral  gjcnerations, 
fhould  do  nothing  elfe  but  bewail  and  lament  this  finofhia, 
*  wfailft  this  world  continues,  yet  would  it  not  be  enough  lamel^- 
ted ;  for  a  man  fo  oewly  created  out  of  nothing,  and  admitted 
the  firft  iuoment.  into  the  higheft  order,  crowned  a.  king  over 
tbrworks  of  God's  hands,  Pfal.  viii.  5.  a  man  perfeft  and  up- 
tight, without  thekaft  inordinate  motion,  or  finful  indination : 
a  man  whofe, mind  was  moft  clear,  bright,  and  appreh^ve  of 

♦  To  reconcile  is  nothing  elfe,  than  to  make  up  that  friendfinp, 
?vhich  was  broke  by  fome  grievous  o£Fence,  and  thus  to  bring  eae- 
{^  back  into  their  former  flate  of  coccord.    Dav,  on  Col.  i.  2O0 
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the  will  of  Ctod,  whole  will  was  free,  and  able  to  faave  c^fily 
put  by  the  Arongeft  temptation :  a  man  in  a  paradife  of  de« 
lights,  where  nothing  was  left  to  d^fire  for  the  advaddng  hap* 
pioeis  of  feol  or  body :  a  man  underftanding  himfelf  to  be  a 
public,  completive  perfon,  carrying  not  only  his  own^  bot  the 
liappiiiefs  of  the  whole  world  in, his  hand :  lb  fo0li,  upon  fo 
flight  a  temptation,  *to  violate  the  law  of  his  God,  and  iavolie 
himielf  and  all  his  poAerity  with  him,  in  fuch  a  gulph  oi  gailt 
and  miiery;  all  which  he  might  fo  eafily  hat^e  prevented!  0 
wonderful  amazing  mercy,  that  >  ever  God  (hould  think  of  being 
reconciled,  or  have  any  purpofes  of  peace  towards  ib  vile  anapon 
ilate  creatore  as  man. 

Secmidly,  That  God  (hould  be  reconciled  to  nun^  and  not  t^ 
ang^lSf  a  more  high  and  excellent  order  of  aeatures,  is  yet  taott 
aOcnifluog  :  when  the  angels  fell  they  were  loft  trrecoveraU;; 
DO  hand  of  mercy  was  ftretched  out  to  fave  one  of  tA^ofe  myriads 
of  excellent  beings,  but  chains  of  darknefs  were  immediately 
clapped  on  tKem,  to  relerve  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  great 
day,  Jude  6. 

That  the  milder  attribute  (hoqld  be  exercifed  to  the  inferior, 
and  the  fevercr  attribute  to  the  more  excellent  creature,  is  juft 
matter  for  eternal  admiration.  Who  would  caft  away  veflelsof 
g0ld,  and  fave  earthen  potfherds !  Some  indeed  undertake  to 
ihewus  the  reafons,  why  the  wifdom  of  God  made  no  provifi- 
on  for  the  recovery  of  angels  by  a  Mediator  of  reconciliation*, 
partly  from  the  high  degree  of  the  malignity  of  their  fin,  who 
linned  in.  the  light  of  heaven,  partly  becaufe  it  was  decent,  that 
the  firft  breach  of  the  divine  law  (hould  be  puni(h^d,  to  fccoie 
obedience  for  the  future.  And  beiides,  the  angelical  nature 
'  was  not  entirely  loft,  myriads  of  angels  ftill  continuing  in 
their  innooency and  glory;  when  as  all  miankind  was  t(;>ft  ia 
Adam. 

But  we  mtift  remember  f^ll  the  law  made  nd  d}ftin£):ion,  bat 
.awarded  the  fame  puniihment^  and  therefore  it  was  mercy  aloac 
that  made  the  difter^ce,  and  mercy  for  ever  to  be  .adinired  by 
men  ;  bow  aftonifhing  is  the  grace  of  God,  that  moves  in  a  way 
of  reconciliation  to  us,  out  of  defign  to  fill  up  the  vacant  places 
in  heaven,  from  which  angels  fell,  with  fuch  poor  worms  as 
we  are!  Angels  excluded,  and  men  received.  O  ftupendous 
mercy !. 

Thirdly^  That  God  (hould  be  vfhonyvkuA  thoroi^hfy  reconciled 
to  man,  fo  that  no  fury  remains  in  him  againft  «s>;  acconding' 
to  that  fatpture,  Ifa.  xxvii.  4.  is  ftiU  matter  of  fardier  woo* 
der. 
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.  The  QcGgQ  he  fends  his  amhajfador  to  you  about,  is  oot  the  aU 
kyiog  and  mitigating  of  his  wrath,  (which  yet  would  be  matter 
of  great  joy  to  the  damaed)  but  thoroughly  to  quench  ail  his 
wrath,  fo  that  no  degree  thereof  (hall  ever  befelt  by  you.  O 
Uefledembafly  I  '*  Beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of 
*'  them  that  bring  fuch  tidings."  Goi  ofFers  you  a  full  reoonci- 
liatioo,  a  plenary  remiffioQ. 

Fmrthly^  That  God  fliould  be  freely  reconciled  to  finner$» 
aod  diftfaarge  them  without  any  the  lead  fatisfaf^ion  to  his  ju- 
fiice  from  them,  is,  and  for  ever  will  be»  marvellous  in  their 
eyes.  - 

Oh  what  Qiercy  would  the  damned  account  it,  if  after  a  thou* 
fiodTe^s  torments  in  hell,  God  would  at  laft  be  reconcUed  t6 
them,  and  put-iiA  end  to  their  mifery  I  But  believers  are  dif<- 
c/iarged  without  bearing  any  part  of  the  cdr&,'UOt  one  farthing 
of  that  debt  is  levied  upon  them. 

O^e^.  If  you  fay,  how  can  this  be,  when  God  ftands  upon 
foil  £itisfaAioa.to  his  juftice  before  any  Ibul  be  dticharged  and 
rellored  to  favour  \  freely  reconciled,  and  yet  fuUy  iatisiied,  how 
cao  this  be  \ 

Soht.  Very  well,  for  this  mercy  comes  freely  to  your  bandd/ 
bow  cofHy  foever  it  proved  to  ChriiV;  ^nd  that  free  remiffioni 
and  foil  fatisfaAioo,  are  not  coatradiAory  and  inconfilVeiit 
thlogs,  is  plain  enough  from  thatfcrtpture,  Rom.  iii.  24.  '*  Being 
'^  juflified  freely  by  hb  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  Is 
in  Chrift  Jefns:"  freely,  and  yet  in  the  way  of  redemption. 
For  though  Chrift,  your  furety,  hath  made  iatisfaAiou  in 
your  name  and  ftcad,  yet  it  was  his  life,  his  blood,  and  ndt 
yoors,  that  went  for  it,  and  this  furety  was  of  God's  own  ap^ 
pointmenr,  and  providing,  without  your  thoughts  or  contrivance. ' 
0  bleded  recondtiation,  happy  19  the  people  that  hear  the  joy- 
fill  found  of  it. 

F^thiy  and  laAly,  That  God  (hould  be  fmally  recondled  to 
fiaoers,  fo  that  never  any  new  breach  fh^U  happen  betwixt  him 
aod  them  any  more,  fo  as  to  diflblve  the  league  of  friendOiip,  is 
a  mod  raviftiing  and  tranfporting  menage. 

Two  things  give  confirmation  and  full  fecurity  to  reconciled 
ones,  ,viz^  the  terms  of  the  coveoaat,  and  the  interce£ioo  of 
the  Mediator. 

The  covenant  of  grace  gives  great  fecurity  to  believers,  >• 
gaiaft  new  breaches^  betwixt  God  and  them.  It  is  faid,  Jer. 
xxxii.  40.  ''  Aod  I  will  make  an  everkfting  covenant  with  them; 
'*  that  I  will  not  tura  away  from  them  to  do  them  good,  but  I 
!*.  will  put  my  fear  la  their  hearts,  that  they  (hail  aot  depart 
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*•  from  me."  The  fear  of  the  Lord,  is  a  choice  prcfenrative 
agaioil  fecopd  revolts,  and  therefore  taken  into  the  covenaai. 
Ic  is  no  hindrance,  but  a  fpecial  guard  to  aflurance. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  God*s  faithfolnefs ;  that  part  of  the 
protnife  is  eafily  btiieved>  that  he  will  not  tnrn  away  from  ot 
to  do  us  good :  all  the  doubt  is  of  the  inconftancy  of  our 
hearts  with  God,  and  againft  that  danger,  this  procnife  makes 
provtHon. 

Moreover  the  intercefflen  of  Chrjft  in  heaven  fccttrcs  the 
faints  in  their  reconciled  Aate,  i  John  ii.  i,  2.  '*  if  any  maofio, 
"  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righ* 
*^  tcons,  and  he  is  the  propitiawon,"  He  contlnoally  appears  in 
heaven  before  the  Father,  *^  as  a  lamb  that  had  been  (I^/' 
Rev.  V.  6*  And  as  the  bow  in  the  clouds,  Rev.  iv.  3.  So  that  as 
long  as  Chriil  thus  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us,  it  is 
not  poffible  our  Aate  of  juftificatioa,  and  reconciliation  Cimbs 
again  diflblved. 

,  And  this  is  that  blcflcd  emhaffy  gofpeUmmifters  are  eaiploj' 
cd  about  ;^  be  hath  £ommitted  to  tliem  the  word  ofthi$reo)a- 
cillatioo. 

.  In  the  iaft  place,  we  arc  to  enquire  what,  and  whence,  Is 
this  efficacy  of  preaching,,  to  reconcile  and  bring  home  fiooers 
to  Chrift. 

That  its  efficacy  is  great  in  convincing,  humbling,  and  chang* 
ing  the  hearts  of  men,  is  paft  all  debate  and  quellion.  "  The 
*<  weapons  (^  our  warfare  (faith  the  apoftle)  are  not  carnal,  but 
*'  mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  ilrong  holds, 
**  cafliog  doilvn  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing -that  erit* 
<*  eth  icfelf  Againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and-  bringing  into 
"  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,"  2  Cor. 
X.  4,  5«  No  heart  fo  hard,  no  confcience  ib  ftupid,  but  this 
fword  can  pierce  and  wound  ;  in  an  inftant,  it  can  caft  down  all 
thoTe  vain  reafonings  and  fond  imaginations^  which  the  carnal 
heart  hath  been  building  all  its  life  long,  and  open  a  fair  pafiagt 
for  convtflions  of  fin,  and  the  fears  and  terrors  of  wrath  to  come 
into  that  heart  that  never  was  afraid  of  thefe  things  before.  So 
Afts  H,  37.  **^  When  they  heard  this,  tliey  were  pricked  \o  the 
**  heart,  and  faid  unto  Peter,  and  to  the  reft  o£  the  apofi!cs> 
**  men  and  brethren,  what  (hall  we  do?" 

IVhatJhaU  ^ve  do  ^  is  the  doleful  cry  of  men  at  their  wits  end ; 
the  v^Mce  of  one  in  ddepeft  diftrefs :  and  fuch  outcries  bare 
been  no  rarities  under  the  preaching  of  the  word ;  its  power 
hath  been  felt  by  pcrfons  of  all  orders  and  conditions ;  the 
great  ,aad  honourable  or  the  eartii,  as  well  a»  the  poor  aiui  de- 
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fpicabJe.  The  learned  and  the  ignorant,  the  civil  and  profane; 
the  young  and  the  old,  all  have  felt  the  heart-piercing  efficacy 
ofthcgbfpcl. 

If  you  aflc,  whence  hath  the  word,  preached,  this  mightf 
power?  The  anfwjer  muft  be,  neither  from  itfelf,  nor  him  that 
preaches  it,  but  irom  the  Spirit  of  God,  whofe  inArument  it  is, 
by  whofe  bleffing  and  concurrence  with  it,  it  producfeth  its 
bie/Ied  effeifls  upon  the  hearts  of  men. 

Fifft,  This  efficacy,  and  wonderful  power,  is  not  from  the 
word  itfelf;  take  it  in  an  abflraA  notion,  feparated  from  the 
fpirit,  it  can  do  nothing :  it  is  called  "  the  fooliftinefs  o'f  preach- 
•*  ing,"  I  Cor.  i.  21.  Fooliftincfs,  not  duly  bccaufe  the  world 
fo  accounts  it,  but  becaufe  in  itfelf  it  is  a  weak  and  unfuitable, 
and  therefore  a  Very  improbable  way  to  reconcile  the  worldto 
God ;  that  the  ftony  heart  of  one  man  fliould  be  broken  by 
the  words  of  another  man  *,  that  one  poor  finful  creature  fhould 
be  ufed  to  breathe  fpiritual  life  into  atiotber ;  this  could  never 
be,  if  this  fword  were  not  managed  by  an  omnipotent  hand. 

And  be/ides,  we  know  what  works  naturally,  works  necefla- 
rily ;  if  this  efficacy  were  inherent  in  the  word,  fo  that  we  fhould 
fuppofe  it  to  work  as  other  natural  agents  do,  then  it  muft  needs 
convert  all  to  whom  it  is  at  any  time  preached,  except  its  ef- 
feft  were  roiraculoufly  hindered,  as  the  fire  when  it  could  not 
burn  the  three  children  ;  but  alas,  thoufands  hear  it,  that  ne- 
ver feel  the  faving  power  of  it,  Ifa.  liii.  i.  and  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 

Secondly y  It  derives  not  this  efficacy  from  the  tnftrument  hj 
which  it  is  rainiftred  ;  let  their  gifts  and  abilities  be  what  they 
will,  it  is  imppffible  that  ever  fuch  eflefts  fhould  be  produced 
from  the  ftrength  of  their  natural  or  gracious  abilities,  1  Cor. 
iv.  7.  «*  We  have  this  treafure  (faith  the  apoftle)  in  earthen  vcf- 
''  iels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and 
*'  notofuf."    . 

The  treafure  of  the  gofpeMlght  is  carried  ii  ^pwima  cxivto-tv^  in 
earthen  vejfelsy  as  Gideon  and  his  men  had  their  lamps  in  earth- 
en pitchers,  or  in  oyfier-Jhelh,  for  lb  the  word  alfo  fignifies;  the 
^fler-Jbell  is  a  bafe  and  worthlefs' thing  in  itfelf ;  however,  there 
lies  the  rich  and  precious  pearl  of  fo  great  value.  And  why  is  this 
precious  treafure  lodged  in  fuch^^ak,,w>rthlefs  veflcls?  Surely, 
it  is  upon  no  other  defign,  but  to  convince  us  of  the  trutk  I  am 
here  to  prove,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  is  of  God,  and 
not  of  OS ;  as  it  follows  in  the  next  words.  To  the  fiune  purpofe 
fpeaks  the  fame  apoftle,  i  Cor.  iii.  7.  "  Sq  then,  neither  is  be  that 
Vol.  11.  X  .  ^ 
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•'  plantcth  atiy  thing,  neither  he  that  watercth  \  but  God  that 
^'  giveth  the  intreafc." 

Not  any  thing  !  Whatcan  be  more  dinainutivcly  fpokeiv  of  the 
golpel-preachers  ?  But  We  mart  not  unlerftand  thefe  words  in  a 
£cnple  and  ahfolute,  but  in  a  comparative  and  relative  fenfe ;  not 
as  if  they  were  not  neccffary  and  ui'eful  in  their  place,  but  that 
how  neceflfary  foevet  they  be,  and  what  excellent  gifts  foever  God 
hath  furnifhed  them  with  ;  yet  it  is  neither  in  their  power  nor 
choice,  to  make,  the  word  they  preach  cffc<^iial  to  met) :  if  it 
were,  then  the  damnation  of  all  that  hear  us  muif  needs  lie  at  our 
door :  then  alfo,  many  thoufands  would  have  been  reconciled  to 
God,  which  are  yet  in  the  (late  of  enmity,  but  the  efFcft  of  the 
gofpel  IS  no«  in  our  power. 

Thirdly^  But  whatever  efficacy  it  hath  to  reconcile  men  to 
God,  it  derives  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  whofe  co-operatioo 
and  blefling  (which  is  arbitrarily  difpenfed)  gives  it  all  the  fruit 
U  hath. 

Mtnifters,  faith  one  *,  are  like  trumpets  which  make  bo 
found,  if  breath  be  not  breathrd  into  them.  Or  like  Ezckiel's 
Ivheels,  which  move  not  unlefs  the  Spirit  move  thrm;  or  Eli- 
ftia's  fcrvant,  whofe  prefcnce  doth  no  goc^d  except  Eli(ha's  fpirit 
be  there  alfo.  For  want  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  how  many  thoa* 
fends  of  fouls  do  find  the  miniftry  to  be  nothing'  to  them? 
If  it  be  fomething  to  the  purpofe  to  any  foul,  it  is  the  Lord  that 
makes  it  lb.  This  Spirit  is  not  limited  by  mens  gifts  or  parts; 
he  concurs  not  only  with  their  labours  who  have  excellent  gifts, 
but  oftehlimes  bUrtes  mean,  dlefpicable  gifts :  with  far  greater 
fucccfs. 

Suppofe  faith  f  Auflin,  thefe  be  two  conduits  in  a  town,  one 
▼try  plain  and  homely,  thfe  other  built  of  poiiftied  marble,  and 
4dorned  with  excellent  images,  as  eagles,  lions,  angels ;  the  wa- 
ter refrelhes  as  it  is  water,  abd  not  as  it  comes  frpm  fuch  or  foch 
a  conduit.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  gives  the  word  all  that  virroe  it 
v  hath  :  he  is  the  Lord  of  all  favrng  influences  :  he  hath  domiDioo 
over  the  word,  over  our/ou/r,  over  the  times  Tiwdfeafons  of  con* 
verfioo  ;  and  if  any  poor  creature  attends  the  miniftry  without 
betJefit,  if  he  go  away  as  he  came,  without  frurt,  furely  we  may 

*  Mlr»  Anthony  Burgefs. 

f  What  is  the  reafon  why  of  two  adolt  ungodly  perfons,  the  OW 
is  fo  called  as  ta  follow  him  who  calls,  the  other  not  ?  Do  not  tbotf 
judge;  if  thou  wonldft  not  err  t  the  judgments  of  God  are  utifearcb* 
able,  and  he  hath  toerey  oa  wljpm  he  will.     Aug^,  de  kfi^jff  f^^I^^ 
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fiy  in  this  cafe,  as*^ Martha  faid  to  Chrifl,  in  reference  to  her  brj?? 

ther  La2;arus,  Lord,  if  thou  hadil  been  here,  my  brother  ha4 

not  did;  fo,  Lord,  if  thou  hadit  been  in.  this  prayer,  in  this  icfr 

moa,  this  poor  ioul  had  not  gone  dead  and  carnal  if  om  under  it.  ' 

And  DOW  what  remains,  but  chat  we  apply  this  truth  in  thofi^ 

sfes  that  it  gives  us. 

Firfl  ufe  of  m format kn, 
h  the  preaching  of  the  g  jfpei  by  Chrift's  amhaffadsrs^  the  wajr 
vhich  God  takes  to  reconcile  finners  to  hinQfclt  ?  Then  how  in- 
txcufahle  are  allthofe  that  continue  in  their  Jiate  <f  enmity^  though  :< 

the  ambajjadors  of  peace  have  been  with  them  all  their  lives  longy  ^ 

liiOGing  and,  be/eeching  them  to  be  reconciled  to  Cod?  i 

0  invincible,  obftinate,  incurable  diieafe,  which  is  aggravate^ 
by  the  only  proper  rem^Jdy !  Hath  God  been  wooing  and  be- 
feeching  you  by  his  ambafladors  fo  many  years  to  be  reconciied 
to  him,  and  will  you  not  yield  to  any  in  treaties  \  MuCl  he  be 
ffiade  to  fpeak  in  vain,  to  charm  the  deaf  adder  ?  Well,  whco 
the  milder  attribute  hath  done  with  you,  the  feverer  attribute 
will  lake  yon  in  hand. 

The  Lord  hath  kept  an  account  of  every  year  land  day  of  his 
pifience  towards  you,  Luke  xiii.  7.  '*  Thefe  three  years  I  camfc 
**  feeking  fruit  on  this  fig-tree,  and  find  none  ;**  and  Jer*  xxv. 
3.  "  Thefe  three  and  twc*ity  years  have  I  fpoken  ^nioyou,  rifing 
"  early  and  fpeaking,  but  jt)u  have  not  hearkened."  v 

Well  be  you  afTured,  that  God  bath  both  the  glafe  of  your 
tiaie,  and  the  vials  of  his  wrath,  by  him ;  and  fo  much  of  *iis 
d)urcd  patience  as  runs  out  of  one,  fo  much  of  his  incenfcd 
Wrath  runs  into  the  other.  There  is  a  time  when  this  treaty  of 
peace  wiil  end,  when  the  Maflcr  of  the  houfe  will  rife  up,  and 
the  dooi's  be  (hur,  Luke  xiii.  25.  Then  will  you  be  left  with- 
out hope,  and  without  apolcgy. 

We  read,  indeed,  of  iome  poor  and  inefTcO^al  pleas  that  will 
be  made  fey  fbme  at  the  lad  day  ;  fo  Mat.  vii.  22.  ♦<  We  have 
"  prophefied  in  thy  name,"  i!;c.  Thefe  pleas  will  not  avail  • 
bnt  as  for  you,  what  will  you  plead?  Poflibly  many  thoufand 
ideots,  or  poor  weak-headed  perfons,  may  perifli;  many  young 
ones  that  had  little  or  no  time  in  the  world  to  acquaint  them  - 
feWes  with  matters  of  religion,  or  under ftand  the  way  of  falva- 
tioB.  Many  milliofts  of  Heathens  that  never  heard  the  name  of 
Chrift,  nor  came  within  the  found  of  falvation,  who  will  yet  pe- 
rifn,  and  that  juftly. 

Now  wliattjevcr  apologia  any  of  thefe  v^ill  make  for  them- 
fdves  in  the  laft  day,  to  bcfure  you  can  make  none.    God  hath 

X  2  ^  n 
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given  you  a  capacity,  and  competent  underftanding ;  many  of 
you  are  wife  and  fubtlc  in  all  your  other  concernments,  aad  oo- 
ly  (hew  your  folly  in  the  great  concernments  of  your  falvatioD. 
Ypu  cannot  plead  want  of  time,  fome  of  you  are  grown  graj- 
headed  under  the  gofpel;  you  cannot  plead  want  of  means  and 
opportunides,  the  ordinances  and  minifVers  of  ChriA  have  beca 
with  you  all  your  life  long  to  this  day ;  fure,  if  you  be  Chrift- 
lefs  now^  you  muA  al(b  be  fpeccblefs  then. 

Infer.  2.  Hence  it  alfo  follows^  That  the  world  omes  hetfer  en- 
tertainment,  than  it  gives  ^  to  the  mtnifters  of  Chrift  :  Chris's  am' 
iaffad$rs  deferve  a  better  welcome  t/jan  they  find  among  men. 

Your  refpefts  to  them  is  founded  upon  their  office  and  em- 
ployment for  you,  Heb.  xiii.  17.  and  i  Theff.  v.  12.    They 
watch  for  your  fouls,  dare  any*  of  you  watch  for  their  roio  ? 
They  bring  glad  tidings,  (hall  they  return  with  lad  tidings  to 
him  that  fent  them  ?  They  publifh  peace,  fhall  they  be  reward* 
cd  with  trouble  .>  O  ungrateful  world  !  We  read  in  Eph.  vi.  2a 
of  ah  ambaffador  in  bonds,  and  he  no  ordinary  one  ndtber.   Wc 
read  alfo  a  Orange  challenge,  made  by  another  at  his  own  death, 
Afts  vii.  52.  "  Which  of  all  the  prophets  have  not  your  fathers 
**  perfecuted  ?  And  they  have  flain  them  which  (hewed  before 
♦*  the  coming  of  the  ju(t  One."    Some  that  brake  the  bread  of 
life  to  you,  might  want  bread  to  eat,  for  any  regard  you  have 
to  them.     The  o(Ecc  of  the  toiniftry  fpeaks  the  abundant  \o^e 
of  God  to  you  ;  your  contempt  and  abufe  of  it,  fpeaks  the  abun- 
dant ftupidity  or  malignity  of  your  hearts  towards  God,     What 
^  fad  proleftation  doth  Jeremy  make  againft  his  ungrateful  peo- 
ple, Jer.  xviii.  20.  "  Shall  evil  (faith  he)  be  recompenicd  foe 
'*  good  ?  for  they  have  digged  a  pit  for  my  (bul ;  remember 
.**  that  I  Aood  before  the^  to  fpeak  good  for  them,  and  to  turn 
H  away  thy  wrath  from  them*" 

God*s  mercy  is  eminently  di(covered  in  the  infiituthn  of,  and 
Satan's  malice  is  eminently  diicovered  in  the  oppqfition  to,  the 
minifterial  office.  Satan  is  a  great  and  jealous  prince,  and  it  is 
no  wonder  he  (bould  raife  all  the  forced  he  can  to  oppofe  the 
umbajfadors  of  Chrift ;  when,  faith  ♦  one,  the  gofpel  comes  into 
his  dominions,  it  do tbi  as  it  were,  by  found  of  trompet,  and 
beat  of  drum,  proclaim  liberty  to  all  his  (laves  andvafEils/if  they 
wiD  quit  that  tyrant  that  hath  fo  long  held  their  fouls  in  bon- 
dage, and  come  under  the  fweet  and  eafy  government  of  ChrifV, 
And  can  the  devil  endurfe  this,  think  you  ?  If  Chrift  fends  forth 
^^mbajfadorsy  no  wonder  if  Satan  fends  fdrth  oppoferss  hc-ccrtaia« 
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ly  owes  them  a  ipite/  that  uDdermine  his  government  In  the 
world. 

/«/fr.  3,  Hence  it'follows,  That  it  nearly  concerns  all  Chrtfl's 
imbajfadbrs^  to  fee  that  they  be  in  aftate  of  reconciliation  with  Cod 
themfehes. 

Shall  wc  ftand  in  Chrift's  At2ii  by  office,  and  yet  not  be  la 
Cbtlttby  union  ?  Shall  we  entreat  men  to  be  reconciled  to  God, 
and  yet  be  at  enmity  with  him- ourfelves?  O  let  us  take  heed, 
'"  Left  after  we  have  preached  to  others,  we  ourfelves  (Houid  be 
"  caft-a-ways,"  1  Cor.  ix.  27.  Of  all  men  living  we  are  the 
moli  iniierable,  if  we  be  Chriillefs  atid  gracelefs :  our  coufcien- 
ces  will  make  more  terrible  applications  of  our  doAi  ine  to  us 
in  hell,  than  ever  we  made  to  the  vileft  of  fianers  on. earth.  O 
it  is  far  eafier  to  Qudy  and  prefs  a  thoufand  truths  upon  others, 
than  to  feel  the  power  of  one  truth  upon  our  own  hearts ;  to 
teach  others  facienda  quam  faciendo :  duties  to  be  done,  than 
daties  by  doing  them . 

They  are  fad  dilemm<Cs  with  which  a  learned  f  writer  pofes 
fuch  gracelefs  minifters  ;  If  fin  be  ev'^,  why  do  ye  live  in  it  ?  If 
it  be  not,  why  do  you  diflbade  men  from  it  ?  If  it  be  dangerous, 
how  dare  you  venture  on  it  ?  If  it  be  not,  why  do  you  tell  men 
fo?  If  God's  tbreatnings  be  true  why  do  you  not  fear  them  ?  If 
they  be  falfe,  why  do  you  trouble  men  needlefsly  with  them,  and 
put  them  into  fuch  frights  without  a  caufe  ? 
-  Take  heed  to  yourfclves,  left  you  ftiould  cry  down  fin,  and 
not  overcome  it;  left  while  you  fcek  to  bring  it  down  in  others, 
you  bow  to  it,  and  become  its  flaves  yourfelves:  it  is  eafier  to 
diide  at  fin  than  to  overcome  it.  That  is  a  fmart  queftionRom. 
xwiu  "  Thou  that  teacheth  another,  tcacheft  theu  not  thyfelf  ?" 
A  profane  mintfter  warceoycrted  by  reading  that  text  once,  bu,t 
how  many  have  read  it  as  well  he,  who  never  trembled  at  the 
confideration  of  it  as  he  did  I 

2.  U/e  for  Convi&ion, 
Is  this  the  method  God  ufes  to  reconcile  men  to  himfelf  ?  O 
Aen  examine  yourfelves,  whether  yet  the  preaching  of  the  go* 
<pel  hath  reconciled  you  to  God.  It  is  too  manifeft  that  many 
among  us  are  in  the  ftate  of  enmity  unto  this  day.  We  may 
fay  with  the  prophet,  Ifa.  liii.  i.  ."  Who  hath  believed  our  rc- 
"  port  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  pf  the  Lord  revealed  ?"  We 
offer  you  peace  upon  gofpel-terms  and  articles,  but  our  peaco 
returpsto  us  again ;  enemies  you  were  to  God,  and  enemies  yQU 
ftiU  continue.     The  evidence  is  undeniable ;  for, 
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1.  Evidence.  Many  of  you  were  never  convinced,  to  this  day, 
of  your  ftate  of  enmity  againft  God ;  and  without  ^onviftloQ  rf 
this,  recoQciiiation  is  impoiliblc ;  without  repentance,  there  un 
be  no  reconciiiation,  and  without  convidlion,  there  can  be  no 
repei^tance.  When  we  repent,  we  lay  down  our  weapons,  lla. 
xxvii.  4,  5.  ]^ut  how  few  have  been  brought  to  this  ?  Alas!  if 
a  few  poor,  cold,  heartlefs,  inefTcflual  confeiTlons  of  fin,  mf 
pafs  for  a  due  convi£lion,  and  ierious  repentance,'  then  have  w« 
been  convinced,  then  have  we  rtpcat€d;  but  you  will  find,  if 
ever  the  Lord  intend  to  reconcile  you  to  himfcif,  your  con- 
▼idions  and  humiliaiions  for  fin,  will  beotlKr  manner  of  things  ( 
and  will  coft  you  more  than  a  few  cheap  words  againA  fin, 
a  Cor.  vli.  II.  **  In  that  ye  lorrowed' after  a  godly  lort,  what 
**  €arefulnjC;rs  it  wrought  in  you,  yea,  what  clearing  of  your- 
^'*  fcUtSy  yea,  what  indignation,  yea,  what  fear,  yea,  whatvc* 
•*  bement  defirc,  yea,  what  zeal,  yea,  what  revenge?'* 

2.  Evidence.  Many  of  us  never  treated  ferioufly  with  the 
Lord  about  peace,  and  how  then  are  we  reconciled  to  him  ? 
"What,  a  peace  without  a  treaty  ?  Reconciiiation  without  any  con- 
fideration  about  it  ?  It  can  never  be.  When  was  the  time,  and 
where  was  the  place,  that  you  were  found  in  (tcret  upon  your 
knees,  mourning  over  the  I'm  of  your  nature,  and  the  evils  d 
your  ways  ?  Certainly  you  muft  be  brought  to  this  ;  you  moll, 
with  a  broken  heart,  bewail  your  im  and  mifcry. 

Friend,  That  ftony  heart  of  thine  muft  feel  remorfe  and  ao- 
guifh  for  fio,  it  will  coft  thee  fopie  fad  days,  and  forrowftfl 
Rights,  or  ever  thou  canft  have  peace  with  God :  it  wiH  coft 
thee  many  a  groan,  many  a  tear,  many  a  hearty  cry  to  heaven: 
If  ever  peace  be  made  betwixt  God  and  thee,  thou  muft  "  take 
'*  with  thee  words,  and  turn  to  the  Lord,  faying.  Take  away  ail 
♦*  iniquity,  and  receive  me  gracioufly,"  O  for  one  fmile,  one 
token  of  love,  one  hint  of  favour !  The  cbildN  of  peace  is  not 
born  without  pangs,  and  agonies  of  foul. 

3.  Evidence.  Many  of  us  f^re  not  reconciled  to  the  duties  of 
religion,  and  ways  of  holinefs,  and  how  then  is  it  poffible  we 
flioold  be  reconciled  to  God  ?  What,  reconciled  to  God,  and 
unreconciled  to  the  ways  of  God  ?  By  reconciliation  wt  are 
^de  nigh :  in  duties  of  communion  we  dra*w  nigh,  and  can 
Wt  be  made  nigh  to  Grtxl,  and  have  no  heart  to  draw  nigh  to 
.pod  ?  it  can  never  be. 

Examine  your  hearts,  and  fay.  Is  not  the  way  of  flriftnefs 
^  bondage  to  you  ?  Had  you  not  raither  be  at  jiberty  to  fulBl 
the  defires  of  the  flclh,  and  of  the  mind  ?  Could  you  not  mih 
t)iat  the  fcripturcs  had  not  made  fome  things  clfe  your  fii»9  itod 
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other  thiQgs  your  daties :  do  yoa  dell^ht  ia  the  law  of  God 
after  the  inaer  man,  and  efteem  his  judgments^  concerning  ait 
things  t$  be  right  ?  Do  you  love  fccrct  prayer,  and  delight  ia 
duties  of  commuQioii  with  God ;  or  rather,  are  they  not  aa 
QQgrateful  burden,  and  irkfom  iffipofuion  \  Give  conicitocd 
l«arefofpeak  plain* 

4.  Evidence.  Many  of  as  are  not  enemies  to  fin,  and  how 
th^o  are  we  reconciled  to  God  ?  VVhat,  friends  with  Oo^,  and 
ourluftstoo?  it  cannot  be.  Pfjl.  xcvii.  10.  *•  Ye  that  love  the 
"  Lord  hate  evil ;"  The  fame  hour  our  reconciliation  is  aiad« 
with  God,  there  is  an  everlaiVing  breach  made  with  fin :  this  is 
OQe  of  the  articlts  or  conditions  of  our  peace  with  God,  lih.  Iv. 
7.  *'  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  ways^  and  the  unrighteous 
"  man  his  thoughts,  and  kt  him  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  he  wilt 
''  ha?e  mercy  on  him ;  and  to  our  God,  and  he  will  abundantly 
"  pardon/' 

Bat  it  is  nanifcA  in  many  of  os,  that  we  are  no  enemies  to 
i\%  wefecretly  indulge  it,  what  bad  names  foever  we  call  it : 
We  will  commit  ten  fins  to  cover  one :  we  cannot  fendure  the 
noil  ferious,  faithful,  feafonable,  private,  tender,  and  neoeflary 
reproofs  for  fin,  but  our  hearts  fwell  and  rife  at  it ;  fure  we 
are  not  reconciled  to  God,  whilft  we  embrace  bis  enemy  in  our 
bofoms. 

5.  Evidence.  We  love  not  the  children  of  God^  nor  are  re- 
coQciied  to  them  that  bear  his  Image,  and  how  then  can  we  be 
reconciled  to  God  ?  i  John  v.  i.  *•  He  that  loveth  him  that 
''  begat,  loveth  them  aifo  that  are  begotten :  What,  at  peace 
^'ith  the  Father,  and  at  war  with  the  children  :  it  cannot  be  : 
Do  not  fome  that  hope  they  have  made  their  peace  with  God» 
bate,  revile,  and  periccute  the  children  of  God  ?  Surely,  in  that 
day  we  ere  reconciled  to  the  Lord,  we  are  reconciled  to  all  his 
people :  we  &all  then  love  a  Chrifiian,  as  a  ChriAian,  and  by 
this  we  know  that  we  are  paffed  from  death  to  life, 

6.  Evidence*  Laftly,  How  can  any  man  think  himfelf  to  be 
reconciled  to  God,  who  never  cUfed  heartily  with  Jefus  Chrijl 
by  faith,  who  is.  the  only  days-man,  and  peace-maker:  the 
alone  Mediator  xif  reconciliation  betwixt  God  and  man. 

This  is  a  fure  truth,  that  all  whom  God  accepts  into  favour, 
aire  *'  made  accepted  in  the  beloved,"  Eph.  1.  6»  If  any  man 
will  make  peace  with  God,  he  mufl  take  hold  of  his  Arength, 
accept  and  clofe  with  Chrift,  who  is  the  power  of  God,  or  he 
can  never  make  peace,  Ifa.  xxvii.  He  mUft  be  made  *•  nigh  by 
'1  the  blood  of  Chfifl,"  Eph.  ii.  13.    But  alas,  both  Chrirt 
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and  faith  arc  ftrangers  to  many  fouls,  who  yet  perfuade  them- 
felve$  chey  are  atpeace  with  God  :  O  fatal  miflake  S 

3.  Ufe  of  Exhortation. 
.    Lafily,  This  pdnt  deferves  a  ciofe,  vigorous  appKcatioa  la 
a  threefold  exhortation. 

Firft^  To  Chrift's  ambafladors,  who  treat  with  fools  in  or- 
der to  their  reconciliation  with  God. 

Secondly^  To  thofe  that  arc  yet  in  their  enmity,  and  unre- 
conciled ftatc. 

Thirdly y  To  thofe  that  have  embraced  the  terms  of  peace, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  gofpcl-overtures. 

Firft,  7a  thenmbaffadors  of  reconciliation.  (Sodhathputa 
great  deal  of  honour  upon  yoff  in  this  high  atkd  noble  employ* 
ment:  great  is  the  dignity  of  your  office,  tofome  you  are  "the 
«*  favour  of  death  unto  d^ath,  and  to  others  a  favour  of  life  un- 
•*  to  life;  and  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ?"  2  Cor.  8. 
16.  But  yet  the  duty  is  no  lefs  than  the  dignity.  Owhat 
manner  of  men  (hould  we  be  for  judgment,  ferioufnefs,  affec- 
tions, patience,  and  exemplary  holineis,  to  whom  the  manage* 
nent  of  fo  great  a  concern  betwixt  God  and  man  is  commit- 
ted ! 

Firfiy  For  judgment  and  prudence,  how  neccflary  are  thefe 
in  fo  weighty  and  difficult  a  bufinefs  as  this  1  He  had  need  be  st 
man  of  wifdom,  that  is  to  inform  the  ignorant  of,  the  namre 
and  neceffity  of  this  great  work,  and  win  over  their  hearts  to* 
confen.t  to  the  articles  of^)eace  propounded  in  the  gofpel ;  that 
hath  fo  many  fubtle  temptations  to  anfwer,  and  fo  many  intri- 
cate caies  of  confcience  to  refolve :  there  are  many  ftrong  holds 
of  Satan  to  be  battered,  and  many  ftout  and  obftiniite  refiftances 
made  by  the  hearts  of  finncrs,  which  muft  be  overcome;  and 
he  had  need  be  no  novice  in  religion,  to  whomfo  difficult  a  pro- 
vince is  committed.     ■      .       - 

Secondly,  Let  us  be  (erious  in  our  work  as  well  as  judicious. 
Remember,  O  ye  ambafladors  of  Chrift,  you  bring  a  mtflage 
from  the  God  of  heaven,  of  everlafting  ccmfeqtience  to  the  fouls 
of  men.^  The  eternal  decrees  are  executed  upon  them  in  your 
mioidry :  to  fome  you  are  "  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  and  te 
**  fome  the  favour  of  death  unto  death,"  2  Cor.  ii.  16.  Hea- 
ven and  hell  are  matters  of  mod  awful  and  folemn  confideration. 
O  what  an  accoimt  have  we  alfd  fltordy  to  give  unto  him  that 
lent  us!  _ 

Thefe  are  ihatters  of  fuch  deep  concef-nment,  as  (hottld  fwal- 
low  up  our  very  fpirits ;  the  leaft  they  can  do,  is  to  compofe 
our  hearts  unto  ferioufnefs  in  the  management  of  them. 
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Xhirdfyt  Be  filled  with  tender  affcftioos  toward  the  fouls  of 
ineD,  with  whom  you  treat  for  reconciliation:  you  had  need  be 
mea  of  bowels,  as  well  as  men  of  brains  * :  you  fee  a  multitude 
of  poor  fools  upon  the  brink  of  eternal  mifery,  and  they  know 
it  not,  but  promife  themfelves  peace,  and  fill  themfelves  with. 
Vain  hopes  of  heaven:  add  is  there  a  more  moving/  melting 
fye&zck  in  the  world,  than  this  !  O  think  with  what*  bowels 
of  commiferation  Mofes  and  Paul  were  filled,  when  the  one  de- 
fircd  rather  to  be  blotted  out  6f  God's  book,  and  the  other  to 
be  accuried  from  Chriit,  than  that  Ifrael  (hould  not  be  faved, 
Exod.xxxil.  33.  and  Rom.  ix.  3.  Think  how  the  bowels  of 
Chiift  yearned  over  Jerufalem,  Mat*  xxiii.  37.  And  over  the 
inulritude,.  Mat.  ix.  36.  "  Let  the  fame  mind  be  in  yoti,  which 
"  alfo  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.*' 

F(nirthfy,  Be  patient  and  long-fuiFering  toward  fbners  :  fuch 
is  the  value  of  one  foul,  that  it  is  worth  waiting  all  our  days  to 
iaveitatlaft:  **  The  fervant  of  the ^Lord  mult  not  drive,  but 
**  be  gentle  unto  all  men^  apt  to  teach,  patient,  in  meeknefs 
"  inftrufting  them  that  oppofc  themfelves,- if  God  peradventure 
"  will  give  them  repentance,"  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25.  The  Lord 
waits  with  patience  upon  fmners,  and  well  may  you.  Confider 
yourfelves,  how  long  was  God  treating  with  yob,  ere  you  were 
wdQtohiiQ?  Be  nocdifcouraged,  if  your  fuccefs  prefi^ntly  an* 
fwcr  not  your  expeft^tion. 

Fifthly y  and  laftly.  Be  fure  to  back  your  exhortations  with 
drawing  examples ;  elfe  you  may  preach  out  yotif  laft  breath 
I  before  you  gain  one  foul  to  God*  The  devil,  and  the  carnal 
I  hearts  of  your  hearers,  will  put  hinderances  enoi^h  in  the  way 
of  your  labours  ;  do  not  you  put  the  greateft  of  all  yourfelvcS. 
0  ftudy  not  only  to  preach  exaftly,  but  to  live  exaftly";  let  the 
mifplacing  of  one  aAion  in  your  lives, ,  trouble  you  more  thaa 
the  mifplacing  of  words  in  your  difcourfes :  this  is  the  way  to 
focceed  in  your  embafly,  and  give  up  your  account  with  joy. 

Secondly^  The  exhortation  (peaks  to  all  thofe  that  are  yet  in 
a  ftate  of  enmity,  and  unreconciled  to  God  unto  this  day.  O 
that  my  words  might  prevail,  and  that  you  would  now  be  en* 
I  treated  to  be  reconciled  to  God!  The  ambaffadon  of  peace  are 
i  yet  with  you,  the  treaty  is  not  yet  ended,  the  Mafte/  of  the  hpufe 
I  is  not  yet  rifeh  up,  nor  the  door  of  mercy  and  hope  finally  ftiut  t 
I  hitherto  God  haiii  waited  to  be  gracionsf-;  O  that  the  lopg-fuf- 
\    .fering  of  God  might  be  your  lalvation  t  a  day  is  hading  wbeo 


\ 


.. 


^    *  Sec  Bowie's  Pallor.  Evaug.  p*  136. 

Vol.  n.  :        Y 


1^  72^  Method  if  Grace.  Sehm.  HI 

QoA  wSl  ttU  wkb  700  DO  iQore,  when  a  pJpb  fiall  be  fx' 
id  hsiwixt  him  aod  you  for  ever,  Liitke  xvu  26.  0  what 
m\\  yoQ  do  ivbeo  the  feafbo  of  oiercy^  and  all  hopes  of  rnerqf, 
ihall  CjEul  togfz^her !  Wheo  God  (hall  become  iD^iccefiible^  iD€3i;- 
^abk,  and  aqrecoocUabk  to  you  for  evermore* 

0  what  wiU  thou  do,  when  then  (hale  find  thyfelf  (hut  up 
pndcr  et.^Q^l  wrath.  I  when  thou  IhaJt  feel  that  mifery  thoaait 
waro^d  of !  1%  this  the  place  where  I  muft  be !  Are  thefe  the 
lormev^s  I  fBJift  endure  !  What,  forever!  yea,  forever;  Will 
pot  God  be  i^ti^fied  with  the  fufferuigs  of  a  thousand  years  ?  00, 
Qor  million^  oi  years !  Ah  flnners,  did  you  but  clearly  fee  the 
^c(^nt  and  futpre  miiery  of  Unreconciled  ones,  and  what  that 
nvrath  (4  the  great  and  terrible  God  is,  which  is  coming  as  foil 
as  the  wings  of  time  can  bring  it  upon  you,  it  would  certainly 
.  drive  you  to  Cbrift,  or  drive  you  out  of  your  wits.  O  it  i$  a 
dreadtul  thing  to  have  bod  for  your  eternal  eo«my  :  to  ha% 
the  gr/eat  and  terrible  God  caufing  hi$  infinite  power  to  avepge 
the  abufe  of  his  grace  and  mercy. 

Believe  it,  friends,  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  living  God  :  knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  we  perfuade 
men :  an  eternal  weight  hangs  upon  an  inch  of  tioie.  0  tb^ 
you  did  but  know  the  time  pf  your  vifitation  !  That  you  would 
iiot  dare}to  adventure*  and  run  the  hazard  of  one  day  more  in  j 
at!  unreconciled  fUte.    /  I 

7%irdly,  and  laftiy,  This  point  fpeaks  to  thofe  who  have  be- 
lieved our  report,  who  have  taken  hold  of  God's  Areogth,  and 
made  peace  with  him :  who  bad  not  obtained  mercy,  but  bow 
have  obtained  mercy:  who  once  were  afar  o(f^  \>ut  now  art 
made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  r  with  you  I  ^ould  leave  a 
f^  words  of /exhortation,  and  I  have  done. 

Fir(^,   Admire  and  ftand  amai^d  at  tf^s  mercy.     **  I  will 
V  praife  tbee,  0  Ufd*  (feithth*  church.  Ha,  ikii.  i.)  Though 
*<  thou  waA  an|^ry  with  Qie^  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and 
•*  thou  comforted  vox:.**    0  how  overwhelming  a  mercy  is  here 
before  you !  God  is  at  peas:^,  ait  peace  with  yoo  thar  weif 
*'  enemies  m  your  mip^  by  wicked  works,*'  Col.  i*  21.     At 
pgace  with  you,  and.at  j^rnmity  with  millions  as  good  by  nature 
ai$  you  :  at  peace. with  you  that  fought  i;  not:  at  peaice;  foe  ^ 
ver;  no  di/Tolving  this  iritndfliip  for  evermore.    6  I^t  this  ceiiH 
/ideration  melt  your  hearts  (^fore  the  Wd,  and  make  ]^a  cry^ 
tVhat^am  1,  Lord,  tlTflf  la^ercy  ftiouW;  take  in  ipi^,  m4  ^^^ 
out  faOen  angeJs,  and  Q^ilgo^^cf'inpti  aud  women  as  capable  of 
mercy  as  myfelf  1  Of}^  richest  O  ihe  depths  c^  the  mercy  and 
goodnefi  of  God  I,        J: 
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Secondly,  Beware  6fnew  breaches  wit h Cod:  Gdd  WSl  fpea^ 
"  peace  to  his  peopky  and  to  his  faints :  but  let  thtm  doc  tor* 
**  again  tefoily/'Pfal.  Ixxxv.  8.  What  tho*  this  ftatc  of  friend- 
(hip  can  ifever  be  diflblved^  yet  it  is  a  dreadful  thhig  to  have  i^ 
doiTiied:  yon,  may  tofe  the  ienfe  of  peaKre,  ^d  with  it  all  the 
joy  of  your  beans,  and  comforts  of  yotir  lives,  id  this  world. 

Tlzirdly^  Labour  to  reconcile  others  to  Cod:  efpeeUly  thoi^ 
that  are  endeared  to  you  by  the  boads  of  batural  relatioD't 
When  Panl  was  reconciled  to  God  himfclf,  his  heart  was  full 
of  hcavincfe  for  others  that  were  not  reconciled ;  far  his  **  trc^ 
"  thren  and  krafmea  according  to  the  fleth,**  Rom.  ix.  ^,  3« 
When  Abraham  was  become  God*s  friend  himfelf,  then,  "  Cl 
^  that  lOimael  might  live  before  thee.«**  Gen,  xvii.  18. 

Fourthly  and  lafHy,  "  Let  your  recottciliation  with  God  re^ 
"  lieveyou  under  aU  burdens  of  affliction  you*  Aall  meet  witH 
"  iayodr  way  to  heaVen :"  Let  them  that  are  at  efMntty  with 
God  droop  under  crofi^s  and  afflictions ;  but  do  not  you  do  ibi 
Tratiquillus  Deus  tranquiNat  omnia^  RonK  v.  1,  2,3.  Let  the 
peace  of^God  keep  your  hearts  and  minds.  As  nothing  can 
onnferr  a  man  that  mud  go  to  hell  at  laft,  fo  nothing  (hould 
^eft  a  maa  that  ihall«  through  many  troubles^  at  kft^  reach 
kaven.  ' 


S    E    R    M    O    N     IV. 

j  Ixplaining  the  Work  of  the  Sf^rit,  as  the  internal^  and 
I     ^moft  eSedual  Means  of  the  Application  of  Ch&ist. 

I  JtoM  vi^  44«  Nsman  eon  cometQ  me^  except  the  Father  tvhtch 
\  hath  fent  me,  draw  him* 

\  lr\  VR  laft  dlfimrfe  informed  you  of  the  ufefulnefs  and  luflui* 
(  V/  cncc  of  tile  preacfefug  of  the  gofpel,  in  order  to  the  ap* 
[  fUcation  of  Chrift  to  tbe  feuis  of  mpu.  Thrre  muft  be  (in  God's 
I  Ordinary  way)  the  external  minifleriil  ofier  of  Chrilt,  before 
I  ^Q  can  have  ttaioQ  with  him.    . 

jfrtt  y«ti  all  the  j)rcaching  in  the  workt  tsa  never  cffeft  this 
•wioD  with  Chrift  to  itfelf,  and  in  its  own  vinne,  except  a  fu- 
pematuf  al,  and  mighty  power,  go  forth  with  it,  for  that  end  and 
l^pofe.    lict  Boanerges  and  Barnabas  fry  tbdr  flrengt|i,  kt 
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th^  fl«gf/x  of  heaven  be  the  preachers ;  till  God  draw,  the  foul 
iiannot  come  to  Chrift. 

.  Nocfaving  benefit  is  to  be  had  by  Chrift,  without  union  with 
his  pcrfoB,  no  union  with  his  perfon  without  faith,  no  faith,  or- 
^irtaiily  wrought,  without  the  preaching  of.  the  gofpclby  Chrift's 
ambaJfadorSi  their  preaching  hath  no  faving  efficacy,  withoot 
God*s  drawings,,  as  will  evidently  appear,  by  confidering  tbefc 
V'ords,  and  the  occafion  of  them. 

The  oc<;afion  of  thefc  words  is  found  (as  learned  *  Catneroa 
well  oblervcs)  in  the  42d  verfe.  "  And  they  faid,  is  not  this  JefiiS 
•*  the  fon  of  Jofeph,  whofe  father  and  mothef  we  know?  "  Chrift 
had  been  preffing  npon  them  in  his  miniftry,  the  great  and  ne- 
ceflary  duty  of  faith  ;  but  notwithftanding  the  authority  of  the 
preacher  ;  the  holine/s  of  his  Iffe ;  the  miracles  by  which  be  con- 
firmed his  do6trine ;  they  ftill  objcfted  againft  him,  **  is  not  this 
*•  the  carpenter's  Son  ?*'  From  whence  Chrift  takes  occafion  for 
thefe  words ;  "  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  my  Father  ^ 
^*  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him,"  y .  d.  In  vain  is  the  authority  ' 
of  my  perfon  urged ;  in  vain  are  all  the  miracles  wrought  in  yaw 
fight,  to  confirm  the  doftrine  preached  to  you ;  till  that  fecrtt, 
;almi5hty  power  of  the  Spirit  be  put  forth  upoq  your  hearts,  pa 
will  not,  you  cannot,  come  unto  me. 

The  words  are  a  negative  propofition. 
.  In  which  the  author,  and  powerful  manner  of  divine  opcritii 
on  in  working  faith,  ^e  contained  :  there  muft  be  drawing  be- 
fore believing,  and  tha?  drawing  muft  be  the  drawing  of  God : 
every  word  hath  its  weight :  we  will  confider  them  in  the  order 
they  lie  in  the  text. 

Ovliii — '-^No  MarQ  not  one,  let  his  natural  qOBlifications  be 
what  they  will,  let  his  external  advantages,  in  refpeft  of  mcaos 
and  helps,  be  never  fo  great :  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man: 
;all  perfons,  in  all  ages,  need  the  fame  power  of  God,  one  as  well 
as  another;  every  man  is  alike  dead,  impotent,  and  averfe  to 
faith  in  his  natural  capacity.  No  man,  or— -not  one,  among  aB 
the  fons  of  men. 

tvvotrta, Can]  or  is  able :  he  fpeaks  of  impotcncy  to  fpccial 

and  faviug  aftions,  fuch  as  believing  in  Chrift  is :  no  zit  that  is 
faving,  can  be  done  without  the  concurrence  of  fpecial  grace. 
Other  afts  that  have  a  rempte  tendency  to  it,  are  perfbrmcd  by 
a  more  general  coocourfe  and  comtpon  affiftance ;  fo  men  ©ay 
come  to  the  word,  and  attend  to  what  is  fpoken,  remember,  and 
pottfider  what  the  word  tells  then^;  but  as  to  believing  or  cpjpQ-: 

t  Camerenh  Myrothee,  p.  1^9. 
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iiig  to  Chrift,  that  bo  man  can  do  of  himfelf,  dr  by  a  gtaeital.  and 
coipmoa  ailitlaoce.    Nomaocan. 

Ey^«F  jr/r»f  ^g,— — Come  unto  me'}  (u  e,)  believe  in  me  unto 
falvation.  Coming  to  Chrift,  and  believing  in  him,  are  term* 
aequipo/knt,  and  are  indifferently  ufed  to  cxprcfs  the  nature  of 
feving  faith,  as  is  plain  ver.  35.  "  He  that  cometh  tome,  (hall 
'*  never  hunger,  and  he  that  belicveth  oh  me  Ihall  never  thirft :"  - 
it  notes  the  terms  from  which,  and  to  which  the  foul  movejs, 
and  the  voluntarinefs  of  the  motion,  notwithftanding  that  divin» 
power,  by  which  the  will  is  drawn  to  Chrift. 

£«y  ^4  0  n«Ti}^i -Except  my  Father]  hot  excluding  the  other. 

two  perfolis ;  for  every  work  of  God  relating  to  the  creatures, 
is  common  to  all  the  three  perfons  :  aor  only  to  note  that  the 
Fadier  is  the  firft^in  order  of  working  :  bat  the  reafon  is  hinted 
I     m  the  next  words. 

I        o  Tr%ft,^»$  ftt^^^^^who  hath  fent  w^,]  God  hath  entered  inta 

.^  covenant  with  the  Son,  and  fent  him;  ftands  obliged  thereby,  to 

bring  the  promifed  feed  to  him,  and  that  he  doth  by  drawing 

I    them  to  Chrift  by  faith  :  fo  the  next  words  tells  us  the  Father 

doth.  , 

[       EAKtiem  «urp». f-Dravf  him.']  That  is  powerfully  and  efFcC- 

I  taally  incline  his  will  to  come  to  Chrift :  **  f  Not  by  a  violent 
[  ^'  coa6lioa,  but  by  a  benevolent  bending  of  the  will  which  was* 
i  **  averfe ;?  andas  it  is  not  in  the  way  of  force  and  compulfion, 
I  fc  neither  is  it  by  a  Simple  maral  fuajion,  by  the  bare  propofal  of 
I  911  obje^V  to  the  will,  and  fo  leaving  the  finaer  to  his  own  ek^i-' 
I  €ip ;  but  it  is  furh  a  perfuafion,  as  hath  a  nughty  overcoming  e& 
I  licacy  accompanying  it :  of  which  more  anon, 
I       The  words  thus  opened,  the  obfervation  will  be  this  : 

f       Dofl:.  That  it  is  utterly  impf>ffible  for  any  man  to  come  ta 
I  Je/iis  Chrift ^  unlefs  he  h  drawn  unto  j^im  bythefpecial  and 

!  mighty  power  ^  Cod^ 

'       No  man  is  compelled  to  come  to  Chrift:  agalnfthis  ViU,  he 

that  cometh,  comes  willingly,  but  even  that  will,  dnd  defire  ta 

Come,  is  the  effeft  of  grace,  Phil.  ii.  13.  "  It  is^God  that  work - 

**  eth  in  you,  both  to  will,  and  to  do,  of  his  awn  good  pleafure.**  ^ 

"  If  we  defire  the  help  and  aflxftai^Cje  of  grace,  (faith  J  Ful* 

t  ^<?»  vielenta  c{>a6lio  immediata^  fed  voluntatis  a  Deo  avtrfa 
Utievola  fieaio.     Glaf.  Rhet.  Sacra  p.  236.  '     •. 

%  Ut  ergo  dejider  emus' adjut  or  turn  ^  hoc  quoque  eft  gratia  ;  ipfa 
tm\U€  incipit  ejfundi\  ut  incipiat pofcL  Fulgen,  Epift.  6.  a4  THeod* 
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**  getttitis)  tusDL  the  dcfire  is  of  grace ;  grtf  ce  nmR  firft  be  (bed 
*^  forth  upon  as,  before  we  can  begin  tocfefire  it  :**  *'  By  fr^tf 
*'  are  ye  faved  dsroogh  faith,  and  that  not  of  yonrMieSi  it  is 
«*  the  gift  of  God/*  £ph.  ii.  8.  TuppdCs  the  ocnidft  degree  of 
Aatnral  ability ;  let  a  outn  be  as  much  difpofed  and  prepared,  as 
natare  can  difpoie  or  prepare  him,  and  to  alt  this,  add  the  prtv; 
pofal  of  the  greaieft  argooi^Bts,  <nd  liiotiv^s,  to  induce  hnnt<r 
ooiiie ;  Jet  ill  tbefe  have  the  advantage  of  the  fittefl  feafaa  to 
work  upon  his  heart ;  yet  no  nsao  can  coim  till  God  draw  him  i 
vre  move  as  we  are  mo?ed;  as  Chrift's  coming  t9  os,  foeor 
coming  to  htn^  are  tbc  pttre  effefts  of  grace. 

Three  things  require  explication  in  this  pohit  befare  QS^ 

Firft,  What  the  drawitjg  rfthi  Father  imports. 

Secondly^  Int^hattnannerhedrcrmsmentvChftft. 

Thirdly,  Hovd  it  appears  that  none  can  ccote  till  thy  hi  fi 
drawn. 

Fitft^  What  the  draiwhig  of  the  Father  iniporis. 

To  open  this,  let  it  be  confidered,  that  drawing  is  nroaHf 
^inguilbed  into  phyficd  and  rmrai.  The  former  is,  citb^ 
by  co-a(lion,  force,  and  Gompttlfion:  or,  by  a  fweet,  coa* 
^grnons  efficacy  upon  the  wiH.  As  to  i^ofence  and  compuilion, 
it  is  none  of  God's  way  and  method,  it  being  both  againft  thef 
ottnre  of  the  will  of  man,  which  camot  be  forced;  and  agaiaf^ 
the  will  of  jefos  Chtift,  who  laves  to  reign  over  a  free  and 
willing  people,  FfaL  ck.  5.  ^'  Thy.  people  fliall  be  wiliiDg  y6^ 
"  die  day  of  #by  power.'*  Gr,  as  that  word  may  be-  rendered, 
they  (hal(  be  voluntarineges^  as  willing  as  wtUxngnefs'itfelf.  It  is- 
pot  then  by  a  fordUe  ef-^aSfion,  but  in  a  moral  way  of  pr'" 
fiiafion,  tfKit  Cod  the  Father  draws  men  to  Jcfns  Ghrtft :  He 
draws  with  the  hantkrfa  man^  as  they  are  called,  Hof.  xi.  14* 
(i.  e.)  in  a  tl^ay  of  radonat  c^nri^Aion  of  the  mind  and  coa- 
ftienec,  and  effeAnal  pevfuaiton  of  the  will. 

But  yet  by  moral  perfuafton^  we  muA  nor  undierftand  a 
fimple  and  bare  propofal,  or  tender  of  Chrift  and  grace,  leaving 
p«  ftiil  ix  the  finner's  choide,  whether  he  wHt  comply  wirhitor 
fa.  \  For  though  God  does  not  force  the  will. contrary  to  icr 
patnre,  yet  there  Is  a  real  tnternai  efficacy  iubpFied  in  this  drav^* 

\  We  do  not  fee  G«d  f  rtea^btiig;  wnttiip,  aftd  feaehing;  yet  \vc 
jbelieve  as  if  we  fanr  thus ;  for  all  truth  hath  a  power  of  inclining  the 
piind  to  aflTent ;  die  ^eater  tr^th,  the  greater  power,  ami  tlte  great* 
led  truth,  the  great^ft  pqwer  of  all ;  BUt  why  thea  do  Hot  all  believ^ 
|he  gafpel  \  I  anfwer,  hecaufe  all  are  are  not  dr^wn  b^  Cod^  S^^f^ 
fffi  M^tttu^nus  d^e  fatifuiia^  //>.  j^.  r^.  a« 


ing,  or  a^  imiM^f  opci^tjpo  of  ih^  Spirit  nptm  tbe  hears 
df^  will^  vhkl),  to  a  w^y  cpogmods  zni  iisimble  fo  its  natorep 
t^^aw^y  th^  r^b^iUoa^ad  i^lufkaoce  of  it,  and  of  uowiUtog, 
nvak^s  ic  williog  ip  ^gtfit  lo  Chrift.  And,  ia  this  refpeA^  we 
t^^\id^pbyficalf  as  Wfll  as  imr/i/  iofltieiicl  of  the  Spirit  In  this 
wpri^  and  ib  the  fcripturccKpreffcs  it,  Eph.  i.  19,  20.  "  That 
*'  m  nay  kopw  what  i$  the  e^^ceediog  greamcfs  of  his  power  to- 
''  mri  us  whobctievfi*  aocqrding  to  the  workiog  of  his  mighty 
<'  poweo  which  he  wrought  ip Chrift,  when  he  reifed  him  from 
"  the.  dead*"  Here  is  mtich  more  thao  a  nalced  propotai  madie 
to  the  wiU ;  there  is  9  fowtr  as  well  as  a  Untkr ; '  greatneis  of 
power ;  %Q<i  yet  more,  the  exceHiog  greataefs  of  his  power ; 
and  this  power  hath  an  a^ual  efficacy  afcribed  to  it,  he  works 
upon  our  hearts  apd  wills*  .according  to  the  workir^  ^  hit 
Vttgbty  pfiVfcr^  wUck  hi  wrought  in  Chrift^  when  ie  raifid^him 
frm  the  dead^  Thus  he  f uiffls  in  vs  all  the  good  pleafure  of 
his  will,  and  the  work  of  fai^  with  power,  2  ThefT.  i.  1 1. 

And  this  is  that  which  the  (chools  cb\)  gratia  efficax^  efie^* 
A  grace;  ^nd  others  vilfrix  dekSiatiHy  an  overcooung,  ooaqner- 
iog  delight  t :  Thus  the  work  is  carried  on  with  a  mdk  effica^ 
doas  fweetoc^s.  So  that  the  liberty  of  the  will  is  not  infringed, 
Vhilft  the  obftinacy  of  the  will  is  efTe^toally  ibbdued  and  over- 
Fttkd*  For  want  of  this,  there  are  fo  many  ahnoft  Chrifiians  id 
the  world  ;  hen^  are  all  thoie  vaniihing  and  imperfeA  workr 
which  come  to  nothing,  called  in  fcriptore,  a  morning  ehud,  an 
tariy  dew.  Had  this  mighty  powef  gone  forth  with  the  word, 
(hey  had  oev^r  vaniihed  or  perilled  like  emhryt^^  as  they  do.  So 
th(^,  God  draws  (Qot  oaiy  in  a  moral,  way,  by  propofmga  fuita* 
\^  pb]e6t  to  the  will,  bat  alio  in  a  pkyftcal  ^a^y,  or  by  tmmedir 
Xte.powerfiil  InBaeoce  upon  the  will ;  not  infriaging  the  liber- 
ty of  it,  but  yet  iofallibly  and  efTeAuaUy  pei&adisg  it  10  cooc 
toChrift* 

Sicondfy^  Next  let  us  coqfjder  tl|e  mtrvelloiu  w«y  aad  mano 
tier,  in  which  the  Lord  draws  the  fouls  of  poor  fino^rs  to  Jeftit 
ChrUly  and  yon  will  find  hfi  doth  it> 

u  GraduaUy,  |        ^'  EffeftoaHy, 

a*  Coogrnonfly,         |  and 

3.  Powerfully,  |        5.  Fmally. 

Ftrfl^  This  iDleiTed  work  is  carried  on  by  the  Spirit  gradaally ; 
^tii^ing  the  fo^l  Acp  by  ikp,  ia  the  due  method  and  order  of 
the  gofpel  to  Chrift;  ilJumination,  oonviOioa,  compun^lionv       ^ 
prepare  the  way  to  Chrift  ;'aod  then  faith  noices  the  foul  to  him  : 

t  A  certain  heateidyiwe^tneft.    Janfenlus  Jbig.  Uh  ^fifA  f\ 
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"Without  humlliatioa, .  there  can  he  no  faith,  Matth.  xxi.32. 
**  Ye  repeated  not,  that  ye  might  believe."  It  is  the  burdea- 
fome  feDie  of  fioy  that  brings  the  foul  to  ChtlA  for  reft,  Mattb. 
xi.  28.  ' '  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden." 
But  without  conviction  there  can  be  no  compun^ion  ;  no  hu^ 
miliation  ;  he  that  is  not  convinced  of  his  fin  and  mifery,  never 
bewails  it,  nor  mourns  for  it :  Never  was  there  one  tear  of  (rue 
repentance  feen  to  drop  from  the  eye  of  an  unconvinced  ilnncr. 
And  Without  iliuminatioai  there  can  be  no  convi<^ioa ;  for 
what  is  convi^ion,  but  the  application  of  the  light  which  is 
in  the  underdanding,  or  mind  of  a  man,  to  his  heart  and  c^- 

;  Icience?  A6ls.  ii.  37.  In  this  order  therefore,  the  Spirit  (orcli- 
narily)  draws  fouls  to  Chrift,-  he  fhines  into  their  mind^^  il- 
lumination ;  applies  that  light  to  their  confciences  by  efPeflual 
convi^ion ;  breaks  and  wounds  their  hearts  for  fin  in  com- 
.punflioa;  and  then  moves  the  will  to  embrace  and  clofe  with 

.  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  faith,  for  life  and  falvation. 

Thefe  feveral  fteps  are  more  diftinftly  difcerned  in  fome 

'-Chriftians  than  in  others ;'  they  are  more  clearly  to  be  feea  ia  . 
the  adult  convert ^  than  in  thofe  that  were  drawii  to  Chrift  ia 
.their  youth  ;  in  fuch  as  ^were  drawn  to  him  out  of  a  ftate  of 
prophanenefs,  than  in  thofe  that  had  the  advantage  of  a  pious 
education  ;  but  in  tWs  order,  the  work  is  carried  on,  ordinarir 
Jy,  in  all ;  however  it  differ  in  point  of  clearnefs  ia  the  one,  and 
in  the  other. 

.  Secondly^  He  draws  finders  to  Chrift  cpngnioufly,  and  very 
agreeably  to  the  naturq  and  way  of  man,  fo  he  ipeaks,  Hof.  xi. 
4.  •*  I  drew  them  with  the  *  cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of 
**  love  :"  Not  as  beafts  are  dra\yn  ;  but  as  men  are  inclined,  and 
wrought  to  compliance,  by  ratignalconvifticn  of  their  judgments, 
and  powerful  perfuafion  of  their  wills;  the  minds  of  finners 
are  naturally  blinded  by  ignorance,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4,  And  their 
affeftions  bewitched  to, 'their  lufts.  Gal,,  iii.  4.  and  whilft  it  is 
thus,  no  arguments  or  entreaties  cin  poflibly  prevail,  .to  bring 
them  off  from  the  ways  of  fin  to  Chrift. 

The  way  therefore  which  the  Lord  takes  to  wip  and  draw 
then^  to  Chrift,*  is  by  reftifying  their  falfe  apprehenfions,  and 
ftiewing  them  infiniteiy  more  good  in  Chrift,  than  in  the  crea- 
ture* and  in  their  lufts  ;  yea,  by  fetisfying  their  uriderftandings, 
that  there  is  goodnefs  enough  La  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whom  he  i$ 
drawing  them. 

*  Fttni^Uf  hominum  (i.e.)  bumanis  :  non  quihus  trait  ac  ic'^ 
duel  f dent  boves;  .      ' 
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•    Firfiy  Enough  to  out-bid  all  temporal-good,  'which'  i$  to  be 
.      denied  for  his  fake. 

Secondly,  Enough  to  preponderate  all  temporaUefilSi  which 
I      are  to  be  (offered  for  his  fake* 

'         Firfl,  That  there  is  more  good  in  Chrift  than  in  all  temporal 

good  things,  which  we  are  to  deny,  or  forfake,  upon  his  account. 

This  being  once  clearly,  and  convincingly  difco?ered  to  the 

Boderftandrng,   the  will  is,   thereby,  prepared  to  quit  all  that 

'Which  entangles,  and  with-holds  it  from  coming  to  Chrift  ;  there 

is  tio  man  tiiat  loves  money  fo  much,  but  he  will  willingly  part 

with  it,  for  that  which  is  more  worth  to  him,  than  the  fum  he 

!     parts  with  to  purchafe  it :  Matth.^  xiii.  45,  46.  **  The  kingdom 

\     *^  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  merchant-man,  feeking  goodly  pearls, 

r     "  who  when  l^e  hath  found  one  pearl  of  great  price,  goetb  and 

f    *'  felleth  all  that  be;  hath  and  buyeth  it.*' 

Such  an  invaluable  pearl  is  Jefus  Chrift ;  infinitely  more 
I  worth  than  all  that  a  poot^  fioner  hath  to  part  with  for  him  ; 
r  and  is  a  more  real  good  than  the  creature.  Thefe  are  but  vaia  ^ 
I  fcadows;  Prov.  xxiii.  5.  Chrift  is  a  folid,  fubftantial  good: 
.  )ea,  he  is,  and  by  conviflion  appears  to  be  a  more  Tuitable  good 
I  than  the  creature :  The  world  cannot  juftify,  and  favc,  but 
j  Chrift  can.  Chrift  is  a  more  neceflary  good  than  the  creature, 
:  which  is  only  for  our  temporal  conveniency,  but  he  is  of  eternal 
neceffity.  He  is  a  more  durable  good  than  any  creaturc-com- 
fort  i$,  or  can  be :  **  The  falhion  of  this  world  pafTeth  away,'* 
I  i  Cor.  vii.  13.  But  durable  riches  and  righteoufnefs  are  in  him, 
'  Prov.  viii.  17.  Thus  Chrift  appears  in  the  day  of  conviction, 
|.  infinitely  more  excellent  than  the  world;  he  out-bids  all  the 
f  offers  that  the  world  can  make ;  and  this  greatly  forwards  the 
\    work  of  drawing  a  foul  to  Jefus  Chrift. 

]  Secondly,  And  (then  t©  remove  every  thing  out  of  the  way  to 
I  Chrift)  God  difcovers  to  the  foul  enough  in  him,to  preponderate, 
I  and  much  more  than  will  recompenle  all  the  evils  and  fufferings 
{  it  can  endure  for  his  fake. 

It  is  true,  they  that  dole  with  Chrft,  clofe  with  his  crofs  at« 
fo:  they  muft  expeft  to  fave  no  more  but  their  fouls  by  him. 
He  tells  us  what  we  muft  truft  to,  Luke  xiv.  26,  27.  "  If  any 
"  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  Father  and  mother,  and 
'*  wife  and  children,  and  brethren  and  fifters ;  yea,  and  his 
"  own  life  alfo,  be  cannot  be  my  difciplc :  And  whofoevcr 
"  doth  not  bear  bis  crofs,  and  come  after  me,  cannot  be  my  dif« 
"ciple." 
To  read  fudi  a  text  a$  this,  wldi  fuch  a  comment  upon  kym 

^  yoh.  iL  z 
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iaCao  and  ottt  flefli  can  make ;  H  enough  ta  fright  a  Maa'frotn  * 
Chrift  for  ever  :  Nor  is  it  pofSble,  by  all  the  arguments  ia  the 
#oftd,  to  draw  any  foal  to  Chrift  upon  ftrch  terms  as  thcfc,  till 
the  Lord  convince  ir,  thai  there  is  enough,  and  much  more  than 
Enough  iQ  Jefus  Chritl  t6  recompeafe  all  thcfe  fu&rtogs^  aad 
loffes,  we  endure  for  htni.  * 

r    But  when  the  foul  is  fatisficd,  that  thefe  fnfferings  are  but 
external,  upon  the  vile  body,  but  that  the  benefit  which  cotaef 
by  Chrift  b  internal,  in  a  man's  own  foul :  thefe  aifiiAions  arer* 
but  temporal,  Rom.  vm.  x8;  But  Chrift  and  his  benefits  are  ettr* 
»mI:  This  muft  needs  prevail  with  the  will  to  come  over  \0 
Chrift;  ItotwithftaDding  all  rhe  evils  of  rafitFing  chat  accom^ 
pany  him,  when   the  reality  of  all  this  is  diibovered  by  the 
Lord;  and  the  power  of  God  goes  along  with  thfifc  difcoveries. 
Thus  the  Lord  draws^-tis  in  our  own  wayj  by  rational  conviftt-' 
a&s  of  the  under ftandiiig,  end  allurements  of  the  will; 
.   And  it  is  poffible  this  toay  be  the  reafon  why  fome  poor  fool^ 
niT'judge  the  workings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  uponv  rhemfeWeSr 
thinking  they  never  had  that  wonderful  and  mighty  power  of 
God  in  coriverfion,  adding  upon  their  hearts,  becau&  they  find  all 
that  is  done  upon  their  hearts  that  way,  is  done  in  the  ordioary 
courfe  and  method  of  nature :  They  confider,  compare,  are  coft* 
tinced,  and  then  refolve  to  choofe  Chrift  and  his  ways ;  whcre^ 
as  they  expert  to  feel  fome  ftrangc  operations,  that  ihall  haftt 
the  vifible  charaAers  of  the  inamecfiate  power  of  God  upon  tbem# 
and  fucb  a  power  they  might  difoerh,  if  they  would  coniidcf 
it  as  working  in  this  way  and  method :  But  rhey  cannot  diftia* 
gui(h  God's  afts  from  their  own,  and  that  puziles  them. 
.    Thirdfyy  The  drawings  of  the  Father  are  very  powerfnL 
•*'  The  arm  of  the  Lord  is  revealed  in  this  worfc,"  Ifa.  Hii.  f. 
It  was  a  powerful  word  indeed,  that  made  the  light  at  firft 
ihtne  out  of  darknefs^  and  no  lefs  power  is  required  to  make  i( 
thine  into  our  heartfe^  2  Cor.  ▼.  14-  That  day  in  which  iha 
foul  is  made  willing  to  come  to  Chrift,  is  called  **  the  day  cf 
♦*  his  power,"  Pfai.  ex.  3.     The  fcripture  exprefleth  the  w©rfc 
of  converCon,  by  a  threefold  »z^/<^/&or,  viz. 

That  of  a  refurreflion  from  the  dead,  Rom*  vi.  4. 
.  ^hAi  of  creation,  £ph.  ii.  10.  And 
;  That  of  viElory  or  cohquefi,  a  Cor*  x.  4,  5.  All  thefe  kt 
forth  the  infinite  power  of  Qpd  In  4hk  work  ;  for  no  lefe  thaiV 
almighty  Power  is  required  to  each  of  them ;  and  if  yoti  flriAlf 
examine  the  diftidA  notions,  you  (hall  find  the  powet  of  God 
»oi^4Uid  morctUuftribuily  dlfplayed  in  each  of  them* 

To  raife  the  dead;  is  th^  e^£t  of  almighty  Power  ;  bac  tfiea 


fbe  reiufTefUbn  ioppol^tb  pre  ouileat  miuti^.  H  d^e  voTk  df 
^rmtm^  ther^  I&  no  pre-eKifieat  si^^tt^;  bm  then  then?  i$  09^ 
o^pofi^oQi  That  which  is  not^  rebels  not  agamft  the  powtr 
vhieh  %x9ct  it  being.  Bat  viSory  and  confue/i  fuppofes  ^/i^r 
rioff»  »U  the  power  of  corrtfpt  Qfktiire  arming  icii^lf,  and  fighting 
agaioft  Cod ;  bnt  yet  nor  able  to  fruftratc  his  defign. 

Let  the  foul  whom  the  Father  draws,  druggie,  and  relui^a^ 
as  audi  as  it  can,  it  (hall  c^ne»  yea,  and  come  wUliogly  too^ 
wf^o  the  drawing  power  of  God  is  upon  it  f.  O  the  ieif^ooa* 
flids»  the  comr^ry  reiblves,  with  which  the  foul  finds  itfelf  dil- 
traAed,  andrfni  a^der^  The  bopea»  andf<^^$;  tbeencoa^ 
ragraients,  and  difi^ttragenKdts ;  they  willi  and  they  wiU  not: 
hflt  vidorioiis  grace  conquers  all  oppofition  at  laft*  We  find 
aBexceilent  esUnaipleof  ibis  in  blefled  X  Augiiftin,.who  fpeaka 
ofdiis  i^ry  work,  thedrawingof  his  foul  to  Chrifti  agd  how 
he  fek  in  that  day  two  wills  in  \imk\ky  *^  4>ne  o\A^  the  other 
''  new;'  ooe  carnal,  the  other  fpirituaU  aod  bow  in  theie  their 
''  contrary  motions,  and  coefii^,  be  was  torn  aiiinder  in  his 
^  pwn  tbon^ts  and  refolu^oa,  fuiFeriog  that  unwillingly,^ 
^'  whidi  he  did  wilKngly."  And^rtainly,  if  we  confider  how 
de^  the  foul  is  rooted,  by  natural  inclination,  and  leog  conti^ 
^sed  cuftom,  in  fin,  how  extnemtly  averfe  iti$  to  the  ways  of 
firift  godlinefs,  and  oiortifica^ofi ;  how  Satan^  that  invtdiona 
aemy,  that  (Irong  man  armed,  fortifies  the  ibnl  to  defend  hia 
pofieflioo,  againft  Chrift,  and  mtrencbes  himfelf  in  the  under- 
ftandii^,  viil,  and  affe£lioB8,  by  deep-rooted  prejudices  agaiuft 
Chrift  «md  faoUneft^  it  is  a  wonder  of  wonders,  to  ice  a  Ibu) 
quitting  all  iis^beloved  Infts,  and  fle&ly  interefis  and  endear*^ 
laeota,  and  coming  willingly  under  ChriA's  yoke. 

Fmrthly^  The  drawings  of  God  are  very  effeftqal :  Them- 
is indeed  a  commoo  and  intffie&iial  work  upon  hypocrites,  and 
a()nfta£es»  called  in  fcriptore  a  ■-  moraif^  ck>ud,  an  early  dew,'* 
Hof.  vi.  4.  Thefe  iBay  belieye  for  a  time,  and  hW  aw^y  at 
kft,  Lfike  m.  13.    Their  wills  may  be  half  won,  they  may 

t  A  fweet  moTihg  from  the  word,  and  a  powerfaf  drawing  00 
Cod's  part.  For  there  is  a  certain  kifid  of  rolantary  nec^Sty. 
Moulin  Amul,  j4rmin. 

X  ha  duae  voluntatet  meaty  una  yetus,  aUa  vefuSf  alia  nova^ 
ilia  carnalis  ilia  fpirftualij  confiigebanf  inter  fe  9  at  que  difeordandp 
difipabafit  anitnapt  meam^-^-ibi  enim  tnagis  jam  n^n  ego^  fMia^  ex 
magna  parte  fd pat iebar  invituti  quodfaciebam  v^let^*  Aug,  cofir 
fcf.lib.  g^aap,  5* 
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be  Avwn  half  way  to  Chrift,  and  return  again.  So  it  wh  with 
Agrippa,  AAs  xxvi.  28.  %f  ^\ty^  f€%  tnt^u  within  a  very  little, 
tbon  perfuadeft  me  to  be  a  Chriftian;  Bur  in  God's  eleAed  ones^ 
it  1$  ei&dual :  *  Their,  wills  are  not  only  abnojly  but  altogether 
perfuaded  to  embrace  Chrtft,  and  quit  the  ways  of  fio,  how 
pleafant,  gainful,  and  dear  ibever  they  have  been  to  them. 
The  Lord  not  cmly  draws,  bttt  draws  home  ihofe  fouls  to  Chrift, 
John  vi.  37.  *^  AU  that  the  Father  hath  given  me,  (hall  come 
/*  to  me.*'  ' 

It  is  confefled,  that  In  drawing  home  of  the  veryeledto 
Chrift,  there  m^y  be,  and  frequently  are,  many  panfes,  (lands, 
and  demurs ;  they  have  conviAions,  afieAions,  and  refcdatioos 
ftirring  in  them,  which,  like  early  bbflbms,  feem  to  be  nipt 
nnd  die  away  again.  There  is  frequently,  (m  yonng  on^  efpe* 
dally),  an  bopefnl  appearance  of  grace ;  they  make  confeieooe 
of  avoiding  fins,  and  performing  duties :  they  have  IbmistiiBa 
great  awakenings  under  the  word,  they  are  obferved  to  retire 
for  meditatidt)  and  prayer;  and  ddight  to  be  in  the  company  of 
Chriftians :  and  after  all  this,  youthful  lufts  and  vaDides  are 
found  toflifle  and  choak  thefe  hopeful  beginnings,  aod  the 
work  feems  to  ftand,  (it  may  be  fome  years),  at  a  paufc ;  bow** 
ever^  at  laft,  the  Lord  makes  it  victorious  over  all  oppofttioo, 
and  fets  it  home  with  power  upon  their  hearts. 
•  Fifthly^  To  conclude,  thofe  whom  the  Father  draws  to 
Chrift,  he  draws  them  Hnally  and  for  ever.  **  The  gifts  and 
**  calling  of  God  are  without  repentance,"  Rom.  xi.  29.:  they 
are  fo,  as  to  G(>d  the  giver ;  be  never  repents  that  he  hath  ca^ 
Jed  his  people'into  the  fellowfhtp  of  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus :  and 
^hey  are  fo  on  Ae  believer's  part;  he  is  never  forry,  whatsever 
he  afterwards  meats  with,  that  he  is  come  to  Chrift. 

There  is  a  time  when  Chriftians  are  drawn  to  Chrift,  btt 
there  fliall  never  be  a  time  ill  which  they  (hall  be  drawn  awiqr 
from  Chrift,  John  x.  29.  There  is  no  plucking  them  oat  df 
the  Father's  hand.  It  was  common  to  a  proverb,  in  the  priiw* 
tive  times,  when  they  would  exprefs  an  impoffibility,  to  fay, 
♦*  "^^ou  may  as  foon  draw  a  Chriflian  from  Chrift,  as  do  it." 
When  Chrift  aflced  that  queftion  of  the  difcifJes,  **  Will  ye 
"  alfo  go  away  ?  Lord,  (faid  Peter,  in  the  name  of  them  all), 
♦*  to  whom  fliall  we  go  ?.  Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life," 
•■   •    ■  -     •  •* 

*  Snafion  is  the  a^  of  one  iifing  endeavours ;  pcrfuafion  th«  »d 
of  an  efficient  caufc.  He  uf^s  fuafion,  who  gives  advice ;  perfn?tfi<* 
is  the  deed  of  him  who  determines  a  man  to  what  he  pleafes.  Zr«t 
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John  vi.  69-  The;  are  thus  drawD,  do^with  fQlI-pT!rpo&  of 
lieart^  cleave  unto  the  Lord.  And  thus  of^  the  ipauner  and 
quality  of  effeOuai  drawings 

TlnrSfyy  In  the  laft  place,  I  am  to  evince  the  impoiCbiUty 
of  coflii&g  to  Chrift  without  the  Father's,  drawings ;  and  this 
irill  endendy  appear  upon  (he  coniideration  of  tbeie  two  parti* 
culars. 

Firfit  The  difficulty  of  this  work  is  above  all  the  power  of 
nature  to  overcome. 

Sef$ndfyi  That  Ihtle  power  and  ability  that  nature  hath,  il  , 
will  never  employ  to  fuch  a  purpofe as  this ;  /till  the  drawing 
power  of  God  be  upon  the  will  of  a  fioner. 

Firfi,  If  all  the  power  qi  nature  were  employed  in  thisi  de* 
£go,  yet  fuch  arethe  difficulties  of  this  work,  that  it  furmounts 
all  the  ainlitks  of  nature.  .  This  the  (cripture  very  plainly  afr 
firms,  Epfa.  u,  8.  ^<  By  grace.are.ye  fitved  through  faith,  and 
''  that  not  of  youcfelves^  it  is  the  gift  of  God."  To  think  of 
ChriAiseaiy,  but  tocometoCbrifl,  i^  to  nature,  impoffibles 
To  fend  forth  cold  and  ineffectual  wi(hes  to  Chrift  we  may,  but 
to  bring  Chrift  and  the  foul  together,  requires  the  .almighty 
power  of  God,  Eph.  i.  19.  Thii  grace  of  faith  by  which  we 
come  to  Chrift,  is  ^  much  the  free  gift  of  God,  as  Chrift  him^ 
felf,  who  is  the  objeA  (^  faith,  Phil.  i.  %^.  **  To  you  it  is  free- 
*'  ly  given  to  believe."  And  this  will  eafily  appear  to  your  un^ 
iderfiandiogs,  if  you  <b  but  confider 

r-  Subjeft   ^ 
T^  ^  AA,  and  >  of  this  work  of  faith,  or  coming  to  Chrift^ 
Enemies 

Firfiy  Confider  the  fubjed  of  faith  in  whidi  it  is  wrought ;  * 
or  what  it  is  that  is  drawn  to  Chrift :  It  is  the  bcsu-t  of  a  fmoer 
which  is  naturally  a9  indtfpofcd  for  this  work,  as  the  wood 
which  Elijah  laid  in  order  upon  the  altar,  was  to  catch  fire, 
when  he  hail  poured  fo  much  water  upon  it,  as  did  not  only  ^ 
Wet  the  wood,  but  alfo  filled  up  the  nrench  roimd  about  it,  i 
Kings  xviii.  33.  For  it  is  naturally  a  dark,  blind,  and  ignorant^ 
heart.  Job.  xi.  12.  And  fuch  an  heart  can  never  believe,  till  he 
that  commanded  the  light  to  ft^ine  out  of  darknefs  do  fhine  . 
iflto  ir,  2  Cor.  v.  14.    . 

Nor  will  it  avail  any  thing  to  iay,  though  man  be  born  in  dark  - 
nefs  and  ignorance,  yet  afterwards  he  may  acquire  knowledge 
in  the  ufe  of  means,  as  we  fee  many  natural  men  do  to  a  very 
high  degree ;  For  this  is  not  that  light  that  brings  the  foul  to 
Chrift,  y^a,  this  natural^  unianAified  light  blinds  the  foul,  and 
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pejudlces  it  mor«  agamft  Chrift  than  eVer  it  was  b^Core,  i  Cor, 
I.  !!♦  16. 

As  it  is  a  blind  igooraiit  heart,  fo  it  is  a  fM(h  heart  by  ftV 
tare :  Alt  its  defigns  and  aims  t^minate  io  (elf :  this  is  the  G£D« 
ter  aed  weight  of  ths  Ibul ;  no  righteoufocfs  tMit  its  owo  is 
focif^t  after,  that,  or  boac,  Rom.  x.  3.  Nov,  for  ft  feul  ta 
renounce  and  deny  (elf,  in  all  its  farms,  modes,  and  iaterefls, 
M  everjr  one  doth  that  cometh  to  Chrift;  to  dilbiaim  and  deny 
natural,'moral,  and  religious  felf,  and  come  to  Chnfk,  as  a  pooTi 
tBti4nrable,  wretched,  empty  creature ;  lolive  upon  hisrighteottf' 
nefs  for  ever,  is  as  (b pernatofal  and  wonderful,  as  to  fee  thethiUt 
and  mountains  dart  frofn  their  bafet  and  ceatres,  and  fl;  likf 
wandering  atoms  in  the  &lr. 

Nay,  this  heart  which  is  to  eome  to  Chrift,  is  not  only  d^rk 
and  felfilh,  but  foU  of  pride.  O  it  it  a  defpcrate  proud  heact 
by  nature,  it  eannot  fabmit  to  eome  to  Chrifl:,  as  Beahadad's 
iervants  came  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  with  (ackdoth  on  their  loios^ 
and  ropes  upon  their  heads.  To  take  guilt,  (hamp,  and  eo&fi> 
lion  of  face  to  onr(el'v6«,  and  acktiowledge  the  righteoufnefs  tf 
God  in  our  eternal  damnation ;  to  come  to  Chriit  naked,  zvA 
ampty,  as  one  that  jafiifie$  the  ungodly :  I  (ay,  nature  Id^t  t^ 
^  itfeif,  would  as  fooa  be  daamed  as  do  this  :>  the  proiidlieart  cat  ^ 
nearer  come  tp  this,  tit!  the  Lord  hafe  humbled  aiod  broken  it  by 
his  power. 

Secondly,  Let  us  tak<  the  aft  of  faith  into  confideration  al&^ 
as  it  is  here  defcribed  by  the  lours  coming  to  Jefns  ChriA ;  and 
f on  will  fxQd  a  neceffity  of  the  Father's  drawings ;  for  this  fevl» 
dently  implies,  that  which  is  againll  the  (Vream  and  current  of 
*  corrupt  nature,  and  (hat  which  is  above  the  fphere  and  capacity 
of  the  mod  refined  and  eccomplifhed  nature; 

Firfi,  It  is  againft  the  (iream  and  current  of  our  corr^t  na- 
ture 10  come  to  Chrift.  For  let  ns  but  confider  the  term  kom 
V^hich  the  foul  departs,  when  It  comes  to  Chrift.  In  that  day 
it  leaves  all  its  lufts,  and  ways  of  (in,  how  pleafaAt,  fweet,  and 
profitable  (bever  they  have  been  unto  it,  Ife.  Iv,  7.  '  **  Let  the 
*^  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteonsmanhis  tboi}gbti> 
^^  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord :"  Way  and  tbonghts,  u  i* 
both  the  praftice  of  and  delight  he  had  in  fin,  muft  be  forfaken* 
^nd  the  outward  and  ifiward  man  mnft  be  cleaniibd  ftofflir* 
Now  there  are  in  the  bofoms  of  unregenerate  men  ftich  darKq[ 
}afts,  that  have  given  them  fo  much  practical  and  fpeculative 
pkafuye,  ^hlch  have  brpught  (b  much  profit  to  them  ;  wluch 
rtave  been  born  and  br^d  up  with  th^m ;  and  whipK,  upon  all 
tbefe  accounts^  are  endeared  to  their  fouls  10  that  degrcei  that 
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ir  is  eafier  for  them  fo  die,  tbab  la  fotHikt  ^m  t  yea^,  ftofhittg 
19  mote  commoo  afiiangfuch.meo,  thao  to  vefitUfe  ettriial  daai* 
Mtioii,  rarh«r  than  loifer  a  fepara^Too  fron  rh^  fm^ 

And  which  is  yet  ttiore  diffictii^  id  coming  to  Chrift»  tlM  foat 
foriakies  not  only  its  fiofut  (elf,  bot  i»  righuoQi  tslf^.  f .  r*  Ml 
cBly  lt»  worft  fiosy  bat  its  beik  perforomicts^  acroffiplifhiii^Qt$« 
and  exceUedci^s.  IfoW  this  is  OAe  of  the  gfreafeft  fimits  that 
Dfltn^e  caa  br  put  to :  RtghteoQih^s,  by  works,  was  t^  »irft  )r« 
qoorthateTer  wa^  por  into  the  veffi:^!,  and  it  ftill  teralds  the 
tafig  and  favour  of  it,  and  will  to  the  tfnd  of  the  world,  Rom.  x. 
3.  *'  For  thf  y  being  ignorant  of  Ood*s  r^hteoufnds,  attd  going; 
*'  about  to  ei^abUQi  their  own  r^hteotikiiffs,  have  not  fubtntt^ 
**  t»i  themfeires  unto  the  rlghteoofbefi  of  God."  ite'»'^«r«7n««9y 
they  have  not  iiibmitted :  To  come  aatoed  atid  em^  ro  Chrif)-^ 
and  recetire  all  from  him  as  a  frec'^ift^  is,  to  proud  cofrnpt  na« 
tore,  the  greateft  abaiemefit  and  fttbfniffion  in  the  world.  - 

Let  the  gofpel  farnifh  its  tabid  with  the  rtcbeft  and  coftlteft 
dainti^  that  cter  the  blood  of  Chrift  purchafed,  fiicbis  the  pricte 
of  Datare,  that  it  diidains  to  taf>t  them,  except  k  oxiy  alfo  pay 
for  the  fafloe.  If  the  old  hive  be  removed  from  the  place  where 
it  was  wont  to  (Vand,  the  bees  will  come  home  to  the  old  place, 
yea,  and  many  of  them  you  fhaii  find  will  die  there,  rather  thatc 
go  to  the  hive,  though  it  Hand  in  a  far  betfet  pince  than  it  did' 
before,  jnd  fo  (lands  the  cafe  with  men.  The  ktoeh  remov- 
ed»  f.  r.  we  are  no  more  to  expeA  rigbte^afoefe  as  Adam  did|  by 
obeying  and  working,  hoc  by  beiievtog  aod  coming  10  Chrift  9 
bat  nattire  had  as  lieve  be  dami^  as  do  this :  It  ftit)  goes  about 

!to  eilabiifh  its  own  ri^tedtifneis. 
Virtues,  duties,  and  moral  excelletidcs,  thefe  are  the  orfia* 
I   aeots  of  nature ;  hers  is  nature  fet  off  in  its  fuinpttiocis  atHre^ 
(  and  rich  embelliftiments,  and  now  to  renouneeit,  ditdahii  anci 
f.   ooatemo  it,  astlrofs  and  dung,  \h  oompdrtfon  c^  Chrift,  as  be* 
I   Ifevers  do,  Phil.  iii.  8.    This,  1  fey,  is  agaiflft  the  grain  oif  datore^ 
I  Wc  reckon  it  the  ftr^nge  effeO:  of  felf^deiiiri  idMahotn^t  the 
^   Great  *,  who  being  fo  enamoured   wUh  bis  beautiful  Ireoe^ 
i   would  be  periuaded,  upon  reaibns  of  ftate,  with  his  own  band 
'    to  ftrike  off  her  head ;  and  tlut^  even  when  fhe  appeared  in  ail 
'    her  rich  ornamcots  before  him,  rather  like  fueh  a  goddefs,  as  the* 
'    poets  in  their  extafies  ule  to  feign,  thana  mortal  creature.    And 
|-    yet  certainly  this  is  nothing  to  that  (elf-deuia)  which  is  exercifed^ 
I     ifl  our  coming  to^  Chrift^ 
\       Secondly,  And  if  we, look  to  the  othec  term  to  which  the  (b«U 

•:t  Knellu  Biftoiyrfthe.Tmfks, .  -     -      .    • 


176  The  Method  if  Graci.  SIErm.  IV/ 

moves^  we  fiiall  find  it  aAing  as  much  above  the  fpbere  and  a- 
bUity  of  improved  nature,  as  here  it  ads  and  moves  agatnft  the 
ftream  and  current  of  ocMrropted  nature  :  for  how  wooderfal  aad 
faperaaiural  an  adventure  is  that,  which  the  foni  makes  lathe 
day  that  it  comes  to  Jefus  Chrift. 

Surely,  for  any  poor  foul  to  venture  itfdf  for  ever  uporx  Jefus 
Chrifl,  whom  it  never  faw,  nay,  upon  Chrift,  whofe  very  ex- 
iftence,  its  own  unbelief  caiis'in  quefiien  whether  he  be  or  do: 
and  that  when  it  is  eVtn  weighed  down  to  the  dnft,  with  the  bur* 
.denfome  fenfe  of  its  own  vilenefs  and  total  unworthtnefs,  feel- 
ing nothing  in  itfelf  but  fin  and  mifery,  the  workings  of  deatli 
and  fears  of  wrath :  to  go  to  Chrifl,  of  whofe  p^doniog  grace 
apd  mercy  it  never  had  any  the  leaft  experience,  nor  can  find  any 
ground  of  hope  in  itielf  that  it  (hall  be  accepted ;  this  is  as  much 
above  the  power  of  nature,  as  it  is  for  a  ftone  to  rife  from  the 
earth,  and  fix  itfelf  among  the  ftars.     Well  might  the  apoftle  a- 
fcribe  it  to  that  almighty  Power  which  raifed  up  Chrifi  from  the 
dead,  Eph.  i.  19,  20.     If  the  Lord  draw  not  the  foul,  and  that 
omnipotently,  it  can  never  come  from  itfelf  to  Chrifl.    And  yet 
farther. 

Thirdly^  The  natural  impoffibility  of  coming  to  Chrift,  will 
more  clearly  appear,  if  we  confider  the  enemies  to  faith ;  or  what 
l^locks  are  rolled  t>y  Satan  and  his  inftruments,  into  the  way 
to  Chrid :  to  mention,  in  this  place,  no  more  bdt  our  own  car- 
nal reafon,jis  it  is  armed  and  mana^d  by  the  fubtilty  of  Satao, 
what  a  wonder  is  it  that  any  fbul  ihould  come  to  Chrift  ? 
,  Thefe  arc  the  Aroog  holds,  (mentioned  a  Cor.  x.  4  )  out  of 
which  tbofe  objeftions,  fears,  and  difcouragements  fally,  by 
which  the  foul  is  fiercely  afiaulted  in  the  way  to  Chrift. 

Wilt  thou  forfakeall  thy  pleafures,  merry  company,  and  fen- 
fiblc  comforts,  to  live  a  fad,  retired,  pcnfive  life  ?  Wilt  thou  beg- 
gar and  undo  thyfelf,  let  go  all  thy  comforts  in  hand,  for  an  hope 
of  that  which  thine  eyes  never  faw,  lior  haft  thou  any  certainty 
that  it  is  any  more  than  a  fancy  ?  Wilt  tl?ou  that  haft  lived  in 
reputation  and  credit  all  thy  life,  now  become  the  fcorn  and 
contempt  of  the  wo/ld  ?  Thinkeft  thou  thyfelf  able  to  livefucb 
81  ftrift,  fevere,  mortified,  and  felf-denying  a  life,  as  the  word  of 
Qod  requires  ?  And  what  if  perfecution  (hould  ariie,  (as  thou 
mayeft  expedl  ic  will),  canft  thou  forfake  father  and  mother, 
\^ite  and  children,  yea,  and  give  up  thine  own  lifetoo,  to  a  cruel 
and  bloody  death  I  be  advifed  better,  before  thou  reiblve  in  b. 
ioypo^tant  a  matter.  What  thinkeft  thou  ;of  thy  fprefatbetSv 
that  lived  and  died  in  that  way  thou  art  now  living^  Art  tho» 
wifer  than  they  ?  Po  not  the  g^oer^fity  of  QeA  wa&  m  the  iiA% 
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paths  thou  hall  hitherto  walked  in  i  If  this  way  lead  to  hell,  a^ 
thou  fearefl  it  may,  think  then  how  many  millions. of  men  muft 
perlfh  as  well  as  thyfclf ;  and  is  fuch  a  fuppofition  confiftent 
v^ith  the  gracious  and  merciful  nature  of  God  ^  Befides,  think 
what  fort  of  people  thofe  are,  unto  whom  thou  art  about  to  joia 
thyfelf  iQ  this  new  way  ?  ^re  there  not  to  be  found  among  them 
maay  things  to  difcourage  thee,  and  cool  thy  zeal  ?  They  are  ge- 
nerally of  the  lower  and  bafer  fort  of  men,  poor  and  deijpicitble : 
Seed  thou  not,  though  their  profefTion  be  holy,  bow  earthly^ 
carnal,  proud,  faftious,  and  hypocritical,  many  of  them  are  found 
to  be  1  And  doubtlefs,  the  reft  are  like  them,  though  their  hy- 
pocrify  be  not  yet  difcovered. 

0  what  ftands  and  demurs  ?  what  h^fitatioU'S  and  doubts,  is 
the  foul  clogged  with  in  its  way  to  ChriA  !  But  yet  none  of 
thefe  can  withhold  and  detain  the  foul,  when  the  Father  draws  ; 
Greater,  then,  is  he  that  is  in  us,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world. 
And  thus  you  fee  the  nature,  manner,  and  efficacy  of  divine 
drawings,  and  how  impoiTibie  it  is  for  any  foul  to  come  to  Chrift 
without  them. 
The  inferences  and  improvements  of  the  point  follow. 
Infer,  i.  How  deeply  and  thoroughly  is  the  nature  if  man  cor^ 
ruptedy  and  what  an  enemy  is  every  man  to  his  own  hafp'mefs^ 
that  he  muft  be  drawn  to  it?  John  v.  40.  *•  You  will  not  come 
"  onto  roe,   that  ye  might  have  life." 

Life  is  defireable  in  every  man*s  eyes,  and  eternal  is  the  moft 
excellent  life ;  yet,  in  this,  the  world  is  rather  agreed  to  die  and 
peri/h  for  ever,  than  come  to  Chrift  for  life.  ^  Had  Chrift  told  . 
us  of  fields  and  vineyards,  {heep  and  oxen,  gold  and  fiiver,  hon- 
ours and  fcnfual  pleafures,  who  would  not  have  come  to  him  for 
thefe?  But  to  tell  of  mortification,  felf^denial,  ftriftnefs  of  life, 
andfulFerings  for  his  fake,  and  all  this  for  an  happinefs  to  be  en- 
joyed in  the  world  to  come,  nature  will  never  like  fuch  a  propo- 
iition  as  this. 

You  fee  where,  it  flicks,  not  in  afimple  inability  to  believe, 

but  in  an  inability  complicated  with  enmity ;  they  neither  caa 

come,  nor  will  come  to  Chrifl  :  It  is  true,  all  that  do  come  to 

I  Chrift,  come  willingly ;  but  thanks  be  to  the  grace  of  God,  that 

hath  freed  and  perfuaded  the  will,  elfe  ihey.had  never  been  wil- 

I  ling  to  come  :  Who  ever  found  his  own  heart  firft  ftir  and  move 

i  towards  Chrifl  ?  How  long  may  we  wait  and  exptft,  before  we 

i  ^\  feel  buv  hearts  naturally  burn  mih  defires  after,  and  love 

;  to Jefus  Chrift? 

This  averfioQ  of  the  will  and  afFcdlons  from  God^  is  one  of 
Vol.  II.        '  a  a 

t  I 
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the  mala  roots  of  original  fm.  No  argament  caa  prevul  to 
biiog  the  Ibul  to  Chritt,  till  this  be  maltcred  and  oveipowertd 
by  the  Father's  drawing.  In  our  motions  to  fin,  wti  need  re- 
draining,  but  in'  all  our  motions  to  Chrift,  wc/as  much  need 
drawing.  He  that  comes  to  heaven  may  fay,  Lord,  if  i  hadhad 
my  own  way  and  will,  \  had  never  come  here  ;  if  thou  hadft 
cot  drawn  me,  I  flioUld  never  have  come  to  thee.  0  thericbes 
of  the  grace  of  God  I  Oh  unparalleled  mercy  and  goodocfs !  not 
only  to  prepare  fuch  a  glory  as  this  for  an  unworthy  foUl,  but 
to  put  forth  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  thy  power,  afterwards' 
tQ  draw  an  unwilling  foul  to  the  enjoyment  of  it. 

Infer.  2.  IVbat  enemies  are  they  to  God^  and  the  fouls  $ffMn, 
that  do  all  they  can  to  difcourage  and  hinder  the  converfm  (f 
men  to  Chrifk?  God  draws  forward,  and  thefe  do  all  that  in 
them  lies  to  draw  backward^  (i.  c.)  >to  prejudice  and  difcourage 
them  from  coming  to  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  way  of  faith :  this  ii* 
dire^  oppofition  ts  God,  and  a  plain  confederacy  with  the  devH^  . 
O,  how  many  have  been  thus  difcouraged  in  their  way  to 
Chrift,  by  their  carnal  relations,  I  cannot  fay  friends!  Tbtir 
greatclV enemies  have  been  the  men  of  their  owit  ho9fe.  Thefe 
have  pleaded  (as  if  the  dtvil  had  hired  and  fee'd  them)  agaiftft 
.the  evcrlatting  welfare  of  their  own  liefti.  O  cruel  parcnti, 
brethren,  and  fillers,  that  jeer,  frown,  and  threaten,  where  ibc]f 
fhould  encourage,  alTift,  and  rejoice  !  Such  parents  are  thede- 
Yil*s  children.     Satan  chufts  fuch  inflruments  as  you  are,  above 

.  all  others,  for  this  work  :  he  knows  what  influcDce  and  autho 
'rity  yoahave  upon  them,  and  over  them;  and  what  fear,  lo^i 
and  dependance,  they  have  for  you,  and  upon  you ;  fo  that 
none  in  ail  the  world  are  like  to  manage  the  defiga  of  their  dam- 
nation  fo  effc<fluaily,  as  you  are  like  to  do. 

Will  you  neither  come  to  Chrift  yourfclves,  nor  fufFtr  yoor 
dear  relations  that  would  ?  Had  you  rather  find  them  in  the  ale- 
houfe,  than  in  the  clofet  ?  Did  youinftrumeniaHy  give  thcffl 
their  being,  and  will  you  be  the  inftruffients  of  ruining  forcvei 
thofe  beings  they  had  from  you  ?  Did  you  fo  earneflly  defjn 
children,  fo  tenderly  nurfe  and  provide  for  them  5  take  iuchde 
light  in  them  ;  and,  after  all  this,  do  what  in  you  He5  to  dacii 
and  deftfoy  them ;  If  thefe  lipits  ftiail  fall  into  any  ilich  hawfe 
O  that  God  would  fet  home  the  conviftion,  and  /c-cle  of  tbi 
horrid  evil  upon  their  hearts. 

And  no  iefs  guilty  of  this  fin  are  fcandaious  anti  loofe  prt 
fefTors,  who  ferve  to  furnifli  the  devil  with  the  ^reateft  argK 
ments  He  hath  to  diffuade  men  from  coming  to  Chrift:  it 
your  loofcacfs,  and  hypocriiy,  by  which  he  hopes  to  fcareoibe 
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fromCbrift*    It  is  faiid,  Cant.  ii.  7.  **  I  chargc7oa:hy  the  rots? 

"  MiA  hinds  of  the  field,  that  ye  ilk  not  up,  nor  awake  iny  be- 

**  loved  till  he  plcafe," 
Roes  and  hinds,  like  young  converts  and  comers  towards 

Chrift,  arc  ihy  and  timerous  creatures,  that  ftart  at  the  lead 

foand,  or  yelp  of  a  dog,  and  fly  away.     Talve  heed  wbut  you 

do  k  this  cafe,  left  you  go  down  to  hell  under  the  guilt  of 

^mnmg  mpre  ibuis  than  your  own. 

Iflfcr.  3.  Learn  hence,  the  true  ground  and  reafon  of  thqfe 
firange^  amazing,  and /uper natural  effects,  that  you  behold,  and 
fi  admire  in  the  world,  aj  often  as  you  f^e  finnen  forjaking  their 
pl^fantt  pro/itabU  cftrruptionSy  and  companions ^  and  embracing 

tM  ways  ifChrifi,  godlinefs^  and  mortification. 
It  is  faid,   1  Pet.  iv.  4.  **  They  think  it   flrange,  that  you 

"run  not  with  them  into  the  fame  excefs  of  riot  ;**  The  word 
i$,p  « |>fi^9yr«<,  they  ftaad  at  a  ga^^e,  as  the  hen  that  hath  hatch- 
partridge  eggs  dothy  when  (he  fees  them  take  the  wing  and  ily 
away  from  her.    .       . 

Beloved,  it  js  the  world's  wonder  to  fee  their  companions  ia 
fm  forfake  them  ;  thofe  that  were  once  as  prophane,  and  vairi 
as  themfelves,  it  may  be  more,  to  forfake  their  focicty,  retire 
ioio  their  clofets,  mourn  for  iln,  fpend  their  time  in  meditation 
aod  pcayer,  embrace  the  fevereft  duties,  and  content  to  run  the 
greateft  hazard  in  the  world  for  Chrift;  but  they  fee  not  that 
aiou^bty  power  that  draws  them,  which  is  too  ftrong  for  all 
Hhe  fiaful  ties  and  engs^^mefits  in  the  world  to  withhold  and 
detain  .them.  \ 

A  man  would  have  wondered  to  £be  Eliiba.  leave  the  oxen,  and 
raa  after  Elijah,  faying,  "  Let  n^e  go,  I  pray  thee,  and  kiis 
"  mv  father  and  mother,  and  then  I  will  follow  thee  ;'*  when 
Elijath  had  faid  nothing  to  perfuade  him  to  follow  him,  only, 
ftst^  pafTed  by  him,  he  caQ  his  mantle  on  him,  1  Kings  x.  19, 
2o«  Surely  that  foul  whom  God  draws,  muft  needs  leave  all 
wjd  follow  Chrift,  for  the  power  of  God  refttth  on  it,  AH 
carnal  ties  and  eng^ements  to  fin^  break  and  give  way,  when 
the  father  draws  the  foul  to  Chrilk  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

Infer.  4.  //  this ' the firftfprmg  of  fpiritual motion  after  Chrifl  9 
li^rn  then  from  hence,,  how  it  comes  to  pajs  that  fomany  excel- 
^nt  fermons y  and  powerful perfuafions  are  ineffc^ual,  and  cannot 
^f^  and  win  one  foul  to  Chrift,  Surely  it  is  becaufe  minijien 
draw  atone  ;  and  the  fpecial  faving  power  of  Cod  goes  not  for  th^ 
^  all  time}  alike,  with  their  endeavours.  • 

Paul  was  a  chofcQ  veflel,  filled  with  a  greater  me^furc  of  gi(t^ 
4  a  a 
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'  iand  graces  by  the  Spirit,  than  any  that  went  before  him,  or  foU 
lowed  after  him ;  and,  as  his  talents,  fo  his  diligence  in  impro- 
▼ii|g  them,  wa3  beyood  any  recorded  example  we  read  of  a- 
mongft  men ;  •*  He  rather  flew  like  a  feraphim,  than  travelled 
**  upon  his  maker's  errand  about  tKe  world*."    ApoUos  was  an 
eloquent  preacher,  and  mighty  in  the  fcriptnres,  yet  Paul  is     i 
••  nothing,   and  Apollos  noihng ;  but  God  that  gives  the  in- 
'*  creafe,"  i  Cor.  iii,  7.     We  are  too  apt  to  admire  men,  yea, 
and  the  beft  are  but  too  apt  to  go  forth  in  the  Drength  of  their 
own  parts  and  preparations ;  but  God  fecures  his  own  gloryi 
and  magnifies  bis  own  power,  frequently,  in  giving  fuccefs  to 
"weaker  endeavours,  aod  men  of  lower  abilities,  \<rhen  he  with- 
holds it  frc»n  men  of  more  raifed,  refined,  and  excellent  gifts  and 
abilities. 

It  is  our  great  honour,  who  are  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
that  we  are  wwgypot,  workers  together  with  Cod,  i  Cor.  iii.  9.  io 
Us  firength  we  can  prevail;  "the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are 
*'  mighty  through  God,"  2  Cor.  x.  4.  But  if  his  prefence, 
bleffing,  and  aiEftancc,  be  not  with  us,^  w^  are  nothing,  we  can 
do  nothing. 

If  we  prepare  diligently,  pray  heartily,  preach  zealoufly,  and 
our  hearers  go  as  they  came,  without  any  fpiritual  eiFe^s  and 
fruits  of  our  labours,  what  (hall  we  fay,  but  as  Martha  faid  to 
Chrift,  "  Lord,  if  thou  hadft  been  here,  my  brother  had  not 
•'  died  :"  Had  the  Spirit  of  God  gone  forth  with  his  efpecial 
efficacy  and  ble/Tlng,  with  this  prayer,  or  that  fermon,  thefo 
fouls  had  not  departed  dead,  and  fenfelefs  from  under  it. 

Infer.  5.  Doth  all  fuccefs  and  efficacy  depend  upon  the  Faiher^s 
drawings  F  Let  none  then  defpair  of  their  unregenerate^  aiA 
carnal  relations^  ever  whofe  obftinacy  they  do,  and  have  catife  id 
m&urn. 

What,  if  they  have  been  as  many  years  under  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  as  the  poor  man  lay  at  the  pool  of  Betbefda,  and 
hitherto  to  no  purpofe  ?  A  time  may  come  at  laft,  (as  it  did  for 
him)  when  the  Spirit  of,  God  may  move  upon  the  waters ;  I 
mean  put  a  quickening  and  converting  power  into  the  means, 
*nd  then  the  defire  of  your  fouls  for  them  ihall  be  fulfilled. 

It  may  be,  you  have  poured  out  many  prayers,  and  tears  to 
the  Lord  for  them  ;  you  have  cried  for  them  as  Abraham  for 
his  fon,  **  O  that  lihmael  might  livel)efore  thee  !"  O  that  this 
poorhufband,  wife,  child,  brother,  prfifter,  might  live  id  thy 
light ;  and  flill  you  fee  them  continue  carnal,  dead,  and  fenfe* 

^  fi$  wrnifoi  rif  ptKHfitfnrtt  )mn  ot^  «^M^ros  ^m^«/^.     ChryfoJft^ 
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fc/s :  Well,  bnt  yet  give  not  up  your  hopes,  nor  ccafe  your  pi- 
ous endeavours,  the  time  may  come  when  the  Father  may  draw 
as  well  as  you,  and  then  you  fhaU  fee  them  quit  all,  and  come 
to  ChrilV ;  and  nothing  (liall  hinder  them.  They  are  now  drawn 
away  of  their  own  lults ;  they  are  eafily  drawn  away  by  their 
iivh\  companions  ;  but  when  God  draws,  none  of  thefe  (hall 
wirhdraw  them  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  What  is  their  igno- 
raace,  obftinacy,  and  hardnefs  ot' heart,  before  that  mighty  pow« 
er  that*  fubducs  all  things  to  itfcif  ?  Go  therefore  to  the  Lord» 
byprayfer,  for  them,  and  fay,  Lord,  I  have  laboured  for  my  poor 
reladoQs  in  vain,  1  have  fpent  my  exhortations  to  little  purpofe ; 
the  work  is  too  difficult  for  me,  can  I  carry  it  no  farther,  but 
\    thoo  canft :    O  let  thy  power  go  forth  ;  they  fiiall  be  willing 

day  of  thy  power. 
\  Infer  6.  If  none  can  come  to  Chrifi^  except  the  Father  draw 
I  them,  then  furely  none  can  be  drawn  from  Chrift  except  the 
j  Father  leave  them :  That  power  which  at  Jirft  drew  them  to 
'  Chrift,  can  fecure  and  ejiablijb  them  in  Chryi  to  the  end^  John 
I  X.  2p.  **  My  Father  which  gave  them  me  is  greater  than 
'-  **  ail,  and  no  man  is  able  to  pluck  them  put  of  my  Father's 
i    "hand." 

j  When  the  power  of  God  at  firft  draws  us  out  of  our  natural 
I  Kate  to  Chrift,  it  finds  us  not  only  impotent,  but  obftinate,  not 
(  boly  unable,  but  unwilling  to  come;'  and  yet  this  pow6rof  God 
I  prevails  againft  all  oppofition  :  How  much  more  is  it  able  to  pre* 
I  ferve  and  fecure  us,  when  his  fear  is  put  into  our  inward  parts, 
\  fothat  we  dare  not  depart,  we  have  no  will  to  depart  from  him  I 
\  Well  then,  if  the  world  fay,  I  will  enfnare  thee ;  if  the  devil  fay, 
[  1  will  deftroy  thee ;  if  the  fleih  fay  I  will  betray  thee  ;  yet  thou 
I  iirt  fecure  andfafe,  as  long  as  God  hath  faid,  <*  1  will  never  leave 
:    '*  thee  nor  forfake  thee,"  Heb.  xiii.  5. 

Infer.  7.  Let  this  engage  you  to  a  conjlant  attendance  vpon  the 
^rdinancer  of  Cod,  in  which  this  drawing  power  0/ God  is  fometimet 
flit  forth  upon  thf  hearts  of  men. 

Beloved,  there  are  certain  feafons  in  which  the  Lord  corner 
nigh  to  men  in  the  ordinances  and  duties  of  hiswor(hip*,  and 
Ve  know  not  at  what  time  the  Lord  cometh  forth  by  his  Spirit 
npon  this  defign :  he  many  times  comes  in  an  hour  when  we 
think  not  of  him  5  '*  I  am  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not," 
Ifa.  Ixv.  1.  It  is  good  therefore,  to  be  found  in  the  way  of  the 
Spirit :  Had  that  poor  man,  that  lay  fo  long  at  the  pool  of 
Bethefda,  rea^foned  thus  with  himfelf,  So  long  have  I  lain  here 
io  vain  expe^ing  a  cure,  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  wait  longer,  aud 
b  bad  b^abfent  sit  that  very  time  when  the  angel  came  down. 
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he  had,  lo  all  likelihood,  carried  his  difcafe  to  the  grave  with  him. 

How  doft  thou  know  but  this  vcry/ahbath,  this  fermoo,lW$ 
prater,  which  thou  hafl  no  heart  to  attend,  and  are  tempted  to 
Begie£^,  may  be  the  feafon,  and  in(lriiment  wherein,  and  by 
which,  the  Lord  tnay  do  that  for  thy  foul,  which  was  never 
done  before  ? 

infer.  8.  To  conclude,  Hmv  are  all  the  faints  engaged  to  put  fwih 
sll  the  power  and  ability  they  have  f$r  Gad,  who  hath  put  farth 
his  infinite  almighty  power  to  draw  them  to  Chrift  / 

God  hath  done  great  things  for  your  fouls ;  he  hath  drawn 
JOQ  out  of  the  miierabie  ihte  ot  (in  and  wrath  ;  and  that  wbea 
he  let  others  go,  by  nature  as  good  as  you,  he  hath  drawn  you 
into  union  with  Chrift,  and  communion  with  his  glorious  privi* 
vileges.  O  that  you  would  henceforth  employ  all  the  power  yon 
have,  for  God,  in  the  duties  of  obedience,  and  in  drawing  others 
to  Chrift,  as  much  as  in  you  lies,  and  fay  continuaUy  with  the 
Church,  '*Drawnae,  we  will  run  after  thee,"  Cant.  i.  4, 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrift. 

S    E    R    M    Q    N.      V. 

Opening  the  Work  of  the  Spirit  more  particularly,  by 
which  the  Soul  is  enabled  to  apply  Chrcst. 

Eph.  ii.  I.  yfndyou  hath  he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trefpajftl 
andjins. 

TN  the  former  ferraons  we  bare  feed  our  union  with  Chrift  ia 
•*■  the  general  nature  of  it,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  cf- 
fefted,  both  external,  by  the  preaching  cf  the  gofpel,  and  w- 
ternal,  by  the  drawing  of  the  Father.  We  arc  nowtobriflg 
our  thoughts  yet  cloicr  to  this  great  myftcry,  and  confider  the 
bnnds,  by  which  Chrift  and  believers  are  knit  together  in  a  blcf- 
fed  union. 

And  if  we  hcedfully  obferve  the  fcripture-exprcffioos,  and 
ponder"  the  nature  of  this  union,  we  ftiall  find  there  arc  two 
bands  which  knit  Chrift  and  the  (bul  together,  viz, 

1.  The  Spirit  on  Chrift's  part. 

2.  Faith  on  our  part. 

The  Spirit  on  Chrift's  part,  quickening  ns  with  fpiritual  life, 
whereby  Chrift  firft  takes  hold  of  us,  and  faith  on  our  part, 
when  thus  ijuickcncd^  whereby  we  take  hold  of  Chrift  :  Accor* 
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(JiBgly,  this  onion  with  the  Lord  Jcfus,  is  expreflcd  in  (crip- 
t«re,  fooietimes  by  one«  and  fometioies  by  the  other  of  thel'e 
means  or  baads,  by  which  it  is  efFcfted.  Chrift  is  fometimes 
laid  10  be  ia  us ;  lb  Col  i.  27.  **  Chrift  is  in  you  the  hope  of 
"  glory."  And  Rom.  viii.  10.  **  And  if  Chrift  be  in  you,  the 
«  body  is  dead  becaofe  of  fin."  And  other  times  it  is  expreflcd 
by  ihe  other  band  on  our  part,  as  i  John  y.  20.  **  We  ire  in 
**  iiim  that  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus."  And  2  Cor. 
V.  17.  "  If  any  man  be  in  ChriO,  he  is  a  new  creature. 

The  difference  betwixt  both  thefe,  is  thus  aptly  expreflcd  by 
a  late  author  *•  "  Chrill  is  in  beleivers  by  his  Spirit^  i  John 
•*  IT.  13.  The  believer  is  in  Chrift  by /(jiM,  John  i.  12.  Chrill 
"  is  in  the  believer  by  inhabit  at  ion  ^  Rom.  iii.  17.  The  belie  vir 
**  is  in  Chrift  by  implantatiwy  Rom.  vi.  35,  Chrift  is  in  the 
"  believer  as  the  head  is  in  the  body,  Col.  i.  18.  As  the  root 
"  in  the  branches,  John  xv.  5.  Believers  are  in  Chrift  as  the 
"  member^  are  in  the  head,  £ph.  i.  23.  Or  as  the  branches 
"  are  in  the  root,  John  xv.  i ,  7.  Chrift  in  the  believer,  im- 
"  plicth  life,  and  influence  from  Chrift,  CoK  iii.  4.  The  be- 
^  liever^  impiieth  crnimunion,  znd  feifcnvflnp  with  Chrift,  i  Cor. 
"  i.  30.  When  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  in  the  believer,  we  are  to 
"  underftand  it  in  reference  to  fan6fification.  When  the  bc- 
"  liever  is  laid  to  be  in  Chrift,  it  is  in  order  to  juftification." 

•  Thus  we  apprehend,  being  ourfelves  firft  apprehended  by  Je- 
fos  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  12.  We  cannot  take  hold  of  Chrift,  till 
firft  he  take  hold  of  us  ;  no  vital  aft.of  faith  can  be  exercifed 
till  a  vital  principle  be  firft  infpired  :  Of  both  thefe  bands  of  un- 
ioa  wc  mtlft  fpcak  diftin^tly  ;  and  firft  of  **  Chrift  quickening 
"  us  by  his  Spirit,  in  order  to  our  union  with  him,**  of  which 
we  have  an  account  in  the  fcripiure  before  us,  •*  You  hath  he 
'*  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trcfpaflts  and  fins  :**  In  which 
Words  we  find  thefe  two  things  noted,  viz, 

1.  The  infufion  of  a  vital  principle  of  grace. 

2.  Ihe  total  indifpolednefs  of  the  fubje^t  by  nature. 

Firft ^  The  infufion  , of  a  vital  principle  of  grace,  Touhath 
he  quickened.  Thefe  words  [hath  he  quickened^  are  a  fupplc- 
meat  made  to  clear  the  fenfe  of  the  apoftle,  which  elfe  would 
have  been  more  obfcure,  by  reafon  of  that  long  parenthefis  be- 
twixt the  firft  and  fifth  verfes,   *•  for  as  the  f  learned  obfcrvc 

♦  Mount  Pifgah .  p.  22,  23. 

*  t  lilud  UU4K  regit ur  a  evy6^M>Tot9nn,  v.  ^*  ejl  igitur  hoc  loco  et 
bypcrbaton  itfynchyfu  et  •t?r«w3rn  r««  ;rff  <6?tf,  qua  eft  Jpecies  tn  «- 
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**  this  word  y,e^s,  you,  is  governed  of  the  verb  (rvyi5«i9raftj<n,  hath 
"  he  quickened^  Hjer.  5.     So  that  here  the  words  are  traafpofed 
•*  from  the  plain  gt^moiatical  order,  by  reafon  of  the  iuierjec- 
"  tion  of  a  long  fent^nce,   therefore,  with  good  warrant  out 
**  tranflaiors  have  pat  the  verb  into  the  firft  vcrfe,  which  is  re- 
•*  peated  ver.  5.  and  fo  keeping  faithfully  to  the  fcope,.  haveex- 
"  ccllently  cleared  the  fyatax  and  order  of  the  words."    Now. 
this  verb  o-vi^tatvuviTif  hath  he  quickened^  imports  the  firft  vital 
aft  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  his  firft  enlivening  work  upoQ  the 
foal,  in  order  to  its  union  with  Jefus  Chrift  :  For  look,  as  the 
blood  of  Chrift  is  the  fountain  of  all  merit,  fo  the  fpirit  of  Chrift 
is  the  fountain  of  all  fpirituai  life :  And  until  he  quicken  us,  (u 
e,)  infufe  the  principle  of  the  divine  life  into  our  fouls,  we  aa 
put  forth  no  hand,  or  vital  aft  of  faith,  to  lay  hold  upon  jefas 
Chrift. 

This  his  quickening  work,  is  therefore  the  firft  in  order  of 
nature  to  our  union  with  Chrift,  and  fundamental  to  all  other 
afts  of  grace  done,  and  performed  by  us,  from  our  firft  clofing 
with  Chrift,  throughout  the  whole  cpurfe  of  our  obedience : 
and  this  quickening  aft  is  faid,  ver.  5.  to  be  together  with  Chrift: 
Either  noting  (as  feme  expound  it)  that  it  is  the  effeft  of  the 
fame  power  by  which  Chrift  was  raifed  from  the  dead,  accor- 
ding to  Eph.  i.  19.'  or  rather, to  be  quickened  together  with  Chrift, 
notes  that  hew  fpirituai  life  which  is  infuftd  into  our.  dead  fouls 
in  the  time  of  Our  union  with  Chrift :  **  For  it  is  Chrift  to 
**  whom  we  are  conjoined  and  united  in  our  regeneration,  out  of 
*'  whom,  as  a  fountain,  all  fpirituai  benefits  flow  to  us,  among 
"  which,  thi»  virification  or  quickening  is  one,  *  ^d  a  moft 
♦*  fwect  and  precious  one.** 

Zanchy,  Bodius,  and  many  others  will  have  this  quickening 
to  comprize,  both  our  juftification  and  regeneration,  and  to 
ftand  oppofed  both  to  eternal  £Lnd  fpirituai  de^th,  and  it  may 
well  be  allowed  ;  but  it  moft  properly  imports  our  regeneration, 
wherein  the  Spirit,  in  an  ineffable  and  myfterious  way,  makes 
the  foul  to  live  to  God,  yea,  to  live  the  life  of  God,  which  foul 
was  before  dead  in  tre/pajfes  andfmsx  In  which  words  we 
have. 

Secondly ^  In  the  next  place,  the  total  indifpofcdnels  of  the 

jftfKr«9ro&T»,  cujtu  quidem  anomali^  caufa  eft  isrs/itCoAi}  interjeSi9 
(ententia  prolixioris*.    Pifcator.  Pool's  Synop.  , 

*  ^x  Chrijio  €onjunii9  nohifcurn^  ut  capife  cum  membris,  pro" 
Jluunt  in  nos  omnia  heneficia^  In  quorum  nimera  eji  vivijicatioi, 
Rolloc.  in  Loc. 
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fabjefts  by  nature :  For,  as  it  is  well  noted  by  a  i  learned  tnan, 

"  the  apoftledoth  not  fay  of  thefe  Ephefians  that  they  were  half 

"  dead,  or  fick,  and  infirm,  bat  dead  wholly ;  altogether  dead^ 

"  deftitute  of  any  faculty  or  ability,  fo  much  as  to  think  ooa 

*•  good  thought,  or  perform  one  good  aft."    You  were  dead 

m  Tcfpe&  of  condemnatiGn^  being  under  the  damnittg  fentence 

of  the  law,  and  you  are  dead  in  refpeft  of  the  privation  of  fpi- 

ritual  life;  dead  inoppofldon  to  jiifliHcation,  and  dead  inoppo* 

firiba  CO  regeneration  and  fanftihcation  :  And  the  fatal  inAru* 

ment  by  which  their  fouls  died  is  here  (hewed  them ;  you  were 

dead  in,  or  by  trefpajfes  ^n^fins  ;  this  was  the  fword  that  killed 

your  fouls,  and  cut  them  off  from  God.     Some  do  curioafly 

diftinguifh  betwixt  trefpaffes  and  fms,   as    if  one  pointed   ac 

original^   the  other  at  a3ual  fins;  but  I  fuppofe  they. arc  pro- 

railciioufly  nfed  here,  and  ferve  to  cxprefs  the  caufe  of  their 

ruin,  or  means  of  their  fpiritual  death  and  deArudtion  i.  this  was 

their  cafe  when  Chrift  came  to  quicken  them,  dead  in  Jin,  and 

being  fo,  they  could  not  move  themfelves  towards  union  with 

Chrift,  but  as  they  were  moved   by  the  quickening  Spirit  of 

God.    IJence  the  obfervation  will  be  this, 

Doft.  That  thofe  fouls  which  have  union  ivith  Chrifl^  are  quick" 
en^  with  a  fupernatural  principle  of  life  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  order  thereunto* 

The  Spirit  of  God  is  not  only  a  living  Spirit,  formally  con* 
Cdered  ;  but  he  is  alfo  the  Spirit  9!  life,  effeBively  or  cafuaily 
confidered  :  And  without  his  breathing,  or  infufing  life  into 
our  fouls,  our  union  with  Chrift  is  impoifible. 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  learned  H  Camero,  "  that  there  muft 
'*  be  an  unition  before  there  can  be  an  union  with  Chrift.  Unir 
**  tion  is  to  be  conceived  efficiently  as  the  work  of  God*s  Spirit, 
"  joining  the  believer  to  Chrift,  and  union  is  to  be  conceived 
*•  formally,  the  joining  itfelf  of  the  perfons  together  V*  Wc 
clofe  with  Chrift  by  faith,  but  that  faith  being  a  vital  a6t,  pre* 

X  ^o'rt  vocat  hie  fefnitnorfups  aut  aegrotos  ae  infirmosy  fedpror^ 
fus  tportuoSf  omni  facultate  bene  cogitandi  aut  agendi  dejiitutu 
R.0II0C.  in  Log. 

\  Obfervandum  eji  unionem  et  unitionem  inter  fe  differ e :  unto 
eft  rerum  a^us^  qui  forfna  raiionevi  habety  nempe  aflus  rerum  »• 
miarum  )iua  unita  funt :  unttio  autein  adus  Jignificat  caufa  efi* 
cientisy  &c.     Camero  de  Ecclef.  p.  222. 

VoL.fl.  .     '  B  b 
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fuppofes  a  principle  of  life  commanicated  to  us  by  the  Spirit; 
therefore  ifr^s  faid,  Joha  xi.  26.    **  Whofoever  liveth  and  be- 
•*  Iteveth  in  me,  (hall  never  die :"  The  vital  aft  andoperatiofl 
of  faith  fprings  from  this  quickening  Spirit:  So  in  Rom.  viiL     | 
t,  2.  The  apoftle,  having  in  the  firft  verfe  opened  thebleffed     j 
€lUte  of  them  that  are  in  Chrift,  (hews  us,  in  the  fecond  verfe, 
bow  we  come  to  be  in  him  :  "  The  Spirit  of  life  (faith  he)  whidi     | 
'*  is  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and    ; 
«  death." 

There  is  indeed  a  quickening  work  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
Juhfequent  to  regeneration,  confilling  in  bis  exciting,  recov^rmg, 
and  aftuating  of  his  own  graces  in  us:  and  from  hence  H^^    ] 
hvelinefs  of  a  Chriflian  ;  and  there  is  a  quickening  aft  of  Itbe    | 
Spirit  in  our  regeneration^  and  from  hence  is  the  fpiritual  life  of 
a  Chriflian ;  of  this  I  am  here  to  fpeak,  and,  that  I   may  fpeak    | 
profitably  to  this  point,  I  will  in  the  doftrinal  part  labour  to  opea 
thefe  five  particulars. 

Firft,  What  this  fpiritual  life  is  in  its  nature,  and  properties. 
'  Secondly, ^n  what  manner  it  is  wrought  or  infpired  into  the  foul. 

Thirdly,  For  what  end,  or  with  what  defign,  this  life  is  fo  iQ- 
fpired. 

Fourthly,  I  (hall  (hew  this  work  to  be  wholly  fupernaturaJ. 
.   And  then,  Fifthly,  Why  this  quickening  muft  be  antecedent   \ 
to  our  aft ual  clofing  with  Chrift  by  faith. 

Firft,  We  (hall  enquire  into  the  nature  and  properties  of  this 
life,  and  difcover  (as  we  are  able)  what  it  is.  And  we  find  it  to 
€on(]fl  in  that  wonderful  change  which  the  Spirit  (f  God  makes 
upon  the  frame  and  temper  of  the  foul,  by  his  infufing  or  implanting 
the  principles  of  grace  in  all  the  powers  and  faculties  thereof, 

A  change  it  makes  upon  the  foul,  and  that  a  marvellous  one, 
no  lefs  than  from  death  to  life ;  for  though  a  man  be  phyfically  > 
a  living  man  (i.  e,)  his  natural  foul  hath  union  with  his  body, 
7et  bis  foul  having  nd  union  with  Chrift,  he  v&  theologically  a  dead 
man,  Luke  XV.  24.  and  Col.  ii.  13.  Alas,  it  defervcs  not  the 
name  of  life,  to  have  a  foul  ferving  only  to  feafon,  aod  preferve 
the  body  a  little  while  from  corruption :  To  carry  k  up  and 
down  the  world,  and  only  enable  it  to  eat  and  drin^k,  and  ti^k, 
-and  laugh,  and  then  die  :  Then  do  we  begin  to  live,  when  we 
begin  ta  have- union  with  Chrift  the  fountain  of  life,  by  his  Spi- 
rit communicated  to  ns :  From  this  time  we  are  lo  reckon  our 
life  *  as  fome  have  done:  There  ^wanyjcbaagesaiade  upon 

*  Hie  jacet  Jimtlis,  cu/us  aefas  mult^rum  annorum  fkit,  iffe 
feptem  duntaxat  annos  vixit. 
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men  befides  this,  many  are  changed  from  prophaneoefi'  to  ctvh 
lity,  and  from  mere  civility  to  formality,  and  a  (hadow  of  reli*-. 
gkm,  who  fiill  remain  in  the  ftate,  and  power  of  fpiritual  death»( 
Dotwidiftaoding;  but  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  poured  out; 
Qpoaus,  to  quicken  us  with  the  new  fpiritual  life,  this  is  a  won- 
derful change  indeed :  It  gives  us  an  ejfe  fupern'aturak^  a  new. 
fopeniataral  Mng,  which  is  therefore  called  z  nevf  creatiure^, 
the  new  man,  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart :  The  natural  efience) 
and  faculties  of  the  foul  remain  Aill»  but  it  is  diveAed  of  the  old 
qoalities,  and  endued  ivith  new'  ones,  2  Cor.  v.   17.  '<  Old^ 
"  things  are  pafled  away,  behold,  all  things  are  become  new«"  • 
*     And  this  change  is  not  made  by  altering  and  redlifying  tho 
diforders  of  the.  life  only,  leaving  the  temper  and  frame  of  tha 
heart ftill  carnal;  but  by  the  intufionof  a  fupernatural  pernu* 
neot  principle  into  the  foul,  John  iv.  14.  '<  It  Ihall  be  in  him  ^ 
"  well  of  water  ;*'  principles  are  to*a  courfe  of  aAions,  as  foun<i 
tains  or  fprings  are  to  the  ftreams  and  rivers  that  flow  from  theoit' 
aod  are  maintained  by  them :  and  hence  is  the  eveanefs,  an4 
cooftancy  of  renewed  fouls  in  the  courfe  of  tiodlinefs. 

Nor  is  this  principle  or  habit  ^cjiiirrii  by.accuftoming  our- 
fdves  to  holy  anions,  as  natural  habits  are  acquired  by  frequent 
a3$,  which  beget  a  ^fpofition,  and  thence  grow  up  to  an  habit 
orfecond  nature,  but  it  isinfufed,  or  implanted  in  the  ibul  by 
the  Spirit  of  God.  So  we  read,  Ezek.  xxxvl.  25,  26.  **  Anew 
'*  heart  al(b  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  wit{im 
"  you  :*'  It  grows  not  up  out  of  our  natures,  but  is  put  or  infufed 
iatous:  as  it  is  faid  of  the  two  witnefles.  Rev.  xi«  ci.  who 
lay  dead  in  a'  cvuil  fenfe,  three  days  and  a  balf^  that  the  Jpirit 
(f^efrom  God  entered  into  them ;  fo  it  is  here  in  a  fpiritiuii 
finfe,  the  fpirit  of  life  from  God  enters  into  the  dead,  carnal 
heart :  it  is  all  by  way  of  fupernatural  infufion. 

Nor  is  it  limited  to  this,  or  that  faculty  of  the  foul,  but 
graceor  life  is  poured  into  all  the  faculties «  **  Behold  all  things 
**  are  become  new,"  2  Cor.  v.  i  j.  The  underftanding,  wiit, 
thoughts,  and  affedtions,  are  all  renewed  by  it :  the  whole  inner 
man  is  changed  ;  yea,  the  tongue  and  hand,  the  difcourfes  an4 
edions,  even  all  the  ways  an|l  eourfes  of  the  outward  man  are 
renewed  by  it.  r 

But  more  particularly,  we  (hall  difcem  the  nature  of  this 
fpiritual  life,  by  confidering  the  properties  of  it ;  among  which, 
thcfc  are  very  remarkable. 

Firjl,  The  foul  that  is  joined  to  Chrift,  is  quickened  with  a 
Hvine  life^  fo  we  read  in  2  Pet.  i.  4.  Where  believers  are  faid 
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to  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature  :  a  vei^y  high  expreffion, 
and  warily  to  be  underftood.  Partakers  of  the  divine  nature^ 
not  ejfentialfy  ;  fo,  'it  is  wholly  incommunicable  to  the  creature, 
Bor  yet  hypojaticalfy,  and  perfonally  ;  fo,  Chrtft  only  wasa 
partaker  of  it ;  but  bur  participation  of  the  divine  nature,  muft 
be  underftood  in  a  w^y  proper  to  believers ;  that  is  tofay,  wc 
partake  of  it  by  the  inhabitation  of  the  Spirit  of  God  inns,  ac- 
cording to  I  Cor.  iii.  i6,  17.  **  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the 
•»  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwclleth  in  you?'* 
The  Spirit,  who  is  God  by  nature,  dwells  in,  and  aftuatcs  the 
foul  whom  he  regenerates,  and  by  fandifying  caufes  it  to  live 
ik  divine  life :  from  this  life  of  God,  the  unfanftified  are  faid 
to  be  alienated,  Eph.  iv.  18.  but  believers  are  partakers  of  it. 

Secondfy,  And  being  divine,  it  muft  needs  be  the  moft  excels 
lent,  and  tranfcendent  life  that  any  creature  doth,  or  can  live 
in  this  world:  it  furmounts  the  natural,  rational,  and  moral 
life  of  the  unfanftified,  as  much  as  the  angelical  lilFe  excels  the 
life  of  flies,  and  worms  of  the  earth. 

\      Some  think  it  a  rare  life  to  live  in  finfual  pleafures ;  but  the 
ftripture  will  not  allow  fo  much  as  the  name  of  life  to  them; 
but^tells  us,  "  they  are  dead  whilft  they  live,"  i   Tim.  v.  6. 
certainly  it  is  a  wonderful  elevation  of  the  nature  of  man,  tobe 
quickened  with  fuch  a  life  as  this.     There  are  two  ways  where- 
in the  blefled  God  hath  honoured  poor  man  above  the  very  aa* 
gels  of  heaven.     One  was  by  thie  hypoftatical  union  of  our  na- 
ture in  Chrift,  with  the  divine  nature;  the  other  is  by  uniting 
ourperfons  myftrcally  to  Chrift,  and  thereby  Qommunicating 
fpirituallife  to  tis  :  this  latter  is  a  moft  glorious  privilege,  and 
in  one  refpcdl  a  more  finqular  mercy  than  the  former  ;  for  that 
honour  which  is  done  to  our  nature  by  the  hypoftatical  union, 
is  common  to  all,  good  and  bad,  even  they  that   peri(h  have 
yet  that  honour  ;  but  to  be  implanted  into  Chrift  by  regenera- 
tion, and  live  upon  him  as  the  branch  doth  upon  the  vine,  this 
is  a  peculiar  privilege,  a  mercy  kept  from  the  world  that  is  to 

.  perifh,  and  only  communicated  to  God*selcft,  who  are  to  live 

.eternally  with  him  in  heaven. 

Thirdly,  This  life  infufed  by  the  regenerating  fpirlt,  is  a 
mod  pleafant  iife,  AH  delights,  all  pleaiures,  all  joys,  which 
are  not  phantaftic  and  delufive,  have  their  fpring  and  origia 
hcrt,  Rorti,  viii.  6.  *^  To' be  fpiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace," 
ft.  e.J  a  moft  fercne,  placid  life  ;  fuch  a  foul  becomes,  fo  far 
as  it  is  influenced  and  fanftified  by  the  Spirit,  the  very  region 
of  life  and  peace  :  when  one  thing  is  thus  predicated  of  another* 
in  cafu  reih,  (faith  a  learited  tnan)  it  fpeak«  their  iatlmalQ 
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coon^xion:  peace  is  fo  connatural  to  this  life,  that  you  may 
dther  call  it  a  life  that  hath  peace  in  it,  or  a  peace  that  hath 
Fife  in  It :  yea,  it  hath  its  enclofed  pleafures  in  it,  **  Such  as  a 
"  ftranger  intermeddles  not  with,"  Prov.  xiv.   lo.    Rcgene* 
ratioD  is  the  term  from  >vhich  all  true  pleafnre  commences; 
you  never  live  a  chearful  day,  till  you  begin  to  live  to  God : 
therefore  it  is  (aid,  Luke  xv.  24.  When  the  prodigal /on  wasrc- 
taroed  to  his  father,  and  reconciled,  then  they  began  to  be  merry. 
None  can  make  another,  by  any  words,  to  underAand  what 
that  pleafore  is  which  the  renewed  foul  feels  diffufed  through 
&11  its  faculties,   and   aifeAions,   in  its  communion  with  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  fealings  and*  witueilings  of  his  Spirit.    That 
is  a  very  apt  and  well  known  fimilitude  whjch  Peter  Martyr 
fifed,  and  the  Lord  bleffed  to  the  converfion  of  that  noble  mar- 
quis Galeacus :  4f,  faid  he,  a  man  (hould  fee  a  company  of 
people  dancing  upon  the  top  of  a  remote  hill,  he  would  be  apt 
to  conclude  they  were  a  company  of  wild  diOradled  people ; 
bat  if  he  draw  nearer,  and  behold  the  excellent  order,  and  hear 
the  raviihii^  fwcet  muiic  that  are  among  them,  he  will  quick- 
ly alter  his  opinion  of  them,  and  be  for  dancing  himfcU  with 
them,  . 

All  the  delights  iu  the  fenfual  life,  all  the  pleafurc  that  ever 
your  lufis  gave  you,  are  but  as  the  putrid,  flinking  waters  of 
a  corrupt /<jn</,  whers  toads  lie  croaking  and  fpawning,  com-^ 
fared  to  ihc  cryjld  Jir earns  of  the  moA  pure  and  pleafant  fouif 
tain» 

Fourthfyp  yhls  life  of  God,  with  which  the  regenerate  are 
qoickened  in  their  union  with  ChriA,  as  it  is  a  pleafant^  fo  it  is 
alfo  a  growing  increajing  Hfe^  John  iv.  14.  **  it  (hall  be  in  him 
•*  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  into  everlafting  life." 

It  is  not  in  our  fanfliScation,  as  it  is  in  our  juAification;  our 
jofiification  is  complete  and  perfeA,  no  defe£l  is  found  there  $ 
bm  the  new  creature  labours  under  many  defedfs :  all  believers 
are  equally  juAified,  but  not  equally  fandliAed  :  Therefore  ybu 
tead,  2  Cor.  iv.  16.  that  '*  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by 
«  day:**  And  2  Pet.  iiii  18.  ChriAians  are  exhorted  **  to  grow 
**  ifi  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour :"  if 
this  work  werepetfeft,  and  finiihed  at  once,  as  juAification  is, 
there  could  be  no  renewing  day  by  day;  nor  growth  in  grace. 
^erfedhtmejl  cut  nihil  deeft^  is  cui  nihil  addipoteft :  i.  e.  that  is 
perfeft  which  wants  nothing,  and  to  which  nothing  can  be  ad- 
ded. The  apoAle  indeed  prays  for  the  ThelTaloDians,  "  that 
."  God  would  fanftify  them,*'  qxAi\hu- — wholly,  perfectly, 
I  Theff.  V,  23.  And  this  is  matter  of  prayer  and  kipe ;  for,  at 
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Uft,  it  will  grow  up  to  perfedion  ;  but  this  perfe£l  bolioefs  ts^ 
rdervcd  for  the  perfeA  ftate  to  the  world  to  come.  ^xA  none, 
but  *  deluded,  proud  fpirits  boaft  of  it  here :  but  when  '*  that 
''  which  is  perteA  is  come,  thea  that  which  is  io  part  (hall  be 
•**'  done  away,"  i  Cor.  xiii.  9,  10.  And  upon  the  imperfeftioft  1 
oF  the  new  creature  in  every  faculty,  that  warfare  and  daily  coo- 
fliA  fpoken  of,.  Gal.  v.  17.  and  experienced  by  every  CbriAian, 
is  groiiaded :  grace  rifes  gradually  in  the  ibul,  as  the  fun  doth  ia  j 
ibe  heavens,  **  which  ihineth  more  and  more  unto  a  perfe£t  day/* 
Prov.  iv.  |6. 

Fifthly,  t9  conclude;  Thi&life  with  which  the  regenerate  are 
quickened,  is  an  everlajiing  l^e.  '*  This  is  the  record,  that  Goi 
**  hath  given  us  eterpal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  bis  Son,''  1  Joha 
V.  f  1  •  This  principle  of  life  is  the  (eed  of  God )  and  that  revasm 
in  the  foul  for  ever,  i  John  iii.  9.  It  is  no  tranfient,  vaniOiiog  '. 
thing,^but  a  fixed,  permanent  principle,  which  abides  in  th^ 
foul  for  ever ;  a  man  may  lofe  his  gifts,  but  grace  abides ;  th« 
foul  may,  and  muft  be,  feparated  from  the  body,  but  grace  can- 
not be  ieparated  from  the  (bul :  when  all  forfake  us,  this  will  not 
leave  us. 

This  infufed  principle  is  therefore  vaftly  diffiirent,  both  from 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  prophecy,  wherein  the  Spirit  fome- 
times  was  faid  to  come  upon  men,  under  the  Old  Teflament,  i 
Sam.  X.  6, 10.  and  from  the  common  vanifhing  efli;As  he  £bmer 
times  produceth  in  the  unregcnerate,  of  which  we  have  frequent 
accounts  in  the  New  Teftament,  Heb.  vi.  4.  and  John  v.  35.  H 
is  one  thing  for  the  Spirit  to  come  upon  a  man  in  the  way  of 
prefent  influence,  and  aflldance,  and  another  thing  to  dwell  io  a 
man  as  in  his  temple. 

And  thus  of  the  nature,  and  quality  of  this  blefled  worjc  of 
the  Spirit  in  quickening  us. 

Sessndfyj  Having  feen  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  (pirt- 
toal  life,  we  are  concerned  in  the  next  place  to  enquire  into  the 
way  and  manner  in  which  it  is  wrought,  andinfaled  by  the  Spi- 
rit :  and  here  we  muft  fay, 

Firft  of  all,  that  the  work. is  wrought  in  the  foul  very  myfie- 
rmjly ;  fo  Chrift  tells  Nicodemus,  John  iii.  8.  "  The  wind  blow* 
**  eth  where  it  Ufteth«  and  thou  heareft  the  found  thereof,  but 
**  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  or  whither  it  gpetb,  ibis 
*«  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spitit  5"  There  be  many  opinions 
among  philofophers  about  the  original  of  wind;  but  We  haire  no 

^  Perfedion  of  fan^ificatton  is  not  found  in  this  life,  uulefs  in  tbt 
dreams  of  fome  phanatics.     jimef.. 
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certain  knowledgiB  of  it :  we  dcfcribc  k  by  its  effeAs  and  pro-i 
pertks,  but  know  Itttk  of  its  original :  and  if  the  works  of  God 
ID  nature  be  fo  abftrnfe,  and  uniearchable,  how  much  aiore  fo 
are  thefe  fuUime,  and  fupernaturai  works  of  the  Spirit  ? 

We  are  not  able  to  iblve  the  Phaenomena  of  nature,  we  can 
gireao  account  of  our  own  formation  in  the  womb,  Ecclef.  xi.  5. 
MVho  an  exaftly  defcribe  how  the  parts  of  the  body  are  form- 
ed, aod  the  foul  infufed  ?  •*  It  is  curioufly  wrought <n  the  low- 
"  eft  parts  of  the  earth,"  as  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks,  Pfal.  cxxxix. 
16,  but  how,  we  know  nor.  Bafil  (aith,  divers  queflions  may 
be  moved  about  a^,  which  may  puzzle  the  greateft  phih/bpher : 
We  know  little  of  the  forms,  and  eflences  of  natural  things, 
much  lefs  of  thefe  profound,  and  abftrufe  fpiritual  things. 

Secondly,  But  though  we  cannot  pry  into  thefe  fccrets  by  the 
eye  of  reafon,  yet  God  hath  revealed  this  to  us  in  his  word,  that 
it  is  wrought  by  his  own  almighty  power,  £ph.  i.  19.  The  a- 
poftle  afcribes  this  work  to  tbe  exceeding  greatnejs  of  the  power 
of  God :  and  this  muft  needs  be,  if  we  confider,  how  the  S(n- 
ritof  God  exprefles  it  in  fcripture  by  a  new  creatten :  (i.  e.)  a 
givin(T  being  to  (braething  out  of  nothing,  £ph.  ii.  10.  In  this 
it  differs  from  all  the  efFeAs  of  human  power  •*  for  man  always 
Works  iipon  fome  pre-exiftent  matter,  but  here  is  nofuch  mat- 
ter :  ail  that  is  in  man,  the  fubjeA  of  this  work,  is  only  a  paffive 
cafttcity,  or  receptivity,  but  nothing  is  found  in  him  to  contribute 
towards  this  work :  this  fupernaturai  life  is  not,  nor  can  it  be 
educed  out  of  natural  priodples :  this  wholly  tranfceods  the 
fphere  of  all  natural  power :  but  of  this  more  anon. 

thirdly^  This  alfo  we  may  afBrm  of  it ;  that  this  divine  life 
is  infufed  into  all  the  natural  faculties  and  powers  of  the  foul, 
not  one  exempted,  i  Thef.  v.  23.  The  whole  foul  and  fpirtt  is 
the  recipient  fubjeA  of  it:  and  with  refpe6l  to  this  general 
iafafion  into  all  the  faculties  and  powers  of  the  foul,  it  is  cat- 
Id  a  new  creature ;  a  new  man ;  having  an  integral  perfeAiou, 
andfutnefs  of  all  its  parts  and  members:  it  becomes  light  in 
tbe  mind;  John  xvii.  3.  Obedience  in  the  will ;  i  Pet.  i.  2.  In 
the  affeftions  an  heavenly  temper  and  tendernefs.  Col.  Hi.  i,  2. 
Atid  fo  13  varioufly  denominated,  even  as  the  (ea  is  from  the 
leveral  (bores  it  wathes,  though  it  be  one  and  the  fame  iea.  And 
here,  we  muft  obferve,  lies  one  main  difference  betwixt  a  re- 
itgenerate  foul,  and  an  hypocrite  ;  *  the  one  is  all  ^  a  piece,  as 

•  Ah  uno  defuper  princtpio  quod cortveni enter  voluiitati  operatur 
indent  prima^  fecunda  et  tertia.     ^evtadwiodum  viinimapars 

ftrrt 
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I  may  iay,  .the  principle  of  fpiricual  life  runs  into  all,  and  e' 
very  faculty  and  afFc6tion,  and  finftifies,  or  renews  the  whole 
sian ;  whereas  the  change  upon  hypocrites  is  but  partial  aad 
particular;  he  may  have  new  light,  but  no  new  love;  anew 
tongue,  bur  not  a  new  heart ;  this  or  that  vice  may  be  reform- 
ed, but  the  whole  courTe  of  his  life  is  not  altered. 

Fourthly  and  laftly,  This  infufioriof  fpiritual  life  is  done  in* 
ftantaneoiijly ;  as  all  €reation-''woxV.  is :  hence  it  is  refembled  tOt 
that  plajiic  power,  which,  in  a  moment,  made  the  light  to 
fbiae  out  of  darknefs ;  juft  fo  God  (bines  into  our  hearts,  2  Cor, 
iv.  6. 

It  is  true,  a  foul  may  be  a  long  time  under  the  preparatory 
works  of  the  Spirit,  he  may  be  under  convictions  and  huq\U\a- 
tions,  purpofes  and  refolutions  a  long  time;  he  may  be  waiting 
at  the  pool  of  Bethefda,  attending  the  means  and  ordinances, 
but  when  the  Spirit  comes  once  to  quicken  the  foul,  it  is  done 
in  a  moment ;  even  as  it  is  in  the  infufipa  of  the  rational  foul, 
the  body  is  long  ere  it  be  prepared  and  moulded,  but  when  once 
the  embryo  or  matter  is  ready,  it  is  quickened  with  the  fpirit  of 
life  in  an  inOant :  fo  it  is  here :  but  O  what  ,a  blefled  moment  Is 
this  !  Upon  which  the  whole  weight  of  our  eternal  happinefs  de- 
pends ;  for  it  is  Chrift  in  us,  (u  e.)  Chrift  formed  in  us,  who  is 
the  hope  of  ^lory.  Col.  i.  27.     And  our  Lord  exprefly  tells  us, 
John  iii.  3*  That  except -we  be  regenerate  aijid  born  again,  wc 
cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.     And  thus  of  the  way,  and 
manner  of  its  infufion. 

Thirdly t  Let  the  defign  and  end  of  God,  in  this  his  quickew 
ing  work,  be  next  confidered;  for  what  ^d,  and  with  what 
defign  and  aim  this  work  is  wrought.  And  if  we  cr-ifult  the 
fcriptures  in  this  matter,  we  (hall  find  this  principle '  of  life  is 
infufed.in  order  to  our  glorifying  God,  in  this  world,  by  a  W^ 
of  obedience,  and  our  enjoying  of  God  ia  the  world  to  come. 

Firfi,  Spiritual  life  is  infufed  in  order  to  a  courfe  of  obedience 
in  this  world,,  whereby  God  is  glorified :  So  we  read  in  Eph, 
li,  10.  **  Created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  which  God 
•*  hath  before  ordained  that  we  fhould  walk  in  them' ;"  habiis 
are  to  af^ions,  as  the  root  is  to  the  fruit,  it  is  for  fruit  fake 
that  we  plant  the  root,  and  ingraff  the  branches.  So  iq  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  26,  27.  *•  A  new  fpirit  will  I  alfo  put  within  yoa,  .and 

/errt  lapidis  magJietis  fpirit u  tnovetur,  per  multos  annulos  ferre^ 
9s  exten/ct :  it  a  etiam  qui  funt  virtute  pradiiiy  divtno  fpiritu  «t* 
tra^i,  cum  prima  manfioney  conjungantur,  deinceps  autcm  alii  uf 
que  ad poftremam^     Ckm.'AlexaDd.  Strom.  Ixb,  7. 


^*  cBufe  j(A  to  ^tnik  ia  mf  flatutcs,  and  ye  Q^ll  kref»  my  judg- 
'*  mat$  asd  do  them.''  This  is  the  next,  or  iasmcdiatc  defigtl 
M  €pd«  not  only  of  th<  firA  iofttfioo  of  the  priociple  of  me 
ioto  the  fool,  but  of  all  the  exciting*  aOualtQg»  and  afliflii^ 
works  of  the  Spirit  afterMrards.  Now  this  principle  k^  fpirittid 
I  life  ioftiifid,  b^th  a  twofold  mfluetice  into  obedience. 
\  fvtj,  This  makel  it  fiocere  and  true  obedunct,  vrhen  U  flotts 
from  an  inward  vital  priodpie  of  Graor«  The  hypocrite  fo 
mni  by  foioe  tfaii^g  ak  extra,  from  i^itbovt,  as  the  applanfe 
(9f  mn,  the  accommodatioa  of  flefbly  ioterefts,  the  force  of 
odoqition }  or  if  there  be  any  thing  frodei  wiihio  that  moves  hin^ 
I  it  is  bot  felf^intereft,  to  qaiet  a  4Ulurbing  canfdencc,  and  fnp- 
I  port  bis  vaia  hopes  of  heaven :  but  he  never  afls  from  a  new 
i  ftiaciple,  a  new  Dkaturc,  indining  him  to  holv  hfklom.  Siace^ 
I  rity  maiply  lies  in  the  harmony  ai^  correfponcfency  of  afiions  to 
I  l^ir  principles :  from  thi^  infttfed  principle  it  is.  that  men  hoiH 
I  gx  aod  thirft  for  Qod,  and  go  to  their  datieSi  i^s  men  do  to 
I  tkir  meals,  when  they  find  an  empty,  craving  ftotaach. 
*r  0  reader,  panfe  a  little  upon  this  eie  thou  paft  bo,  ask  thy 
heart  whether  it  be  fp  with  tbee :  are  holy  duties  connatural  to 
i  ffaee?  Ooih  thy  foul  move  and  w<»rlt  after  God  by  a  kind  of 
\  iapernatoral  inflinft  f  This  then  wUl  be  to  thee  a  gpod  evidcncfi 
t  of%iniegnty« 

Secpndiy,  From  this  infufed  prindple  df  lifip^  fciAilts  the  #x» 
i  ^0^(y  ^  Mpr  ^idienci,  as  mfcU  as  the  iiocerlty  of  li :  for  by 
\  yirtoe  an^  reafon  thereof,  it  bcootnes  free  and  voluntary;  not 
;  forced  and  conftrained,  it  drops  lilie  honey,  and  of  its  Qm\,tc* 
\  cord^  one  of  the  comb.  Cant.  iv.  ii.  Or  as  waters  from  tho 
fdOQUin,  without fordng,  Johniv.  14.  An  nnprindpkd  pio* 
i  Mor  muft  be  prefled  hard  by  ibme  wd^t  of  ajHiOlottt  tte  be. 
^  yield  one  tsar,  or  ponf  out  a  prayer,  Pfah  Ixxviii.  34^ 
1  "  Wbea  he  ilew  them,  then  theyibogfai  bioch" 

Ndw  sbe  freedom  of  obedience  is  the  »cellency  of  it,  God*a 

f  f^e  is  moch  upon  that,  i  Cor.  ix.  17.  Vea,  and  the  Uflifcvmity 

I  of  our  obediepce,  which  is  a](<p  a  ipecial  part  of  the  beauty  of 

I  it,  refblts  from  hence  :  he  that  afts  from  a  principle,  ffi£b  floenf* 

j  tfai^d  oniformly>  and  there  is  a  proportion  betwijtit  the  parts  of 

\  his  c^veriation :  this  is  it  which  malkes  ns  holy> «» tiM%  ^timrfpu 

\  k  oM  mamur  (f  cmver/ation,  or  In  every  point,  and  turning  of 

oar  cooverfationf,  as  the  word  imports,  1  Pet.  t.  i  $.    Vflxt€^ 

u  he  ihat  is  moved  t^  this,  Or  that  external  accidentd  asottves^ 

mfk  needs  be  very  nneven^  **  like  the  legs  of  a  lame  man/*  M 

the  expreiSon  iS|  ?tOf,  iexvi«  7.  **  which  ate  40t  equal  t"  liow  i 
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.  -  MTorU  of  Cod  abd  then  the  dii'courfe  runs  oandcly  and  prophftoe, 

•or  carnal  again  :  ail  that  evenneis,  and  uniformity  that  are  m  the 

fcvcrai  parts  of  a  Chriftian's  life,  arc  tiie  cffeft  ot  this  inftiied 

.  priociple  of  fpiritual  life. 

Thirdiy,   Another  aim  and  defign  of  God  in  the  infnfion  of 
,  this  principle  of  life,  is  thereby  to  prepare'  and  qualify  the  foul 
•for  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  in  heaven :  •*  Except  a  man  be  born 
**  again  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdonn  of  God,"  johniii.  3.    All 
that  thall  pofFiTs  that  inheritance  muft  be  begotten  again  to  it, 
as  the  apoftie  fpeaks,  i  Pet.  i.  3,  4.  This  principle  of  grace  is 
,thc  very  feed  ot  that  glory ;  it  is  eternal  life  in  the  Foot  and  prio- 
ciple, John  xvii.  3.  by  this  the  foul  is  attempered  and  qnalificd 
for  that  ftatt  and  employment.     What  is  the  life  of  glory,  bnt 
the  vilion  of  God,  and  the  fool's  affimilation  to  God  by  that  vi- 
fion  ?  Froto  both  which  refults  that  unfpeakable  joy  and  delight  I 
which  paflcth  underftanding  :  but  what  vifion  of  God,  affimila* 
^li©n  to  God,  or  delight  in  God,  can  that  foulhave,  which  wastie* 
ver  quickened  with  the  fupernatural  principle  of  grace  ?  The  tem- 
per of  fuch  fouls  is  exprcifed  in  thit  fad  charafter,  Zech.  xi.  ^. 
*<  My  foul  loathed  them,  and  their  foul  alfo  abhorred  mc." 
For  want  of  this  vital  principle  it  is,  that  the  very  fame  duties 
and  ordinances,  which  are  the  delights  and  highefl  pleafures  of 
the  lainis,  aie  no  better  than  a  mere  drudgei^y  and  bondage  too- 
thers, Mai.  i.  13.     Heaven  would  be  no  heaven  to  a  dead  foul; 
this  principle  of  life,  in  its  daily  growth  and  improvement,  is  our 
mcetncfs,  as  well  as  our  evidence,  for  heaven :    thcfe  arc  the 
main  ends  of  its  infufion. 

:  Fourthly y  In  the  next  place,  according  to  the  method  props- 
fed,  I  ampbliged  to  (hew  yoo,  thttthis  quickening  work  iswkJif 
Jupernatural :  it  is  the  fote  and  proper  work  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  So  Chrift  himfelf  exprefly  gflerts  it,  in  John  iii.  6,^^ 
**  That  which  is  born  ofthe  flefhis  flefh,  and  that  which  is  ban 
"  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit :  the  wtnd  blowcth  where  it  liftetb,  and 
**  thou  heareft  the  found  thereof,  but  cand  not  tell  whence  it 
"*  Cometh,  nor  whither  it  goeth  ;  fo  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of 
•*  the  Spirit/' 

Believers  are  the  birth  or  offspring  of  the  Spirit,  who  pro- 
duceth  the  new  creature  in  them  in  an  unintelligible  manner, 
even  to  themfelves.  So  far  it  is  above  their  own  ability  to  pro 
ducc, .  that  it  is  above  their  capacity  to  underftand  the  way  of 
its  produftion  :  as  if  you  fhould  afk.  Do  you  know  from  whence 
the  wind  comes?  No:  Do  you  know  whither  it  goes?  No: 
But  you  hear  and  feel  it  when  it  blows  ?  Yes :  Why,  fo  is  evc- 
ly  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit-:  he  feels  the  efficacy^  aoJ  dif- 
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ccrns  the  efFe^s  cff  the  Spirit  on  his  own  fool,  but  cannot  un-' 
derAand,  or  dcfcribe  the  manner  of  its  produf^ion :  This  ir 
not  only  above  the  carnal,  but  above  the  renewed  mind  to  com-» 
prebend;  we  can  contribute  nothing,  I  mean  actively,  to  the 
prodaftiqn  of  t))is  principle  of  life  :  we  may  indeed  be  faid  to 
concur  pajSvely/  with  the  fpirit  in  it ;  that  is,  there  is  found  iib 
us  a  capacity,  aptnefs,  or  receptivenefs  of  this  principle  of  life: 
our  nature  is  endowed  with  fuch  faculties  and  powers  as  are 
meet  fubjeA;s  to  receive,  and  inftruments  to  a^  this  fpiritual 
life :  God  only  quickens  the  rational  nature  with  fpiritual  life. 

It  is  true  alfo,  that  in  the  progrefs  of  fanEiificationi  a  man 
dothaftively  concur  with  the  Spirit,  but  in  the  fird  production 
of  this  fpiri.tual  principle  he  can  do  nothing  :  he  can  indeed  per*. 
t(xm  thoie  external  duties  that  have  a  remote  tendency  to  it, 
but  be  cannot  by  the  power  of  nature  perform  any,  faving  adVj 
or  contribute  any  thing  more  than  a  paiTive  capacity  to  the  imt* 
plantation  of  a  new  principle :  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
arguments. 

*Arg,i.  He  that  aftively.  conciirs  to  his  own  regeneration,- 
^  makes  himfelf  to  differ ;  but  this  is  denied  to  all  regenerate  men,' 
!  I  Cor.  iv.  7.  **  Who  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  another  ?  And 
i  **  what  haft  thou  that  thou  didft  not  receive  ?"' 
j  Arg,  2.  That  to  which  the  fcripture  afcribes  both  impoiency 
?  ztii  enmity ^  with  rcfpeft  to  grace,  cannot  aftiveiy,  and  of  it-. 
;  feif,  concur  to  the  production  of  it :  but  the  fcripture  afcribes 
I  both  impotency  and  enmity  to  nature,  with  refpeft  to  grace* 
f  it  ienies  to  it  a  power  to  do  any  tiling  of ;  itfelf,  John  xv,  5* 
-  And,  which  is  lefs,  it  denies  to  it  a  power  to  fpeak  a  good 
)  word,  Mat.  xii.  34.  And,  which  is  leaft  of  all,  it  denies  it 
'  power  to  think  a  good  thought,  2  Cor.  iii.  5.  This  impoten* 
cy,  if'  there  were  no  more,  cuts  off  all  pretence  of  our  aftive 
concurreocc ;  but  then  if  we  confider  that  it  afcribes  enmity  to 
our  natures,  as  well  as  impotency,  how  clear  is  the  cafe  !  Sea 
Rom.  vili.  7.  **  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  again  ft  God.**  And 
€oLi.  21.  **  And  you  that  were  enemies  in  your  minds  by 
"  wicked  works.*'  So  then  nature  is  fo  far  produ<ftive  of  this 
principle,  as  impotency  and  enmity  can  enable  it  to  befo. 

4rg.  3.  That  which  is  of  natural  produftion,  muft  needs  be 
fobjeft  to  natural  diflolution;  that  which  is  born  of  the  fleHi 
isflefti,  a  peri(hing  thing,  for  every  thing  is  as  its  principle  is, 
and  there  can  be  no  more  in  the  effeft,  than  there  is  in  the  caufc : 
but  this  principle  of  fpiritual  life  is  not  fubjed  to  dirtblmioo^ 
it  is  the  water  that  fprings  up  into  everlafting  life,  John  iv,  14^ 

Co.  z 
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The  feed  irf God»  which  rcmalneth  in  the  ftgdnerMM,  i  lohn 
ill  9.  And  all  thte,  becaafis  it  ii  **  bocn  not  of  corrOptibie»  but 
•*  of  iacormptible,  k^,**  i  Pet.  i.  23. 

/frg,  4  If  oat  new  birth  be  our  refafreiEUoit,  a  new  creation, 
yea,  a  viftory  over  datore,  then  We  caanot,  adltdy,  cwiiribtttd 
•0  its  prodoftion ;  but  ooder  all  thefe  ttotioQs  it  i$  repreiented 
to  us  ill  the  ftriptores ;  it  is  oar  rersrrt(lio&  from  the  dea( 
Eph.  y.  14,  And  jroo  know  the  body  is  wholly  pafBve  ill  its  r^ 
furredioa :  bot  though  it  coucors  cot^  yet  it  gitrel  pre^xifleat 
piiltter :  therefore  the  netaphor  is  defignedly  varied,  Eph.  in 
%4f  where  it  is  called  4  ereatimi :  io  which  there  is  neither  a^vf 
eoncdrreooe,  oor  pre«exiAent  matter ;  bat  though  creatioD  ex* 
dodes  pre^exiftent  matter,  yet  m  produdog  IbiSethiog  out  4 
aothiog,  there  is  00  rdu Aaocy  nor  oppofit'^ ;  therefore  td  (hiev 
iuiw  purely  rupernatural  thid  prindple  of  life  Is,  it  is  ctoatheJ 
und  |srefented  to  us  in  the  nodcHi  of  a  victory,  t  Cor*  &•  4.  And 
lb  leaves  all  to  grace. 

'^^^  S-  ^f  nature  could  produce,  or  but  aAively  coficdt  ^ 
the  produ^iOD  of  this  ifpiritiiiil  life,  then  the  heft  natures  woaU 
k  (oooeft  <}ui€kened  with  it ;  and  the  worft  natures  not  at  all,  df 
it  laft,  and  leaft.  of  all :  but  contrarily,  we  find  the  worft  natti^a 
often  regenerated,  and  the  beft  left  in  theftate  of  fpiritual  deatb  i 
^ith  how  many  fweet  hdmilitical  virtues  was  the  young  man  a.« 
dorned  ?  Mark  k.  2 1 .  yet  gracelefe :  and  what  a  fink  of  fin  Ws 
Mary  Magdalen,  Luke  viL  37.  yet  fandtified.    Thus  beautihl 
Kacbel  fs  barren,  while  Leah  bears  children.    And  there  isfcarc^- 
any  thing  that  ai!e£ts  and  melts  the  hearts  of  ChtiAian$  more  than 
this  cofenparativ^e  confideration  doth,  when  they  confider  veileU 
cf  gold  caft  away,  and  leaden  ones  chofen  for  fuch  noble  ufes. 
*So3iat  itisplaineno^h  to  all  wife,  and  humble  foals,  tbatthil 
ilew  life  is  wholly  pf  fuperuatural  produflion. 

Pifthfy^  and  laftly,  I  (hall  briefly  reprefent  the  neceflary  an(e- 
dBdency  c^  this  quitkening  work  of  the  Spirit,  to  our  firft  ck>f« 
lug  vith  Chrift,  by  faith  :  and  this  will  eafity  lee  itfelf  inro  ydar 
tlnderfiandings,  if  you  but  confider  the  nature  of  the  viral  k&.  tA 
#dth ;  iiirhtch  is  the  foul's  receiving  of  Chrift,  and  refting  upon 
jhini  for  pardon  and  falvadon :  in  vrtiich  two  things  are  ncxdiari* 
Ij  included,  viz,  ^ 

1 .  The  renoondng  o)F  aH  Mitr  hopes  and  dependebcies. 

2.  The  opetthig  of  the  heart  fuUy  to  Jefus  Chrift. 

firjl^  The  feopuncing  of  all  other  hopes  and  dependeudes 
whatfoever.  Self  iti  all  its  aci^pcadons,  natural,  finfuU  aM 
liorai,  is  now  to  be  denied,  and  renounced  for  ever,  Wlie  Cbrill 
can  ocTcr  be  reoei^edi  Rom.  k.  3.  not  pni;  felf  in  it$  v  ikft  puK 
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lotioos,  but  fdf  iff  it«  rid)eil  ornamboti,  and  eDdowmcnU : 
Bot  this  is  as  islpoifible  to  the  iwreAewed  aod  oaturai  man,  as 
it  b  &r  rocks  vk  mouataias  to  ftart  from  their  ceiitre,  and  ^f 
Sketraadetifig  atoitks  ift  the  air:  nature  will  rather  chule  to' 
rua  the  kzard  k^  everlafting  daomatioa,  than  efcape  it  by  a  to- 
ftti  refiDadatioa  of  its  belored  iafts,  or  ielfrighteoufnefs :  this* 
Aperflatural  work  iieceflkriiy  reqaires  a  foperaatural  prmciple^ 
Koa.  fiii.  2. 

Secondly,  The  opening  the  heart  fully  to  Jefus  Chrift,  with*' 
est  which  Chrift  can  never  be  received.  Rev.  \Vu  2C.  but  this 
alfo  is  the  efieft  of  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  Spirit  of  life  whidi 
is  in  Cfarift  Jefos :  fooner  may  we  expe^  to  Kee  the  flowers  and 
Moilbms.opcn  without  the  infldeuce  of  the  fab,  than  the  heart 
sad  will  of  a  finhier  open  to  receive  ChriA  without  a  prindpie  of 
iJMrittial  life  firft  derivefd  fnnn  him :  and  this  wiH  be  ps^  doubt 
to  all  that  cMifider,  not  only  the  impotence  of  nature,  but  th<^ 
%Qorance^  prejudic'e,  and  averfations  of  nature^  by  which  ther 
<oor  of  the  heart  is  barred;  anti  chafai^  againft  Chrift,  John  v. 
40.  Sd  dtat  nature  hath  neither  ability,  nor  will,  power,  or 
defire,  to  come  to  Chrift :  if  any  have  an  heart  opened  to  re« 
cdve  him,  it  is  the  Lord  that  opens  it  by  his  Almighty  Pow- 
er, and  that  in  the  way  of  an  infufed  principle  of  life  fupernatu* 
rtl. 

I^uefi.  Bnt  here  it  may  be  doubted  and  otjefted,  againf^  this 
pofaion;  If  we  cannot  believe  till  we  are  quickened  with  fpi« 
Aual  life,  as  you  fay,  and  cannot  be  juftified  till  we  believe,  a$> 
all  &y,  then  it  will  follow,  that  a  regenerate  foul  may  be.in  th^ 
ibte  of  coadcmnatioti  for  a  time,  and  confeqaently  per!(h,  if 
death  (honid  befal  him  in  that  jtmAure. 

Sol.  To  this  1  return,  That  when  we  fpcak  of  the  priortty  o^ 
this  quickening  work  of  the  Sfririt  to  our  a^al  believing,  we 
father  nndaftand  it  of  the  priority  of  nature,  than  of  tiffie. 
llie  flamre  and  order  of  the  work  requfrii)g  it  to  be  fo:  a  vital 
principle  muft,  in  order  of  nature,  be  infufed  before  a  vital  aA 
can  be  exerted.  Firf)^  Make  the  tree  good,  aud  then  the  fruit 
good:  and  admit  we  (hould  grant  fome  priority  in  time  alfo  to 
dus  quickening  principle,  before  adual  faith,  yet  the  abfurdiry 
mentioned  virould  be  no  way  confequent  upon  that  concefljon  x 
fer  as  the  vital  ad  of  f^lth  quickly  fallows  the  regenf  raring  prin* 
tSple,  ib  the  foul  is  abundantly  ftcuricd  agaiuft  the  dadger  ob- 
jcfted ;  God  never  beginning  any  fpecial  work  of  grace  upon 
the  /buU  and  then  leaving  it,  and  the  foul  with  it,  in  hazard, 
bat  preferves  both  to  the  finilhing  atd  compieating  of  his  graci-* 
00$  deligoi  Phil  I  <5,  ' 
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Fir/i  U/e  of  Informatim, 

Inftr,  I.  If  fuch  be  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  this  principle 
of  divine  life,  as  you  have  heard  it  opened  in  the  foregoing 
difcourle,  then  hence  it  follows,  That  unregenerate  nun  are  no 
better  than  dead  men.  So  the  text  reprefcnts  them.  **  You  hath 
•*  he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trcfpaffes  and  fins :"  (i.  e) 
ipirituaily  dead,  though  naturally  alive ;  yea,  and  lively  too  i$ 
any  other  pcrfons  in  the  world.  There  is  a  threefold  conilde* 
ration  of  objefts,  viz, 

J..  Naturally. 

2.  Politically. 

3.  Theologically. 

Firft  Naturally,  To  all  tbofe  things  that  are  natural,  thef 
are  alive:  they' can  underHsud,  realon,  difcourfe,  proje£):,  and 
/  contrive,  as  well  as  others ;  they  can  eat,  drink,  and  build, 
plant,  and  fuck  out  the  natural  comfort  of  thefe  things,  as  iiiuch 
as  any  others.  So  their  life  is  dcfaibed,  Job  xxi.  12.  "  They 
**  take  the  timbrel  and  harp,  and  rejoice  at  the  found  of  the 
•*  organ ;  they  fpend  their  days  in  wealth,*'  ere.  And  James 
V.  5.  "  Ye  have  lived  in  pleafure  upon  earth/'  as  the  fi(h  lives 
in  the  watsr  its  natural  element,  and  yet  this  natural  feofuat 
life  is  not  allowed  the  name  of  life,  1  Tim.  v.  9.  fuch  perfons 
ore  dead  whijft  they  iive,-  it  is  a  bafe,  and  ignoble  life,  to  have  a 
foul  only  to  fait  the  body,  or  to  enable  a  man  for  a  few  years  to 
cat,  and  drink,  and  talk,  and  laugh,  and  then  die. 

Secondly,  06je6ts  may  be  confidered  politically,  and  widi  rc- 
fpedt  to  fuch  thjngs,  they  are  alive  alfo :  they  can  buy  and  fell, 
and  manage  all  their  worldly  affairs  with  as  much  dexterity, 
(kill,  and  policy,  as  other  men ;  yea,  **  the  children  of  this 
••  world  are  wifer  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light," 
JLuke  xvi.  8.  The  entire  *  ftreajn  of  their  thoughts,  projefts^ 
and  flodies,  running  in  that  one  channel ;  having  but  one  dcfigo 
to  manage,  they  muft  needs  excel  in  worldly  wifdom  :   But  thtn, 

Thirdly f  Theologically  confidered,  they  are  dead  ;  without 
life,  fenfe,  or  motion,  towards  God^  and  th^  things  that  arc 
above;  their  underflandings  are  dead,  rCor.  ii.  14.  and  cannol 
leceive  the  things  that  are  of  God :  their  .AvilU  are  dead,  and 
cannot  move  towards  Jefus  Chrift,  John  vi,,  65.  Their  afFc^ti- 
ons  are  dead,  even  to  the  moft  excellent  and  fpititual  objc^ls ; 
and  all  their  duties  are  dead  duties,  without  life  or  Ipirit,  This 
is  the  fad  cafe  of  the  unregenerate  world. 

*  May,  God  free  me  from  him  who  is  a  man  only  of  one  bufinels. 
Sera* 
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Infer.  2.  This  [peaks  encouragement  to  mimjlers  and  parents^ 
to  wait  in  hopes  of  Juccefs  at  laji^  even  upm  thoje  that  yet  givt 
tbem  little  hope  (^  converfion  at  the  prefent. 

The  work  you  fee  is  the  Lord's,  when  the  Spirit  of  life  comes 

upon  their  dead  fouls,  they  (hall  belieyc,  and  be  made  wiliieg; 

till  then,  we  do  but  plough  Upon  the  rocks :  yet  le<  not  our 

hand /lack  in- duty,  pray  for  them,  and  plead  with  them;  yoii 

know  not  in  which  prayer,  or  exhortation,   the  Spirit  of  life 

toaf  breathe  upon  them ;  Can  thefe  dry  bones  live  ?  Yes,  if  the 

Spirit  of  life  from  God  breathe  upon  them,  rhey  can,  and  (hall 

Eve:  what  dipugh  their  difpolitions  be  averfe  to  all  things  that 

Are  fpirifual  and  ferious,  yet  even  fuch  have  been  regenerated, 

when  more  fweet  and  promifing  natures  have  been  palTed  by, 

and  left  finder  fpiritual  death. 

It  was  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Ward,  upon  his  brother  Mr.* 
Daniel  Rogers,  (who  was  a  man  of  great  gifts  and  eminent 
graces,  yet  of  a  very  bad  temper  and  conftitution,)  Though  my 
brother  R'ogers,  faith  he,  hath  grace  enough  for  two  men,  yet 
not  half  cnoDgh  for  himfelf. 

It  may  be  you  have  prayed,  and  ftriven  long  with  your  re- 
lation^ and  to  little  purpofe,  yet  be  not  difcouraged.  How  of- 
ten  Was  Mr.  John  Rogers,  that  famous  fuccelsful  divine,  a  grief 
of  hcHfi  to  his  relations  in  his  younger  yeais,  proving  a  wild 
and  lewd  yauug  man,  to  the  great  difcouragement  of  his  pious 
friends  ;  yet,  at  laft,  the  Lord  gracioufly  changed  him,  fo  that 
Mr.  Richard  Rogers  would  fay,  when  he  could  exercife  the  ut- 
moft  degree  of  charity  or  hope,  for  any  that  at  prefent  were  vile'  , 
and  naught,  1 'will  never  defpair  of  any  man  for  John  Roger's 
fake,- 

Infer.  3.  Hoiw  honourable  are  Chriftians  by  their  new  birth  t 
\  *■  They  are  born  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefli,  no^ 
"  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God,*'  John  i.  13.  ft.  e,J  not  in 
an  impure,  or  mere  Natural  way,  but  in  a  mofl  fpiritual  and 
fopernatural  manner :  they  are  the  ofFbpring  of  God,  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Moil:  High,  as  well  by  regeneration  as  by  adoption  ; 
which  Is  the  greafefl  advancement  of  the  human  nature,  next  to 
its  hypoftatical  union  with  the  fecond  peribn.  Ob  what  honour 
Is  this  for  a  p>oor  linful  creature,  to  have  the  very  life  of  God 
breathed  into  his  foul !  All  other  dignities  of  nature  are  trifles 
compared  with  this ;  this  makes  a  Chriftidn  a  facred  hallowed 
thing,  the  living  temple  of  God,  1  Cor.  vi.  1$.  The  fpecialob*' 
jeft  of  his  delight. 

Infer.  4.  How  deplorable  is  the  condition  of  the  unregenerate 
"mid,  in  no  better  cafe-  than  dead  met}  I  Now  to  afftft  our 
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hearts  xrith  the  mirery  of  fuch  conditioaSy  kt  09  confider  and 
compare  it  10  the  foliowiog  particulars. 

Firft^  There  is  do  heauty  in  the  dead,  all  the{r  lovelinels  goei 
away  at  death  ;  there  is  00  fpiritual  beauty  or  lovelisefs  ia  aay 
that  ar^  unregenerate  :  It  is  trqe,  maoy  of  them  have  OM^cUcof 
mopil  homUitical  virtues ^  which  adoro  their  coover&tioQS  ia  tb| 
ryes  of  men  ;  but  what  are  all  tbefe,  bot  b  maoy  fyrejft  flower) 
ftrewed  over  a  dea(|l  corps  I 

Sicondfy,  The  dead  have  no  pUafun  nor  delight ;  even  fq 
the  uoregeoerate  are  incapable  of  the  ddigbts  of  the  Chnftiaa 
life :  ^*  To  be  fpiritaally  minded  is  life  and  peace^**  K>om.  villi 
6  (u  i.J  this  is  the  only  ferine,  placid,  and  pieafant  life :  vbea 
th^  prodigal,  who  was  once  dead,  was  alive,  tb^n  he  began  to 
be  merry.  Lake  xv.  24.  They  live  in  fenfual  pleafurcs,  bat 
this  is  to  be  dead  while  alive,  in  (cripture^reckoniog. 

Thirdly^  the  dead  have  no  Aeat,  they  are  as  cold  as  day :  ft 
are  all  the  unregenerate  towards  God  and  things  above :  tbeir 
ifjifis  are  ifQt,  bot  rheir  affeBms  to  God  coU  and  frozim ;  that 
which  makes  a  gracious  heart  melt^  wiU  not  make  an  unrcgene* 
rate  heart  move. 

Fourthly,  The  dead  mufl  be  buried,  Gen.  xxiiL  4.  *'  Bwy  wy 
^*  dead  out  of  my  fight  :**  So  muft  the  unregenerate  be  boritfJ 
out  of  God's  fight  for  ever :  buried  in  the  loweft  bell,  in  the 
place  of  darkaefs,  for  ever,  John  iii.  3.  Wo  to  the  nnregene- 
rate,  good  had  it  been  for  them  they  had  never  been  bom. 

Infer.  5,  Hovt  greatly  are  all  men  concerned  t^  examine  that 
c^itim^  with  re/feff  to  fpiritual  life  and  death  I  It  is  very  com* 
©on  for  men  to  t  pi  cfume  upon  their  union  with,^  and  intcftft 
in  Chrift  :  This  privilege  is,  by  common  mi  (lake,  extended  p- 
Beraily  to  all  that  profe&  the  Chriillan  reltgioo,  and  prafitife  the 
external  duties  pf  it,  when,  in  truth,  no  more  aj^e,  or  cao  be, 
vnited  to  Chrift,  than  arc  quickc;qed  by  the  Spirit  of  life  v»ttck 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  R9m.-viii*  1,  2.  0  try  your  intereft  in  Chrift 
by  this  rule,  if  I  am  quickened  by  Chrift,  i  have  union  with 
Chrift.    And,    ^ 

Firfi,  If  there  he  fpiritual  fenle  in  your  fculs,  there  is  fpiri- 
tual Jifie  in  them :  there  are  msr^rnftm^  ienies  belonging  to  ib« 
Iptritual,  as  well  as  to  the  animal  life,  Heb.  v*  14.  They  caip 
feql,  aind  feo^fihly  grpaui  under  ibul  preflores  an<i|  burdois  oi  fiPf 
]gtom.  vii.  24.  The  dead  feel  ,nQt,  moan  not,  under  the  bnrdeos 
qf  fin,  but  the  living  do:  they  may  hefe^fibie,  indeed,  of  theti^U 
of  fin,  with  tcipnQ:  to  themfelves,i>ut  not  as  againft  Qod }  dam- 

*  By  prefuming  they  hojie^  and  by  bopiog  they  j»erUh«     jf»^f* 
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oarioQ  may  fcare  them,  bat  pollutioo  doth  not ;  hell  may  frigh 
tbeiB,  but  not  the  oJScDdiDg  of  God. 

Secondfyt  If  there  be  fpi  ritual  hunger  and  thirft^  \t  is  a  (wee( 
figQ  of  fpiritual  life  ;  this  fign  agrees  to  Chrifiians  of  a  day  old, 
I  Pet.  ii4  2.  EVeo  **  new  born  babes  defire  the  fincere  miik  of 
"  (be  word  :"  If  fpiritual  life  be  in  you,  yoo  know  how  to  ex« 
poDod  that  fcrlpture,  Pfal.  xlii.  r.  without  any  other  interpret 
rerthan  your  own  experience  :  you  will  feel  (bmewfaat  like  the 
goawiDg  of  an  empty  ilomach»  making  you  refllefs  during  the 
ioterruption  of  your  daily  communion  with  the  Lord. 

Thirdly^  If  there  he  fpiritual  conftiBs  with  fin,  there  is  fpiri- 
tnallife  in  your  foul,  GaL.v.  17.  Not  only  a  combat  betwixt 
%^(  in  the  higher,  and  luji  in  the  lower  faculties  ;  not  only  op- 
pofition  to  more  grofs  external  corruptions,  that  carry  moreia-< 
famy  and  horror  with  them,  than  other  fins  do  :  but  the  fame 
facolty  will  be  the  feat  of  war ;  and  the  more  inward,  and  fecrec 
any  luft  is,  by  fo  much  the  more  will  it  be  oppofed,  and.moiirn*> 
edover. 

In  a  word  the  weakeA  ChriAian  may,  upon  impartial  dbferva- 
tioQ,  find  fuch  figns  of  fpiritual  life  in  himfelf  (if  he  will  allow 
himfelf  time  to  reflect  upon  the  bent  and  frame  of  his  own  heart) 
as  defires  after  God,  confcience  of  duties,  fears,  cares^  and  for* 
rows,  about  fin  ;  delight  in  the  (bciety  of  heavenly  and  fpiritual 
men,  a  loathing  and  burden  in  the  company  of  vain  and  carnal 
perfbns. 
Ohje^.  O !  but  I  have  a  very  dead  feeart  to  (piritual  things, 
sk.  It  is  a  fign  of  life  that  you  feel,  and  are  fenfible  of  that 
deadnefs ;  and  befides,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  betwixt 
fpiritual  deadnefs  and  death  :  the  one  is  the  fiate  of  the  unr^e* 
Derate,  the  other  is  the  difeafe  of  regenerate  men. 

0\jeB.  Some  figns  of  fpiritual  life  are  clear  to  me,  bat  I  can- 
not dofe  with  others. 

^qU  If  you  cap  reaUy  clofe  with  any,  it  may  fatisfy  yon, 
thoagh  you  be  dark  in  others  :  for  if  a^chitd  cannot  go,  yet  if 
it  can  fuck;  but  if  it  cannot  fuck,  yet  if  it  can  cry  ;  yea,  if  it 
cannot  cry,  yet;  if  it  breathe,  it  is  alive. 
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Defcribing' that  Aft  on  our  Part,  by  which  we  doaftu- 
ally  and  effeftually  apply  Christ  to  our  own  Souls. 

John  i.  12.  But  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gavek 
power  to  become  the/ons  of  Cod ;  even  to  tbem  that  Mi^f  ^ 
his  nam£. 


N 


O  foooer  is  the  foul  quickened  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  bat 
it  aofwers,  ia  fome  meafure,  the  end  of  God  ia  that 
work,  by  its  a^ive  reception  of  Jefus  Chrift^  in  the  iuayofhe- 
Heving  :  What  this  vital  aft  of  faith  is,  upon  which  fo  great  a 
weight  depends,  as  our  iotereft  in  Chrirt,  and  everlaAiog  blef- 
-fednefs,  this  fcripture  before  us  will  give  yoa  the  bed  account 
of;  wherein^  (omitting  the  confideration  of  the  coherence  and  ^ 
context  of  the  words)  we  have  three  things  to  ponder. 
;  Firjl^  The  high  and  glorious  ptiviiege  conferred,  viz.  *'  Pow 
**  cr  to  become  the  fons  of  God.'* 

Secondly,  The  fubjeft  of  this  privilege  defcribed,  **  As  many 
"  «s  received  him.** 

Thirdly y  The  defcription  explained,  by  way  of  oppofitioa, 
**  even  as  iQ^ny  as  believe  on  his  name/' 

hrji.  The  privilege  conferred  is  a  very  high  and  glorious 
one,  than  which  no  created  being  is  capable  of  greater ;  "  power 
:^*  to  become  the  fons  of  God  :*'  This  word  f|wri«ev  is  of  large 
esUent  and  figoification,  and  is,  by  fome,  rendered  **  this^Hghtt 
**  by  others  this  dignity,  by  others  this  prerogative,  this  pri- 
••*  vi/ege  or  honour:**  -It  implies  a  title  or  right  to  adoptim^  not 
only  with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  benefits  of  it  in  thii  life,  but  | 
alfo  to  that  bleffed  inheritance  which  is  laid  up  ia  heaven  for  the  | 
ions  of  God.     And  fo  Grotlus  rightly  expounds  it  ofourrow^- 
mate  foAfhip,  cpnfifting  in  the  aftual  enjoyment  of  blefTedDefs,  | 
as  well  as  that  which  is  inchoate :  not  only  a  right  to  pardoD,  fa* , 
vbur  and  acceptance  now,  but  to  heaven,  and  the  full  enjoy-; 
ment  of  God  hereafter.     O  what  an  honour,  dignity,  and  pri- 
vilege is  this ! 


* 


Bezft,  hoc  jus :  Pifcator,  hanc  dignitatem.  Lightfoot,  fra^ 
rogativam.  Heinlius,  privilegium  ;  nee  multo  aliter  voce  i^wm 
Hellenijla  ufi  videntur  cum  Chalddeorum  JQ^^jJ  exprejerunt, 
Heiof, 
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Secondly^  The  fubrjeas  of  this  privilege  arc  defcrlbed :  "  As 
"  teaoy  as  received  him."  This  text  defcribes  them  by  that 
Very  grzcei/aith,  which  gives  them  their  title  and  right  to  Chrid 
and  his  benefits  ;  and  by  that  very  aA  of  faith,  Ivhich  primarily 
confers  their  right  to  his  perfoo,  and  fecoodarily  to  his  benefits, 
viz,  receiving  hin^ :  there  be  many  graces  befides  faith,  but 
£utb  only  is  the  grace  that  gives  bs  right  to  Chrift ;  and  therje 
be  maoy  afts  of  faith  beiides  receiving,  but  this  receiving  or  cm* 
braeiflg  of  GhrifV,  is  the  juAifying  and  faving  aA :  **  As  many  as 
"  received  htm»"  {j^^*  ^  ViMfi^p  «yTOy  J  as  many,  be  they  of  any 
patioD^  fex,  age,  or  condition.  For  '*  there  is  neither  Greek, 
*' dor  Jew,  circomcifion,  nor  uncircumcifion.  Barbarian,  Scy* 
"  tbian,  bond  or  free :  but  Chrift  is  all,  and  in  at},''  CoL 
iii.  II.  *        . 

Nothing  bot  onbelief  bars  men  from  ChriA  and  his  benefittt 

As  many  as  [received  f  him:']  the  word  ftgnifies  ''  to  accept, 

"  take,"  or,  (as  we  fitly  render),  to  receive,  afTume*  or  take  t6 

us,  a  word  moft  aptly  ^xpreifing  the  nature  and  office  of  faith, 

yea,  the  very  juAifying  and  faving  ad :  and  we  are  alfo  heed- 

foUy  to  note  its  fpfcial  object,  iXj^ov  uwf :  The  text  faith  not 

«^«i  his\  but  «tfT«y,  him,  i.  r.  his  perfon,  as  he  is  clothed  with 

bis  offices,  and  not  only  his  benefits  and  privileges.    Thefe  aro 

fecondary,    and  confequential  things   to  our  reeeving  him  %* 

So  that  it  is  a  receiving,  afTuming,  or  accepting  the  L^rd  Jefus 

ChriA^  which  muA  have  refpedt  to  the  tenders  and  propoials  of 

I  the  goTpel,  *'  for  therein  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed 

\  **  ftom  faith  to  faith,"  Rom.  i.  ^y.  therein  is  Jefus  ChriAre* 

\  vealed^  propoied,  and  offered  unto  fmners,  as  the  only  way  of 

I  juilification  and  ialvation ;   which   gofpel-offer,  as  before  was 

I  opened,  is  therefore  ordinarily  neceflary  to  believing,  Rom.  Xt 

;  H,  12,  13,  ifc. 

>  Thirdly,  This  defcription  is  yet  further  explained,  by  tkU 
additional  exegetical  claufe,  [even  t&  them  that  betieve  m  his 
nom^]  /  here  the  terms  are  varied,  though  the  things  exprefTed  in 
both  be  the  feme;  what  he  called  receiving  there,  is  called 
beheTfing  en  his  name  here,  to  (hew  us  that  the  very  cffencc  of 
i^ving  faith,  confiAs  in  our  receiving  of  ChriA.    By  his  name^ 

D  d  2 

t  AdiAtnti^  and  wu^ecXetfjifictfitf,  both  fignify  to  receive^ 
i  The  gofpd  offer  is  God *s  ad,  made  by  meaas  of  the  word :  aC'- 
cepunce  is  roan*s  ad  ;  yet  fo,  as  it  is  alfo  the  gift  of  God  ;  for  a 
mao  cannot  receife  the  Mediator,  unleis  faith,  which  is  the  inAru- 
I   mcot  of  tins  acccjptaocc,  be  given  him  by  Go4 .  . ,     . 
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wc  arc  to  undcrftand  Chrift  himrelf :  it  is  ufual  to  take  theft 
two,  bclicTiogla  him,  and  believing  in  his  name,  as  terms  con- 
vertible, and  of  the  fame  importance,  llty^  1D1!7  l^^H  CT, 
Jpfe  eft  nomen  fuum,  et  ncmen  ejus  ipfe  eji  *  ;  His  name  is  Him- 
fclf,  and  himfelf  is  his  name.  So  that  here  we  have  Ae  true 
nature,  and  precious  benefits,  of  favrng  faith,  excellently  ex- 
preflcd  in  this  fcriptnre ;  thfc  fum  of  which  take  in  this  pro- 
pofition : 

Doft;  That  the  receiving  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  is  fhatfav- 
tng  and  vital  aff  o/faith,  which  gives  the  foul  right  botk  to 
his  per/an  and  benefits. 

We  cannot  aft  fpiritually,  till' we  begin  tolivc  fpiritpally: 
Therefore  the  fpirit  of  Rfe  moft  firft  join  himfelf  to  us,  in  his 
qnickening  work,  (as  was  (hewn  you  in  the  laft  fermon),  which 
being  done,  we  begin  to  aft  fpiritually,  by  taking  hold  upon, 
or  receiving  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is  the  thing  defigned  to  be  o- 
pened  in  this  fermon. 

The  fout  is  the  life  of  the  body,  faith  is  the  life  of  the  foul, 
and  Chrift  is  the  life  of  faith.     There  are  feveral  forts  of  faith, 
befides  faving  faith,  and  in  (aving  faith  tjiere  are  feveral  afc, 
bcfides  the  juftifying  or  (aving  aft ;  but  this  receiving  aft,  which 
is  to  be  our  fubjeft  this  day,  is  thaf  upon  which  both  aur  ri^- 
tcoufnefs  and  eternal  happinefs  do  depend.     **  This,  as  a/?m, 
**  differences  iaving  faith  from  all  other  kinds   or  forts  of 
*'  &ith  t ;"  by  this  it  is  that  we  are  juftified  and  faved.     "  To  j 
**  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  j 
••  the  fons  of  God  :"  yet  it  doth  not  juftify  and  fave  us  by  rea-  ^ 
fon  of  any  proper  dignity  that  is  found  in  this  aft,  but  by  rea-  , 
fon  of  the  objeft  it  receives  or  apprehends.     The  fame  thing  is 
often  exprefled  in  fcriptnre  by  other  terms,  as  **  Coming  to 
"  Chrift,"  Johnvi.  35.  Trnfiing  or  flaying  \\pon  ChriA^  lfa.l. 
.-^o.     But  Whatever  is  tbuiid  in  thofc  expreffions,  it  is  all  com- 
prehended in  this,  as  will  appear  hereafter.    Nowi  the  method 
into  which  I  Ihall  caft  my  difcourfe  on  this  fubjeft,  that  I  may 
handle  it  with  as  much  perfpicuity  and  profit  as  I  can,  (hall  be, 

Firft,  To  explain  and  open  the  nature  of  this  receiving  of 
Chrift,  and  (hew  yoi|  what  it  includes. 

Secondly y  To  prove,  that  this  is  the  juftifying  and  fkviBg  aft 
offakh. 

♦  Drufius.  '  ^  - 

f  F4rma  tel  alifuid finrnit  analogum  ponitur  differentuee  Uc^* 
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'     Thirdly,  To  flicw  you  tbe  excellenqr  of  this  aft  of  faith, 
Fourtify.  To  remove  fome  miflakesr,  and  give  you  the  troe 

account  of  tbe  dignity  and  excellency  of  this  z&, 
Fijthfy,  Aod  then  bring  home  all,  in  a  proper  and  clofc  ap* 

plicaticm. 
Firfi,  In  the  fird  place  then,  I  ^ill  endeavour  to  explain  and 

oped  the  oatnre  of  this  receiving  of  ChriA,  and  ihew  yoa  what 

is  implied  in  it. 

Add,  indeed,  it  involves  many  deep  myfteries,  and  things  of 
gpeateli  weight.  People  are  generally  very  ignorant  and  un- 
acquainted with  the  importance  of  this  exprefTion,  they  have 
very  flight  thoughts  of  faith,  who  never  paffed  under  the  iliu- 
mJaating,  convincing,  and  humbling  work  of  the  Spirit :  but 
we  (halt  find,  that  laving  faith  is  quite  another  thing,  and  dif- 
fers In  its  whole  kind  and  nature  from  that  traditional  faith, 
and  common  aiTent,  which  is  (o  fatally  miilaken  for  it  in  the 
world  $.  .        ^ 

For,  Firft,  It  is  evident,  that  no  maacan  receive  Jefus  Chrift 
iu  the  darkneis  of  natural  ignorance  : '  we  muii  underfland  and 
difcern  who  and  what  be  is,  whom  we  receive  to  be  tJje  Lord 
our  right emifii0fs.  If  we  know  not  his  pedbn,  and  his  offices, 
^  do  not  take,  but  miftake  Chrift.  It  is  a  g6od  rule  in  the 
civil  law,  Nonc^n/entit  fuin»n/entit :  A  miltake  of  the  perfoQ 
invalidates  the  match.  He  that  takes  Chrift  for  a  mere  man, 
or  denies  the  fatisfa^iou  of  his  blood,  or  divefts  him  of  his  hu« 
i&an  nature,  or  denies  any  of  his  mofi  glorious  and  neceflary  of- 

X  There  ar^  dtyers  other  expreiEons  by  which  the  nature  of  fav- 
ing  fatch  is  expref&d  in  (cripture,  viz,  £ating  CbrifFs  fle(h,  and 
drinkiog  his  blood,  John  vt.  40.  Coming  to  Chrift,  Mat«  xi.  28. 
Haviog  the  Son,  i  John  v.  12.  Trufting  or  depeuding  upon  him, 
for  which  the  Hebrew  ufes  three  eraphatical  words,  nOH  TON  and 
rOn.  The  firft  fignifies  a  firm  and  Aable  truft.  The  fccond,  to 
Jean  or  depend  with  fecurity.  The  third,  to  becake  one's  felf  to  a 
faodhiary  for  a  prote^ion.  All  which  is  fuppofed  or  included  in 
our  receiving  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  in  eating  and  drinking  we 
muft  receive  meat  and  drink  ;  coAiing  to  Chrift  is  neceffarily  fuppof- 
ed in  receiving  him,  for  there  is  no  receiving  at  a  diftdncCi  Having 
the  Son,  and  receiving  him,  are  notions  of  the  fame  imf^ortance ; 
and  for  trufting,  relying  with  fecurity,  and  betaking  ourfelves  to 
Chrift  for  refuge,  they  are  all  involved  in  the  receiving  a<ft ;  for  at 
God  oiFers  hirn  to  us  as  the  only  prop  of  our  hearts  and  hopes,  lb 
we  leceive  him  to  rely  upon  him:  And  as  he  is  held  forth  in  the 
gofpel  as  tbe  only  Afyluviy  or  city  of  refuge,  fo  we  take  or  receive 
him,  and  accordingly  betake  our  fouls  to.him  for  refuge. 
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fices^  let  them  cry  up  as  high  as  they  wiU  his  fpiritualk;,  ^o* 
ry,  aiid  exemplary  life  and  death,  they  caa  never  receive  }e(us 
Chrift  aright :  This  is  fach  a  crack,  fuch  a  flaw,  io  the  ^vf, 
foandatioQ  o£  faith,  as  UDdoes  aad  deftroys  all.    Ignorantu  nm 
eft  confenfus :  All  faving  faith  is  fouaded  in  light  and  kaowkdgei 
aod  therefore  it  is  callod  kacwledge,  Hsl,  liu»  1 1. ;  zvA/iemg  is 
snfeparably  coooeded  with  helUvingj  Jc4ia  vi.  40.    Men  maft 
bear  aod  leara  of  the  Father,  before  they  caa  come  to  Chrtft, 
Joha  vi.  45.    The  receiving  a£t  of  fsuth  is  direded  and  gtuded 
by  knowledge.    I  will  not  prd  ame  to  ftate  the  degree  of  koov* 
ledge,  which  is  abfoiutely  oeceiTary  to  the  reception  of  Chrtft*, 
I  know  the  firft  aAii^s  of  faith  are,  in  moftChriftians,  acctxa* 
paoiedwith  much  darknefs  and  confafion  of  under ftandiog: 
bat  yet  we  maft  fay  in  the  general,,  that  wherever  faith  is,  theie 
is  h  much  light  as  is  fufficient  to  difcover  to  the  fool,  ite  owa 
fins,  dangers  aod  waots^;  and  the  aU-^fuffidency,  fuitabkoeis, 
and  ueceility  of  Chrift,  for  the  fopply  and  remedy  of  adi;  and 
withoiit  this,  Chrift  cannot  be  received.    "  Come  onto  me,  a\\ 
*'  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  reft/' 
Mat.  xi,.  28. 

Secondly^  The  rpceiviog  Chrift  neceflarily  implies  the  af- 
lent  of  the  nnderfianding  of  the  truths  of  ChrifV  revealed  in  the 
gofpel,  viz.  his  perfoo,  natures,  offices,  his  incar nation,  death, 
and  fatisfadipn ;  which  aftfent,  though  it  be  not  in  itfeif  faving 
faith,  yet  is  it  the  foundation  and  ground- work  of  it ;  it  being 
impoflible  the  foul  ftiould  receive  and  fiducially  embraoe,  what 
the  mind  doth  not  allent  unto  as  true  and  infallibly  certain  |. 
Now,  there  are  three  degrees  of  aile.nt. ;  cotijiShsre,  i»/>inum,  and 
M(f.  Canje^me  is  but  alight  and  weak  inclroation  to  ^at 
to  tlie  thing  propounded,  by  rea&n  of  the  weighty  ob^e£li6iis 
that  lie  againft  it.  Opinion  is  a  more  fleady  and  fixed  aflent, 
when  a  roan  is  alroofr  certain,  though  yet  fome  fear  of  the  con- 
trary remains  with  bim^  Belief  is  a  more  full  and  aflured  af- 
fent  to  the  truth ;  to  which  the  mind  may  be  brought  four 
ways. 

^^rflt  By  the  perfect  intelligence  of  fenfc,  not  hindered  or 
deceived.  So  I  believe  the  truth  of  thefe  propofitians.  Fire  is 
hot,  water  nooifl,  hooey  is  fweet,  gall  is  bitter. 

Secondly f  By  the  native  clearnefs  of  felf-evidencing  principles, 
.go  I  believe  the  truth  of  thefe  propofitions.  The  whole  is  more 
than  a  part ;  the  caufe  is  before  the  efFeft. 

Thirdfyj  By  diicoorfe,  and  racioaal  dcdudion.    So  I  bcl^V9 

I  See  Dr.  ^dater,  on  Rom«  iv.  3. 
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rbe  truth  of  this  propofition,  Where  all  the  parts  of  a  thmg  are, 
there  is  the  whohe. 

Fourthly,  By  infallible  teftimony/  >»hen  any  thing  is  witnef- 

fed  or  Verted,  by  one  whofe  truth  is  unquefiionable  *.     And 

of  this  fort  is  the  aflent  of  faith ;  which  is  therefore  called  our 

receiving  the  witnefs  of  God,   1  John  v.  9.  onr  fettiog  to  oar 

fell  that  God  is  true,  John  iii.  33.     This  pri$na  Veritas,  divine 

verity,  is  the  very  formal  objeft  of  faith  :  into  this  we  refolve 

oor  faith.     Thus  faith  the  Lord,  is  that  firm  foundation  upon 

whidi  oar  afleot  is  bnilt.     And  thus  we  fee  good  reafon  to  be- 

^  lieve  thofe  profouild  myfteries  of  the  incarnation  of  ChrifV ;  the 

bypoftatical  union  of  the  twa  natures  in  his  wonderful  peribn  ; 

the  myftical  unioa  of  Chrlft  and  believers ;  though  we  cannot 

underihnd  thefe  things,  by  reafon  of  the  darknefs  of  our  minds. 

It  fatisfics  the  foul  to  find  thefe  myfteries  in  the  written  word  ; 

upoQ^that  foundation  it  firmly  builds  its  ailent;  and  without  fuch 

aa  aflfcnt  of  faith,  there  can  be  no  embracing  of  Chrid :  all  af^s 

of  faith  and  religion,  withodt  aflent,  are  but  as  fo  many  arrows 

fhot  at  random  into  the  open  air,  they  fignify  nothing  for  wane 

of  a  fixed  determinate  objcft. 

It  is  therefore  the  policy  of  Satan,  by  injecting  or  fomenting 
atheiftical  thoughts,  (with  which  young  converts  ufe  to  find 
themrelves  greatly  infefted)  to  undermine  and  deftroy  the  whole 
>  work  of  faith .  But  God  makes  his  people  victorious  over  them  : 
yea,  and  even  at  that  time  they  do  afTcnt  to  the  truths  of  the. 
,  word,  when  they  think  they  do  not :  As  appears  by  t)ieir  len^ 
dernefs  and  fear  of  fm,  their  diligence  and  /care  of  duty.  If  I 
difcern  thefe  things  in  a  Chriftian's  life,  he  mufl  excufe  me  if  I 
believe  htm  not,  when  he  faith  he  doth  not  aflcut  to  the  truths 
of  the  gofpel. 

Thirdly,  Our  receiving  Chrift  neceflarily  implies  our  hearty 
approbation,  liking,  and  eftimation ;  yea,  the  acquieicence  of 
our  very  fouls  in  Jefos  Chrfft,  as  the  mod  excellent,  fuiiable, 
and  complete  remedy  for  all  our  wants,  fins  and  dangers,  that 
ever  coi^ld  be  prepared  by  the  wifdom  and  love  of  Cod  for  us : 
We  muft  receive  him  with  fuch.  a  frame  of  heart  as  reds  upoo^ 

*  It  is  not  becoming,  that  God,  when  he  would  fpeak  to  men, 
fiionld  confirm  his  words  with  arguments,  as  if  other  wife  he  was  noc 
to  be  believed ;  but,  as  becomes  himfelf,  he  fpeaks  as  the  fuprerae 
Judge  of  all  things,  whofe  (prerogative)  it  is,  not  to  argue,  but  to 
pVoDOunce  what  is  truth,  isc  La£ian,  defalfa  religione,  /.  {mihi') 
179.  Faith  fails,  where  the  divine  authority  of  the  fcripture  is 
WaotiDg.  . 
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and  trufts  in  him,  if  ever  we  receive  him  aright ;  "  To  them 
•*  that  believe  he  is  precious,"  i  Pet.  ii.  7.  This  is  the  only 
fovcreign  piaifter  ia  ail  the  world  that  is  large  enough,  and  ef- 
ficacious enough,  to  cure  our  wounds :  And  therefore  as  Chrift 
is  moi\  highly  efteeraed,  and  heartily  approved,  as  Ae  only  re- 
medy for  our  fouls ;  fo  the  fovereiga  grace  and  wifdom  of  God 
are  admired,  and  the  way  and  method  he  hath  takea  to  fave 
poor  fouls,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  moft  heartily  approved,  as  the 
moft  apt  and  excellent  method,  both  for  his  glory,  and  our 
good,  that  ever  could  be  taken  :  For  it  is  a  plain  cafe,  that  none 
Will  efpoufe  themfelves  with  conjugal  afFeAions,  to  that  perfoa 
whom  they  efteem  not  as  the  bcft  for  them  that  can  be  chofen : 
None  will  forfake  and  quit  all  for  his  fake,  except  they  ac- 
count him  as  ihc  fpoufe  did,  "  The  chicfeft  of  ten  thoufand." 

There  are  two  things  in  Chrift,  which  muft  gain  the  grcateft 
approbation  in  the  foul  of  a  poor,  convinced  fioaer^  aod  biiag 
it  to  reft  upon  Jefus  Chrift. 

Firft,  That  it  can  find  nothing  in  Chrift  that  is  diftaftful,  or 
tinfultable  to  it,  as  it  dorh^experlmentally  find  in  the  beft  crea- 
tures. In  him  is  no  weaknejfs,  but  a  fuinefs  of  all  faving  abili' 
ties ;  "  Able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft :"  No  pride^  caufing  him 
tofcorn  and  contemn  the  moft  wretched  fcM?l  that  comes  to  him; 
No  inconftancy  or  levity,  to  caufe  him  to  caft  oiFthc  foul,  whom 
he  hath  once  received :  Ho  paj/ionbniz  Lamb  for  meeknefs  and 
patience :  There  is  no  fpot  tp  be  found  in  him,  but  *'  He  is  alto- 
"  gether  lovely,"  Cant.  V.  16. 

Secondly^  As  the  believer  can  find  nothing  in  Chrift  that  is. 
diftaftful,  (6  it  finds  iiothing  wanting  in  Chrift  that  is  ncceflary, 
or  defireable :  Such  is  the  fuinefs  of  wifdom,  rightcoufneis, 
fan^ification,  and  redemption,  that  is  in  Chrift,  that  nothing 
is  left  to  defire,  but  the  full  enjoyment  of  him.  O  faith  the 
foni,  how  completely  happy  fhall  I  be,  if  I  can  but  win 
Chrift !  I  would  not  env^  the  nobles  of  the  earth,  were  I  but  in 
Chrift.  I  am  hungry,  and  athirft,  and  Chrift  is  meat  indeed, 
and  drink  indeed ;  this  is  the  beft  thing  in  all  the  world  for  me, 
becaufe  {o  neceflary,  and  fo  fuitable,  to  the  needs  of  a  foul 
ready  to  peri(h.  I  am  a  law-condemned,  and  a  felf-condemned 
/inner;  trembling  for  fear  of  the  execution  of  the  curfe  upon 
me  every  moment;  in  Chrift  is  complete  righteoufnefs  tojiifti- 
fy  my  foul ;  O  there  is  nothing  better  for  me  than  Chrift.  I  fee 
myfelf  plunged  both  in  nature  aod  praftice,  into  the  odious  pol- 
lutions of  fin,  and  in  Chrift  is  a  fountain  opened  for  fin  and  for 
uncleannefs :  His  blood  is  a  fountain  of  merits  his  fpirit  is  a 
fountain  of  holinefs  and  purity:  None  but  Chrift,  no&e  but 
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Qy\&,  0  the  jnanifold  wifdom,  and  ualearchable  love  of 
Q(A^  XQ  prepare,  and  furniih  fuch  aChrid,  (b  fully  anfwering  all 
the  needs,  ail  the  diilreflTes,  all  the  fears  and  burdens  of  a  poor 
iinner !  Thus  the  believing  foul  approves  of  Chrift  as  beft 
for  it.  And  thus  in  believiug,  it  gives  glory  to  God,  Rom.  iv. 
21, 

Fourthly,  Receiving  Chrift  confifts  in  the  confent  and  choice  of 
the  will;  and  this  is  thq  opening  of  the  heart  and  ftretching. 
forth  of  the  foul  to  receive  him :  **  Thy  people  Ihall  be  willing 
"  day  of  thy  power,"  Pfal.  ex.  3. 

It  is  the  great  defign,  and  main  (cope  of  the  gpfpel,  to  work 
over  the  wills  of  poor  iinners  to  this :  And  this  was  the  great 
complaint  of  Chrift  agaiuft  the  incredulous  Jews,  John  v.  40. 
*'  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  life." 

It  is  difputed  by  fome,  whether  faith  can  be  feated  in  two 
diflindt  faculties,  as  we  feem  to  place  it,  when  we  fay  it  in- 
volves both  the  approbation  .of  the  judgment^  and  the  confent 
of  the  iviiL  I  will  not  here  intangle  my  difcourfe  with  that 
fraltlefs  difpute.  I  am  of  the  fame  judgment  with  thofe  divines^ 
that  think  faith  cannot  be  cxprefTed  fully  by  any  one  iingle 
habit,  or  aft  of  the  mind  or  will  diftin£lly,  for  that, (as  *  one 
well  notes)  there  are  fuch  defcriptions  given  of  it  in  fcripture^ 
fuch  things  are  propofed  as  the  oh]c(\  of  it,  and  fuch  is  the  ex- 
perience of  all  that '  fincerely  believe;,  as  no  one  iingle  aA,  ei- 
ther of  the  mind  or  will,  can  anfwer  unto :  Nor  do  I  fee  any 
thing  repugnant  xofcripture  or  phihfophy  if  we  place  It  in  both 
faculdes.  Confent  (faith  fVafquez)  feems  to  denote  .the  con- 
coorfe  of  the  will  with  the  underftanding;  but  to  leave  that,  ic 
is  moft  certain  thefaving,  juftifying  a6l  of  faith  lies  principally 
ia  the  confent  of  the  will,  which  confent  is  the  effeA  of  the  AU 
mighty  Power  of  God,  £ph.  i.  iq»  He  allures  and  draws  the 
>viil  to  Chrift,  and  he  (h-aws  with  the  cords  of  a  man,  (i.  e.)  he^ 
prevails  with  it  by  rational  arguments :  For  the  foul  bcipg  pre- 
pared by  cooviAions  of  its  loft  and  miferable  eftate  by  fin,  and 
that  there  is  but  one  door  of  hope  open  to  it  ^  for  an  efcape  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  that  is  Chrift ;  being*  alfofatisfied  of  the 

.    *  Dr.  Owen  in  his  doArine  of  Juftlfication,  p.  135. 

t  Confent  fcems  to  denote  the  concurreace  of  the  will  with  the 
anderftandiog^  by  reliihing  the  fame  thing  which  the  underftanding 
doth  perceive,  12.  J^  15.  /r.  i.     Fahh  is  not  a  fimple  adl,  but  con- 
fills  of  diverfe  parts,  knowledge,  afTent,  and  truft,  which  do  not  all  / 
belong  to  the  fame  faculty.     WcndeL  Tbeoi  /•  450. 

Vol.  II.  E  c 
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fulnefs,  and  complctcnefs  of  his  faving  ability,  and  ofhiswiUmg* 
Dcfs  to  make  it  over  for  oar  falvation,  opon  fuch  jufi  and  equal 
terms ;  this  cannot  bot  prevail  with  the  will  of  a  poor  diftrtlTcd 
fiaocr,  !o  coafent,  and  choofe  hin). 

Fifthly  and  Laftly,  The  laft,  and  principle  thing  Included  in 
our  receiving  of  Chrift,  is  the  refpe6l  that  this  aft  of  accepiaoct 
hath,  unto  the  terms  upon  which  Chrift  is  tendered  to  us  in  the 
gofpel  t,  to  which  it  is  moft  agreeable,  i  Cor.  xv.  1 1.  "  So  we 
*•  preach,  and  fo  ye  believed  :'*  Faith  anfwers  the  gofpel-offer, 
as  the  imprefs  upon  the  wax  dotb  the  engraving  in  ^tfeai;  and. 
this  is  of  principal  confideration,  for  there  is  no  receiving  Chrift 
upon  any  other  terms  but  his  own,  propoftd  in  the  gofpel  to 
.  us :  He  will  never  come  lower,  nor  make  them  eafier  than  they, 
are,  for  any  man's  fake  in  the  world ;  we  muft  either  receive 
him  upon  thefe,  or  part  with  him  for  ever  as  thoufands  do,  who 
could  be  content  to  agree  to  fomc  articles,  but  rather  choofe  to 
be  damned  for  ever,  than  fubmit  to  all :  This  is  the  great  con- 
troverfy  betwixt  Chrift  and  fmners;  upon  this,  many  thoo- 
fands  fcrcak  off  the  treaty,  and  part  with  Chrift,  bccaufe  he  will 
not  come  to  thtir  terms ;  but  every  true  believer  receives  him  up- 
on his  own,  (r.  e.)  their  acceptance  of  him  by  faith,  is  in  all  things 
confentaneous  to  the  overtures  made  of  him  in  the  written  word. 
So  he  tenders  himfelf,  and  fo  they  receive  him  j  as  will  be  cvi- 
dent/m  the  following  particulars. 

Firjl^  The  gofpel  <^rs  Chrift  to  nsjtncerely  and  really,  and 
fo  the  true  believer  receives  and  accepts  him ;  even  with  zfdii 
/unfeigned :  i  Tim.  i.  5.  If  ever  the  foul  be  ferious  and  in  ear- 
neft  in  any  thing,  it  is  fo  in  this :  Can  we  fuppofe  the  heart  of 
him  that  flies  fo^  his  life  to  the  refuge'city,  to  be  ferious  andlo 
<arneft,  toefcape  by  flight  the  ^i/^w^^r^^/oorf  who  purfues  him? 
Then  is  the  heart  of  a  convinced  finner  ferious  in  this  nnatter; 
for  under  that  notion  is  the  work  of  faith  prefented  to  us,  Heb.  j 
vi.  18.  .         I 

Secondly^  Chrift  is  offered  to  us  iq  the  gofpel  entirely  and  tw 
dividedly,  as  cloathcd  with  all  his  offices,  j>rieftly,  prophetical, 
and  regal ;  as  Chrift  Jfefus  the  Lord,  Afts  xvi,  31.  andfo  the  true 
believer  receives  him  t  The  hypocrite,  like  the  harlot^  is  for  divid- 
ing, but  the  fincerc  believer  finds  the  need  he  hath  of  every  office 
of  Chrift,  and  knows  not  how  to  want  any  thing  that  is  in  him. 

J  Rom.  IV.  1 7.  vvrnKtio'eert  h  f«  x»fS^I»?  «;  •»  ^ropfSw^vrJ  Tt;?r«»  J»" 
&>;c»?f  •  The  will  like  melted  metal,  is  delivered  into  the  gofpel- 
mould,  where  it  receives  the  fame  ^rm  and  f  gure  that  the  fuoM 
gives. 
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'    His  igoocaoce  mak^s  him  oeceflkry  and  defireable  to  him  as  a* 
prophet :  His  guilt  makes  him  neceflary  as  a  prieft :  His  ftiong 
and  powerful  iuils  aad  corruptions  make  him  neceflWy  as  a  Mngj 
and  iQ  troth  he  fees  not  any  thing  in  Chrift  that  he  can  fpare  7 
he  needs  all  that  is  ill  Chriil»  and  admires  infinite  wifdom;  in  no- 
thiDg,morc,  than  the  invefting  Chrift  with  all  thefe  offices,  which; 
sTcfofult&i  to  the  poor  linner's  wants  and  mifaies.     Look,  as 
the  three  offices  are  undivided  in  Chrift,  fo  they  are  in  the  beli- 
ever's acceptance;  stoi  before  this  trial  no  hypocrite  cslU  ftaod ; 
for  all  hypocrites  rejefb  and  quarrel  with  fonauething  in  Chrift;. 
the;  like  bis  pardon  better  than  his  government.     They  call  him,, 
indeed,  Lord  and  Nfafter,  but  it  is  but  an  empty  title  they  beftow^ 
upon  him ;  for  let  them  afk  their  own  hearts,  if  Chrift  be  Lord^ 
over  their  thoughts ,  as  well  as  words :  over  their  yjrcr/^,  as  welt 
ssopm  aftions ;  over  their  dtrhng  lufts^  as  welt  as  others  ;  let 
them  alkj  who  will  appear  to  be  Lord  and  Mafter  over  them^ 
vhea  Chrift  and  the  world  come  in  coinpetition  ?  When  the' 
pleafores  of  On  ftiail  ftadd  upon  one  fide,  and  fuSerings  to  death, 
'  and  deepeft  points  of  felf-denial,  upon  the  other  fide  ?  Surely  it 
is  the  greateft  affront,  that  can  be  offered  to  the  divine  Wifdom- 
and  Goodnefs,  to  ieparate  in  our  acceptance,  what  is'  (o  united 
in  Chrift,  for  our  falvation  and  happinefs.    As  without  any  one 
of  thcfc  offices,  the^work  of  our  falvation  could  not  be  complet- 
ed, fo  without  acceptance  of  Chrift  in  thea^  all,  our  union  with 
them  by  faith  cannot  bp  completed. 

The  go(pel-ofter  of  Chrift  includes  all  his  ofSces,  and  gofpcl*^ 
&itb  juft  fo  receives  him ;  to  fubmit  to  him^  as  well  as  to  be> 
redeemed  by  him  ;  to  imitate  him  in  the  holinefs  of  his  life,  ^ 
well  as  to  reap  the  purchafes.  and  fruits  of  his  di^th^  It  mull 
be  an  entire  receiving  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  j|. 

Thirdly t  Chrift  is  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpd  exclufivefy,  as 
the  afoae  and  only  Saviour  of  fmners^;  with  whafc  blood  and. 
interceffioQ  nothing  is  to  be  mixed  ;  but  the  foul  of  a  fioaer  x^^ 
/fagjy  10  rely,  and  dependon  him,  and  no  other,  Afts  iv.  2.  i  Cor. 
Si  If.  and  io  faith  receives  him,  Pfal.  Ixxi.  16.  **  I  will  make 
**  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs,.  even  of  thine  only.*-  Phil.  iii.  9. 
"  And  be  found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  righteoulheis,. 
"  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of 

Ee  a 

I  K  man  may  as  lawfully  joio  faints  tir  angels  in  His  mediation  \i'ith' 
Chrift^  as  graces.  It  is  grofs  idolatry  tp  make  the  works  of  God  a* 
God,  and  it  is  but  a  morefubtle  idolatry  to  make  the  works  of  Chrift, 
a  Chrift.     Burgefs  de  Lags.. 
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"  Chrift  :'•  To  depend  pardy  upon  Chrift's  righteotfncfs,  and 
partly  upon  our  own,  is  to  fet  one  foot  upon  a ,  rock,  aod  the 
ocber  in  d  quick-fand ;  either  ChriA  will  be  to  us  all  in  a)l» 
or  nothing  at  all,  in  point  of  righteoufnefs  and  falvatioo;  he 
afifeAs  not  focial  honour ;  as  he  did  the  whole  work^  fo  he  ex- 
pedis  the  fole  prai/e;  if  he  be  not  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft, 
vhy  do  we  depend  upon  him  at  all  ?  and  if  he  be>  why  do  we 
lean  upon  any  befidehim? 

Fourthfy^  The  gofpcl  offers  Chrift  freely  to  finners  as  the 
g^t,  not  thcfale  of  God^  John  iv.  lo.  Ifa.  Iv.  i.  Rev.  xxii.  17. 
and  even  fo  faith  receives  him.     The  bdiever  comes  to  Cbnft 
with  2,fi  empty  hand,  not  only  as  an  undeferving,  but  as  an 
hell-deferving  /inner  ;  he  comes  to  Chrift  as  to  one  that  juAifids 
the  ungodly,  Rom.  ir.  5.     ♦*  Unto  him  that  worketh  not,  but 
''  believetb  in  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  oount- 
*^  cd  for  righteoufnefs  :*'  Where  by  him  that  worketh  not,  he 
means  a  convinced,  humbled  fmner,  who  finds  himfeif  utterly 
unable  to  do  the  tafk  the  law  fcts  him,  (i .  e,)  perfedlly  to  obe; 
it ;  and  1  therefore  in  a  law  feaie  is  faid  not  to  work  ;  for  it  is 
all  one  as  to  the  intent  and  purpofe  of  the  law,   not  to  work, 
and  not  to  work  perfeAIy :  This  be  is  convinced  of,  and  there- 
fore comes  to  Chrift  as  one  that  is  in  himfeif  ungodly,  acknow- 
ledging the  righteoufnefs,  by  which  alone  he  can  ftand  before 
God,  is  in  Chrift,  and  not  in  himfeif,  in  whole,  or  in  part;  and 
by  the  way,  let  this  encourage  poor  fouls  that  are  feared  and 
daunted  for  want  of  due  qualifications,  from  clofing  with  and 
embracing  Chrift  ;  There  is  nothing  qualifies  any  man  for  Chrift 
Inore  than  a  fenfe  of  his  unworthinefs  of  him,  and  the  want  of 
all  excellencies  or  ornaments,  that  may  commend  him  to  divine 
acceptance. 

,  l^ifthly.  The  gofpel  offers  Chrift  orderly  to  finners^  firft  his 
ferfon,  then  his  privileges.  God  firft  gives  his  Son,  and  then 
with  him»  or  as  ;^confequent  of  that,  gift,  he  gives  us  all  chings, 
Rom.  yiii,  32.  In  the  fame  order  muft  our  faith  receive  him. 
The  believer  doth  not  marry  the  portion  firft,  and  then  the  per- 
fon,  but  to  be  found  in  him  is  the  firft  and  great  care  of  a  be- 
liever.    • 

I  deny  not  but  it  is  lawful  for  any  to  have  an  eye  to  the  be- 
nefits of  Chrift.  Salvation  from  wrath  is,  and  lawfully  may 
be  intended  and  aimed  at :  "Look unto  me,  and  be  favcd  all  ye 
•*  ends  of  the  earth,"  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  Nor  do  I  deny  but  there  are 
iQany  poor  fouls,  who  being  in  deep  diftrefs  and  fear,  may,  and 
often  do,  lopk  moftly  to  Uieir  own  fafety  at  firft;  and 'that 
tb^re  i$  much  CQufufion,  as  well  io  the  adings  of  their  f^th^  as 
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10  their  condidcm  ;  bnc  fare  I  am,  it  is  the  proper  order  In  ,be» 
fae\^iflg,  £rlt  to  accept  the  periba  of  tiie  Lotd  JeAis :  Heaven  is 
DO  doubt  very  dedreable,  but  Chrill  is  more :  '*  Whom  have  1  ia 
"  heaven  bm  thee  V  Piai.  Ixxiii.  25,  Union  with  Chrift  is,  ia 
order  of  nature,  antecedent  to  the  communication  of  his  privi* 
leges,  therefore  fo  it  ought  to  be  in  the  order  and  method  ot  be- 
lieving. 

Sixthly y  Chrift  is  adv'tfedly  offered  ii)  the  gofpcl  to  iinners,  as 
thcfcibicof  God*s  ^ternal  couufel,  a  projeft  of  grace  upon  which 
his  heart  and  thoughts  have  been  mucli  let,  Zcch.  vi.  1 3.  The 
couniel  of  peace  was  betwixt  the  Father  and  Son.  And  fo  the 
i)eliever  receives  him,  mod  deliberately  weighing  the  matter  in  his 
mod  deep  and  ferious  thoughts ;  for  this  is  a  time  of  much  fcili'* 
citode  and  thoughtfulnefs.  The  Ibul's  efponlals  are  ads  of  j  udg- 
mcnt,  Hof.  ii.  19.  on  our  part,  as  well  as  on  God's :  We  are  there- 
fore bid  to  fit  down  and  count  the  coft,  Luke  xiv.  28.  Faith,  or 
the  aftual  receiving  of  Chrift,  is  the  refolt  of  many  previous  de- 
bates in  the  foul :  The  matter  hath  been  pondered  over  and  ever  : 
The  objedioQS  and  difcouragements,  both  from  the  felf-denying 
terms  of  the  gofpcl,  and  our  own  vilenefs  and^ieep  guilty  have 
been  ruminated,  and  lam  upon  our  hearts  day  and  night,  and 
after  all  things  have  been  balanced  in  the  moft  deep  confiderati- 
on,  the  foul  is  determined  to  this  conclufion,  1  muft  have  Chrift, 
be  the  terms  never  fo  hard,  be  my  fins  never  fo  great  and  many, 
I  will  yet  go  to  him,  and  venture  my  foul  upon  him ;  W  1  periih, 
Iperi(h.  I  have  thought,  out  all  my  thoughts,  and  this  is  the 
refalt,  union  with  Chrift  here,  or  feparation  from  God  for  eVer 
mad  be  my  lot. 

And  thus  doth  the  Lord  open  the  hearts  of  his  eleA,  and 
Win  the  confent  of  their  wills  to  receive  Jelus  Chrift  upon  the 
deepeft  confideration,  and  debate  of  the  matter  in  their  own^ 
moft  folemo  thoughts  :  They  underfland  and  know,  that  they 
muft  deeply  deny  themfelves,  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  him, 
Matth.  xvi.  24.  renounce  not  only  finful,  but  religious  fe\i ; 
thefe  are  hard  and  difficult  things,  but  yet  the  neceflity  andtrx- 
ccllei?cy  of  Chrift  make  them  appear  eligible,  and  rational ;  ^y 
all  which  you  fee  faith  is  another  ihiuj?  than  what  the  found  of 
that  word  (as  it  is  generally  underftood)  fignifies  to  the  under- 
flandings  of  moft  men.  1  his  is  that  fiducial  receiving  of  Chrift 
here  to  be  opened. 

Secondly,  Our  next  work  will  be  to  evince  this  receiving  of 
Chrift  as  hath  been  opened,  to  be  that  fpecial  faving  faith  of 
God's  eleft ;  This  is  that  faith  of  which  fuch  great  and  glorious-. 
dttogs  are  fpokeo  in  the  gofpcl,  whicb^  whomever  hath  ftiall 
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be  (avcdy  «ad  lie  that  hath  ic  sot  (hall  be  damocd  :  and  thh  ^ 
(hall  evidently  prove  by  the  followiog  arguments  or  reafons. 

jlrg.  I.  Firfi^  That  faith  which  gives  the  ibul  right  and 
title  to  fpiritual  adoption,  with  all  the  priviltges  and  benefits 
thereof,  is  true  and  faving  faith.  /"*  - 

But  iiich  a  receiving  of  Chrifl:  as  hath  been  defcribed,  gives 
the  foul  right  and  title  to  fpiritual  adoption,  with  all  the  pii- 
vikges  and  benefits  thereof. 

Therefore  fuch  a  receiving  of  Chrift  as  hath  been  defcribed, 
is  true  and  faving  faith. 

The  major  propof^ion  is  undeniable,  for  our  rightand  title 
to  fpiritual  adoption,  and  the  privileges  thereof  artfe  from  our 
union  with  Jefus  Chrift ;  we  bing  united  to  the  Son  of  God, 
are,  by  virtue  of  that  union,  reckoned  or  accounted  fons,  Gal. 
ill.  26.  "  You  are  all  the  children  of  God  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift:** 
The  effeft  of  fliving  faith  is  union  with  Chrift's  perfon,  the 
coofequent  of  that  union  is  adoption,  or  right  to  the  inheri- 
tance. 

The  minor  is  moft  plain  in  the  text :  **  To  as  many  as  re- 
"  ceived  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  or  right  to  become  the 
**  fons  of  God:"  A  falfe  faith  hath  no  fuch  privilege  annexed 
to  it;  no  unbeliever  is  thus  dignified  :  No  Granger  entitled  to 
this  inheritance. 

j^rg,  2.  Secondly y  That  only  is  faving  and  juftifying  faith, 
which  is  in  ail  true  believers^  in  none  but  true  believers;  and 
in  all  true  believers  at  all  times. 

But  fuch  a  receiving  of  Chrift  as  hath  been  defcribed,  is  in  all 
true  believers,  in  none  but  true  believers,  and  in  ail  true  belie- 
vers at  all  times. 

Therefore  fuch  a  receiving  of  Chrift  as  hath  been  defcribed, 
is  the  only  faving  and  juftifying  faith. 

The  major  is  undeniable,  that  muft  needs  contain  the  eftence 
pf  faving  faith,  which  is  proper  to  every  true  believer,  at  all 
pmcs,  and  to  no  other. 

The  minor  will  be  as  clear,  for  there  is  no  other  aft  of  faith, 
but  this  oi  fiducial  receiving  Chrift  tl^  he  is  offered,  that  doth 
agree  to  all  true  believers,  to  none  but  true  believers,  and  to  all 
true  belivers  at  all  times. 

There  be  three  afts  of  faith,  *  ajfent,  acceptance,  and  ajfur^ 
ance:  The  fapifts  generally  give  the  eflence  of  faving  faith  to 

f  The  3(51:  of  fa'th  confifls  in  afTent,  by  which  one  affeots  to  any 
propofition  revealed  by  God  on  the  authority  of  the  revealer.  Ber 
can.  ThcoU  SchoL  Tofn,  ^.eap,  3.  J^  4. 
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fhcfrft,  viz.  ajfent.    The  Ltitherarw,  and  fomc  of  our  own, 

give  it  to  the  lali,  viz,  affurance :  But  k  can  be  neither  way  ib. 

Jjfent  doth  not  agree  only  to  true  believers,  or  joftificd  perfons. 

Jjfurmice  agrees  co  juOified  perfons,  and  them  only,  but  not  to 

all  jflmfied  perfoRS,  and  that  at  all  times. 
Jjent  is  too  low  to  contain  the  effcnce  of  laving  faith  ;  it  is 

foQod  k  the  unregenerate  as  well  as  the  regenerate  :    Yea,  in 

de?ilsas  well  as  meo,^  James  ii.  19.  it  is  fuppoied  and  included 
in  jai^ifying  faith,  but  it  is  not  tttc  juftifying  or  iamg  aft.  ///• 
farance  is  as  mach  too  high,  being  fouikl  only  in  (bme  eminent 
believers  :  and  in  them  too  but  at  fome  times :  There  is  many 
a  true  believer,  to  whom  the  joy  and  comfort  of  affurance  are 
denied :  They  may  fay  of  their  union  with  Chrift,  as  Paul  feid 
of  bis  vifion ;  whether  in  the  body  or  out  of  the  body,  I  can- 
not tell ;  fo  they,  whether  in  Ghrift  or  out  of  Chrift,  they  can- 
not tell  f. 

A  true  believer  may  •*  walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee  no  light," 
Ifa.  1.  10.  Nay  a  man  muft  be  a  believer,  before  he  know  him- 
felf  to  be  fb ;  the  direB  aH  of  faith  is  before  the  reflex  ail ;  ,h 
that  the  juftifying  aft  of  faith  lies  neither  in  ajjent^  nor  in  ajfu^ 
ranee.  Ajjfent  faith,  1  believe  that  Chrift  is,  and  that  he  is  the 
Saviour  of  the  t\ti\.  Ajfurance  faith,  I  bcHevc,  and  am  fure 
that  Chrift  died  for  me,  and  that  1  ftiall  be  faved  through  him. 
So  that  ajfent  widens  the  nature  of  faith  too  much,  and  ajiir* 
nnce  upon  the  other  \\2aid  flraitens  it  too  much  ;  but  acceptance^ 
which  ialth^  I  take  Chrift  in  all  his  offices  to  be  mine,  this  fits 
it  exaftly,  and  belongs  to  all  true  believers,  and  to  none  bnt 
trae  believers ;  and  to  all  true  believers  at  all  times:  This 
therefore  muft  be  the  juftifying  and  faving  aft  of  faith. 

Arg,  3.  Thirdly ^Th2Lt,  and  no  other,  is  the  juftifying  and  iav- 
iog  aft  of  faith,  to  which  the  properties  and  efTcfts  of  favingf 
faith  do  belong,  or  in  which  they  are  o^ly  found. 
*    But  in  the  fiducial  receiving  (k  Chrift^  are  the  properties  and 
cffcfts  of  faving  faith  only  found. 

This  therefore  muft  be  the  juftifying  and  (aving  aft  of  faith. 

FirJ,  By  faving  faith,  Chrift  is  faid  to  *^*  dwell  in  our  hearts," 
£ph.  iii.  17.  but  it  is  neither  by  tf^/i/,  not  affurance,  but  by 
acceptance;  and  receiving  him  that  he  dwells  in  our  bearts^; 
not  by  affent,  for  then  he  would  dwell  in  the  unregenerate ; 

t  Many  new  bbrn  Chriftians  live  Kke  the  new-born  babe,  Vmt 
*f  eft  vitae  ne fetus  ipfe  fuae  :  The  whole  ftock  of  many  a  believer 
coofifts  IB  the  bare  direft  ads  of  faith. 
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fuch  a  pardon,  which  thou  caaft  not  read  without  tears  d  joy, 
IS  brought  th^e  by  the  hand  of  faith.  O  ineftlmable  grace  I 
Ifhis  cloaths  the  pure  righteoulnefs  of  Jcfus  upon  our  defikd 
fouls,  and  fo  caufcs  us  to  become  the  '*  righteoufncfspf  GodiQ 
"  him  ;'*  or  as  it  is  i.  John  iii.  7.  •'Righteous  as  he  is  righte- 
"  ous  :'*  Non  formali  _ir  intrivjica  ju/tiiiay  fid  relativa :  Not 
with  a  formal  inherent  righteoulhefs  of  our  own,  but  with  a  re- 
lative imputed  rightcoufnefs  from  another. 

1  know  this  moft  excellent  and  moft  comfortable  doftrinc  of 
impoted  righteoufnefs,  is  not  only  denied,  but  derided  by  Papift^ 
Stapleton  calls  \t  fpe£lrum  cerebri  Lutherani:  The  monftrons 
birth  of  Luther's  brain  !  But,  bleffed  be  God,  this  comfortabll 
truth  is  well  fecured  againft  all  attempts  of  its  adverfaries.    Let 
their  blafphemous  mouths  call  it  in  derifion,  as  they  do  puta- 
tive righteoufnefs,  ft.  e,J  a.  mere  fancied  or  conceited  righteouf- 
nefs :  Yet  we  know  afTuredly,  Chrift*s  righteoufnefs  is  impoted 
to  us,  and  that  in  the  way  of  faith.     If  Adam's  fin  became  ours 
by  imputation,  then  fo  doth  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  alfo  become 
ours  by  imputation,  Rom.  v.  17.  If  Chrlft  were  madeafinner 
by  the  imputation  of  our  fins  to  him,  who  had  no  fin  ofhis 
own,  then  we  are  made  righteous  by  the  imputation  of  Chrifl's 
jrighteoufnefs  to  us,  who  have  no. righteoufnefs  of  our  own,  ac- 
cording to  I  Cor.  V.  21.    This  was  the  way  in  which  Abraham, 
the  Father  of  them  that  believe,  was  juftified,  and  therefore  this 
is  the  way  in  which  all  believers,  the  children  of  Atw-aham,  maft 
in  the  like  manner,  be  ju(Hfied,  Rom.  iv.  22,  23,  24.  Who  can 
cxprefs  the  worth  of  faith  in  this  one  refpeft,  were  this  all  itJiJ 
tor  our  fouls  ? 

But,  Thirdly,  It  is  the^nw^of  our  fpiritual  peace  and  joy; 
and  that  as  it  is  the  inftrument  of  ouv  ju/itflcat ion.  If  it  be 
an  inftrument  o(  om  juftjficat ion,  it  Cc|nnot  but  be  the  fpriogof 
,  our  confolation,  Rom.  v.  i.  **  Being  juftified  by  faith,.wchave 
•*  peace  with  God :"  In  uniting  us  with  Chrift,  and  apprehend- 
ing and  applying  his  righteoufnefs  to  us,  it  becomes  the  feed,  or 
root  of  all  the  peace  and  joy  of  a  Chriftian's  life,  joy,  the 
child  of  faith,  therefore  bears  its  name,  Phil.  i.  25.  **  The  joy  of 
;*^  faith,"  So  I  Pet.  i.  8,  9.  **  Believing  we  rejoice  with  joy 
**  unfpeakable  :"  We  cannot  forbear  rejoicing  when,  by  faith, 
we  are  brought  to  the  fight,  and  knowledge  of  fuch  a  privileged 
flate:  when  faith  hath  firft  given,  and  then  cleared  our  title  to 
Chrift,  joy  is  no  more  under  the  foul's  commai^d ;  we  cannot 
Lut  rejoice,  and  that  with  joy  unfpcakabie. 

Fourthly,  It  is  the  means  of  pur  fpiritual  livelihood  and  fub- 
fiflcncc  :  all  otheif  graces,  like  birds  in  the  neft,  depend  upoa 
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>  what  faith  In-ings  in  to  them :  take  away  faith,  and  all  the 

graces langai(h  and  die:   joy,  peace,  hope,  patience,  and  all 

the  reft,  depend  upon  faith,  as  the  members  of  the  natural  bo- 

I  dy  do  upon  the  yeflels  by  which  blood  and  ipirits  are  conveyed 

I   to  them.    "  The  life  which  I  now  live  (faith  the  apoftle)  is  by 

i  "  the  feith  of  the  Son  of  God,"  Gal.  ii.  20.     It  provides  our 

ordmary  fwd^  and  extraordinary  cor  duds  ^  Pfal.  xxvii.  13.  "I 

''  had  fainted  unlefs  I  had  believed.*'    And  feeing  it  is  all  this 

to  oor  fouls, 

fifthly ^  In  the  laiV  place,  it  is  no  wonder  that  it  is  the  main 
fcope  and  drift  of  the  gofpel,  to  prefs  and  bring  fouls  to  believ- 
ing: it  is  the  gofpei's  grand  deiign  to  bring  up  the  hearts  of 
©en  and  women  to  faith.  The  urgent  commands  of  the  gofpel 
aim  at  tliis,  i  John  lit.  23.  Mark  i.  14,  15.  John  xii.  36.  Hi* 
thcr  alfo  look  the  great  promifcs  and  encouragements  of  the  gof* 
pel,  John  vi.  35,  and  37.  So  Mark  xvi.  16.  And  the  oppo- 
Ijte  fin  of  unbelief  is  every  where  fearfully  aggravated,  and 
tbreatned,  John  xvi.  8,  9.  John  iii.  iH,  35.  And  this  was  the 
third  thing  promifed,  namely,  a  difcovery  of  the  tranfccndent 
worth  and  excellency  of  faving  faith. 

Fourthly,  But  left  we  commit  a  miftake  here,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  Chrift's  honour  and  glory,  which  muft  not  be  given  to 
another,  no  not  to  faith  itfelf;  I  promifed  yoii  in  the  fourth 
place,  to  (hew  you  upon  what  account  faith  is  thus  digniEed 
and  honoured  :  that  fo  we  may  give  unto  faith,  the  things  that 
zxt faith's  ;  and  to  Chrift  the  things  that  are  Chrift*s. 

And  I  Bnd  four  opinions  about  the  iotereft  of  faith  in  our 
jnfttficattoo  :  fome  will  have  it  to  juftify  us  formally^  not  rela- 
tively; i,,e,  upon  the  accotfnt  of  its  own  intrinfical  value  and 
worth;  and  this  is  the  popifb  fenfe  of  jultificatioo  by  faith. 
Some  affirm,  that  though  faith  be  not  our  perfeft  legal  righte- 
onfnefs,  confidered  as  a  work  of  ours,  yet  the  a^  of  believing 
is  imputed  to  us  for  righteoufnefs,  i.  e.  God  gracioufly  accepts 
it  inftead  of  perfect  legal  righteoufnefs,  and  fo,  in  his  ei'teem. 
It  is  our  evangelical  righteoufnefs.  And  this  is  the  Arminiaa 
fenfe  of  Jufiification  by  faith. 

Some  there  are  alfo,  even  among  our  reformed  divines,  that 
contend  that  faith  juftifies  and  faves  us,  as  it  is  the  condition  of 
the  new  covenant.  And  laftly,  others  will  have  it  to  juftify  us 
as  an  tnftrument  apprehending  or  receiving  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift !  with  which  opinion  1  muft  join :  when  I  confider  my 
text  calls  it  a  receiving  of  Chrift :  moft  certain  it  is, 
Ff  2 
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That,  Tirft,  it  doth  not  juftify  in  iht  phpijb  Jitnfe,  upofitlio 
ftCCouDt  of  its  own  proper  worth  and  dignity :  for  then, 

^^rfi^  Juftification  (hould  be  of  debt,  not  of  grace  j  contrary 
to  Rom.  ill.  23,  24. 

Secondly,  This  would  fruftrate  the  very  fcope  and  end  <)f  tbt 
death  of  Chrift ;  for  if  righteoufnefs  come  by  die  law,  ue  by 
the  way  of  works  and  dcfcrt,  then  is  Chrift  dead  in  vain,  Gal, 
|i.  21, 

Thirdly^  Then  the  way  of  our  juftification  by  faith^xtotddbe 
fo  far  from  excluding,  that  it  would  efia"bli(h  boafting,  cxprcf- 
iy  contrary  to  the  apciftle,  Roni.  iii,  26,  27. 

Fourthly ^  Then  there  (hould  be  no  defeats  or  impcrfefticw 
Jn  faith,  for  a  defective  and  impcrfcft  thing'ctm- never  be  the 
taatter  of  our  juftification  before  God  :  If  it  juftify  upbn  theac^ 
count  of  its  own  worth,  and  proper  dignity,  it  can  have  no  few 
ftor  imperfeftion  in  it,  contrary  to  the  common  ftn'fe  of  dllbc' 
lievers.    Nay, 

Fifthly,  Then  it  is  the  fame  thing  to  be  jttftified  by  feitbi 
and  to  be  juftified  by  works,  which  the;  apoftle  fo  carefully  dif 
tinguifheth  and  oppofeth,  Phil,  iii.  9.  and  Rom.  iv.  d.  St)tto 
%ve  conclude  it  doth  not  juftify  in  the  Popift  ftnfe,  for  any  worth 
or  proper  excejiency  that  is  in  ttfelf. 

Secondly,  And  it  is  as  evident,  it  doth  not  jttfiify  «sin'  the  Ar* 
minian  fenfe,  viz,,  as  the  t«  credere,  the  aft  of  believing  is  m 
puted,  or  accepted  by  God,  as  our  evangelical'  righteoufDefe, 
inftead  of  perfeft  legal  righteoufnefs.  In  the  former  opinion 
you  have  the  dregs  of  Popery,  and  here  you  have  refined  Po* 
pery.  Let  all  Arminians  know,  we  have  as  high  efteem  fof 
faith,  as  any  men  in  the  world,  bnt  yet  We  will  not  rob  Chiift 
to  cloath  faith.     We  cannot  embrace  thfeir  opinion,  becauie, 

Firji^  We  muft  theii  dethrone  Chrift  to  exalt  faith  :  we  are 
billing  to  give  it  all  ibat  is  due  to  it,  but  we  dare  not  defpoS 
Chrift  of  his  glory,  fof  faith *s  fake :  ^*  He  is  the  Lord  owt 
*^  righteoufnefs,"  Jer.  xxiil.  We  dare  not  fet  the  (cfrant  above 
the  mafter.  We  acknowledge  no  righteoufnefs  but  what  the 
obedience  atid  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  yields  us.  His  blood,  not 
our  faith ;  his  fatisfaftion,  not  our  believing  if,  is  the  matter 
of  our  j oftification  before  God . 

Secondly,  We  dare  not  yield  this  point,  teft  we  undermine 
all  th^  comfort  of  Chriftians,  by  ietdng  their  pardon  and  peace 
upon  a  weak,  imperfeft  work  of  their  own.  Oh  bow  tottering 
pnd  unliable  muft  their  ftation  be,  that-  ftand  upon  fuch  a  bot« 
fom  as  this  !  What  alterations  are*  there  in  our  faith,  what  mix* 
t«rc§  Qf  ^nb^f  ^t  siU  tieies^  apd  prevfilency  of  wbclief  at 
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(omt  time};  and  is  this  a  foundatioD  to  baild  onr  jaPtlficatioQ 
and  hope  upon  ?  Del^Uf  fundamentum  faUjt  opus :  if  wc  lay 
the  ftrefs  here,  we  build  upon  very  loule  grouod,  and  molt  be 
atacoQtmual  lofs,  both  as  to,lafety  and  comfort. 

iMrdfy, .  Wejdarc  not  wrong  ,tf)c  infiicc  and  truth  of  God  at 
that  mt^  as  to  affirm  that  he  efteems  and  imputes  our  poor 
"  weak  faith  for  pcrfeft  legal  righteoolijefs  *.  We  know  that 
iChejudgment  of  God  is  ^lway$  according. to  truth  :  if  thejukice 
of  God  requires  full  paynacnt,  fore  it  wBl  not  fay,  it  is  fully  ia- 
itisfied.  by  aiiy  ads  of  ours,  when  aU  that  we  can  do,  amounts 
^ot  to  one. mite  of  the  vail  fum  we  owe  to  God^  So  that  we 
deiervedly  rejed  this  opinion  alio. 

Thirdfyi  And  for  the  third  ppioipny  That  itjuAifies  as  the 
amttition  of  the  n^w  covenant  ^  ithough  ibme  of  great  name  and 
worth  among  our  Proteftant  divines  fcem  to  go  that  way,  yet 
I  cannot  lee,  according  to  this  opinion,  any  reafbn  why  repen* 
,taoce  may  apt  as  prqperly  be  faid  to  juftify  us  as  faith,  for  it  is 
a  condition  of  the  new  covenant  as  ibuch  as  faith  ;  and  if  faith 
-Joftify  as. a  cpoditiGin,  then  every  other  grace  that  is  a  condition, 
HDuft  juftify  as  well  ds  faith.  1  acknowledge  faith  to  be  a  con- 
•dition  of  the  covenant,  b^t  canpot,  allow  that  it  juftiHes  as  a 
.condition.  And  therefore  mufl  profefs  jnyfelf  bJl  fatisfied  ia 
.the  laft  opinion,  which  fpeaks  it  an  inftrument  in  our  juftifi* 
•cation :  it  is  the  hand  which  receives  the  righceouTnels  of  Chrift 
that  juftifies  us,  and  that  gives  it  its  value  above  all  other  graces : 
:as  when  we  fay  a  diamond  ring  i^  worth  one  hundred  pounds, 
'we  mean  not  the  gold  that  receives,  but  the  flone  that  is  fet  ia 
it»  is  worth  ib.  much.  F^ith  confidered  as  an  habit,  is  no  more 
4>recious, that)  other  gracious  habits  are,  but  confidcred  as  an  in- 
ftrument  to  receive  Chrjft  and  his  rightcoufnefe,  fo  it  excels 
ithem  all ;  and  his  inftrumentality  of  faith  is  noted  in  theie 
phraies,  &ri  m  wi^9  Horn,  iii,  2S.  and  2<«  tv^  9r<$^f>  Rom.  iii. 
?2.  ByfaitK  and through/aith,  j^nd  thus  much  of  the  nature 
gad  excellency  of.faving  faith, 

*  Bccaofe  faith  receives  Chrift  pur  righteoufDers,  and  afcribes  all 
tothe.'grace  of  6od.ij^  hina,  thjcrefpre  we  are  faid  to  be  ju(li£cd  by 
It,  only  odiacCOUQt  of  Chuft,  and  not  as  it.  is  otir  work.     C9ft/e/. 
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SERMON      VII. 

John  i.  12.  But  as  many  as  received  him^  to  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  tlsefons  of  Cod ;  even  to  them  that  htluvt  m 
his  name. 

THE  nature  and  excellenqr  of  faving  faith,  together  with 
its  relation  to  juftification,  as  an  inHrument  in  receiving 
Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs,  having  been  difcourfed  doftrinally 
already,  I  now  come  to  make  application  of  it,  according  to 
the  naturie  of  this  weighty  and  fruitful  point. 

And  the  ufes  I  (hall  make  of  it,  will  be  for  our, 

i»  Information,  |      3.  Exhortation,  And 

2.  Examination,        |      4.  Dire^ion. 
Firji  Ufe  of  Information. 

life  I.  And  in  the  firft,  this  point  yields  us  many,  and  grtat, 
and  ufeful  truths,  for  our  information :  As, 

Infer,  j\  Is  the  receiving  of  Chrift,  the  vital  and  faviog  aft 
of  faith,  which  gives  the  foul  right  to  the  perfon  and  privileges 
of  Chrift?  Then  it  follows,  ThattherejeElingofChrifihyunhe' 
lief  muft  needs  he  the  damning  and  foul'deftroyingfin^  which  cuts 
a  man  off  from  Chrift^  and  all  the  benefits  purchafed  by  his  blood. 
If  there  be  life  in  receiving,  there  muft  needs  be  death  in  rejcS* 
ing  Chrift. 

There  is  no  grace  more  excellent  than  faith  ;  no  fin  more 
execrable,  and  abominable,  than  unbelief.  Faith  is  the  faviog 
grace,  and  unbelief  the  damning  fin,  Mark  xvi.  16.  "  He  that 
*'  belicveth  not,  ftiall  be  damned."  See  John  iii.  18,  36.  and 
John  viii.  24. 

And  the  reafon  why  this  fin  of  unbelief  is  the  damning  fm  is 
this,  Becaufe,.  in  the  juftification  of  a  finner,  there  muft  be  a  co- 
operation of  all  the  con-caufes  that  have  a  joint-influence  on 
that  bleffed  effeft :  As  there  muft  be  free-grace  for  an  impul- 
live  caufe,  the  blood  of  Chrift  as  the  meritorious  caufe,  fo,  of 
neceffity,  there  muft  be  faith,  the  inftrumental  caufe,  to  re- 
ceive and  apply  what  the  free-grace  of  God  defigned,  and  the 
blood  of  Chrift  purchafed  for  us.  ,For  where' there  are  many 
focial  caufes  or  con-cau(es,  to  produce  one  efFeft,  there  the  ef- 
feft  is  not  produced  till  the  laft  caufe  be  in  aft. 

"  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs,  that  through  bis 
»"  name,  whofoever  believeth  in  him  ftiall  receive  remiffion  of 
**  fins,'*  Afts  x.  43.  Faith  in  its  place^,  is  as  neceffhry  as  the 
blood  of  Chrift  in  its  place.:   **  It  is  Chrift  in  you  the  hope  of 
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"  glory,"  CoL  i:  27.    Not  Chrift  in  the  tvomb^  not  Chrift  la 
liit  grave,  nor  Chrilt  in  heaven^  except  he  be  al(b  Chrift  in  you. 

Though  Chrift  be  come  in  the  fleih ;  though  he  died  and 
rofe  again  from  the  dead  ;  yet  if  you  believe  not,  you  muft  for 
all  that  He  in  your  fins^  John  viii.  24.  And  what  a  dreadful 
thing  is  this !  better  die  any  death  whatever,  than  die  in  your 
dm,  if  yoo  die  in  your  fins,  you  will  alfo  rife  in  your  fins,  and 
fcaod  at  the  bar  of  Chrift  in  your  fins :  you  can  never  receive 
remiffion,  till  firft  you  have  received  Chrift.  O  curfed  unbelief, 
which  damns  the  foul :  dijhonours  God,  i  John  v,  10.  flights 
Jefus  Chrift^  the  wifdom  of  God,  as  if  that  glorious  deiign  of 
redemption  by  his  blood,  the  triumph  and  mafter-piece  of  di- 
vine  wifdom,  were  mtxc  jfooli/hnefsy  i  Cor.  i.  23,  24.  fruftrates 
the  g(;eat  defign  of  the  gofpel.  Gal.  iv.  11.  and  confequently  it 
muft  be  the  fin  of  fins ;  the  worft  and  moft  dangerous  of  all 
fias ;  leaving  a  man  under  the  guilt  of  all  his  other  fins. 

Infer.  2.  if  fuch  a  receiving  of  Chrift,  as  hath  been  defcribed, 
be  faving  and  juftifying  faith,  then  faith  is  a  work  (f  greater  dif* 
ficuUy  than  moft  men  underftand  it  to  be,  and  there  are  tut  few 
found  believers  in  the  world. 

Before  Chrift  (ian  be  received,  the  heart  muft  be  emptied,  and 
opened :  but  moft  mens  hearts  arc  full  of  felf-righteoulnefs  and 
vain-confidence  :  this  was  the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  Rom.x.  3.  "  Be- 
*'  ^Qg  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  and  going  about  to  efta- 
"  blifli  their  own  righteoufnefs,  have  not  fubmitted  themfelves 
^*  K)  the  righteoufnefs  of  God." 

Man's  righteoufnefs  was  once  in  himfelf,  and  what  liquor  is 
firft  put  into  the  veffel,  it  ever  afterwards  favours  of  it:  it  is 
with  Adam's  pofterity  as  with  bees,  v/hich  have  been  accufcomed 
to  go  to  their  own  hive,  and  carry  all  thither ;  \f  the  hive  be  re- 
moved to  another  place,  they  will  ftiU  fly  to  the  old  place,  hover 
up  and  down  about  it,  and  rather  die  there,  than  go  to  a  new 
'  place.     So  it  is  with  moft  men.     God  hath  removed  their  righ- 
'{  teoufnefs  from  doings   to  believing ;  from  themfelves  to  Chrift  : 
but  who  (hall  prevail  with  them  to  fcrfake  lelf  ?  Nature  will 
'Venture  to  be  damned  rather  than  doit :  there  is  much  fubmif-^ 
fion  in  believing,  and  great  felf-denial :  a  proud  felf-conceited 
heart,  will  never  ftoop  to  live  upon  the  ftock  of  another's  righte- 
oufnefs. 

Befides,  it  is  no  eafy  thing  to  perfuademen  to  receive  Chrift  as 
their  Lord  in  all  things,  and  fubmit  their  necks  to  his  ftridl  and 
boly  precepts,  though  it  be  a  great  truth  that "  *  Chrift's  yoke 

•  ♦  Jugum  Chrijli  non  deter  it  fed  homflat  colla.     Bern. 
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**  doth  not  gnll,  but  grace  and  adorn  the  neck  that  bears  it  •/' 
that  rbetiuei^aod  fweetefMiberty  is  in  our  freedom  from  onr 
}aft«,  not  in  our  fulfilling  them ;  'yet  who  can  perfuade  the  car* 
nal  heart  to  believe  this?  And  much  kfs  will  men  ever  be  pre* 
vailed  withal,  to  forfake  father,  mother,  wife,  childred,  ioheri* 
tance,  and  life  itfelf,  to  follow  Chrif>  :  and  all  this  upoptheac 
count  of  fpiritual  and  invrflble  things  :  and  yet  this  muft  bd 
doncby  all  that  receive  theLord  Jefus  Chiift  upon  gofpel-tcrmsj 
yeyi,  and  before  the  (bni  liath  any  encouraging  experience  of 
its  own,  to  balance  the  manifold  difcouragements  of  fenfcj 
and  cirnal  reafon,  ioypi  oved  by  the  utmofl  craft  of  Satan  to 
diftnay  it ;  for  experience  is  the  frnit  and  confequcnt  of  believ- 
ing. So  that  it  may  well  be  placed  among  the  great  myfiir'ifi 
of  godliness,  that  Chrift  is  believed  otf  in  the  world,  i  Tim,  iiii 
16. 

Infer.  3.  Hence  it  will  follow,.  Thdt  there  may  be  more  irui 
and  Jbund  believers  in  the  ivorld,  than  know,  or  dare  conclude  item- 
/elves  to  he  filch. 

For,  as  many  ruin  their  own  fouls  by  pladng  the  cfltdcc  of 
iaving  faith  in  naked  affent,  fo  fomc;  rob  thcmfelv6s  of  thek 
own  comfort,  by  plicj'ng  it  in  full  afTurance.  Faith,  and  fciafe 
of  faith,  are  two  diflln^  and  ftparable  mercies  :  you  may  have 
troly  received  Chrift,  and  not  receive  the  knowledge  or  aflur* 
ance  of  it,  Ifa.  1.  10.  Some  there  be  that  fay.  Thou  art  our  Coif 
of  whom  God  never  fald,  Tou  are  my  people :  thefe  have  no  au* 
thority  to  be  called  the  foris  of  God  :  others  there  ai*e,  of  whoiri 
God  laiih;  Theft  are  my  people^  yet  dare  not  call  God  their  God: 
ihefe  have  authority  to  be  called  the'fons  of  God,  but  know  it 
not.  They  have  received  Chrift,  that  is  the\r/a/ety  ;  but  they 
have  not  yet  received  the  knowledge  and  affurance  of.  it;  that 
is  their  trovHe :  the  Father  owns  his  child  in  the  cradle,  wbd 
yet  knows  him  not  to*  be' his  fathfer. 

Now  there  are  two  reafons  why  many  belifivefs,  who  migbl 
•i^ue  themfelves  intd  peace,  do  ydt  live  without  the  comforts  of 
their  faith  :  and  this  may  come  to  pafs>  either  frooi, 

Firfi,  The  inevidincc  of  the  premifes. 

Secondly,  Or  the  weighty  importance  of  the  conelufion. 

Firft,  It  may  come  to  pafs  from  the  ineridence  of  the  prcmifesti 
Affurance  is  a  practical  fylhgijm,  and  it  proceeds  thus : 

All  that  truly  h^vt  received  Chfift  Jefu5,  they  arc  the  diildren 
of  God. 

1  have  truly  received  Jefus  Chrift, 
Therefore  I  am  the  child  of  God. 

The  m;ijor  propofitidn  is  found  in  tbie  fa^tttt'Cj  afti  th«-c  CaQ 
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fce  flo  doabt  of  that.  The  ajfumpiicn  depends  o;5on  experiences 
or  interflal  fcafe  ;  I  have  truiy  received  Jefus  Chrift  :  Here  ul- 
ually  is  the  ftumble ;  many  great  objcftions  lie  againft  it,  which 
they  cannot  clearly  anfwer :  As,  "     / 

Ok},  I.  Light  and  knowledge  are  necefTarily  required  to  the 
right  rtceiving  of  ChrilV,  but  I  am  dark  and  ignorant,  mny  car- 
fiai  uDregenerate  perfons  know  more  than  I  do,  and  arc' more 
abie  to  difcourfc  of  the  myfteries  of  religion  than  J  am.     f 

Sol.  But  you  ought  to  diAinguilh  of  the  kinds  \nddegreej$c£ 
knowledge,  and  then  you  would  fee  that  your  bewa'ded  igoe<> 
raoce  is  no  bar  to  your  interefl  in  ChriA.  There  are  two^  kiad$ 
of  knowledge: 

I.  Natural.  |  2.  Spiritual.. 

There  is  a  natural  kntnvledge^  even  of  fpiritiial  obje£l$,  % 
fpark  of  nature  blown  up  by  an  advantageous  education ;  and 
though  the  ob^e^ls  of  this  knowledge  be  ipirituai  things,  yet  the 
light  in  which  they  are  difcerned,  is  but  a  mere  natural  lights 

And  there  is  a  /piritual  knnuUdge  of  fpiritnal  things,  tht 
teaching  of  the  anointings  as  it  is  called,  i  John  ii.  27*  (i.  e,) 
the  efFed  and  fruit  of  the  Spirit's  fanAifying  work  upon  our 
fouls,  when  the  experience  of  a  man's  own  heart  infiH'ms,  and! 
teacheth  his.  underftanding,  when  by  feeling  the  workings  of 
grace  in  our  own  (buls,  we  come  to  underftand  its  nature  :  this 
is  fpiritual  knowledge.  Now,  a  little  of  this  koowledgb  is  a  bet-  • 
ter  evidence  of  a  man's  intereil  in  Chrift,  than  the  moft  raifed 
and  excellent  degree*  of  natural  knowledge  :  As  the  pbiloibpber 
truly  obier ves ;  Praefiat  paucula  de  meltgri  fcientia  deguftaffe^ 
qudm  de  ignohiliori  ntulta :  One  dram  of  knowledge  of  the  befc 
aod  moft  excellept  things,  is  better  than  much  knowledge  of 
Jdus  Chrift,  that  hath  life  and  favour  in  it,  is  more  tban  all  th^ 
common  things.  So  it  is  here,  a  little  fpiritual  knowledge  of 
Qatural,  faplefs  knowledge  of  the  unregenerate,  which  leaves  the 
heart  dead,  carnal,  and  barren  :  it  is  not  the  quantity^  but  the 
kind^  not  the  meafure,  but  the  favour  :  If  you  know  fo  much  of 
the  evil  of  fin,  as  renders  it  the  moft  bitter  and  burdenfome  thing 
10  the  world  to  you,  and  fo  much  of  the  neceifity  and  excellency 
of  Chrifl-,  as  renders  him  the  moft  fwcet  and  deiirable  thing  ia 
the  world  to  you,  though  you  may  be  defeftive  in  m^ny  degrees 
of  knowledge,  yet  this  is  enough  to  prove  yours  to  be  the  fruit 
of  die  Spirit :  you  may  have  a  fan^ified  heart,  though  you  have 
ao  irregular  or  weak  head :  manythat  knew  more  than  you, 
^e  in  hell ;  and  ibttie  that  once  knew  as  little  as  you,  are  now 
in.  heaven  :  tn  aBfolutoet  faeili  flat  aetemitas :  God  hath  not 
VoL.U.  G  g\  , 
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prepared  heaven  only  for  clear  and  fubtle  heads.  A  liale  fane 
tificd,  and  effectual  knowledge  of  C'hiUI's  perfbn,  offices,  foi* 
.tahJenyl's,.  and  nscelTity,  may  bring  thee  thither,  when  othert* 
w.Uh  all  their  curious  rpcculations  and  notions,  may  periih  forever 
«  Ohj.  2.  But  yoa  ttii  mc,  that  ajfent  to  the  truths  of  the  go- 
fpel  is  neccdarily  included  in  faviog  faith,  which,  though  it  be 
•liot  the  julHfyiug  and  iaving  aft,  yet  it  is  pre-fuppoied  and  re* 
quired  to  it.  Now  1  have  many  ftaggcrings  and  doublings  a» 
bout  the  certainty  and  reality  of  thde  things;  many  horrid  a- 
theiftical  thoughts,  which  (hake  the  affenting  aft  of  faith  in  the 
very  foundation,  and  hence  i  doubt  i  do  not  believe. 

SeiL  There  may  be,  and  often  is»   a  true  and  fmceT«  ajfint 
found  in  the  fool,  that  16  aflauhed  with  violent  atheiftical  lug- 
geflions  ftom  Satan  ;  and  thereupon  queAions  the  truth  of  it. 
And  this  is  a  very  clear  evidence  of  the  reality  of  oar  aflent,  that 
whatever  doubts,  or  contrary  fuggcAions  there  be,  yet  We  dare 
not  in  our  praft;ice,  contradift  or  flight  thofe  truths  or  duties 
which  wc  are  tempted  to  diibelieve,  ex.  gr.     We  are  affaohtd 
with  athi^iAical  thoughts,  and  tempted  to  (light  and  ca(V  (M  aB 
fears  of  fin,  and  pk-aftice  of  rcligbus  duties,  yet  when  it  coro« 
to  the  point  of  prafticc,  we  dare  not  commit  a  known  (ia,  the 
awe  of  God  is  upon  us ;  we  dare  not  omit  a  known  duty,  the 
tie  of  confcience  is  found  flrong  eoongh  to  hold  us  dofe  toiti 
in  this  cafe,  it  is  plain  wc  do  really  aflent,  when  we  think  we  A> 
ncJt.     A  man  thinks  he  doth  not  love  his  child,  yet  carefully 
provides  for  him  "in  healrh,  and  is  full  of  grief  and  fears  aboat 
him  in  ficknefe  :  why  now,  fo  long  as  1  fee  all  fatherly  duties 
performed,  and  afFcftions  to  his  child's  welfare  maoifefted,  let 
him  fay  what  he  wiU  as  to  the  want  of  love  to  him,  whilft  1  fee 
this,  he  muft  excufe  me  if  i  do  not  believe  him,  when  he  ilutb 
he  hath  no  love  for  him.     Juft  fo  is  it  in  this  cafe,  a  man  faith 
1  do  notaflcnt  to  the  bt^ing,  neceflity,  or  excellency  of  Jeios 
Chrifl  ;  yet,  iq  the  mean  time,  his  foul  is  filled  with  cares  and 
fears  about  (ecuring  his  intereiV  in  him,  he  is  found  panting aod 
thirfting.  for  him  with  vehement  defires,  there  is  nothing  in  all 
the  v/orld  would  give  him  fuch  joy,  as  to  be  well  aflurcd  of  aa 
interefl  in  him ;  while  it  is  thus  with  any  man,  let  him  fay  or 
think  what  he  will  of  his  aflent,  it  is  roanifeft  by  this  he  doth 
truly,  and  heartily  alTent,  and  there  can  be  no  better  proof  of  it 
than  thefe  real  effefts  produced  by  ft. 

Secondly y  But  if  thefe,  and  other  objeftlons  were  never  fo 
fully  anlwcred  for  the  clearing  of  the  affufpffkriy  yet  it  often 
falls  out,  that  believers  are  'afraid  to  draw  tbc  con^htfionj  a«d 
that  ftar  partly  arifcs  from,    ^    - 
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'  Brfi,  The  wrfgjny  importaoce  of  this  matter.  ... 
Secondly^  The  ieoie  of  the  deceitfulDels  of  their  own  hearts. 
Firfi^  The  conciuiioQ  is  of  infinite  importance  to  them,  it  is 
the  everMing  happmefs  of  their  ibuls,  than  which  nothing  is, 
or  cao  be,  of  greater  weight  upon  their  fpirirs:  things  ia 
which  we  are  moft  deeply  concerned,  are  not  lightly  and  hafli- 
}y  received  by  us.-'^it  ieems  fa  great  and  fo  good,  that  we  are 
itiilapr  (if  there  be  any  room  for  it)  to  fofpedl  the  truth  and 
eerfainty  thereof,  as  never  being  fore  enough. 

Thus  when  the  women  that  were  the  firft  meflengers  and 
wimefTes  of  Chri/Vs  rdilrreAion,  Luke  xxiv.  lo,  1 1.  came  and 
told  the  difciples  thofe  wonderful  and  comfortable  tidings,  it  is 
faid,  "  That  their  words  feemed  to  them  as  idle  tales,  and  they 
"  believed  them  not ;"  They  thought  it  was  too  good  to  b« 
trse  \  too  great  to  be  baftily  received ;  fo  it  is  in  this  cafe. 

Seeondlpf  The  fenfe  they  have  of  the  deceitfulnels  of  their 
own  hearts,  and  the  daily  workings  of  hypocrify  there,  makes 
(hem  afraid  to  conclude  in  fo  great  a  point  as  this  is. 

They  know  that  very  many  daily  cozen  and  cheat  themfelvea 
ia  ihi^ matter  ;  they  know  atfo  that  their  own  hearts  are  full  of 
falfcBefs  and  deceit ;  they  find  them  fo  in  their  daily  obfervations 
of  them ;  and  what  if  they  (hould  prove  fo  in  this  ?  Why  theff 
they  are  loft  for  ever  1  They  alfo  know  there  is  not  the  like  dan« 
gjer  in  their  fears  and  jealoufies,  that  would  be  in  their  vain 
coofideoces  and  prefumpcions :  by  the  one,  they  are  only  de- 
prived of  their  prefent  comfort ,  but  by  the  other,  they  would 
be  rained  for  ever:  and  therefore  chafe  rather  to  dwell  witb 
tbeir  own  fear^  (though  they  be  uncomfortable  companions) 
thao  run  the  danger  of  fb  great  a  midake,  which  would  be  in* 
fiaitely  more  fatal.  And  this  being  the  commoo  cafe  of  mod 
Chriftiaos,  it  follows  that  there  muft  be  many  more  believers 
ia  the  World  than  do  think,  or  dare  conclude,  themfclves  to 
befach. 

Inf4r.  4.  If  the  right  receiving  of  Jefus  Chrift,  be  true,  fav*^ 

i^g,  andjufiifying  faith,  then  thc/e  that  have  the  leaft^  andlow^ 

^degree  and  meafkre  of  favingfaith^  have  can fe for  ever  t(f 

edmire  the  bounty  and  riches  (^  the  grace  of  Cod  to  them  there* 

in. 

If  you  have  received  never  fo  little  of  his  bounty  by  the  hand 
of  providence,  in  the  good  things  of  this  life,  yet  if  he  have 
given  you  any meafureuf  true  faving  faith,  he  hath  dealt  boun* 
tifully  indeed  with  you  :  this  mercy  alone  is  enough  to  balance 
all  other  waots  and  ioconveniencies  ot  this  life,   '*  poor  in  the 
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'*  world,  rich  io  faith,"  James  ii.  5.  O  let  your  hearts  take  in 
the  ftiU  fcnle  of  this  bounty  of  God  to  you  \  fay  wiih  the  apo- 
ftle,  Eph.  i.  3.  "  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Je- 
**  fus  Chrifty  who  hath  bleffed  us  \vith  all  fpiritual  bleffings  m 
"  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  jefus  :*'  and  you  will  in  this  one  mer^ 
cy,  find  matter  enough  of  praife  and  thankfgivii^,  wonder  and 
admiration  to  your  dying  day,  yea,  to, all  eternity :  for,  do  bitt 
confider. 

Fir  fit  The  fmalleft  meafure  of  faving  faith  which  is  found  ia 
any  of  the  people  of  God,  receives  Jefus  Chrift  r  and  in  receiving 
.  him,  what  mercy  is  there  which  the  believing  foul  doth  not  re- 
ceive in  him,  and  with  him  ?  Rom.  viii.  32.   . 

O  believer,  though  the  arms  of  thy  faith  be  fmall  and  weak, 
yet  they  embrace  a  great  Chriil,  and  receive  the  richefi  gift  that 
ever  God  beflowed  upon  the  world :  no  fooner  art  thou  be* 
come  a  believer,  but  Chrift  is  in  thee  the  hopeof  glory ;  aod 
thou  haft  authority  to  become  a  fon  or  daughter  of  God  ?  thoir 
baft  the  broad  feal  of  heavep  to  confirm  thy  title  and  claim  to  the 
privileges  of,  adoption,  for  '*  to  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them 
**  gave  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God/'  [To  as  many,'] 
be  they  ftrong,  or  be  they  weak,  provided  they  really  receive 
Chrift  by  faiih  ;  there  is  authority  or  power  given,  fo  that  it 
Ss  no  ad:  of  prefumption  in  them  to  fay,  God  is  our  Father, 
beayen  is  our  inheritance.  O  precious  faith  \  the  treafures  d 
ten  thoufand  worlds  cannot  purchafe  fuch  privileges  as  thefe: 
all  the  CTOwns  and  icepters  of  the  earth,  fold  at  their  full  valoe, 
are  no  price  for  fuch  mercies. 

Secondty,  The  leaft  degree  of  faving  faith,  brings  the  fool 
into  a  ftate  of  perfe^l  and  full  juftification.  For  if  it  receives 
Jefus  Chrift,  it  muft  therefore  needs  in  him,  and  with  him,  re* 
ceive  a  free,  full,  and  final  pardon  of  fin  :  the  leaft. meafure  of 
faith  receives  remiflion  for  the  greateft  fins.  **  By  him  ail  that 
**  believe  are  juftified  from  all  things,"  Afts  xiii*  39.  it  unites 
thy  Ibul  with  Chrift,  and  then  as  the  neccfl^ary  confequent  of  that 
uniouy  there  is  no  condc;mnation,  Rom.  viii.  i.  «J^««Ia»pi^ 
not  one  condemnation,  how  many  Ibever  our  fins  have  been. 

Thirdly,  The  leaft  meafiire,  or  degree  of  faripg  faith,  is* 
greater  mercy  than  God  hath  beftowed,  or  ever  will  I^owup* 
on  many  that  are  far  above  you  in  outward  refpe^ls :  JU  nftn 
have  not  faith :  nay,  it  is  but  a  remnant  among  men  that  be- 
Jieve.  Few  of  the  nobles  and  potentates  of  the  world,  have  fuch 
a  gift  as  this:  they  have  houfe^  and  lands,  yea,  aowasaod 
iceptres,  but  no  faith,  no  Chrift,  no  pardon;  they  have  aocho 
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nij  to  rale  over  oien,  bat  no  aathority  to  become  the  fons  of 
God,  h  Cor.  i.  26,  27. 

Say  therefore  ia  thy  mod  debafed,  ftrahned,  affliAed  condi'^ 
tlon,  ''  Retarn  to  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  fcnr  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
•♦  bonntifaUy  with  ihcc." 

Fourthly^  The  leaft  degree  of  (aviog  faith  is  more  than  all 
the  power  of  nature  can  produce ;  There  muft  be  a  fpecial  re* 
reiadoB  of  the  arm  of  the  Lord  in  that  work,  Ifa.  liia.  1.  Be* 
Jtevers  are  not  **  bom  of  the  fle(h,  nor  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
"  will  of  man,  but  of  God,"  John  i.'  12,  13.  all  believing  mo- 
tions towards  Chrift,  are  the  cffefts  of  the  Father's  drawing, 
Joha  vi.  44.  a  glcn-ions  and  irre(iftable  power  goes  forth  from 
God  to  produce  it,  whence  it  is  called  '*  the  faith  of  the  opera- 
**  tion  of  God,"  Col.  ii.  12. 

So  then,  let  not  believers  defpiie  the  day  of  fmall  things,  or 
overlook  that  great  and  infinite  mercy  which  is  wrapt  up  in  the 
ieaft  degree  of  faving  faith. 

Infer.  5.  Learn  hence  the  impofiiMity  </  their  falvation^  who 
neither  know  the  nature,  nor  enjoy  the  medns  <^  faving  faith. 

My  (bul  pides  and  mourns  over  the  infidel  world.  Ah !  what 
will  become  of  the  millions  of  poor  unbelievers!  there  is  but 
one  door  of  ralvatk>n,  viz,  Chrift;  and  but  bne  key  of  faith  to' 
open  that  door :  and'as  that  key  was  never  ^iveiv  to  the  Heathen 
world;  fo  it  is  laidafide,  or  taken  away  fh>m  the  people  by 
their  cruel  guides,  all  over  the  Popifh  world ;  were  you  among 
them,  you  ftiould  hear  nothing  elfe  prefled  as  neceflary  to  your 
ialvation  but  a  blind,  implicit  faith,  to  believe  as  the^churdi 
believes ;  that  is,  to  believe  they  know  not  what. 

To  believe  as  the  pope  believes ;  that  Is,  as  an  infidel  believes, 
for  fo  they  confefs  he  may  be,  *  and  though  there  be  fuch  a 
thing,  asanexplicit  faith  fometimesfpoken  of  among  them,  yei 
it  is  vefy  fparingly  difcourfed,  very  falfely  defcribed,  iand  ex- 
ceedingly flighted  by  them,  as  the  meereft  trifle  in  the  world. 

firji^  It  is  but  fparingly  dircourfed  of:  they  love  not  to  ac- 
cnftom  the  peoples  ears  to  fuch  a  doArine ;  one  of  themfelves 
confefles  that  there  is  fodeep  a  Ti fence  of  explicit,  particular 
feith  in  the  Romfh  church,  that  you  may  find  many  everywhere, 
that  bdieve  no  more  of  thcfe  things  than  Heathen  phihfo- 
t^rti. 

SecomBy,  When  it  is  preached  or  written  of,  it  is  falfely  de- 

*  For  the  Pope's  internal  faith  is  not  neceflary  to  the  church, 
Canus  in  loc,  Tbeol.p.  344. 
t  Navarr.  cap.  i|,p,  i4;j.   • 
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fcribed :  for  tbey  plaoe  the  whoie  naiure  and  eft-nee  of  jaftify'mg 
and  faviog  faith  in  a  naked  aiTeot :  which  the  dcvtls  have  as  well 
as  ncD,  James  ii.  19.  db  more  thaft  this  is  preficd  upon  the  pto* 
pie  at  aoy  time,  as  neceifary  to  their  (aWattoo. 

Thirdly t  Aud  even  this  particular  explicit  faith,  when  It  is  fpo* 
ken  or  written  oMs  exee^didgiy  flighctd.  I  think  li^itvil 
bimfelf  were  in  thcpuifit,  be  could  hardly- tell  how  to  bring 
men  to  a  more  low  and  (light  e^ieem  of  faith.;  to  repreieoc  ii 
more  as  a  very  trifle,  or  a  qiuie  needlefs  thing,  than  theie  bis 
agents  have  done.  Some  t  ^ay>  i^  ^  n^^  believe  with  a  parti- 
cular explicit  faith,  (i.  e.J  if  he  aAually  aflcnt  to  the  fcriptnre* 
truths  ODce  in  a  year,  it  is  enough*  Yea,  and  others  ||  ihibk 
it  too  much  to  oblige  people  to  believe  once  in  twelve  mouthsf 
and,  for  their  eafe,  tell  them,  if  they  believe  once  in  twelve 
years  it  is  fufficient :  aad»  leA  this  (bould  be  too  great  a  t^ik, 
others  *  affirm,  that  if  it  be  done  but  once  in  their  whole  Uie,^ 
and  that  at  the  point  of  death  too,  it  is  enough,  cfpecialiy  for. 
the  rude  and  common  people.  Good  God !  what  a  do^rloe 
is  here  !  it  was  a  faying  long  ago- of  Gregory  (as  I  remeiBbfir^ 
Mabis  minifler  ift  nifus  diakcU  i  h  M'icked  miDifier  is  the  df 
vil's  gcofsharmk,  that  goes  a  birdtng  for  hell ;  and  O  what  gam» 
have  theie  hawks  ^i  hell  amoug  Tuch  numerous  flocks  of  peo- 
ple 1  O  blefs  God,  white  you  Uve,  for  your  deliverance  from 
Popery;  and  fee  that  you  prize  the  goTpel,  aqd  means  of  grace,* 
you  enjoy. at  an  higher  rate,  h{k  God  bitng  yon  once  morfr 
under  that  yoke,  which  neither  you  ivor  yoifr  fathers  cooid 
bear. 

See&nd  ufi  for  exaniinatkmt. 

Doth  faving  faith  confiA  in  a  due  and  r%bt  receiving  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  I  then  let  me  perfnade  you  to  examine  your- 
felves'ln  (his  great  point  of/ faith.  Refled.  iblemnly  upoo  the 
Iraafa^ions  that  have  betn  betwixt  Cbrift  and  your  iouls  v 
think  cldfe  on  this  fubjed  of  meditation. 

If  all  you  were  worth  in  the  world  lay  in  One  precious  fiooe, 
jand  that  ftooe  were  10  be  tried  by  the  fiqlful  Lapidary^  whether. 
H  were  true  or  folfe,  whether  it  would  fiy^  or  endure  under  the  , 
fnsart  t^roke  of  his  hammer,  Jure  your  thonghts  could  .not  be  ud* 
cofscerued  abont  the  ifTue  :  Why  all  thatyonare  worth  in  botk? 
^vorlds  depends  upon  the  truth  of  your  faith,  which  is  now  la ' 
be  tried, 

0  therefore  read  n6t  thefe  lines  whh  a  rucming  careieis  eye» 

%  Pctr.  a  S.  Jofeph.  frnn.  Art.  1.  p.  6.    , 

1  Goojiciaa,  Tom.  a.  in  1  precept.        *  Jo.  San.  Difp.  41.  n.  }?• 
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|)ur  ferbufly  peodfer  the  rtiattcar  before  you  :  Ydu  would  be  loih 
10  pat  to  lea,  chough  it  were  but  to  crois  the  channel,  in  a  roc* 
tea  leaky  bottom  :  And  will  yoii  dare  to  vcntnrc  inta  the  oceaa 
of  eternity  in  a  falfe  rotten  faith  I  God  forbid  :  You  know  the 
Lord  is  coming  to  try  every  man's  faith  as  by  fire,  and  that  we 
nioft  Hand  or  tall  for  ever  with  the  fincerity  or  hypocrify  of  our 
fai(h.  Surely,  you  can  never  be  too  exaft  and  careful  about 
cbar»  00  which  your  whole  efiate  depends,  and  that  for  ever. 

Now  there  are  ihree  things  upon  which  weihould  have  a  very 
tender  and  watchful  eye>  for  the  diicovery  of  the  fincerity  of 
oar  faith,  and  they  are. 

Antecedents     ^ 
The  i  Concomitants    ^  ofFatih. 
!  ^Confequents 

As  theft  are,  fo  we  mnft  judge  and  reckon  our  faith  to  be. 

Aod,  accordingly,  they  furnilh  us  with  three  general  marksi  or 

trials  of  faith. 

I       Firfty  If  you  would  difcern  the  fincerity  of  your  faith,  exa- 

\    feioe  whether  thoie  antecedents^  and  preparative  works  of  the 

fpirit,  were  ever  found  in  your  fouls,   which  ufe  to  idtrodsce 

»    and  uther  it  into  the  fouls  of  God's  eleA :  Such  are  iUumination» 

eonvidlion,  fclf-defpair,  and  earne(^  cr^es  to  God. 

Firfl,  Illumination  is  a  necefTary  antecedent  to  faith :  You 

!    caonor  believe  till  God  hath  opened  your  eyes  to  fee  your  fin, 

{    your  mifery  by  fin,  and  your  remedy  in  Jefus  ChrUl  alotte  r  You 

i    iSnd  this  a£^  d  the  Spirit  to  be  the  firfi,  in  order  both  of  nature 

and  lime,  and  introduftive  to  all  the  reft,  Afts  xxvi.  i8. ."  To 

\    *'  turn  them  fromdarknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Sa» 

\    ^  tan  to  God."     As  faith  without  works  (which  muft  be  a  con' 

I    feqvent  to  it)  is  dead^  fo  faith  without  lights  which  muft  be  aQ 

I    antecedent  to  it,  is  Mind:  Fai(h  is  the  handhj  which  Chrift  is 

received,  but  knowledge  is  the  eye  by  which  that  hand  is  di- 

redfed.  #-       ., 

Well  then,  hath  God  opened  your  eyes  to  fee  fin,  and  mife- 
ry in  another  manner  than  ever  you  faw  them  before  ?  Fpr  cer* 
taialy,  if  God  have  opened  your  eyes  by  faving  iltuminiatk>n,  you 
Will  find  as  great  a  difference  betwixt  your  former  and  preient 
dpprehenfions  of  fin  and  danger,  as  betwixt  the  painted  lion  u* 
pon  the  wall  or  fign<^oft,  and  the  real  living  lion  that  meets 
you  roaring  in  the  way. 

Secondly,  ConviSlion  Is  an  antecedent  to  believing  :  Where 
this  goes  not  before,  jio  faith  can  folbw  after  :  The  Spirit  fir(V 
Convinces  of  fin,  then  of  righteoufnefs,  John  xvi.  8.  So  Marie 
1 1  j.  ^^  Repeat  ye,  and  believe  the  gofpel :-'  Believe  it,  O  inao. 
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that  breaft  of  thine  muft  be  wounded,  that  vala  and  frothy 
heart  of  thine  muft  be  pierced  and  ftujng  with  coaviOioa,  fecfe, 
and  forrow  for  fin :  Thpu  nouft  have  fomc  fick  days,  and  rel- 
iefs nights  for  fin,  if  ever  thou  rightly  clofe  with  Chrift  by  faith. 
Ic  is  true,  there  is  much  difference  found  in  the  ftrength,  depth, 
and  continuance  of  conviction,  and  fpirituat  troubles  in  converts ; 
for  fure  it  is,  the  child  of  feith  is  not  ordinarily  born  without 
fome  pangs.  Conviflioo  is  the  application  of  that  light  which 
God  makes  to  (hine  in  our  minds,  to  our  particular  cafe  and 
condition,  by  the  confcience  ;  and  fure,  when  men  come  to  fee 
their  miferable,  and  fad  cftate  by  a  true  light,  it  cannot  but 
wound  them,  and  that  to  the  very  heart. 

Thirdly,  Self-defpairi  or  a  total  and  abfolute  lofs  in  our  fclves 
about  deliverance,  and  the  way  of  efcape,  either  by  our  felves, 
or  any  other  mere  creature,  doth,  and  muft  go  befoire  faith. 

So  it  was  with  thofe  believers,  Afts  ii.  37.  "Men  and bre- 
**  thren  what  (hall  we  do  ?"  They  are  the  words  of  men  at  a 
total  lofs  :  It  is  the  voice  of  poor  diftreffcd  fouls,  that  faw  thcm- 
ielves  in  mifery,  but  knew  not,  (aw  not,  nor  coulc^  devifeany   , 
way  of  efcape  from  it,  by  any  thing  they  could  do  for  them-   : 
felves,  or  any  other  creature  for  them :  And  hence  the  apofllc   , 
ufes  that  emphatical  word.  Gal.  iii.  23.  avyKixXtia-fjupch  (i.  e.) 
fiut  up  to  the  faith,  (i.  e.)  as  men  befieged,  and  diftrefiTed  in  a 
garriion  in  time  of  a  ftorm,  when  the  enemy  pours  in  upon  them 
through  the  breaches,  and  over-powers  them  :  There  is  but 
one/aify'port  or  gate,  at  which  they  can  e(cape,  and  to  that  they 
all  throng,  as  defpairing  of  life,  if  they  take  any  other  courfe. 
Juft  fo  do  mens  conviAions  befiege  them^  diftrefs  them^  beat 
them  off  from  all  their  holds  and  intrenchments,  and  bring  them 
to  a  pinching  diflrefs  in  themfelves, '(hutting  them  up  to  Chrift 
as  the  only  way  tp  efcape.     Duties  cannot  fave  me,  reformati- 
on canru>t  fave  me,  nor  angels,  nor  nien  can  fave  me ;  there  is 
no  way  but  one,  Chrifi,  or  cc  »  kmnation  for  ever. 

I  thought  once,  that  a  little  repentance,  reformation,  refVitn- 
tioo,  and  a  ftrifter  life,  might  be  a  way  to  eftape  wrath  to 
come,  but  I  find  the  bed  is  too  (hort,  and  the  covering  too  nar- 
row :  All  rs  but  lofs,  dung,  drofs,  in  coroparifon  with  Jefos 
Chrift ;  If  I  truft  to  thofe  Egyptian  reeds,  they  will  not  only 
fail  me,  but  pierce  and  wound  me  too,  1  fee  no  hope  within  the 
whole  Horizon  of  fenfe. 

Fourthly,  Hence  come  vehement  andearnefi  cries  to  God  for 
faith,  for  Chrift,  for  help  from  heaven,  to  tranfport  the  foul 
out  of  this  dangerous  CQudition^  to  that  ftropg  rock  of  falvati- 
on ;  to  bring  it  out  of  this  furious^  ftormy  fea  of  trouble 
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where  it  is  ready  to  wreck  every  momeDt,  into  that  fafe  and 
quiet  harbour,  Chrift, 

0  whea  a  man  ftiall  fee  his  mifcry  aod  danger,  and  do  way 

of  efcape  but  Chrift,  and  that  he  hath  no  ability  in  himfelf  to 

come  to  ChriA,  to  open  his  heart  thus  to  receive  him,  but  that 

this  work  of  faith  is  whoUy  fupernatural,  the  operation  of  God  ; ' 

,  how  wiJl  the  foul  return  again,  and  again  upon  God,  with  fuch 

,  cries  as  in  Mark  ix.  24.  "  Lord,  help  my  unbelief?"    **  Lord 

"  enable  me  to  come  to  Chrift ;  give  me  Chrift  or  I  perifti  for 

"  ever ;  What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood  ?  Why  fhould  I  die 

"  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  a  Saviour  ?  O  Lord,  it  is  thine 

"  own  work,  a  moft  glorious  work  :  Reveal  thine  Arm  in  this 

"  work  upon  my  foul,  I  pray  thee ;  give  me  Chrift,  if  thou 

''  deny  me  bread ;  give  me  faith,  if  thou  deny  me  breath, 

"  It  is  more  neceflary  that  I  believe,  than  that  I  live." 

0  Reader^  refle£l  upon  days  and  nights  that  are  paft,  the 
places  where  ihou  haft  been  converfaut :  Where  are  the  bed- 
fides,  or  the  fecret  corners  where  thou  haft  befieged  heaven 
with  fuch  cries  ?   If  Cod  have  thus  enlightened,  convinced,  dif- 
\  trefled  thy  Ibul,  and  thus  fet    thee  a  mourning  after  Chrift,  it 
j  will  be  one  good  fign  that  faith  is  come  into  thy  foul ;  for  here 
I  are  certainly  the  harbingers  and  fore-runners  of  it,  that  ordina- 
rily make  way  for  faith  into  the  fouls  of  men. 

Secondly^  If  you  would  be  fatisfied  of  the  fincerity  and  truth 
of  your  faith,  then  examine  what  concomitants  it  is  attended  with 
ia  your  fouls.  I  mean,  what  frames  and  tempers  your  fouls 
were  in,  at  that  time  when  you  think  you  received  Chrift.  For 
certainly,  in  thofe  that  receive  Chrift,  (excepting  thofe  into 
whofe  hearts,  God  hath  in  a  more  ftill  and  infenfiblc  way  infu- 
fed  faith  betime,  by  his  bleffing  upon  pious  education)  fuch 
concomitant  frames  of  fpirit  may  be  remarked,  as  thefe  follow- 

Firjh^  The  heart  is  izc^\y  feridus,  and  as  much  in  earpeft  in 
this  matter,  as  ever  it  was,  or  can  be,  about  any  thing  in  the 
world.  This  you  fee  in  that  example  of  the  Jaylor,  Afts  xvi; ; 
29.  *•  He  came  in  trembling  and  aftoniftied  :"  It  is  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  and  important  matter  that  ever  the  foul  had  before  it,  in 
this  world,  or  ever  ftiall,  or  can  have :  How  much  are  the 
hearts  of  men  afFefted  in  their  outward  ftraits  and  diftrcfles,  a- 
bout  the  concernments  of  the  body  ?  Their  hearts  are  riot  a 
little  concerned  iafuch  queftions  as  thefe,  "  What  ftiall  I  eat  * 
'*  what  fliall  I  drink  V  wherewithal  fliall  I  and  mine  be  fed  and 
doathed  ?  but  certainly  the  ftraits  that  fouls  are  in  about  fahra- 
.  Vol.  II.  Hh 
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tioa,  Mft  be  ajlowccl  ii>be  greater  than  thefe  t  and  fuch  que* 
Jlioo  as  that  ot  che  Jaylor's,  •*  Sirs!  What  muft  1  do  to  be 
"  faved?'*  mak«  dcfcp^r  impr eflions  upon  the  heart,  than  what 
(hall  I  eat,  or  drink  ?  Some,  indeed,  have  thetr  thoughts  fiak* 
log  deeper  into  thcfe  things  than  others :  Thefe  thoughts  lie 
with  diiiereftt  degtets  of  weight  upon  men ;  but  alt  are  moft  fo« 
lemnly  and  awfully  concerned  about  their  condition :  All  froth!* 
eefs  and  frolics  are  gone,  and  the  heart  fettles  iti^If  in  the  deep- 
eL\  earneft  about  its  eternal  ikte; 

Secondly t  The  heart  that  receives  Jefus  Chrift,  is  in  a  frame 
of  deep  humiliation  and  tlf-abafemeiit.  O,  when  a  man  begins 
to  apprehend  the  fir  A  approaches  of  grace,  pardon,  and  mercy 
by  Jefus  Chrift  to  his  foul :  ~  When  a  foul  is  convinced  of  \ii 
litter  unworthincfs,  and  dcfert  of  hell ;  and  can  (carcc  expeft 
any  thing' elfe  from  th<;  juft  and  holy  God,  but  damnation,  ho^' 
4o  the  firft  dawniogs  of  mercy  melt  and  humble  them!  "  0 
*^  Lord,  what  am  I  that  thou  fhouldcft  feed  mc  and  prcfervc 
"  me  f  that  thou  (houldeft  but  for  a  few  years  fpare^mc,  and 
^*  forbear  iB€  J  but  that  ever  Jefus  Chrift  fhould  love  roe,  and 
^^  give  himfelf  for  me ;  that  fuch  a  wretched  fmner  asl,  (hould 
'*  obtain  union  with  his  perfon,  pardon,  peace  and  iaivatiofl 
**  by  his  blood  I  Lord,  whence  is  this  to  fuch  a  worm  as  I  ? 
"  and  will  Chrift  indeed  beftow  himfelf  upon  me  ?  (hall  fo  great 
"  a  bleffing  as  Chrift  ever  come  within  the  arms  of  fnch  a  foul 
'*  as  mine  ?  will  God  ia  very  deed  be  reconciled  to  roe  in  his 
•*  Son  ?  what,  to  me  !  to  fuch  an  enemy  as  I  have  been  !  (ball 
**  my  fms  which  are  fo  many,  fo  horrid,  fo  much  aggravated, 
"  beyond  th6  fins  of  rabft  men,  be  forgiven  ?  O  what  am  I, 
•*  Tile  duft  ?  bafe  wretch,  that  ever  God  (hould  do  this  for 
**  me  I"  And  how  is  that  fcripture  fulfilled  and  made  good, 
Ezek.  xvi*  6:3*  **  That  thou  mayeft  ren^ember,  and  be  cob- 
**  founded,  and  never  open  thy  mouth  any  more,  becaufe  of  tby 
**  Ihame,  when  I  am  pacified  towards  thee  for  all*  that  thou  haft 
«*  done,  faith  the  Lord  God*"  Thus,  that  poor  broken-hearted 
|)eliever  flood  behind  Chrift  weeping,  and  waftiiog  his  feet  with 
tears,,  as  one  quite  melted  down,  and  overcome  with  the  fenfe  of 
Hiercy  to  fuch  a  vile  finner,  Luke  vii.  38. 

Thirdly,  The  foul  that  receives  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  a  weary  con* 
Jition,  reftlefs,  and  full  of  difquietnefs,  neither  able  to  bear  the 
burden  of  fin,  nor  knowing  how  td  be  difcbarged  from  it,  except 
Chrift  will  give  it  eafe,  Mat.  xi.  28.  **  Come  unto  me,"  that  is, 
believe  in  me,  **  you  th^t  Jire  weary  arid  heavy  laden  :"  If  they 
do  not  look  into  their  own  fouls,  they  know  there  is  no/af^ty, 
and  if  they  do,  there's  no  comfort,    O I  the  b^doofome  &o^ 
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{iik  overwdghs  diem ;  they  are  ready  to  fall,  to  fiokonder  it. 

Bmrth^yt  The  Ibul  that  rightly  receives  ChYift,  is  not  only 

inji  wc«7,  bat  in  a  hngmg  c^ndiiim:  never  did  the  h^rf  pant 

more  ewoeiliy  for  the  water-brooRs :  never  did  the  hirekng  defins 

ihe  (hriow :  never  did  a  c^mismmd per/on  long  for  a  pardon  more 

^aa  tbe  ib«i  loqgs  after  Jeiiis  ChrKt.     O,  laid  David,  that  one 

wooidgive  me  of  the  warer  of  the  weU  of  B(;;chlehea)  to  drink* 

Ojaicfa  the  poor  humbled  finner,  that  one  would  give  me  of  the 

dpeoed  foancftin  of  the  blood  of  Chriil  to  drink  i  O  for  one  drop 

'^ttbfic  precious  blood  !  O  for  one  encoaraging  fmilefrom  ChriA  1 

Oqow  were  tea  thoufand  wqrlds  at  my  cootmand,  and  ChriA  to 

be  bought,  how  freely  would  I  lay  them  ;all  down  to  purchafe 

km\  l>ttt  he  is  ihcgi/iot  God.     O  that  God  would  give  me 

Chfift,  if  X  (hottld  go  in  rags,  and  -hiuiger  and  chiril  all  my  days 

in  this  world ! 

^ifiiiy,  The  fool  in  the  time  of  its  dofrng  with,  or  receiving 
thrift,  is  in  tijlate  of  confix :  It  hangs  between  hopes  and  fears, 
•CQCOBr^emeots  and  difcouragements,  which  occaGons  many  a  fad 
ftaod  aad  fjaufe  in  the  way  to  Chrift;  iomctimes  the  number  and 
flaturc  of  its  iins  dil'courage  it,  then  the  riches  and.  frcencfs  of 
the  grace  of  Chrift,  erefts  his  hopes  again  :  therc'sjittic  hope, 
faith  unbelief;  nay,  it  is  utterly  impoffible,  laith  Satan,  that.ever 
luch  a  wretch  as  thou  (houldft  find  mercy ;  now  the  hands  hang 
<iowa.  O  bat  then  there's  a  neceffity,  an  abfolute  neceffity;  1 
bare  not  the  choice  of  two,  but  am  (hut  up  to  o»e  way  of  deli- 
▼eraoce :  others  have  found  mercy,  and  the  invitation  is  to  all 
that  are  weary«  and  to  all  that  are  athii<ft  :  he  faith,  he  that 
Cometh  to  him,  :hc  will  in  no  wife  caft  out ;  now  new  hopes  id- 
ffir<  the  Ibal,  and  the  hands  that  did  hang  down  are  agaia 
ftrengthened. 
Thefe  are  the  ctmcemiiant  frames  that  accompany  faith, 
i»Mark,  Laftly,  Examine  the  con/efuents  and  effefts  of  faith, 
'V  you  W9uld  be  fatisfied  of  the  truth  and  Uncerity  of  it:  ^nd 

Flrft,  Evangelical  meltings,  and  ingenuous  ihawings  of  the 
beart  under  the  apprehenfions  of  grace  and  mercy  r  Zcch.  xii.  lo, 
**  They  (ball  look  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  (hall 
*'  mourn." 

•jccondly,  Lme  toChrifi,  bis  ways  and  people ,  Gal.  v.  6  FaitA 
Tvarketh  ky  love,  (i.  e.)  it  reprefents  the  love  of  God,  and  then 
makes  ufe  of  the  fweetnefi  of  it  by  way  of  argument,  to  con- 
ftram  &e  foul  <to  all  a^s  of  obedience,  wherein  it  may  teftify  tbc^ 
reality  of  its  love  to  God  and  Chrlff  •  « 
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Thirdly^  Htzxt  purity^  Afts  xv,  9.  "  Purifying  their  hearis by 
'*  faith:"  It  doth  not  only  cleanfe  the  hands  but  the fcart; 
N6  principle  in  man,  befides  faith,  can  do  this  :  Morality  may 
hide  corruption,  but  faith  only  purifies  the  heart  fromjt. 

Fourthly,  Obedience  to  the  cqmmands  of  Chrilf,  Rom.  xvi. 
26.  the  very  name  of  faith  is  called  upon  obedience ;  for  it  accepts 
Chrift  as  Lord,  and  urges  upoi^the  foul  the  moft  powerful  argu- 
ments in  the  world  to  draw  it  to  obedience. 

In  a  word,  let  the  poor  doubting  believer,  that  queftionshls 
faith,  refleft  upon  thofe  things  that  are  unqueftionable  in  his 
•own  experience,  which  being  well  confidcred,  will  greatly  tend 
to  his'fatisfaftion  in  this  point. 

It  is  very  doubtful  to  you  whether  you  believe,  but  yet  io  the 
mean  while,  it  may  be  paft  doubt,  (being  a  matter  of  clearcxpc- 
rience)  that  you  have  been  deeply  convinced  of  fin,  flruck  off 
from  all  carnal  props  and  refuges,  made  willing  to  accept  Jefos 
Chrift  upon  what  terms  foever  you  might  enjoy  him ;  you  doubt 
whether  Chrift  be  yours,  but  it  is  paft  doubt  that  you  have  a 
moft  high  and  precious  efteem  of  Chrift,  that  you  heartily  long 
for  him,  that  you  prize  and  love  all,  whether  perfons  or  things, 
that  bear  his  image;  that  nothing  in  the  world  would  pleafe 
'  your  hearts  like  a  transformation  into  his  likenefs ;  that  you  had 
rather  your  fouls  ftiould  be  filled  with  Jbis  fpirit,  than  your  boa- 
fes  with  gold  and  filver.     It  is  doubtful  whether  Chrift  be  yours, 
but  it  is  paft  doubt  that  one  fmile  from  Chrift,  one  token  of  his^ 
love  would  do  you  more  good  than  all  the  honours  and  fmiles  of 
the  world  ;  and  nothing  fo  grieves  you,  as  your  grieving  hin 
by  fin  doth  :  You  dare  not  fay  that  you  have  received  him,  nor! 
can  you  deny  but  that  you  have  had  many  fick  days  and  nights; 
for  him  ;  that  you  have  gone  into  many  fecret  places  with  earn 
ing  bowels  after  him ;  whether  he  be  yours  or  not,  yon  cannot 
tell ;  but  that  you  are  refolved  to  be  his,  that  you  can  tell ;  whe- 
ther he  win  fave  you  is  but  a  doubt,  but  that  you  refolve  to  lie  at 
his  feet,  and  wait  only  on  him,  aiid  nev<r  look  to  another  foi 
falvation,  is  nO  doubt.  1 

Well,  well ;  poor  penfive  foul,  if  it  be  fo,  arife,  lift  up  tby 
dejefted  head,  take  thipe  own  Chrift  into  thy  arms.  Tbefe  aro 
undoubted  figns  of  a  real  clofure  with  Chrift ;  thou  makeft  thy- 
felf  poor,  and  yet  haft  great  riches  j  Such  things  as  thef^arc 
not  found  in  .them  that  defpife  and  reject  Qhrift  by  unbelief. 
3.  U/e  of  exhortation, 

3.  Ufe.  This  point  is  likcwife  very  improveablc^  by  way « 
^3^hortatioo,  and  that  both  to 

Unbelievers  and  Believers 
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•  Firjiy  Yo  unbelievers,  who  from  hence  muft  be  preflcd,  as  e- 
vcjr  ihey  expeft  to  fee  the  face  of  God  in  peace,  to  receive  Jcfus 
Chrift,  as  he  is  now  offered  to  them  in  the  gofpel.  This  is  the 
very  fcope  of  the  gofpel,  I  flxail  therefore  prefs  it  by  three  great 
:confideratlons,  viz, 

Firft,  What  is  in  Chrift  whom  you  are  to  receive. 

Secondly 9  What  is  in  the  offer  of  Chrift  by  the  gofpel. 

Thirdly,  What  is  in  the  rejeAing  of  that  offer. 
Firfi  motive. 

Firfi,  Coniider  well  what  is  in  Chrift,  whom  1  pcrfuade  you 
this  day  to  receive :  Did  you  know  what  is  in  Chrift,  you  would 
never  neglcft  or  rejeift  him  as  you  do :  For,    . 

Firfi, "  God  is  in  Chrift,"  2  Cor.  v.  19.  the  Deity  hath  chofen 
to  dwell  to  his  flefti ;  Ke  is  "  God  manifeft  in  flefti,"  i  Tim  iii. 
16.  a  Godhead  dwelling  in  flefti,  is  the  world's  wonder  :  fo 
that  in  receiving  Chrift,  you  receive  God  himfelf. 

Secondly,  The  authprity  of  God  is  in  Chrift,  Exod.  xxiii.  21. 
"  My  naoie  is  in  him  :  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed,"  John 
vi.  27.  he  hath  the  commiffion,  the  great  feal  of  heaven  to  re- 
deem and  fave  you  ;  All  power  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given  to 
him,  Matth.  xxviii.  18.  he  comes  in  his  Father's  name  to  you, 
as  well  as  in  his  own  name. 

Thirdly,  The  wifdom  of  God  is  in  Chrift,  i  Cor.  L  24. 
**  Chrift  the  wifdom  of  God :"  yea,  ''in  him  are  hid  all  the 
'*  treaAires  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,"  Col.  ii.  3.  Never  did 
>he  wifdom  of  God  difplay  itfelf  before  the  eyes  of  angels  and 
men,  as  it  hath  done  in  Chrift.  The  **  angels  defire  to  look  in- 
•*  to  it,'*  1  Pet.  I.  12.  yet  they  are  not  fo  much  concerned  in 
the  projeft  and  defign  of  this  wifdom  in  redemption,  as  you  are. 

Fourthiy,,The  /idne/s  of  the  Spirit  is  in  Chrift  ;  yea,  it  fills 
him  fo  as  it  never  did,  nor  Will  fill  any  creature,  John  iii.  34. 
**  God  giveth  not  the  Spirit  by  meafure  to  him  :**  all  others 
have  their  limits,  ftints,  and  meafures  ;  ibme  more,  ibnie  lefs ; 
but  the  Spirit  is  in  Chrift' without  meafure.  O  how  lovely  and 
defirable  are  thofe  men  that  have  a  large  meafure  of  the  Spirit 
in  them  !  but  he  is  anointed  with  the  Spirit  of  holinefs,  above 
all  his  fellows y.  Pfal.  xiv.  2,  7.  Whatever  grace  is  found  in  all 
the  faints,  which  makes  them  defirabl^  and  lovely,  wifdom  in 
one,  faith  in  another,  patience  in  a  third  ;  they  all  centre  in 
Chrift  as  the  rivers  do  in  the  fea,  que  faciunt  divifa  beatum,  in 
hoc  mixta  fiuunt*, 

Fifthly,  The  righteoufnefsof  God  is  in  .Chrift,  by  which  only 
a  poor  guilty  finner  can  be  juftified  before  Gpd,  2  Cor,  v.  21.  we 
%%  "  m^de  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ;'*  he  is  Uplli  HTn 


**  (beLordoorrlghteovifarefs/'  Jer5xxiii.  6.f  ^.  <**thcamhor 
**  of  onj  righteouinefs,*'  or  the  Lord  wto  juftifies  us ;  by  ttel 
^Moc  he  will  be  kAowa,  and  called  bjr  his  people^  thtn  wbkk 
•oaecaabefweeter.  . 

Sixthly,  The  love  of  God  is  in  Chrift ;'  yea,  the  wy  yearniag 
bowels  ot  .4iviQe  love  are  id  htm  :  What  is  Cbri^,  bdt  the  love 
o(  God  wrapt  op  in  «efti  aad  blood  ?  i  J®hn  iv. 9,  «>•  ***  in*his 
^'  was  roanifeftcd  -the  love  ot  God  towards  us  -/'  aod  ifaeFeiii  is 
love,  that  God  feat  his  Son :  this  is  the  higheft  flight  that  ever 
^ivioelove  made;  and  higher  thaa  this  it  canool  mooat.  0 
]ov^,  »iiparallek4  and  admirable  I 

Seventhly^  The  mercies  aod  conspafGons  of  God  are  all  id 
Cbnfty  Jude  ver.  21.  Mercy  is  the  thing  that  poor  fionerswanti 
k  is  that  they  cry  for  at  the  laft  gafp ;  it  is  the  only  thing  tbtt 
can  'do  them  good,  O  what  would  tl^ey  give  to  find  in^cy  la 
that  jgreat  day  I  Why,  if  you  receive  Chrift,  you  fhall  with  hin 
reccke  mercy  5  but  out  of  him,  there  is  no  mercy  to  be  cxpcftcd 
frosi  the  hands  of  God  ;  fox  God  will  nev-er  <exercife  mercy  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  juftice ;  and  it  is  ia  Chrift  that  jufticc  and 
•mercy  meet  and  embrace  each  other. 

Eight fyy  To  conclude.  The  falvatioos  of  God  are  in  Chrift, 
Afts  iv.  12.  "  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  othen**  Chrift 
is  the  door  of  falvation,  and  faith  is  the  key  that  opens  that  door 
to  men.  If  you  therefore  believe  not,  u  e.  if  you  fo  receive  not 
Jrfas  Chrift,  as  God  hath  ofFerc^  him,  you  exclude  yourieWts 
frerm  all  hopes  of  (alvation.  The  devils  have  as  much  groQiid 
to  expedt  falvation  as  you :  you  fee  what  is  iu  Chrift  to  induce 
you  to  receive  him. 

-  Motive  2. 

Next,  1  befeech  you,  confider  what  there  is  in  the  oflfer  of 
Chfift  to  Tinners,  to  induce  you  to  receive  him.  Confider  wdl 
to  Tohom,  and  Ijg^  Chrift  is  oSered  in  thet  gofpel. 

Firft^  To  'whcm  he  is  offered ;  not  to  the  fallen  aiigels,  b«t 
to  you ;  they  lie  in  chains  of  darknefs,  Jade  6.  as  he  totfk  not 
their  nature,  fo  he  defigns  not  their  recovery ;  and  therefore 
will  have  no  treaty  at  all  with  them  :  but  he  is  oifered  to  yoo, 
creatures  of  an  inferior  rank  and  order  by  nature ;  nor  is  he  of- 
fered to  the  damned,  the  treaty  of  peace  is  ended  with  them : 
Chrift  will  never  make  them  another  tender  of  falvatioo  ;  nor  is 
he  offered  to  millions  of  mrllious  as  good  as  you,  now  living  iq 
the  world.  The  found  of  Chrift,  aod  falvation  is  not  come  »a 
their  cars,  but  h^  is  oftered  to  you  by  the  fpecial  favour  aod 

♦  Aut^reyi  jufiiii^  nofire.    Cidv.  ia  ioc, 
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fenRcy  of  h^vcn ;  and  will  yoa  not  receive  him  ?  O!  thca 
bow  will  the  devils,  the  damned,  and  tb?  Heathens,  upbraid 
yoor  folly !  and  fay,  bad  we  had  one  fach  tender  of  mercy,  of 
wLich  you  have  had  thoafaods,  we  would  never  have  been  now 
'm  this  piace  of  tor  men  rs. 

Secofdly,  Confidcr  how  Chrift  is  offered  to  you,  and  yoii 
AaJI  find  that  he  is  ofFered, 

I.  Freely,  as  the  gift  of  God,  to  your  fouls ;  you  arc  nof  to 
furcia/e  hMf  but  only  to  receive  him,  Ifa  Iv.  1.  *•  Ho,  every 
*'  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath 
"  no  money,  let  him  come,"  ifc, 

2.  Chriit  is  offered  importunately,  by  repeated  intreatics. 
2  Cor.  V.  20.  "  As  though  God  did  befeech  you,  we  pray  yon 
**  in  Chrift's  ftead,  be  ye  reconciled  ta  God.**  O !  what  a- 
iDazing  condclcenfion  is  here  in  the  God  of  mercy !  God  no'tr 
befeeches  you^  will  you  not  yield  to  the  infreaties  of  yoor  God  ? 
0  then  what  wilt  thou  fay  for  thyfelf,  when  God  will  not  bear 
*"  ihee,  when  thou  (halt  intreat  and  cry  for  mercy  ?  Which  brings 
us  to 

Motive  3.  Confider  the  fm  ai>d  danger  that  there  is  inrcfuf^ 
tag,  or  neglecting  the  prefcnt  offers  6f  Chrift  in  the  gofpcl,  and 
ibrely  there  is  much  fm  in  it ;  the  very  malignity  of  fin,  and 
the  fum  of  all  mifery.  lies  here ;  for  in  fcfufing  Chrift, 

1.  You  put  the  greateft  contempt  and  flight  upon  all  the  at-* 
tributes  of  God  that  it  is  poffible  for  a  creature  to  do ;  God  hath 
made  his  juftice,  his  mercy,  htswifdoiti,  and  all  his  attributes,^ 
to  (bine  In  their  brighteft  glory  in  Chrift.  Never  was  there  fuch 
a  difplay  of  tlie  glory  of  God  made  to  the  world  in  any  other 
way. 

O  then,  what  Is  it  to  rejeft  and  defpife  Jefus  Chrift,  but  to 
offer  the  greateft  afii  ont  to  the  glory  of  God|  that  it  is  poflible 
fo-  men  to  put  upon  it? 

2.  You  hereby  fruftrate  and  evacuate  the  very  defign,  and 
importafice  of  the  gofpel  to  yourfelves ;  you  "  i;eceivc  the  grace 
*•  of  God  in  vain,"  2  Cor.  vi.  i.  As  good,  yea,  better  had  it 
been  for  you,  that  Chrift  had  never  come  into  the  world,  or, 
if  he  had,  that  your  lot  had  fallen  in  the  dark  places  o{  the 
earth,  where  you  had  never  heard  his  name;  yea,  good  had  it 
been  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  been  born. 

3.  Hereby  a  man  rourthers  his  own  foul.  *'  I  faid  therefore 
"  unto  you,  that  you  fliall  die  in  your  fins ;  for  if  ye  believe 
*'  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  ftiall  die  in  your  fins,"  John  viii.  24. 
U&bciie-f  is  felfcmurderj   you  are  guilty  of  the  blood  of  your 
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own  faols :  life  and  falvacioa  was  offered  you,  and  you  rejefted 
it.     Yea, 

4.  The  rcfufing  of  Ghrift  by  unbelief,  will  aggravate  your 
damnation,  above  all  others  that  peri(h  in  ignorance  of  Cbrift. 
O  'twill  be  more  tolerabJe  for  Heathens,  than  for  you ;  the 
greatefl  meafures  of  wrath  are  referved  to  puniCh  the  worft  of 
fjnners,  and  among  fiancrs,  none  will  be  found  worfe  than  ua? 
believers. 

Seeondly^  To  believers,  this  point  is  very  ufefut  to  perfuade 
them  to  divers  excellent  duties ;  among  which,  I  (hall  fingle 
out  two  principal  ones,  viz,     . 

1.  To  bring  up  their  faiih  of  acceptance,  to  the  faith  of  af- 
furanc^. 

2.  To  bring  up  their  coaverfations  to  the  principles  and  rules 
of  faith.  .'.  . 

I.  You  that  have  received  Jefus  Chrift  truly,  give  yourfeWes 
no  reft  till  you  are  fully  fatlsfied  that  you  have  done  fo  ;  accep- 
tance brings  you  to  heaven  hereafter,  but  affurance  will  briog 
heaven  into  your  fouls  now»  O  what  a  life  of  delight  and  plea- 
furc  doth  the  affi^red  believer  live!  What  pleafure  is  it  to  bim 
to  look  Back  and  con fidcr  where  once  he  was,  and  where  he  now 
is  ?  To.  look  forward,  and  confider  where  he  now  is,  and  where 
ihortly  he  (hall  be  !  1  was  in  my  fins,  I  am  now  in  Chrift  :  1 
am  in  Chrift  now,  I  (hall  be  with  Cihrill,  and  that  for  ever,  after 
a  few  days.  I  was  upon  the  brink  of  hell,  I  ^un  now  upon  ^ 
very  borders  of  heaven  ;  I  (hall  be,,  in  a  little  while,  among  the 
innumerable  company  of  apgels  and  glorified  faints,  bearing  part 
with  them  in  the  fong  of  Moles,  and  of  the  iamb,  for  evermore. 

And  why  may  not  you,  that  have  received  Chrift,  receive  the 
comfort  of  your  union  with  him  ?  There  be  all  the  grounds-and 
helps  of  afruranceturni(hed  to your  hand ;  there  isa  real  union 
betwixt  Chrift  and  your  fouls,  which  is  the  very  ground-work  of 
aiTurance,  f  You  have  the  fcriptures  before  you  which  contain 
the  figns  of  faith,  and  the  very  things  withii>  you  that  anfwer 
thofe  iigns  in  the  word.  So  you  read,  and  fo,  juft  io,  you  might 
feel  it  in  your  own  hearts,  would  you  attend  to  your  own  ex-: 
pericnce.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  ready  to  feal  you,  it  is  his  of-. 
fice  and  his  delight  fo  to  do.  O  therefor^  give  diligence  to  this 
work,  attend  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  your  own  hearts 
more,  and  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  you  may  ar- 
rive to  the  very  defire  of  your  heaus. 

t  The  power  and  conftancy  of  a  firm  hop,e  reigns  in  us«    C)pn, 
Senk,  de  patientU. 


a«  Brmg  )}|^  ifQwr  coovcrfatipiis  ^  the  ^ci|U#iit'  pHfadpl^s 
fmxl  foJei  of  laicb  ;  ''  As  yoQ  Wc  xf^vcid  Cbrift  Jefos  tbe 
**  Lord,  ib  wdlk  in  hlui,"  Col.  in  6.  Li^  ^  j^ou  Beliievo^  jfoii 
icceM  Chrift  ikicerel;  in  yoor  firft  do^  \li4th  faim,  Q  iaaia!^ 
V)ia  the  JUce  fertoofaefs  ^d  finuritj  i^  all  J0^  W47I,  to  tht 
tiidofyoiyriivey:  joarecdTcd  him  iota^dy  ^d  umUviifdfy  %t 
fyd,  kf  there  be  00  exceptions  ag^ioft  a»y  of  his  eoibaunds  af- 
icrwaKl.  You,  received  bim  ^xclujivtfy  to  all  <E>dbiers>  fe<  thafc 
jpowmch  agaioO  all  ielfrif^teooihefit  aod  (eif-oooeeitodneft 
Mqw,  asd  mmgle  nQthkig  of  yoor  owo  with  his  blodd,  whatever 
gifis  or  enlargeoacnis  in  duty  Cod  fhall  gft ve  you  afterwards, 

Yoa  received  him  advifidly  ftt  firft^  weighipg  aitd  coafidiirii^ 
the  ielfnieoyiog  terms  upon  which  he  M^as  oSkfti  to  yb«  $0 
ihev  that  it  was  real,  aad  thatyon  fee  00  canie  10  repent  toe 
IbaigaiQ,  whatever  you  (hall  meet  within  the  waj^  pf  Cbrifti  ^ 
,4oty  afterwards :  coovioce  the  world  of  yo^r  cool^ahicqr  ^h4 
diearfuloefsio  all  your  fufieriags  for  Chrift,  tb^t  ybit  are  (HU 
of  the  fame  mind  yon  were,  and  that  Chrift«  ^itb  his  cro(i, 
Chrift,  with  a  prifpii,  Chrift,  with  the  greateft  aifiii^MoUs^  is 
Worthy  of  all  acceptation  :  **  As  ye  have  received  him,  fo  Walk  jit 
f'  iQ  faim«'*  l^t  him  be  as  fweet,  as  lovely^  as  jprecions  tcf  jrott 
^,  as  he  was  the  firft^  moiBeat  yonreceived  him  i  yea,  hstyoue 
We  to  him,  delights  in  him,  and  felf^denial  for  hitist  indtafil 
wiih  your  ac^naiotaace  with  him,  day  by  day^ 

tfji  cfdtr^ithn. 
.  t^.  La(|ly»  I  VAll  clofe  aU  with  a  few  Words  ofiBr^ltums  id 
dll  that  are  made  willing  to  receive  the  Lord  Jefos  Chrift  (  at)d 
&rek  Is  but  need  that  h^lp  were  giveii  to  poor  Chriftiatis ;  itt 
.this  flutter,  it  is  a  time  of  trouble,  fear,  and  great  temptation  i 
ftiilakes  are  taHly  Ditade,  and  of  dangerous  co&t^ehce  i  attena 
WdfuHy,  therefore,  to  a  feW  dire£tioiiSi 

Direefhn  t.  Ftrfl Ja  your  r^Ceivlf^  Chrtftt  J^t(;2tnf  jreiif  d^iK^f 
f»^aki  the  tmatis,  for  the  €nd%  Malsqr  do  ro>  Nt  fee  y^u  do  non 
JPrayer^  fermeDs,  reforinatioos,  are  Aeaos  td  brtn^  you  to  Chrift^ 
hx  they  are  hot  Chrift ;  to  dofe  with  choTe  dmies  is  one  things 
aad  to  clofe  with  Chrift  is  another  thi^ga  if  t  go  Into  li  ioat^ 
%  def gn  Is  not  to 4weU  tberei  but  toMt 4^rHed  to^he place 
Wher^  i  4elire  ^  be  laiided  t  io  it  mnft  be  in  ttiis  <aie,  all 
^o«c  dudes  mnft  land  ]roB  upon  Clmft  i  tbejr  ane  nt^itts  to 
bring  you  to  (jbriftj 

Oittdi,  ±.  Secoftdly,  iee  tMy^  iticHvimdtiSHfjftfir  d  ^#* 
M^J^fp,  ilitfir  ytntr  everlafting  farim*  Marty  do  fo  J  they 
WB  coquire  After  Chrifti  6ray  ftrf  Chrift.  cift  thcnrfelvcf  (itt 

VoL:ii*  ^ji^ 
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their  way)  upon  Chrlft,  and  the  fatisfaAion  of  his  blood,  when 
the  efficacy  and  terror  of  coafcience  is  upon  them,  and  the;  fed 
the  fling  of  guilt  within  them ;  but  as  foon  as  the  ftormis  over, 
and  the  rod  that  con fcience  (baked  over  them  laid  by,  tbcfc'stto 
more  talk  of  Chriil  then  :  alas!  i^  was  not  ChriA,  botquietde&, 
that  they  lough t )  beware  of  mi  flaking  peace  for  Chrift. 

Direil,  3.  Thirdly,  In  receiving  Chrift  come  empty  han^iio^ 
to  him:  "  believing  on  him  who'juHifics  the  ungodly,"  Rom. 
iv.  5.  and  know  that  the  deepcft  fenfe  of  your  own  vilcncfs, 
emptinefs,  and  un worthiness,  is  the  bti\  frame  of  heart  that  can 
accompany  you  to  ChrifV.  Many  perfons  (land  off  from  Chrift 
Tor  want  of  fit  qualifications ;  they  are  not  prepared  for  ChrifJas 
they  (hould  be,  i.  e.  they  would  not  come  naked  and  empty, 
but  have  fomething  to  commend  them  to  the  Lord  Jefas  for  ac- 
ceptance. O !  this  is  the  pride  of  mens  hearts,  and  thefnareof 
the  Devil.  Let  him  that  hath  no  money  come :  You  are  not  to 
come  to  Chrifl  becaufe  you  are  qualified,  but  that  you  may  be 
qualified  with  whatever  you  want ;  and  the  beft  qualificatioa 
you  can  bring  with  you,  is  a  deep  fenfe  that  you  have  no  worth 
nor  excellency  at  all  in  you. 

DireSi.  4.  Fourthly,  In  receiving  Chrift,  beware  (f  danger' 
cus  delays,  O  follow  on  that  work  till  it  he  finifhed.  Too  read 
of  fome  that  are  almod  perfuaded,  and  others  not  far  from  the. 
kingdom  of  Cod  ;  O  take  heed  of  what  the  prophet  fays,  Hofea 
xiii.  13.  Delays  here  are  full  of  danger,,  life  is  uncertaio,  lb 
arc  means  of  grace  too.  The  man-flayer  needed  no  motives  to 
quicken  his  flight  to  the  city  of  refuge. 

'  BireSl.  5.  Fifthly,  See  that  you  receive  all  Chrift^  with  d 
your  heart.  To  receive  all  Chrift,  is  to  receive  his  pcrfon  doath- 
cd  with  ail  hi^  offices ;  and  to  receive  him  with  all  your  heart, 
b  to  receive  him  into  your  underflanding,  will,  and  afFeftioas, 
A€t%  viii.  37.  As  there  is  nothing  in  Chrift  that  may  be  refofed, 
fo  there  is  nothing  in  you  from  which  he  mu ft  be  excluded. 

DireB,  6.  Laftly,  Underftand  that  the  opening  of  your  hearts 
to  recdve  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  is  not  a  work  done  by  aof 
power  of  your  own,  but  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  revealed  there* 
in,  Ifa,  liii.  i.  It  is  therefore  your  duty  and  intereft  to  be  daily 
at  the  feet  of  God,  pouring  out  yotir  fouls  to  him  in  feaet,.for 
abilities  to  believe.  And  fo  much^  as  to  our  a£lual  receptioooi^ 
Chrift.  •  . 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrift. 
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S    E    R    M    ON      VIIL 

Scttmg forth  the  Believer's  Fellowfhip  with  Christ,. 
the  next  End  of  his  Application  to  them* 

Psalm  xlV.  7.  — TA^r^or/  God  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee 
ivith  the  oil  ^ gladnefs  above  thy  felhws. 

THE  method  of  grace  in  uoiting  fouls  with  Jpfus  Chrift,; 
hath  been  opened  in  the  former  difcourfes ;  thus  doth  the 
Spirit  (whofe  office  it  is)  make  application  of  Chrift  to  podV 
cfeft,  the  rcfult  and  next  fruit  whereof  is  communion  with  Chfift 
m  his  graces  and  benefits.  Our  my ftical union  is  the  very  ground- 
work, and  foundation  ofouriweet,  huVtmydAng  communion, 
aod  participation  of  fpiritual  privileges  ;  we  are  firft  ingrafted  inco' 
Chrift,  and  then  fuck  the  fap  and  fatnefs  of  the  root :  firft- 
married  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  then  endowed  and  inftated  in  the 
privileges  and  benefits  of  Chrift.  This  is  my  proper  work  to  o- 
pen  at  this  time,  and  from  this  fcripturc, 

"  The  words  read,  are  a  part  of  that  excellent  fong  of  love  *,' 
'*  that  heavenly  Epithaiamium,  wherein  the  fpirituai  cfpotifals.* 
**  of  Chrift  and  the  church  are  figuratively,  and  verj^  elegantly,! 
*'  celebrated  and  ftiadowed.  The  fubjefV  matter  of  this  pftlm. 
•  *  is  the  very  fame  with  the  whole  book  of  the  Canticles  5*'  and' 
«  this  pfalm,  under  th?  figure  of  fclrig  Solomon,  and  the  daugh-- 
ter  of  Egypt,  whom  he  efpoufed,  the  fpiritrial  cfpoufils  of  Chrifr 
and  the  church  aire  fet  forth  and  reprefented  to  us.  Among  ma- 
,oy  rapturous  and  elegant  expreflions  inpraiie  of  this  glorioils^ 
Wdegroom,  Chrift,  this  is  one,  which  you  have  before  you  f 
*  God  thy  fellow  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefe  z^ 
**  hove  thy  fellows  :*'  (/» e.)  enriched  and  filled  thee,  in  a  fifi^u- 
far  and  peculiar  manner,  with  the  fulnefe  of  the  Spirit,  whereby 
Aoa  art  confecrated'to  thy  office :  and  by  reafon  whereof  thou  but  ^ 
fciocft  and  excdleft  all  the  faints,  who  'are  thy  fellows  or  copart^f 
«er&  in  thefe  graces.  So  that  in  thefe  words  you  have  two  parts  ;| 
viz,  Firfi\  The  feints  dignity,  and  Secondly,  Chrift's  pre'emtneucyJ- 

P'irft,  The  faints  dignity,  which  confifts  in  this,  that^thejr 
li  2 

*  Hie  Pfalmus  propheticus  ejl,  confiheique  Eptlaibetmhifn  t^n^ 
Chrlfii  cum  ecclejta  nuptia  celebrantur^  idemque  ha  bet  argitfn^tiim 
pod  ca/Utcum  canticorum  ejfi\fiue.vrdetureJfeepkoi?ie,*'Cfio:6m 
i»  loc. 


are  ChriA'$  ft^fftfii.    The  Pebrtw  word  t  is  TCry  fvU  asA  <fir 
pious,  apd  if  tratiilaf ed  ^  **  conibm,  compmooi^  €QfttitM)» 
«•  partakers:  or,  as  oars  read  \t,filhivs  ;**  (i.  c  )  fiichas  are 
pMidfers  \riA  htiti  in  the  anoiotit^  df  dicrSpirir,  whodOrtpi 
Iheir  meafare,  reteive  the  iliiate  Spirit,  ^trf  CWIKaii  bqog  a* 
Minted,  Ptod^  JiH  frpfortionato,  with  the  iaise  graa,  aad  ^ig* 
BiAod  mth  the  imc  tittrs<  i  Joh0 iL  27.  HeT. L  &    CHriftiU)^ 
the  faints  are  19  comtnoQ  one  with  another :  doth  fix  fpirit  01 
holinefs  dwell  in  him  ?  So  it  doth  in  them  too.    Is  Chiift  Mif 
VJaApri^f  Why,  fo  are  they  too  by  the  gr«^e  of  unioo  «4^ 
hi«i.    He  haih  (pade  ns  kings  and  prieffs  to  God,  and  hU  fa' 
iher,    Tbit  is  the  fainu  dignity  so  be  Chrift*^  Icllows,  coofertSi^ 
or: copartners;  fothat  look,  whatever  ipiritual  grace  or  escd-. 
Imcy  is  in  Chrifi,  it  ia  not  approprWed  to  hiinfett,  but  thej  do 
Jhare  with  h'm  *•  K>r  ipde«d  he  was  fiUed  with  the  liilnefs  61  tb^ 
;^it,  for  ^eir  fakf^  ;pd  nfe  s  as  the  fqn  ts  filled  with  Ggbt, 
pot  to  fiuQ^  v^  It&lf,  but  to  others ;  fo  is  Chrift  ^'ith  gnux^ 
And  therefore,  fornf  tranflate  the  text,  not  prd^  co^tiius,  a- 
bove  thy  fellows ;   but  froffer  ^nfarUSy  for  thy  fellows  % 
Making Chrid  the  flrft  receptacle  of  grace,  who  firA  and  imme- 
flktcly  h  Ulled  from  the  fountain,  the  Godhead :  but  it  is  for  Ui 
people,  w^o  rec^iv(  ^nd  d<;riye  from  \m,  according  to  thd» 
prpportion. 

This  ja  a^eat  trnth,  and  the  dignity  of  the  f^ts  lies  chi^ 
IP  thmr  p;irtpcrfhip  with  Chrift,  ti^ugh  onr  tr^nflation,  ^hm>^ 
thy  /ellovfft  fuits  beft,  tioth  ^th  th^  iij^portance  of  the  word» 
and  fcop^  of  the  place. 

Secon(i(yj^^  Bpt  tbep,  wHiteVer  dignity  b  a^xIM  herein  to  the 
^ts,  there  is,  ai)d  (till  miift  ho,  ^  fr^i^tmnencjf  acknowledge^, 
and  al^nbed  to  Chrift  ^  if  tliey  are  anoii^tc^^  with  therpiriipl 
grace,  much  more  abundantly  m  Chrid :  ^'  God  thy  God  haih 
</  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladpefs  above  thy  fellows." 
^  ^y  the  or/  gf  glofhifju  underAaqd  the  fpirit  of  holinefs,  com*. 
pared  here  with  oil,  of  which  cberp  wa$  ^  double  p(e  under  the 
}aw,  viz.  9  civil,  and  tt /acred  ufe^  :  It' had  ^  £icred  and  a  I 
ibUnU'Sfe^  in  the  inauguration  and  confecration  of  the  Jewi/h, 
^ings  and  high«priefts ;  it  had  dip  a  civil,  and  comnion  ufe,  for. 
^  anointing  thfir  bodies  ||^  tp  inake  tb^'^r  limba  laore  a^e, 

t  l^nflnD  ConfirUi^p0rthife4if(}daleSififhs.    P^07t  Stlr^i^ 

J  ft^irct.  \ 

« I  Oit  itfcif  is  wrt  and  cle«r ;  ^bich  fupplks  and  Ifnds  the  flaap% 


cfeHiii^*  'i^  Qi^ble;  c^iiiAke  th«  face  (hiaei  for  it  gave  a' 
hflre,  IrtJhaeis,  aad  tiveliaeis.  to  the  counteDance.     It  was  al-' 
•^fe  afcd  itt  kmp€«  to  feedi  ai^di  maiami  ths  Bre,  and  give  them 
li^.   T&tfa  were /tlif  friocipal  ufesof  o^L    Novir,  upoa  air 
lltefeKOMiiinw  it  €XceU«D%<u(preaeth»  aad,  figuratively,  re* 

CfeK^  ft>  na  tbi  fpkk  of  grace  pottred  forth  upuo  ChrUl  aad ' 
piapk.  -For, 

firfii  By  the  fpirit  poured  out  upon  hloi,  he  was  prepared 
ribr,  Md  oaafeorated  to  hi»  ofieesj  he  was  aaoiared  with  tbe 
Holy  Gfaoft,  and  with  powar^  Aifb  k.  jH.  ' 

Secondly t  Aa  this  precious  oil  runs  down  from  Chrlft,  ^e 
tield,  to  tlk^  bordeiaof  hls^ariaeDts,  I  meatt,  as  it  is  (hed  up* 
01  bdieverfi  fo  k  ^ipceediogty  beautifies  their  faces,  aud  makea 
them  flkiM  with  gtory, 

ThkiUy^  Itrettdara  them  apt,  expedite^  and  ready  to  every 
good  work;'  Nm  tatdat  un^fa  Ma^ 

Fmtthiy;  It  lii&dkf  and  aaincaioa  the  A%me  of  divine  love  id 
'^iribMlSf  a^d, Uka  a  U4ip,€Aligbt)eQ$jtheir  minds  ia  the  koow«' 
.Mge  of  Ifiiritod  thioga ;  the  aaoioti&g  teaches  them. 

''  Aad*^a>^l  i^JiareaUed  tii  aii  9f  ghdneft  f,  becaofe 

.  ^'  ix  is  the  caufe  of  "all  joyand  gladacfs  Jto  ihcm  that  are  anoint* 

"  ed  with  k  :••  Oil  was  Q^d  (as  you  heard  befare)  at  the  in* 

ftalment  of  fovereign  priaces^  which  was  the  day  of  the  giad-' 

'IMfs  of.  their  hearts^;  ao4,  aiooot^  the  conunoft  people,  it  was 

Ifberaily  ofisdat  aU  their  fifiivaU^  but  never  upon  their  days  of 

'  Momitig)  ^  W4)eace  it  iMscoifiefi  excellently  exprelTive  of  the 

iatare  add  tife  of  the  fpirit  of  grace,  ythp  is  the  caufe  ai^d  au- 

-Hlor'Of<dn j^jdJbfnevers,  JoboxviL  13.  ' 

Aa4  with  ihia  loil  of  glMaefs  is  Chritl  faid  to  be  andinlfed  a*t 
h^  hk  /filkms  f.^r  to  have  a  far  greater  (hare  of  the  ipiiit  of 
grace  UmmI  tbeyi  •«  For  to  everyone  of  the  faints  is  given  grace 
"  accor<Ki^  to  the  meafure  oi  the  gift  of  Chrift,"  Eph.  iv.  7; 
Bot  to  Ma  ^be  Spirit  if  pot  igiven  by  ipe^fure,  Jobn  iii.  34. 

Axe! ;  hence  the  tnftapbor  of  anpimitig  with  oil  ufed  in  fcripture, 
frequently^  ft^ifies  the  iniernal  iliumtoation  of  the  nund  by  the  Ho* 
ly  Spirit,  «iid  the  comqiunication  itf  the  true  knowledge  of  God, 
and  fakabfo-^^^^ioi^  afioul  to  it*     M^lhr.  m  the  pi  ace  ^ 

t  '£x^«»  it^tsA/MUw;  dicitur  id  ^uod  eaufam  dat  fummi  gduiii^ 
,  Grait.^ifi^Heb.  i.  9.    'Avt^  vfnt  turht  rm  ht^mf  ru  irf«t;jK«c#f ,  m^ 

He  is  the~cauie  of  tlie  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  you,  and  being  anoiiite<^ 
.  with  the.^Spi^it  as  he  is  fnan»  he  communicates  the  S^rit  to  us  a!|Of 
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"  It  hath  pleafed  the  Father,  that  ia  him  ihoixld  all  fulaeifs 
•*  dwell,"  Col.  i.  19.  aod  •«  of  his  fulnefs  wc  all  receive  grace 
"  for  grace,"  John  i.  16.  The  faiots  partaite  with  him,  and 
through  him,  ia  the  fame  fptrit  of  grace,  for  wbicb  r^iba  tbey 
are  his  fellows;  but  all  the  grace  poured  out  upon  believers, 
comes  exceeding  (hort  of  that  which  God  hath  pauced  out  upoft 
Jefus  Chrift.     The  words  beiog  thus  opened,  gHfe  us  ttus  note.. 

Dod.  That  all  true  believers  have  a  real  commumm,  orfcl' 
lowjbipf  with  the  Lord  Je/us  Chfi/t, 

From  the  faints  union  with  Chrift,  there, doth  oatorally,  aad 
immediately,  refult  a  moil  fweet  and  bieflfed  ccHnrntmioo  or  id' 
low(hip  with  him  in  graces  and  fpiritual  privileges,  l^ph.  i.  3.. 
"  Blcffed  be  the  God  a^d  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  wiio 
*'  hath  blefled  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffiogs  in  heavenly  pl^x^ 
**  (or  things)  in  Chrift  :  in.giving  us  hb  ^,  be  fieely  giv^  us 
«'  all  things,"  Rom.  viii.  32.  So  in  i  Cor.  1.30^  "  Of  hiia  areyc 
**  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  uni^  us  wifdam>  jrig^te- 
**  bufnefs,  fanfliiication  and  redemption.*-  And  once  more, 
1  Cor.  iii.  22,  23.  **  All  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrift's." 
"What  Chrift  is,  and  hath,  is  theirs  by,  communication  to  them, 
or  improvement  for  them  ;  and,  this  is  very  evidently  implied  ia 
all  thofe  excellent  fcripture  metaphors,  by  which  our  uaion 
with  Chrift  is  figured  and  (hadowed  out  to  us :  as.th^  marriage^, 
union  betwixt  a  man  and  his  wife,  £pb»  v.  31,  32.  You  know 
that  this  conjugal  union  gives  the  wife  intereft  ia  the  cftate  and. 
honour  of  the  huiband,  be  ftie  never,  Iq  meanly  i)efeended  in  h&* 
felf  :t :  The  natural  union  betwixt  the  head  and  n^n^bersof  the 
body,  by  which  alfo  the  myftical  union  of  Clirift  and  b^lieveri 
IS  fet  forth,  i  Cor.  xii.  12.  excellently  iiluflrates  this  fellowibip 
or  communion  betwixt  them  :  for  from  Chrift  "  the  wholebo-' 
••  dy  fitly  joined  together,  and  ec^pafted  bg^  tjat%^whi|:h  ^erjt 
*'  joint  fupplieth,  according  to  the  eiSeftual  working  in  the 
^  •*  meafure  of  c^ry  part,  maketh  increafe  of  ihe  body,*^  as  the 
apoftle  fpeaks,  Eph.  iv.  16.  The  union  betwixt  the  graff  and 
the  ftock,  which  is  another  embletn-of  our  union  with  Chrift, 
John  xv.  1.  imports,  in  like  manner,  this  communion,  or  part- 
nerfhip  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  faints ;  for  no  fooner  doth  tbe 
grafF  take  hold  of  the  ftock,  but  the  vital  fap  of  the  ftock  is 
communicated  to  the  graff,  and  both  live  by  one  and  the  fame 
juice. 

X  Ubi  ego  Cajus  tu  Caja*     Uxor  clarefcit  in.  radiis  maritl; 
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Now,  tkat  the  fcope  of  this  difcotirfe  be  not  miftaken,  let  the 
reader  Jtnow  that  1  am  oot  here  treating  of  the  faints  commiinioD» 
4)r  fcllowfhip  with  God  in  his  duties,  as  in  prayer,  hearing,  facra- 
iDeots,  6c.  but  of  thar  intereft  which  believers  have  in  the 
good  things  of  Chrift,  by  virtue  of  the  myftical  union  betwixt 
them  through  faith  :  there  is  a  twofold  communion  of  the  faints 
with  Chrift. 
The  firft  is  an  a^f. 
The  fecond  is  Sijlate. 

There  is  an  aftual  fellowftiip,  or  communion  the  faints  have 
with  Chrift^in  holy  duties,  wherein  Chriftians  let  forth  their 
hearts  to  God  by  defires,  smd  God  lets  forth  his  comforts  and 
refreshments  again  into  their  hearts ;  they  open  their  mouths 
wide,  and  he  fills  them  :  this  communion  with  God  is  the  joy 
and  comibrt  of  a  believer 'S  life,  but  1  am  not  to  fpeak  of  that 
here.  It  is  not  any  aft  of  communion,  but  the  ftate  of  com- 
muQjon,  from  which  ail  afts  of  communion  flow,  and  upon 
which  they  all  depend,  that  I  am  now  to  treat  of;  which  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  the  joint  intereft  that  Chrift  and  the  faints  haveia 
the  fame  things :  as  when  a  (hip,  an  houfe,  or  eftate,  is  among 
many  partners,  or  joints  heirs,  every  one  of  them  hath  a  right  to 
it,  and  intereft  in  it,  though  fome  of  thefn  have  a  greater,  and 
others  «  leffcr  part.  So  it  is  betwfact  Chrift  and  his  people  ; 
there  is  a  tcptt^fM,  (L  e.)  a  fellowfhip  or  joint  intereft  betwixt 
them,  upon  which  ground  they  are  called  coheirs  with  Chrift^ 
Rom  viii.  17.  This  communion  or  participation  in  ChrilPs 
benefits,  depends  upon  the  hypoftatical  union  of  our  nature,  and 
the  myftical  union  of  our  perfons  with  the  Son  of  God :  in  the 
firft  he  partakes  with  us,  in  the  fecond  'we  partake  with  him  : 
the  foroier  is  the  remote,  the  latter  the  next  caufe  thereof. 

In  the  explication  of  this  p<nnt,  I  fliall  fpeak  to  thefe  four 
thing$  r 

1.  What  are  thofe  things  in  which  Chrift  and  believers  have 
fellowftiip. 

2.  By  what  means  they  come  tohave  fuch  a  fellowfliip  with 
Chrift. 

3.  How  great  a  dignity  this  is  to  have  fellowfhip  with  Jefus 
Chrift; 

4.  And  then  apply  the  whole  in  divers  prafttcal  inferences. 
Firft <,  What  are  thofe  things  in  which  Chrift  and  believers 

have  fellswihip,  .to  which  I  muft  fpeak  both  negatively  s^ndpo^ 
Jitivefy, 

I.  Negatively  J  The  faints  have  no  fellowfhip  with  Jefus 
Chrift  ia  thofe  things  that  belong  to  him  as  God ;  fuch  as  his 
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confubdantiaUty,  cpeq^n^lity,  and  coeftcraity  wb  .the  F^lirr  i 
It  is  the  bUfphemy  of  tb^  wiciLecl  Fam^s  to  taUk  of  being  gp^ 
ded  iato  God,  and  chriAed  into  Chrift.  Keiths  m^a  or  angeto 
partake  io  thefe  things;  they  iNrc  the  proper .aa4  incommaaioi* 
blcglpry  of  tbe  Lord  Jefus. 

2.  Tbe  faints  havp  po  commooioq  or  fjllbujvfiwp  In  the  h^ 
nonr  and  glory  of  bis  mediatory  works,  viz.  his  (a.tbfaftioo  t^ 
God,  or  redemption  of  the  cleft.  It  is  tro^,  ^e.  have  the  be- 
nefit and  fruit  of  his  mediition  and  fatisfa^pn ;  hi$  rightepui* 
Defs  aUo  is  imputtd  to  »8  for  bur  {>erroqaI  juflijfi^tioD,  but^^,, 
(hare  not  in  tbe  leait  with  Chrifl  in  t))e  glory  of  this  work :  M 
bave  we  au  inherent  righteouipefs  in  09  as  Cfarift  bath.;  norcaa 
we  juAify  and  iaiFe  others  as  Cbift.doth  :  we  have  {lotbiog  tqi 
do  with  his  pecnliar  boooofi  and  pralfe  in  thefe  thiogs<  Tho^ 
tve'have  the  benefit  of  bei^g  faved^  we  may  not  pretend  to  the 
honour  of  being  SaviouriS,  as  Chrift  is  tootirfelves  or  others^ 
"  II  ChriiVs  righti?ourner$  is  not  osade  oors  as  tp  id  oni.m&l 
**  valne»  but  as  to  our  particular  neceflity ;  nor  is  it  imputed  tg 
f '  us  as  to  io  many  caufes  di  falvation  to  others,  but  as  to  d 
♦*  many  fubjefts  to  he  faved  by  it  ourfclve^,'* . 

Secondly y  @ut  theo  there  are  many  glorioiis  and  ^sicelleat 
things,  which  are  in  common  belwiKt  Cbri(t  and  beJlevers,  tfao' 
in  them  alt  he  hath  the  pre«eminence»  he  (hloes  in  the  fuioefs  0^ 
them,  as  the  fun,  and  we  with  a  bortpwed  and  idrer  light,  but 
of  tbe  fame  kind  and  nature  as  the  Aars«  Some  of  thefe  I  (ball 
particularly,  ^nd  briefly^  unfold  in  the  following  particulars. 

Firfi,  Believers  have  communion  with  Ghrifl  in  his  fu^mes  aoj 
title$  f  they  are  called  Chriftiaps  fr6m  Ghrift,  Eph.  iU.  1 5*  from 
him  the  whole  faimly^in  heaven  and  earth  is  named:  this  ii 
ihit  worthy  name  the  apoftle  ipcaks  of,  James  41*  j.  He  is  th^ 
Son  of  Gc^,  ai^d  they  alj|p«  by  their  u^ioo  with  him,  have  powef 
or  authority  to  become  th*  Sons  of  God,  John  u  1 2.  He  is  tb^ 
heir  of  all  things,  and  tiyey  arc  joim^beirs  with  him,  Rom.  viii* 
17.  He  is  both  king  and  prieft,  and  he  hath  iQade  tbem  kings 
and  prieAs,  J^v.  u  6.  Bat  they  dd  not  only  partake  in  the 
names  and  titles,  but  this  cotnmunion  confifts  in  things  aa  vrell 
as  titles.    And  therefore* 

Secondly,  They  have  communion  with  him  in  h;5  righiecuf* 
neffy  0*  e.)  the  r^hteoufaefs  of  Obrift  is  made  tbeks,  x  Cor,  ^. 
9.U-  and  he  is  ^*  the  Lord  our  r^bt«9t>&els,^  Jer,  ^m.  &    \t 

%  7»^/V/^  Chrifli  fit  noflra^  non  quoad  unherfat&fk  ^alor^mfii 
partictilartm.nccefttgtem^  tt  imfu^Mtn^  mbh  fipn  u*  ^ufit  Jaha* 
^nUf  fed  utfuhjtdis^ulvan/i'u.    .^a4ihaw  de  jufliSatic-*- 
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25  true,  tbe  righteonfiieis  of  Chrift  is  not  inhereDt  in  us,  as  it  id 
io  him ;  but  it  is  ours  by  imputattoo,  Rom.  iv.  5,  1 1.  and  our 
union  ;«rith  him  is  the  grooDd  of  the  imputatioo  of  his  righte* 
onfnefs  to  us,  2  Coj-.  v.  2 1 .  "  We  are  made  the  rightcoufnefi 
•*  of  God  in  him,"  Phil.  iii.  9.  for  Chrift  and  believers  are  con- 
fidered  as  one  perfon,  in  conAro  Atoo  of  law  ;  as  a  man  and  his 
wife,  a  dehor  and  /urety,  are  one  :  and  fo  his  payment  or  fa* 
6sh&ion  is  in  our  name>  or  upon  our  account. 

Uow,  this  is  a  moO  ibeftimable  privilege,  tt^e  very  ground  of 

alt  oar  other  bleflings  and  mercies.    O  what  a  benefit  is  this  to 

a  poor  fioQer,  that  owes  to  God  infinite  more  than  he  is  ever  able 

to  pay,  by  doing  or  fufiering ;  to  have  fach  a  rich  trcafurc  of  me« 

n't  as  lies  in  the  obedience  of  Chrift,  to  difcharge,  in  one  entire 

payment,  all  his  debts  to  the  laft  farthing  ?  **  Surely  (hall  one  fay, 

"  io  the  Lord  I  have  righteoufoefs,"  Ifas  xlv.  24.  even  as  a  poor 

I   Woman  that  owes  more  than  (he  is  worth;  in  one  moment  is  dlf- 

I  diarged  of  all  her  obligations,  by  her  marriage  to  a  wealthy  man. 

!       thirdly,  Believers  luve  communion  with  Chrift  in  his  holinefs 

[  orfanflificatioOy  for  of  God  he  is  made  unto  them,  not  only 

righteoafiiefs,  but  fan£Vification  alio;   and  as  in  the  former  pri- 

]  vilcge  they  have  a  ftock  of  merit  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  to  juftify 

■:  them,  fo  here  they  have  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  to  fanfti^  them^ 

f  I  Cor.  i.  30.  and  therefore  we  arc  faid  of  his  fulnefs  to  receive 

I  *'  grace  for  grJtce,"  John  i.  1 6.  (i.  e,)  fay  fome,  grace  upon  grace^ 

\  manifold  graces,  or  abundance  of  grace ;  or  grace  for  gracei. 

tfvic  is,  grace  anfwerable  to  grace :  as  in  the  feai  and  wax, 

^  ^tre  is  line  for  line,  and  cut  for  cut,  exaAly  anfwerable  to 

^  «ach  other ;  or  grace  for  grace,  that  is,  fay  others,  the  free  grace 

'  of  God  in  Chrift,  for  the  fanAification  or  filling  of  our  fouls 

with  grace ;  be  it  in  which  fenfe  it  will,  it  (hews  the  commudtoa 

,  believers  hav^ with  Jefus  Chrift  in  grac6  &nd  holineis.    Now, 

holinefs  is  jtne  mof(  precious  thing  in  the  world,  it  is  the  image 

of  God,  a0d  chief  excellency  of  man  :  it  is  our  evidence  forglo* 

ry,  yea,  ^nd  the  prft-fruits  of  glory.    In  Chrift  dwells  the  ful- 

nels  of  grace,  and  from  him,  our  head,  it  is  derived  and  com- 

mnQicatcd  to  us :  thus  he  that  fanftifieth,  and  they  that  are 

fanftified,  are  all  of  one,  Heb.  ii.  1 1.    Yon  would  think  it  no 

fmall  privilege  to  have  bags  of  gold  to  go  to,  and  enrich  your- 

lelves  with,  and  yet  that  were  but  a  very  trifle  in  comparifoh  to 

have  Chrift's  righ^eoufnefs  and  holinefs  to  go  to  for  your  juftifi^ 

cation,  and  iandtification.    More  particularly, 

Fourthfy,  Believers  have  communiojii  with  Chrift  in  his  death t 

tbcy  die  with  him,  GaL  ii.  ao.  "  I  am  crudficd  with  Chrift,'* 

Vot.U.  Kk  ^ 


Wl  £,)  the  death  of  Chrifihaib  a  reel  kiliiDgaiid  morttifiQgla- 
Hucncc  op^n  ihe  lulrt^  aod  corrtiptlons  of  my  heart  i:: 

mnc  it  is,  ht  died  for  fio  ouc  way,  and  we  die  to  im  au       :  v  y: 
Ebc  di^ii  to  expmt  itj  we  €%^  to  it,  when  we  moriify  it :  ihe 
Kleath  of  Chrtrt  is  the  dearh  of  fio  in  believers:  and  this  isi  *t* 
Wl  gbnous  pridleg^  ;  for  the  d^ath  of  finis  the  file  of  )our 
Hbuls  :  if  fin  do  not  die  in  you  by  moriificauoo,  you  tnnfl  dk 
hbr  /in  by  cteroal  damnaitoti ;  If  Chrill  had  tiol  died,  \ht  Spirb 
■>f  God,  bjf  which  you  now  mornfy  the  drcds  of  tiic  bod^. 
Kiot  have  btea  givt^n  UGco  yoti ;  ihco  yon  mull  have  livc^ 
po  fuur  fins,  and  died  at  lafi  m  your  fins ;  but  (be  imw,  > 
pod  benefit  of  Chri{\'s  dcarh  is  yoar*s  for  the  kUliiig  th^ic  mi 
liD  ydu»  which  f  [le  had  bcf^n  your  ruin. 
[     fifthly^  Believers  have  communion  wltli  Chrifl  la  ^ij  A '     - 
m'e/urrcflkn  from  ihe  dead  :  as  he  ro(e  trom  the  derj  ' 
rihey  ;  and  that  by  the  power  and  influence  of  his  vn 
rand  lefuntftion :  it  is  t^e  Spirit  of  life  which  Is  io  Chn,i  }^^^- 
fibat  mikes  us  free  from  the  hw  of  fin  and  death,  Rom>  wiil.  2. 
our  fpiiimal  life  is  from  Chfilii  Epb.  ii,  i.  **  Au6  you  I  :  '  ^' 
**  qiiickutfd  who  were  dead  In  trcfpafle*  and  fins  :**  nx: .  -.   . 
L  Chf ill  15  hiJ  m  live  in  ihe  believer,  GaL  ii,  2o.  '*  Nc 
r**  yet  not  ! ;  bm  ChriO  liveih  In  me  :*'  and  ir  Is  no  \ 
hcge  to  paitAke  of  the  Wy  life  of  Cbrift,  which  is  the  mil 
rcclltot  Ilk  tbjt  ever  uny  crcattire  can  live  ;  yet  fuch  Is  fbc| 

pmcfs  of  afl  the  fiunis,  the  life  of  Chi  ill  is  manifefl  m  tbcfl 
I'fuch  a  hfc  as  fhall  ucvcr  fee  death, 

f      Sixthly,  To  conclude,  belkvers  have  fellowthip  wiih] 
Chrift  hi  hit  gli^ryt  which  ibt7  (hall  enjoy  in  heaveo  wilt 
ihey  **  Ciail  be  ever  wilh  the  Lord/'  i  Thef*  iv.  ly.  and  1 
I  not  alt,  (thoiigh,  jis  one  lalib,  it  were  a  kind  of  heaven  * 
I  look  through  ibe  key-hole,  and  have  but  a  glimpfe  of  ^ 
I  bldlrd  ffice)  but  thry  ft^all  pariake  cf  the  gloiy  which 
ihtr  hath  given  him  ;  for  fo  he  ipeaks,  John  ^vii,  22,  24 J 
more  panicularly,  they  fl^all  fit  with  him  in  bis  tbronct  Rc 
21.  and  when  ht  comes  ta  judge  the  world,  he  will  to 
glorified  In  the  fmn,  7  Tbcf-  i.  10.     So  that  yoii  fee  v 
C  jiousand  Ineftlmable  ih'ing^  ^re,  and  will  be  in  coromoii 
f  Chrift  nnd  f  be  fa  in  tf ,     His  ti  tl  es »  his  righ  teou  fn  efs,  h\  ^ 
Y  Ki^  dcatbj   his  lite,  his  gloiy»     1  do  not  fay  that  C 
►.  laAke  any  falat  equal  wirh  him  In  glory  ;  that  is  i' 
will  be  known  from  all  tite  faints  in  beavciit  as  ttx 
giiilhed  from  the  (lars  ;  bnt  they  fhall  partake  of  bis  ^^ 
ht  filled  with  his  joy  there;  and  thus  you  fee  wbattbu^u 
aie  that  the  faints  have  fellow Ibip  with  Cbrill  in. 
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Secondly,  Next  I  would  bpca  the  way  and  means  by  which 
1>c  come  to  have  feUowftilp  .with  Jdbs  Chrift^  in  thcfe  excel- 
leat  privileges^  and  this  I  fhall  do,  briefly,  in  th^  following' 

pofiticms.  < 

PofitiOn  I.  ^       ^ 

'  firft,  No  man  hath  fethwfljip  mth  Chri/t  m  any  fpecialfav-^ 
b^ privilege  by  nature^,  h^wjokuer  it  be  cultivated  or  improved; 
kt  only  by  faith  uniting  him  to  the  lord  J  ejus  Chtift  :  ft  is  Hot: 
tht  privilege  oftmrfirfty  hut  fecond  birth,  »  This  is  plain  from 
John  L  i2j  13.  "  >Bat  to  as  many  as  received  Him,  to  them  gsivc' 
•'  he  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  even  to  as  many  as  be* 
"  Ileved  00  his  name,  who  are  bom  not  of  fle(h,  nor, of  blood, 
•'  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."  We  are  by  nature 
ABdren  of  wrath,  Eph.  ii  3.  we  have  fellowWip  with  Satan  io' 
iiaand  mifery  :  the  wild  branch  hath  no  cooimunication  of  the 
iWeetnefs  and  fataefs  of  a  more  noble  and  excellent  root,  iratit 
it  be  ingrafted  upon  it,  and  have  immediate  union  and  coalitiob 
M^ithit,  Johuj^v.  I,  ^. 

Pofiiion  2. 
Believers  them/elves  have  not  an  equal /bare,  one  with  another^ 
in  aU  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  their  union  with  Chri/t,  buf 
infime  there  is  an  equality ,  and  irs  others  an  inequality  ;  accord" 

I  ingtothenieafureandgiftofChrifl^  to  every  one. 

I  in  juftification  they  are  all  equal :  the  weaK  i«itl  tfie  ftrong 
believer  are  alike  juftified,  bccaufe  it  is  <«xe^and  the  fame  per-, 
feft  nghteoufnei^  of  Ghrift,  whicb  is  applied  to  the  one  and  to 
tbe  other,  To  thit  there  are  no  different  degrees  of  j  unification, 
but  all  that  believe  zrt  juftified  from  all  things,  A^ls  xHi.  39, 
and  **  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Je- 
"  fas/*  Rom.  vili.  i,  be  they  never  fo  weak  in  faifb,  or  defec- 
tive iQ  degrees  of  grace.  But  there  is  apparent  difFcrenee  in  the 
fflcafqres  of  their  fanftification,  fome  are  ftrong  men,  and  others 
are  babes  in  Chrift,  i  Cor.  iji.  1.  The  faith  of  fome  flourifti: 
«sand  grows  exceedingly,  2  Thef.  i.  3.  the  things  that  are  in 
others  are  ready  to  die,  Rev.  iii.  2.  It  is  a  plain  cafe,  that 
there  is  great  variety  found  in  the  degrees  of  ^race,  and  com- 

*  fort  amon^  them.that  are  jointly  intereftcd  in  Chrift,  and  equal- 
ly juftified  by  him. 

Kk  2 

*  The  truly  faithful  only  are  raemhers  of  Chrift,  not  as  they  "are 
wen,  but  as  they  are  Chriftiaos ;  not  by  their  firff,  but  fetsond  bltthi 
Pohn*  Syntag,  book  6-  chap^  55. 
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Pqfitim  3. 

The  faint i  have  mt  feUvmfhtp  andeommunim  wkh  Cftr^,  i» 
the  fore  mentioned  benefits  and  privileges  by  one  and  the  fame  m- 
dium,  but  by  various  mediums  and  tvays^  acconSng  to  tire  nature 
ef  the  benefits^  in  vflneh  they  participate. 

For  inftaQcet  they  have  partaerAiip  and  commuDion  with 
Chrift,  as  hath  bceo  faid,  in  hid  righteon&^,  hoUnets,  and 
glory,  but  they  receive  thefc  diftinft  bleffings  l^  divers  mccfi- 
Qins  of  communion :  we  have  coinmnnion  with  Chrift  in  his 
righteonfnefsy  by  the  way  of  imputation ;  we  partake  of  his 
holinefs,  by  the  way  of  infnfion ;  and  of  his  glory  in  heaveQ» 
by  the  beatifical  vifion.  Onr  joftification  is  a  relative  cbasg^i 
our  fanAification  a  real  change,  our  glorification  a  perfeft 
change,  by  redemptbn/  from  dl  the  remains  both  of  fio  aod 
mifcry. 

Thus  hath  the  Lord  appointed  feveral  bleflings  for  believen 
in  Chrift,  and  feveral  channek  of  conveying  thefldt  fircHn  him  t6 
us ;  by  imputed  righteoufhefs,  we  are  freed  from  the  guilt  of 
fin ;  by  imparted  holinefs,  we  are  freed  from  the  dominion  ^ 
fin»  and  by  onr  glorification  with  Chrift,  we  are  freed  firom  sU 
the  relics  and  remains  both  of  fin  and  mifery,  let  in  by  fin  op- 
en onr  natures. 

Pofitim  4, 

That  jefizs  Chrifl  imparts  to  ail  believers^  all  the  fpiritual  hk^ 
Jings  that  he  isfiHed  witbf  and  withholds  none  from  any  that  havt 
union  vnth  him;  be  tbefe  bleffings  never  fo  greats  or  they  that  H- 
ceive  them  never  fo  weak,  mean,  and  contemptible  in  outwafi 
refpeSis,  Gal.  iii.  27.  •'^  Y«  arc  all  the  children  of  God  by  falA 
"  in  Jefus  Chrift  "    The  falvation  (hat  comes  by  Chrift  is  fli^d 
the  common /ahation^  Ju  Je  3.  and  heaven  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light,  Cdl,  i.  iz.  *'  There  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew, 
*•  (faith  the  apoftlc)  circumcifion  nor  UDcircumfion,  Barbariafl, 
'*  Scythian,  bond  or  free,  but  Chrift  is  all  and  in  all,"  CoL 
iii.  1 1.    He  means,  there  is  no  privilege  in  the  one  to  oommend 
them  to  God,  and  no  want  of  any  thing  in  the  other  to  debar 
them  from  God;   let  men  have  or  want  outward  excelka* 
cies,  as  beauty,   honour,  riches,  nobility,  gifts  of  the  taioii 
fweetnefs  of  nature,  and  all  fuch  like  ornaments,  what  is  that  to 
God  ?  H<  looks  not  at  thefe  things,  bat  refpefts  them,  and 
communicates  his  favour  to  them  as  they  are  in  Chrift :  He  ii 
alt,  and  in  all     The  gifts  and  bleflings  of  the  Spirit  are  giveo 
CO  men  as  they  are  in  Chrift,  and  without  refpefi  to  any  extcr^ 
oal  dtfFerences  made  in  this  world  among  men :  hence  we  t^ 
excellent  treafores  of  grace  in  mean  and  contemptible  ftxfm  is 
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the  world;  poor  in  the  world,  and  rich  in  faith,  ^xA  hdrs  of 
ihekkigdoA;  and  as  ail  beiievers,  without  difTetence,  receife 
from  Chrifi,  fo  they  are  not  debarred  from  aoy  blcffiog  that  is 
i&  Cbrift:  "  All  is  yours,  for  ye  are  Chrift's,"  i  Cor.  iii.  uh.\ 
withChrift^  God  *'  freely  ^ives  us  all  things/'  Rom.  viii.  32* 
:  ,  V^fition  5. 
fkcommunionjiiluvehiavf'ivith  Chrift,  in  fpirttual  ben^s^ 
if  a  Viry  greett-  myfi^r%  J4r,  abpvc  tht  underftanding  (f  natural  > 
men.  T^fxa  €re  no  tootfteps  of  this  thing  in  all  the  works  of 
aeation,  therefore  the  apoftle  calls  it  **  The  unfearchable  richea 
*'  of  thrift/'  Eph.  iii.  ^.  m^Ax^'^^^*  v^xjico  thX^icv:  The  word 
figaiges,  that  which  hath  no  footfteps  to  trace  it  by :  yea,  it  is 
i!»de^..a.CDyfiery,  that  the  angels  themfelves  ftoopdownto 
took  ijitoit,  J  Pet.  i*  12.  **  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  hearda» 
?*  neither  have  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the  things  which 
V  Godliath  prepared  for  them  that  love  htm.:  hot  God  bath 
^'  revealed  them  unto  os  by  his  Spirit/'  i  Cor.  ii.  9,  10. 

Thirdlyi  aad  laftly,  F  (hall,  in  a  few  particulars,  open  the 
£gpity  and  egc^Uency  of  this  fruit  of  our  oiuoo  with  Chrift^ 
apd  fliew  yoQ,  that  a  greater  glory  and  honour  cannot  be  put 
opon  man,,  than  to  be  thus  in  fello^flbip  with  jefus  Chrii^ 
John  xvii.  2?«  **  The  glory  which  thou  gaveft  me»  I  have  givi- 
*'  en  them,  that  they  may  t>e  one,  ajs  we  are  one :"  And  there- 
fore, more'partictilafly,  let  it  foe  eonftdejccd,^  ^  .   .- 

Firfi^  With  whom  we  are  aflbciated;  evenihe  Son  of  God; 
with  him  ihai  is  avir  alh  Cod  hkffedfor  ever.  Our  aflbciatioit 
with  angels  is  an  high  advancement,  for  angels  and  iaiots  are 
fellow-iervants  in  the  fame  fjumly*  Rev.  ^x.  10.  and  through 
Chrift  we  are  come  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  Heb» 
xii.  22.  But  what  is  all  this  to  our  feUewihip  with  Jdus  Ghrift 
himfdf,  and  that  in  another  manner  than  angels  have?  For 
Ihougb  Chrift  be  to  them  an  head  of  dominion,  yet  not  an  head 
of  vital  influtn^es,  as  he  is  to  his  myftical  body  die  church :  this 
therefore  is  to  them  a  great  myftery,  which  they  greatly  aiTefjb 
to  ftudy  aod  pry  into. 

&ec(mdly^  What  we  arc  that  are  dJsnijlicd  with  this  title,  the 
feUows  or  co-partners  with  Jefus  Chrift :  Not  only  duft  by  na- 
ture, (Dn/i  thou  artL  but  finful  duft;  fuch  wretched  finners^ 
as,  by  nature,  and  the  (coteace  of  the  jaw*  ought  t<>  be  aflbci- 
ated with  devils,  and  partaicer^  with  them  of  the  wrath  of  tl;ie 
almighty  God  to  all  eternity. 

Thirdfy^  The  benefits  we  are  partakers  of,  in  and  with  the 
lord  Jefua  Chrift ;  and,  indeed,  they  are  wonderful  and  aftor 
;  tbiogSi  ib  far  as  thej  do  ali^dy  appear,  but  yet  we  (cr 
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but  little  rf  them,  comparatively,  to  what  wc  ihaU  fte,  i  Johtf 

.  Si.  I,  2.  •*  Now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doib  not  yet 
•*  appear  what  we  (ball  be,  hot  we  know  that  wh^  he  (half. 
<•  appear,  we  (hall  be  like  hioi,  for  we  (hall  fee  bm  a$  he  k** 
O  what  will  thnt  be !  to  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  to  h^  traQsfaanc| 
ioto  his  likepeis. 

/  •  Fourthly,  The  way  and  manner  in  which  wc  are  broTigbt  kt| 
this  fellowship  with  Chri(^ :  which  is  yet  more  admikit^ 
*Fhc  apoftle  gives  us  a  ftrange  account  ot  it  in  2  Cor.  vliKJ^ 
#«  For  you  know  the  grace  of  our  i*ord  Jefus  Chrift,  tjba| 
"  (hoiSrgh  he  was  rich,  yet  for  yom  fakes  he  became  poor,,  that 
*'  yc  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich;"  he  etbpties  hintfetf 
of  his  glory,  that  we  might  be  filled ;  Kc  is  made  a  curfe,  A^, 
w'e  might  enjoy  the  blcSing,;  he  fubmits  to  be  crowiiedwiih 
thorns,  that  we  inight  be  crowned  with  glory  and  honour;  he 
puts  himfelf  into  the  number  of  worms,  Pfal.  xxii.  6.,  that  we 
luight  be  made  equal  to  the  angels.  O  the  ut^conceivable  grace 
ofChrilH 

»  Fifthly,  The  reciprocal  nature  of  that  commonion  which  ij 
betwixt  Chrift  and  believers :  We  do  not  only  partake  of  what 
is  his,  but  he  partakes  of  what  is  ours :  he  hath  fellowfhip  wiili 
us  in  all  our  wants,  forrows,  miferies,  and  aiHidliobs  ;  and  we 
Have  coihmunion  with  him  in  his  righteoufncfi,  grace,  fo^fliip 

;  and  glory:  he  takes  part  of  our  mifery,  and  we  take  part  of 

his  bleflednefs;  our  fufFerihgs  are  his  fufferings,  Col.  i.  1,^*    0 

what  an  honour  is  it  to  thee,  poor  wretch,  to  whom  a  great 

ihiany  would  not  turn"  afide  to  a(k  how  thou  doft  ;  to  have  a 

;  KjQg.'  Tea,  the  Prince  of  all  the^  kings  of  the  earth,  to  pity,  re^ 

"*  jpeve,  fympathlze,  groan  and  bleed  with  thee,  to  fit  by  thee  id 

:  laJl  thy  troubles,  and  give  thee  his  cordials,  to  fay  thy  troubles 
ire  my  troubles,  and  thy  affliftions  arc  myaffliftions:  whate- 
ver touehcth  thee,  toucheth  me  alfo.  6  what  name  (hall  wc 
give  unto  fuch  grace  as  this  is  ? 

-  Sixthly,  and  laftly,  Confider  the  perpetuity  of  this  privilege: 
your  fellowfhip  with  Chrif^  is  interminable,  and  abides  for  ever. 

I  /Chrifl  and  the  faints  fhaH  be  glorified  together,  Rom.  viii.  17. 

i|,,^ile  he  hath  any  glory  they  fhall  partake  with  him.     It  is  faid 

■  f  ^  I  Cor.  XV.  24.  that  there  (hall  be  a  time  when  Chrift 

WtM  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to  his  Father;  but  the  meaning  is 
i\^  that  ever  he  will.ceafe  to  be  an  Head  to  his  faints,  or  they 
froda  being  his  members:  No,  no,  the  relation*  never  ceafcs; 
jnf^'rfication,  fau^ification,  and  adoption,  are  everlafVing  things* 
and  we  can  never  be  diverted  of  them. 
^    Infer,  u  Are  the  Taint's  Cbrifl's  fellows?  Wi^^  hmuratk 
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prfont  then  areihey  I  and  bowjbouid  tl)^y  be  efifmed  and  irabdgk   - 

in  the  world!  If  a  kiiig«  who  Is  the  fountain  of  hononr,  do  bu^ 

ra'tie  a  man  by  his  favour,  and  dignify  him  by  bellowing  fo|n^ 

hoQourable  title  upon  him,  what  refped  and  obfervance  is  pre^  - 

^otly  paid  him  by  all  pcrfoos  ^  But  what  are  ail  the  vain  aqd  . 

empty  titles  of  honour,  to  the  glorious  and  fubflantial  pcivilege^ 

witli  which  believers  are  dignified,  andraifed  above  all  other  me^ 

i^  Jeiiis  Chrifl  ?  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  are  the  (00s 

of  God  alfo. :  be  is  the  heir  of  all  things,  aiul  they  are  join  t-heir» 

vitb  Cbrift :  he  reigns  in  glory,  and  they  (hall  reign  with  himr 

beilis  upon  the  throne,  and  they  (hall  fit  with  him  in  his  throDi^ 

Othat  this  viW  world  did  but  know  the  dignity  of  believers^ 

.ihejf  would  nicver  flight,  bate,  abuie,  and  periecute  them  as  thejf 

'da    And  O  that  believers  did  but  iinderftand  their  owa  happlr 

ods^and  privileges  by  Chrifl,  they  would  never  droopi  a^d  finis 

uuder  every  fnaall  troeble  at  tliat  rate  they  do.  '  ;. 

Infer.  2.   How  ubundantfy  hath  Cod  provided  for  aU  the  ne-, 

cefiiies  and  wants  of.hclUversi  Chrift  is  a  Aorehonfe  filled  with 

J>lefliQgs  and  .mercies,  and  it  is  all  for  them  :  from  him^  they 

"  reo^iv^e  abondance  of  grace,  and  of  the  gift  of  righteouinefs,** 

iom.  V.  17.  "  Of  his  fuJnefs  they  all  receive  grace  for  grace,? 

lohi^  i-  16.  AH  the  fulnels  of  Chrifl  is  made  over  to  t|iem  for  * 

the  fapply  of  their  wants :  '*.My  God  (ball  iupply  all  yotir  need 

**  (laith  the^ap<?ftle),  according  to  his  riches  i6  glory  by  Jefu? 

*'  Chrift,"  Phil.  iv.  19.     If  j^li  the  riche^ofGod  can  fupply  your 

iieeds.  then  they  (hall  be  fupplied.    Say  not,  Chrift  is  ii)  th^ 

po/^jfCoA   of  confummate  glory,  and  I  am  a  poor  creature 

fim^ling  with  many  difRculties,  jind  toiling  in  the  Q)idfl  of 

l&aoy  cares  and  fears  in  the  wor^d ;  for  care  is  taken  for  all  th^ 

Wanti,  and  orders  given  from  heaven  for  their  fupply  :  My  G^ 

Jhall  Jnpply  all  your  need.    O  fay  with  a  melting  beart,  1  havi 

«fall  ChriA,  ancThe  is  filled  for  me  :  I  have  his  pure  and  per* 

feA  i^hteoufpels  to  juf^ify  me,  his  holinels  to  fan Aify,  me,  his 

wifdom  to  guide  me,  his  (;omforts  to  refre(h  me,  bis  power  t^ 

Eote£^  tnc,  and  his  all-fufficiency  to  fupply  me.    O  be  chearful^ 
thankful,,  you  have  all  your  hearts  can  wifli ;  and  yet  be  hum- 
>  ble ;  it  is  all  from  free-grace  to  empty  and  unworthy  creatui es« 

Infer.  3.  How  ahjurdy  difingenums^  and  unwitrthy  af  «  Chri^ 
fiian,  is  it  to  der^y,  or  withhold  from  Chri/iatiy  thing  he  hathy  cr 
iy  which  he  may  he  ferved^  or  honoured}  Doth  ChrifV  comrnu? 
nicate  all  he  hath  to  you,  and  can  you  withhold  any  thing  frooi 
Cbrifl  ?  On  Chrifl's  part  it  is  not  mine^  and  thine,  but  oun^  at 
mine  and  yours  ;  John  xx.  17.  "I  afcend  to  my  Father,  and ' 
y  your  Father  >  to  my  God^  and  your  Gq4/*  A^yJ^  tbi$$iK^ 
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fid  liA/e^!  which  appropriates  all  to  its  own  defigos  and  x&sa 
How  liberal  is  ChriO  !  and  how  penurious  are  we  tohitn !  Somti 
Will  not  part  wiib  their  credit  for  Chrift,  when  yet  Chrift  aba- 
fed  himleif  unrpeakably  for  them.  Some  will  not  part  with  a 
drop  of  blood  for  Chri(>,  when  Chrift  fpcnt  the  whole  treafure 
of  his  blood  freely  for  us ;  yea»  how  loth  are  we  to  part  with 
a  (hilling  for  Chrift,  to  relieve  hioi  in  his  diftrefled  roemberSi 
when  as  yet  •«  we  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
**  that  thou^  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became  poor, 
••  that  wc  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich  !"  O  ungrateful 
return !  O  bafe  and  difingenuous  Ipirits !  The  things  Cbrilt 
gives  us  are  great,  and  the  things  we  deny  to  him  are  fmall : 
he  parts  Mdth  the  grcateft,  and  yet  is  denied  the  Icaft.  The 
things  he  communicates  to  us,  are  none  of  ours,  we  have  do 
light  nor  title  by  nature,  or  any  dcfert  ofours  to  them;  ihc 
thmgs  we  deny  or  grudge  to  Chrift,  are  by  all  titles  his  own, 
and  he  hath  the  fulleft  and  moft  unqueftionable  title  to  theiD 
all :  what  he  gives  to  us,  he  gives  to  them  that  never  deferved 
it ;  what  we  withhold  from  him,  we  withhold  from  one  that 
bath  deferved  that,  and  infinitely  more  from  us,  than  we  have, 
or  are. 

He  intercfted  you  freely  itf  all  his  riches  when  you  were  enc* 
mtes ;  you  ftand  upon  trifles  with  him,  and  yet  c^il  him  yoat 
beft  and  deareft  friend  :  he  gave  himfelf,  and  all  he  hath  toyoo, 
when  you  could  claim  nothing  from  .him ;  you  deny  to  part 
with  thefe  things  to  Chrift,  who  may  not  only  claim  them  upoo 
the  higheft  title,  his  own  fovereignty,  and  abfolute  property,  but 
by  your  own  a£V^  who  profefs  to  have  given  all  in  covenant  to 
him  :  wh^t  he  gives  you,  returns  no  profit  to  him ;  but  what 
you  give  or  part  with  for  him,  is  your  greatcft  advantage.  0 
that  the  confideration  of  thefe  things  might  flume  and  humble 
youiribuls.  , 

Infer.  4.  Then  certainly  no  man  is^  orcanhefuppofed  to  bed 
hfer  by  converjion^  feeing  from  that  day^  whatever  Chryi  is,  Of 
hath^  becomes  his, 

O  what  an  inheritance  are  men  pofleffed  of  by  their  new 
birth  !  Some  men  cry  our.  Religion  will  undo  yon;  bot  with 
what  eyes  do  thefe  men  fee  ?  Surely,  you  could  never  fo  reck- 
on, except  your  Ibuls  were  fo  incarnated,  as  to  reckon  pardon, 
peace,  adoption,  holinefs,  and  heaven,  for  nothing ;  that in- 
vifibles  are  non-entities,  and  temporals  the  only  realities.  It 
is  true,  the  converted  foul  may  lofe  his  eftate,  his  liberty,  yea, 
bis  life  for  Chrift;  but  what  then  ?  Are  they  lofers  ihaf  ex- 
change brals  for  gdd?  or  part  widi  their  pre&nt  ccunforts  for 
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U  bBodrcd-fold  advantage  ?  Mark  x.  29.  So  that  aone  need 
lie  frightoed  at  religioo,  for  the  lofles  that  attend  it,  whilft 
Cbrift  aod  heaven  arc  gained  by  it :  they  that  count  religioa 
their  Ms,  ha^e  their  portion  in  this  life^ 

Infer.  5.  How  fecurely  is  the  faints  inheritance  fittUd  upon 
thm,  feeing  they  are  in  common  with  Jefus  Chrijl  ?  Chrift  and 
bis  fmts  are  joint^hetrs,  and  the  inheritance  cannot  be  alienat- 
ed^ but  by  his  confent ;  he  muft  lofe  his  intereft,  if  you  lofe 
;  ycNirs.    Indeed,  Adam's  inheritance  was  by  a  iingle  title,  and 
moreover,  it  was  in  his  own  hand,  and  fo  he  might,  (as  indeed 
he  foon  did)  diveA  himfelf  and  his  pofterity  of  it ;  but  it  is  not 
fo  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers,  we  arc  fccurcd  in  our  inheritance 
by  Chrift  our  co-heir,  who  will  never  alienate  it :  and  therefore 
it  was  truly  obferved  by  the  father,  Foelicior  Job  injierquilinio, 
qum  Adamus  in  paradifo :  Job  was  happier  upon  the  dunghill^ 
thaa  Adam  was  in  paradife.     The  covenant  of  grace  is  certain!/ 
the  beft  tenure ;  as  it  hath  the  beft  mercies,  fo  it  gives  the  ful« 
kii  fccurity  to  enjoy  them. 

Infer.  6.  How  rich  and  full  is  Jefus  Chrift,  who  communicates 
dhundantly  to  all  the  faints,  and  yet  hath  infinitely  ftili  more  in 
himfelf,  than  hath  ever  been  received  by  them  aU^ 
\    Take  all  the  faith  of  Abraham,  all  the  meekneis  of  Moles,  all 
the  patience  of  Job,  all  the  wifdom  pf  Solomon,  ^U  the  zeal  of 
David,  ail  the  indutiry  of  Paul,  and  all  the  tender^beartednefs  pf 
Jojiah ;  add  to  thisy  all  the  grace  that  is  poured,  (tho*  in  lefler 
i&eafare),  into  all  the  cleft  veflels  in  the  world,  yet  ftill  it  is  far 
ihort  of  that  which  remainsin  Chrift ;  *'  He  js  anointed  with  the 
*'  oil  of  gladnefs  above  his  fellows  :"  And  in  all  things  he  bath, 
and  muft  ever  have  the  pre-eminence.  There  are  many  thoufaqd 
ftars  glittering  above  your  heads,  and  one  ftar  differs  from  ano« 
ther  ftar  in  glory,  yet  there  is  more  light  and  glory  in  one  fun, 
than  in  the  many  thoufand  ftars.    Grace  beautifies  the  childrea 
^f  men  exceedingly,  but  ftill  that  is  true  of  Chrift,  Pfal.  xlv.  2. 
"  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  grace  is  poured  into 
**  thy  lips.*'  For  all  grace  is  fecondarily,  and  derivatively  in  the 
Unti,  but  it  is  primitively  and  originally  in  Chrift,  John  v.  16. 
Crace  is  imperfeft  and  defeflive  in  them,  but  in  him  it  is  in  !u 
fiioft  abfolute  perfeflion  and  fulnefs,  Col.  i.  19.    In  the  faints 
it  is  miiied  \mh  abundance  of  corruption,  but  in  Chrift  it  is  al- 
together unmixed,  and  exclufive  of  it^  opppfite,  Heb.  vir.  ad. 
So  that  as  the  Heathen  faid  of  mora!  virtijfe,  I  may  much  more 
&y  of  Chrift,  That  were  he  to  be  feen  with  mortal  eyes,  he  would 
compel  love  and  admiration  from  all  men,  for  *'  be  is  altogether 
Movely,"  Cant.  V.  16. 
Vol,  II.  H 
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Infer.  *J.  What  delight^  andftngular  advantage  mufi  needs  kf^ 
^he  commtnion  €f  theJamtSy  who  have  communion  with  Jejus  Chr^ 
in  alt  his  graces  and  benefits: 

*'  1  hat  which  wc  have  feen  and  heard,  declare  we  onto  yoo, 
*♦  that  yealfo  may  have  tellowfhip  with  as:  And  tmlyour  fel* 
<'  low(hip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefa^  Chrift/' 
1  John  I  3.     0  it  *«  fweet  10  have  fellowfWp  with  thofe  that 
bave  tellowftiip  with  God  in  Jefus  Chrift.     Chrift  hath  connna- 
fiicated  to  the  laints,  varieties  of  graces,  in  different  me^iiires 
and  degrees ;  and  as  they  all  receive  firotn  Chrift  the  fouotaio, 
Ho  It  is  iweet  and  moft  delightful  to  be  im  prolong  themfel ves  by 
fpirituat  coinmanion  one  with  another :  Yea;  for  that  end  one 
IS  furnilhed  with  one  grace  aaore  eminently  than  another,  tbat 
itie  weak  may  be  affiibd  by  the  ftrong,  as  a  modem  divint  * 
vrell  obferves.     Atbanafms  was  prtident,  and  adrve,  Bafilof 
an  heavenly,   fweet  temper,    ChryfofVomc  labarioiis,  withoot 
affedtation,  Ambrofe  relblved,  aird  grave,  Luther  xx>uragioiJs, 
and  Calvin  acute,  and  judicious.     Ihus  every  one  hath  bis 
jM-oper  gift  from  Ilhrift,  the  fountain  of  gifts  and  graces,   i  Cor. 
▼li.  7.    One  hath  quickncfs  of  parts,  another  folidity  of  judg* 
ment,  but  not  ready  and'  prefential ;  one  is  zealous,  but  tn* 
grounded ;  another  well  principled,  but  timerous ;  one  is  warj, 
and  prudent;  another  open  and  plain;  one^is  trembling,  aod 
lYtehing;    another  chearfal  and  joyous;    one  muA  impart  his 
light,  another  his  heat :    The  eye^  the  kfiowing  man,  cannoi 
fty  to  the  Aianrf,  the  a^ive  man,  I  have  no  need  of  thee.     Andl 
O  how  fweet  would  k  be,    if  gifts,  graces,  and  cxperienas| 
were  frequently,/and  humbly  impairted !  But  idle  notions,  eartb-j 
'Iv-mindtdnefs,  felf-ihterefts,  and  v/ant  of  more  communion  with 
Chrift,  have,  almbft,  deftroyed  the  comfort  of  Chnftian  k\'\ 
loWfbip  every  where  in  the  world. 

Jnfer,  8.  In  Orwrd,  thofe  only  have  ground  to  claim  intertf 
in  Chrift  J  taho  do  really  participate  of  his  graces  y  and  in  whs^ 
are  found  the  effe^s  and  fruits  cf  their  union  and  cmnxmaof^ 
Tvith  him. 

if  you  have  intereft  in  Chrift,  you  have  communion  in  hi» 
graces  and  benefits ;  and  if  you  have  fnch  communion,  ifwiH 
appear  in  your-^amcaining  daily  a&ual  communion  with  God  i> 
duries ;  '^heteby  will  be  produced, 

firji.  The  increafe  of  youf  fanftificsrticiii,  by  frefh.  partictp' 
tions  from  thie  fountain ;  as  cloth  whic^h  is  often  dipt  into  the 
fat  receives  the  deeper  dye,  and  livelier  tinfturej  ~£o  wili  yo*" 

*  Uu  Turfliel. 
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£)Qls^bf  d&dmom  eomamnioqr  with  God.    It  will  alfo  be  dif* 
Cfrned, 

$emifyj^^  yoor  deeper  bamiiiatibny  and  fpiritual  fenfe  of 
your  owayilenefs :  The  more  any  man  partakes  of  God»  and  i$ 
acquainted  with  bim,  and  aflimilated  to  him,  the  more  bafc  and 
vDe  in  bis  own  fight  be  (UU  grows.  Job  xlii.  5,  6.  If?.  vL  5« 

Thirdly  J  It  will  appear  la  your  more  vehement  longings  after 
tbicfoJl  eDJoymept  di  .God  'in  heaypo,  i  Pet.  i.  8.  and  Rom.  vUi^ 
jSj.  Yqu  that  have  the  firfl;  fruits,  will  gro^  within  yourfelves 
9fter  tbe  fjull  harveff,  and  Guisfyjii]^  fruition ;  yon  will  not  be 
^  taken  with  thiogs  below,  as  to  be  content  with  the  beft  lot 
OQ  earth  for  your  everlading  pprtioo,  O  !  if  thefe  communw 
qkted  drops  be  (o  fweet,  what  is  there  \k  Chf  ift  tl)e  fountain  I 

Aad  l^us  I  biave  opened  the  i^etbod  of  grace  in  bringing 
bQi9e  Chrift.  and  bis  benefits  to  Go^^s  ele6):  .by  UQioUi  in  order 
to  ^ofiununion  with  him. 

Thinks  be  So  Cod  for  J^us  Chri/l. 

S    E    R    M    O    N      IX. 

Cootaining  the  firfi  generalUfe  of  Exhortation,  inviting 
all  Men  to  apply  j£su$  Ci^rist. 

Mattj».  xt.  28*  Came  unto  mff  all  ye' that  labour^  and  are  teat 
vy  Uden^  and  I  will  give  you  reft. 

Tf!E  lOT^^fr^ffoyi  of  onr  redemption  by  Jefu5  Chrift,  be- 
ing finlSiedin  the  fi'rft  part,  and  the  way  and  means  by 

which  Chrift  is  applied  to  finners  in  the  fofegoing  part  of  this 
^treatije ;   I  am  now  orderly  come  to  the  geoeral  u/e  of  the 

whole  ;  whid)  \n  the  firft  place  (hiH  be  by  way  of  exportation, 
'  la  iavite  and  perfoade  all  men  to  come  to  Chrift ;  who  in  all 

the  former  (ermons,  hath  been  reprefented  in  his  garments  of 
fdvafim,  red  in  his  apparel,  prepared  and  offered  to  finners  as 
'  their  alNfnfficicnt  and  only  remedy  :  And  in  the  following  fer- 
'mom  will  be  reprefented  in  his  perfumed  garments  coming  out 

of  his  ivory  palaces,  Pfalmxlv.  8.  to  allure  and  draw  all  men 

Unto  him. 

For  a  general  head  to  this  ufe,  which  will  be  lar^e,  I  have 

Aofen  this  fcripture,    "Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and 

**  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.'* 
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Thcfe  words  are  the  voice  of  our  Lord  Jefbs  Chrift  hi^fetf, 
lo  which  there  is  a  vital,  ravi(hing  found :  It  is  your  mere;  to 
hav^  fach  a  joyful  found  in  your  ears  this  day.  And  m  them  I 
wiil  confider  their  Jependance,  parts^  znd /cape. 

As  to  their  dependance,  it  is  manifeft  they  have  an  immediate 
relation  to  the  foregoing  verie,  wherein  Chrift  op^s  his  com* 
miffion,  and  declares  the  fulnefs  of  this  authority  and  favi&g 
po^i^er,  and  the  impoffibility  of  coming  to  God  any  other  way. 
•*  All  things  are  delivered  to  me  of  my  Father,  and  tio  man 
**  knowcth  the  Son  but  the  Father :  Neither  knoweth  any  man 
*'  the  Father  iave  the  Son,  and  he  to  whon^oever  the  Son  wHi 
y  reveal  him,"  ver.  27. 

This  28th  vcrfe  is  brought  in  proleptically  to  obviate  the  & 
conragements  of  any  poor,  convinced,  and  hCimbled  fenl,  who 
night  thus  objeft :  Lord^  I  am  fully  fatisfied  of  the  futeefs  of 
thy  faving  power,  but  greatly  doubt  whether  ever^  I  (hall  have 
the  benefit  thereof ;  for  I  fee  (o  much  fm  and  guilt  in  my^f,  b 
great  vilenefs  and  utter  unworthinefs,  that  I  am  oTerwei^ed, 
and  even  fihk  under  the  burden  of  it:  My  roul  isdifcouraged 
l)ecaufe  of  fin.  This  objeAion  is  prevented  in  the  words  of 
my  text,  **  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  la-' 
•'  den,"  y.  d.  Let  not  the  fenfe  of  your  fin  and  mifery  drive  yoa 
from  your  only  remedy  :  Be  your  fins  never  fo  many,  and  the 
ienie  and  burden  of  them  never  fo  heavy,  yejt,  for  all  diat, 
Come  untojme  :  You  are  the  perfons  whom  I  invite  and^call.  1 
came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance. 

In  the  words,  three  things  are  efpecially  remarkable. 

1.  The  foul's  ipiritual  diftrefs  and  burthep  ;  Weary  andhea- 
vy  lofkm  .  -  * 

2.  its  invitation  .to  Chrift  under  that  burthen :  Come  unto  m. 

3.  Its  encouragement  to  that-gicat  duty  :  /  mil  give  you  raft, 
.  Firft^  'Bhe  foul's  fpiritual  diftrefs  and  burthen,  exprcfled  in 
two  very  empfaatical  words  *,  ai  nsmminni  $utk  sn^Tidjjftffdi.  "  Yc 
'*  that  labour  and  are  heavy  lade&r '    The  word  which  we  traa- 

*  0«  K^TMifTiif  L  em  They  who  labour  even  to  fainUog  and  tiring, 
for  thi$  Greek  word  t«  ^m^v  differs  by  this  emphafis  from  the 
word  ^roy«f y,  which  fignifics  only  in  general  to  labour.  Pi/cat^  on 
the  place,  explains  it  thys,  Ye  who  feel  the  burden  of  your  finf, 
and  yet  dio  not  fink  under  the  weight  thereof.  Chryfoflotne  t%r, 
pounds  it  of  thofc  who  are  burdened  with  the  legal  rites  and  cercroo- 
Sjies  ;  but  we  underftand  it  in  general,  of  all  thofe  who  being  preffej 
with  the  burden  of  their  fins,  and  the  fenfe  of  the  palignity  of  thcif 
4:orrupt  natures,  do  ft  rive  with  all  their  might  to  throw  off  this  d^? 
gravity,  and  to  obtain  righteoufnefs.  '  Mujculus  en  thephc^x 
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flate  labmr\  fignifies  a  hbonring  even  to  faiotaefs  and  tiring^ 
to  the  coo/amption  aad  wafte  of  the  fpiri;s ;  and  the  other  word 
figjnifies  luch  a  pre/Ture  by  a  borrhen  that  is  too  heavy  to  be 
b^Dt,  that  we  do  even  fink  down  under  it. 

There  is  fome  difference  among  expofitors  about  the  quality 
of  this  burthen.  Chryfoftome,  and  Ibme  others  after  him,  ex- 
poood  it  of  the  burthen  of  the  legal  ritei  and  ceremonies,  which 
was  a  heavy  burthen  indeed^  fuch'  as  neither  they»  nor  their  fa- 
thers, could  bear.  Under  the  talk  and  burthen  of  thefe  legal 
obiervanceSy  they  did  fweat  and  toil  to  obtain  a  rigliteoufnefs  to 
jaftify  them  before  God>  and  all  in  vain ;  and  this  is  a  pious 
feofe :  Bat  others  expound  it  of  the  burthen  of  fin  in  general ; 
the  corruption  of  nature,  and  evils  of  praftice,  which  Ibuls  are 
coDTinced  have  brought  them  under  die  curie,  and  will  bring 
then  to  hell,  and  therefore  labour,  and  ftrive,  all  that  in  them 
lies,  by  repentance,  and  reformation,  to  clear  themfelves  from 
it :  but  all  in  vain,  whllft  they  ftrive  in  their  own  ftrength; 
Sadi  are  they  that  are  here  called  to  come  to  Chrift,  which  is 
die  fecond  thing ;  namely, 

Secomliy^  The  invitation  of  btirtheoed  fouls  to  Chrift: 
*'  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden :  Come 
**  DDto  me,*'  i.  e.  believe  in  me,  lean  and  reft  your  burihchcd 
fools  upon  me.  I  am  able  to  eafe  all  your  burthens;  in  me  is 
that  righteoufnefs  and  peace  which  you  feek  in  vain  in  all  the 
legal  rites  and  ceremonies;  or  in  your  repentance,  reformations, 
and  duties ;  but  it  will  give  you  no  eafe,  it  will  be  no  benefit  to 
you  except  yon  come  unto  me.  Faith  is  often  ^xprefied  under 
this  notion,  fee  John  vi.  37.  and  John  vii.  37.  and  it  is  to  be 
ftrther  noted,  that  [a//]  burthened  fouls  are  invited  to  come, 
"  xMl  ye  that  labour."  \Vhatever  your  fin  or  guilt  have  been, 
whatever  your  fears  or  difcouragements  are,  yet  come,  (i .  e,)  be- 
Jicve  in  me. 

Thirdly,  Here  is  the  encouragement  Chrift  gives  to  this  duty. 
And  I  will  give  you  reft :  Amtem^m  vf^m*  ♦  1  will  refrefti  you, 
1  will  give  yon  reft  from  your  labour,  your  confciences  ftiall  be 
pacified,  your  heart  at  reft  and  quiet  in  that  pardon,  peace,  and 
fevour  of  God,  which  I  will  procure  for  you  by  my  death. 
But  here  it  muft  be  heedfully  noted,  that  this  promife  of  reft 
ID  Chrift  is  not  n/ade  to  men  fimply,  as  they  are  finners,  nor 
yet  as  they  are  burthfened,  and  heavy  laden  finners,  but  as  they 
come  to  Chrift ;  f.  e.  as  they  are  believers.    For  let  a  man  break 

*  Why  doft  thou  feek  that  where  thou  canft  not  Cod  ic  ?  I  am 
h^  only  tlm  can  help  th^e,    Muf.  on  theflaee. 
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J)fs  heart  for  fin,  let  him  wecj>  out  his  cyc^;  let  him  moura  as 
a  do¥e«  and  (bed  as  many  tears  for  fin  (if  it  were  poffible)  as 
ever  there  fell  drops  of  raio  upon  the  ground^  )ret  if  he  come 
cot  to  Chrift  by  faitb»  his  repeatance  ihail  not  fave  htm,  ooralt 
hb  ibrrows  bring  ham  to  true  reft.    Hence  note, 

Doft.  I .  That  fame  fouls  are  heavy  laden  with  the  tmrthm' 

fame  fenfe  ^  fm. 
Doft.  2.  That  ail  burthened  fault  arefaUmnly  invited  to  cmi 

tBChrifi. 
Doft.  3.  That  there  is  reft  in  Chr^for  dU  that  come  to  him  ««' 

derthe  heavy  burthen  ^  fm. 

Doft.  I .  Some  fouls  are  heavy  laden  wth  the  hurtbe^fomefef^ 
tffin. 

D06I.  f .  1 4o  not  iay  ^\\  are  fo,  for  ^*  fooH  make  a  mock  at 
^*  fm/'  Proy.,  xiy,  9.  It  is  io  far  from  being  burtheofoiBe  to 
fome,  that  it  is  ^fportxo  them,  Prov.  x.  23.  Bat  wheaa 
man's  eyes  arp  opened  to  fee  the  evil  that  is  in  fin,  and  the  eter* 
pal  mi&ry  chat  follows  it,  (fin  add  hell  being  linked  together 
with  inch  (Iroag  chains  as  nothipg  but  the  blood  of  Chiift  caa 
loofe)  then  po  burden  is  like  that  of  fin :  "iX  wouijMied  eoo* 
*'  fdencc  who  cap  bear  ?"  Prpv,  xviii.  14.  For  let  ns  btti 
confider  the  ef&cacy  that  the  law  of  God  hath  upon  the  coa- 
fiiiences  of  men,  when  it  comes  in  the  fpiritqality  and  power  o( 
tr,  to  copyince  ^^od  hamble  the  foul  of  a  fim^r.    For  then, 

Firft,  The  m^^ry  ^ fin^  long  fince  committed, 
What  inward  is  refrefbed  ar\d  revived,  as  f  it  had  heenM 
troubles  for  yeftcrday  t  There  arc  frefh  recognitions  of  fm 
J&i  are^  IJoqg  fince  afted  ?nd  forgotten,  as  if  they  had 

Dtever  been  :  What  was  dope  ip  our  youth  is 
fetched  bnck  agatn^  and  by  a  qew  impreiCon  of  fear,  and  hprror, 
fet  home^ipon  the  trembling  confcienee.  Job  xiii.  :i6.  •*.  Thoo 
•*  writef>  bitter  things  againft  me,  and  makeft  me  tapofFefs  the 
V  fins  of  my  youth."  Confcience  can  call  back  the  days  that 
^re  p^fl:,  and  draw  up  a  new  charge  upon  the  fcore  of  o{d  fins, 
pen.  xlii.  %\^  Ail  that  ever  we  did  is  recorded,  and  entered  in- 
fo the  book  of  confcience,  and  now  is  the  time  to  open  that  bflokt 
when  the  Lord  will  convince,  and  awaken  finners.  We  read  in 
Job  xiv.  17.  of  fealiog  up  iniquities  in  a  bag,  which  isapallo- 
Con  to  the  Clerk  of  the  offizes,  that  takes  all  the  indiftmcnts  that 
^re  made  againft  perfons  at  the  affizes^  and  feals  them  op  in  a 
|ag,  in  order  to  a  trial.  This  is  the  firft  office  apd  work  ctf 
^onfcience ;  upon  which 
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The/emd^  aamely,  xt%  accufations,  dodepeod.  Thefeac- 
edfatjoos of  confcieQce are  terrible  things;  who  can  ftand  before 
them?  They  are  ftril,  they  are  dear,  aad  M  of  them  referriDg 
to  the  approaching  judgmept  of  the  great  and  terrible  God. 

ConfcieDce  dives  into  all  fins  f ,  iecret  as  well  as  open,  and 
into  all  the  circumft.inces  and  aggravations  of  Cm,  as  being 
committed  againft  lights  againft  mercy,  againft  the  ftrivings, 
warniogs,  and  regrets  of  tonfcience.  So  that  we  may  fay  of 
fbe  efficacy  of  confcience,  as  it  is  faid,  Pfalhfi.  xix.16.  of  the 
iofloeoce  of  the  fun,  "  nothing  is  hid  from  the  heat  and  power 
"  thereof."  *•  Come  (faith  the  woman  of  Samaria)  fee  a  man 
**  that  hath  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did,"  John  iv.  29.  Chrift 
coQvioced  her  bat  of  one  fin,  by  this  difcoarfe,  but  confcience, 
by  that  one,  fetched  in,  and  charged  ail  the  reft  upon  her.  And 
as  the  accufations  of  confcience  are  fall,  fo  they  are  dear  and 
vadeoi^ible  :  A  man  becdmes  fclf-convinced,  and  there  remains 
fio  (hift,  excbfe,  or  plea,  to  defend  himfelf:  A  thoafand  witnef- 
fcs  cannot  prove  any  point  more  clearly  than  one  teftimony  of 
coofcicncc  doth.  Maith.  xxii.  12.  *•  The  man  was  (peechlefs, 
•*  a  mate  ;"  muzzled  (as  the  word  fignifies  %)  by  the  dear  tefti- 
mony of  his  own  confcience :  Thefc  accufations  are  the  fecond 
work  or  office  of  confcience,  and  they  make  way  for  the  thirds 
Bamety, 

Thirdly,  The  fenfence  and  cmdemnatbm  of  confcience :  And 
Italy  this  is  an  infapportable  t)arthen :  The  condemnation  of 
CoofcicQce  is  nothing  el(e  bat  its  application  of  the  condemning 
fcntence  of  the  law  to  a  man's  perfon  :  The  law  curieth  every 
one  that  iranfgrefleth  it,  Gal.  iii.  10.  Confcience  applies  thiscurfe 
to  the  guilty  finnner^  So  that  it  fentences  the  /inner  in  God*s 
name  and  authority,  from  whence  there  is  no  appeal :  The  voice 
of  confcience  is  the  voicis  of  Qod,  arid  what  it  pronounces  in 
God*s  name  and  authority,  he  will  confirm  and  ratify,  i  Johniiu 
20.  '<  If  our  hearts,  (1.  e,)  our  confciences,  condemn  us,  God  is 
•*  greater  than  our  hearts,  and  knoweth  all  things :"  This  is  that 
torment  which  no  man  can  endure.  See  theefFcfts  of  it  in  Cain, 
in  Judas,  and  m  Spira ;  it  is  a  real  foretafte  of  hell-torments  r 
This,  is  that  IVorm  that  never  tiieSf  Mark  ix.  44.  For  look,  as  a 
i^orm  in  the  body  is  bred  of  the  corruption  that  is  there,  fo  the 
accufations  and  condemnations  of  confcience  are  bred  in  the  foul 
by  the  corruption  and  guilt  that  is  there:  A$  the  worm  10  the 

t  This  is  the  iirft  punifhment  of  fia,  that  no  guilty  perfon  can  be 
acquitted  in  his  own  confcience.     Jfuv,  Ub.  13./.  2* 
i  O  Jg  %(pfft4t^p  H  iUe  cafiflratut  eft^  . 
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body  preys  and  bites  upoa  the  tender,  (enlible,  inward  parts,  fb 
<k>th  conicience  touch  the  very  quicti.  This  is  its  third  efFeft, 
or  work,  to  fentence  and  condemn ;  and  this  alio  makes  way  foe 
a  fourth,  namely. 

Fourthly,  To  upbraid  aiJ  reproach  the  firmer  under  his  mxfery ; 
and  this  makes  a  man  a  very  terror  to  himfe^ :  To  be  pitied  ia 
mifery  is  fome  relief,  but  to  be  upbraided,  and  reproached, 
doubles  our  aiBiftion :  You  know  it  was  one  of  the  aggravations 
ot  Chrift's  fufferings,  to  be  reproached  by  the  tongues  of  his 
enemies,  whilft  he  hanged  interments  upon  thecurfed  tree; 
bat  all  the  feoffs  and  reproaches,  the,  bitter  jeer^  and  farcafm  in 
the  world,^  are  nothing  to  thofe  of  aman*s  own  coofcteaa; 
which  ^ill  cut  to  the  very  bone. 

O !  when  a  maa*s  confcience  (hall  fay  to  him  in  a  day  of  trou- 
ble, as  Fleuben  to  his  afflidled  brethren.  Gen.  xliii.  22.  '*  ^pake  I 
**  not  unto  yoUj  faying,  do  not  (In  againA  the  child,  and  ye  would 
•*  not  hear ;  therefore  behold  alio  his  blood  is  required."  So 
confcience ;,  did  I  not  warn  you,  threaten  you,  perfuade  you, 
.  in  time,  again  ft  thefe  evils ;  but  you  would  not  hearken  to  me, 
therefore  behold  now  you  muft  fufFcr  to  all  eternity  for  it. 
The  wrath  of  God  is  kindled  againft  thy  foul  for  it :  This  is 
the  fruit  of  thy  own  wilful  madnefs  and  obdinacy.  Now  thou 
(halt  know  the  price  of  fmniog  againii  God,  againft  lights  aod 
confdence.  O  this  is  terrible  1  every  bite  of  confcience  makes 
a  poor  foul  to  flarile,  and  in  a  terrible  fright  to  cry,  O  the 
worm !  O  the  bitter  foretalle  of  hell  \  A  wounded  fpirit  who 
can  bear  ? 

This  is  a  fourth  weund  of  confcience,  and  it  makes  way  for 
a  fifth ;  for  here  it  is  as  the  pouring  out  of  the  vials,  and  the 
ibundiug  of  thofe  woe-trumpets  in  Revelations ;  one  woe  is 
paft,  and  another  comethi  After  all  thefe  deadly  blows  of  coa- 
fcience  upon  the  very  heart  of  a  finner,  comes  another  as  dread- 
ful as  any  that  is  yet  named ;  and  that  is, 

Fifthly^  The  fearful  exptftations  of  wrath  to  come,  which 
it  begets  in  the  foul  of  a  guilty  fmner :  Of  this  you  read,  Heb. 
X.  27.  "  A  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  and  fiery  indigna^ 
**  tion:"  And  this  makes  the.fiouteA  finner  faint  and  fiok 
tinder  the  burthen  of  fin.  For  the  tongue  of  man  cannot  declare 
ivhat  it  is  to  lie  down,  and  life  with  thofe  fearful  expeAatloos : 
The  cafe  of  fuch  Cnners  is  fome  what  like,  that  which  is  defaib- 
ed  inDeut.  xxviii.  65,  66,  67.  "  The  Lord  (hall  givediee 
."  there  a  trembling  heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and  forrow  of 
*♦  mind.  And  thy  life  (hall  hang  in  doubt  before  thee,  aod 
'*  thou  (halt  fear  day  and  night,  and  (hall  have  no  afTuraoce  of 
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*'  thy  life,  tdthe  morning  thou  (halt  (ky,  would  God  it  wcjtj 
"  €vea:  And  at  ev^BQ  thou  (li^lt  fa)r,  would  God  it  were  mor* 
"  ning :  For  the  fear  oF  ihine  hearty  wherewith  thou  (halt  fear/' 
6c.  Only  ia  this  it  differs,  in  this  fcr ipture  you  have  the  terror  of 
thofedefcribed,  whofe  temporal  life  haugs  in  doubtful  fufpencfc^ 
but  111  the  perfods  I  am  fpeaktog  of^  it  is  a  trembling  utlder  the 
appreheafions  and  expeAationsof  t^ie  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 

Believe  it,  friends,  words  cannot  exprefe  what  ^hofe  poor 
creatures  feel,  that  lie  down,  and  rife  up  under  thefe  fears,  and 
frights  of  confcience.  Lord,  what  will  become  of  me !  I  am 
free  among  the  dead,  yea,  among  the  damned.  I  hang  by  thie 
frail  thread  of  a  momentary  life,  which  Will,  and  muiT,  brealc 
fliortly,  aa<J  may  break  the  nekt  moment,  over  the  everlafting 
'burnings :  No  (>kafant  bread  is  to  be  eaten  in  thefe  days,  but 
what  is  like  the  bi'ead  of  condemned  men« 

And  thus  you  fee  what  the  burden  of  fin  is,  when  God 
makes  it  to  bear  upon  the  confciences  of  men,  no  burden  of 
a/SiAion  is  like  it :  Lodes  of  dearefV  relations,  forrows  for  abi 
cmJy  fon,  are  not  fo  pungent,  and  penetrating  as  thtfe :  For, 

f//r/?,  No  creature  enjoyihent  is  pleafant  under  thefe  inw'ard 
troubles :  tn  other  tfdubks  they  may  fignify  fomething  to  a 
^  man's  relief ;  but  here  they  are  nothing ;  the  wound  is  tOci» 
'deep  to  be  healed  by  any  thing  but  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  r 
coafcience  requires  as  much  to  fatisfy  it,  as  God  requires  to 
fctisfy  hid).  When  God  is  at  peace  With  theie,  (faith  confcience) 
then  will  I  be  at  peace  with  thee  too ;  but  till  than,  expe^  no 
red  nor  peace  from  me:  All  the  pleafures  and  diverfions  in  th6 
world  ihall  never  flop  my  mouth :  Go  where  thou  Wilt,  I  will 
follow  thee  like  thy  (hadoW :  Be  thy  portion  in  the  World  as 
fweift  as  it  will,  1  will  drop  in  gall  and  wormwood  into  thy  cup, 
that  thoii  ihalt  tafte  no  fweetntfs  in  any  thing,  till  thou  baft  got 
thy  pardon. 

Theie  inwiard  troubles  for  fin  alienate  the  inindfrotaiall  for* 
mer  pleafures  and  delights;  there  is  no  more  tafle  or  favour  ih 
^tm,  than  the  white  of  an  egg.  Mufic  is  out  of  tune  ;  all  in- 
ftruments  jar  and  groan.  Ornaments  have  no  beauty;  whatt 
heart  haih  a  poor  creature  to  deck  that  body,  in  which  dwells 
fiich  a  iMIerable  foul !  to  feed  and  painper  that  carca(e  that  hath 
been  the  foul's  inducement  to,  and  inftrument  in  iin,  and  muJSk 
be  its  companion  in  everlading  mifery. 

^   Secondly^  Thefe  inward  troubles  for  fin,  put  a  dread  liitb 
deaths  beyond  whatever  the  foul  faw  in  it  before.     Now  it  looks 
Bke  the  King  of  terrors  indeied.    You  read  i&  Hcb.  ii.  i  J.  of 
VoL.IL  'M-m   '^  '       "■ 
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fome  that'throogh  fear  of  death  are  all  their  life  longfubjeft  to 
bondage.  O  what  a  lively  comment  is  a  foul  in  this  cafe  able 
to  make  upon  fuch  a  text !  They  would  no^  fcare  at  the  pale 
horfe,  nor  at  him  that  fits  on  him,  though  his  name  be  called 
Death,  if  it  were  not  for  what  follows  him,  Rev.  vi.  S^butwheo 
they  confider  that  hell  follows,  they  tremble  at  the  very  same, 
or  thoughts  of  death. 

Thirdly,  Such  is  the  nature  of  thcfc  inward  troubles  of  fpi- 
rit,  that  they  fwallow  up  the  fenfe  of  all  outward  troubles: 
Alas !  thefe  are  all  loft  in  the  deeps  of  foul-forrows,  as  the 
little  rivulets  are  iti  the  vaft  (ea;  he  that  is  wounded  at 
the  heart,  will  not  cry  Oh,  at  the  bite  of  the  fmalleft  infeft. 
And  furely  no  greater  is.  the  proportion  betwixt  outward  and 
inward  forrows,  A  fmall  matter  formerly  would  diicompofe  a 
man,  and  put  him  into  a  fret ;  now  ten  thoufand  outward  tron- 
blcs  arc  lighter  than  a  feather  :  For,  faith  he,  "why  doth  the 
**  living  man  complain  ?"  Am  I  yet  on  this  fide  eternal  burn- 
ings !  O  let  me  not  complain,  then,  whatever  my  condition  be: 
Have  I  loHes  in  the  world,  or  pains  upon  my  body  ?  Alas !  dicfe 
arc  not  to  be  named  with  the  lofs  of  God,  and  the  feeling  pf  his 
wrath  and  indignation  for>evermore.  Thus  you  fee  what  trou- 
bles, inward  troubles  for  fm  be. 

Secondly,  If  you  a(k,  in  the  fecond  place, 
How  fouls  are  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  any  foul  is  fupporf- 
fupported  under  cd  under  fuch  ftrong  troubles  of  fpirit,  that 
fuch  troubles.  all  that  feel  them  do  not  fmk  undet  diem; 
that  all  that  go  down  into  thefe  deep  water$ 
of  forrow,  are  not  drowned  in  them  ?  The  anfwer  is, 

Firji,  Though  this  be  a  very  fad  time  with  the  foiil  (much 
like  that  of  Adam,  betwixt  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant,  and 
the  fir  (I  promife  of  Chrift  made  to  him)  yet  the  ibuls  that  are 
thus  heavy  laden,  do  not  fink,  becaufe  God  hath  a  moft  tend^ 
care  over  them,  and  regard  to  them  ;  underneath  theip  are  the 
everlafiing  arms,  and  thence  it  is  they  fink  not :  Were  they  left 
to  grapple  with  thefe  troubles  in  their  own  ftrcngth,  theyrouid 
Dever  ftand.  But  God  takes  care  of  thefe  mourners,  that  their 
fpirits  do  not  fail  before  him,  and  the  fouls  th^t  he  hath  made ; 
I  mean  thofe  of  his  eleft,  whom  he  is  this  way  preparing  for, 
and  bringing  unto  Chrift.  - 

Secondly,  The  Lord  is  pleafed  to  nourifli  ftill  fome  hope  in  the 
foul  under  the  gre^teft  fears  and  troubles  of  fpirit :  Though  it 
have  no  comfort  or  joy,  yet  it  hath  fome  A<?/»^,  and  that  keeps 
up  the  heart.  The  aiBifted  foxxX  doth,  in  this  cafe,  as  the  af- 
flicted churchy'  LaiQi  iii.  29.  **  He  putteth  his  mouth  lo  the  duf^* 
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/'  if  yet  there  may  be  hope :"  He  faith,  "  It  is  good  for  a  maa 
**  to  hope,  aod  qoietly  to  wait  for  the  falvation  of  God.**  ^here 
are  ofoally  fbioe  glimmerings  or  dawoings  of  mercy  through 
Chrift,  in  the  midnight  darknefs'of  inward  troubles ;  non  dantur 
purae  temhrae.  In  bcU,  indeed,  there  is  no  hope  to  enlighten 
the  darkaefs,  but  it  is  not  fo  upon  earth. 

Thirdly,  The  experiences  ef  others,  who  have  been  in  the. 
fame  deeps  of  trouble,  are  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  keep  up  the  foul 
above  water.  The  experience  of  another  is  of  great  ufe  to  prop 
opadefpondingmind,  whiift,  as  yet,  it  hath  none  of  its  own ; 
and,  indeed,  for  the  fupport  of  fouls  in  fuch  cafes,  they  were 
recorded  i  Tim.  i.  16.  '*  For  this  cauft  I  obtained  mercy, 
*^  that  in  me  firft  Jefus  Chrift  might-fliew^forth  all  long-fuficr- 
''  ing,  for  a  pattern  to  them  .which  (hould  hereafter  believe  on 
''  him  to  life  everlafipg :"  For  an  encouraging  *  Pattern^  an 
emioeni  precedent  to  all  poor  finners  that  were  to  come  after 
him,  that  none  might  abfolutely  defpair  of  finding  mercy  through 
Chrift.  Yott  know  if  a  man  be  taken  fick,  and  none  can  tell 
vhat  the  difeafe  is,  none  can  (ay  that  ever  they  heard  of  fuch  a 
difeafe  before,  it  is  exceeding  frightful ;  but  if  one  and  another,' 
it  may  be  twenty,  come  to  the  fick  man's  bed-iide,  and  telt 
hiffl,  fir,  be  not  afraid,  I  have  been  in  the  very  fame  cafe  that ' 
yoo  DOW  are,  and  fo  have  ma»iy  more,  and  all  did  well  at  laft  \ 
why  this  is  half  a  core  to  the  fick  man.  So  it  is  here  a  great 
fopport  to  hear  the  experiences  of  other  fdnts. 

Fourthly^  As  the  experiences  of  others  fupport  the  foul  under 
thefc  burdens,  fo  the  riches  of  free  grace  through  Jefus  Ghrift 
uphold  it :  U  is  rich  and  abundant,  Pfal.  cxxx.  7,  8.  plenteous 
red^mptiba  t  ^nd  it  is  free,  and  to  the  word  of  finners,  Ifa.  i.  1 8. 
And^nder  tfaeiib  troubles  it  finds  itfelf  in  the  way^  and  proper 
method  of  mercy,  for  fo  my  text  (a  text  that  hath  upheld  many 
thoolaiid  drooping  hearts)  Aates  it :  All  this  gives  hope  and  en- 
coor^ement  under  trouble. 

Fifthfy^  and  Laftfyy  Though  the  ftate  of  the  foul  be  fad  and 
jGnking,  yet  jefus  Chrift  ufually  makes  hafte  in  the  extremity 
of  trouble  to  relieve  it,  by  fweet  and  feofonable  difcovci  ics  of 
Mm  2 

*  The  word  ^^^trvvmni  as  well  as  twh  (which  is  the  word  render- 
ed Pattern  in  i  Tim.  16.)  (igdiiies  the  firft  draught  of  a  pifture,  it  is 
here  taken  for  example,  that  men  might  fee  what  they  might  expcft 
From  God  :  That  grace  much  more  abounds,  and  is  more  powerful 
than  fio,  and  that  no  belierer  may  be  diffident  of  the  forgivencfs  pro- 
rided  for  him.    Poln  S^wpf,  onthe  Pla:e^        . 
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his  grace  %  cum  dupUcantur  Uteres^  venit  Mo&s,  m  the  mouht 
of  the  Lord  it  (hall  be  (eea.  it  is  with  Chrift  a»  it  was  with  Jo- 
feph,  whoie  bowels  yearned  towards  his  brethren^  and  he  was 
la  paia  till  he  had  told'  them,  "  I  ani  Jofeph  yoqr  brother,'^ 
This  is  fweetjy  exhibited  tp  us  in  that  excellent  parable  of  the 
prodigal,  Luke  xv.  whep  his  f^^th^r  faw  him,  being  yet  a  gre^t 
way  cff,  be  ran  and  fell  upon  hii^  neck,  and  kifTed  him.  Mer* 
cy  runs  nimbly  to  help,  when  fouls  are  ready  to  fall  ijoder  thf; 
prefltire  of  fin.  And  thus  you  fee  bpth  how  they  are  barthea- 
fsd,  and  how  ppbeld  under  the  burthen. 

mydotbCoimakethe  ,  /*T'^->''  ^V*  ^J^t^'n  '^^r 
i^.iA^   -/•  /?-  R.  A    ""  P'ace.  why  God  makes  the  bv- 

te, TJr?^      hearts  ^  pobr  fwners?   h  U.  W- 

Firftt  He  doth  if  tp  divorce  tfaqr  hearts  fro|D  fm,  by  giving 
them  an  experioiental  tafie  of  the  bitternefs  and  evil  that  is  ia 
/in  :  Men's  hearts  are  naturally  glewed  with  delight  to  their  fm- 
fill  courfes;  all  the  perfuafioi^s  ^nd  arguments  in  the  worldaie 
foo  Weak  to  fepqrate  them  s^nd  their  beloved  lufts.  The  morfds 
of  fin  go  down  fmoothly  and  fweetly,  tbey  roll  theip  with  much 
dele^atioQ  under  their  tpngues,  ^nd  it  is  but  need  that  facb 
.bitter  potions  as  thefe  ftiould  be  adm\niftred  "  to  inake  their 
"  ftoniichs  rife  agatnft  fin,'*  as  that  f  word  ufed  by  the  apoftle 
in  2  Cor.  vii.  ii,  fignifies,  in  that  ye  forrmped  after  a  goi^ 
fort,  what  indigtuitm  it  viro^ght?  It  note?  theVifing  oF  the 
fiomach  ^irb  rage,  a  being  angry  even  unto  ficknefs ;  and  this 
IS  the  way,  the  beft  and  mo(l  cflfeftual  way  to  feparate  the  foul 
of  a  finner  from  his  lufts ;  for  in  thefe  troubles,  confcience  faith,. 
as  it  is  ia  Jer,  iv,  i8.  f*  Thy  way  and  thy  doings  have  procorcd 
f*  thefe  things  UQtofhee;  thjs  is  thy  wickedqefs,  hecjaufc'icis 
^'  great,  bf:cau(e  it  reacheth  unto  thy  heart." 

Secondly^  the  Lord  doth  this  to  naake  je/us  Chrift  ^noft  wet 
fcome  and  defirable  to  the  fc^ul  Chrift  is  jfiCtt/wM^  till  fin  be 
made  bitter  to  i^s.  Matth.  ix.  J2.  "  They  tk^t  be  wboje  need 
f*  not  ^  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick."  If  once  Go4 
wounds  the  heart  qf  ^  finner,  with  the  fiiuging  fenie  of /m? 
f hen  nothing  in  th«  world  is  ifo  precioqs,  fo  neceilary,  h  vehe- 
mently defired,  and  panted  for,  as  Jefiis  Chrift  I  0  that  I  had 
Phrift,  if  I  did  go  in  rags,  if  I  did  feed  upon  no  other  food  al( 
piy  days,  bqt  the  bre?^d  and  water  of  gffliftSon  ^  this  Js  the  fan- 
-page  of  a  fqiil  i^Ied  with  the  t^k  of  thp  evil  of  fin. 

^  'A|wy«xrjj7/;|  indi^natia^  JiomcLcbatio,  l^eigh*^  Cii^ica,  in  yer(j, 
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Thirdly f  The  Lord  doth  this  to  advance  the  riches  of  h 
free  grace  in  the  eyes  of  fiaaers.  Grace  never  appears,  grace  ti 
fin  appears  to  be  fio.  The  deeper  our  fcnfe  of  ihe  evil  of  11 
i$,  the  de<;per  our  apprehenfions  of  the  free  grace  of  God  i 
Chrift  will  be.  The  louder  our  groans  have  been  ubder  ti 
harden  of  fio,  the  louder  will  our  acclamations  and  praifes  t 
for  our  /alvation  from  it  by  Jafus  Chrift.  **  To  me  (faith  Pan 
**  thcchiefcA  of  iinnerSy  was  this  grace  given,"  i  Tim.  i.  1 
li^ever  doth  the  grace  of  a  prince  fo  melt  the  heart  of  a  traito 
as  when  trial,  ientencey  and  all  preparations  for  his  cxecutio 
h&ye  pafledy  before  his  Unexpected  pardon  comes. 

Fourthly,  The  Lord  doth  this  to  prevent  relapfes  ipto  fin 
"  In  that  yc  forrowed  after  a  godly  fort,  what  carefulnefs 
"  wrought  r*  2  Cor.  ii.  ^.  The  burnt  child  dreads  the  iSn 
the  bird  that  is  delivered  out  of  the  talons  of  the  hawk,  trera 
bles  afterward  at  the  noife  of  his  bells.  '*  After  fuch  a  delivc 
"  ranee  as  this,  (hould  we  again  break  thy  commandments  ? 
Ezra  ix.  13,  14.  Aflc  a  poor  penitent  fou),  that  hath  been  i 
the  deeps  of  forrow  for  fm,  Will  you  returu  to  your  form< 
courfe  of  fm  again  ?  And  it  founds  in  his  ears,  as  if  you  Ihoul 
afk  him,  Will  you  run  into  the  fire,  will  ye  go  to  the  rack  s 
gain  ?  O  no,  it  h^th  coft  him  dear  already  *. 

Fifthly,  Lz^ly,  This  the  Lord  doth,  to  make  them  both  ilcil 
fol  and  cobpafllooate  in  relieving  others  that  are  under  like  ii 
ward  troubles.  None  can  fpe^k  fo  judicioufly,  fo  pertinentlj 
fo  feeliugly  to  another's  cafe,  as  he  th^t  hath  been  10  the  fam 
cafe  himfelf  f  ;  this  furnishes  them  with  the  tongue  of  th 
learned,  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  the  weary  foul ;  by  thi 
means  they  are  able  to  **  comfort  others  with  the  fame  comfort 
"  wherewith  they  themfelves  have  been  comforted  of  God, 
2  Cor.  i,  4. 

Thus  you  have  had  a  brief  account,  what  the  burden  of  fi 
is,  how  fouls  are.  fupportcd  under  that  burden,  and  why  th 
Lord  caufes  fin  to  lie  fo  heavy  qpon  the  fouls  of  fome  finncri 
The  itDproTenaeni  gf  all  will  be  in  a  double  ufc,  viz. 
Of  information,  and  direftion. 
Firfi  u/e  for  information. 
Infer,  i.  Is  there  fuch  a  load  and  burden  in  fin  ?  IHat  the 

•  N^U  tanti  emere  penitentianL  i.  c*  I  will  not  purchafe  reipec 
tjince  at  fo  dear  a  rate, 
\  Haud  ignara  fnali,  miferti  fuccurere  dico.     Virg. 
}^ike  you,  an  alien  in  a  hnd  unknown, 
}  learn  to  pity  woes,  fo  like  mine  ow#».     Dryden: 
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vjas  the  burden  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  felt  and  hare  for  us, 
vpon  wham  the  whole  weight  of  ail  the  ftns  of  aU  God*s  ek6i^  lay  / 
Ifa.  lui.  6,  **  He  hath  made  the  iDiquities  of  us  all  to  meet  on 
•*  him."  Our  burden  is  heavy,  but  nothing  to  Chrift^s.  0 
there  is  a  vaft  difFerence  betwiKt  that  which  Chrift  bare,  and 
that  which  we  bear.  We  feel  but  the  ilngie  weight  of  our  own 
fins ;  Chrift  felt  the  whole  weight  of  all  our  fins.  Yoo  do  not 
feel  the  whole  weight  that  is  in  any  one  Cm ;  alas,  it  would  fiok 
you,  if  God  (hould  let  it  bear  ia  all  its  aggravations  and  effefls 
upon  you.  Pfal.  cxxx.  2,  3.  '*If  thou.  Lord,  fhouldft  mark 
*<  iniquity,  O  Lord  who  (hall  ftand  !"  You  would  fink  preleot- 
ly,  you  can  no  more  ftand  under  it,  than  under  the  Weight  of  a, 
mighty  mountain.  But  Chrift  bare  all  the  burden  upoQ  himfelf ; 
his  underftanding  was  deep  and  large ;  he  knew  the  extent  of 
its  evil,  which  we  do  not :  we  have  many  reliefs  and  helps  un* 
der  our  burden,  he  had  none ;  we  have  friends  to  counfel,  com- 
fort, and  pity  us ;  all  his  friends  and  familiars  forfook  him,  and 
fled  in  the  day  of  his  trouble :  we  have  comforts  from  heaveo, 
be  had  frowns  from  heaven  :  "My  God,  my  God,  (faith  he  ia 
**  that  doleful  day)  why  haft  thou  forfakeu  me  V'  There  is  00, 
compare  betwixt  our  load  and  Chrift 's. 

Infer.  2.  If  there  be  fuch  a  burden  in  fin,  then  certainly  Jin- 
tiers  will  pay  dear  for  all  the  pleafure  they  find  in  fin,  in  the  days 
if  their  vanity.  •*  What  J  oue  faith  of  crafty  counfels,  wc 
'*  may  fay  of  all  fins ;  though  they  feem  pleafant  in  their  firft 
•*  appearance,  they  will  be  found  fad  in  the  event :"  they  arc 
honey  in  the  mouth,  but  the  gall  of  afps  in  the  belly ;  they 
fickle  the  fancy ;  but  rend  the  confcience.  O  finner,  thy  mirth 
will  certainly  be  turned  into  mourning,  as  fure  as  thou  liveft ; 
that  vain  and  frothy  br^aft  of  thine  fhall  be  wounded ;  thoii 
ihalt  feel  the  fting  and  pain,  as  well  as  relifh  the  fweet,  and 
pleafure  of  fin.  O  that  thoa  wouldft  but  give  thyfelf  the  lei- 
rjre  ferioufly  to  ponder  thofe  |t fcript\ires  in  the  margin;  me- 
thinks  they  ftiould  have  the  lame  efFeft  that  the  hand-writing 
Upon  the  plaifter  of  the  wall  had  upon  th^(  jovial  king  in  the 
height  of  a  frolic,  Daniel  v.  5.  Reafon  thus  with  thine  own 
heart,  and  thou  wilt  find  the  conciufion  unavoldabfe ;  ei^er  I 
ftall  repent  for  fin,  or  I  ftiail  not :  If  I  (hall  not,  then  muft  I 
.  howl  under  the  wrath  of  God  for  fin,  in  the  loweft  hell  for  c* 

X  C^nfilia  eallida  prima  fptcie  laeta  ;  fraHatu  dura  ;  evcutu 
trijiia.     Livy. 

8  Piov.  XX.  7.  Ibid,  xxiii.  31,  32.  Job  xx.  12^  13,  14.  James  x* 
15.  ilom.  vi.  21.  '  ^ 
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Fcrmore.  If  I  (hall,  then  by  what  I  have  now  read,  of  the 
throbs  abd  woands  of  confcience,  I  fe^  what  this  heart  of  mine, 
this  vain  heart  of  miDe,  mufV  feel  in  this  world.  O  how  much 
wifer  was  the  choice  that  Mofes  made,  Heb.  xi,  25.  the  word 
of  fuKrings,  rather  than  the  beft  of  fin^  the  pleafures  of  fia^ 
which  are  but  for  a  (eafbn  ! 

hfer,  3.  Is  there  fuch  a  burden  in  fin,  then  the  mofl  tendet 
cmpaffion  is  a  debt  due  to  fouls  affHdfed  and  heavy  laden  with  Jin. 
Their  condition  cries  for  pity,  whatever  their  tongues  do ;  they 
feed  to  call  upon  you,  as  Job  upon  his  friends ;  '*  Have  pity, 
**  have  pity  upon  me,  0  ye  my  friends,  fpr  the  hand  of  GotJ 
"  bath  touched  me,"  Job  xix.  21.     And  O  let  all  that  have 
felt  the  wounds,  and  anguifli  of  an  afflifted  confcience  them- 
felves,  learn  from  their  own  experience  tenderly  to  pity  and  help 
Qihcrs.    Gal.  Vi.  i.  "  You  that  are  fpiritnal,  reftore  (*  or  fct  him 
**  in  joint  again)  in  the  fpirit  of  meekneft,  confidering  thyfclf." 
Ifraei  was  commanded  to  be  kind  to  Grangers,  for,  iaith  God, 
yon  know  the  heart  of  a  ftrabger.     And  furely  if  any  cafe  m 
the  world  require  help,  pity,  and  all  companionate  tendernefsy 
this  doth  ;  and  yet  how  do  fome  flight  fpiritual  troubles  upon 
others  ?  Parents  flight  them  in  their  own  children,  maflers  in 
their  fervants  ;  the  more  brutifli  and  wicked  they.     O  had  yon 
but  felt  yourfelves  what  they  feel,  you  would  never  treat  them 
as  you  do.     But  let  this  comfort  fuch  poor  creatures,  Chf iA  hath 
fell  ihem,  and  will  pity  and  help  them ;  yea,  he  therefore  would 
feel  them  himfelf,  that  he  might  have  compaffion  upon  you.     If 
men  will  not,  God  will  pity  you ;  if  men  be  k  cruel  to  perfe* 
cute  him  whom  God  hath  fmitten,  God  will  be  fo  kind  to  pour 
balm  into  the  WQunds  that  fin  hath  made :  if  they  pull  away  the 
ibocdder  from  you,  and  will  not  be  concerned  about  your  trou- 
bles, except  it  be  to  aggravate  them,  God  will  not  ferve  you  fb  : 
bnt  certainly  you  that  have  pafTed  through  the  fame  difficulties* 
you  cannot  be  without  compaflion  to  them  that  are  now  grap- 
piiog  with  them. 

Infer.  4.  Honvune^preJJibly  dreadful  is  the  ftate  of  the  damned, 
fvho  muft  bear  the  hurden  of  all  their  fins  upon  themfelves,  without 
nlief^  or  hope  af  deliverance  I  Mark.  ix.  44.  *•  where  their  worm 
"  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched." 

O!  If  fin  upon  the  foul  that  is  coming  to  Chrift  for  dclivcr- 
aoce,  be  (b  burdenfbme,  what  is  it  upon  the.ibul  that  is  fliut  out 
from  Chrift,  and  all  hopes  ok  deliverance  for  ever  !  For,  do  but 
ponder  tbefe  differences  betwixt  thefe  two  burdens. 

*  K«iT«fT<^8l?,  la:^ta  me?nlfra  in  fuum  locum  reflituere.        "> 
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Ftr^,  No  foul  is  fo  capacious  now,  to  take  in  the  fulnefs  of 
the  evil  and  niiftry  of  fin,  as  they  are  who  are  gone  down  to 
the  place  of  torments.  Even  as  the  joys  of  God*s  face  above 
^re  much  unknown  to  them  that  have  the  foretafles  and  firft- 
fruits  of  them  here  by  faith,  fo  the  miicry  of  the  damned  is  much 
nnknovyn^  tveiLio  them  that  have  in  their  confciences  now,  the 
Vitteieft  tafte  and  (enfe  of  fin  in  this,  world :  as  we  have  the  vi- 
rions of  heaven,  fo  we  have  the  vifions  of  hell  alfo,  but  darkl]f 
through  a  glafs. 

Secondfy fiio  burden  of  fin  prefleth  fo  continually  upon  the 
foul  here  as  it  doth  there.  Afflifted  ibul$,  on  earth,  have  inter 
inifTions,  and  breathing-times  ;  but  in  hell  there  are  no  lucid,  ia- 
tervals,  the  wrath  of  God  there  is  ftill  flowing ;  it  is  ixafluxucQtt; 
iinuo,  Ifa.  xkx,  33.  a  ftream  of  brimfione. 

Thirdly,  No  burden  of  fin  lies  upbn  any  of  God's  elieft  fo  long 
as  on  the  damned,  who  do,  and  mul\  bear  it :  our  troubles  about 
fin  are  but  (hort,  though  they  (hould  run  parallel,  with  thclioe 
bf  life;  but  the  troubles  of  the  damned  are  parallel  with  lUi 
cndlefs  line  of  eternity. 

Fourthly,  Under  thefe  troubles,  the  foul  liath  hope,  but  therf, 
all  hope  is  cut  off:  all  the  gofpel  is  full  of  hope,  it  breathes  no- 
thing but  hople  to  finners  that  are  moving  Chrifl-ward  under 
their  troubles  ;  but  in  hell  the  pangs  of  defperatioh  rend  their 
confciences  forever.  So  that,  upon  all  accounts,  theftateof 
the  damned  is  inexpreffibly  dreadful. 

Infer.  5.  1/  the  burden  of  fin  hf  fo  heavy ,  howfweet  then  mufi 
'the  pardon  ^ffin  be  to  a  fin-burdened  foul  I  U  it  a  rcfrtftiment  ro 
a  prifoncr,  to  have  his  chains  knocked  off?  A  comfort  to  a  deb- 
tor To  have  his  debts  paid,  and,  obligations  cancelled  ?  What  joy 
muft  it  then  be  to  a  fin-burthened  ioul,  to  hear  the  voice  of  par- 
don and  peace  in  his  trembling  confcience  I  Is  the  light  of  the  mor- 
ning pleafant  to  a  man  after  a  weary  tirefome  night  ?  the  fpriog 
of  the  year  pleafant  after  a  hard  and  tedious  winter  ?  They  are 
fo,  indeed  ;  but  nothing  fo  fweet  as  the  favour,  peace,  and  pardoii 
of  God,  to  a  foul  that  hath  been  long  reftlefs,  and  anxious,  un- 
der the  terrors  and  fears  of  confcience.  For,  though  after  par- 
don and  peace  a  man  remertibers  fin  fllll,  yet  it  is  as  one  thAt 
remembers  the  .dangerous  pits,  and  deep  Waters,  from  which  he 
hath  been  Wonderfully  delivered,  and  had  a  narrow  cfcape.  0 
the  unconceiveable  fwectnefs  of  a  pardon!  Who  can  read  it, 
without  tears  of  joy  ?  Are  we  glad  when  the  grinding  pain  of 
the  ftone,  or  racking  fits  of  the  cholic  are  over  ?  And  fhall  we 
not  be  tranfported,  when  the  accufations  and  condemnations  of 
confcicnce^are  over  ?  Tongue  caunoj  g xprefs  what  thcfc  thiogs 


are;  ins  joy  is  fomethiog  that  do  words  can  convey  to  theua* 
derftandsag  of  aoother,  that  never  felt  tbeangoi(h  of  fin. 

bfer.  6.  Laflly,  In  how  fad  a  ca/e  wrt  tbofe  tbdt  never  felt  any 
ifurden  wjin^  tbaf  never  were  kept  waking  and  refiUfs  one  mgkt 
for  Jin  f" 

TJiers  is  a  burdened  coniaenoe,  and  there  id  a  bentunihed  coa^ 
ickucc*  The  firft  is  inore  painful^  but  the  laft  more  dangerous: 
0  it  is  a  fearful  blow  of  God  npon  a  man's  (bul,  to  Arlke  it  fenfe* 
hfs  ami  Aupid,  fo  that  though  mountams  of  guilt  He  upon  ii^ 
it  feels  D<K  pain  or  prefTure  :  and  this  is  fo  much  more  (ad,  be- 
cauie  it  ioc^acitates  the  foul  for  Cfarifi,  and  is  ^  prefage  and  fore* 
ruQiier  of  hell.  It  would  grieve  the  heart  of  a  man,  to  fee  a 
deSri^spw/on  in  the  rage  and  height  of  a  fever«  to  laugh  at  - 
th(^  that  are  weeping  for  htm,  ca{l  them  fools,  ^nd  filing  them 
hf  IS  as  well  as  any  ot  them :  much  fo  is  the  ca&  of  many  thou- 
faad  fouls ;  the  God  of  mercy  pity  them. 
Second  uje  for  cmmfel 
The  only  further  u(e  I  (hall  make  of  this  point  here,  (ball  be 
to  direft  and  counfel  Ibuls  that  are  weary»  and  heavy  laden  witb 
the  burden  of  fin^  in  order  to  their  obt^aing  true  reft  and  poace^ 
Aad  firft, 

firfi  counfeL 
\  Satisfy  not  your/elves  in  fruit Jefs  complaints  to  men.  Many 
.do  foy  but  it  is  never  the  nearer.  I  grant  it  is  lawful  in  ipiritual 
diftreffes  to  coniplain  to  men,  yea,  and  it  is  a  great  mercy  if  we 
ba?e  any  near  us  in  times  of  trouble,  that  are  judicious,  ten- 
der aod  faithful,  into  who(e  bpibms  we  may  pour  out  our  trou- 
bles ;  but  to  reft  in  this,  ftiprt  of  Chrift,  is  no  better  than  a 
iaare  of  the  devil  to  dcftroy  us.  Is  there  not  a  God  to  go  to  ta 
trbable  ?  The  beft  of  men,  in  the  ncgleft  of  Chrift,  are  but 
phjrCcians  of  no  value.  Be  wife  and  wary  in  your  choice  of 
Chriftian  friends,  to  whom  you  open  your  complaints ;  feme 
are  not  dear  themfelves  in  the  doArine  of  Chrift,  and  faith,  o- 
diers  are  of  a  dark  and  troubled  fpirit,  as  you  are,  and  will  but 
eoea&gle  you  more.  *'  As  for  me  ((aith  Job)  is  my  complaint  to 
**  man,  and  if  it  were  fo,  why  fliould  not  my  fpirit  be  troubled  ?•' 
Job  Kxi.  4.  One  hour  betwixt  Chrift  and  thy  foul  in  fecret, 
^ill  do  more,  to  thy  true  relief,  than  all  other  counfeUors,  and 
Comforters  in  the  world  can  do. 

Second  counfeU 
Beware  ofafalfe  peace,  which  is  more  dangerous  than  your  trotl' 
ile  for  Jin  can  be.    Many  men  are  afraid  of  their  troubles,  b^t 
I  think  they  have  i^ore  caofe  to  fear  their  pcacjS^  a  gr^at  deal. 
Vol.  If.  Na 
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Inhere  Is  a  twofold  peace  that  ruias  moft  men,  peace  lu  fin,  and 
peace  with  fia  :  O  how  glad  are  ibme  perfoQS  when  their  tioih 
bles  are  goop;  but  I  dare  noc  rejoice  with  them.  It  is  like  him 
that  rejoices  his  ague  is  gone,  thoiigh  it  h^th  left  him  ia  a  deep 
confumptioQ.  You  are  got  rid  of  your  troubles,  but  God  knows 
how  you  have  left  them  ;  your  wounds  are  (kiDued  over,  better 
they  were  kept  open.  Surely  they  have  much  to  anfwer  for, 
that  help  on  tbefe  detufions,  healing  the  hurt  of  fouls  flightly, 
by  crying,  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace.  The  fdfc 
peace  you  beget  in  them,  will  be  a  real  trouble  to  yonrfelvesifl 
the  iiTue,  Jcr*  vi.  14, 

Third  counfel. 

Let  all  that  are  under  inward  troubles  for  fin^  take  heedtf 
drawing  defperate  conclvfions  againfi  themfelveSy  and  the  jiml 
ftate  of  their  own  fouls.    Though  your  cafe  be  fad,  it  is  not  def- 
perate ;  though  the  night  be  troubleibme  and  tedious,  keep  o& 
in  the  way  to  Chrift,  and  light  will  fpring  up.     To  moorn  for 
fin  is  your  duty  ;  to  conclude  there  is  no  hope  for  you  iu  Chrift, 
IS  yotlr  fin.     You  have  wronged  God  enough  already,  do  not . 
add  a, farther  and  greater  abuTe  to  all  the  reft,  by  an  abfolute  de* 
fpair  of  mercy.     It  was  your  fin,  formerly,  to  prefume  beyoni 
any^promife^  It  is  your  fin,  now,  to  defpair  againft  many  cm' 
m&nds,    I  would  fay  as  the  apodle  in  another  cafe,  I  would  oot 
have  you  mourn  as  men  that  have  no  hope  :  your  condition  i& 
fad  as  it  is,  but  yet  it  is  much  better  than  once  it  was.    Yod 
were  once  full  of  fin,  and  void  of  fenfe ;  now  you  have  the  fenfji 
of  fin,  which  is  no  fmall  mercy.     You  were  once  quite  oat  of 
the  way  and  method  of  mercy,  now  you  are  in  that  very  path  1 
wherein  mercy  meets  the  eleft  of  God.    Keep  hope,  ih«c- 1 
fore,  at  the  bottom  of  all  your  troubles.  | 

Fourth  counfeL  "  ' 

Obferve  nxfhether  your  troubles  for  fin^  produce  fuch  fruits  ad\ 
effects  in  your  fouls,  as  theirs  do,  which  end,  at  lajt^  in  Chrift  a^i 
ever  lafiing  peace. 

Firji,  One  that  is  truly  burdened  with  fin,  will  not  alio* 
himfelf  to  live  in  the  fecret  praftice  of  fin  :  cither  your  trouble 
will  put  an  end  to  your  coutfe  of  finning,  or  your  finniog  ^i" 
put  an  end  to  your  troubles.     Confnit  2  Cor.  vii.  11. 

Secondly,  True  forrow  for  fin  will  give  you  very  low,  and  til^ 
thoughts  of  yourfelves;  a$<you  were  covered  with  pride  before, 
*jC>  you  will  be  covered  with  /bame,  after  God  hath  convinced, 
and  humbled  you,  Rom.  vi.  21. 

JThirdly,  A  foul  really  burdened  with  fio^  will  oever  ftandia 
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bis  own  mi^Ifiattion  before  God,  nor  exteaoate  and  mkice  it  in 
his  confe/fions  to  him,  Pfal.  li.  3,  4. 

foMr/^fy,  The  burdens  of  fin  will  make  a  man  fet  light  by  all 
other  burdens  of  affliction,  Lam.  ill.  22.  Micah  vit.  9.  The 
more  you  feel  fin,  the  lefs  you  feel  affliftion. 

Fifthly,  A  foul  truly  burdened  for  fin,  will  take  no  hearty 
joy  or  comfort  in  any  outward  enjoyment  of  this  world,  till 
Chrlfl  come  and  feek' peace  to  the  foul,  Lam.  ili,  28.  Juft  lb 
the  foul  fits  alone,  apd  keepeth  filence ;  merry  company  is  a 
burden,  and  mufic  is  but  howling  to  him* 
Fifth  counfel. 

Beware  cf  thofe  things  that  make  your  troubles  longer  than 
they  ought  to  he^  There  be  feveral  errors  and  miAakes  that  hold 
poor  fouls  much  longer  in  their  fears  and  terrors,  than  eUe  they 
might  be :  andTuch  are, 

Firjl,  Ignorance  of  the  nature  of  faving  faith,  and  the  nc- 
ccffity  of  it.  Till  you  come  to  believe,  you  cannot  have  peace ; 
aod  while  you  mifiake  the  nature,  or  apprehend  not  the  necefli*' 
ty  of  faith,  you  are  not  like  to  find  that  path  of  peace. 

Secondly^  Labouring  to  heal  the  wounds  that  the  law  hath 
made  upon  your  confciences,  by  a  more  ftrift  obedience  to  it  for 
the  future,  in  the  negleft  of  Chrift  and  his  righteoufnefs. 

Thirdly^  In  obfervance  of  what  Gpd  hath  already  done  foij 
you,  in  thefc  preparatory  works  of  the  law,  in  order  to  your 
falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift.  O  j  if  you  would  but  compare  what 
you  now  are,  with  what  you  lately  were^  it  would  give  (bmc 
relief.  But  the  laft  and  principal  thing  is  this  : 
Sixfh  counfel, 

Hajien  to-Chrift  in  the  way  of  faith,  and  you  fhall  find  reft  : 
and,  till  then,  alt  the  world  cannot  give  you  reft.  The  fooner 
you  tranfaft  with  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  faith,  the  fooner  you  (hall 
be  at  peace,  and  enter  into  his  reft  ;  for  thofe  that  believe,  do 
pow  enter  into  reft.  You  may  labour  and  ftVivc,  look  this  way 
and  that,  but  all  in  vain  ;  Chrift  and  peace  come  together.  No 
fooaer  do  you  come  to  him,  and  roll  your  burden  oh  him,  re- 
ceive him  as  be  offers  bimfelf,  but  the  foul  feels  itfelf  eafed  00 
a  fudden  ;  "  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,** 
Rom.  V.  I.  And  thus  in  finilhing  the  firft,  we  are  brought 
home  to  the  fecond  obfervatipn, 

boft.  2.  That  ftn-burthened  fouls  arefolemnly  invited  to  come 
ts  Chrift. 

This  point  founds  fweetly  in  the  ear  of  a  diftrefted  finner ;  it 
is  the  moft  joyful  voice  that  ever  the  foul  heard  :  the  voice  of 
'     N  n  2 
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btefliag  from  mount  Gerizim,  the  raviOik^  fbice  fboi  moat(( 
$100,  *'  Ye  are  come  to  Jefos  the  Abator."  In  opeoiog  of  % 
I  will  (hew, 

J.  What  it  is  to  come  to  Chrift. 

a.  How  ChriA  invites  men  to  come  to  hhn. 

3.  Why  hi$  invitation  is  direAtd  to  hardened  fool?, 

Firft,  We  will  enquire  what  it  is  to  come  to  Chrifl:»  aod  h0V 
toany  things  are  included  in  it 

In  general,  to  come  to  Chrift,  is  a  phraie  eqaipolkn^  or  of 
the  fame  amount  with  believing  in  Cfarift.  It  is  an  espreffioil 
that  carries  the  nature  and  oeceffity  of  faijtb  in  i(,  and  is  recipro- 
cated w*ith  believing*  John  vi.  35.  "  He  that  cometh  to  me, 
^*  ftiall  never  hunger ;  and  he  that  believeth  in  me,  (hall  oarer 
^  thirft.'^  Coming  to  Chrifl,  is  beltevmg  in  Chrift ;  and  be^ 
lieving  m  Chrift,  is  coming  to  Chrift :  they  are  fynonynuCs^  and 
import  the  (elf  fame  thing.  Only  In  this  notion  of  feith,  there 
txt  many  rich  and  excellent  things  hinted  to  us,  which  no  otiK^ 
word  can  (o  aptly  convey  to  our  minds.    As, 

Firfi,  It  htnt$  this  to  us.  That  the  fouls  of  (;onvinced  and 
burdened  ffnners  do  not  only  difcern  the  reaFoy  of  Chnft,  or 
that  he  is,  but  aMb  the  neceifity  of  applying  Ciirift,  and  that 
their  eternal  life  is  in  their  union  with  him  :  for  this  is  mod 
certain,  that  the  objeft  of  faith  muft  be  deterrnmate  and  fixed; 
the  (bul  muft  believe  that  Chrift  is,  or  eUe  there  can  be  no  emo« 
tions  of  the  (bul  after  him :  all  coming  (n-efuppofeS'  a  fixed  term 
to  which  we  come.  Heb.  xi.  6.  "  He  that  cometh  to  God,  nnitt 
'*  believe  that  God  is.**  Take  away  this,  and  att  motions  ^ter 
Chrift  prefently  ftop*  No  wonder,  then«  that  (bnls,  in  their  firfi 
motions  to  Chrift,  find  themielves  dogged  with  fb  many  athei* 
ftical  temptations,,  (baking  their  afTent  to  the  truth  of  thegofpel 
^t  the  very  root  and  foundation  of  it ;  but  they  that  come  te 
Chrift,  do  fee  that  A?  i>,  and  that  their  life  and  happine($  lie  in 
tibeir  union  with  him ;  el(e  they  would  never  come  to  him  upoa 
ftich  terms  as  they  do. 

SecQndfyf  Coming  to  Chrift  implies  the  (outs  defpair  of  fitva* 
tion  any  other  way.  The  way  of  faith  is.  a  fiipernatural  way, 
;ind  fouls  will  not  attempt  it,  until  they  have  tried  all  natnnd 
ways  to  help,  and  fave  thcnxfelres,  and  find  it  all  in  vaib :  there- 
fore the  text  de(cribes  the(e  c(m€rs  to  Oiri/l  as  weary  perfons,  ttiat 
have  been  labouring  and  ft  riving  id  alt  other  ways  for  reft,  bot 
can  find  none ;  and  fo  are  forced  torelinquifti  all  their  fond  es- 
peAations  of  falvation  in  ^y  other  way,  and  come  to  Chrift  a9 
their  laft  and  Only  remedy. 

Thirdly,  Cqming  to  Chrift  QOte$  a  fypernatural  «&d  almighcy 
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ptmr,  aftiflf  Ae  tM  qatie  aboire  its  own  Batimtf  aMifles  ui 
this  nocioa.  John  vi.  44.  «<  No- man  caa  ccMiie  omo  one,  except 
**  tt)  Farther  whkb  baih  knt  me  draw  hkn/'  It  Is  a&poAtbte- 
for  the  ponderDOs  moumaiQs  to  fisfrt  from  tbdr  bafes'aarfcemres'^ 
ftOHOt  tfems^ves  atoft  meo  the  air/aad  there  flf  like  waoderiBg 
atons  hitber  and  tbrther ;  a9  It  is  for  any  man,  of  hnBrfelf,  ».  r. 
bf  a  psre  natorat  power  of  hi»  own,  to  cofl»e  to  Chrift.  It  was 
sola  ihrafiger  thing  for  Peter  to  come  to  Chrift,  watkmg  «pos 
tk  wares'^  Ae  fea,  thaft  for  his,  or  any  mail's  foul,  to-  cone  to* 
Chtift  ia  the  wanr  of  faith. 

^  /%2^/;^,  Coming  to  Chfift,  ttofes  tbe  tolnataviners  of  the  four 
in  its  motion  to  CbriA.  It  h  true,  there  is  no  confng  wkboor 
llMiFMher^  drawifrg ;  bat  that  drawing  hath  Bothiogof  eoafti- 
M ia it;  it  dofh  nor  deftroy,  bnt  powerfnHy,  oiwi  wkb  an  ever- 
cmmg  Aveetnefs,  perfoade  the  wiU.  It  is  not  forced  or  drWefl» 
ktit  conns  i  b«Mg  made «'  willing  in  the  day  of  God's  povwer/" 
KLcx.  3.  Aft  a  poor  dlArefltid  Jmeer,  in  that  feafon,  Are  yott 
ti^liag  to  come  to  ChriA  f  O  rather  than  live  I  Trfe  is  not  fit 
U&SvTf  as  Chrift  is !  O  f  with  all  my  heart,  ten  thonfand  worlds 
far  Jefus  Chrifty  if  he  conld  be  parchafed,  were  nothing  anfwer- 
»Wc  to  his  value  in  awneeycs !  The  fbul's  motibn  to  Cbrift  i# 
fee  and  volontaf  y,  it  is  emnmg. 

;  Fiftbfy,  It  implies  this  in  it,  That  no  Airies,  or  ardi»aBccs, 
»(^fch  arc  but  the  ways  or  means  by  wfcith  we  cortic  to  Chrfft'JP,^ 
ve,  or  oogbt  to  be,  central,  and  terminative  to  the  foal :  r.  e, 
Ae  iovtof  a  believer  is  not  to  fit  down,  an^  reft  in  tthenv,  bu« 
tocotae,  by  them,  or  through  tbem,  to  Jefus  Ghrift,  and  cake 
Hp  bis  reft  in  him  only.  No  duties,  no  reformarioas,  no  erdl'- 
aaoees  of  GoA,  how  excellent  feever  theie  thin^  are  in  them- 
fcl»«s,  and  how  neceflary  foever  they  are  in  their  proptfr  piace, 
and  aft,  can  give  reft  to  the  weary  and  heavy  tad'en  feul":  it, 
teaot  centre  in  any  of  them,  and  you  may  fee  it  eannc^r,  be- 
pA  it  IHll  gravitates,  and  mclines  to  another  thing,  cveor 
Chrift,  and  cannot  terminate  inits  motion  tifl  it  be  come  to  Wm', 
thrift  is  the  term  to  which  a  believer  move?,  and  therefore  he 
canaot  fit  ddwn  by  the  way;  or  be  as  well  fatisfied  as  if  he 
^^c  at  his  journey's  end.  Ordinances  and  duties  have  thp  na- 
^e  and  u(e  cf  means  to  bring  us  to  Clhrift,  but  not  to  be  to 
any  nian  inOead  of  Chrift. 

Sixthly^  ♦  Coming  ^Chrift,  implies  an  hope  or  cxpefl^^on 
from  Chrift  in  the  coming  ^1.    If  he  hath  no  hope,  why  doth 

•  Come  unto  me,  1.  4.  with  the  graces  of  ftiith,  religious  hoje^^ 
toiddire.*  Brugenjrr  on  tht  p^ava. 
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it  move  forward  ?  As  good  flt  ftill»  and  refolve  to  perifti  where 
It  is»  as  to  come  to  Chrift,  if  there  is  no  grottnd  to  expeftial^t 
vatioQ  by  hioL  Hope  is  the  fpring  of  motioa  and  iaduftry }  if 
joa  cut  off  hope,  you  hinder  faith :  it  cannot  move  to  Chrifi, 
except  it  be  fatisfied,  ,at  lead:,  of  the  poffibility  of  mercy  aod 
ialvation  by  him.  Hence  It  is,  that  when  comers  to  Chrtft  are 
ftniggling  with  the  doubts  an<(  fears  of  the  iflTue,  the  Lordii 
pleated  to  enliven  their  faint  hopes,  by  fetting  home  fuch  faip- 
tares  as  thefe,  John  vi.  37.  <*  He  that  cometh  to  me,  I  wiU  ia 
'*  no  wife  caft  oat.*'  And  Heb.  vii.  25.  "  He  is  able  toiaveto 
*'  the  uttermoft,  aU  that  come  onto  God  by  him.'*  This  pQts 
life  into  hope,  and  hope  puts  life  into  indaftry  and  motion. 

Severahfy^  Coming  to  Chrift  for  reft,  implies,  that  believers 
have,  and  lawfully  may  have  an  eye  to  their  own  happktefs,  i& 
cl6fing  with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  The  poor  Ibal  comes  for 
reft ;  it  comes  for  falvation ;  its  eye  and  aim  are  upon  it ;  and 
this  aim  of  the  foul,  at  its  own  good,  is  legitimated,  and  allow* 
cd  by  that  expreffion  of  Chrift,  John  v.  40.  **  Ye  will  aot 
'*  come  unto  me,  that  ye  may  have  life."  If  Chrift  blame  tbesv 
for  not  coming  to  him,  that  they  might  have  life,  fare  he  would 
aot  blame  them,  had  they  come  to  him  for  life, 

Eighffy,  but  Lq/iiyf  and  whiqh  is  the  principal  thing  in  this 
expreflion ;  Coming  to  Chrift,  notes  the  all-fufficicncy  of  Chrifl, 
to  anfwer  all  the  needs  and  wants  of  diftrefled  ibuls,  and  their 
betaking  themfelves,  accordingly,  to  him  only,  for  relief,  be- 
ing content  to  come  tp  Chrift  for  whatever  they  need,  and  liw 
upon  that  fulncfs  that  is  in  him.  If  there  were  not  an  all-faf* 
fidency  in  Chrift,  no  foul  would  come  to  him ;  for  this  is  the 
very  ground  upon  which  men  come.  Heb.  vii.  25.  *'  He  « 
•*  able  to  Cive  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  to  God  by  him-" 
£1$  r«  mfr^Afs,  to  the  Uttermoft :  In  the  greateft  plunges,  &j' 
Acuities,  and  dangers.  He  hath  a  fulnefs  of  faviog  power  ifl 
him,  and  this  encourages  fouls  to  come  unto  him.  One  beggar 
ufes  not  to  wait  at  the  door  of  another,  but  all  at  the  doors  of 
them  they  cpnceive  ^ble  to  relieve  them.  And  as  ({iIs  .notes  the 
fulnefs  of  Chrift  as  our  Saviour,  ib  it  muft  needs  note  the  emp* 
tinefs  and  humility  of  the  foul  as  a  comer  to  him.  This  is  cal* 
led  fubmifnon,  in  Rom.  x.  3,  Proud  nature  muft  be  deepij 
diftrefled,  humbled,  and  moulded  into  another  temper,  before 
it  will  be  perfuaded  to  live  upon  thofcT' terms,  to  come  to  Chrift 
for  every  thing  it  wants,  to  live  upon  Chrift's  fulnefs  in  |te 
way  of  grace  and  favour,  and  have  no  ftock  of  its  own  to  li^c 
upon.    O!  this  is  hard,  but  it  is  the  way  of  faith. 

Secondly,  In  the  next  place,Jet  ns  fee  how  Chrift  invitcsmM 


Serm.  is;.  The  Method  of  Grace.  279 

jto  come  to  him,  and  you  (halt  ftod  the  meaos  employed  ia  this 
^vork,  are  either  internal,  and  principal,  namely,  the  Spirit  of 
God,  who  is  Chrifl's  vicegerent*  and  comes  to  us  in  his  name 
and  room,  to  perfaade.  tis  to  believe,  John  xv.  26. ;  or  extern 
ml,  oaniely,  the  preaching  of  the  goTpel  by  commifllonated  am- 
baflkdors,  M^ho,  in  Chrift*s  ftead,  befeech  men  to  be  reconciled  to 
Cod,  i.  t,  to  come  to  Chrift  by  faith,  in  order  to  their  reconci* 
IlatioQ  and  peace  with  God.  But  all  means  and  infiruments, 
employed  in  this  work  of  bringing  men  to  Chrift,  entirely  de* . 
pead  upon  the  blefllng  and  concurrence  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
without  whom  they  figntfy  nothing.  How  long  may  minifters 
preach  before  one  foul  comes  to  Chrift,  except  the  Spirit  co- 
operate in  th^c  Work  I  Now  as  to  the  manner  in  which  men  are 
perfaaded,  and  their  wills  wrought  upon  to  come  to  ChrKl,  I 
will  briefly  note  feveral  afts  of  the  Spirit,  in  order  thereunto. 

Firfi,  There  is  an  illuftrating  work  of  the  Spirit,  upon  the 
minds  of  fmners,  opening  their  eyes,  to  fee  their  danger  and 
mifery ;  till  this  be  difcovered,  no  man  Airs  from  his  place :  It 
IS  fenfe  of  danger  that  rouzes  the  fecure  finner,  that  didrefles 
him,  and  makes  htm  look  about  for  deliverance,  crying,  IVhat 
Jhall  Ido  to  be  faved?  And  it  vi  the  difcovery  of  Chrift's  abili- 
ty to  fave,  which  is  the  cjround  and  reafon,  (as  was  obferved 
above),  of  its  motion  to  Chrift,  Hence,  feeing  the  Son,  is  join- 
ed with  believing,  or  coming  to  him,  in  John  vi.  40. 

Secondly,  There  is  the  authoritative  call,  or  commanding  voice 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  word ;  a  voice  that  is  full  of  awful  majcfty 
and  power,  i  John  iii.  23.  **  This  is  his  commandment,  that 
"  we  fhoold  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."* 
This  call  of  the  Spirit  to  come  to  Chrift*,  removes  one  great  ob- 
ftrufticn,  nameFy,  the  fear  of  prefumption  out  of  the  foul's  way 
to  Chrift,  and,  inftead  of  prefumption  in  coming,  makes  it  re- 
bellion, and  inexcufable  obftinacy,  to  refufc  10  come.  This  an- 
fwers  all  pleas  againft  coming  to  Chrift,  from  our  unwortbiQefs 
atid  deep  guilt,  and  mightily  encourages  the  foul  to  come  to 
Chrift,  whatever  It  hath  been,  or  done. 

Thirdly,  There  are  Ibul-cncouraging,  conditional promifes,  to 
^11  that  do  come  to  Chrift  in  obedience  to  ihe  command.  SucH 
is  that  in  my  text,  ftvill  give  you  reft :  And  that  in  John  vi.  37. 
**  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  nowife  caft  out."  And 
thefe  breathe  life  and  encouragement  into  poor  fouls,  that  fear, 
and  are  daunted  through  their  own  unwoilhinefsi 

Fourthly,  There  are  dreadful  threatnings,  denounced  by  the 
Spirit  in  the  word,  againft  all  that  refufe  or  negleft  to  ^ome  to 
Chrift^  which  are  cf  great  ufe  to  engage  apd  quicken  fouls  iii 
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their  w>j  ID  Chri0.  Mark  xvl.  1 6.  "  He  that  belinres  not» Ihalt 
^*  be  damoed.  Die  in  his  fins."  John.  viii.  14.  ••  The  wrath  of 
'*  God  /halt  remain  on  him/'  John  iii.  tdt.  Which  is  as  if  tbe 
I^ord  had  fakl,  Sianers,  do  cot  dall]r  wixh  Cfarifl,  do  not  beat* 
vajs  treatiiig^  and  never  concUidiag»  or  reiblviag  :  for  if  there 
be  jnftice  io  heaven,  or  fire  is  hell,  ev^ry  ibul  that  comes  aot  to 
Chrlil,  mud,  and  (hall  periih  to  all  eternity.  Vpoo  your  ova 
beads  let  the  blood  and  deltrtif^ioa  of  ;our  owa  fouls  be  for 
ever^  if  you  will  not  come  unto  hicsa 

Frftbly^  There  are  moving  examples  (et  before  ibuls  In  the 
word,  to  prevail  with  them  to  come,  alluring  and  eocouragiog 
examples  of  fnch  as  have  come  to  Chrlft,  under  the  deepefigolk 
^d  difcouragement,  and  yet  found  mercy,  i  Tim.  L  15, 16^ 
'*  This  is  aTaithful  raying*  and  worthy  of  all  aoceptation,  that 
*'  Jefus  Chrlfl  came  into  the  world  to  fave  ilanersy  of  whom  I 
V  am  chief :  howbeit«  (or  nevertbelefs)  for  this  caufe  I  have 
^*  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  iirA  Jefus  Chrift  might  ihew  forth 
*'  all  long-fuf!ering,  for  a  pattern  to  them  which  (hould  here* 
**  after  believe  in  him  to  life  everlafling."  Whp  would  aot 
come  to  Cto-id  after  fuch  an  example  as  tbif  ?  And  if  this  will 
not  prevail,  there  axe  dreadful  examples  recorded  la  the  word^ 
fetting  before  us  the  milerahle  condition  of  all  fuch  isrefufetbc 
calls  rf  the, word  to  come  to  Cbrift.  1  Pet.  iii.  19,  20.  "By 
"  which  alfo  he  Wenlt  and  preached  to  the  ipirits  which  are 
"  iu  prifon,  which  fomefime  were  difohedieat,  when  once  the 
**  long-fuiFering  of  God  wailed  in  the.  days  of  Noah."  The 
itieaniQg  is,  the  fioners  that  lived  before  the  Hood,  but  now  are 
io  hell,  clapt  up  in  that  priibn^  had  the  offers  of  grace  made  theai> 
but  defpifed  them,  and  now  lie  for  their  diCbbedienog  in  priibo, 
ajndcr  the  wrath  of  Cod  for  it,  in  the  loweft  helk 

Sixthly^  and  kftfy^  There  is  an  effeftual  perfuading^  over* 
coming,  and  viflorious  work  of  tb^  Spirit  upon  the  hearts  aod 
wills  of  finccrs,  under  which  they  come  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Of 
this  I  have  fpoken  at  large^  before,  in  the  fourth  fermatif  and 
therefore  ftiall  not  add  any  thing  more  here.  This  is  the  way 
jsind  manner  in  which  fouls  are  prevailed  with  tQ  come  to  Jefas 
ChrKK 

Thirdly,  In  the  laft  place,  if  you  enquire  why  Chrift  makes 
bis  invitations  to  weary^and  heavy  laden  fouls^  and  to  no  otberi 
the  anfwer  is  briijfly  this  : 

Fir  fly  Becaufe  in  (o  doing,  he  follows  the  commiffion  which 
ht  received  froiti  his  Father ;  for  fo  you  will  find  it  runs,  in  Ifa. 
W.  I.  "  The  Spiritof  the  t-prd  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord 
**  ^iath*a5oioted  me  topregfihgood  tidings  tg  the  meek,  he  hath 
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'<  ient  me  to  bind  tip  the  brokea^hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
'*  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are 
•*  boaod/'  Yoa  fee  heie  how  Chrift's  commilfion  direfis  him : 
bis  Father  (ent  him  to  poor  broken-hearted  finners,  and  he  will 
Keep  cloie  to  his  commifTioo.  *'  He  came  not  to  call  the  righ* 
*'  teous,  bat  (inners,  (i.  e,  fenfible  burdened  Tinners)  to  repeat 
**  tance."  Matth  ix.  13.  **I  am  not  fcnt,  (faith  he)>  but  unco 
*'  the  loft  Aicep  of  the  hoafe  of  Ifrael."  Thus  his  inftruftions 
and  commifTions  from  the  Father,  limit  him  only  to  fenfible  and 
burdened  (bills,  and  he  will  be  faithful  to  his  commiffion. 

Secondly t  The  very  order  of  the  Spirit's  work  in  bringing  men 
to  Chrift,  (hews  us  to  whom  the  invitation  and  offers  of  grace  la 
Chriik  arc  to  be  made.  For  none  are  convinced  of  righteoufnefs^ 
i,  e.  of  complete  and  perfeA  rjghteoofnefs,  which  is  in  Chrift 
for  their  juftification,  until  firft  they  be  Gonviinced  of  (in  ;  and» 
confequently,  no  man  will,  or  can  come  to  Chrift  by  faith,  till 
cenvidions  of  (in  have  awakened  and  diftrefTed  them,  John  xvi« 
8,  9.  This  being,  the  due  order  of  the  Spirit's  operation,  the 
fame  order  muft  be  obferved  in  gofpeUoffers  and  invitations.     . 

Thirdly,  It  behoves,  that  Chrift  (hould  provide  for  his  own 
glory,  as  well  as  for  our  fafety ;  and  not  expofe  one,  to  (ecure 
the  other ;  but  fave  us  in  that  way  which  will  bring  him  mo(l 
honour  and  praife.  And  certainly  fuch  a  way  is  this^  by  fir(t 
convincing,  humbling,  and  burdening  the  (buls  of  men,  and  thea 
bringing  them  home  to  reft  in  himfelf.  '  *• 

Alas !  let  thofc  that  never  faw,  or  felt  the  evil  of  fin,  be  told 
of  refk,  peace,  and  pardon  in  Chrift,  they  will  but  dcfpife  it,  as 
a  thing  of  no  value.  Luke  v.  3 1 ,  **  The  whole  need  not  a  phy^ 
*'  fician,  but  thofe  that  are  ficK."  Bid  a  man  that  thinks  him* 
felf  found  and  whole,  go  to  the  phyfician,  and  he  will  but  laugh. 
at  the  motion ;  if  you  offer  him  the  richeft  qompodtlon,  he  will 
xefufe  it,  flight  it,  and,  it  may  be^  fpill  it  upon  the  ground  :.  Ay, 
but  if  the  fame  man  did  once  feel  an  acute  difeafe,  and  v/ere 
made  to  (weat  and  groan  under  ftrong  pains,  if  ever  he  come  to 
know  what  fick  days,  and.reftle(s  nights  are,  and  to  apprehend 
his  life  to  be  in  imminent  hazard ;  then  me(rengers  are  fent,  one 
after  another,  in  pofi-hafte  to  the  phyfician ;  then  he  begs  him, 
with  tears,  to  do  what  in  him  lies  for  hisrelieC:  he  thankfully 
takes  the  bittereft  potions,  and  praifes  th.e  care  and  (kill  of  his 
phyfician,  with  tears  of  joy.  And  (b  the  patient's  fafety  and  the 
phyfician's  honour  are  both  fecured.  So  is^it  in  this  Method  of 
.grace.  The  nfes  follow, 
,    Infer,  i.  If  fin-burdened  fouls  are  lokmuly  Invited  xq  come 
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to  ChrilV,  Thet^  it  follows^  that  whatever  guilt  lies  upon  iht  con- 
fience  of  apopr  humbltnljinner,  it  is  no  ^re/umption,  but  his  dur 
ty^  to  come  to  Chrift^  nwtwithftanding  his  own  apprehended  vile^ 
nffi,  and  great  unworthinefs. 

Let  It  be  carefully  obfcrved,  how  happily  that  tooiircrftl  par- 
tklc  all,  is  inferred  in  Chrift's  invitation,  for  the  encouragemeat 
bf  finncrs :  •*  Come  onto  me,  [all]  ye  that  labour :"  y.  rf.  Let 
to  broken-hearted  finner  exclude  himfdf,  when  as  he  is  aotby 
inc  excluded  from  mercy :  my  grace  is  my  own,  I  may  bcftow 
it  where  I  will,  and  upon  whom  I  wii).  It  is  not  I,  but  Satatt, 
that  impales  and  inclofes  my  mercy  from  humbled  iouls  that  are 
made  willing  to  come  unto  me  :  he  calls  that  your  prefamptioD, 
which  my  invitation  makes  your  duty. 

OHjeB.  I.  But  I'doubt  my  cafe  is  excepted  by  Chrift  himfilf, 
in  Matth.  xii.  31.  where  blafphemy  agai^ft  the  Holy  Ghoftis 
exempted  from  pardon  ;  and  I  have  had  many  horrid  blafpbe- 
mous  thoughts  injcfted  into  my  foul. 

Sol  An  thou  a  burdened,  and  heavy  laden  fonl  ?  If  fo,  tkf 
cafe  is  not  in  that,  or  any  other  fcripture  exempted  from  mcr^ 
ty  ;  for  the  unpardonable  fm  is  always  found  in  an  impenitent 
heart :  as  that  fin  finds  Ho  pardoh  with  God,  fo  neither  is  ttfoh 
lowed  with  contrition  and  lorrow  in  the  foul  that  commits  it. 

Olje^.  2.  But  if  I  am  not  guilty  of  that  fin,  I  am  certainly 
guilty  of  many  great  and  heinous  abommatlons  of  another  kifld,  ^ 
too  great  for  me  to  expert  mercy  for;  and  therefore  1  dare  not 
go  to  Chrift. 

Sol.  The  greater  your  fins  have  been,  the  more  need  you  haw 
to  go  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Let  not  a  motive  to  Chrilt  be  made  aa 
ohftacle  in  your  way  to  him.  Great  finners  are  cxprefly  called, 
Ifa.  i.  18.  great  finners  have  come  to  Chrift,  and  found  mercj, 
I  Cor.  vi.  7.  and,  to  conclude,  it  is  an  high,  reproach,  and  di(h(v 
Bour  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  mercy  of  Ged,  which  flows  b 
freely  through  him,  to  objeft  the  greatnefs  of  fin  to  either  of 
them.  Certainly  you  have  t>ot  finned  beyond  the  extent  of  met* 
eyy  or  beyond  the  efficacy  of  the  hlood  ofChrifi :  but  pardon  and 
peace  may  be  had,  if  you  will  thus  come  to  Chrift  for  it. 

ObjeR,  3,  Oh  !  but  it  is  now  too  late ;  \  have  had  many  tboo- 
fend  calls  by  the  gofpel,  and  refufed  them  ;  many  purpofes  la 
my  heart  to  go  to  Chrift,  and  quenched  them  :  my  time,  rficre- 
'fore,  is  paft,  and  now  it  is  to  no  purpofe. 

Soh  If  the  time  of  graosibc  pafl,  and  God  intends  m>  mercy 
for  thee,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  thy  foul  is  now  fBled  %jth  troifc- 
%ic  and  difti:pfs  for  fki  ?  Is  this  the  frame  of  aaian's  heart  that  is 
paft  hope  {  i>o  fuch  figns  as  tbefe  appear  in  men  that  are  h^. 
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kb  ?  JScfificy  tHe  time  of  gmce  i$  a  fecret  hid  jn  the  breaff  of 
God;  burcomiDg  to  Chrift  is 'a  duty  plainly  revealed  in  the 
,  Uxt :  And  why  will  yoa  objeA  a  thing  that  is  fecret  and  uncer- 
tain, ^4inil  a  daty  that  is  (o  plain  and  evident  ?  Nor  do  yoi^ 
yourfelycs  believe  what  you  objeft ;  for  at  the  fame  time  tha< 
you  fay  your  (eaipns  are  over,  it  is  too  late  ;  you  are,  notwithn 
flandiog,  found  repenting,  mourning,  praying,  and  ftriviog  to 
come  to  Chrift.  Certainly,  if  you  knew  it  were  too  late,  yo^ 
would  not  be  found  labouring  in  the  ufe  of  me^s.  Go  on« 
therefore^  and  the  Lord  be  with  you.  It  is  not  prefup^ption,  b\x% 
obedience,  to  come  when  Chrift  calls,  as  here  he  doth ;  *'  Coma 
^*  OQio  m^,  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden."    - 

Jrffn  2.  Hence  it  follows,  7'bat  none  have  caufe  to  be  troubled^ 
viten  God  makes  thefiuls  of  their  f^r'unds  or  relations  fick  with  the 
I^tif  fin.  It  was  the  faying  (as  I  remember)  of  Hierom  to 
Sabinian,  Nothing  (faid  he)  makes  my^heart  fadder,  than  thaf 
oothiog  can  make  my  heart  fad.  It  is  matter  of  joy,  to  aU 
that  rigbdy  underfland  the  matter,  when  God  fmites  the  heart 
^  any  iQan  with  the  painful  lenie  of  fin ;  of  fuch  fickneis 
it  may  be  faid,  ''  This  ficknefs  is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the 
"^Iciy  of  God."  Yet  how  do  many  carnal  relations  lament 
and  bewail  this,,  as  a  mifery,  as  an  undoing  to  their  friends  and 
aquatntance ;  as  if  then  they  muft  be  reckoned  loft,  and  nevejj- 
tiO  then,  that  Chrift  is  finding  and  faving  them.  O  !  if  your 
hearts  were  fpirltual^  and  wife,  their  groans  for  /in  would  be  as 
mafic  in  your  ears.  When  they  go  alone  to  bewail  their  fin,  you 
would  go  alone,  alfo,  to  blefs  God  for  fuch  ^  mercy ;  that  ever 
you  Ihould  live  to  fuch  a  happy  day:  You  would  fay.  Now  is 
my  friend  in  the  blefled  pangs  of  the  new  birth ;  now  is  he  Jp 
tl^  very  way  of  mercy:  never  in  fo  hopeful  a  condition,,  as 
now.  I  had  rather  he  (bould  groan  now.  at  the  feet  of  Chrift, 
than  groan  hereafter,  under  the  wrath  of  God,  for  ever.  6  I 
pareats,  beware,  as  you  love  the  fouls  of  your  cbiMren,  that 
you  do  not  damp  and  difcourage  them,  tempt  or  threaten  them, 
divert  or  hinder  them,  iu  fuch  cafes  as  this ;  left  yon  bring  the 
hjooi  of  their y&w/i  upon  your  own  heads. 

bfer.  3,  It  alfo  follows,  from  hence,  7hat  thofe  to  vshomfin 
TOflj  mver  any  burthen^  are  not  yet  come  to  Chrifl^  nor  have  any 
imterefi  in  him.  We  may  as  well  fuppofe  a  child  to  be  bora 
without  any  pangs,  as  a  foul  to  be  born  again,  and  united  to 
Chrifl,  withodt  my  fcnfe  or  forrow  for  fin*  I  know  many 
have  gx^t  frights  ^f  confcience,  that  never  were  made  duly  fen* 
ible  of  the  evil  of  fin ;  many  arc  afraid  oibumingt  th*t  never 

Oo  a 


i^4  .  ^  Method  of  Grace.  Serm.  IX. 

Were  ^fraM  of  Jtnning.    Slight  and  tranfient  troubles  fame  have 
had,  but  they  vanished  like  aa  early  cloud,  or  moroing  dew. 
Few  men  are  without  checks  and  throbs  of  confcieoce,  at  one 
time  or  other ;  but,  inftead  of  going  to  the  clofct,  they  run  to 
the  alehoufe  or  tavern^  for  a  cure.     If  their  (orrow  for  fm  had 
been  right,  nothing  but  the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Chrift 
could  have  appeafed  their  confciences,  Heb.  x,  22.    How  cold 
ihould  the  conflderation  of  this  thing  ftrike  to  the  hearts  of  fiich 
perfons !  Methinks,  reader,  if  this  be  thy  cafe^  it  (hauld  kd 
tiiee  away  with  an  akiog  heart;  thou  haft  not  yettaftedihe 
bittcrnefs  of  fin,  and  if  thou  do  not,  then  (halt  thou  never  taft« 
the  fweetnefs  of  Chrift,  his  pardons,  and  peace. 
\    Infer,  4.  How  great  a  mercy  is  it  for  ftn-burthened  fiuli  t^ 
te  within  the  found  and  callofChrifl  in  the  gofpeU  - 
\    There  be  many  thoufands  in  the  Pagan  and  Popifti  parts  of 
the  world,  that  labour  under  diftrefles  of  confcience,  as  well  as 
we,  but  have  no  fuch  reliefs,  or  means  of  peace  and  comfort, 
»s  we  have,  that  live  within  the  joyful  found  of  the  gofpel.  If 
the  confcience  of  a  Papift  be  burdened  with  guilt,  all  the  relief 
)ie  hath,  is,  to  iSCid  his  body,  to  quiet  his  foul;  a  penance, 
or  piJgriroage,  is  all  the  relief  they  have :  If  a  Pagan  be  ia 
trouble  for  fin,*  be  hath  no  knowledge  of  Chrift,  nor  notion  of 
a  fatisfaAion  made  by  him ;  the  voice  of  nature  is,  Shall  1  give 
my  firfi  horn  for  xsi^  tranfgreffion^  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  th$ 
iin  of  my  ibul  ?  The  damned  endure  the  terrible  blows  and 
wounds  of  confcience,  for  fin ;  they  roar  under  that  terrible 
la(h,  but  no  voice  of  peace,  or  pardon  is  heard  among  thew. 
It  is  not,  *'  Come  unto  me,  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy 
**  laden  ;'*  but  •'  depart  from  me,  ye  curfed," 

BleflTed  are  your  ears,  for  you  hear  the  voice  of  peace;  yoo 
are  come  to  Jefus  the  Mediator,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling. 
O  you  can  never  fet  a  due  value  upon  this  privilege.. 

Infer.  5.  Honu  pmeet,  and  unfpeakably  relieving^  is  the  clofag 
^ahurthened  foul  with  Jefus  Chrift,  by  faith!  It  is  re^titk 
weary  foul, 

SouUtroubles  are  fp'cndlng,  wafting  troubles ;  the  pains  pf  a 
diftrefled  confcience  are  the  moft  acute  pains.  A  poor  fool 
would  fain  be  at  reft,  but  knows  not  where ;  he  tries  this  duty, 
and  that,  but  finds  none :  At  laft,  in  a  way  of  believing,  Iw 
cafts  himfelf,  with  his  burthen  of  guilt  and  fear,  upon  Chrifti 
and  there  is  ehe  reft  his  foul  defired,  Chrift  and  reft  come  to- 
gether ;  till  faith  bring  you  to  the  bofom  ci  Jefus,  yoo  caa 
find  no  true  reft  i  The  foul  is  rolling  and  tolling,  fick  and  wcij 
ryi  upon  the  billows  of  it$  own  guilt  m^  km,    Now  tire  few 
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is  come,  like  a  ftiip  tofled  with  ftorms  and  tempeff s/ oiit  6f'a 
raging  ecc^o,  into  the  quiet  harbour !  or  like  a  loft  Jheep  that 
hath  beeo  wandering  in  wearinefs,  hunger,  and  danger,  into 
the  fold.  Is  a  foft  bed,  in  a  quiet  chamber,  fweet,  to  one  that 
is  fpeot,  and  tired  with  travel  ?  Is  the  fight  of  a  (here  fweet  to 
the  Jhipwrecked  mariner,  that  looks  for  nothing  but  death? 
Mucfa  more  fweet  is  Chrift  to  a  foul  that  comes  to  him  preflbd 
ID  cooicience,  and  broken  in  fpirit,  under  the  linking  weight 
of  fin. 

How  did  the  Italians  rejoice,  after  a  long  and  dangerous  voy* 
age,  CO  fee  Italy  again !  crying,  with  loud  and  united  vpice9, 
.  which  made  the  very  heavens  ring  again,  *  Italy !  Italy  1  But 
fio(hore  is  fo  fweet,  to  the  weather-beaten  paffenger,  as  Chrift 
13  to  a  broken-hearted  (inner  :  This  brings  the  foul  to  a  fweet 
repofe.  Hcb.  iv.  3.  "  We  which  have  believed,  do  enter  intp 
"  reft."  And  this  endears  the  way  of  faith  to  their  fouls,  ever 
after. 

Infer.  6.  Learn  hence,  the  u/efulne/s  cf  the  lav)  to  bring  Jbuls 
to  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is  utterly  uielefs,  as  a  covenant  io  juftify  us  j 
•but  exceeding  ufeful)  to  convince  and  humble  us :  It  cannot  re- 
lieve, nor  eafe  us ;  but  it  can,  and  doth  awaken,  and  rouze,  us. 
•It  is  a  fair  glais,  to  (hew  us  the  face  of  fin,  and,  till  we  have 
feen  that,  we  cannot  fee  the  face  of  Jefus  Ghri(l« 

The  law,  Viktxht  fiery.ferpent^  fmitcs,  ftings,  and  torments 
the  confcience;  this  drives  us  to  the  Lord  Jdus,  lifted  up  in 
the  gofpel,  like  xht  brazen  ferpent  in  the  wildernefs,  to  heal  us. 
The  ufe  of  the  law,  is,  to  make  us  feel  oxxtjicknefs  \  this  makes 
us  lo(5k  out  for  a  Phyjician :  **  I  was  gilive  once,  without  the 
"law,  (faith  Paul)  but  when  the  commandment  came,  fin  rc- 
'**  vived,  and  I  died,"  Rom.  vii.  9.  The  hard,  vain,  proud 
liearts,  of  men,  require  fuch  an  hammer,  to  break  them  to 
pieces.-  .  • 

Infeir.  7.  It  is  the  immediate  duty  of  weary  and  heavy-laden 
'fimers  to  coke  to  Chrift,  by  faith,  and  notftand  off  from  Chrift  ^ 
or  delay  to  accept  him,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever, 

Chrift  invites,  and  commands  fuch  to  come  unto  him ;  it  is 
therefore  your  fin  to  negleft,  draw  back,  or  defer,  whatever 
fceming  reafons,  and  pretences,  there  maybe  to  the  contrary. 
When  the  Goakr  was  brought  (where  I  fuppofe  thee  now  to  be) 
to  a  pinching  diflrefs,  that  made  him  cry,  **  Sirs,  what  muft  I 
•*  do  to  be  faved  ?*'  the  very  next  counfel  the  apoftles  gave  him^ 
^as,  <'  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  Ibalt  be 

'    ♦  Jtaliam,  italfam,  htp  clampre  fahtant  *    Virg. 


•'  fiiired,"  AAj  XVI.  30,  3 1.  And,  for  youf  eacoiiag^mept, 
kaoWy  btf  thtt  calletb  you  co  come,  kiK>w3  your  burUieii,  wbs( 
jroor  fms  have  been,  and  troubles  are,  ^et  he  cdlU  you :  ^ 
your  fio  biader  oot  Chrift  from  caUifig.  neither  Aould  \i  binder 
i^ou  from  ernning^  He  that  calls  yoa,  is  able  to  ea(e  you,  "  tQ 
*<  fiive,  to  the  uttennoft,  all  that  come  to  God  by  him/*  Hcb, 
vii.  25.  Whatever  fuluefs  of  fm  be  in  you,  there  h  9  gregtor 
Miieft  of  iavfQg  power  iu  Chrift.  Moreover,  he  th»(  cilk  yoq 
to  come,  never  yet  rejefted  any  poor  burthened  (bul  that  am 
to  hkn;  and  hath.fald  he  never  will.  John  vi.  37,  **  He  that 
«*  Cometh  onto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out."  Feur  not,  there? 
fere,  be  will  not  begin  with  thee,  or  make  thee  the  firil  inAaao^ 
and  example  of  the  feared  reje£lioa. 

And,  Lafifyj  Bethink  tfayfelf,  what  wilt  thou  do»  and  whlthir 
wilt  thou  go,  in  this  cafe,  if  not  to  Jefns  Chrift  I  Nothing  (h^iO 
4Bafe,  or  relieve  thee,  till  tfaon  doft  come  (0  him*  Thou  ^t  ua- 
der  an  happy  neceftity  to  go  to  iiim  :  with  htm,  only,  is  foooj 
reft  for  the  weary  foul.  Which  brings  us  to  the  third  and  lift 
«3Mervation. 
Doftr  3.  That  then  is  refi  in  Ckrifi,for  all  that  erne  untQ  bhih 

under  the  heavy  burthen  of  Jin*  ^ 

'  kefl^  is  a  fwieet  word,  to  a  weary  foul ;  all  feek  it,  but  non^, 
but  believers,  find  it.  We  tvhieh  have  helievedp  (fatth  the  3- 
;poftle)  *  dU  enter  into  reft,  Heb.  iv.  3.  *'  He  doth  not  fay,  they 
^*  0a&,  but  they  do,  enter  into  reft  :  noting  their  fpiritual  rc(t 
*f  to  ht  already  begun,  by  faith,  on  earth,  in  the  tranquility  of 
*'  coofden^e,  and  (hall  be  coofummated  in  heaven,  in  the  fqll 
'*  eiljoyment  of  God/'  There  is  a  fweet  calm. opoo  the  troo> 
bled  foul  after  believing,  an  ea(c,  or  reft  of  the  mind»  wbkh  is 
nn  unfpeakable  mercy  to  ^  weary  poor  fouL  Chrift  is  to  it,  is 
the  Ailc  was  to  the  Dove,  when  Aie  Wandered  over  the  watery 
world,  and  found  no  place  to  reft  the  foal  of  her  foot«  Faith 
eeaters  the  unquiet  fpirit  of  man  In  Chrift,  brings  it  10  repo/e 
fifelfi  and  its  burthen,  on  him.  It  is  the  foul's  dropping  ^nekr 
in  a  ftorm,  which  ftays  and  ietttes  it. 

The  great  debate,  which  coft  fe  many  anxioiiis  ihoughts,  is 
fiow  iffiied  into  this  refcdution ;  I  will  venture  my  all  npon 
Chrift,  let  him  do  with  me  as  feemeth  him  good.  It  was  impoT- 
fiUe  for  the  foul  to  find  reft,  whilft  it  knew  not»  where  to  b^f^ 
Itfelf,  or  how  to  be  iecnred  from  the  wr^th  to  come ;  but  when 

*  Nom  dicit  earnhH^cfuif^  ingrfffifymuu  fid  uai^xPfiAt,  '^^^^ 
f^ur^  Jigmfitans,  inltia  ^ietis  fidelcs  nunc  habere  :  PUnafn  quiff^ 
temfu9  tern  fere  cfinfeeutur9^*    ^areuiioloc,  » 
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ill  is  embarked,  ifi  Clirift,  for  eternity,  imd  the  foiil  fully  fefol* 

ted  to  Jean  apon  him»  and  to  troft  to  hitti,  now  it  feeU  the  vcrjt 

imtials  of  eternal  reft  id  itfelif :  It  finds  ao  heavy  barthefi  anloid* 

ed  from  its  (boulders ;  it  is  cdme,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  world  | 

the  cafe  is  ftraogely  altered.    The^word  reft^  in  this  plate,  notes 

t,  (tod  18  fo  rendered  by  foitte)  a  recreati&n:  it  is  reftored^ 

tteoewed,  and  reaeated,  as  it  were,  by  that  fweet  repoTe  it  hatir 

0^  Chri(f.    Believers,  know,  that  faith  is.  the  fweeteft  re« 

creation  you  can  take.     Others  feek  to  divert  and  lofe  their 

^  troobles,  by  finful  recreations^    vaia  cxHopany^  and  the*  like  % 

but  they  little  know  what  the  recreation,  and  fweet  reftoriog 

reft,  that  faith  gives  the  (oul,  is.    Yon  find,  in  ChrUI,  what 

ftey  feek,  in  vain,  among  the  creatures.   Believing  is  the  higheft 

tecreatiott  known  in  this  world.    But  to  prevent  mtftakes,  three 

CauHmsntcA  to  bepremiied,  left  we  do,  in  ipfi  iimine  impingerei 

Anmble  at  the  threihold,  and  6}  lofe  oar  way  all  along  afterward. 

Cauthn  i. 

Tim  are  not  tf>  cmceive^  that  all  the  fiuts  fears,  trtmhles,  and 

firr&ws,  are  prefently  over,  and  at  an  end,  as/oon  as  it  is  crnne  t^ 

Chri/l,  hy  faith,    t  They  will  have  many  troubles  in  the  world, 

after  that,  it  may  be,  more  than  ever  they  had  in  their  lives  i 

"  Our  fle(b  (faith  Paul)  had  no  reft,'*  2  Cor.  vii.  5.  They  will  be 

iofefttd  with  many  temptations,  after  that ;  that,  it  may  be,  the 

^ulrs  oflatan  may  be  more  violent,  upon  their  fouls,  than  ever. 

Hwribiiia  de  Deo,  terribiHa  defide :  inje^ioos  that  make  the  very 

bones  to  quake,  and  the  belly  to  tremble  ;  They  will  not  be 

freed  from  fin :  that  reft  remains  for  the  people  of  God ;  nor 

from  inward  trouble,  and  grief  of  foul,  about  fm;  Thefe  things 

art  not  to  be  cxpefted  prefently. 

Caution  2, 
We  may  net  think  aH  believers  do  immediately  enter  into  thefuB, 
^^uai/enfeofrefi  and  comfort,  hut  they  prefently  enter  into  the 
fiateof  reft.  »•  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,** 
Rom.  V.  1 .  f .  e.  we  enter  into  the  ftate  of  peace  immediately. 
"  Peace  is  fown  fbr-the  righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright 
"  in  heart,"  Pfal.  cxvii.  1 1,  And  he  is  a  rich  man,  that  hath  a 
tboufand  acres  of  Corn  in  the  ground,  as  well  as  he  that  hath  fb 
orach  in  his  barn,  or  the  money  in  his  purfe.  They  have  reft 
stQd  peace  in  the  (eed  of  it,  when  they  have  it  not  in  the  fruit ; 

1 1  will  give  you  recreation  from  wearincfs,  trotibies,  and  burdens. 
Vatah.gt  Erafm^  ~. 

X  Luther,  upon  bis  converfi<>n,  was  fo  baffeted  by  Satta,  thaic 
Mtker  haati  biood,  fe&(aiioii»  ox  fpeech  xemanied*^ 
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they  have  reft  iti  the  promife,  when  they  have  it  not  in  pdTef- 
lion  :  and  he  is  a  rich  man  that  hath  good  hoods,  and  bills,  foe 
a  great  fum  of  money,  if  he  have  not  twelvepencc  in  his  pocket. 
Ail  believers  have  the  promife,  have  reft,  and  peace,  granted 
them,  under  God's  own  hand,  in  many  promifes,  which  feith 
brings  them  undert  and  we  know  that  the  truth  and  faithfuloeif 
of  God  (lands  engaged  to  make  good  every  line,  and  word,  of 
the  promife,  to  them.  So  that  though  they  have  npt  a  full,  aod 
clear  adual  fenfe  and  feeling  of  reft,  they  are,  neveFthelefs,  by 
faith,  come  into  the  ftate  of  reft. 

Caution^, 

We  may  not  coneeive,  that  faith  itfeJfxs  thefouPs  reji^  hut  thi 
means  and  inftrument  of  it  only.  We  cannot  find  reft  in  any 
work,  or  duty' of  our  own,  but  we  may  find  it  in  Chrift,  wliom 
faith  apprehends  for  juftification  and  falvation. 
*  Having  thus  regarded  the  point  againft  mifapprehenfions,  bj 
thefe  needful  cautions,  I  (ball  /lext  fliew  you,  how  our  comiog 
to  Chrift,  by  faith,  brings  us  to  reft  in  him.  And  here  let  it  be 
confidered,  what  thofe  things  are,  that  burden,  grieve  and  dif* 
quiet  the  foul,  before  its  coming  to  Chrift;  and  how  it  is  re- 
lieved and  eafed  in  all  thofe  refpe^s,  by  its  coming  to  the  Lord 
Jefus :  And  you  (ball  find, 

Firft^  That  one  principal  ground  of  trouble,  istheguihdE 
fin  upon  the  confcieuce,  of  which  I  fpake  m  the  former  point 
The  curfe  of  the  law  lies  heavy  upon  thdfoul,  fo  heavy,  that 
nothing  is  found,  in  all  the  world,  able  to  relieve  it,  undor  that 
•burden ;  as  you  fee  in  a  condemned  man,  fpread  a  table  in  pn- 
fon,  with  the  greatefl dainties,  and  fend  for  the  rareft  muficianSi 
all  will  not  charm  his  forrow  :  but  if  you  can  produce  an  au- 
thentic pardon,  youeale  him  prefently.  juft  foit  is  here ;  faith 
plucks  the  thorn  out  of  the  confcience,  wl\ich  fo  grieved  it,  u- 
nites  the  foul  with  Chrift,'  and  then  that  ground  of  trouble  is 
removed  :  for  '*  there  is  pio  condemnation  to  them  that  are  ia 
••  Chrift  Jefus,*'  Rom.  viii.  i.  The  fame  moment  the  fool 
comes  to  Chrift,  it  is  paffed  from  death  to  life,  is  no  more  un- 
der the  law,  but  grace.  If  a  man's  debt  be  paid  by  this  furet<jf, 
the  need  not  fear  to  (hew  his  face  boldly  abr^d;  -he  ma;  freely 
meet  the  ferjeapt  at  the  prifon-door. 

Secondly,  The  foul  of  a  convinced  finncr  is  exceedingly  buf 
dened  with  the  uncleannefs  and  lilthinefs,  wherwith  fin  hath 
defiled  and  polluted  it.  Conviction  difcovers  the  univerfal  pol- 
lution of  heart  and  life,  fo  that  a  manloaths  and  abhors  himfelf* 
by  r^afon  thereof :  if  he  do  not  look  into  his  own  corroptioos, 
he  cannot  be  fa&;  and  if  he  dO|  be  cannot  Uac  the  fight.. of 
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^em ;  be  bath  no  quiet ;  oothing  can  give  reft,  but  wtet  gives 
relief  agaio/l  this  evil :  Aod  this,  ooly,  is  done  by  faith,  unitiog 
the  fool  with  Jefus  Chrift.  For  though  it  be  true,  that  the 
polIotioD  of  (10  be  not  prefently,  aod  peifeAly  taken  away,  by. 
comiog  to  Chrift ;  yet  the  burden  thereof  is  exceedingly  eafed  : 
for,  u|X)Q  our  believing,  there  is  an  beart-puriiyiDg  priuciple: 
plaoted  in  the  foul,  which  duth^  by  degrees,  deaafe  that  fouo* 
tain  of  corruption,  and  will,  at  laft,  perfectly  free  the  foul  from 
it.  Ms  XV*  9.  '<  Purifying  their  hearts  by  faith  *,''  aad  being 
oDCe  in  Chrift,  he  is  concerned  for  the  foul,  as  a  meniber,  now,' 
of  his  own  myAical  body,  to  purify  and  cleanfe  it,  that,  at  la(V/ 
hemayprefeut  it  perfeA  to  the  Father,  without  ijpotor  wrinkle^, 
or  any  fuch  things  £ph.  v.  26.  The  reigning  power  of  it  is 
gooe,  immediately,  upon  believing,  and  the  very  exigence  and 
beiog  of  it  (hall  at  laft  be  deftroyed.  O !  what  reft  muft  this 
give,  under  thofe  troubles  for  fin  ?  . 

Thirdly ^  It  was  an  intolerable  burden  to  the  (bul,  to  be  under 
the  continual  fears,  alarms,  and  frights  of  death,  and  damnati** . 
OQ ;  iu  life  hath  been  a  life  of  bomlage,  upon  this  account,  c« 
ver  fioce  the  Lord  opened  his  eyes  to  lice  his  condition.  Poor 
fpols  lie  down  with  tremblings,  for  fear  what  a  night  may  bring 
forth.  It  is  a  iad  life,  mdeed,  to  live  in  contini^al  bondage  to 
fttch fears;  but  faith  fweetly  relieves  the  trembling  confcience, 
^  removing  the  guilt  which  breeds  its  fears.  The  fting  of 
4eath  is  fin.  When  guilt  is  removed,  fears  vaniih.  **  Smite, 
V  Lord,  fmite,  faid  Luther,  for  my  fins  are  forgiven  •."  ^  Now, 
if  ficknefs  come,  it  is  another  thing  than  it  was  wont  to  be. 
ifa.  xxxiii.  24.  **  The  inhabitant  (hall  not  fay,  I  am  fick,  the 
"  people  that  dwell  therein  (hall  be  forgiven  their  iniquities.'* 
A  man  fcarce  feels  his  ficknefs,  in  comparifon  to  what  he  did, 
whil/1  he  was  without  Chrift  and  t^ope  of  pardon. 

Fourthly^  A  convinced  finner,  out  of  Chiift,  ices  every  thing 
sgaioft  him ;  nothing  yields  any  comfort,  yea,  every  thing  in- 
treafes  and  aggravates  his  burden,  when  he  looks  to  things  pad, 
prefent,  or  to  come.  If  he  refleQs  upon  things  paft,  his  foul  is 
filled  with  aiiguiih,  to  remember  the  fins  committed,  and  the 
ieafons  negleifted,  mud  the  precious  inercies  that  have  been  a- 
bttfed ;  if  he  looks  upon  things  prefent,  the  cafe  is  doleful  and 
i&iierable;  nothing  but  trouble  iind  danger,  Chriftleis  and  com^ 
fortlefs ;  and  if  he  looks  forward,  to  things  to  come,  that  gives 
him  a  deeper  cat,  to  the  heart,  than  any  thing  elfe ;  for  thougb 

X  Ffri^  Dfimittff,  ffri,  nam  a  peccatis  meh  ahfplutut  fum*  Lutlu 
VouiL  Pp 
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it  be  fad  and  miferable,  for  the  prefcnt,  yet  be  fears  it  will  be 
mnch  worfe  hereafter ;  all  thefe  are  but  the  beginning  of  for- 
rows.  And  thus  the  poor,  awakened  fmner,  becomes  a  Magor 
Mijfabih ;  fear  round  about. 

,  But,  upon  his  coming  to  Chrifl:,  all  things  are  ooarvellooflj 
altered  ;  a  quite  contrary  face  of  things  appear  to  him ;  every 
thing  gives  him  hope  and  comfort,  which  way  foever  he,  Icyoks. 
So  ijpeaks  the  apoftlc,  i  Cor.  iii.  aa,  23.  **  Ail  things  are  yours, 
"  (Ikith  he)  whether  life  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or  things 
**  to  come ;  all  is  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrift's,  and  Chrif  t  is  God's  :*' 
They  are  ours,  i.  e,  for  our  advantage,  benefit,  and  comfort; 
More  particularly  upon  our  coming  to  Chrift, 

Firfi^  Things  paft  are  ours,  they  conduce  to  our  advantage 
and  comfort.  Now  the  foul  can  begin  to  read  the  gracious  end 
and  defign  of  God,  in  all  its  preservations  and  deliverances; 
whereby  it  hath  been  refcrved  for  fuch  a  day  as  this.  O !  it 
melts  his  heart  to  confider,  his  companion^  in  fm  and  vamty  are 
cut  off,  and  be  fpared  ;  and  that  for  a  day  of  fuch  mercy,  as 
~  the  day  of  his  efpoufals  with  Chrift,  is.  Now  all  his  paft  for- 
rows,  and  deep  troubles  of  fpiilt,  which  God  hath  exercifed  him 
with,  begin  to  appear  the  greateft  mercies  that  ever  he  received ; 
being  all  neceflary  and  introdu^tive  to  this  blefled  union  with 
ChrifV. 

Secondly i  Things  prefent- are  ours,  though  it  be  not  yet  with 
.  Qs  as  we  would  have  it ;  Chrift  is  not  iiire  enough,  the  heart  is 
not  pure  enough ;  fin  is  too  ftrong,  and  grace  is  too  weak  ;  ma- 
ny things  are  yet  out  of  order ;  yet  can  the  foul  Wefs  God,  for 
this,  with  tears  of  joy  and  pratie,  being  foil  of  admiration  and 
holy  afioni(bment,  that  it  is  as  it  is ;  and  that  he  is  where  he  is. 
though  he  be  not  yet  where  he  would  be.  O  I  it  is  a  blefled 
life  to  live  as  a  poor  recumbent,  by  aO^s  of  tru  ft  and  affiance, 
though,  as  yet,  it  have  but  little  evidence ;  that  it  is  refdvcd  to 
triift  all  with  Chrift,  though  it  be  not  yet  certain  of  the  ifliie, 
O  this  is  a  comfortable  ftation,  a  fweet  condition,  to  what  it  was, 
cither  when  it  ^:'allowed  in  fin,  in  the  days  before  convidlion,  or 
was  fwallowed  up  in  fears  and  troubles  for  fin,  after  con viftion : 
now  it  hath  hope,  though  it  want  aflurance  ;  and  hope  is  fweet, 
tOTiibul  coming  out  of  fuch  deep  diftreffe.  Now  it  fees  the 
remedy,  and  is  applying  it;  wher48as,  before,  the  wound  {ctwr 
ed  defperate.  Now  all  hefitations,  and  debates,  are  at  an  ewf 
in  tie  foul ;  it  is  no  longer  unrefolved  what  to  do?  all  things 
have  been  deeply  cQufidered,  and,  after  c6nfideration,  ifTocd 
into  this  refblve,  or  decree  of  the  WiU.  I  will  go  to  Chrift  \  I 
will  venture  all^  upon  bis  command  and  call ;  I  will  embark  107 
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etefDai  iiiterefls  ift  that  bottom ;  here  I  fix,  and.  here  l  refolve 
tp  live  and  die*  0 1  how  much  better,  is  this,  than  that  float- 
iQg  life  it  lived  before,  rolling  upoa  the  billows  of  inward  fears, 
aud  ifoabics,  not  able  to  drop  anchor  any  where,  nor  knowing 
where  to  find  an  harbour  \ 

Thirdly,  Things  to  came  are  ours ;  and  this  is  the  beft,  and 
fweeteftofall:  Man  is  a  profpeding  creature,  his  eye  is  much 
upoa  things  to  come,  and  it  wiU  not  fatisfy  him,  that  it  is  well 
at  prefent,  except  he  have  a  profpeft  that  it  (hall  be  fo  hereaf- 
ter. But  now  the  foul  hath  committed  itfelf,  and  all  its  con* 
ceroments,  to  ChriA,  for  eternity,  and  this  being  done,  it  is 
greatly  relieved  igainft  evils  to  comjC. 

1  cannot  (faith  the  believer)  think  all  my  troubles  over,  and 
that  I  (hall  never  meet  any  more  afflldtions  ;  it  were  a  fond  va- 
nity to  dream  of  that ;  bur  I  leave  all  thefc  things  where  I  have 
Mt  my  foul :  he  that  hath  fupported  me  under  inward,  will 
carry  me  through  outward  troubles,  alfo^  I  cannot  think  all 
my  temptations f  Jp  fin,  part  ;  O !  I  may  yet  meet  with  (ore  af-' 
faults  from  Satan,  yet  it  is  infinitely  better  to  be  watching, 
praying,  an<l  Ariving  againft  fin,  than  it  was  when  I  was  obey* 
kg  it  in  the  luAs  of  it.  God,  that  hath  delivered  me  from  the 
love  of  fin,  will,  I  truft,  preiervc  me  from  ruin  by  fin.  I  know, 
alfo,  death  is  to  come  ;  1  muA  feel  the  pangs  and  agonies  of  it : 
but  yet  the  afpeft  of  death  is  miich  more  pleafant  than  it  was* 
1  come.  Lord  Jefiis,  to  thee,  who  art  the^death  of  death,  who(c 
<leath  hath  difiirmed  death  of  its  fl;ing ;  for  I  fear  not  its  dart,^ 
if  I  feel  not  its  fting.  And  thus  you  lee,  briefly,  how  by  fiaitb, 
believers  enter  into  reft  ;  bow  Chrift  gives  reft,  even  at  prefent, 
to  them  that  6ome  to  him,  and  all  this  but  as  a  beginning  of 
Iheir  everlafling  reft. 

Infer,  i.  Is  there  reft  in  Chrift  for  weary  fouls  that  come  un^ 
to  him  ?  Then,  certainly,  it  is  a  dejign  of  Satan  againft  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  men* s  fouls,  to  difcourage  them  from  coming 
to  Chrift  i^  ^je  'way  of  faith. 

He  is  a  re(llefs  fpirit  him(elf,  ^nd  would  make  us  (b  too ;  it 
is  an  excellent  nptc  of  f  Minutius  Felix,  "  Thofe  defperate  and 
*'  reftlefs  fpirits  (faith  he)  have  no  other  pleafure,  but  in  bring* 
"  ing  us  to  the  iame  mifery  themfelves  are  in:"  He  goeth  a- 
boatas,a  roaring  iipn»  ieekiogwhom  be  may  devour.  It  frets 
and  grates  his  proud  and  envious  mind,  to  fee  others  find  i:eft, 

P  p  a 

t  Ad  fdamen  ealamitatis  fuae,  ^^u  deftnunt  psrdlti  perderjm 
WottU  Felix.. 
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when  he  can  find  none ;  an  effeftaal  plaifier,  applied  to  heal 
our  wound,  when  his  own  muft  bleed  to  eteraity :  And  he  ob- 
tains his  end  fully,  if  be  can  but  keep  off  foals  from  Chrift. 
Look,  therefore,  upon  all  thofe  objeflions,  and  difcoarage- 
ments,  raifcd  in  yonr  hearts  againft  coming  to  Chrift,  as  (b  maoy 
artiSces,  and  cunning  devices  of  the  devU,  to  deilroy  aad  ruin 
your  fouls.  'Tis  true,  they  have^a  very  fpecions  and  colour- 
able appearance ;  they  are  gilded  over  with  pretences  <tf  the  Jof 
tice  of  God,  the  heinous  nature  of  fin,  the  want  of  due  and  be- 
fitting qualifications  for  fo  holy  and  pure  a  God,  the  lap/ingof 
the  feaion  of  mercy,  and  an  hundred  others,  of  like  nature: 
but,  I  befeech  you,  lay  down  this  as  a  fure  conclufion,  and 
hold  it  faft ;  that  whatever  it  be  that  difcourages  and  hinders 
you  from  coming  to  ChriA,  is  direAly  ag^inA  the  iaterefi  of 
your  fouls,  and  the  hand  of  the  devil  is  certainly  in  ir. 

Infer.  2.  Hence,  alfo,  it  follows,  that  unbeHef  is  the  tm 
teajon  of  aU  thai  dif^uUtnefii  and  tr&ubk,  hy  which  the  mink 
rf poor  Jinnert  e^refo  racked  and  tortured,  • 
.  If  you  will  not  believe,  you  cannot  be  ^(labliihed ;  till  yoa 
come  to  Chrid,  peace  cannot  come  to  you :  Chrift  and  peac^ 
are  updivided.  Good  fouls,  confider  this ;  you  have  tried  aU 
othier  ways,  you  have  tried  duties,  and  no  reft  conaes ;  yoQ 
have  tried  reformation,  reftitution,  and  a  ftri^ter  courie  of  life; 
yet  your  wounds  are  ftill  open,  and  frefh  bleeding^:  theie  things, 
I  grant,  are,  in  their  plac^,  both  good,  and  oeceflary ;  but, 
of  themfelves,  with6ut  Chrift,  utterly  infufficient  to  give  what 
you  expe A  from  them :  why  will  you  -not  try  the  way  of  faith  I 
Why  will  you  not  carry  your  burthen  to  Chrift  ?  O !  tbat  you 
wodd  be  perfuaded  to  it,  how  foon  would  you  find,  what  h 
long  you  have  been  ieckiog  in  vain !  How  long  will  yoo  thus 
oppofe  your  own  good  ?  How  long  will  ybu  keep  yourfelves  up- 
on the  rack  of  confclence  \  Is  it  eafy  to  gd  under  the  throbs  and 
wounds  of  an  accufing  and  condemning  copfdence ;  Yon  know 
it  is  not :  you  look  for  peace,  but  no  good  comes ;  for  a  time 
of  healing,  and  behold  trou|>Ie,  Alas!  itmuft,  andwUlbeib, 
ftiU,  until  yon  are  in  the  way  of  faith,  which  is  the  true  and 
only  method  to  obtain  reft. 

Infer.  3.  What  caufe  have  we  aU  to  admire  the  goodnefs  (f 
^  Codf  in  providing  for  us  a  Chrift ^  in  whom  we  may  Jind  reft  ta 
our  fouls  / 

How  hath  the  Lord  filled  and  fumifhed  Jefus  Chrift  with  all 
that  is  fuitable  to  a  believer's  wants  I  Doth  the  guilt  <^  iln  ter- 
rify his  confclence  ?  Lo,  in  him  is  perfeA  righteoufiiers,  tore* 
iDQvc  that  guilty  (a  tbi^t  U  fhall  ceitb^r  bfi  impat^d  to  Usf^ 
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£iii  nor  reflfifted  by  his  coalcieace,  in  the  wsty  «f  coodemiia* 
tiofl,  as  it  Wis  before.  In  him,  alio,  is  a  fountain  opeDed,  for 
wafiuogand  for  deaofing  the  filth  of  (id  from  our  fouls ;  in  biin 
is  the  fidoefs  both  of  merir,  and  of  fpirit^  two  fweet  fprings  efc 
peace  to  die  fouis  of  men :  well  might  the  apoftle  fay,  **  Ghrift^ 
"  thewififomof  God,"  i  Cor.  i.  30.  and  well  might  the  Church 
%,  "  He  is  altogether  lovely,"  Cant.  v.  16.  Had  not  God 
ffo?ided  Jefus  Chrift  for  us,  wc  had  never  known  one  hour's 
reft  to  all  eternity. 

Infer.  4.  How  tmreafifiaikf  and  loholfy  inexcufable^  in  belU^ 
y^rs,  is  the  ^n  if  hack/Uding  from  Chrift  !  Have  you  found  reft 
iQ  him/ when  you  could  not  find  it  in  any  other !  Did  he  re- 
cei?e,  and  eafe  your  ibuls,  when  all  other  perfons  and  things 
^^f^ficiahsof  no  value?  AndwiHyou,  after  this,  backflidc 
from  him  again?  O  what  madnefs  is  this!  **  Will  a  oaiD 
"  leave  the  fnow  of  Lebanon,  which  cometh  from  the  rock  of 
"  the  field  ?  Or  ftiall  the  cbld,^  flowing  waters,  that  come  frolli 
'*  another  place,  be  forfcken  ?"  No  man,  that  is  in  his  wits, 
woold  leave  the  pure,  cold,  refrefhing  ftream,  of  a  cryftal  foun- 
tain, to  go  to  a  filthy  puddle,  lake,  or,  an  empty  clflem ;  fuch 
the  beft  enjoyments  of  this  world  are,  m  comparifon  with  JeiQ$ 
Chrift. 

.  That  was  a  melting  expoftulation  of  Chrift*s  with  the  difciples, 
John  vi.  67,  68.  when  fome  had  forfaken  him,  '*  will  ye,  alfo, 
.**  go  away  ?"  And  it  was  a  very  fiiitable  return,  they  made.  Lord; 
vrhither  away  from  thee  (hould  we  go !  ^.  d.  From  thee.  Lord  1 
*^o,  no ;  where  can  we  mend  ourfelves  ?  be  fure  of  it,  when 
CTtr  you  go  from  Chrift,  ye  go  from  reft  to  trouble.  Had  Ju- 
das reft  i  Had  Spira  reft  ?  and  do  you  think  you  ftiall  have  reft  I 
No^  no,  "  The  backflidec  in  heart  ftiall  be  filled  with  his, 
"  own  ways,"  Prov,  xiv.  14,  ♦*  Curfed  be  the  man  that  depart* 
**  eth  from  him,  he  fiiall  be  as  the  heath  in  the  defart,  that 
*'  fteth  not  when  good  cometh,  and  fiiall  inhabit  the  parched 
**  vplaccs  of  the  wil(£rnefs,"  Jer.  xvii.  5.  If  fear  of  fufferings,  and 
worldly  temptations,  ever  draw  you  off  from  Chrift,  you  miy 
tome  to  thofe  ftraits,  and  terrors  of  confdence,  that  will  make 
you  wifti  yourfelves  back  again  with  Chrift  in  a  prilbn,  with 
Chrift  at  a  ftake. 

Infer.  5.  Let  all  that  come  t$  Chrifi^  learn  to  improve  him,  to 
the.  reft  and  peace  rf  their  own/ouls,  inthe  midft  of  ail  the  trouhles, 
and  outward, diftrejis,  they  tneet  with  in  the  world. 

Surely  reft  may  be  found  in  Chrift,  in  any  condition  ;  he  is 
aUe  to  give  you  peace  in  the  midft  of  all  your  troubles  here* 
8o)ie  tells  you  io  Jaba  3^vi,  33,  «  Thcfe  things  have  I  Ipokcn  to 
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'<  yon,  that  io  me  yoo  might  have  peace ;  iQ  the  \«orld  ye  (hall 
••  have  triboJation."  By  peace,  he  means  not  a  deliverance  (rom 
troubles,  by  taking  off  ai!il(5lioQ  from  them,  or  taking  them  a? 
^ay,  by  death,  from  allaiHlAioos ;  bat  it  is  fomething  the;  en- 
joy from  Chrifc,  in  the  very  midft.  of  troubles,  and  amldit  aU 
their  affliAions,  that  quiets,  and  gives  them  reft,  {o  that  troo* 
bles  cannot  hurt  them.  Certainly,  believers,  you  have  peace  iQ 
ChrUty  when  there  is  little  in  your  own  hear|:s ;  and  your  hearts 
might  be  filled  with  peace,  too,  if  you  would  exercife  faith  upcm 
Chrift  for  that  end.  Tis  your  own  fault,  if  you  be  without 
iteftg  io  any  condition,  in  this  world.  Set  your&lves  to  ftady 
the /ubte/s  of  Chrift,  and  to  clear  ^oxxx  inter ejl  in  him ;  believe 
what  the  icriptures  reveal  of  him,  and  live  as  you  believe,  afid 
yoQ  will  quickly  find  the  peace  oiF  God  filling  your  hearts  and 
Huods. 
y  Blejfed  be  God  for  Jefus  Chriji. 

\ 

S    E    R    M    O    N     X. 

Wherein  the  general  Exhortation  is  enforced,  by  one 
Motive  drawn  from  the  firft  Title  of  CaingT. 

MatTH.  ix.  12.  But  when  Jefus  heard  that^  he  faid  un$o  thm, 
They  that  he  whole  need  not  a  phyftcian^  hut  they  thai  arefich 

TT  A  VI NG  opened,  in  the  former  difcourfcs,  the  nature^  aad 
•"•  method,  of  the  application  of  Chrift  to  finners ;  it  remains, 
HOW,  that  I  prefs  it  uponxvery  foul,  as  it  expeds  peaces  aijd 
pardon  from  God,  to  apply  and  put  on  Jc/us  Chrift ;  ft.  e.)  to 
get  union  with  him,  by  faith^  whilft  he  is  yet  held  forth  in  the 
free,  and  gracious  tenders  of  (be  gofpel.  To  which  purpofe,  I 
Asail  now  labour,  in  this  general  t^e  of  exhortatim  in  which  my 
bft  fubjeft  engaged  me ;  wherein  divers  argame&ts  will  be  fwt* 
iber  urged,  both  from 

I*  The  titles,  and  x 

2.  The  privileges,  of  Jefus  Chrifti 

The  titles  of  Chrift  arc  (b  many  motived,  or  arguments,  fitted 
to  perfuade  men  to  come  unto  him.  Amongft  which,  Chrifi,  as 
the  ph)ifician  offoulsy  comes  under  our  firft  confideradon,  in  the 
text  before  us. 

The  o:carion  of  thcfe  words  of  Chrift,  was  the  call  of  Mat- 
thew the  publican,  who  having  firfc  opened  bis  heart,  next.  o< 
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pemd  bis  houfe  t6  Chrift,  and  entertains  him  there.  This 
Grange aod  anexpeAed  change,  wrought  upon  Matthew,»  quicks 
ly  brings  in  all  the  neighbourhood,  and  many  Publicans  and 
ilnoers  re£>rted  thither;  at  which  the  fiomachs  of  the- proud 
Pharifecs  began  lo  fwcll.  From  this  occafion,  they  took  ofience 
at  Chrift,  aod,  in  this  vcrfc,  Chrift  takes  off  the  oftcacc,  by  fuch 
an  anfwer  as  was  fitted,  both  for  their  conviSIioriy  and  his  own 
mdication.  But  when  Jefus  heard  that,  he  faid  unto  them. 
The  whole  have  no  need  of  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick.** 

He  gives  it,  faith  one,  as  a  reaibn  why  he  converfcd  (b  much 
with  Pablicans  and  finners,  and  fo  little  among  the  Pfaarilees^ 
beaafe  there  was  more  work  for  him ;  Chrift  came  to  be  a 
phy/ician  to  /ick  fouls;  Pharifces  were  fo  well,  in  their  o»tn 
conceit,  that  Chrift  faw  they  would  have  little  to  do  with  hitn ; 
and  fo  he  applied  himfelf  to  thofe  Who  were  more  fenfible  of 
their  ficknefs. 

1q  the  words,  we  have  an  account  of  the  tempery  znijiate, 
both  of,  '  * 

J*  The  fecure  and  unconvinced  iinner. 

2.  The  humbled  and  convinced  (Inner.     And, 

3.  Of  the  carriage  of  Chrift,  and  his  different  rcfpcA  to  both. 
Fi^/it  The  fecure  finner  is  here  dcfcribed,  both  with  rcfpcft 

to  hisowa  apprehenfions  of  himielf,  as  one  that  is  whoi^,  znd  al* 
fo  by  his  low  value  and  efteem  for  Chrift,  he  fees  no  need  of  him ;' 
"  The  whole  have  no  need  of  the  phyfician." 

Secondly,  The  convinced  and  humbled  finner,  is  here»  alib^ 
defcribed,  and  that  both  by  his  ftate  and  condition,  he  is  Jick  s 
^d  by  his  valuation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  he  greatly  needs  him:  they 
that  are  fick  need  the  phyfician. 

Thirdly^  We  have  here  Chrift's  carriage,  and  different  refpcft 
^0  both ;  the  former  he  rejeAs,  and  pafTeth  by,  as  thofe  with 
vhom  he  hath  no  concernment ;  th^  latter  be  converfes  with, 
fl  order  to  their  cure. 

The  words,  thus  opened,  are  fruitful  In  obfervations,  I  fliair 
neither  note,  nor  infifl  upon  any,  befide  this  one,  which  fuits.  the 
cope  of  my  difcourfe,  viz. 

Doft.  That  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  only  phyfician  for  fid 
fmls. 

The  world  is  a  great  hofpitaU  foil  of  fick  and  dying  fouls,  all 
vouoded  by  one  and  the  fame  mortal  wea{K>n,  fin.  Some  are 
etifelefs  of  their  mifcry,  feel  not  their  pains,  value  not  a  phy(ici* 
Q;  others  are  full  of  fenfe,  as  well  as  danger ;  mourn  under  the 
pprehenfion  of  their  condition,  anc^fadly  bewail  it.  The  mer- 
>>ful  God  hati^  in  bi»  abund^ilt  comipaifioa  to  the  periftuog' 
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vrorld,  ient  a  phyiiciaa  from  heaven,  and  givm  him  bis  orders, 
QDder  the  great  Teal  of  heaven,  for  his  office;  Ifa.  ki.  i,a. 
which  he  opened, .  and .  read,  in  the  audience  of  the  peopki 
Luke  iv»  i8.  "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  bccaufc  he 
'*  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek,  be 
*'  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted/*  i3c.  He  is 
the  tree  of  life,  whofe  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations : 
he  is  Jehovah  Rophe^  the  Lord  that  healeth  us  ;  and  that  as  h& 
is  Jehovah  TzidkeHu,  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs.  The  brazm 
ferpent  that  healed  the  Israelites  in  the  wildernefs,  was  an  ex- 
cellent type  of  our  great  phyfician  Chrift,  and  is  expreily  applied 
to  him,  John  iii.  14.^  He  rejects  none  that  come,  and  heals  all 
whom  he  undertakes  ;  but,  more  particularly,  I  will, 

Firft^  Point  at  thofe  dileafes  which  Chclft  heals  in  fick  fouls, 
and  by  what  means  he  heals  them. 

Secondly^  The  excellency  of  this  phyfician  above  all  others: 
there  is  none  like  Chrift,  he  is  the  only  phyfician  for  wounded 
fouls. 

Firft^  We  will  enquire  into  the  difeafcs  which  Chrift,  the 
phyfician,  cures ;  and  they  are  reducible  to  two  heads,  viz, 
.  i.  Sin;  and, 

2.  Sorrow. 

Firft,  The  difeafs  (fjin ;  ia  which  three  things  arc  found  ex-, 
ceeding  burdenlbme  to  fick  fouls. 

I.  The  guilt,, 
.2.  The  dominion, 
. ,  3.  The  inherence  of  fin ;  all  cured  by  this  phyfi^an,  and  how. 

Firft y  The  guilt. of  fin;  this  is  a  mortal  wound^  a  flabia 
the  very  heart  of  a  poor  finner.  It  is  a  fond,  and  groundlefs 
diflin^ion,  that  Papifls.  make  of  fiiis  mortal  and  venial i  all  iin« 
in  its  own  nature,  is  mortal;  Rom.  vi,  23.  "  The  wages  of 
**  fin  is  death.**  Yet  though  it  be  fo  in  its  own  nature,  Cbrifl: 
can,  and  doth  cure  it,  by  the  fovereign  balfaqi  of  his  own  pre* 
clous  blood ;  Eph.  i.  7.  "  In  whom  we  have  redeihption,  through 
V  his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  richtes  of 
"  his  grace.*'  This  is  the  deepeft,  and  deadlieft  wound,  the 
fctul  of  man  feels  in  this  world  :  What  is  guilt,  but  the  (^liga- 
tion of  the  foul  to  everlafiing  puniftiment  and  mifery  ?  It  pots 
the  foul  under  the  fentence  of  God  to  eternal  wrath ;  the  coa- 
dcmning  fentence  of  the  great  and  terrible  God ;  than  which,, 
npihipg  is  founc)  more  dreadful,  and  iofupportable ;  put  all 
pains,  all  poverty,  all  afflidiions,  all  miferies,  in  one  fcale,  and 
God*s  condemnation  in  theoth^er,  and  you  we^h  but  ;&  many 
feathers^  againil  a  talent  of  lead.   . 
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This  difcafe,  otir  great  phyfician,  Ghrift,  cum,  by  remiiS- 

on,  which  is  the  dlflblving  of  the  obligattoa  to  pooifhrneDt; 

the  loofmg  of  the  ibul  that  was  boiind  c^ver  to  the  wrath  aii4 

coodemoatiofi  of  God^  CoL  i.  13,  14.  Heb.  vi.  12.  Mics^  vit 

l^i  it,  i^.    This  remifllon  bciog  made,  the  foul  is  itiicnedi'* 

arely  cleared  from  all  its  obligatioos  to  pum/hment.    Rom.  viii 

1.  **  There  is  po  condemnation."    All  bonds  arc  cancelled, 

thegaih  of  all  fiiis  is  healed;  oi^rciiaoTed,  origioal  and  aAnal, 

great  and  fmall.     This  cure  is  performed  upon  fools,  by  th^ 

blood  rf  Cbrift  :  nothing  is  found,  in  heaven,  or  earth,  befideft 

bis  blood,   that  is  able   to  heal  this  difeafe.     Heb.  ix.  22« 

**  Without  (bedding  of  blood  there  is  no  iremiflion ;"  nor  is  it 

any  bipod  that  wUl  do  it,  hmt  that,  only,  which  dropped  froaa 

the  woands  of  Chrift.    Ifa.  liii.  $.  *^  By  his  Anpes  we  afe 

**  healed."    His  blood,  only,  is  innocent,  and  precious  bloody 

I  Pet.  i.  19.  blood  of  infinite  worth,  and  rdm ;  blood  of  Godl 

Aftsxx.  1 8s  blood  prepared  for  this  very  porpofe,  Heb.  x.  $• 

This  is  the  blood  that  performs  the  care ;  and  how  great  a  cnre 

^s  it !  for  this  cure,  the  foals  of  believers  (haH  be  praiiing  an^ 

JUagflifylng  thek  gr^at  phyfician  in  heaven,  to  all  eternity;  Re^. 

i.  5,  6.  "  To  him  that  loved  us,  and  waflacd  us  fron»  our  fins, 

"  in  his  own  blood»  ire.  t9  him  be  glory  and  4Qf&ioioli»  fq/t 

"  ever  and  ever." 

SecomU)if  The  next  evil  in  fin  cured  by  Chrift,  is  .the  dominU 
00  of  it  over  the  fi>uls  of  poor  fioners.  Where  fin  is  ip  doQii^ 
fiion,  the  foul  is  in  a  very  lad  condition ;  for  it  darkens  the  un^- 
derHa&ding,  depraves  the  confcience,  fti^ens  the  will,  bardciis 
the  heart,  milplaces  and  diforders  all  the  a^ftions ;  aiid  thas  Cr 
tery  faculty  is  wounded,  by  the  power  and  daminioti  of  fin  over 
the  foul.  How  difficult  is  the  cute  of  this  difeafe !  it  pafles  the 
ftill  of  angels,  or  men,  to  heal  it ;  but  Chrift.  andertakes  i^ 
imd  noAkcs  a  perfect  cure  of  ic,  at  laft,  and  this  he  doth  by  hia 
SfHfit.  As  he  cures  the  gmlt  of  fin  ^r  pouf ing  out  hi^  blooC 
forns ;  ib  he  cures  the  dominion  of  fin,  by  pouring  out  tus  Spi- 
nt  upon  us.  Juftificadon  is  the  cure  o£  gnUV  fan^iificjalji^ii 
ihe  cu^  of  the  domintou  of  lin»    For, 

Firjff  M  the  dominion  of  fin  darkens  the  unJerfian/Singf 
T  Cor.  iL  14.  {b>4he  Spirirof  hollnefi,  which €hrift- (beds  upoa 
his  pieaple,  cures  the  darknefs  and  blindoeA  of  that  noble  faculr 
tyi  and  reftores  it  again,  Eph.  v.  8.  They  that  wcare  darknQfsu 
^  hereby  tight  in  the  Lord ;  the  aMUointiog-^  the  Spirit)  teaci^- 
ttb  them  ail  things,  i  Ja^hn  ii.  27. 
Secoml^f  M  ^.  ^osuoioa  of  fia  deptttiei  aq4  defi|«4-^ 
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tionfcience,  Tir.  i.  1 5.  wounded  it  to  that  degree,  as  to  £fabk 
it  to  the  performances  of  all  its  officeS|  and  ^nifVtoBS ;  fo  thit 
it  was  neither  able  to  apply,  convince,  or  treinble^at  the  woid: 
So,  when  the  Spirit  of  holinefs  is  fhed  forth,  O  ^hat  a  tender 
-feofe  fills  the  renewed  confcience!  For  whatfroall  things  wiB  it 
check,  fmite,  and  rebuke !  How  Arongly  will  it  bind  to  dut;, 
And  bar  againft  (in  ! 

Thirdly^  As  the  dominion  of  iin  ftiffened  the  will,  aod  made 
It  ftutborn,  and  rebellious ;  fo  Chrift,  by  ian^Kfying  it,  brings 
it  to  be  pliant,  and  obedient  to  the  will  of  God.  "  Lord  (faith 
•*  the  finner,)  what  wilt  thon  have  me  to  do!**  Afts  ix.  6. 

Fourthly^  As  the  power  of  fra  hardened!  the  heart,  fo  thai 
nothing  could  aifeft  it,  or  m^ke  any  impreflion  upon  it ;  when 
ianftification  conges  upon  the  foUl,  it  thaws,  and  breaks  it,  is 
hard  as  It  was,  and  makes  it  diflblve,  in  the  bread  of  a  finoer, 
in  godly  forrow,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "  I  will  take  away  the  heart 
."  of  ftone  out  of  your  flelh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
■'**  flcfti.'*  It  will  now  melt,  ingenubufly,  under  the  threatnings 
bf  the  word,  2'TCings  xxii.  ly.  or  the  ftrokes  of  the  rod,  Jcr. 
^xxi.  t8.  or  the  manifeftations  of  grace  and  mercy,  Luk6  vii.  38. 
-  Fifthly^  As  thepower  of  fm  mifplaced  and  dtibrdered  all  tlie 
afFeAions,  fo  (anflification  reduces  them  again, '  and  fets  tbem 
right,  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7.  And  thus  you  fee  how  iaoAificatbn  b^- 
tomes'  the  reflitude,,  health,  and  due  temper  of  the  fori,  (0  far 
as  it  prevails,  'curing  the  difeafes  that  /in,  in  its  dominion,  fil* 
led  the  foul  with.  True  it  is,  this  cure  is  not  perfeded  in  this 
'  'life  ;  there  are  ftill  fome  remains  of  the  old  difeafes,  in  the  holi- 
«ft  fouls,  notwtchftariding  fin  be  dethroned  from  its  domiokM 
over  them :  but  the  cure  is  begun,  and  daily  advances  towards 
'perfection,  and  at  laft  will  be  compltat,  as  will  appear  in  die 
cure  of  the  next  evil  of  fin ;  ifamely, 

-  Thirdly f  The  inherence  of  fin  in  the  foul:  this  is  a  fore  cfif- 
neafe,  the  very  ^re  and  root  of  ail  ourother  ccttnplaints  and  aiks. 
This  made  the  holy  apoftle  bemoan  bimfetf,  and  wail  fo  bitterlf, 
•Rom.  vii.  17.  bccaufe  of  "  fin  that  dwelt  in.him'^"  And  rii« 
lame  niifery  is  bewailed  by  all#fan£lified  perfofiSj  aB  the  worM 
over. 

*  '^  'TIs  a  wonderful  mercy  to  have  the  goift  and  dominion  off* 
-cured,  but  we  (hall  never  be  perfcftly  found,  and  well,  tiH  die 
<  ictftence,  -or  in-*dwell!ng  of  fin,  in  our  oatares,  be  cured  too- 
whcii  once  that  is  done,  then  We  fhatl  feel  no  more  p»n,  sot 
forrows  for  fin :  and  this  our  great  phyfician  will  at  bft  perform 
for  us«  andnpon^us.  But  as  the  eure  of  girik  was  by  oaxjup' 
fixation,  the  cure  of  the  dootiQim  of  iia  by  oar  fanO^caiicn; 


fctbe  third  and  laft,  which  perfefts  the  whole  core,  will  be 
hy  mt  glori/icaHon  i  and,  till  then,  it  is  not  to  be  cxpefted. 
For  it  is  a  clear  cafe,  that  fin,  like  ivy  in  the  old  walls,  wil! 
neser  be  gotten  out  till  the  walls  be  pulled  down,  .and  then  it. 
is  pulled  up  by  the  roots.  This  cure  ChrKt  will  perform  in  a 
nomcDt,  upon  our  4ifl^olation.    For  it  is  pladn, 

Firjf,  That  none  but  perfefted  fouls,  freed  from  all  fm,  are 
admitted  into  heaven,  Eph.  v.  27.  Heb,  xii*  23.  .Rev.  xxi.  aj. 

Secondly^  It  is  as  plain,  that  no  fuch  perfdnal  perfeftion^  andj 
fireedooi  is  found  in  any  n\an,  on^this^fide  death,  and  the  grave^ 
1  Johni.  8.  I  Kings  viii.  46.  Phfl.  iii.  12.  a  truth,  fealed  by  thq 
fedcxperience  of  all  the  (aints  on  earth, 
.  Thirdly^  If  fuch  freedom,  aiid  perfedKon  muft  be  before  we 
OQ be  perfectly  happy,  and  00  fuch  thing  be  done  in  this  life; 
it  remains  that  it  muft  be  done  immediately  upon  thdr  difolu* 
fionj  and  at  the  very  time  of  their  glorification :  as  fin  came  in 
at  the  time  of  the  union  of  their  fouls  and  bodies  in  the  womb, 

.ib  it  will  go  ont  at  the  time  of  their  feparation  by  death  ;  .then 
will  Chrift  put  the  laft  hand  to  this  glorious  work,  and  perfefl; 
that  cure  which  hath  l^en  fo  long  under  his  hand,  in  this  worjd : 
aad  thenceforth  fin  fhall  have  no  power  upon  th^m,  it  (Iiall  ne** 
ver  tempt  them  more,  it  (hall  never  defile  them  more,  it  (hall 
never  grieve  and  fadden  their  hearts  any  more  :  henceforth  it 

'  (ball  never  cloi;id  their  evidences,  darken  their  underftandif|gs» 
nr  ^ve  the  leaft  interruption  to  their  conununion  with  Cod, 
When  fm  is  gone,  all  thefe,  its  mifchievous  effedls,  are  gone 
with  it.    So  that  I  may  fpeak  it  to  the  comfort  of  all  gracious 

1  hearts,  according  to  what  the  Lord  told  the  Ifraelites,  in  Deuc 
xii.  8,  9.  (to  which  I  allude,  for  illuftration  of  this  poft  com* 
fortable  truth)  "  Ye  (hall  not  do  after  all  the  things  that  ye  do 
"  here  this  day,  every  man  whatfoever  is  ri^t  in  his  own  eyes, 
''  for  ye  are  not  as  yet  come  to  the  reft,  and  to  the  inheritance 
■  *  which  the  Lord  y9ur  God  giveth  you."  Whilft  you  are  un- 
der Chrift's  cure  upon  earth,  but  not  perfeflly  healed,  your  un* 
derftandings  miftake,  your  thoughts  wander,  your  affeAions  are 
^ead,  and  your  communion  w'^th  God  is  daily  interrupted;  buC 
it  (ball  not  be  fo  in  heaven,  where  the  cure  is  perfe^  :  70U  (hall 
not4bere  knqw,  love,  or  delight  in  God,  in  the  manner  yoii  do 
this  day ;  for  you  are  not,  as  yet,  come  to  the  reft,  and,  to  the 
inheritance  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you.    And  fo  much, 

'  as  to  the  4i(eafe$  of  fin,  and  Chrift's  method  of  curing  them. 
Sfcondiy,  As  Sin  is  the  difeafe  of  the  72m*/2/j,  fo,  alfo,^  \s  for-f 

I  fdw/  the  beft /w»/x  muft  pafs  thro*  the  valley  of  Bacha,  ta 
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tieaved.  How  nsafiy  tears  fall  from  the  eyes  of  the  JcxtAt^  % 
^n  the  account  of  outward,  as  well  as  inward  troubles ;  even 
^ter  their  reconciliation  with  God  ?  "  Through  much  tribtda* 
^*  tion  we  muft  enter  into  the  kingdom  bf  God/*  A^s  Kiv. «. 
I^  would  be  too  great  a  digreiHon,  ip  thi$  (>lace,  to  no^  but  die 
floope  geoeral  heads,  under  which  almoft  iniinhe  particulars,  4 
troubles  aod  afflidioQs,  are  found  :  it  (hall  fuftce  onl;  to  fbew, 
fhat  whatever  dinrefs,  or  troiAile,  any  pooir  foul  is  in,  upoa  a- 
By  account  whatfoeyer ;  if  that  foul  belongs  to  Teifus  Cbrtft»'te 
Will  t^fce  care  of  it,  for  tbeprefent^  and  deliver  it,  at  laft,l)y  i 
compete  cure. 

Firfi^  thrift  cure$  trouble?,  by  fanSfifying  them  tef  thefodi 
of  his,  that  are  under  ^f^i&\o%  and  makes  their  very  trophM 
medicinal,  and  healing  to  them.  Trouble  is  z/(:orpion^  andbadt 
ia  deadly  ftlng ;  but-  Chrift  is  a  wife  pfyj/tcian,  and  extraAs  a  b- 
vereigu  oil  out  of  tVv^fayrpim,  that  heals  the  wound  it  makes.  B]f 
ai^Aions,  pur  wife  phyficiau  purges  our  corruptions,  and  fe  pre- 
vents, or  cures,  greater  troubles,  by  Icflcr ;  inward  ibrrows,  fcjf 
•  outward  ones.  Wa.  xxrii.  ij.  **  By  this,  therefore,  (hall  the  ifll* 
-  •*  <|uity  of  Jacob  be  purged;  and  this  is  a}l  the  fruit,  to  tald 
•'  way  hjs  flu.** 

Seemdlyt  ChriA  cures  outward  trauilss^  bf  inward  cmfila^ 
$nSf  which  are  made  to  rife  in  the  imicr  m^n,  as  high  as  the  wi|f 
tors  of  affll^icm  do  upon  the  outward  man,  2  Cor.  i.  >;.  Ob^ 
drop  of  fpiritu^l  coi?tfprt,  ia/fiifficient  to  fweeten  a  whole  ocead 
of  outwanl  trouble.  It  was  ^  high  exprciffou  of  au  allfifted 
ifiiiher,  whom  Go<d(  comforted,  jjufl  upon  the  death  of  his  dear 
il0d  only  fon,  f  wUb  (fm^  clearer  manifeflations  of  his  love  thaa 
was  ufu^l ;  ''0,  faid  he,  might  i  but  have  fuch  coniblatioosa) 
**  tlveie,  I  cou)4  be  willing  (were  it  po^fele)  to  lay  an  only  fe^ 
**  ifltp  the  gravj?  f  ^ry  day  I  have  to  liv^  in  this  world.'*  Thai 
all  thic  troubles  pf  Jfebc  world  are  cured  by  Chrift.  John  xtf. 
33.  "  lu  the  wofiji  yf^.fcall  hav?  trouble,  but  iu:  pie  ye  i&al| 
•^  have  peace.*- 

T^irdfy^  phrift*  cures  all  outward  forrows^ and  trouMcsiobif 
people  fufika^^i  ^bkh  is  t4»eir  removal  from  the  place  of  firrowsj 
\o  peace  a|i|d  feft  fc^r  eyermcrc  Now  God  wipes  all  tears  from 
their  eye^,  and  the  days  pf  their  mourning  are  at  ^  et^d ;  the 
then  pj^t  0^  t|ie  g^meiit^  asd  iptrit  of  mourning,  andenter  iih 
|b  pe^,  Ifa^  ivii,  a^  They  conae  tp  thai?  place,  and  flatr, 
where  te«?  ffi4  iigh?  4ro  i^ngs flnfew^vutc^  t|ie  ipfaaWtauts j 

'    %  ?ifM/  c^ptct  /imiifh  igtrv^p  eus^  i.  c. 'Jill 

/|9d^  haj  89  fccliugt  wl}cii  !l>?-ftaM?#  te??^!ft 
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Dne  ftep  beyond  the  ftate  d  this  mortidlty,  br}i)g$\ii  <\xS(t  6xki 
of  the  fight  axrd  hearing,  of  sffl  troiiMes  and  \tt^khtifi\^t: 
Theie  are  the  dl&a&s  of  fouls ;  Jiiiy  2XlA  fitrorvJ ;  aod  tfaos  they 
ire  cured  by  Ghrift,  fhc  pijffician. 

Secondly,  Next  I  fhall  (hew  you,  that  Jcfas  Chfift  is  the  dnly 
fhyfieian  tff  fouls,  -none  like  hks  for  ^  &ck  Jinner :  Afid-  thia 
tril^beevidem,  in  Avers' rcfpcfts^.  ^. 

/'iVy?,  None  fo'saifii  and  judkioos,  as  Jefus  Chrift,  t6  uiider« 
Itand,  and  comprefaead  the  mtor^,  depth,  and  Tangier  of  feul- 
dtfeafes*  O  how  -^oraest  and  ttaslcqtialmed  tte  men*  wkh^  thl$ 
Kate  and  cafe  of  a^^ed  fouls  r  Bat  *',€hriA  hath  Ihr  tdngo^ 
^  (£the learned,  that  he  (faonld know  hovrtc^fpeak  z word' ia 
^^  Mm  ro  him  that  is^wea^,^'  l&t:\.%  ^VieotAj  nncferfiaad^ 
fhe  weight  of  fm,  and  depth  of  inward  trotfbles  of  fin. 

Sicmdly,  i^one  h  able  to  cMtt^  and  heal  the  wounds  of  af- 
^  lifted  ibate,  a$  Ghrift  \%\  he;  only,  hacb  thof(f  ftiedidnips  th^ 
jCan  cure  a  fiekiiml.  The*  blood  dFCh#ift,  and  nothing  elfe^ 
teheairen  or  earth,  iad^te  td^  cure  the  mortal  bounds  which 
l^iit  iirfiids  upon  a  tyembiing  cbnfcience^  fet  meti  xti  altotheit 
receipts,  and  cdlty  eilperieiice'  fliftll  coirrii$ce  thetn'o^'rfaeir  ^ 
fufficiency.  Gonfdenee  may  be  benuitibed  by  Aupelb6H«t  ttie- 
jdlcines,  prepared  bf  thj^jifsKM  for  t|ia«  mA  %  tpt  pacified  it  cad 
ifevcr  be,  but  by  the  blood  of  GkxV(\  Hlsk'xvi.  aa*. 

Thirdly,  Ndne  fe  tender-heaft^,  stnd  fynipatbiZing  i^]th:^{!d!!'^^ 
fouls,  as  Jefus  Chrift ;  he  is  fultof  beiwds^andtender  coinpaffi^ 
<ms  to^aiiiAed  fonts:  faeis  psst  that  cUQ  hav%^(^^tfipaflk>ti,  ^^ 
caofe  he  hath  ha*  experience,  Hfcb.  v,  2. -If  t'mtiA  Come  into 
the  chirurgeon'shands^witb  brak^nbdne^lgitte^niefu^h  ab  one; 
tachafe,  whofeown  bot»?s  hat^be^  bi^keai  who  hadi  feU  thd 
noguiflt  in  himielf.  Chrift  knows  wba»  tc  Is;  by  experience; 
havmg  felt  the  angalfh  of  inward  Troubles,  the  wdght  of  God's 
imratfa,  and  the  terrors  of'a  fcnrfifking  God,- ntore  than  any,  otall 
fhc  ibns^crf^^  men  :  this  mak^  biiil  tefidet  ov^r  diftrefled  foul^.  . 
f&  xlii.  3.  <<  A  bruifedreedhe will  not  bre^k',  andfmoking'S^^C 
*«  he  will  not  quench/* 

Fourthly,  None  cutts,  in  fo^ wond^ftil^  a  method,  as  Chrift 
^h';  be  ifeals  ns  by  hfe  ftripesv  Ifa.  im:  5.  Thei>hyficiaii 
(dies,  that  the  patient  may  live;  his  i^onnds^  mtift  bleed,  tha^ 
purs  mayile  cured :  he'^fieets  tto  fmartandptitt,  that  we  nught 
have  eafe  and  comforL  Mo  phyfician/ biit  lG%rift,  wlU  cure  0^ ' 
fhers  at  this  rate.  :  '-:">? 

Fifthly,  Nonefo  readyto  rdieirea  fick  fottl,  as  Chrift;  he  ijl 
ifnMn  the  caU  cf  a  <Bftre(led  ibul  at  ail  times;  Art  thou  (v^ 
^|b^  weaiyof'fmfa&^iliadiMtriilf  wilfidg'to^pa^^ 


/ 
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lift  ap  but  thy  fincere  cry  to  the  Lord  J<?fus  for  help,  and  he 
will  quickly  be  with  thee.  When  the  prodigal,  the  ecableui  rf 
a  coovioced,  humbled  finner^  faid,  io  himfelf,  I  will  returii  to  m; 
lather,  the  father  ran  to  meet  him,  Luke  xv*  2Q.  He  can  13« 
with  thee  in  a  moment. 

..  Sixthly^  None  fa  willing  to  receive  and  undertake  all  diftret 
fed  and  afflicted  fouls,  as  Jefus  Chrift  is  2  he  refufes  none  that 
come  to  him.  John  vi.  37/  *'  He  that  cometh  unto  nie«  1  v^ 
!•  in  no  wife  caft  out,"  Whatever  their  fms  have  been,  or  thdr 
ibrrows  are ;  however  they  have  wounded  their  own  fouls  wl4 
the  deeped  ga(hes  of  guilt ;  how  defperate  and  helplefs  Ibm 
their  cafe  appears,  in  their  own,  or  others  eyes ;  he  never  psk 
them  off,  or  difcoura^s  them,  if  they  be  but  willing  to  coffie, 
Ifa.  i.  18,  19. 

.  Seventhly  f  None  ib  happy  and  fuccefsful,  as  Chrift ;  heflCTcr 
fails  of  performing  a  perfef^  cure  upon  thofe  he  andertake»i 
never  was  it  known  that  any  foul  mifcarried  in  his  hands,  J(^ 
iii.  15,  16..  Other  phyficians,  by  miftakes,  by  ignorance,  oc 
careieflheis,  fill  church  yards,  and  caft  away  the  lives  of  isen; 
but  Chrift  fuifers  none  to  perifli,  that  commit  tfaemfelves  to  bin. 
*  Eightfyf  None  fo  free  and  generous,  as  Chrift  ;  he  doth  all 
gratis :  he  fells  not  his  mediones,  though  they  be  of  infiBtte 
value;  but  freely  gives  them ;  If?,  Iv,  1.  **  He  l;hat  bath  nemo- 
*•  ney,  let  him  come."  If  any  be  fent  away,  it  is  the  ridj, 
Luke  i.  53«  not  the  poor  and  needy :  thofe  that  wiQ  net  aco^ 
their  remedy  as  a  free  gift,  but  wiU  needs  purchafe  it  at  a  prkc 
<  Ninthly^  and  laftly.  None  rcjcrice  in  the  iccoyery  of  fooK 
more  than  Chrift  doth.  O !  it  is  unfpeakaWy  delightful  to  hte 
to  fee  the  efficacy  of  his  blood  upon  our  fouls  ;  Ifa.  Bii.  1 1.  "He 
V  ftwll  fee  the  travail  of  his  foul,  (i.  e.  the  fuccefs  of  bis  dcati 
f  •  and  fufferingfi)  and  fliall  be  Satisfied."  When  he  forefaw  the 
fuccels  of  the  gofpel  upon  the  'world,  it  is  fdd,  Luke  x.  ^.i*  "^ 
"  that  hour  Jefus.  rejoiced: in  Sparit."  And  thus^  you  fee,  there 
is  no  phyfictan  like  Cbrift>  for  iick  fouls. 
The  ufes  of  this  pohit  are^ 

For  inlbrniation  a;nd*direaion'' 
I  Tirjlt  From  whence  we  are  informed  of  many  great  and  «• 
ceflary  truths^  deducible  from  this :  As, 
:  Infeh  v.  How  inexprejible:  is  the  grace  cf  Godwin  proviM 
fuch  a  phyfician  ^'s  Chriji^for  the  fick  and  dying fmh  ^Jinnen^^ 
O  bleffed  be  God,  that  there  is  zbabn  in  Gilmd,  andaphjfficien 
iherj^  J  that  their  cafe  is  not  defperate^*  forlorn  and  rcmcdikfc 
as  .that  the  devils,  and  damned  is.  ■  There  is  but  one  cale  except' 
^d  from  ciire^  and  that,  fuch;a%is  not  ii^dent  to  any  ku^i 
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afBiAed  fool.  Mat.  xii.  31.  am)  tins  ooly  excepted,  all  manner 
of  fms  and  di(eafes  are  capable  bf  a  cnre.  Thongh  there  bo. 
foch  a  difeafe  as  is  iBCurable,  yet  take  this  for  thy  comfort,  never 
vii  ibnl  was  fick  {L  e.)  fenfibly  burthened  with  it»  and  willing  ' 
'  to  COOK  to  Jefbs  Chrift  for  healing :  for  under  Aat  fin  the  wiU 
isfo  wounded^  that  they  have  no  defire  to.Chrtft.  O  ineftima** 
blemercfl  that  the  fickeft  finnerb  capable  of  a  perfeft  cure  1 
There  be  thoofands,  and  t^  thonfands,  now  in  heaven  and  earthi 
wfaofaid  once,  Never  was  any  cafe  like  theirs ;  fo  dangerous,  (b 
bopelefs.  The  greateft  of  fimiers  have  been  perfectly  recovered 
by  Chrift,  i  Ttai.  i.  15.  I  Cor.  vi.  11.  O  mercy,  never  tq  be 
Ally  cftimated  I  .  ^ 

'  Infer.  2,  What  a  pcrwerfnl  refiraintframfin^  is  the  very  m#- 
tkdordained  by  God  for  the  cure  of  it  I  Ifa.  Hit.  5.  ^*  By  his  ftripea 
*'  we  are  healed."  The  pbyfidan  mnft  die,  that  the  patient 
teight  live ;  no  other  tbmg  bat  the  Mood,  the  predoas  blood  dF 
Chrift,  is  found  in  heaven  or  earth  able  to  heal  ns,  Heb.  ix.  ^2; 
26.  This  blood  of  Chrift  mnft  be  freftily  applied  to  every  new 
^mmud  fin  makes  upon  onr  fools,  i  John  ii.  r,  2.  every  new  fkk 
•^voonds  him  afrefti,  opens  the  wounds  of  CfarilV  anew.  O  thiidc 
of  this,  again  and  again,  you  that  (b  eafily  yield  to  the  folicitati- 
00s  of  Satan  :  Is  it  ib  eafy,  and  (b  cheap,  to  fin,  as  you  feem  to 
mheit?  Doth  the  core  of  fonls  coftvnothingf  True,  it  is  free 
10  OS,  but  was  it  fo  toi  Chrift  ?  No,  no,  it  was  not ;  he  koowi 
the  price  of  it,  though  you  do  not :  Hath  Chrift  healed  you  by 
bis  ftripes,  and  can  you  put  hhn  noder  frefli  iufTerings  for  you  lb 
eafity  ?  Have  you  forgot  alfo  your  own  fick  days  and  nights  for 
fiQ,  that  you  are  carelefs in  refifting  and  pireventing  it  ?  Sure  it 
is  not  eafy  for  faints  to  wouad  Chrift,  and  nheir  own  fouls,  at 
'.one  firoke.  If  you  renew  your  fins,  you  moft  aUb  renew  your 
(arrows  and  repentance,  Pfai.  ii.  title.  2  Sam;  xiL  13.  you  moft 
ieel  the  anguifti  and  pain  of  a  troubled  fpirit  agiun,  things  with 
^vhich  the  fiants  are  not  unacquainted:;  of  which  they  may  fay, 
as  die  church,  **  Remembring  my  ai9iAion»  the  wormwood  and 
"the  gall,  my  foul  hath  them  ftillin  remembrance,*'  Lam.  iii. 
19.  Tea,  and  if  yott  will  y«t  be  remifii  in  your  watch,  and  fo 
eafily.  incur  new  guilt,  though  a  pardon  in  the  blood  oif  Chrift 
may  heal  your  fouls,  yet  feme  rod  or  Other,  in  the  hand  of  a  dif- 
pkafed  fatheir,  ftiall  mi&  your  bodies,  or  finite  you  in  your  out- 
ward comforts,  Pfal.  ixxidx.  23.- 

Infcr.  3.  IfChrifi  be  the  only  phyjtcian  of  fick  fouls,  vfhatjtn 
andfolfy  is  it  for  men,  to  take  Chrifi's  work  out  of  his  hands^  and 
^atempt  tjo  be  their  own  phyjtcian? 
v.ThiK  do.thofe.that  fuperiUtioofty  eodcan^urto  beal  their 


'/ 
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fjuls,  by  affll^iog  their  bodies;  oot  ChriA's  blood,  bot  didc 
owQ^maft  be  the  plaider  :  and  as  bliod  Papifts,  fo,  many  carnal 
tnd  igaoraDt  Proteftants  ftrive,  by  confeflioo,  reftitution,  refcn^ 
matioti,  and  ftriftcr  coarfe  of  life,  to  heal  thofe  wounds  diat  fia  • 
hath  made  npoa  their  fouls,  withoot  any  refpeft  to  the  blood 
of  Chrtft :  bat  thFs  coarfe  (hall  not  profit  them  at  all.  It 
may,  for  a  time,  divert,,  but  can  never  heal  them:  Ae 
iiFouods,  b  fkinned  over,  will  open  and  bleed  again.  God  graot 
It  be  not  when  our  fouls  fliall  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  true 
imd  only  remedy* 

I^fer.  4.  H^wfad  is  the  cafe  qf  tbofefouh^  f«  whom  Chrifi  laA 
not  yet  been  a  phyjician  f  They  are  mortally  wounded,  by  fm, 
and  are  like  to  die  of  their  ficknefs ;  no  faving,  healing  applica- 
lioQS  have  hitherto  been  made  unto  their  Ibals  :  and  this  is  tbt 
cafe  of  the  greateft  part  of  mankind,  yea,  of  them  that  live  coder 
'the  difeoveries  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpel.  Wbidi  appears  &y  tbde 
iad  fymptoms.  '    - 

fVr/?,  lo  that  their  eyes  have  not  yet  been  opened,  to  fee  thdr 
fin  and  miferjr ;  in  which  illumination,  the  cure  o&fotds  begio% 
AAs  xxvi.  18.  To  this  day  he  hath  not  ghren  them  eyes  to 
((e»  Deut.  xxix.  4.  bnt  that  terrible  ftrokeof  God,  which  t>ljo(is 
and  hardens  them,  is  too  viiibly  upon  them,  mentioned  in  Ifl. 
vi.  p,  10.  No  hope  of  healing,  till  the  fiimer's  eyes  be  opened 
to  ke  his  fin  and  mifery. 

Secondly^  In  that  nothing  will  divorce  and  feparate  diem  frcn 
their  lufts ;  a  fore  fign  they  are  not  under  Chrift's  cure,  fior 
.  were  ever  made  Cck  of  fin.  O  if  ever  Chrlll  be  a  phyficiaa  to 
thy  foul,  he  will  make  thee  loathe  what  now  thoU  loveft,  and 
iay  to  thy  moft  pleafant  and  moft  profitable  lufts,  Get  ye  henc€, 
I&.  XXX.  22.  Till  then,  there  is  no  grttund  to  think  that  Oirift 
is  a  phyfician  to  yoii. 

Thirdly^  In  that  they  have  no  fenfible  and  prefEna  need  of 
Chrift,  npr  make  any  eameft  enquiry  after  him,  as,  moft  oertaiii- 
ly»  you  would  do,  if  you  were  in  the  way  of  heaKng  and  recovery. 
Thefe,  and  many  other  fad  fvmptoros,  do  too  plaioTy  difcover 
the  difeafe  of  fin,  to  be  in  its  tuU  Arength  upon  your  ibuls$  and 
if  it  ib  continue,  bow  dreadful  will  the  iiTuc  be?  See  lia.  vL  ^ 
10.. 

Infer*  5.  Wha^  caz^  havM  they  to  he  glad,  that  are  under 

the  hand  and  care  of  Chrifi,  in  order  to  a  cure^  and  who  S 

find%  (^  v%ay,  upon  due  examination^  Jind  their  jfoub  are  in  a 

very  hopeful  ti^ny  qf  recovery!  Can  we  rejoice   when  the 

ftrengrh  of  a  natural  diieafe  is  broken,  aad  nature  beyns  tara- 
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joioe,  when  our  foub  begin  to  mend,  apd  recover  feafibly,  and 
all  comfortable  figns  of  health  and  life  appear  upon  them  ?  pard- 
caiarly,  when  the  underftanding,  which  was  ^oraat  and  dark» 
hath  the  li^bt  of  life  beginning  to  dawn  into  it ;  fuch  is  that  ia 
I  Joho  ii.  27.  When  the  will^  which  was  rebellious  and  inflexible 
to  the  will  of  God,  is  brought  to  comply  with  that  holy  will,  iay- 
iog,  *'  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ^'  AAs  ix.  6,  When 
tlie  heart,  which  was  harder  than  an  adament,  is  now  brought 
to  contricioa  for  fin,  and  can  mourn  as  heartily  over  it,  as  e« 
ter  a  father  did  for  a  dead  foq,  a  beloved,  and  only  fon ;  when 
its  averfations  from  God  are  gone,  at  lead  have  no  fuch  power 
as  once  they  had;  but  the  thoughts  are  now  fixed  much  upon 
God,  and  fpiritual  things  begin  to  grow  pleafant  to  the  foul ; 
wheo  times  of  duty  come  to  be  longed  for;  and  the  foul  never 
better  pleafed  than  in  fuch  fealbns  :  when  the  hypocrify  of  the 
beart  is  purged  out,  (b  that  we  begjin  to  do  all  that  we  do  hear* 
tily^asunto  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men.  Col.  iii.  2j.  i  ThefH 
iL  4* :  when  we  begin  to  make  confcieace  of  fecret  fins,  Pfal. 
C3UX.  113.,  and  of  fecret  duties,  Matth.  vi.  5,  6.:  wh^  we 
have  ai!i  equal  refpeft  to  all  God's  commandments,  Pfal.  cxix. 
8.,  and  our  hearts  are  under  the  holy,  and  awful  eye  of  God, 
which  doth,  indeed,  over-awe  our  fouls.  Gen*  xvii.  1.  O  what 
f^eet  figns  of  a  recovering  foul  are  thefe!  Surely  fuch  are  ia 
the  fkilful  hand  of  iche  great  Phyfician^  who  will  perfect  what 
]ret  remains  to  be  done. 

Second  ufe  for  dire^ion. 

In  the  laft  place,  this  point  yields  us  matter  of  advice  and  di- 
tef^ion  to  poor  fouls  that  are  under  the  difeafe  of  fin ;  and  they 
are  of  two  forts,  which  I  will  diftinftly  fpeak  to :  viz.  Firft^ 
Soch  as  are  under  their  firft  ficknefs  of  fpiritual  fbrrow  for  fin, 
and  know  not  what  courfe  to  take :  or.  Secondly,  Such  as  have 
been  longer  in  the  hands  of  Chrifl  the  Pbyfician,  but  are  trou- 
bled to  fee  the  cur^  advance  fo  (lowly  upon  them,  and  fear  the 
iffue. 

Firft,  As  to  thofe  that  are  in  their  firfl  liQOubles  for  fin,  and  , 
know  not  what  courfe  to  take  for  eafe  and  Qicij,;  I  would  ad- 
drefs  to  them  thefe  following  counfels. 

Firfi,  Shut  your  ears  againft  the  daogerous  couolek  of  carnal 
peribas,  or  relations ;  for  as  they  tfaemfelves  are  traap^uainted 
with  thele  troubles,  fo  alfo  are  they  wirb  all  proper  remedies : 
and  it  is  very  ufual  widj  the  devil  tQ  convey  bis  temptations  to 
diftrefled  fouls,  by  fachjs^ds ;  becaufe/ by  them,  he  can  do  it 
vith  ieafl  fufplcioa.    It  was^  AuguItiAe's  complaint,  that  bis 

yoi.,a.  ^  .       .  i?  ^   ' 
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Own  father  took  little  care  for  bis  foul ;  and  maoy  pareats  aft, 
in  this  cafe,  as  \i  they  were  employed  by  Satao. 

Secondly t  Be  not  too  eager  to  get  out  of  trouble,  hot  be  cod* 
tent  to  Cake  God's  way,  and  wait  his  tim^.  No  woman  tbati$ 
wife,  would  dcfire  to  have  i^r  travail  hafleoed  one  day  before 
the  due  time ;  nor  will  it  be  your  intereft  to  haftea  too  foon  o« 
of  trouble.  It  is  true,  limes  of  trouble  are  apt  to  feem  tedious; 
but  a  falfc  peace  will  endanger  you  more  than  a  long  trouble: 
a  nian  may  lengthen  his  own  troubles  to  the  lofs  of  his  owo 
/peace,  and  may  (horten  them  to  the  hazard  of  his  own  fool. 

Thirdly^  Open  your  cale  to  wife,  judicious,  and  experienced 
Chriftians,  and  efpecially  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  whofe  office 
it  is  to  counfei  and  dire£l  jou  in  thefe  difficulties  *,  and  let  oot 
your  troubles  lie,  like  a  liecret,  fmothering  fire,  always  ia 
your  own  breads.  1  know  men  arc  more  afliamed  to  open  their 
fins  under  conviftions,  thai\  they  were  to  commit  them  before 
conviction  :  .but  this  is  your  intereA,  and  the  true  ^ay  to  your 
reft  and  peace.  If  there  be  with  you,  or  near  yoo,  an  inter- 
preter, one  of  a  thoufmd,  to  (hew  you  your  righteoufnefs,  and 
remedy,  as  it  lies  in  Chrifl: ;  negle<Sl  not  your  own  fouls,  in  i 
finful  concealment  of  your  cafe :  it  will  be  the  joy  of  their  hearW 
to  be  employed  in  fuch  work  as  this. 

Fourthly,  Be  much  with  God  in  fecret,  open  your  hearts  to 
him,  and  pour  out  complaints  into  his  bofom.  The  cii.  Pfalro 
.  hears  a  title  very  fuitable  to  your  cafe  and  duty;  yea,  you  will 
fiod  if  your  troubles  work  kindly,  and  God  intend  a  cure  upon 
your  fculs,  that  nothing  will  be  able  to  keep 'God  and  your  foul* 
afunder  t  whatever  your  incumbrances  in  the  world  be,  foae 
time  will  be  daily  redeemed,  to  be  fo  fpent  betwixt  yoo  and  God. 

Fifthly,  Plead  hard  with  God,  in  prayer,  for  help  and  healing. 
•*  Heal  my  foul,  {faith  David)  for  I  have  finned  againfl  thee," 
Pfal.  xli.  4.  Tell  him  Chrift  hath  his  comroiffioa  fealcd  for 
fuch  as  you  are  :  he  was  fcnt  to  *'  bind  up  the  broken-hearted," 
lla.lxi.  I.  Tell  him  he  came  into  the  world,  **  to  feck  and 
*^  fave  that  which  was  lofl,*'  and  fo  are  you  now,  in  your  own 
account  and  apprehenfions.  Lord,  what  profit  is  there  in  my 
blood  ?  Wilt  thou  purfue  a  dried  leaf  ?  And  why  is  my  heart 
wounded  with  the  fenfc  of  fin,  and  mine  eyes  open  to  fee  oy 
danger  and  mifcry  ?  Are  not  jhefe  the  firik  dawnin^sof-roercf 
upon  frnners  ?  O  let  it  appear,  that  the  time  of  mcrty,  even  ibe 
£tt  time,  is  now  come. 

Sixthly,  Underftand  your  peace  to  be  in  Chrift  only,  and  fakb 

'   to  be  the  only  -way  to  Chrifl  and  reft  ;  let  the  great  enquiry  of 

your  fouls  be  after  Chrift  an<L  fcith ;  ftudy  the  nature  and  nc- 
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ceffiiyof  thefc,  and  cry  to  God,  day  and  night,  for  flrengih  to 
carry  yoa  to  Chrift  in  the  way  of  faith. 

Secondly,  As  to  thofe  that  have  been  longer  under  the  hands 
of  Chrift,  and  yet  are  ftill  in  troubles,  and  cannot  obtain  peace, 
but  their  wounds  bleed  ftill,  and  all  they  hear  in  fcrmons,  or  do 
in  the  way  of  duty,  will  not  bring  them  to  reft ;  to  fuch  I  only 
add  two  or  three  words  for  a  clofe. 

Ftrft^  Confider  whether  you  ever  rightly  dofed  with  Chrift 
fiaceyour  firft  avVakening,  and  whether  there  be  not  fonac  way 
rffio,  10  which  you  ftill  live  :  if  fo,  no  wonder  your  wounds 
arc  kept  open,  and  your  fouls  arc  ftrangers  to  peace. 

Secondly,  If  you  be  confcious  of  no  fuch  flaw  in  the  founda- 
<1oo,  confider  how  much  of  this  trouble  may  arifc  from  your  con* 
ftitoiion  and  natural  temper,  which  being  melancholy,  will  be 
doobtfnl  and  fufpidous ;  you  may  find  it  fo  in  other  cafes  of  lets 
nomcat,  and  be  furc  Satan  will  not  be  wanting  to  improve  it. 

iTnrdfy,  Acquaint  yourfelves  more  with  the  nature  of  tru6 
Joftifying  faith ;  a  miftake  in  that  hath  prolonged  the  troubles 
of  many :  if  you  look  for  it  in  no  other  aft  but  affbrance,  you 
may  cafily  overlook  it,  as  it  lies,  in  the  mean  time,  in  your  afH- 
ance  or  acceptance.  A  true  and  proper  conception  of  faving 
faith  would  go  far  in  the  cure  of  many  troubled  fouls. 

Fourthly,  Be  more  thankful  to  ftiun  fin »  than  to  get  yourfelves 
clear  of  trouble  :  it  is  lad  to  walk  in  darknefs,  but  worfe  to  lie 
ODder  guilt.  Say,  Lord,  I  would  rather  be  grieved  myfelf,  than 
fc  a  grief  to  thy  Spirit,  O  keep  me  from  fin,  how  long  foever 
•boo  keep  me  under  (brrow.  Wait  on  God  in  the  way  of  faith^ 
and  in  a  tender  fpirit  towards  fin,  and  thy  wounds  fliall  be  hcai- 
ied  at  kft  by  thy  great  Phyfician. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  Jefus  Chrifi. 

iC^v^i^^iw^,  ^^!^«^«i,^^«,^^  (^^r>«^th^;^)  t^^  «^t  t^T^  i^tv^«^>v^*«^>*^^  «^«  <^^*^«  *^* 

SERMON       XL 

Containing  the  Second  Motive  to  enforce  the  general 
Exhortation,  from  a  fccond  Title  of  Chrijbt. 

Uk«  i.  71.  To  perform  the  mercy  promifedto  our  fathers ^  and 
remember  his  holy  covenant. 

THIS  fcripturc  is  part  of  Zechariih's  prophecy,  at  the 
rifing  of  that  bnght  ftai  John,  the  harbinger  and  fore- 
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Tonner  oF  Chrift :  They  are  fome  of  the  firft  words  he  fpake  tf- 
ter  God  had  tooled  his  tongue,  which,  for  a  time,  wasftrock 
dumb  for  his  unbelief.  His  tongue  is  now  unbound,  and  at  li- 
berty to  proclaim  to  ail  the  world,  the  unfpeakable  riches  o{ 
mercy  through  Jefus  ChrifV,  in  a  fbngpf  pr^fe^  WberetQ  Dote, 

The  mercy  celebrated,  viz,  redemption  by  Jshriftt  vcr.  M, 

The  deicriptidn  of  Chrift  by  place  and  property,  ver,  69. 

Th^  faithfuinefs  of  God  in  our  redemption  this>way,  ver.  70. 

The  benefit  of  being  fo  redeemed  by  Chrift,  ver,  71. 

The  exaft  accomplithqient  of  ail  the  promiles  made  to.the 
fathers  in  fending  Chrift,  the  mercy  promifcd  into  the  worid, 
ver.  72.  "To  perform  the  mercy  promifed  to  our  fathers,"  fc 
In  thefe  words  we  find  two  parts,  viz. 

1.  A  mercy  freely  promiled, 

2.  The  promifed  mercy  faithfully  performed. 

Firft ^  You  have  a  inercy  freely  promifed,  viz.  by  God  H 
Father,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  and  often  repeated 
and  confirmed  in  feveral  fucceeding  ages,  to  the  fathers,  id  bit 
covenant*tranfa£lions. 

This  mercy  is  Jefos  Chrift,  of  whom  he  fpeaks  in  this  pro* 
phecy ;  the  fame  which  he  ftile$  ^'  An  horii  of  ialvatipn  in  the 
•*  houfe  of  Pavid,"  ver.  69. 

The  mercy  of  God  in  fcfipturc,  is  put  either  for, 

1 1  His  free  favour  to  the  creature*     Or, 

2,  The  efie^ls  and  fruits  of  that  favour* 

It  is  put  for  the  free  and  undeferved  favour  of  God  to  ti» 
creature,  and  this  favour  of  God  may  refpeft  the  creature  t«« 
ways,  either  as  undefervingy  or  as  ilUdeferving* 

It  refpe^ed  innocent  man,  as  undejerxnng  ^  for  Adam  cooli 
put  no  obligation  upon  his  benefaAor,  It  refpei^eth  failen  o^ 
as  ill'deferving.  Innocent  man  coqld  fiot  merjt  favour,  and  W 
ien  man  did  merit  wrath :  the  fai^our  or  mercy  of  God  to  boA 
is  every  way  free ;  an^  that  is  the  firft  acceptatipn  of  the  ^ 
ptercy :  but  then  it  is  alfo  taken  for  the  eifefls  andfrnitsof 
Cod's  favour,  and  they  are  either 

1 .  Principal  and  primary :  or, 

2.  Subordinate  and  fecondary, 
Of  fecondary  aqid  fubordinate  fi^ercles,  there  are  multitnte 

both  temporal,  refpefting  the  body,  and  fpiritual,  refp^fling  ^^^P 
foul ;  bi^t  the  princip;il  ^nd  primary  mercy  is  but  one,  and  that 
is  Chrift,  the  firft^bprr^  qf  iner^y;  th?  capital  mercy,  theco©' 
prehenfive  rPOt^mprcy,  from  whQ»  are  all  other  merges;  ao4 
f berefore  called  by  a  fingular  emphafis  in  my  text.  The  mrp\ 
ii  ^i  ?J^?  ^^^^  Pf  41  V^fcies  J  wUho\it  w}i9m  «o  drop  pf  (ivipj 
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Biercy  can  flow  to  any  of  the  (bus  of  men ;  and  in  whom  are  all 
the  t^der  howeb  of  diviae  mercy  yearoiog  upon  poor  iianers. 
7h€  mercy ^  and  the  mercy  promifed.  The  firft  promifc  of  Chrift 
was  msde  to  Adam,  Gen.  iii.  15.  and  was  frequently  renewed 
afterwards,  to  Abraham,  to  David,  and,  as  the  text  (peaks, 
unto  the  fathers,  in  their  refpe£tive  generations. 

Secsndfy,  We  find  here  alfo,  the  promiied  mercy  faithfully 
performed :  *-i  To  perform  the  mercy  promiied."  What  mercy 
bffftt  the  lore  of  God  engaged  him  to  promife,  the  faithfulness 
of  God  Xbnds  en^ed  for  the  performance  thereof.  Chrift, 
the  promired  mercy,  is  not  only  performed,  truly,  but  he  is  alio 
performed,  according  to  the  promiie  in  all  the  circumflances 
thereof,  exaSlly.  So  he  was  promifed  tp  the  fathers^  and  juft  fo 
performed  to  ns  their  children :  ijepce  the  note  is, 

Doft.  That  Jefus  Chrift ,  the  mercy  ef  mercies ,  was  graciaufy 
frwiifedt  and  faithfully  performed  by  Cod  to  his  people, 
,  Three  things  are  here  to  be  opened  : 

Firft,  Why  Chrift  is  ftiled  the  mercy.  * 

Secondly f  What  kind  of  mercy  Chrift  is  to  bis  people. 

Thirdly,  How  this  mercy  was  performed.  - 
'  t  Firft,  Chrift  is  the  mercy,  emphatically  fo  called ;  the  peer- 
leis,  iovalnablo^  and  matchlefs  mercy  c  Becaufe  he  is  the  prime 
fniit  of  the  mercy  of  God  ^o  finners.  The  mercies  of  God  are 
iafiaite ;  mercy  gave  the  world,  and  us,  onr  being ;  ail  our  pro* 
teilionSj  provi^ons,  and  comforts,  in  this  world,  are  the  fruits  of 
^fiiercy,  the  free  gifts  of  divine  favour  :  Bat  Chrift  is  the  firft 
and  chief;  all  other  mercies,  compared  with  him,  are  but  fruits 
from  thac  root,  and  ftreams  from  that  fountain  of  mercy  ;  the 
very  bowels  of  iiivine  mercy  are  in  Chrift,  as  in  ver,  78.  ac- 
^rding  to  the  tender  merci^,  or,  as  the  Greek,  the  yearning 
bowels  of  the  mercy  of  God. 

Secondly,  Chrift  is  the  mercy,  becaufe  all  the  mercy  of  God 
to  finners,  is  diipenfed,  and  conveyed  through  Chrift  to  them, 
John  L  16.  Col.  ii.  3,  Eph,  iv.  7.  Chrift  is  the  medium  of  all 
divine  communications,  the  channel  of  grace ;  through  him  are 
both  the  decurfus  et  recurfus  gratiarum ;  the  flows  of  mercy 
front  God  to  us,  and  the  returns  of  praife  from  us  to  God. 
Fond  and  vain,  therefore,  are  all  the  expectations  of  mercy  out 
of  Chrift ;  no  drop  of  (avii^  mercy  runs  befide  this  channel. 
^  Thirdly i  Chrift  is  the  mercy^  becaufe  all  inferior  mercies  de- 
rive both  their  nature^  value,  f-meetnefs,  and  duration  from 
Chrift,  the  fountaiaTinercy  of  all  other  mercies. 

Firft,  They  derive  their  nature  from  Chrift ;  for  out  of  him, 
ftgfe  things  which  men  call  mercies,  are  rather  traps,  andfnares. 


Jio  The  Method  of  Grdci.  SeUm.  Xf; 

than  mercies  to  them,  Prov.  k  32.,  The  time  wiH  oxiie,  vrhea 
the  rich,  that  are  chriflleis,  will  wtfh,  O  that  we  had  betn  poor  \ 
Aad  nobles,  that  are  not  eooobled  by  the  new  binh,  O  tbat  we 
bad  been  among  the  low  rank  of  men  !  All  thefe  things  that 
pafs  for  valuable  mercies,  like  cyphers^  (ignii^  mudi  \phcn  fach 
an  important  figure  as  ChriA  itands  before  them,  elfe  they  fig* 
DJfy  nothing  to  any  man's  comfort  or  benefit. 

Secondly,  They  derive  their  value,,  as  well  as  nature,  from 
ChriA  :  For  how  iitiie,  1  pray  yon,  doih  it  fignify  to  any  man 
to  be  rich,  honourable,  politic,  and  fucceisful  in  all  his  defigns 
in  the  world,  if,  after  all,  he  muft  lie  down  ill  hell  ? 

Thirdly,  aM  other  mercies  derive  their  fweetne/s  from  Chrift, 
and  are  but  infipid  things  without  him.  There  is  a  twofold 
fweetnefs  in  things ;  one  natural,  2noth€r  Jpiritual :  Thofethat 
are  out  of  Chrifl  can  relifh  the.  firit,  believers  ooly  reliih  both : 
They  have  the  natural  fweetnefs  that  is  id  mercy  itfelf,  and  a 
fweetnefs  fupematural,  from  Chrift  and  the  covenant,  the  way 
in  which  they  receive  them.  Hence  it  is,  that  fomemen  tafie 
more  fpiriiuai  fweetnefs  in  their  daily  breads  than  others  do  in 
the  Lord's  Supper ;  and  the  fame  mercy*  by  this  means,  becomes 
a  feaft  to  foul  and  body  at  once. 

Fourthly^  All  mercies  have  their  duration,  and  perpetuity, 
from  Chrift  ;  all  chriftlefs  pcrfons  hold  their  mercies  upon  the 
greateft  contingencies,  and  terms  of  tmcertainty ;  if  they  be  con* 
tinued  during  this  life,  that  is  all :  There  is  not  one  drop  of  mer« 
cy  after  death.  But  the  mercies  of  the  faints  are  continued  to 
eternity ;  the  end  of  theii-  mercies  on  earth,  is  the  beginning  of 
their  better  mercies  in  heaven.  There  is  a  twofold  end  of  mer» 
cies,  one  perfeHive,  another  defiru^ii^e ;  the  death  of.  the  faints 
perfefts'and  completes  their  mercies,  the  death  of  the  wicked 
deftroys  and  cuts  oft  their  mercies :  For  thefe  reafons,  Chrift  b 
tailed  the  mercy. 

.  Secondly,  In  the  next  place,  let  us  enquire  what  manner  of 
tnercy  Chrift  is ;  and  we  (hall  find  mapy  lovely,  and  tranfcendent 
properties  to  commend  him  to  our  fouls. 

Firfi,  He  is  a  free^  and  undeferved  mercy,  Called  upon  that 
^iccount.  The  gift  of  God,  Johniv.  lo.  And  to  (hew  how  free  ibis 
gift  was,  God  gave  him  to  us  when  we  were  enemies,  R<wn.  v.  8. 
^eeds  ^uft  that  mercy  be  free,  which  is  given,  not  only  to  the 
imdeferving,  but  to  the  ill-deferving ;  the  benevolence  of  God 
wras  the  fole,  impulflve  caufeof  this  gift,  Jobniii.  1,6, 

Secondly,  Chrift  is  zfuli  mercy,  repleni(hed  with  all  that  anfwers 
to  the  wijhes,  or  wants  of  fmoers ;  in  him,  alcfhe,  is  found  what- 
ever the  juftice  of  an  angry  God  requires  for  fetisfaftioo,  or  ^ 
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Bceeffities  of  fools  require  for  their  fupply.  Chrift  is  fall  of  mer- 
cy, both  extenfively,  and  intenfively  :  m  him  are  all  kinds,  and 
forts  of  mercies  j  and  in  him  are  the  higheft  and  molt  perfeft 
tkgreesof  mercy ;  •*  For  it  pieafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  Ihould 
"  allfuiaefs  dwell,"  Col.  i.  19. 

Tlnrdly,  Chrift  is  xh^  feafonabk  mercy,  given  by  the  Father 
to  us  in  dae  time,  Rom.  v.  6.  In  the  fiilncfsof  time.  Gal.  iv.  4. 
afeaiboablc  mercy  in  his  exhthition  to  the  world  in  general,  and 
a  fcafenablc  mercy  ia  his  application  to  the  fool  in  particular  : 
the  wifdom  of  God  pitched  upon  the  beft  time  for  his  incarna- 
tioQ,  and  it  takes  the  very  propereft  for  his  application.  Whea 
a  poor  fool  is  diftreiOred,  iolt,  at  its  wits  end,  and  ready  to  pe- 
riA ;  then  comes  Chriit :  All  God*s  works  are  done  in  feafon, 
bat  ooae  more  feafonablis  than  this  great  work  offaivatioa  by 
Ghrift. 

fourthfyt  Chrift  is  the  neceffary  mercy ^  there  is  an  abf jfute 
Decefficy  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  hence  in  fcripture  he  is  called  the 
*'  bread  of  life,"  John  vi.  48.  he  is  bread  to  the  hungry ;  he  is 
the  '^  water  of  life,"  John  vii.  37.  as  cold  water  to  the  thirfty 
fool.  He  is  a  ranfom  for  captives,  Mat.  xx.  28.  a  garment  to 
the  naked,  Rom.  xiii.  ult.  Bread  is  not  fo  neceflary  to  the 
hungry,  nor  water  to  the  thirfty,  nor  a  ranfom  to  the  captive, 
nor  a  g  iriiicnt  to  the  naked ;  as  Chrift  is  to  the  foal  of  a  (in- 
ner :  The  breath  of  our  noftrlls,  the  life  of  our  foals,  is  in  Je- 
fus Chrift. 

Fifthly^  Chrift  is  ^  fount ain^merry,  and  all  other  mercies 
flow  from  him:  A  believer  may  fay  with  Chrift,  "  All  my 
"  fpriogs  are  in  thee ;"  from  his  merit,  and  from  his  fpirit, 
flow  our  jedemjptionj  joftificatioo,  fanftification,  peace,  joy  in 
.the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  bleffednefs  in  the  world  to  come:  "  la 
that  day  ftiall  there  be  a  fountain  opened,  Zech.  xiii.  I. 

Sixthly,  Chrift  is  a  fatisfying  mercy ;  he  that  is  full  of  Chrift, 
can  feel  the  want  of  nothing.  •*  I  defire  to  know  nothing, 
'•*  but  Jcfus  Chrift,  and, him  crucified,"  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  Chrift 
bounds  and  terminates  the  vaft  defires  of  the  foul :  He  is  the 
very  fabbath  of  the  fou!.  How  hungry,  empty,  and  ftraitned, 
©tt  every  fide,  is  the  foul  of  man,  in  the  abundance  and  fulnefs 
of  all  outward  things,  till  it  come  to  Chrift?  the  weary  mo- 
tions of  a  refllefs  foul,  like  thofe  of  a  river,  cannot  be  at  reft  till 
they  pour  themfelvcs  into  Chrift,  the  ocean  of  blefledtiels. 

Seventhly y  Chrift  is  a  peculiar  mercy ,  intended  for,  and  ap- 
plied to  a  remnant  among  men  ;  fome  would  extend  redemptioa 
as  large  as  the  world,  but  the  gofpel  limits  it  to  thofe,  only, 
that  believe  J  and  thofe  believers  arc,  upon  that  account,  called 
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a  peculiar  people^,  i  Pet.  ii.  9.  The  offers  of  Chrift,  indeed,  are 
large,  and  general ;  but  the  application  of  Chrifl  is  but  too  few, 
Ifa.  liii.  I.  The  greater  caufe  have  they,  to  whom  Chrill  comes, 
to  lie  with  their  mouths  in  the  duft,  a(loQi(hed,  and  overwhelm- 
ed with  the  fenie  of  fo  peculiar  and  didiaguiQiing  a  mercy. 

Eightly^  Jcfiis  Chrift  is  a  fuitable  mercy ^  fitted,  in  every  re- 
{peA,  to  all  our  needs  and  wants,  i  Cor.  i.  20.  wherein  the 
admirable  wifdom  of  God  is  illuArioufly  difplayed ;  *'  Ye  are 
"  complete  in  him,"  (faith  the  apoftlc)  Col.  ii.-20.  Arc  we  ene- 
mies ?  He  is  reconciliation  :  Are  we  fold  to  lin  and  Satan  ?  He 
is  redemption :  Are  we  condemned  by  the  law  ?  He  is  the  Lord 
oar  righteoufnefs :  Hath  fin  polluted  us?  He  is  ^fountain 
opened  for  fin,  and  for  uncleannefs :  Are  we  lofV,  by  departing 
fiom  God  ?  he  is  the  way  to  the  Father.  Reft  is  npt  fo  fuitable 
to  the  weary,  nor  bread  to  the  hungry,  as  Chrift  is  to  the  fen- 
iible  finneiV  • 

.  Ninthly t  Chrift  is  an  qfionijbing  and  ivondefful  merey  s  hh 
Name  is  called  wonderful,  Ua.  ix.  ^.  and  as  his  name  is,  fo  is 
he,  a  wonderful  Chrift :  His  Perfon  is  a  wonder,  1  Tim.  iii.  16. 
*'  Great  is  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  God  manifefled  in  the 
",flefti:"  ,^  ^ 

His  abafement  wonderful,  Phil.  ii.  6.  His  love  is  a  wonderful 
love ;  his  redemption  full  of  wonders ;  angels  defire  to  \ocAi  in- 
to it.  He  is,  and  .will  be  admired  by  angels  znifcdfts  to  all  eter* 
nity. 

Tentbfy,  Jcfus  Chrift  is  an  incomparable,  and  matchlefs  mercy: 
**  as  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  fo  is  my  be- 
"  loved  among  the  fons,"  ((aith  the  enamoured  fpoufe)  Cant, 
ii.  3.  Draw  the  comparifon  how  you  will,  betwixt  Chrift  and 
all  other  enjoyments,  you  will  find  none,  in  heaveti  or  earth,  to 
equal  him  :  He  is  more  than  all  externals t  as  the  light  of  the 
fun  is  more  than  that  of  a  candle :  Nay,  even  the  worft  of  Chrift 
is  better  than  the  beft  of  the  world  ;  bis  reproaches  are  better 
than  the  woild's  pleafures,  Heb.  xi.  25.  He  is  more  than  all 
Jpiritualsy  as  the  fountain  is  more  than  the  ftream.  He  is  more 
than  juftification,  as  the  caufe  is  more  than  the  effeO ;  more 
than  fan^liiication,  as  the  perfon  hlmlelf  is  more  than  the  imaget 
<x  pi6lure.  He  is  more  than  all  peace,  all  comfort,  .all  joys,  as 
the  tree  is  more  than  the  fruit.  Nay,  draw  the  comparifon  be-  j 
twixt  Chrift  and  things  external,  and  you  will  find  him  better 
than  they;  for  wiiat  is  heaven  without  Chrift  ?  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25. 
«*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?*'  If  Chrift  ftiould  fay  10 
the  faints  take  heaven  among  yoo,  but  as  for  me  I  will  withdraw 
myfelf  from  you  ;  the  laiats  would  weep,  evsn  in  heaveti  itfcl^ 


fitRTA.  XI.  fte  Method  of  Grdei*  ^i% 

lind  fay.  Lord,  heaven  will  be  bo  more  beatrea  tdtis,  except 
thoa  be  tfecre  ;  who  art  by  ftr  the  better  half  of  heaven. 

BUventhfyt  Chri(l  is  ari  unfearchable  mercy  t  who  can  fulljr 
texprefs  his  wonderfol  name  ?  Prov.  xxx»  4.  Who  can  tell  o- 
Irer  his  unfidrchabk  riches  ?  Eph.  Si.  8«  Hence  it  is,  that  foitli 
never  tire  10  the  ftody  or  love  of  Ghrift,  becaufe  tiew  wonder^ 
ar«  eterridlly  rifingr  out  of  him  :  He  is  a  deep  which  no  line  of 
any  created  nnderftandiDg,  aDgcItcal  or  human,  can  fathom. 

f'tSt^ifthly,  and  laflly^  Chrift  is  an  eVerla^ing  mercy  /  *'  the 
"  fame  yefterday,  to  day,  and  for  ever,"  Heb.  xiii.  8.  All  o* 
thcr  enjoyments  are  perKhdbie,  rime*eaten  things  ;  time,  like  i 
laoth,  will  fret  them  out  t  Birt  the  riches  of  Chrfft  are  durably 
riches,  Prov.  viii.  18.  The  graces  of  Chrift  are  durable  graces, 
John  iv.  1 4.  All  the  creatures  are  flowers,  that  appear  and 
fade  in  their  month  ;  but  this  RofeV  Sharon,  this  Lilly,  of  the 
Valley  liever  withers.  Thn?  you  fee  the  mercy  performed,  WitH 
ics  defirable  properties. 

Thirdly,  The  laft  thbg  to  be  opened,  is  the  manner  of  God's 
performiog  his  mercy  to  his  people ;  which  the  Lord  did, 

1.  Really,  and  truly,  as  be  had  promifed  him. 

2.  Exaftly  agreeable  to  the  promiics  and  prediftions  of  bim^ 
Firfii  Really,  and  truly :  as  he  had  promifed,  fo  he  madegoodl 

the  promife.  Afts  ii.,  364  "  Let  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  kiibw  ai- 
**  furedly,  that  God  hath  made  the  fame  Jefus,  whom  yc  cruci* 
«  fied,  both  Lord  and  Chrift.'* 

The  maoifcftation  of  Chrift  in  the  fleft,  vns  no  phsmtafm^ 
or  delufion,  but  a  moft  evident  and  palpable  truth.-  i  John  i.  i« 
•*  That  which  we  have  heard,  which  we  have  fcen  with  oiir  eyes> 
**>  which  we  have  looked  upon,  and  our  hands  have  haiidled.** 
A  truth  fo  certalo,  that  the  aflcrtors  of  ii  appealed  to  the  very 
enemies  of  Chrift  for  the  certainty  thereof,  Afts  11.  xi*  Yea, 
not  only  the  facred,  bntprophane  writers,  witnefs  to  it  5  not  on*- 
ly  the  evangelifts  and  dpoftles,  but  even  the  heathen  writers  of 
thofe  times,  bothr^m^w  znAjewifh,  as  Suetonius^  Tacitus,  Piini* 
OS  the  yodBger,  and  Joiephui  die  jew^b  antiquary ^  do  all  ac* 
knowledge  it. 

Secondly,  As  God  dii  reuHy,  ind  truly  perform  Chrift  the  pro- 
mifed mercy,  fo  he  performed  this  promifed  inercy  exailly,  a- 
gree^ble  to  the  promises,  types,  and  prediftions  made  of  him  to 
the  fathers,  even  the  moft  minute  circomftances  thereof.  This 
\%  a  gre^t  truth  for  our  f«ith  to  be  eftabli(hed  in  s  Let  as  there- 
fore caft  our  eyes,  both  upon  the  pr&mifes,  and  performances  of 
God,  w'^th  tefpeft  to  Cbrift^  the  mer^^y  of  mercies.    Sec  how  be 
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was  reprefented  to  the  fathers,  long  before  his  manlfeftatlon  in 
the  flefh ;  and  what  aa  one  he  appeared  to  be  when  he  was  re- 
ally exhibited  in  it.. 

Firji,  As  to  his  perfon  and  qualifications,  as  it  vrzsforetoid^ 
fo  it  ^3l%  fulfilled.  His  original  was  faid  to  be  unfearchable,  aod 
eternal,  Micah  v.  2.  and  ib  he  affirmed  himfelf  to  be,  Rev.J.  11. 
•*  J  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft."  John  vi*  3  1,  32. 
*^  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am.'*  His  two  natures,  united  into 
one  peribn,  were  plainly  foretold,  Zech.  xiii.  7.  The  man  my 
Fellow ;  and  Inch  a  one  God  performed,  Rom  ix.  5.  His  imma- 
culate purity  and  holinefs  were  foretold  Dan.  ix.  24-  "  To  a- 
•*  noint  the  mofl  Holy;'*  fome  render  it,  the  great  Saint,  the 
I'rince  of  Saints ;  and  fuch  a  one  he  Was  indeed,  When  he  lived 
in  this  world*  John  viii*  46.  **  Which  of  you  convinccth  me  rf 
**  fm  ?'*  His  Offices  were  foretold,  the  prophetical  Office  predic- 
ted, Deur.  xviii.  1 5.  and  fulfilled  in  him,  John  i.  18.  His  prieil* 
ly  Office  foretold,  Plal.  ex.  4:  fulfilled,  Heb.  ix.  14.  his  kingly 
Office  foretold,  Micah  v.  2.  and  in  him  fulfilled ;  bis  very  ene« 
mies  being  judges,  Matth.  xxvii.  37. 

Secondly,  As  to  his  birth,  the  time,  place,  and  manner  there- 
of were  foretold  to  the  fathers^  and  e^a£lly  performed,  to  a 
tittle. 

Firjl,  The  time  prefixed,  more  generally  in  Jacobus  prophecy^ 
Ceti.  xliv.  loi  When  the  Scepter  fhould  depart  from  Jodab, 
a$i  indeed,  it  did  in  Herod  the  Idumean  :  More  particuiary 
in  Daniel's  feventy  weeks,  from  the  decree  of  Darius,  Dao. 
ix.  24.  anfwering  cxaftly  to  the  time  of  his  birth  j  fo  cogent, 
and  full  of  proof,  that  Porphyry,  the  great  enemy  of  Chrifti- 
aus,  had  no  other  evafion,  but  that  this  prophecy  was  devifed  af- 
ter the  event :  Which  yet  the  Jews  (as  bitter  enemies  to  Chrift, 
as  himfelf)  will  by  no  means  allow  to  be  true.  And,  laftly,  the 
time  of  bis  birth  was  exadlly  pointed  at  in  Haggai's  prophecy, 
Hag.  ii.  7,  9,  compared  with  Mal.iii  i.  He  muiV  come  whilft 
the  iecond  temple  ftood;  at  that  time  was  a  general  expec- 
tation of  him/,  John  i.  19.  and  at  that  very  time  he  cam€,  Luke 
it.  38, 

Secondly,  The  place  of  his  birth  was  foretold  to  be  Bethlehem 
Ephrata,  Micah  v.  2.  and  fo  it  was  Mai.  ii.  5,  6.  to  be  brought 
up  in  Nazareth,  Zech.  vi.  12.  **  Bejiold  the  man  whofe  name  is 
•*  the  branch.'*  The  word  is  Netzer^  whence  is  the  word  NaZa- 
r}te.     And  there,  indeed,  Nvas  our  Lord  brought  up,  Mat.  ii. 

23. 

Thirdly,  His  parent  was  to  be  a  virgin^  Ila,  vii*,i4..  punftual- 
ly  fulfilled,  Mat.  i.  20,  21,  2%^  23. 
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FQUrthly^}Xi%  ftotk,  or  tribe,  was  foretold  to  be  Judah,  Gen. 

xlix.  10.  aod  it  is  evident  (faith  the  apoftle)  "that  our  Lord 

•*  ipraog  out  of  Judah,"  Heb.  vii.  14. 
fifthly ^')X\s  harbinger^  or  forerunner^  was  foreteld,  Mai.  iv. 

S,  6.  fulfilled  in  John  the  Baptift,  Luke  i.  16,  17. 

Sixthly,  The  pbfcurity,  and  meani^fs  of  his  birth  were  prc- 
,  diftcd,  Ifa.  liii.  2.  Zech.  ix.  9.  to  which  the  event  anfwcred, 

Lukeii.  12.        .         . 
\    Thirdly^  His  doflrine,  and  miracles  were  foretold,  Ifa.  xvi.  i, 

Z^Ib.  XXXV.  4,  5.  the  accomplifliment  whereof  in  Chrift,  is  evi- 

dcat  iu  the  hiftory  of  all  the  evangelifts. 

Fourthly,  His  death  for  os  was  foretold  by  the  prophets^  Dan. 
«,  26,  "  The  Meffiah  Aall  be  cut  off,  but  not  for  himfclf  :" 

lia.  liii,  5.  "  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranigreflions."  And  fo 
hc.was,  John  xi.  50.  The  very  kind,  and  manner  of  his  death, 
^as prefigured  in  the  brazen  fcrpent,  his  type;  and  anfwcred  in 
Ijis  death  upon^hecrofs,  John  iii.  14. 

F^tbly,  His  Burial  in  the  tomb  of  a-  rich  man,  was  foretold, 
I&.  liii.  9.  and  accompliflied  moft  exaftly,  Mat.  xxvil.  59,  60. 

'  Sixthly,  His  refurreftion  from  the  dead  was  typed  out  in  Jo- 
nah, and  fulfilled  in  Chrift's  abode  three  days  and  nights  in  ths 
grave,  Mat.  xii.  49. 

Seventhly,    The  wonderful  fpreading  of  the  gofpel  in  the 
yot\^  even  to  the  Ifles  of  the  Gentiles,  was  propheficd  of, 
;Wa.  xlix.  6.  to  the  truth  whereof  we  are  not  only  the  witnefles, 
bat  the  happy  infrances  and  examples  of  it.    Thus  the  promifed , 
ttcrcy  was  performed. 

Infer*  i.  If  Chrift  be  the  mercy  of  mercies,  the  medium  of  .con- 
'Veying  all  other  mercies,  from  God  to  men:  then,  in  vain,  do 
men  expeSf,  and  hope  for  mercy  of  God,  mt  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
'  Ikaow  mgny  poor  fin|iers  comfort  themfelves  with  this,  when 
Acy  come  upon  a  bed  of  ficknefs ;  1  am  finful,  but  God  is  mer- 
iafol :  and  it  is  very  true,  God  is  merciful ;  plenteous  in  mer- 
cy;  his  mercy  is  great  above  the  heavens ;'  mercy  pleafeth  him : 
aod  all  this  they  that  are  in  Chrifl:  (hall  find  experimentally,  to 
ibeir  comfort  and  falvation.  But  what  is  all  this  to  thee,  if 
ihou  art  Chriftlefs  ?  There  is  not  one  drop  of  faving  mercy  that 
comes  in  any  other  channel  thian  Chrift,  to  the  foul  of  any  roan. 

But  niuft  I  then  expeft  no  mercy  out  of  Chrift  ?  This  is  a 
bard  cafe ;  very  uncomfoirtahle  doftrine.  Yes,  thou  mayeft  be 
iCbriftlefs,  and  covenantlefs  foul,  and  yet  havie  variety  of  tem- 
^ral  mercies,  as  Iftjmacl  had,  Gen.  xvii.  20,  21.  God  may 
ji7c  thee  the  falnsfe  of  the  earth,  riches,  honours,  pleafures, 
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a  numerous  and  profperous  pofterity ;  Will  that  coattot  ihee? 
Yes,  yes,  if  I  may  have  heaven  too :  No,  bo,  nieither  heavto, 
nor  pardon,  nor  any  other  ipirituat,  or  eternal  mercy,  maybe 
expected  out  of  Chrift,  Jude,  ver.  3t  i,  O  deceive  not  yoorfelves 
in  this  point  {  there  are  two  bars  betwixt  you  ^tA  all  fpiritqal 
mercies,  viz.  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  the  filth  of  fin :  a^d  nothbg, 
but  your  own  un'ton  with  Ghrift,  can  remove  ih^fe,  and  £>  o- 
pen  the  pa(Iage  for  fpiritual  mercies  to  your  fouls. 

Why,  but  t  will  repent  of  fln,  ftrive  to  obey  the  comminds 
of  God,  make  reAitution  for  the  wrongs  1  have  dobe,  eryto 
God  for  mercy,  bind  my  Ibul  with  vows,  «nd  ftrong  rclbJotiwi 
againft  fin,  for  time  to  come :  will  not  all  this  lay  ^  ground' 
work  tor  hppe  of  mercy  to  my  foul  \  No,  no^  thb  t^H  tiot,  thii' 
cannot  do  it. 

Firfi^  All  your  firrdivs,  tears,  and  mournings  for  fin,  cw* 
not  obtain  mercy :  could  you  (bed  as  many  tears  for  any  ooe  fia 
that  ever  you  committed,  as  all  the  children  of  Adam  have  (heil 
upon  any  account  whatfoevcr,  fince  the  creation  of  the  worW; 
they  will  not  purchafe  the  pardon  of  that  one  iln ;  for  the  lav 
accepts  no  (hort  payment ;  it  requires  plenary  fatisfa£tio&,  tod 
will  not  difcharge  any  foul  without  it :  nor  can  it  acknowledge, 
or  own  your  fouls  to  be  fuch.  The  repentance  of  a  fool  finds, 
through  Chrift,  aqcepiincc  with  God,  but  out  of  him  'ds  do- 
thing, 

Secondly,  All  yonr  Jlrivings  to  obey  the  eommands  of  God, 
and  live  more  ftriAly  for  time  to  come,  will  not  obtain  mercy. 
Mat.  V,  2Q.  "  Except  your  righteoufnefs  (hall  exceed  the  righte* 
<*  oufnefs  of  the  Scribes  ^nd  Phcirifees,  ye  <hall  id  t)o  caie  eoKf 
^*  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."* 

Thirdly^  Your  refiitutm^  and  reparation  of  V^roAgs  you  !«▼« 
done,  cannot  obtain  mercy :  Judas  reftt>red,  and  yet  was  dam- 1 
ned.  Mauls  repaired,  but  God  is  not,  Remrffioa  is  the  aft 
of  God,  'tis  he  muf>  toofe  your  coufQieuces  frooi  the  bood  o( 
guilt,  or  they  cftn  never  be  loofed. 

Fourthly t  All  your  cries  to  God  for  mertjy,  vriM  BOt  prewil 
for  mercy,  if  you  be  out  of  Chrift,  Mat.  Vii.  a^.  Job  xxvii,  2j/. 
A  righreous  judge  will  not  reverfe  the  juft  fentence  rf  the  hw, 
ti^ough  the  priioner  at  the  bar  fail  upon  his  ksets,  and  ay, 
Mercy,  mercy,  , 

Fi/tbfy,  Your  ^ows  and  engagements  to  'God  for  time  lo 
come,  cannot  obtain  mercy ;  for  they  being  made  in  your  owo 
Orength,  'ris  impoffibfe  y6u  (hould  keep  them ;  and  if  you  cooM, 

Jet  it  is  jmpoflibl^  they  (honld  obtain  remiffion  and  mercy  t 
io«14  you  fttver  Co  more  fpi»  tK»e  to  come,  yet  how  fli^UGol 
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be  iktisfied  fior  fios  pad  ?  Joftice  mud  have  fatisfaftion,  or  yoa 
aa.  0€ver.have  remiffioD,  Rom.  iii.  25^  26.  and  no  work 
vrroaght  b7  man  caa  fatisfy  divine  juAice;  nor  U  the  iatisfa^H- 
fan  of  Chriil  made  over  to  any  for  their  difcharge,  but  to  Uich, 
xttly,  as  are  in  him ;  therefore,  never  expef^  mercy  out  of  Chrifh 
Infer,  %,  Js  Chrijl,  the  mercy  of  mercies,  greater^  better; 
etid  more  necejfary  th<^n  alt  other  mercies ;  then  let  no  inferior 
ffurcy  fatisfy  you  for  your  portion. 
God  bach  mercies  of  all  forts  to  give,  but  Chrifl:  Is  the  chief* 
V  the  prioie  Biercy  of  all  mercies :  O  be  not  fatisf^ed  without  that 
1  BWfcy.  Whea  ♦  Lather  had  a  rich  prefent  fent  him,  ••  he  pro- 
"  lefied  God  (hould  not  pat  him  ofFfo :"  and  David  was  of  the 
fime  aiad,  Ffal.  Jitvij.  14.  If  the  Lord  (hould  give  any  of  you 
the  dcfires  of  your  hearts  in  the  good  things  of  this  life,  let  not 
that  iatisfy  yon,  whilfl  you  are  ChriAleft.    For, 

^irjlf  What  is  there  in  thcfc  earthly  enjoyments,  whereof 
the  vileft  men  have  not  a  greater  fulnefs  than  you  ^  Job  3ul.  7> 
8,  9,  io»  II.  Pfal.  xviL  10.  and  Ixxiii.  3,  12. 

SeeotuUy^  What  comfort  can  all  thefe  things  give  to  a  ibul  al« 
ready  condemned,  as  thou  art  ?  John  iii.  18. 

Tikir4fy,  What  fweetnefs  can  be  in  them,  whilft  they  are  all 
oolafiAified  things  to  you  i  enjoyments,  and  fanfiification,  ara.' 
two  dtftinA  things,  P&l  xxxvii.  16,  Prov.  x.  22.     Thouiaads 
of  QB&nfbified  enjoyments  will  not  yield  your  fouls  one  drop  of 
felid  fpiritual  comfort. 

Fourthly,  What  pleafbre  can  you  take  in  thefe  things,  o€ 
which  death  muft,.(hordy,  llrip  you  naked  ?  You  mufl  die,  yoa 
mud  die;  and  whoie  then  ihali  all  thofe  things  be,  for  which 
yoa  have  laboured  ?  Be  not  fo  fond,  to  think  of  leaving  a  great 
name  behind  you }  'tis  but  a  poor  felicity  (as  Chryfoftorae  well 
ohierve?)  to  be  tormented  where  thou  art,  and  praiied  where 
tfKMs  art  not  f :  the  fweeter  yonr  portion  hath  been  on  earth,  the 
Dore  intolerable  will  your  condition  be  in  hell ;  yea,  thefe  earth«^ 
ly  delights  do  not  only  increaie  the  torments  of  the  damned,  but 
aifo  prepare  (as  they  are  inAruments'of  fm)  the  fouls  of  men  for 
damnattoo,  Prov.  i.  32.  <'  Surely  the  profperity  of  fools  (ball 
♦•  deftroy  them,"  Be  reftlefs,  therefore,  till  Chrift,  the  mercy 
of  mercies,  be  the  root  and  fountain^  yielding  and  fan^ftifyiag 
all  other  mercies  to  you.  v 
Infer.  3,  /t-OSrj*,  the  mercy  of  mercies,  infinitely  Letter  than 

•  Valie  prctejiatus  funiy  me  nolle  Jic  ah  eo  fatiari,     Luth. 
t  For^  then  the  derouring  flame  burns  op  thofe  whom  carmil  plea* 
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ail  other  mercies  ;  th^n  let  all  that  be  in  Chrift  he  content,  andwll 
Jatisfied,  whatever  other  inferior  mercies  the  wifdom  of  God  ftn 
Jit  to  deny  them.     You  have  a  Beojamia's  poriioD,  a  plendtdl 
inheritaoce  ia  Chrift;    will  you  yet  compbin  ?    Otbers  have 
houfes,  ({3leadid  aud  magnificeot  upon  earth ;  but  you  ha« 
"  ao  houfe  made  without  hands,    eteroal  ia  the  heavens," 
2  Cor*  V.  I.     Others  are  cloathed  with  rich  aod  coftiy  apparel^ 
your  ibuls  are  clothed  with  the  white,  pure  robes  of  Chrift's 
righteoufuefs.    Ifa.  hi.  lo.  *'  I  will  greatly  rejoice  ia  the  Lord, 
''  zny  Ibul  (hall  be  joyful  in  my  God :  for  he  hath  cloathed  me 
**  with  the  garment  of  falvation,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the 
'*  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himfelf  with 
**  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  ^idorneth  herfelf  with  jewels." 
Let  thofe  that  have  full  tables,  heavy  purfes,  rich  lands,  hot 
no  Chrifl;  be  rather  objects  of  your  pity,  than  envy :  it  is  bet* 
ter,  like  ftore-cattle,  to  be  kept  lean  and  hungry;  than,  with 
'  the  fatted  ox,  to  tumble  in  flowery  meadows,  thence  to  be  led 
away  to  the  fhambles.    God  hath  not  a  better  mercy  to  g^ve 
than  Chrift,  thy  portion ;  in  him  s^il  ceccfTaVy  mer'cies  are  fe- 
cured  to  thee,  and  thy  wants  and  ftraits  fandified  to  thy  good. 
Ol  therefore,  never  open  thy  mouth  to  complain  againft  the 
bountiful  God 

Infer.  4.  Is  Chrift  the  mercy t  (i.  e.)  he  in  whom  all  the  ten- 
der mercies  of  God  towards  poor  finncrs  are  ;  then  let  nonebedij- 
couraged  in  going  to  Chriji,  by  reafon  of  the  fm  and  unworthimfi 
that  are  in  them  :  his  very  name  \s  mercy,  and  as  his  name  is,  io 
is  he.  Poor  drooping  finner,  encourage  thyfclf  in  the  way  of 
Faith ;  the  Chrift  to  whom  thpu  art  going,  is  mercy  it&lf  ta 
broken-hearted  fmners,  moving  towards  him  in  the  way  of 
faith  :  doubt  not  that  mercy,  will  repolfe  thee ;  it  is  againft 
both  its  name,  and  nature,  io  to  do. .  Jefus  Chrift  is  fo  merci- 
ful to  poor  fouls,  that  come  to  him,  that  he  hath  received  and 
pardoned  the  chiefeft  of  finners  j  men  that  ftood  as  remote  from 
mercy,  as  any  in  the  world,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  i  Cor.  vi.  11.  T^ofc 
that  ftied  the  blood  of  Chrift,  have  yet  been  waftied  in  that 
blood  from  their  fjn,  Afts  ii.  36,  37.  Mercy  receives  fioners, 
without  exception  of  great  and  heinous  ones,  johnvii  37. 
*'  If  any  man  thirft,  let  him  cpme  to  mc  and  drink,"  Golpcl 
invitations  run,  ia  general  terms,  to  all  fmners  that  are  heavy 
laden.  Mat.  xi.  28.  Whed  Mr.  Bilncy,  the  martyr,  heard  a  nji- 
iiifler  ipreaching  at  thij^rate,  O  thou  old  finner,  who  haft  been 
Serving  the  devil  tbefe  fifty  or  ffxty  years ;  doft  thou  think  that 
Chrift  will  receive  thee  now  ?  O  !  faid  he,  what  a  preach'mg  of 
Chrift  is  here  ?  Had  Chrift  been  thus  preached  tome  in  the  day 
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of  my  trouble  for  fin,  what  had  become  of  me  ?  But,  blefied  be 
God,  there  \%  a  fufficiency,  both  of  merit,'  and  mercy,  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  for  all  finners,  for  the  vileft  among  finners,  whofe  hearts 
ihaJJ  be  made  willing  to  come  unto  him.  So  merciful  is  the 
Lor(f  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  moves  firft,  Ha.  Txii.  i,  ,2.  fo  merciful, 
that  he  upbraids  none,  Ezck.  xviii.  22.  fo  merciful,  that  he  will 
not  defpife  the  weakeft,  if  fincere,  defircs  of  fouls,  Ifa.  xlii.  3.  * 
fo  merciful,  that  nothing  more  grieves  him,  than  out;  unwilling- 
nefs  to  come  unto  him  for  mercy,  John  v.  40.  fo  merciful,  that 
he  waiteth,  to  the  laft,  upon  finners,  to  fhew  them  m^rcy,  Rom. 
X.  21.  Mat.  xxiiL  37.  in  a  word,  fo  merciful,  that  it  is  his 
greated  joy  when  finners  come  uotb  him,  that  he  may  (hew 
them  mercy,  Luke  xv.  5,  22. 

Object,  But  yet  it  cannot  enter  into  my  thoughts  that  I  (houid 
obtain  mercy. 

&/.  Fitjt^  You  meafure  God  by  yourfelves,  i  Sam.  xxiv.  19. 
"  If  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  him  go  well  away  ?"  Mao 
will  not,  but  the  merciful  God  will,  upon  the  (ubmiiFion  of  the 
fcocmies  to  him. 

Secondly i  You  are  difcouraged,  becaufe  you  have  not  tried. 
Go  to  Jefus  Qhrift,  poor  diftreffed  finners ;  try  him,  and  then 
report  what  a  Chrift  thou  findeft  him  to  be. 

Qhjt^.  But  1  have  ncglefted  the  time  of  mercy,  and  now  it  is 
too  late. 

M.  How  know  you  that  ?  Have  you  feen  the  book  of  life,  or 
turned  over  the  records  of  eternity  ?  Or  do  you  not  unwarrant- 
ably intrude  into  the  fecrcts  of  God,  which  belong  not  to  you  ? 
Befides,  if  the  treaty  were  at  an  end,  how  is  it  that  thy  heart 
is  DOW  diftrefled  for  fin,  and  follicitous  after  deliverance  from  it  ? 
OhjeB.  But  I  have  waited  long,  and  yet  fee  no  Aiercy  for  me. 
&oL  May  not  mercy  be  coming,  and  you  not  fee  it  ?  Or  have 
you' not  waited  at  the  wrong  door  ?  If  you  wait  for  the  mercy 
of  God  through  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  humiliation  and  faith, 
and  continue  waiting;  affuredly  mercy  (hall  come  at  laft. 
.  infer.  5.  Hath  God  per  farmed  the  mercy  promifed  to  the  Fa^ 
ihers,  the  great  mercy,  the  capital  mercy ^  Jefus  Chnjl  ;  then  let 
910  man  dtftrufi  God  for  the  performance  of  leffer  mercies  y  contain* 
ed  in  any  other  promifes  of  the  fcripture.  The  performance  of 
this  mercy  (ecures  the  performance  of  all  other  mercies  to  \ku 
For, 

Firft^  Chrift  is  a  greater  mercy  tban  any  other  which  yet  re-- 
mains  to  be  performed,  Rom.  viii,  32. 

Secondly ^  This  mercy  virtually  comprehends  all  other  mercies, . 
I  Cor.  ill.  C5 1,  22,  23, 
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Thirdly,  The  promifes  that  contain  ai!  other  ftiefdes>  are  ra- 
tifird  and  coofirmcd  to  believers  to  ChritV,  2.  Cor.  i.  lo. 

Fourthly,  it  was  moch  more  improbable  tha^God  would  be« 
fiow  his  own  Son  upon  the  world,  than  that  be  flionld  beftovr 
any  other  mercy  upon  it.  Wait,  therefore,  in  a  comfortable 
expe^ation  of  the  fulfilling  of  all  the  red  of  the  proifoifesiA 
their  feafons.  Hath  he  given  thee  Chrift  ^  He  will  give  the« 
bread  to  eait»  raiment  to  put  on,  fupport  in  troubles,  and  what* 
(bever  elift  xhy  foul  or  body  ft^nds  in  need  of :  The  bleffiogs 
contained  in  all  other  promifes,  are  folly  fccured  by  the  perform 
■laQce  of  (his  great  promife ;  thy  pardon,  peace,  accepiaoci 
with  God  now,  and  enjoyment  of  him  for  ever,  fhall  be  fdfil* 
kd  :  The  great  mercy,  Chrifl^  makes  way  for  all  other  merdes 
to  the  fouls  of  bclicvtrs. 

Infer.  6.  LafUy,  How  mad  are  they  that  part  ivith  Chri/i,  tk 
hefi  of  mercies  J  to  fecure  and  preferve  any  temporal  lejfer  memei 
tothemfelves  !  Thus  Demas  and  Judas  gave  up  ChrlU  to  gaiaa 
little  of  the  world  ;  O  foul-undoing  bargain  !  How  dear  do  they 
pay  for  the  world,  that  purchafe  it  with  the  lofs  of  Chrift,  and 
their  own  peace  for  ever  i  . 

BUJfed  be  Cod  for  Jefus  Chrift ,  the  mercy  qf  mercies. 

SERMON      XIL 

Containing  a  third  Motive  to  caliycn  the  general  Ex- 
hortation, from  a  third  Title  of  Chkist. 

Cant.  t.  Part  of  Verfe  i6.  — — Tea^  He  is  altogether  lovely. 

AT  the  ninth  verfe  of  this  chapter,  you  have  a  query  pro- 
pounded to  ibefpoufe,  by  the  daughters  of  Jerufalemi 
**  What  is  thy  beloved  more  th4n  another  beloved  V*  To  this 
queftion  the  fpoufe  returns  her  anfwcr  in  the  foilowrng  terfcs, 
wherein  (lie  alierts  his  excellency  in  general,  Ver.  lo.  "  Hc-iJ 
^*  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thoufands  ;"  confirms  that  general  aP 
fertion,  by  an  enumeration  of  his  particular  excellencies,  rorvcr/ 
r6.  where  (he  doles  up  her  charaSier  and  encomium  of  her  be* 
loved,  With  an  elegant  epiphonema^  in  the  words  that  1  have  read; 
••  Yea,  he  is  altogether  lovely." 

The  worcjs,  you  fee,  are  an  affirmative  prqpofition,  fettfe^ 
forth  the  tranfcendcnt  lovelinefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi  i  ^ 
naturally  refolve  tbemfelves  into  three  parts^  vis. 
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I.  The  fubjcft. 

a.  The  predicate. 

3.  The  manner  of  predication, 

hrfi,  Thc/uhjeif,  He,  viz,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  after  wBpia 
(he  had  been  feeking.  for  whom  (he  was  iick  of  love  >  coocerar 
ing  whom  cheie  daughters  of  Jerufaleoi  had  enquired  :  wbooi 
(he  had  ebdeavoured  fo  graphically  to  defcribe  in  his  particular 
excellencies.  This  is  the  great  aad  exc^Ueut  fubgcQ  of  whot^ 
Ac  here  fpeaks. 

Secondly y  The  prtdicatey  or  what  (he  affirmetby  or  faith  of 
bion,  viz.  That  he  is  2l  lovely  one^  Machamaddim,  defire«;  accor« 
diog  to  the  import  of  the  ♦  original,  *•  which  fignifies  earocftly^ 
"  to  defire,  covet ;  or  long  after  that  which  15  moft  pleafao% 
**  grateful,  delegable,  and  adiBirable  ;"  The  original  word  is 
both  in  the  ahfira^,  and  of  the  plurtj number ^  whicfr  fpeaks  CbriH: 
to  be  the  very  eflence  of  all  delights  and  pleafures ;  the  very  ibul 
and  fiibftance  of  tiiem.  .4$  all  the  rivers  are  gathered  into  tht 
oceaa,  which  is  the  congregation  or  oaeetiog-placc  of  all  the  wa- 
ters in  the  world  !  fo  Chrift  is  that  ocean  in  whidi  all  true  do«' 
l^hts  and  pleafures  meet. 

I  Thirdly,  The  manner  of  predica/tim :  He  is  [altogether'}  lovely, 
^otus,  totns  dejideralnlis ;  lovely  in  all,  and  in  every  part :  as  jf 
Ibe  had  iaid,  Look  on  him,  in  what  refpe^  or^  particular  you  will  % 
»ft  your  eye  upon  this'  lovely  objcjft,  and  view  him  any  way  ; 
torn  him  in  your  ferious  thoughts,'  which  way  you  will ;  coaft* 
Jcr  his  perfoa,  his  offices,  his  works,  or  aay  other  thing  belong*- 
ag  to  him ;  yoq  fhall  find  him  altogether  lovely :  There  h  no» 
ibing  ungrateful  in  him;  there  is  nothing  lovely  without  him. 
fJence  note. 
Daft.  That  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  lovehjl  per fm  fouls  €anfit  theit 

eyes  upon,   Pfal.  xlv.  2^  "  Thott  ari  fairer  than  the  childreo 

"  of  mea." 
That  is  (aid  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  cannot  be  laidof  any  crea* 
ore ;  ^hat  he  is  '^  alt^ogethor  lonely*"    Ia  opcoiog  this  lovelj 
mXn  I  fhall, 

1.  Weigh  the  importance  of  this  phrafe,  **  altogether  lovely.** 

2.  Shew  you  in  what  r  efpcfts  Chrift  is  fok 

firfl.  Let  ps  weigh  thi«  exccUcnt  expreiSoa,  a«d  particularly 
oaGder  what  is^contaiued  iuit^  and  y<^u  ftiaU  fiod  thlis  d&jU:«£> 
ion,  **  Altogether  loyely ;"  , 

*  Stgnijtcat  appetere,  e^pctert  qi^itjfif^^um^  gtai\ffft^  veihf* 
^fu^y  utile  9i  mmhik  ^^    Pa^  , 
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Firft^  That  it  excludes  all  unlovelinefs,  and  dtflaftefoloefs, 
from  jcfu»  Chrift.  So  +  Vatablus  ;  •*  There  is  nothiog  in  him 
•*  which  is  not  amiable  :"  The  excellencies  of  "Jefus  Chrift  are 
perfeftly  exclufive  of  all  their  oppofites ;  there  is  nothing  of  a 
contrary  nature,  or  qaality  found  in  him,  to  alloy,  or  debafehis 
excellency.  And  in  this  refpcft  Chrift  infinitely  tranfceods  the 
snoft  excellent  and  lovelieft  creatures.  For  whatfoever  lovelioels 
is  found  in  them,  it  is  not  without  a  diftafteful  tang ;  tbefairefl 
pifturcs  muft  have  theiryi&jdlrii;j ;  The  moft  orient,  and  traof 
plendent  flones,  muft  have  their/oiTf  to  fet  off  their  beauty;  the 
beft  creature  is  but  a  bitter  fweet,  at  beft :  If  there  be  fomewhat 
'plcafing,  there  is  alfo  fomewhat  diftafting  ;  if  there  be  graciouJ 
and  natural  excellencies  in  the  fame  perfon,  to  delight  us,  yet 
there  is,  alfo,  fome  natural  corruption  intermixed  with  it,  totf 
tafte  us.  But  it  is  not  fo  in  our  altogether  lovely  Chrift ;  his 
excellencies  are  pure,  and  unmixed ;  he  is  a  iea  of  fweetsefi, 
whhoiit,on:e  drop  of  gall. 

Secondly,  %  Altogether  lovely^  (i.  e.)  as  there  is  nothing  unlov^ 
ly  found  in  him,  io  all  that  is  in  him  is  wholly  lovely ;  as  ewrj 
ray  of  God  is  precious,  fo  every  thing  that  is  in  Chrift  is  prcd- 
ous  :  Who  can  weigh  Chrift  in  a  pair  of  balances,  and  tell  joo 
what  his  worth  is  ?  '**  His  price  is  above  rubies^  and  all  that  ttoii 
*«  canft  defire  is  not  to  be -compared  with  hrm,"  Prov-  viii*  ii. 

Thirdly,  Altogether  lovely,  (i.  e.)  He  is  comprehenfive  of  aB 
things  that  are  lovely;  he  fcals  up  the  Turn  of  all  lovclincfs: 
:  ^ae  faciunt  divifa  ieatum,  m  hoc  mixta  Jluimt ;  Things  that 
ftiine  as  fingle  ftars,  with  a  particular  glory,  all  meet  in  Chrift, 
as  a  glorious  coaftellation.  Col.  i.  19.  **  It  pleafed  the  Father 
**  that  in  hina  ftiould  all  fulnefs  dwell.'*  Caft  your  eyes  amonj: 
all  created  beings,  furvey  the  univerfc,  obCerve  ftrength  io  00c, 
beauty  in  a  fecond,  faithfulnefs  in  a  third,  wifdom  in  a  foerth} 
but  you  (hall  find  none  excelling  in  them  all,  as  Chrift  doib. 
Bread  hath  one  quality,  water  another,  raiment  another,  pbyfic 
koother ;  but  txone  hath  all  in  itfelf,  as  Chrift  hath  :  He  isbreai 
to  the  hungry,  water  to  the  thirfty,  a  garment  to  the  naked, 
healing  to  the  wounded  j  and  whatever  a  foul  can  deCre>  is  foooJ 
in  him,    i  Cor.  i.  30. 

Fourthly,  Altogether  lovely y  (i.  c.)  Nothing  is  lovely  in  fl?^ 
'fiti6n  to  him,  or  in  feparation  from  him.  If  he  be  altogetbtfi 
Jovely,  then  whatfoever  is  oppofite  to,  or  feparate  from  hinii  ctf 

.  f  Nihil  in  ee  quod'  n9f{  eft  amalile* 

\  The  more  excellent  he  is,  the  more  is  he  to  be  fouglit  after  bf 
earneft  prayers  ^  delires.     Brightmatt. 
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bivc  no  lovelinefs  in  it ;  take  away  Chrift,  and  where  is  the 
lovelinefs  of  any  enjoyment  ?  The  beft  creature-comfort  out  of 
Chrift,  is  but  a  broken  ciftern  ;  it  cannot  hold  one  drop  of  true 
comfort,  Pfal.  Ixxili.  26.  It  is  with  the  creature,  the  fwcetcft 
and  iovelieft  creature,  as  with  a  beautiful  image  in  the  glafs  : 
turn  away  the  face,  and  where  is  the  imagei  Riches,  honours, 
and  comfortable  relations,  are  fweet,  when  the  face  of  Chriit 
fmiles  upon  us  through  ihem ;  but  without  him,  what  empty 
trifles  are  they  all  ? 

Fifthly,  Altogether  lovely^  (5.  c.)  Tranfcending  all  created 
excellencies,  in  beauty  and  lovelinefs;  fo  much  it  fpeaks.  If 
jou compare  Cbrift  and  other  things,  be  they  never  fo  lovely, 
Qcver  fo  excellent,  and  defirable ;  ChriA  carries  away  all  ioveli-  * 
ncfs  from  them  :  "  He  is  (faith  the  apoftle)  before  all  things,** 
Cd.  i.  ly.  Not  only  before  all  things,  in  time,  nature  and  or- 
der ;  but  before  all  things,  in  dignity,  glory,  and  true  excellency  : 
In  all  things  he  muft  have  the  pre-eminence.  For  let  us  but 
compare  Chrift's  excellency  with  the  creatures,  in  a  few  particu- 
hrs,  and  ho\i^  evidently  will  the  tranfcendent  lovelinefs  of  Jefus 
Chrift  appear !  For, 

Fir  ft.  All  other  lovelinefs  is  cfeWiwriw  and  fecondary ;  but 
the  lovelinefs  of  Chrift  is  original  and  primary.  Angels  and 
aen,  the  world,  and  all*the  defirables  in  it,  receive  what  excel- 
cncy  they  have  from  him  ;  they  are  ftreams  from  the  fountain : 
But  as  the  waters,  in  the  fountain  itfelf,  arc  more  abundant;  lb 
more  pure  and  ||  pleafant  than  the  ftreajotis  :  And  the  farther  any 
thiQg  departs  and  is  removed  from  its  fountain  and  original,  the 
lefs  excellency  there  is  in  it. 

Secondly^  The  lovelinefs  and  excellency  of  all  other  things,  is 
but  relative^  and  refpediive^  cdnfifting  in  its  reference  to  Chrift, 
and  fubftrviency  to  his  glory  ;'  but  Chrift  is  lovely,  confidered 
abfolutely  in  himfclf :  He  is  defirabl^  for  himfelf,.  other  things 
are  fo  for  him. 

Thirdly,  The  beanty  and  lovelinefs  of  all  other  things,  is  fa^r 
|ng  and  periling ;  but  the  lovelinefs  of  Chr4ft  is  frefti^  tp  all 
'  eternity  :  the  fweetnefs  of  the  beft  creatures  is  a  fading  flower ;  if 
pot  before,  yet  certainly  at  death,  it  rftuft  fade  away.  Job  iv.  21. 
V  Doth  not  their  excellency,  which  is  in  them,  go  aws^y  ?"  Yes, 
yes,  whether  natural  excellendeis  of  the  body,  or  acquired  endqw- 
ttents  of  the  mind,  lovely  features,  apiablc  qualities,  atiraftiog 

'     .      '      i   \  .T  t  2    " 

I  Dulcitij  ex  ipfofonie  hthuntur  aqua.     Waters  drink  more  plea- 
HDtly  frpm  tha  fountain  itfclt 
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rxcclteadef  •,  dl  Aefc,  like  pkafaat  flowers,  arc  withered,  faded, 
^d  deftrdyed,  by  death  ;  "  biit  Chrjft  is  fiill  ihe  faoae,  ycftet- 
**  day>  to  day,  and  for  ever,"  Heb.  xiii.  8. 

Fourthly^  The  beauty  ^nd  loveltnefe  of  creatures  arp  ^Jharmgt 
atnd  dangerous  ^  a  man  may  make  an  idol  thereof,  nqd  doip,  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  moderation,  upoi^  thena  ;  but  there  is  oo 
danger  of  excefs  in  thcr  lore  of  Chrirt  :  The  foul  i$  thc^  in  the 
jiealr^ft  frame  and  temper,  wheu  it  is  mol^  i^ck  of  lo?e  to  Chrlfl, 
jCant,  V.  8. 

Pifthfy,  The  IprpKneft  of  crery  cresrture  is  of  a  chyingTOii 
glutting  nature ;  Mr  efKmation  of  it  abates,  ^ad  finks  by  oof 
liearer  approach  to  it,  or  longer  enjoyment  of  it ;  creatures,  like 
piftures,  arc  faircfV  at  a  due  diftancc :  but  it  is  not  fo  vidf 
Chrift;  the  nearer  the  foul  approacheth  him,'  and  the  Jpngcr  ir 
lives  In  the  cujoyment  of  Wm,  ftill  the  naore  iwect  aud  defirablfl 
fs  he. 

Sixikfy,  aud  lafify,  AH  Other  lotreKnefe  is  unfytisfying,  apd 
Araitening  to  the  iotti  of  man ;  there  is  not  room  enough  in  aoj 
Me,  or  m  all  the  creatures,  for  the  foul  of  man*' to  dilate  and 
expatiate  itfelf ;  but  it  (lill  feels  itfelf  confined,  and  narrowed 
ivlthm  thqfe  flrait  limits  ^  t  Add  this  comes  to  pafs  from  the 
Inadequatenef^,  and  linfultablenefs  of  tkc  creature,  to  the  nobier 
tod  n^ore  exceilent  (o^l  of  man  *,  which  like  a  (hip  \n  a  narrow 
fiver,  h!|th  not  ropm  to  turn ;  and,  bc^idtss,  is  ever,  and  anon, 
jlriking  ground,  and  foundering  in  thofc  (hallows.  Bat  jefus 
p,hr\i)  is  pvcry  w^y  ^dego^tc  to  the  yaft  defires  of  the  fdui;  k 
Kim  it  hi»th  fct  room  enotrgh ;  there  it  inay  fpread  ^11  its  fails, 
fio  fe^r  of  touching  the  bottotn.  And  thus  you  fee  what  js  the 
fmportsince  of  this  phrafe*  4^together  iovefy 

Sfe^ndiy,  Nei^t  |  proniifed  to  (hew  yo^  in  M^hat  relpefls  Jc* 
fus  Chrift  is  altogether  lovely.    And,  , 

Firft,  He  ji  apogethr  fovtly  irf  his  perfmi  a  Deity  dwcf- 
ling  \vk  flefh,  John  i.  ^4.  The  wonderful  union  apd  pcrfcftioQ 
pf  the  divine  and  human  uature  in  ChrifV,  render  him  an  objcft 
of  adn^iratioii,  find  adoration  tcji  angels  and  tneu,  i  Tim^  iii.  |5. 
f3od  never  prefcpted  to  the  world  iuich  a  vtfion  pf  glory  before ; 
,  And  tbet^,  confider  hoM?  the^  hua»p  nature  qf  our  JU)rd  J[eft^ 
fJhrift  is  replenifl^ed  with  all  the  grapes  of  the  Spirit,  fo  as  ficvcr 
J  '  •  • 

f  Vnus  Peff^  JMVJeni  nm  fufflcU  <^ih » 
>  Mfinai  fpfsnUx  angujio  in  litnHif  ^f^V^ndt.     \ 

Qn^  t^orid  is  not  ifafficiept  for  the  Macedonian  youth ;  (viz.  Alexr 
ybdet)  h&fi^st^  ^r  being  oooiine^  wit|tiQ  ^hf  parrow  b^undftry  of 
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$oy  of  all  the  faiots  was  filled ;  O  how  lovtlf  doth  tKt»  render 
km  I  John  ill.  31.  ''  God  gtfelh  tiot  the  Spirit  bj  tdearure  cru*^ 
^*  to  him :"  This  makes  hiiii  fairer  than  the  ehtldrefl^  of  men^ 
grace  being  pbured  into  his  lip9,  ^fal.  3tlv.  2.  If  a  (inali  mea-^ 
fure  of  grace  ia  the  faiots,  makes  them  fnch  fwe^t  atid  defirable 
jcompaaioos;  what  mnR  the  xUkt^  dod  foltiefs  6f  the  Spirit  of 
grace,  filUog  Jcfus  Chrift  withom  nieaiufe,  make  htiti  m  the 
^c9  of  believtrs  ?  0  what  a  glory  $iad  a  I^Ilre  ibaft  it  flamp^^up^ 
OD  bia>  I 

Secondly,  Hr  is  att^etker  hvety  in  hit  sffiw :.  fot  let  tit  btxt 
coofKler  the  fuitabfeoels,  falnef^  and  bodifortableiieis  of  them. 

Firft,  The /uitaNen^ft  of  the  offices  pf  Chrift  to  tht  miferic* 
hd  waists  of  men  $  aod  we  cionat  bot  iKiore  the  inlbtte  wififafly 
of  God  iu  his  invtftitare  with  tbetfi ;  we  arc,  by  traiure,  Wintf 
aod  igooraor,  stt  heft  but  groprqg  m  the  dim  light  of  datiife 
after  God,  Afts  Xvii.  17.-  Jcfai  Chrift  ii  a  light  to  figheenr  the 
Gentiles,  Ifa.  i^lix.  6.  When  this  great  prophet  came  Irttd  tbd 
vorld,  then  did  the  day'*fprtrtg  from  on  high  viCt  ti^  Ltkt  h 
7d.  The  (late  of  nature  is  a  Aate  of  aKeiiatioa  from,  atid  en^ 
mity  againft  God ;  Ghrifl  comes  mto  the  world  zt  attontng  ia* 
crifice,  njaking  peace  by  the  Wood'  of  hfs  ctoIs,  Col.  i.  26.  All 
the  world,  by  nature,  arc  iu  boiKbge^fld  captivity  to  S^itati,  a 
lamentable  thraldom  5  Chrift  6ottfes,  with  at  kiogly  powei^,  W 
refcuc  fianer$,  as  a  prey  from  the  moinh  of  the  terribk  doe.    ' 

Seccmdly,  Lti  thtfytntfs  of  his  offices  he  alfo  COflrfidertd*  by 
reafon  hereof  he  is  able  "  to  faVe  to  the  uttcraioft;  ali  that 
"come  to  God  by  him,"  Heb,  in.  1 5*.  The  tiVrtre  ofBcJes,  cfontt- 
piifiog  in  them  all  that  onr  fouis^  do  liieed,  becbode  ad  u&iverfd 
relief  to  ail  Qur  wants ;  and  thd^fore, 

Thinlly^  Unfpeakably  totrfr^rtabl^  (adf  the  Offices  of  Chrift 
be  to  the  jods  of  fianers.  If  ilahc  be  pteafanft  to  our  eyes,  how 
pleafant  is  that  light  of  fifefpritigittg  from  the  Sun  of  righteoufi 
fiefs  \  Maf.  W.  2.  If  a  pardon  be  ^eet  to  a  condemoei  male^^ 
feftor,  how  {^jifeet  muft  the  fprinWing  the  Wood  of  Jefus  be  to 
the  t|!embling  coaicience  of  ar  larwcondettifled  finner  Mf  a  refcui^ 
from  a  cruel  tyrant  be  fweet  to  a  pdof  captive;  hciw  fwcet  miTll 
|i  be  to  the  ears  of  enflaved  finners,  to  hear  the  vtnctf  of  liberty 
and  dclmrance  proclaimed  by  Jeftis  Chiift  ?  Out  6f  the  feveral 
offices  of  Chrift,  as  out  of  ia  many  fountains,  ail  the  promrfe^ 
of  the  ftew  covenat>t  thw^  as  fo  many  fouNrcfreftingftreamrof 
peace  and  joy :  all  the  promHes  of  illumination,  couniel  and  di-i 
reftioQ  SoM^otrt  of  the  prophetical  office ;  aR  the  proroifes  of  re* 
eoociliatlon,  peace,  pardon  and  acceptation  fl6w  out  of  th'6 
^neftly  office^  with  the  fwcatitfeama^of  joy,  anifpirtnrtil  cOM; 
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forts  depending  thereupou :  all  the  protnifcs  of  coDvcrt'mg,  io« 
CTQafiog,  defending^  diredtng,  and  fupptying  grace,  flow  out 
of  the  kingiy  office  of  Chrift ;  indeed,  all  promiies  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  three  offices :  fo  that  Jefus  Chrift  muft  needs  be 
^together  kvely  in  his  offices. 

Thirdly 9  Jefus  Chrift  is  altogether  hvely  in  his  rdatioos. 

Firjl^  He  is  a  lovely  Redeemer,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  fie  came  to  opea 
the  prifon-doors  to  them  that  are  bound.  Needs  muft  this  Re- 
deemer be  a^  lovely  one,  if  we  confider  the  depth  of  mifery  from 
which  he  redeemed  us,  even  "  from  the  wrath  to  come," 
I  Theff.  i.  10.  How  lovely  was  Titus,  in  the  eyes  of  the  poor 
enthralled  Greeks,  whom  he  delivered  from  their  bondage! 
this  endeared  him  to  them  unto  that  degree,  that  when  their ii*. 
berty  was  proclaimed,  they  even  trod  one  another  to  death  to 
fee  the  herald  that  proclaimed  it ;  and  all  the  night  following, 
with  inftruments  of  mufic,  danced  about  his  tent,  crying  witii  u- 
nited  voices, "  a  Savlour„a  Saviour."  Or,  whether  we  confider  the 
numbers  redeemed^  and  the  means  of  their  rediemption.  Rev.Ti 
9.  "  And  they  fimg  a  new  fong,  faying.  Thou  art  worthy  to 
*•  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof:  for  thou  watt 
'*  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  eve- 
*'  ry  kindred  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation."  He  re- 
deemed us  not  with  filver  and  gold,  but  with  his  own  precioas 
blood,  by  way  of  price,  iPet*  i.  18,  19.  with  his  out-ftretched 
and  glorious  arm,  by  way  of  power ^  Col.  i.  13.  he  redeemed  us 
freely^  Eph,  i.  7.  fully ^  Rom.  viii,  i^feafonably^  Gal,  iv.  4; and 
out  of  fpecialand  peculiar  love^  John^xvii.  9.  In  a  word,  be 
hath  redeemed  us  for  ever,  never  mOre  to  come  into  bondage, 
I  Pet.  i.  5.  John  x.  ^8.  O  how  lovely  is  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  re- 
lation of  a  Redeemer  to  Gpd*s  eledl !  , 

Secondly,  He  is  a  lovely  bridegroom  to  all  that  he  efpoufcs  to 
himfelf .  How  doth  the  church  glory  in  him,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing in  my  text;  *'  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  Js  my 
**  Friend,  O  ye  daughters  of  Jerufalem !"  q,  d.  Heaven  and 
earth  cannot  (hew  fuch  aaother :.  which  needs  no  fuller  proof 
than  the  following  particulars^ 

Fir  ft.  That  he  efpoufes  to.himfetf,  in  mercy  and  in  loviog- 
kindnefs,  fuch  defordaed,  defiled,  and  altogether  unu^ortby 
fouls  as  we  are ;  who  have  no  beauty,- no  excellency  to  m^keos 
defirable  in  his  eyes :  all  the  fpriiigs  of  his  love  to  us  are  in  his 
own  breaft,  Deut.  yii.  7,  he  chufeth  us,  not  becaufe  we  were, 
but  that  he  might  make  u^  lovely,  Eph,  v.  27.  he  pafled  by  0$ 
when  we  lay  in  our  blood,  and  fald  unto  us,  Live;  and  that 
Vas  the  time  of  love,  Ezck.  xvL  5.  ^ 
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Secondly,  He  experts  Qoth'mg  with  us,  and  yet  bcftows  him- 
fclf,  and  all  that  he  hath,  upon  us'.  Oar  poverty  cannot  en- 
rich  hlm^  bat  he  made  himielf  poOr  to  enrich  US|  2  Cor.  viii.  9. 
1  Cori  iii.-22. 

Thirdly^  No  hofband  loves  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  as  Chrift 
loved  his  people,  Eph.  v.  25.  He  loved  the  church,  and  gave 
himielf  for  it.  "     .      . 

Fourthly,  None  bears  w'th  weakneffes  and  provocations  as 
Ghrifl  doth;  the  church  is  filled  ••  the  Lamb's  wife,"  Rev, 
xix.9.  , 

Fifthly,  No  holband  is  fo  imniortal  and  everlafling  a  huf* 
baad  as  Chrift  is ;  death  feparates  all  other  relations,  but  the 
fours  onion  with  Chrift  is  not  diflblved  in  the  grave :  yea,  the 
day  of  a  belie ve^-'s  death,  is  his  marriage  day,  the  day  of  hi$ 
fulleft  enjoyment  of  Chrift.  Np  httfl>and  can  fey  to  his  wife, 
what  Chrift  faith  to  the  believer,  "J  will  never  leave  thee,  nor 
*•  forlake  thee,**  Heb.  xiii.  5, 

Sixthly y  No  bridegroom  advanccth  his  bride  to  fuch  honours 
by  marriage^ as  Chrift  doth;  he  relates  them  to  God  as  their 
father,  and  from  that  day  the  mighty  and  glorious  angels  think 
it  nodiftibnbur  to  be  their  fervants,  Heb.  i.  14.  they  are  brought 
in  admiring  the  beauty  and  glory  of  thefpoufe  of  Chrift,  Rev, 
xxi.  9.  * 

Seventhly,  and  laftly.  No  marriage  was  ever  confummatcd  with 
that  triumphal  folemnity,  as  the  marriage  of  Chrift  and  belie- 
vers fhall  be  in  heaven,  Pfal.  xlv.  14,  15.  **  She  (hall  be  brought 
**  to  the  king  in  raiment  of  needle-work,  the  virgins,  her  com- 
*'  panions  that  follow  her,  ftiall  be  brought  unto  thee ;  with 
"  gladnefe  and  rejoicing  fliall  they  be  brought ;  they  (hall  enteT 
"  into  the  king's  palace.**  Amopg  the  Jews  the  marriage- houfe 
^vas  called  Bethillula,  the  houfe  of  praife ;  there  was  joy  upon 
all  hands,  but  none  like  the  joy  that  will  be  in  heaven,  when 
believers,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  fliall  be  brought  thither :  Cod 
the  Father  will  rejoice,  to  behold  the  WefTed  accompli Ihment  and 
confummation  of  thofe  glorious  defigns  of  his  love.  Je/us  Chrift^ 
the  Bridegroom^  will  rcjojce,  to  iee  the  travail  pf  his  foul,  the 
blcffed  birth  and  ifliie  of  aU  his  bitter  pangs  and  agonies,  Ifg. 
liii.  I  r.  The^  Holy  Spirit  will  rejoice,  to  fee  the  completion  and 
(jerfeftion  of  that  fanftifying  defi^n  which  was  committed  to  his 
hand,  2  Cor.  v.  5.  to  fee  thofe  fouls  whom  he  once  found  as 
rough  ftones,,now,to  ftiineas  the  br'^ght,  polilhed  ftonesof  the 
fpiritual  temple.  /Angels  will  rejoice :  great  was  the  joy  when 
the  foundation  of.  this  defign  was  laid,  in  the  incarnation  of 
Chrift,  Luke  ii,  13.  great  therefore  muft  their  joy  be,  when  the 
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rop-ftoM  h  fet  9p  with  (hcmciiig,  ayiag,  Grace,  grace.  The 
fyinti  themfcivei  fhall  rejoice  npfpeakablyy  whea  they  (hall  en- 
ter into  the  King's  palace,  aod  be  for  ever  with  the  ]>or<)« 
I  Theff.  IT.  17.  ladeed  there  will  be  joy  on  all  hands,  eKcept 
imoag  the  deviU  9Dd  damned ;  who  (haU  goa(h  thei/  teeth  with 
eary,  at  the  everlaiitog  advancemeQt^  aadglory  of  believers. 
Thus  Chrifc  is  altogether  lovely,  ia  therelatioQ  of  a  Brldc^ 

grOQIQ. 

Thirdly^  Cbrift  is  altogether  lovely,  iathe  relation  of  9Q  Ad^ 
vocate.  I  John  ii.  i.  "  If  any  man  fm,  we  have  an  advocate 
^  with  the  Father,  Jeius  Chrift  the  righreonf,  aad  he  is  the  pro- 
"*'  piti^tioo  ^*'  ic  is  he  that  pleads  the  caufe  of  believers  ia  be^* 
VQO  ;  appears  for  them  io  the  prefeoce  of  God,  to  prevent  9U  ne« 
breaches,  aad  continues  the  ftgte  of  frtendfbip  and  p^ace  be- 
twixt God  and  us.  Ia  this  relation  Chrift  is  a|toget):br  i^vely. 
For, 

tirfl.  He  makes  our  caufe  his  own,  and  ads  for  us  in  bcavco^ 
8$  fpr  higifelf,  Heb.  iv.  j  j«  fie  is  touched  with  the  tender  feafe 
of  our  trcnublcs  and  dsuigers,  and  is  not  only  one  with  us,,  by  Vi&y 
of  reprefcQtatioai  bqt  ^Ub  one  with  us  in  refpcA  d  fympadty 
^nd  aiFe^ion. 

Sfcondlf^  Chrift  our  Advocate,  fpllows  our  fqit  and  bofh 
iieis  in  heaven,  as  his  great  and  main  deftgn  and  bufinefs ;  there- 
(pre,  io  Hcb.  vii.  25.  he  is  j&id  to  "  live  for  ever  to  make  ia- 
**  cerceinoa  for  us  ;'*  9S  if  our  concernments  were  fo  minded  by 
bim  there,  as  to  give  up  himfelf  wholly  to  that  work,  as  if  aU 
the  glory  and  hopo^ir  which  is  paid  him  io  heaven,  would  not 
fetisTy  him,  pr  divert  him  one  moment  from  Pur  bufinefs. 

Tbirdtff  He  pleads  the  c;iufe  of  believers  by  his  blc?od ;  it  fa^ 
tjsfi^s  him  PPt,  is  other  advocates,  to  be  at  the  ex  pence  of 
wc^ds  and  or^tpry,  which  is  ^cheaper  way  of  pleading;  bu; 
te  pleads  for  us  by  the  voice  pf  his  own  Wood,  Heb.  xil  24. 
where  we  are  faid  to  be  come  '*  lo  the  Wood  pf  fpripkliog*  thai 
<•  fpeaki^th  better  things  than  that  of  Abel;'*  £very  wound  Iw 
received  for  us  pn  eartb»  is  a  mouth  opened  to  plead  with  ^od 
on  our  bthaif  in  heaven ;  ^ot  y^lnera,  tQt  ^ra.  iVqd  h?nce  if 
«,  that  in  Rev,  v.  0.  be  is  reprefented  ftanding  btf<?irc  Qodt 
fi  a  iamb  that  hd  henjiflin ;  as  it  were,  exhibiting,  and  opea« 
ipg,  in  heaven,  thpfe  4cadiy  wouajs  received  oaevlb,  fttwx  ift« 
mitice  pf  Qpd,  on  pvr  account.  Qthqr  ad?irocatcs  %ead  tbeiv 
breath,  Chrift  his  bJppd, 

Fmrth^fy  He  pleads  the  canfe  pf  heli^vcw  freely,  Otb«f  a/S* 
tQcatcs  plead  for  reward,  and  e^^h^uil  Ua^e  p^it^  wbtt^thejP 
^4  ibQ  ca#;$  of  tbek  cli^iua. 
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Fifthly^  In  a  word,  heobtaincth  for  us  all  the  mcrdcs  for 
trbich  fae  pleads ;  oo  caafc  mifcarries  ta  his  hand,  which  he  un- 
dertakes, Rom.  vin.  33,  34.    O  what  a  lovely  Advocate  is  Chrift  ^ 
for  bcKeirers ! 

Fsurthly^  Chrift  is  altogether  lovely  in  the  rdation  of  zfrignJ^ 
for  10  this  relatioQ  he  Is  pleafed  to  own  his  people,  Lulce  xii.  4, 
5.  There  are  certain  things  in  which  one  friettd  manifcfts  his 
laffisffion  and  friend(hip  to  another,  but  none  like  Chrift.  Fcr^ 
Firjir  t^o  friend  is  fo  tipen^heartei  to  his  friend,  as  Chrift  is  tia 
Ills  people  :  he  reveals  the  very  counfeis  and  fecrcts  of  his  heart 
to  them.  John  xv.  15.  **  Henceforth  i  call  yon  not  feihrants, 
**  For  the  fervant  knoweth  not  what  his  Lord  doth  }  but  I  have 
'*  called  you  friends  ;  for  aN  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my. 
*'  Father,  I  have  made  known  unto  you.** 

SecMttty^  No  friend  in  the  world  is  h  generous  and  bountiful 
YOhis  friend,  as  Jefn$  Chrift  is  to  believers  v  John  xv!«  i  j.  he 
parts  with  hii  very  blood  for  thetn ;  "  Greater  love  (faith  he) 
'*  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  bi3 
**  friends.**  Ht  hath  exhaufted  the  precious  treafures  of  his  in* 
valuable  blood,  to  pay  our  debts.  O  what  a  lovely  friend  is  Jd* 
fus  Chrift  to  befievers  ! 

Thirdly^  No  fricni  Jympathizes  fo  tenderly  With  his  friend  la 
affii^ion,  as  Jefus  Chrift  doth  with  his  friends  :  **  In  all  our  af- 
**  fltftions  he  is  affliaed,"  fJeb.iv.  15.  He  feels  all  our  for* 
rows,  wants,  and  burthens^  as  his  own.  Whence  it  is,  that  the 
fufferings  of  believers  are  called  the  fufierings  of  Chrift,  Col.  i.  24. 
Fourthly ^  No  friend  in  the  world  takes  that  tomplacency  itt 
his  friend,  as  Jefus  Chrift  doth  in  believers.  Cant.  iv.  y.  "  Thou 
**  haft  ravifhed  my  heart,  (faith  he  to  the  (poufe)  thx>u  haft  rA- 
•*  viihed  my  heart  with  one  of  thine  eyes,  with  one  chain  of 
•*  thy  nc^k.**  The  Hebrew,  here  ^ende^ed  ravtjhedy  ft^i6e8 
to  pnfFup,  or  to  make  one  proud  :  how  is  .the  Lord  Jefus  pleaf- 
ed to  glory  in  his  people  !  how  is  he  taken  and  delighted  with 
thoie  gracious  ornaments,  Which  himfdf  beflows  upon  theml 
No  friend  fo  lovely  as  Chrift. 

F^hly^  No  friend  iti  the  wofld  loves  his  friend  with  fo  fervent 
and  ftroiig  aff^f^ion^  as  Jefus  Chrift  loves  bdicvers.  Jacob  lov- 
ed Rachel,  and  endured  for  her  fake,  the  parching  beat  of  fum- 
nxer,  and  cold  of  winter ::  but  Chrift  endured  the  ftorms  of  tho 
-wrath  of  God,  the  heat  of  his  indignation,  for  our  lakes.  Dff* 
vid  martifcfted  his  love  to  Abfatom,  in  wi(bing,  "  O.  that  I  had 
**  died  for  thee !"  Chrift  manifcfted  his  love  to  uSj  tiot  in  wiflies 
^at  he  had  died,  but  In  death  itfelf,  In  our  fiead^  andfoi^  our  ftkes. 
Vol.,  U.  V*  '      :        ^' 
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Sixthly f  Na  friend  in  the  world  is  fo  conflant  and  unchanfOk- 
hie  in  friendftiip,  as  Chrifl  i».  John  xiii,  i;  **  Havii^  loved  h» 
•«  own  which  were  in  the  world,  he  loved  them  unto  the  cod." 
He  bears  with  miifionsof  provocations  and  injuries,  and  yet  will 
not  break  friend(hip  with  his  people.  Peter  dented  him,  ja 
he  will  not  difown  him;  but  after  his  refurre^ion  hefaitb, 
"  Go,  tell  the  difciples^  and  tell  Peter»"  g.  d.  Let  him  not  think 
he  hath  forfeited,  by  that  fin  of  his,  his  interert  in  roe ;  though 
he  have  denied  me,  I  will  not  difown  him,  Mark  xvi.  7^  Obov 
lovdy  is  ChriA  in  the  rektion  of  a  friend  !  I  might  farther  iheff 
you  the  lovelinefs  of  Chrift  in  his  ordinances,  and  in  )»s  pnon- 
de!nces,  ia  his  communion  with  us,  and  communications  toos; 
biit  there  is  no  end  of  the  account  of  Chrift's  lovelinefs :  IvS 
rather  chufe  to  prefs  believers  to  their  duties  towards  this  alto- 
gether lovely  Chrift,  which  I  (hall  briefly  difpatch  in  a  few  wordi 

U/e.  Fir/iy  Is  Jefus  Chrift  altogether  lovely,  then  I  beW 
you  /et  your  fouls  upon  this  lovely  Jefus.  Methinks  fuch  an  ob- 
ject as  hath  been  here  reprcfented,  (hould  compel  love  fromtlie 
coldeft  breaft,  and  hardeft  heart*  Away  with  thpfe  empty  bo- 
things,  away  wjthjthis  vain^  deceitful  world,  which  defervesDoJ 
the  thoufandth  part  oiP  the  love  you  give  it ;  let  all  flaodafii 
and  give  way  to  Chrilh  O  did  you  but  know  his  worth  and  ex- 
cellency, what  he  is  in  himfelf,  what  he  hath  done  for,  anddc* 
fcrvcd  from  you ;  you  would  need  no  arguments  of  mine  topff* 
fuadc  you  tolove  him. 

Secondly,  EJleem  nothing  lovely,  but  as  it  is  enjoyed  in  Chnfi 
or  improved  Jar  Chrift:  Afledl  nothing  for  itfelf,  love  Dotblog 
feparate  from  Jefus  Chrift.  In  two  things  we  all  fin  in  lovc» 
creatures,  viz,  in  the  excefs  of  our  afFe<Slions,  loving  them  abovi 
the  rate  and  value  of  creatures;  and  Jn  the  inordinacy  of  oDf 
afFeftions,  (i,  e.)  in  loving  them  out  of  their  prober  placea 

Thirdly,  Let  us  all  be  humhled  for  the  hafenefs  of  our  heafOf 
that  are  fo  free  of  their  affeBions  to  vanities  ^  and  trifUs ;  fl«^l 
hard  to  he  perfuaded  to  the  love  of  Chrifi^-  '^ho  is  altogether}^ 
ly.  O  how  many  poiir  out  ftreams  of  lc?K  and  delight  ufH» 
the  vain  and  empty  creature;  whilft  no  arguments  can  dra* 
forth  one  drop  of  love  from  their  obdurate  and  upbclicvioif 
hearts  to  Jefus  Chrift  I  I  have  read  of  one  Joannes  Mollios,wb<» 
was  obferved  to  go  often  alone,  and  weep  bitterly  ;  and  bcinj 
prefled  by  a  friend  to  know  the  caufc  of  his  troubles ;  0\  f^ 
.  be,  it  grieves  me  that  I  cannot  bring  this  heart  of  mine  to  low 
Jefus  Chrift  more  fervently. 

Fourthly,  Reprefent  Chrijl.y  as  he  is,  to  the  world,  by  ywr 
carriage  towards  him.   Is  he  altogether  lovely  j  let  all  tbc  "^^^^ 
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lee,  and  know  that  he  is  fe»  by  your  delights  in  him,  and  com- 
mutiion  with  him  ;  zeal  for  him,  and  readinefs  to  part  with  any 
other  lovely  thing  ^pon  his  account ;  proclaim  his  excellencies 
to  the  world,  as  the  fpoufe  here  did ;  convince  them  how  much 
your  beloved  is  betjter  than  any  other  beloved  ;  difplay  his  glo- 
rious excellencies  in  your  heavenly  converfations ;  hold  him  forth 
to  others,  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  altogether  lovely.  See  that  you 
'*  walk  worthy  of  him  unto  all  well-pleafing,"  Col.  i.  lo. 
**.  Shew  forth  the  praiies  of  Chrift,"  1  Pet.  ii,  19.  Let  Hot 
that  "  worthy  name  be  blafphemed  through  you,"  James  ii,  7. 
He  is  glorious  in  himielf,  and  will  put  glory  upon  you  ;  take 
heed  ye  put  not  (hame  and  diihonour  upon  him  :  he  hath  com^^ 
mitted  his  honour  to  you,  do  not  betray  that  truft. 

Fifthly,  Netter  be  afbamed  to  own  Chrift :  he  is  altc^ethcr 
Ipvely ;  he  can  never  be  a  (hame  to  you;  it  will  be  your  great;. 
fia,  to  be  afliamed  of  him:  Some  men  glory  in  their  (hame ; 
be  not  you  afhamed  of  your  glory:  if  you  be  q/hamed  of  Ckrift 
now,  fe  wili  be  aJbAtned  of  you  when  he  jball  appear  in  his  own 
glory,  and  the  glory  of  all  his  holy  angels.  Be  afhamed  of  no- 
thing but  fin  ;  and  among  other  fins,  be  a(hamed,  efpecially  f6r 
diis  fin,  that  you  have  no  more  Ipve  for  hin^  who,  is  altogether 
lovefy. 

Sixthly,  Be  willing  to  leave  every  thing  that  is  lovely  upon 
earth,  that  you  may  be  with  the  altogether  lovely  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  in  heaven.  Lift  up  your  voices  with  the  fpoufe,  Rev. 
XX.  20.  "  Conje  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly."  It  is  true,  you 
muA  pafs  through  the  pangs  gf  death  into  his  bofom  and  enjoy*' 
ment  -,  but  fare  it  is  worth  fuSering  much  more  than  that,  to 
be  with  this  lovely  Jefus.  **  The  Lorddircft  your  hearts  into 
">thc  love  of  Qod,  an4  the  patient  waiting  for  Jefus  Ghriil," 
?  Thcf.  iii.  J. 

Seventhly,  Strive  to  he  Chrift-like,  \as  ever  you  would  he  love- 
fy in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man,  Certainlyy.my  brethren,  it  is  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  within  you,  and  the  beauty  of  Chrift  upon  you, 
y^hich  only  can  make  you  lovely  perfons  5  the  more  you  refem- 
blchitt*  io  holinefs,  the  more  will  you  dilcpvecof  true  excellency 
and  lovelinefs :  and  the  more  freouent  and  fpiritual  your  con- 
verfe  and  communion  with  Chrift  is,  the  more  of  the  beauty  and 
lovclijiefs  of  Chrift  will  ftill  be  ftamped  upon  your  fpirits,  chang- 
ing you  into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glory. 

Eightly,  Let  the  lovelinefs  of  Chrift  draw  ail  mert  to  him.  Is 
lovelinefs  in  the  creature  fo  attraftive  ?  And  can  the  tranfcep- 
f^nt  lovelinefs  of  Chrift  draw  none  ?  0  the  blindnefs  of  man  i 

Uu  ^ 


If  yoo  fie  no  beauty  to  Cbrift,  why  yon  ftKHiU  defire  bi|D»  it  is 
becwife  the  gcxl  of  this  world  bath  bliaded  your  oiM$» 
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THE  fanner  phaptcr  is  mainly  fpent,  in  reproyiiig  tbca« 
gligence  of  the  Jews,  who,  being  (Jifcouragcd,  from  ii« 
to  titQe,  had  delayed  the  rebuiMing  the  temple  ?  aod,  in  ihe 
meaa  time,  employed  their  care  and  coft  in  baildiDgaadadcith 
iog  their  own  hoqfes  t  b^t,  at  laft,  being  perfuaded  to  fet  aixiot 
the  work,  they  meet  with  this  difcoqragcmcnt,  that  Inch  m^  tk 
poverty  of  the  prefeqt  time,  that  the  fecond  ftrnfture  would  w 
way  aqfwer  the  magnificence  and  fplendor  of  the  firft.  In  Sob- 
inon's  days  the  nation  was  wealthy,  now  drained ;  (a  that  thm 
vroald  be  no  proportion  betv^ixt  the  fecond  and  the  firft.  To 
this  grand  difcouragemeot,  ,the  prophet  applies  this  relief;  that 
Whatfoever  (hould  be  wanting  in  external  pomp  and  glory,  (botiU 
be  qaore  than  recompenfed  by  the  prefence  of  Jefas  Chrlfl  is 
this  fecond  temfh.  For  ChrifV,  "  the  defire  ot  all  naiioas," 
faith  he,  (hall  come  Into  it.  Which,  by  the  w|iy,  may  give  oJ 
this  ufefiil  note  •,  That  the  prefence  of  Jefus  Qhrift  gives  a  moR 
real  and  excellent  glory  to  the  places  of  his  worftiip,  than  aDf 
external  beauty,  or  otftward  ornaments,  whaifocyer,  can  bcfto* 
upon  them.  Oqr  eyes,  like  the  difciples,  are  apt  to  be  daxzlei 
with  the  goodly  ftones  of  the  temple,  and,  in  the  mfantimc,ta 
cegleft  and  overlook  that  which  gives  it  the  grcateft  hono^rioi 
beauty*  , 

But  to  return.  Ip  ihefe  words  we  h^ve  bbth  the  dcfcriptioB 
of  Chrift,  and  an  index  pointing  at  the  time  of  his  incarnatieo! 
be  is  called,  '^  the  defire  of  ajl  ns^tions  ;»*  and  the  time  ofblJ 
fromlng,  in  the  flefh,  is  plainly  intimated  te  be  whilft  the  fecoiJ 
femp/^  (honld  be  ftanding.  Where,  by  the  way,  we  find  jo* 
caulc  to  admire  at,  and  bemoan  the  blindti^fs  that  is  happened  m 
the  Jews  5  >yho owning  the  truth  qf  this  prophecy,  and  notable 
to  deny  the  deftruftion  of  the  fecond  temple,  many  hnndrcJ 
years  part,  will  not  yet  be  brpught  to  acknowledge  the  ioc^i^fr 
6m  oi  the  true  Melfiah,  pqtwithftan^ng. 


i( 
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Pot  to  the  poittt.  The  charafter,  or  dcfcriptido  of  Chrift, 
(liicd  the  dejlr$  cf  aU  nstims,  vfbo  wa$  to  come  ioio  the  world 
in  the  time  of  the  fecood  iempU,  Mai.  iii.  i2»  and  t4iat,  after 
S^VKmamcuSions,  and  (hakiags  of  the  ^pwrld,  which  were  to 
9»ke  way  for  his  coming ;  for  b  onr  prophet  here  fpeaks^  '<  ( 
**  will  (bake  all  nations,  sod  the  defire  of  ail  natioos  (Hall 
^'  C(m^"  to  which  the  apoAle  alludes,  in  Heb,  xU.  26.  ^ply 
lag  this  prophecy  to  JefusChrlft,  here  called  the  "  dcfire  of  all 
*'  naeions  j**  pqttiog  ihe  aA  for  the  objeft,.defire  for  the  thing 
dcfired;  asin  £^k.xxiv.  i6,  "  The  defire  of  thine  eyes/*  that 
i^  the  deficable  wife  of  thy  bofoi9;  fo  here»  the  "  defir^  of 
'*  ail  natiqps,"  that  is,  Chrift,  the  objeft  of  the  defires  of  God'a 
tkSt,  m  nil  nations  of  the  world  3  a  Saviour  iofipitely  defirable 
iohimielf,  and  a^ually  defircd  by  all  the  people  of  God,  dif* 
per(ed  among  all  kindred^  tongues*  and  natipusof  the  world* 
Pftan  whence  this  note  is, 

Doft.  That  the  defires  cfGods  ElejEf,  in  all  kingdoms ^  mdet^ 
tnong  ail  people  of  the  earth,  are,  and  Jhall  he  drtkwn  ou$^ 
J^ier^  And  fixed  upm  the  I^rd  Jefus  QhriJL 

The  merpfol  God  beholding  the  universal  ruins,  of  the 
world  by  fip^  hath  provided  an  univerfal  remedy  for  his  own 
deft,  in  every  part  of  the  earth.  Chrift  is  not  impropriated 
to  any  one  kingdom,  or  nation  in  the  World.;  but  intended  to 
be  God's  falvgtion  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  -,  and  accordingly, 
(peaks  the  apoftlc.  Col.  ii\  11.  '*  There  is  neither  Greek,  tior 
**  Jew,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free;  but  Chrift  is  all 
^'  and  in  all."  In  the  essplication  of  this  poiat,  two  things  mult 
Ik;  enquired  into. 

i»  Why  Chrift  is  called  the  deiire  of  all  nations, 

^.  Upon  what  ^cconqt  tb^  people  of  God,  in  aU  nations,  de- 
fire  hiiB. 

l^irjl,  Why  he  is  called  the  defire  of  all  nations ;  and  wjiac 
(bat  phraie  may  import ;  and  there  are  divers  things  th^t  are 
fuppofed,  or  incladed  iq  it, 

Firfi^  That  God  the  Father  hath  appointed  him  as  a  common 
l^inedy,  for  the  fins  and  miferies  qf  his  people,  in  all,  parts  and 
quarters  of  the  world.  So  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  be- 
twixt the  Father  and  the  Son,  the  LordcxprelTeth  himfclf,  Ifot 
xlix.  6,  and  he  faid,  '**  It  is  a  light  thing  that  thou  (houldcft  be 
**  my  fcrv.4nt,  to  raife  up  the  tribes  of  J^cob,  and.torcftore  the 
^*  preferved  of  Ifi-ael :  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 
^  Qeatiles,  that  tb9a  myeft  be  my  falvation  onto  the  end  of 
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«*  the  earth."  Suitable  whcrcunto,  is  that  propheqr,  Ifa.1iJr 
1  J.  **  He  ftiall  fprinklc  many  nations."  If  God  had  not  appoint- 
ed him  for,  he  could  not  be  defired  by  all  nations. 

And,  indeed,  herein  the  grace  of  God  doth  admirably  fttinc 
forth  in  the  freenefs  of  it,  that  even  the  moft  barbarous  nati- 
ons are  not  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  redemption  by  Chrift. 
This  is  what  the  apoflle  admires,  that  Chrift  (hould  be  preacki 
to  the  Gentiles,  i  Tini.  iii.  i6.  a  people  that  (eemed  to  be  loft 
in  the  thrlthefs  of  idolatry ;  yet  even  for  them,  Chrift  was  giv- 
en by  the  Father,  "  Aflc  of  me  (faith  he)  and  I  will  give  thee  the 
•*  Heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the 
••  earth  for  thy  poffeffion." 

Secondly^  Chrift,  thedejire  of  all  nations ,  plainly  notes  the  fof- 
ficiency  that  is  in  him,  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  whole  world: 
as  the  fun  in  the  heavens  fuffices  all  nations,  for  light,  andin* 
fluence,  fo  doth  the  Sun  of  rightcoufnefe  fuffice  for  the  redempti- 
on, juftification,  fan6Vification,  and  falvation  of  the  people  of 
God,  all  oyer  the  world  \  Ifa.  xlv.  22.  "  Look  unto  me,  and  be 
•*  ye  faverf,  all  ye  ends  of  xht  earth." 

Thirdlyylt  implies  the  reality  that  is  ingodline/s.  It  (hews 
you,  that  religion  is  no  fancy,  as  the  atbeiftical  world  would  per- 
fiiade  us ;  and  this  evidently  appears,  in  the  uniform  efFc^s  of 
It  upon  the  hearts  of  all  men,  in  all  nations  of  the  world,  that 
arc  truly  religious :  all  their  defires,  like  fo  many  needles  touch- 
ed by  one  and  the  fame  ioadftone,  move  towards  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  all  meet  together  in  one  and  the  fame  blcffed  objeft  Chrift, 
Were  it  poflible  for  the  people  of  God  to  come  out  of  all  nari- 
cas,  kindreds,  and  languages  in  the  world,  info  one  place,  and 
there  confer,  and  compare  the  defires  and  workings  of  their 
hearts;  though  they  never  faweach  other's  faces,  nor  heard  of 
each  other's  names ;  yet,  as  face  anfwcrs  to  face  in  a  glafs>  fo 
would  their  defires  after  Chrift  anfwer  to  each  other.  All  hearts 
work  after  him  in  the  fame  manner;  what  one  faith,  all  fay: 
THefeare  my  troubles  and  burdens,  thefemy  wants  and  miferies; 
the  fame  things,  my  defires  and  fears:  one  and  the  fame  Spirit 
works  in  all  believers  throughoiit  the  world  ;*  which  could  ne- 
ver be,  if  religion  were  but  a  fancy,  as  fomc  call  it ;  or  a  com- 
binatiOn,.or  confederacy,  as  others  call  it :'  fancies  areas  varions 
as  faces ;  and  <x)ttfcderacies  prcfuppofe  mutual  acquaintance  and 
conference.  .4 

Fourthly,  Chrift,  the  defire  of  all  nations,  implies  the  vaft  ex- 
tent his  kingdom  hath,  and  (hall  have  in  the  world,  out. of  e- 
very  nation,  under  heaven,  fome  fliall  be  brought  to  Chrift,  an4 
to  -heaven  by  him :  and  though  the  qumber  of  God's/clcfi,  com: 
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pared  with  the  multitudes  of  the  ungodly  id  all  nations,  is  but 
a  remoant,  a  little  flock  ;  and,  in  that  comparative  fenie,  there 
are  few  that  (hall  be  faved  :  yet  confldered  abiblutely,  and  ia 
themfeives,  they  are  a  vaff  number,  which  no  man  can  number^ 
Mat.  viii.  11.  "  Many  (hall  come  from  the  Eaft,  and  from  the 
'^  Weil,  and  (hall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacobs 
"  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  In  order  whereunto,  the  gofpel, 
like  the  fun  in  the  heavens,  circuits  the  world.  It  arofe  in  the 
Eaft,  and  takes  its  courie  towards  the  lueftem  world:  rifing,  by 
degrees,  upon  the  remote,  idolatrous  nations  of  the  earth  :  out  oS. 
all  which  a  number  is  to  be  faved,  even  **  Ethiopia  fhali  ftretch 
**  out  her  hands  to  God,"  Pfal.  Ixviii.  31.  And  this  confidera- 
tioD  (bould  move  us  !o  pray  earneftly  for  the  poor  HeathenS|» 
who  yet  fit  in  darknefs,  and  the  (faadow  of  death  \  there  is  yet 
hope  for  them. 

Fifthly,  It  holds  forth  this,  that  when  God  opens  the  eyes  of 
mea  to  fee  their  fin  and  danger  by  it ;  nothing  but  Chrift  caa 
give  them  fatisfaftion ;  it  is  not  the  amenity,  fertility,  riches 
and  pleafures,  the  inhabitants  of  iany  kingdom  of  the  world  da 
fnjoy,  that  can  fatisfy  the  defines  of  their  (ouls  :  when  once  God 
touches  their  hearts  with  the  fenfe  of  fin  and  mifery  :  then  Chrift,. 
and  none  but  Chrift,  is  dcfirable,  and  neceffary,  in  the  eyes  of 
fuchperfons*  Many  kingdoms  of  the  world  abound  with  riches 
and  pleafures  ;  the  providence  of  God  hath  carved  liberal  por* 
tionsof  the  good  things  of  this  life  to  many  of  them,  and  firarce 
left  any  thing  to  their  defines  that  the  world  can  afford.  Yet 
all  this  can  give  no  fatisfa6lion,  without  Jefus  Chrift,  th^  defire 
of  all  nations,  the  one  thing  neccfifliry,  when  once  they  come'to 
fee  the  ueceffity  and  excellency  of  him:  then  take  the  world, 
who  will,  fo  they  may  have  ChriA,  the  defire  of  their  fouls.  Thus 
We  fee  upon  what  grounds,  and  reafons,  Chrift'is  filled  the  de-^ 
fire  of  all  nations. 

ObjeB,  But  there  lies  one  great  objeftion  againft  this  truth, 
which  mu ft  be  folved ;  viz.  If  Chrift  be  the  defire  of  all  nations, 
how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  finds  no  entertainmeoi 
in  (b  many  nations  of  the  world,  among  whom  Chriftianity  is  hiG- 
fed  at,  and  Chriftians  not  tolerated  to  live  among  them  ?  Who 
fee  no  beauty  in  him  that  they  fliould  defire  him. 

Sol.  Firjly  We  muft  remember,  the  nations  of  the  world  have 
their  times  and  fealons  of  converfion ;  thofe  that  once  embra- 
ced Chrift,  have  now  loft  him,  and  idols  are  now  fet  up,  in  the 
places  where  he  once  was  Iwcetly  )Vorniipped.  The  fun  of  the 
gofpel  is  gbnc  down  upon  them,  and  now  fliines  in  another  He^ 
^fpher^i  and  fo  the  nation^  of  t|ie  world  are  to  have  thelc 
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iliftinft  days,  and  fcafoas  of  illuminatioa.  The  gofpel,  like 
the  fea,  gaiaeth  in  one  place,  what  it  lofeth  in  another ;  and  iH 
the  times  and  feafons  appointc'd  by  the  Father,  they  come  fuc- 
ceffivcly  to  be  enlightened  in  the  knbwlcdgc  of  ChrifV ;  and  then 
fhal!  that  promife  be  fulfilled,  Ifa.  xlix.  7.  "  Thus  faith  thi; 
••'  Lord,  the  Redeemer  of  Ilrael,  and  his  holy  One,  to  him 
**  whom  mati  defpifeth,  to  him  whom  the  nation  abhontth, 
**  to  a  fervant  of  rulers ;  kings  (hall  fee  and  arifc,  princes  aMb 
*•  (hall  wor(hip,  becaufe  of  the  Lord  that  is  faithful." 

Secondly,  Lei  it  alfo  be  rcraembrcd,  that  aliho*  Chrift  ber^ 
jefted  by  the  rulers  and  body  of  many  nations ;  yet  he  is  the 
deftre  of  all  the  eleft  df  God,  dilperfed,  and  fcattered  among 
thofe  nations. 

In  the  next  place,  SecorttBy,  we  arc  to  enquire,  upon  what 
^(ccount  Chrift  becomes  the  deflre  of  all  nations,  (i.  e.)  of  aS 
thofe,  in  ail  the  nations  of  the  world,  that  belong  to  the  elefH* 
t)n  of  grace.  And  the  true  ground,  aifd  reafon  thereof,  is,  btf- 
caufe  Chrift,  Only,  hath  that  in  hintfelf,  which  relieves  thek 
"wants,  and  aafwers  to  atl  their  need.,    Ai, 

Firjt,  They  are  all,  by  nature  under  condemnation,  Rom.  t. 
16,  18.  under  the  curfe  of  the  law;  agaioft  which,  nothings 
found  in  heaven  or  earth,  able  to  relieve  their  conlciences,  btit  . 
the  blood  of  fprinkling,  the  pure  and  perfeft  righteoufncfs  of 
the  Lord  Jefus :  and  hence  it  is,  that  Chrift  becomes  fo  dcfir- 
able  in  the  eyes  of  poor  finners,  all  the  world  over.  If  any 
thing  in  nature  could  be  (bund  to  pacify  arid  purge  the  coofci- 
cnces  of  men  from  giiilt  and  fear,  Chrift  would  never  be  defir- 
able  in  their  eyes;  but  finding  no  other  remedy  but  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  to  him,  therefore,  ftiall  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  loA 
for  righteoufhefs,  and  for  peace. 

Secondly,  Ail  nations  trf  the  world  arc  polkited  with  the  fl*A 
of  fin,  both  in  nature  and  praftice,  which  they  fhali  fee,  airi 
^bitterly  bewiiil,  when  the  light  of  the  gofpel  (hall  ftiine  atuoogfl 
them;  and  the  fame  light,  by  which  this  (hall  be  difcovered, 
twll,  alfo,  difcover  the  only  remedy  of  this  evil  to  lie  in  the 
1J)trit  of  Chrift,  tlie  only  fountain  opened  to  all  nations  fw  fane- 
tificatton,  aad  cleanfing :  and  this  will  make  the  Lord  Jcftrs  io- 
comparably  defirous  in  rheir  eyes.  O  how  welcome  will  he  be 
that  Cometh  unto  them,  not  by  blood  only/  but  by  water  alfo! 
John  1.  5,  6. 

Thirdly,  AVhen  the  light  of  the  goFpel  (hall  (hine  upcm  tbe 
Ttatrons,  they  (hall  then  fee,  that,  by  ttafon  of  the  guilt  and 
Ulth  of  fin,  they  are  all  baned  out  of  heaven  ;  thofe  doors  are 
xfaaincd  vp  agoinft  them,  -and  that  none  but  Chiift  tsn  opeft# 
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entrance  for  them,  into  that  ktogdom  of  God :  that  *'  fiQ  maa 
"  Cometh  to  the  Father  but  byhiin/*  John  xiv.  6.  "Neither 
'*  is  there  aoy  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby 
*'  ihcy  mart  be  faved,  but  the  name  of  Chrift,*'  Afts  iv.  12. 
Heoce  the  hearts,  of  finders  (hall  pant  after  him,  as  a  hart  pant* 
eth  for  the  water^brdiokSi  And  thus  we  fee  upon  what  grounds 
Cbrill  becomes  the  defire  of  all  nations^  The  improvement  of 
all  followeth,  iti  five  feveral  ufes  of  the  point }  viz. 

1.  For  information. 

2.  For  examination. 

3.  Forconfolation, 

4.  For  exhortation* 

5.  For  direftion. 

^irfi  ufe^  for  itfomiatioHi 

Firfi^  Is  Chrift  the  defire  of  all  nations ;  how  vite  a  fin  is^  it, 
then,  in  any  nation,  upon  ivhom  the  light  of  the  go/pel  hathjhin* 
id,  to  r^eSl  Jefus  Chriftf  And  fay,  as  thofe  in  Job  xxi.  14. 
**  Depart  from  us,  we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways.'* 
To  thrufi  away  his  wor(hip,  government,  and  fervants,  from 
iffioagft  them;  and,  in  effeA,  to  fay,  as  it  is  Luke  xix,  14/ 
"  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us."  Thus  did  the 
Jews,  Ads  xiii.  46.  they  put  away  Chrill  from  among  them» 
«id  thereby  judged  thexnfelves  unworthy  of  eternal  life.  This; 
fa,  at  once,  a  fearful  fin,  and  a  dreadful  fign.  How  feon  did 
Vtogeaoce  overtake  them,  like  the  overthrow  of  Sodom  \  O  let 
it  be  for  a  warning  unto  all  nations,  to  the  end  of  the  world* 
Be  would  have  gathered  the  children  of  Ifrael  under  his  wings^ 
iisa  ^f;z,dotb  her^brood,  even  when  the  Roman  Eagle "w^s  ho-. 
Bering  over  th^m,  but  they  would  not ;  therefore  their  houfeff 
R^ere  left  unto  them  defolate,  their  city  and  temple  made  an  heap. 

Secondly,  If  Jefus  Chrift  be  the  defire  of  all  nations,  how  in" 
^parabfy  happy,  then,  muft  that  nation  be,  that  enjoys  Chrift ^ 
k  the  power,  and  purity  of  hit  gofpel^ordinances  !  Jf  Chrift,  un- 
ler  a  veil,  made  Canaan  a  glorious  land  (as  it  is  called)  Dan.  xi« 
f  I.  what  a  glorious  place  muft  that  nation  be,  that  beholds  him 
i^ith  op^  fece,  in  the  bright  fun-ftiine  of  the  gofpel  1  O  Eng-  J 

^A,  know  thy  happinefs,  and  the  day  of  thy  vifitation ;  what  \ 

Hhers  defire,  thou  eojoyeft  :  provoke  not  the  Lord  Jefus  to  de* 
>art  from  thee,  by  corrupting  his  worfiiip,  longing  after  ido^ 
atry,  abufing  his  mefTengers,  and  oppreffing  his  people,  left 
iis  ibnl  depart  from  thee. 

Second  ufe,  for  examination. 

If  Chrift  he  the  deike  of  all  nations,  examine  whether  be  be 
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the  defirc  ot  jour  fouls,  in-  particular ;  dfe  you  (hail  have  no 
beueHt  by  him.     Aic  your  dcfires,  after  Chrift,  true,  lipirit\ial 
deiircs  \  Refic6):,  i  bciecch  you,   upua  the  frames  and  tempeFS  ' 
of  your  hearts.     Caa  you  lay^  of  your  dehres  attcr  Chrill,  a&  i 
Peter  did  of  his  love  to  Chriii  ?  Lord,  thou  knoweil  aU  thio^j 
thou  kooweilthat  i  defRe  ihee.    Try  your  dclires,  as  to  th^k  I 
iiacerity,  by  the  following  ch^radters  : 

?irji,  Are  they  vehement,  and  ardea-t  ?  Hath  Chrlft  the  f»-  i 
preme  place,  in  your  dcfires  \   Do  you  eileem  ail  things  to  be  I 
but  drois,  and  duog^  in  compatilon  of  the  excellencies  of  JdiBS  \ 
-Chrift  your  Loid  I  FhiL  iii.  8..   Is  he  to  you,  as  the  refuge-city 
to  the  man-ftayer  ?  Heb.  vi.  18,  19.     As  a  Ipring  of  water  wa 
diy  place,  as  the  (hadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land  \  Ift 
xxxil.  2.     Such  vehement  deiires  are  true  defires. 

5«t^cW/yy  Are.  your  defires  after  Chriii  univerlal ;  (i,t,j\% 
every  thing  in  Clwift  defirable  >n  your  eyes  2  The  hyp^rit, 
like  the  harlot^  is  for  »  divided  ChrW*.  they  would  be  dIW 
by  his  name,  bttt  IWe  upon  theiv  own  i^ock,  \^.  iv.  i.  if  bi» 
holintl^,  and  government,  his  cr0ls,.aQd  lu&rings,  be  defirabk 
for  his  fake;.  Itich  unlver&l  defires  are  right  defires. 

Thirdly^  Are  your  deiirea  after. Ghrift,  VnduftriQus  deiircs^ 
ufmg  all  the  meaas  of  accomplishing  what  you?  defire  !  Yoq  kf 
you  defire  Ciirift,  but  wli^at  will youdo  to>obta]<i  your  deiiresl 
K  you  feek  him  carefully,  and  inceilantly,  in  all  the  ways  of  d& 
ty  ;  if  you  will  ftrive  im  prayer,,  kbou*  to-  believe,  cut  off  right 
bands,  and  pluck  out  right  eyes,  (i»  e.).  be  coatent  to  part  with 
the  moif  profitable,  and  pleafanc  ways  of  fin,  that  yoamayear 
joy  Chriff,  the  defire  of  youc  fouls  \  then  are  your  defires  rigbf 
defires. 

Fmrthly^  Are  your  defires  after  Chrifl  pernoanent  defires,  or 
only  a  fudden  motion,  or  fu  which  goes  ofF  again,  wkho«ite^ 
fcft  I  If  your  defires  after  ChjiA  abide  upon  your  hearts  j  if  yotf 
longings  be  after  him  at  all  limes,  though  not  in  the  lame  height 
and  degree ;  then  are  your  defires,  right  defires.  Chr ift  alwa^ 
d  shells  in  the  defires  of  his  people ;  they  can  feel  him  in  their 
defires,  when  they  cannot  difcero  him  in  their  love  or  delight. 

tifthly^  Will  your  defires  after  Chrifl  admit  no  fatisfa^tioo^ 
nor  find  refl  any  where,  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  Chrift  ?  I'heo 
are  your  defires  right  defires,  The  foul  that  defires  Chrifl,  caa- 
never  be  at  reft,  till  it  come  home  to  Chrift,  2  Cor.  v.  2,  6. 
Phil.  i.  23.  The  devil  can  fatisfy  others  with  the  riches  aerf 
pleafures  of  this  world,  as  children,  are^^ieted  with  rattles 'r 
but  if  nothing  but  Chrift  can  reft,  and  teriniaate  your  deCrcsi 
(ijrcly  fuch  rcftlels  defires  are  right  defires^ 
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Shthly,  Do  your  defires  after  Chrift  fpnng  from  a  deep  fenfe 
<jf 'yournced  and  want  of  Chrift  ?  Hath  conviction  opened  yow 
eyes  to  (ce  your  mifery,  to  feel  your  burthens,  and'  to  make 
yao  feofibic  that  your  remedy  lies  only  in  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  Thea 
are  your  defires  right  defircs.  ©read  and  water  are  made  nccd- 
lary  and  defirable,  by  hanger  and  thirft :  by  thefe  things  try 
the  truth  of  your  defires  after  Chrift. 

Third  ufe,  for  confolation, 
Do  yon  indeed,  upon  ferious  trial,  find  fudi  defires  after 
Chrift,  as  were  defcribed  above  ?  O  hlefs  the  Lord  for  that  day 
wherein  Chrift,  the  defire  of  all  nations,  became  the  de fire- cif 
your  fouls ;  and,  for  yoar  comfort,  know  that  you  are  happy 
Md  bleffed  foals  at  prefent. 

Fir/i,  Blefled  in  this,  that  your  eyes  have  been  opened  to  fee 
koth  the  wane  and  worth  of  Chrift.  -Had  not  Chrift  applied 
Hs  precious  eye-falve  to  the  eyes  of  your  mkid,  yoa  could  ne- 
.  ver  have  defired  hioa ;  you  would  have  iaid,  with  them  in  Ifa. 
ffl  2,  3.  ^*  He  hath  no  form  nor  comdinefs,  atid  when  we  (hM 
\  *'  fee  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  fiiould  defire  him  :**  Or, 
[as  they  to  the  fpo'ife,  Cant.  v.  9.  ^*  What  is  thy  beloved  more 
f**  than  another  beloved  ?"  O  hhSkd  fouis,  enlightened  of  the 
Lord ;  to  fee  thofe  things  that  are  Wd  from  diem  that  perifh  ! 

Secondfyy  Yon  are  bkffcd  in  this,  that  your  defires  after  ChrMl 
-are  a  fore  evidence  that  the  defire  of  Chrift  is  towards  you  :  had 
he  not  firft  defired  you,  yon  could  never  have  defired  him.  We 
may  fay  of  defires,  ^s  it  is  fa-id  of  love,  we  defrre  him  becanfe  he 
:firft  defired  us  :  yotfer  defires  gftpr  Chrift  are  inflamed  from  the 
'^efrres  of  Chrift  after  you^ 

^  Thirdly,  Blefled  in  tWs,  that  yow  defires  fhall  furely  be  fi- 
■iisficd;  Mat,  v.  6.  •*  blefled  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirft  af- 
**  ter  righteournefe,  for  they  ftiafl  be  filled.'*  Prov.  x.  24.  •*  The 
;•*  defircs  of  the  rigl^teous  flka)!  be  granted.**  <5pd  never  raifed 
Sich  defires  as  thefe  m  the  fouls -of  his  people,  to  be  a  torment 
^0  them  for  ever. 

Fourthly,  Blefled  in  this,  that  God  hath  guided  your  defires 
to  make  the  beft  choice  that  ever  was  made  in  the  worW :  whilft 
«hc  defires  of  others  are  hunting  after  riohes,  pleafure, ,  andlno- 
»ours  in  the  world;  toiling  themfelves,  like  children,  in  purfuic 
^f  a  painted  butter-fly,  which,  when  they  have  caught,  doth  but 
daub  their  fingers  :  God,  mean  while,  hath  direfted  your  defires 
to  Chrift,  the  moft  excellent  obje6b  in  heaven  or  earth.-  Any 
good  will  fatisfy  fome  men  ;  G  happy  foul,  if  none  but  ChriA 
m^  fatisfy  thee  !  PfaL  iv.  6. 

Xx  z  *        < 
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Fifthfy^  Blcffed  in  this,  that  there  is  a  work  of  gr^ce  certainly 
wrought  apon  thy  foul ;  and  thei^  very  (lefir^s  after  Chn(\,  are 
a  part  thereof. 

Sixthly,  BlcHed  in  this,  that  thefe  defires  after  Chrift,  keep 
thy  foal  aftive,  and  working  after  him  continually  in  the  ways  of 
duty;  Pfal.  x:(vii.  4.  ^'One  thing  have  I  defired,  that  will  I 
^'  feek  after."  Deiire  will  be  a  continual  fpring  to  diligeoop 
and  induftry,  in  the  ways  of  duty :  the  defire  of  the  end,  qoick- 
ens  tQ  the  i|fe  of  means,  Prov.  xviii.  i.  Others  may  fall  afleep). 
and  caft  off  duty ;  but  it  will  be  hard  for  you  to  do  fo,  whoie, 
ibuls  burn  with  dedre  after  Chrift. 

Seventjfiy,  Blefled  in  this,  that  your  defires  after  Cbrift  ^ 
make  death  much  the  fweeter  and  eafier  to  you  ;  Phil.  1.23. 
^*  I  defire  to  be  diflblved,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far; 
f  bctfer."  When  a  Chriftian  was  once  aOced,  Whether  he* 
>;^as  filing  to  die  i  He  returned  this  anfwer  *,  **  Let  hiin  be; 
f  unwilling  to  die,  who  i$  unwilling  to  go  to  Chrift."  And: 
inuch  like  it,  was  that  of  another,  Fivere  renuo,  ut  Cbrifto  i>iVG» 
\  refnfe  this  i^fe^  to  live  with  Chrift, 

Fourth  ufe^t  for  ej^hortatioHf 

In  the  fourth  place,  let  me  exhort  and  perfiiade  all  tp  make 
lefus  Chrift  the  defir^  and  choice  of  their  fouls.  And  here| 
fall  iQ  with  the  main  fcope  and  defign  of  the  gqlpd.  Afidd 
that  I  could  effeAually  prefs  home  this  exhortation  upo^t  yoat 
liearts :  let  me  offer  fome  moving  confiderations  to  you,  and 
may  the  Lord  accompany  them  to  your  hearts. 
.  Firfi,  Every  creatfire  naturally  defires  its  own  prcfervatiofti 
4o  not  yoo  defire  the  prefervatioii  of  your  precious  and  imffior* 
tal  ibuls !  If  you  do,  dien  make  Chrift  your  defire  and  cbotcci 
without  irfioni*  ^hcy  caiv never  he  preferved,  Jude,  vcr.  I. 
.  Secondly,  Ho  not  yoyr  fouls  carneftly  defire  the  bodies  they 
live  in  i  How  tender  are  they  over  them,  how  careful  to  pro? 
vide  for  them?  though  the^  pay  a  dpar  r^nt  for  thofe  tenemeat$ 
f  hey  live  in.  And  is  not  union  with  Chrift  infinitely  more  de? 
Arable  than  the  union  of  foul  aiidbody?  0  covet  union  witk 
Um  I  then  (hall  yqur  ibuls  be  happy,  when  your  bodies  dropoff 
froiithetn,  at  death,  z  Cor.  v.  1,  3.  yea,  foul  andl>ody  (hall be 
fiappy  in  him,  and  with  hiin,  for  evermore. 

mrdly.  How  do  the'men  of  this  world  defire  the  enjuyrocor^ 
gpf  it  ?  They  pant  after  the  duft  of  the  earth  ;  they  rife  early,  ft 
^p  late,  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs ;  and  ^\l  this  for  very  vaoir 
fy :  Sh^H  :|  WQrldling  flo  laf^r^  fqr  earth,  than  yoa  for  heaveoi 

^  lU^  ^  nfitkuiori^  ^ui  tiothire  ad  Chtifium^ 
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S/?all  the  creature  be  fo  earntftly  defired,  aoAChrift  acgjeft^d  > 

Fowrtklyy  What  do  all  your  defires  io  this  world  beoefit  you, 
if  you  go  cbriAkfs  ?  Suppofe  you  bad  the  defjre  of  your  hearts 
}o  rhefe  things,  ho^r  long  Ihali  you  have  comfort  in  them,  if  you 
mifb  Chrift  ? 

f'lithly^  Doth  Chrift  defire  you,  who  have  nothing  lovely  or 
dtfirable  in  you  \  And  have  ypu  no  defires  after  ChriA,  the  moft 
|o?dy^  ^nd  defirable  one  in  both  worlds  \  **  His  defires  are  to- 
<•  wards  you,"  Prov.  viii.  31.  O  make  him  the.  defire  and 
phoicc  of  your  fouls. 

Sixthly,  How  abfolutely  ncccflary  is  Jcfus  Chrift  ^o  your 
foals  ?  Bread  and  water,  breath  aqd  life,  are  not  fo  neceflary  as 
Chrift  is ;  ''  One  thing  is  necefTary,'*  Luke  x,  42.  and  that  one 
thiag  is  Chriih  If  you  mlfs  your  defires  in  other  things,  you 
may  yet  be  happy  ;  but  if  yoa  n^if$  Chrift  yoi}  are  undone  for 
ever, 

Seventhly f  H9W  fiiitable  a  good  is  Chrift  to  your  fouls  ?  com- 
prifiog  whatfoever  they  waqt,  i  Cor.  i.  30.  Set  y^ur  hearts 
whtre  you  will,  none  will  be  found  tp  snatch  and  fuit  them,  as 
Chrift  doth, 

Eigthly,  HoW  great  are  the  benefits  that  will  redound  to  you 
by  Jelus  Chrift  !  In  him  you  (hall  have  a  rich  inheritance  fettled 
upon  you ;  all  things  ftiali  be  yours,  when  you  are  Chrift's, 
I  Cor.  iii.  2?.     And  is  not  fqch  a  Chrift  worth  defiring  ? 

Ninthly  t  All  your  well-grovinded  hopes  of  glory  are  built  up* 
pn  your  union  with  Chrift,  i  Cor.  i*  21,  If  you  mifs  Chrift, 
you  muft  die  without  hope.  Will  not  this  draw  yoqr  defire^  to 
him?  ,   . 

Tentbfyf  Suppofe  you  were  at  the  judgment-feat  of  God, 
where  ypu  muft  ftiortly  ftand,  and  faw  the  terrors  of  the  Lord 
in  that  day  ^  the  ft^eep^ divided  from  the  goats ;  thefcntences  of 
^bfolution  and  condemnation  pafted,  by  the  great  and  awful 
Judge,  upon  the  righteous  and  wicked :  would  not  chrift  b^ 
then  deCreablc  in  your  eyes  ?  As  ever  you  expeft  to  ftand  with 
comfort  at  that  bar,  l^t  Chrift  be  the  defire  and  choice  of  youc 
fouls  now. 

Fifth  ufe,  for  dire£lion. 

Qp  th^,  or  any  other  confi derations,  put  thee  upon  this  en- 
quiry ;  haw  ftiall  I  get  my  defires  kindled  and  enflamed  to- 
wards  Chrift  ?  Alas  !  my  heart  is  cold  and  dead,  not  a  feriou^ 
^efire  fiirring  in  it  after  Chrift.  To  fiich  I  fliall  offer  the  fol- 
ipwing  direftions. 

Uire^,  I.  Redeem  fome  tipae  every  day  for  meditation;  get 
^ut  of  the  npif^  and  daipjour  of  the  world,  pia!,  iv.  4.  and  feri- 
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oofly  hetWnk  yourfelvcs  how  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  yom-  foal 
ftaods,  and  how  it  is  like  to  go  with  yoQ  for  ever  :  here  allfouad 
CODverfion  begins,  PfaL  cxix.  59. 

Diredl.  i.  Confidcr  fcrioufly  of  that  lamentable  Rate,  in  which 
you  came  into  the  world  ;  children  of  wrath  by  natore,  linder 
the  curfe  and  condemnation  of  the  law  :  fo  that  either  yoar  fiate 
touft  be  changed,  or  you  inevitably  damned,  John  iii.  3. 

Dire^,  3.  Confider  the  way  and  courle  you  have  ra^cen  fmce 
you  came  into  the  world,  proceeding  from  raiquity  to  in'rquity. 
What  commaad  of  God  hive  you  not  violated  a  thoufaod  times 
over  ?  What  fin  rs  committed  in  the  world,  that  you  are  not,  doe 
way  or  other,  guilty  of  bef<M-e  God  ?  How  many  fecret  fins  u- 
pon  your  fcore,  unknown  to  the  moft  intimate  friend  50U  have 
ia  the  world  ?  Either  this  guilt  muft  be  fepafated  from  your  foidsi 
or  your  fouls  from  God  to  all  eternity. 

DireB,  4.  Think  upon  the  fevere  wrath  of  God  due  to  every 
fin  ;  **  The  wages  of  fin  is  death,"  Rom.  vi,  23.,  And  how  into 
Icrable  the  fuhiefs  of  that  wrath  muft  be,  when  a  few  drops 
fpriokled  upon  the  confcience  in  this  world,  i«  fo  unf^pportabli, 
that  hath  made  fomc  tochufe  ftrangliqg,  rather  than  life;  and 
yet  this  wrarh  muft  abide  for  ever  upon  you,  if  you  get  notitt- 
tcreft  in  Jefas  Chrift,  John  iii.  3$. 

DireH*  5.  Ponder  well  the  happy  ftateand  condition  they  art 
in  who  have  obtained  pardon,, and  peace  by  Jefu§  Chrift,  Pfal. 
Kxxit.  12.  And  feeing  the  grace  of  God  is  free,  and  yod  arc  fet 
under  the  means  thereof ;  why  may  not  you  be  as  capable  there- 
bf  as  others  ? 

DireEf,  6.  Serioufly  confidcr  the  great  uncertainty  of  yoor 
time^  and  precioufnefs  of  the. opportunity  of  falvatlon,  never  to 
be  recovered,  when  they  are  once  part,  John  ix.  4.  let  this  pro- 
voke you  to  lay  hold  upon  ihofe  golden  feafons  whilft  thy  are  yet 
^ith  you  ;  that  you  may  not  bewail  your  folly  and  madnels, 
when  they  are  out  of  your  reach. 

Dire3,  ^.  Aflbciate  yourfetvcs  "with  ferious  Chriftians ;  get 
into  their  acqaalntance,  and  beg  their  alTrftance;  bcfeech  theni 
to  pray  for  you ;  and  fee  that  you  reft  not  here,  but  bcfreqoent- 
ly  upon  your  knees,  begging  of  the  Lord  a  new  heart,  andt 
pew  ftate. 

Jn  conclufioti  of  the  whole,  let  me  bcfefch  and  beg  all  the 

{jcople  'of  God,  a«  upon  my  knees,   to  take  heed,  and  beware, 
eft  by  the  carelefnefs  and  fcandal  of  their  lives,  they  queoch 
the  weak  d«fires  beginning  to  kindle  in  the  hearts  of  others. 
T6u  know  what  the  law  of  God  awards  for  ftriking  a  womaa 
^\yith  child,  fo  that  her  fruit  go  fit>m  her,  Exod.xxi:  22,  rj.  Q 
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ibed  oot  iottl-biood,  by  IliEiug  the  hopeful  defifes  of  any  af icr 
qhrift. 

fed  be  Cod  for  Jefus  Chrift^  the  defire  if  all  nations^ 


SERMON      XIV. 

CoDtabing  the  fifth  Mcttive  to  apply  Christ,  drawn 
from  another  excellent  Title  of  Christ. 

I  Cor.  ii.  8.  M^hich  none  of  the  princes  of  this  vtorld  have  known, 
for  had  they  known  him,  they  wouJd  not  have  crucified  the  Lord 
(f  glory. 

TN  this  chapter,  the  apoftle  difcoorfes  to  the  Corinthians,  of  the 
*  excellency  of  his  miniftry,  both  to  obviate  the  contempt  which 
feme  caft  opoo  tt  for  want  of  human  ornaments,  and  to  gire  the 
greater  authority  onto  it  among  all :  and  whereas  the  Iptritua) 
iroiplidry  of  his  min'fitry  laid  it  under  the  contempt  of  ibme>  he 
reaaoves  that  feveral  ways,  by  (hewing  them, 

Firfi^  That  it  was  not  foitable  to  the  defign  and  end  of  hi) 
mioiflry,  his  aim  being  '^  to  know  nothing  among  them,  fave  Je- 
•*  fusChrilt,  and  bim  crucified/*  ver.  i,  2. 

Secondly y  Neither  was  it  for  the. advantage  of  theh  fouls :  it 
might  indeed  tickle  tbetr  fancies,  but  could  be  no  folid  fouadati- 
00  to  their  faith  and  comfort,  ver.  4,  5. 

Thirdly y  Though  his  difcourfes  feemed  jejune  ^and  dry  to 
carnal  hearers,  yet  they  had  a  depth  and  excellency  in  them, 
which  fpirituat  and  judicious  Chrtftrans  faw  and  acknowledged/ 
vcr.  6,  7, 

Fourthly,  Therefore  this  excellent  wifdom  which  he  preached 
far  tranfcended  all  the  natural  wildom  of  this  world  ;  yea,  the 
iDoftraifed  and  improved  underAandings  of  thofe  that  were  moft 
rtnowned  and  admired  in  that  age  for  wifdom,  ver.  8.  *•  which 
*«  none  of  the  prir^ces  of  this  world  knew."* 

In  which  words  we  have, 

I*  A  negative  propofition. 

7.  The  proof  of  the  propofition. 

Firfl^  A  negative  propofition  :  None  of  the  princes  of  this 
world  knew  that  fpiritual  wifdom  which  he  taught.  By  princes 
of  this  worldi  or  rather,  principes  feculiy  the  princes  of  that 
age,  he  means,  as  Cameron  well  notes*  the  learned  Rabbi's, 
Scribes,  and  Pbarifees,  renowned  for  wifdom  and  learning  a  , 
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moDg  risem;  and  hoooure(]|,  upon  that  account,  as  fo  niany 
princes :  but  he  adds  a  diminutive  term,  which  darkens  alt  glo- 
ry. They  arc  but  the  princes  of  this  world,  utterly  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  wifdom  of  the  other  world.    To  which  he  adds, 

Seeondfyt  A  clear  and  full  proof;  *•  For  had  they  known  if, 
**  they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory."  In  which 
words  we  find  one  of  Chriil's  glorious  and  royal  titles.  The  Lord 
ef  glory  :  upon  which  title  will  be  my  prefent  difcourfe.  The 
words  being  fitly  rendered,  and  nothing  bf  ambiguity  in  them, 
they  give  us  this  obfervation^ 

Doft.  That  Chrift  crucified  is  the  Lord  of  glory* 
Great  and  excellent  is  the  glory  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fcriptores 
every  where  proclaim  his  glory ;  yea,  we  may  obferve  a  notable 
climax^  or  gradation,  in  thoie  fcriptures  that  fpeak  of  his  glory« 
The  pfbphet  Kaiah,  {peaking  of  him,  cajls  Ynm  glorious :  lia. 
iv.  2.  *'  In  that  day  (hall  the  branch  of  the  Lord  be  beaotifol  and 
•*  glorious,"  ]  John,  fpcaking  of  his  glory,  rifes  a  ftep  higbcr, 
and  afcribeth  to  him  a  ''  glory,  as  of  the  only  begotten  Son  <^the 
**  Father,"  John  i.  14.  z.  e.  a  glory  meet  for,  and  bec(»ning  the 
Son  of  God  :  proper  to  him,  and  incommunicable  to  any  other. 
The  apoftle  James  rifes  yet  higher,  and  doth  not  only  call  him 
glorious,  or  glorious  as  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father ;  b^t  the 
g^i^yt  James  ii.  i.  glory  in  the  abftraft;  "  My  brethren,  (faith 
"  he),  have  not  the, faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  the  glory, 
•*  with  refpeft  of  perfons  ;"  For  the  word  Lord,  which  is  in  our 
tranilation,  is  a  fupplement ;  Chrift  is  glory  itfelf,  yea,  the  gkiry 
emphatically  io  filled ;  the  glory  of  heaven  ;  the  glory  of  Siod  'i 
the  glor^  of  our  fouls  for  ever.  The  author  tO  the  Hebrews 
goes  yet  higher,  and  calls  him  not  fimply  the  glory,  but  "  the 
"  brighbefsof  the  Father's  glory,"  *  Heb.  i.  3.  as  though  he 
fhould  fay,  the  radiancy,  fparkling,  or  beaming  forth  of  his  Fa- 
ther's glory;  the  very  fplendor,  or  refulgency  of  divine  glory. 
O  what  a  glorious  Lord  is  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrft  !  the  brigbty 
fparkling  diamond  of  heaven  ;  who  ftiines  in  glory  there,  above 
the  glory  of  angels  and  faints,  as  the  cloi^  of  the  fun  excels  the 
leffcr,-  twinkling  ftars.  When  he  appeared  to  Paul,  Afts  Mvi. 
13.  "I  faw,  faith  he,  a  light  from  heaven  above  the  br^ht- 
;••  ncfs  of  the  fun,  ftiining  round  about  me  :"  Needs  miift  tJic 
glory  of  Chrift  be  unfpeakable,  who  reflefts  glory  upon  al)  that 
are  with  him,  John  xvii.  24.  and  ftarops  glory  upon  all  that 
belong  to  him.  His  works  on  earth  Vfcrc  glorious  works,  Lmke 
xiii.  17.  the  purchafed  liberty  of  bis  people,  a  glorious  libertji 
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Rom.  m.  21.  the  churdi  his  myftical  body,  a  glorious  church, 
Eph.  V.  27.  the  goFpel  which  reveals  bun,  is  a  glorious  gofpel, 
'  1  Tiih.  i.  I  li 

But,  more  particularly,  let  us  coofider  the  glory  c^  ChtlR, 
as  it  is  didiognifhed  into  his,  either^ 

1.  EiTential,  or, 

2.  Mediatorial  glory. 

Firfi,  Th«  cffential  glory  of  Chfift,  which  he  hath  as  God 
from  everlaQitig ;  which  is  unfpeakable  and  unconceivable  glo- 
ry: For  (faith  the  apoftle,  Phil.  ii.  6.)  "  He  being  in  the  foriii 
"  of  God,  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,"  (1.  <.) 
he  had  a  peerage  or  equality  with  his  Father  in  glory ;  John  3t. 
30.  **  I  and  my  Father  are  one."  And  again,  John  xvi.  1 5. 
•*  All  things  that  the  Father  hath,  are  mine :"  the  fame  name, 
the  fame  natttre,  the  fame  eflential  proper  ties,  the  fame  will, 
and  the  fame  glory. 

:  Secondly,  The  mediatorial  glory  of  Chrift  is  exceediiig  great. 
This  is  proper  to  him,  as  the  head  of  the  church,  ^hich  he  hath 
porchafed  with  his  own  bldod.  Of  this  glory  the  apoftle  fpeaks, 
i^Phil  ii.  9,  lOi  '*  Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  exalted  him,  and 
"  given  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name,"  ifc,  V7n^v^»vi, 
exalted  above  all  exaltation.  Now  the  mediatorial  glory  of  out 
»Lord  Jefus  Ghrift  confifteth  cither, 

1.  In  the  fiilticfs  of  grace  inherettt  in  him  :  or, 

2.  In  the  dignity  and  authority  put  upon  him. 

Firfi,  Iti  the  fulnels  of  grace  inherent  in  him :  The  huind- 
yity  of  Chrift  is  filled  with  grace»  as  the  fun  with  light :  Joha 
!•  14.  "  Full  of  grace  and  truth.*'  Never  any  creature  was  fil- 
led by  the  Spirit  of  grace,  as  the  man  Chrift  JefUs  is  filled ;  for 
"  God  gives  not  the  Spirit  to  him  by  meafure,"  John  lii.  34. 
By  reafon  of  .this  fulnefs  of  grace  inherettt  in  him,  he  is  "  faifer  , 
*'  than  the  children  of  men,"  Pfal.  xlv.  2.  excelling  all  the  faints 
fa  fpiritual  luftre  and  gracious  excellencies. 

Secondly,  In  the  dignity'and  authority  put  Ut)on  him.  He  is 
crowned  King  in  Siou  ;  all  pcJwer  in  heaven  and  earth  is  givea 
iJnto  him.  Mat.  Xxviii.  18.  he  is  a  kw-tgiver  to  the  church, 
James  iv.  ii,  allikfts  of  worftiip  are  to  be  performed  in  his 
name;  prayer,  preachiug,  cenftires,  (acraments,«  all  to  be  ad- 
toiniftred  iu  his  nanie.  Churchy-officers  are  commiffioned  by 
him,  Eph.  iv.  11.  The  JudgrUent  of  the  world  in  the  great 
%  will'  be  admlniftred  by  him ;  Mat.  xxr.  31.  "  Then  (hall 
•*  he  fit  upon  the  throne  oi  his  glory." 

To  cdncludej  Jcfus  Chrift  ftiall  have  glory  aid  honour  z^ 

VoL.lL  .  Yy 
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fcribed  to  himfor  evermore,  by  aogcls  aorf  faiats,  upoa  ibeac- 
cauQt  of  bis  mediatorial  work :  this  fome  divines  call  \\s$  paflive 
glory,  the  glory  which  he  is  faid  to  receive  from  his  redecaaed 
ooes.  Rev.  v.  8,  9,  10.  ''  And  whea  he  had  taken  th^  book^ 
'*  the  four  beafls,  and  the  four  s^nd  twenty  elders,  fell  down  Ix- 
**  fore  the  Lamb,  having  every  one  of  them  harps,  and  golden 
**  vials  full  of  odours,  which  are  the  prayers  of  the  faints ;  and . 
"  tliey  fung  a  new  long,  faying*  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the 
*'  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof:  for  thou  waA  ilain,  aod, 
/*  haft  redeemed  us  la  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred, 
'*  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,"  (be.  And  thus  job 
fee,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is,  upoa  all  accounts,  the  Ud 
of  ghry.     The  ufes  follow. 

Inference  i. 

How  wonderful  was  the  love  of  Chrift ^  the  Lord  cf  glory ^  to  kft 

ahjfedand  humhied,  as  he  was  for  us  ^v  tie  andftnfuldxift?  Itisafc 

nilhing  to  conceive,  that  ever  Jefus  Chrift  fhould  flrip  himlelt 

of  his  robes  of  glory,  to  clothe  himfelf  with  the  mean  garHKflt 

of  our  flefh  :  O  what  a  ftoop  did  he  make,  in  bis  incarnatios, 

fjr  us!  If  the  tX)C)(l  magnificent  naonarch  upon  ear^b  hadbeefl 

degraded  into  a  toad  ;  if  the  fun  in  the  heavens  had  been  turn* 

ed  into  a  wandering  atom  ;  if  the  moft  glorious  angel  inhcavfia 

had  been  transformed  even  into  a  fly;  it  had  been  nothlDato 

the  abafement  of  the  Lord  of  glory.     This  aft  is  every  where 

cefebrated  in  fcripture,  as  the  great  myftery,  the  afloDitog 

wonder  of  the  whole  world,  2  Tim.  iii.  16.  Phil,  ii,  8.  Rom. 

viii.  3.     The  Lord  of  glory  looked  not  like  himjelf,  wheals 

came  in  the  habit  of  a  man ;  Ifa.  liii.  3.  "  We  hid,  as  it  were, 

."  our  faces  from  him  :*'  Nay,  rather  like  a  worm,  than  a  ©afll 

Pfal.  Kxii.  6.  **  A  reproach  of  nien,  and  defpilt^i  of  the  people." 

The  birds  of  the  air,  and  beafts  of  the  earth  were  here  provid* 

cd  of  better  accomodations  than  tlie  Lord  of  glory,  Mar.vui. 

20.     O  ftupendous  abafement !  O  love  unfpeakable  !  **  Thoo^ 

•'  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became  poor,  that  we  throogb 

*'  his  poverty  might  be  rich,"  2  Cor.  vili.  9.     He  pnt  oiTtbt 

.   crown  of  glory,  to  put  on  the  crown  of  thorns:  ^lantoprotn 

viUor,  tanto  mihi  charior,  faid  Bernard  ;  The  lower  he  huaaWw 

Jiimfelf  for  me,  the  dearer  he  fhall  be  to  me. 

Infer.  2.  How  tranfcendently  glofi&us  is  the- advancemtnt  if 
^  believers y  by  their  union  with  the  Lord,  of  glory  !  This,  alfo,^ 
an  admirable  and  aftonifliing  myftery;  1%  is  the  higheft  digtrity 
of  which  our  nature  is  capable,  to  b^  hypoftatically  aoitcd; 
and  the  greateft  glory  of  which  om  perfons  Sirc  capable,  to  be 
myftically   united  to  this  Lord  of  glory;  to  be  bone  ai^ 
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booe,  and  flefti  of  his  flcfh.    O,  what  is  this !  Chriftian  doft  • 
thou  know  and  believe  all  this,  and  thy  heart  not  burn,  withia 
thee,  in  love  to  Chrift  ?  O  I  then,  what  a  heart  haft  thou  ? 
"What  art  thou,  by  nature,  but  finful  duft,  a  loathfome  iinncc, 
filer  than  the  vileft  creatur^,  call  out  to  the  loathing  ^of  thy 
pcrfon  in  the  day  oi  thy  nativity  !  O  that  ever  the  £ord  of 
glory  (hould   unite  himfelf  to  fuch  a  lump  of  vilenefs !  take 
ftch  1  wretch  into  his  very  bofbm !  Be  aftonifhed,  O  heavens 
aod  earth,  at  this  1  this  is   the  great  myftery  which  the  angels 
flooped  down  to  look  into:  Such  an  honour  as  this,   could 
fievcr  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man.     It  would  have  fecm- 
ed  a  rode  blafphemy  in  us,  to  once  have  thought,  or  fpokea 
offoch  a  thing,  had  not  Chrift  made  firft  the  motion  thereof: 
Yet  how  long  didft  thou  make  this  Lord  of  glory  wait  upon  thy' 
Dodetermined  will,  before  he  gained  thy  confent  ?  ^ight  he 
Dot  juftly  have  fpurned  thee  into  hell,  upon  thy  firft  refufal, 
and  never  have  made  thee  fuch  another  offer  I  Wilt  thou  not 
Sy,  Lord,  what  am  I,  ^nd  what  is  my  father's  houfe,  that  fb 
)|>tat  a  King  (hould  ftoop  fo  far  beneath  himfelf,  to  fuch  a  worm 
iii  I  am !  That  ftrength  (hould  unite  itfelf  to  weaknefs,  infinite 
jlory  to  fuch  bafcnels  !  O  grace,  grace,  for  ever  to  be  admired  ! 
.  Infer,  3.  Is  Jefus  Chrift  the  liord  of  glory  ?  Then  let  no  man 
"mM  himfelf  difhonoured  by  fvffering  the  vilefl  indignities  for 
^/ake  .-The  Lord  of  glory  puts  glory  upon  the  very  fuffering 
^  undergo  in  this  world  for  him.     "  Mofes  efteemed  the  re- 
*  prOfifches  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt,"' 
3eb.  xi.  26.  he  caft  a  kingdom  at  his  heels,  to  be  crowned  with 
«prOachcs,  for  the  name  of  Chrift.     The  diadem  of  Egypt  was 
»0t  half  (b  glorious,  as  felf-denial  for  Chrift.     This  Lord  of 
jbry  freely  degraded  himfelf  for  thee,  wilt  thou  ftand  hcfitat- 
Bg  with  him  upon  terms  ?  It  is  certainly  your  honour  to  be  dif- 
wndured  for  Chrift,  Afts  V.  41.  to  you  it  is  given,  in  behalf  of 
Jhrift,  not  only  to  believe,,  but  alfo  to  fuffer  for  his  fake,  Phil. 
'  29.     The  gift  of  fuffering  is  there  matched  with  the-gift  of 
aith ;  it  is  given  as  an  honor ariumy  a  badge  of  honour  to  fuffer 
br  the  LoF<i  of  glory.'    As  all  have  not  the  honour  to  wear  the 
«)Wn  of  glory  in  heaven,  fo  few  have  the  honour  to  wear  the 
bain  of  Chrift  upon  earth.     *  Thuanus  reports  of  Lodovicus^ . 
4arfacus^  a  knight  of  France,  that,  being  led  to  fuffer  with  ^ 
(ther  tuartyrs,  who  were  bound,  and  he  unbound,  becaufe  a 
y  y  2 

*  Cur  me  non  quoque  torque  donas  ^et  inf.gnis  bujus  or  dints  ?«i- 
'^^m  crcas  (    Thuanus, 
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perioQ  of  honoar;  he  cried  out,  "  Why  don^t  you  honour 
f  ^  me  with  a  chain,  too^'  and  create  me  a  kn^ht  of  that  no- 
^*  ble  order?"  My  brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into 
divers  temptations,  Jatnes  i.  2.  (i.  e*)  trials  by  fufferings.  Da- 
yid  thought  it  an  honour  to  be  vile  fpr  God,  and  that  is  ^  trae 
obfervation,  that  difgrace  itfetf  is  glorious  when  endured  for  the 
Lord  of  glory. 

Irfer.  4.  Is  Chrift  the  Lord  of  glory?  Hmu ghrvms^^heuy 
Jball  the  faints  one  day  be^  when  theyJhaU  be  made  like  this  glorif 
pus  Lord,  and  partake  of  bis  glory  in  heaven  ^  John  xvii.  22, 
"  The  glory  which  thou  gaveu  me,  I  hare  given  them  :*'  Yea, 
the  vile  bodies  of  believers  (hall  be  made  like  tp  the  glorious 
body  of  Chrift,  Phil  iii.  21.  What  glory,  then,  will  be  com- 
municated to  their  (buls  f  True,  his  eflential  glory  is  incommo- 
picable ;  but  there  is  a  glory  which  Chrift  will  communicate  tct 
hjs  people.  •*  When  he  comes  to  judge  the  world,  he  will  come 
*'  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints^  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them 
<*  that  believe,"  2  Thef.  i.  10.  Thus  he  fecmeth  to  accouot 
his  foclal  glory,  which  (hall  refult  from  his  faints,  a  g^eat  part 
of  his  own  glory  :  As  we  have  now  feliow(hip  with  him  ia 
his  fufferings,  fo  we  (hall  have  a  fellow(hip,  or  commuDion  wit^ 
him,  in  his  glory  :  When  he  (hall  appear,  then  (ball  we,  alio, 
appear  with  him  in  glory ;  then  the  pooreft  believer  (hall  be 
more  glorious  than  Solomon,  in  all  his  royalty.  It  was  a  pioas 
faying  of  Luther,  that  he  had  rather  bie  Chriftianu^  rufiicus, 
quant  Etbnicus  AUxander  s  a  Chriftian^&tvft,  than  a,  Pagan  «m- 
peror.  The  righteous  is  more  excelieoft  than  his  neighbonr, 
though  he  live  next  door  to  a  gracelefs  nobleman  :  But  it  doth 
cot  yet  appear  what  they  (hall  be.  The  day  will  cpme,  it  ter- 
tainly  will  come,  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it,  when  they  (half 
ihlne  foirth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father, 

Infer.  5.  Horw  hath  the  devil  blindfolded,  and  deluded  them  thO. 
are  frighted  of  from  Chrift,  by  the  fears  of  being  difionoured  hj 
him  f  Many  peripns  have  half  a  mind  to  religion,  but  when  they 
confider  the  generality  pf  its  profe(rors  to  be  perfons  rf  the 
ioweft,  and  meancft  rank  ip  the  world,  and  that  reproaches  and 
fiifterings  attend  that  way ;  they  (brink  back  as  men  ail^amed, 
^md  as  Salviap  f^ijj),  l\Hal%  effe  coguntur,  neviies  habeantur ;  they 
<:bu(c  rather  to  remain  wicked,  than  to  become  vile  :  But  ta 
them  that  believe,  Chrift  is  an  honour ;  «s  the  word,  which  we 
tranflate  precious,  might  be  rendered,  1  Per.  ii.  f.  Till  God 
opens  mens  eyes  thps,  they  will  put  evil  for  good,  and  good  for 
e^l.  I^qt  P  dear  bpught  honours,  for  which  men  ftake  tbeir 
finils,  ajid  cyerlafting' happincfs  I  jPaul  was.  not  of  your  miodi| 
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yet  for  birth  he  was  an  Hebrew  <rf  the  Hebrews;  fbr  dignity,  ; 
and  eAeepi,  a  Pharisee ;  for  moral  a^complidimeots,  toochiog 
the  law,  Waoelefs  :  Yet  all  this  he  trampled  under  his  feet, 
CGQQtiag  it  all  but  drpfs,  ^nd  dung,  in  compariron  of  Jefog  / 
tChrift.    Mofes  had  nun-e  honour,  to  lay  down  for  Chrift,  than , 
yoa ;  yet  it  was  no  temptation  to  him,  to  conceal  or  deny  thd 
faith  of  Cfarift,    Noble  Galeadus  would  not  be  wiih-held  from  . 
Chrift  by  the  fplendor  and  glory  of  Italy ;  but  O  how  doth  the  , 
glory  of  this  world  dazzle,  and  blind  the  eyes  of  many :  '*  How 
'♦  can  "ye. believe  (faith  Ghril^)  who  receive  honour  one  of  ano- 
"  ther  V]  John  v.  44.  Sa^)tsand  fmners,  upon  this  account,  are 
wonders  one  to  the  other,    It  is  the  wonder  of  the  world,  to 
fee  Ghriflians  glorying  in  reproaches;  they  wonder  that  the 
faints  run  not  with  them  into  the  fame  excefsof  riot ;  and  it  is 
ft  WQjQder  to  believers,  how  fqch  poor  toys,  and  eippty  titles  (ra- 
ther than  titles  of  honour)  fhould  keep  the  world,  as  itdoth, 
from  Jefus  Chrift,  and  their  eyerlafting  bappinefs  in  him. 

lftfer,6.  If  Chrift  be  the  Lord  of  glory,  hcnv  careful Jbcfuli 
fill  he  who  profe/s  him,  that  they  do  not  dijbonour  Jefus  Chrifi^  , 
vfhofe  name  is  called  upon  by  them  ?  Chrift  is  a  glory  to  you» 
he  not  you  a  (bame  and  di(hononr  to  him.  How  careful  had 
Chrifiians  need  be,  to  draw  every  line,  and  action  of  their 
lives  exaftly:  The  more  glorious  Chrift  is,  the  mcwe  circum- 
fped  and  watchful  ye  had  need  to  be.  How  lovdy  would 
Jefus  Chrift  appear  to  the  world,  if  the. lives  of  Chrifiians  did 
adorn  the  d^rine  of  God  their  Saviour,  in  all  things  I  Remem- 
ber you  rej^refent  the  Lord  of  glory  to  the  world ;  it  is  not 
yoor  honour  only,  but  the  honour  of  Chrift  which  is  engaged, 
and  concerned  in  your  adtions*  O  let  not  the  carelcftbefs,  or 
icandals.  of  your  life,  make  Jefus  Chrift  afhamed  to  be  called 
Jiwr  Lord.  When  Ifrael  had  grievoufly  revolted  from  God^ 
he  bids  Mofes  rife  and  get  down  from  thence;  for  (f^th  he), 
thy  people,  whid\  thou  haft  brought  forth  out  of  Egypt,  have 
^corrupted  themfelves,  Deut.  ix.  1 2.  as  the  Lord  were  aftiamed 
to  own  them 'for  his  people  any  longer.  It  was  a  cutting  qucf* 
tien,  James  ii.  7.  apt  to  ftartle  the  conlciences  of  thole  loofe 
profeflbrs ;  *•  Do  they  not  blafpheme  that  worthy  name  by  which 
"  ye  are  called?"  Your  duty  is;  to  adorn  the  gofpcl  by  your 
converfationsi  Titus  ii.  10.  The  words  fignify  to  deck^  trim, 
or  adorn  the  gofpel,  4*  make  it  trim,  neat,  and  lovely,  to  the 
eyes  of  beholders.  When  there  is  fuch  a  beautiful^harmony, 
and  lovely  proportion '  betwixt  Chrifl's  doftrine  andf  your  prac- 
tices, as  there  is  in  the  works  of  creation,  wherein  the  comeli- 
^efs  and  elegaiacy  of  the  world  nmch  conftfts^  (for  to  this  th^ 
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apoAle*s  word  here  alludes)  then  do  we  walk  faitably  to  the 
Lord  <tf  glory. 

lofen  7.  IVhat  delight  Jhould  Chriftians  take  in  their  daily  con- 
verfe  with  Jc/us  Chri/i  in  the  way  of  duty  P  *  Your  converfes  ia 
prayer,  hearing,  and  meditattoo,  are  with  the  Lord  of  glory : 
The  greaieA  peers  ia  the  kiDgdom,  accouac  it  more  honour  to 
be  ia  the  preience  of  a  king,  bare*headed,  or  upoo  the  knee  ar 
court,  than  to  have  thoufaods  ftanding  bare  to  them  ia  the  coun- 
try. When  you  are  called  to  the  duties  of  communioa  with 
Chrift,  you  are  called  to  the  greatefl  honour,  digniBed  withthe 
nobleft  privilege  creatures  are  capable  of  in  this  worl^ :  Had  you 
bat  a  fenfe  of  that  honour  God  puts  upon  you  by  this  means, 
you  would  not  need  fo  much  preffing  and  Ariving,  to  bring  a 
dead  and  backward  heart  into  the  fpecial  prefence  of  Jefus  Chril>. 
When  be  faith,  Seek  ye  my  face,  your  hearts  (bould  echo  ro 
his  calls;  Thy  face.  Lord,  will  we  feek.  But,  alas  !  the  glo* 
ry  of  Chrift  is  much  hid,  and  veiled,  by  ignorance,  and  oube*. 
lief,  from  the  eyes  of  his  o^n  people ;  it  is  but  feldom  the  beil 
of  faints,  by  the  eye  of  faith,  do  fee  the  king  10  bis  glory, 

Infer.  8.  If  Ghrift  be  fo  glorious,  how  Jhould  believers  long  to 
bi  with  hiniy  and  behold  him  in  his  glory  above  /  Moft  men  need 
patience  to  die^  a  believer  fhould  need  patience  to  live.  Paal 
thought  it  well  worth  enduring  the  pang^  of  death,  to  get  a 
fighi  of  Jefns  Chrift  in  his  glory,  Phil.  i.  23,  •'  The  Lord  dircft 
**  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  patient  wailing  for 
*<  Chrift,"  (feith  the  apoftlc)  2  TbeiT.  iii.  5.  intimating,  that  the 
ikints  have  great  need  of  patience,  to  enable  tliiem  to  endure  the 
ftatc  of  dift^nce  and  feparation  from  Chrift,  fo  long  as  tibey  moft 
endure  it  in  this  world.  The  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  comtt 
mid  let  him  that  heareth,  fay,  come,  and  let,  him  that  is  a  thir/t 
come :  even  foy  come  Lord  Jefus,  and  be  thou  as  a  Jwift  roe  upoK 
the  m^ntains  of  feparation. 

.  Bleffed  he  God  for  Jefus  Chrtfl,    the  Lord  of  ghry. 

'.♦Suppofe  (faith  Mr.  Rutherford)  there  were  no  letter  of  com- 
mand,  yet  there  is  a  fultablencfs  becwixt  the  law  engraven  on  the 
heart,  and  the  fpiritual  matter  commanded.  There  is  an  heaven  io 
the  boforo  of  prayer,  though  there  were  not  a  grilling  of  the  fuiu 
Rutherford's  Treat  if e  of  the  Covenant  y  /    4  -  • 
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Opening  the  fixth  Motive  to  come  to  Christ,  contain- 
^  in  the  fixth  and  lafl:  TTitlc  of  Christ, 

Luke  ii.  25.  — — /Tt/f^m^  for  the  {Confolation\  of  IfraeL 

CEveral  glorions  titles  of  Chrift  have  been  already  fpoken  to, 
*^  out  of  each  of  which,  much  comfort  flows  to  believers  :  It 
is  comfortable  to  a  wounded  foul,  to  eye  him  as  a  phyfician; 
comfortable  to  a  condemned  and  unworthy  foul,  to  look  upon 
hiro  under  the  notion  of  mercy  :  The  lovelinefs,  the  defirable- 
nefs,  and  the  glory  of  Chriil,  arc  all  fo  many  fprlngs  of  confola- 
tion.  Bat  now  I  am  to  (hew  you,  from  this  fcripture,  that  the 
faints  have  not  only  much  confolation  fromChrid,  but  that  Chrift 
hiffllelf  18  the  very  confolation  of  believers :  He  is  pure  comfort 
wrapped  up  in  flefh  and  blood. 

In  this  context,  you  have  in  account  of  Simeon's  prophecy 
concerning  Chrift  ;  and  in  this  text,  a  defcription  of  the  perfoo, 
and  quality  of  Simeon  himfclf,  who  is  defcribed  two  ways. 

1.  By  his  praEfice. 

2.  By  his  principle. 

His  praf^ice  was  heavenly,  and  holy ;  he  was  zju/i  and  devout 
tnan  :  The  principle  from  which  his  rlghtcoufnefs  and  holineft 
'dkj  flow,  was  hi«  faith  in  Chrift  ;  •'  he  waited  for  the  confolatioti 
•*  of  ifrael.'*     In  which  words  by  way  oi periphrafis^  wc  have, 

1.  A  defcription  of  Chrift,  the  confolation  of  Ifrad. 

1,  The  defcription  of  a  believer,  one  that  waited  for  Chrift. 

Firfty  That  the  confolation  of  Ifrael  is  a  phrafe  dcfcriptjve  of 
Jcfos  Chrift,  is  beyond  all  doubt,  if  yon  confult  ver.  26.  where 
he,  (i/e.)  Simeon  is  faiisficd  by  receiving  Chrift  in  to  his  arms, 
th(  confolation  for  which  he  had  fo  long  waited, 

'  Secondly y  *  And  that  waiting  for  Chrift  is  a  phrafe  defcribing 
the  believers  of  thole  times  that  preceded  the  incarnation  of 
<-hrift,  is  paft  doubt ;  they  all  waited  for  that  blcffed  day :  But 
•it  Was  Simeon's  lot  to  fall  juft  upon  that  happy  point  of  time, 
therein  the  prophecies  and  promifes  of  his  incarnation  were  ful- 
filled. Simeon,  and  others  that  waited  with  him,  were  fcnfible^ 
that  the  time  of  the  promife  was  come,  which  could  not  but 

*  It  w  a  phrafe,  common  and  well  known  among  the  Jews  at 
that  time,  by  which  the  coming  of  Chrift  was  (ignified*  Ludov, 
Cape/L 
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raife  (as  indeed  it  dtd)  a  general  expeftatioa  of  hmi^  John  ix. 
i^.  But  SinieoQ's  faith  was  confirmed,  by  a  particular  reveia- 
don,  ver.  26.  That  he  (hould  fee  Chrift  before  he  faw  death, 
'  which  couid  not  but  greatly  encourage  and  raife  hi^  expeftatioft 
to  look  out  for  him,  whofe  coming  would  be  the  greateft  coofo- 
lation  to  the  whole  Ifrael  of  God.  The  confolatixm  vrmfentXnm* 
The  Spirit  is  frequently  called  in  fcripture,  ^et^uKTm^a  the  donif 
/orter  :  But  Chrift,  in  this  place,  is  called  !r«p«ueAii$«,  comfort,  or 
confolation  it/elf:  The  reafon  of  both  is  gi^en  in  John  xvi,  14. 
«*  He  fhall  take  of  niine  and  (liew  it  unto  you  :"  Where  Cbrft 
is  faid  to  be  the  matter,  and  the  Spirit,  the  applier  of  true  cena- 
fort  to  the  people  of  God.  Npw  this  confolation  is  here  es- 
preffed  both  with  a  fiagular  emphafts  [the  confolation]  intimating 
that  there  is  nothing  of  confolation  in  any  thing  beHdes  him;' 
all  other  comforts  coiili pared  yith  this,  are  not  worth  naming. 
>\nd  as  it  is  empbaticajly  expreffed,  {6  it  is  alfo  Iroiired  and 
bounded  within  the  dompafs  of  God*s  Ifrael,  ft.  e.J  true  belie- 
vers, filled  the  Ifrael  of  Cod,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  Gal.  w. 
x(>.  From  whence  the  point  of  doflrine  is, 
* '  Doft.  That  Jefus  Chrjfiis  the  only  confolation  qf  believers,  ani 
of  none  hcfi.de s  them. 
So  fpeaks  the  apoftle,  Phil.  iii.  3.  *'  For  we  are  the  dream- 
•*  cifion,>vhlch  worfliip  God  in  the  Sp'irit,  and  rejoice  in  Chrift 
.**  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  fle(h."  Thofe  that  war- 
Jh'ip  God  in  the  Spirit  arc  flncere  believers  }  to  fuch  fincere  t)e- 
lievers,  Chrift  is  confolation,  our  refoicing  is  in  Chrift  Jefus^i 
And  they  hayc  no  confolation  in  any  thing  befide  him ;  nothing 
In  the  world  can  give  them  comfort  without  Ghrift,  We  have  m 
confidence  ih  the  ftefhs  The  gofpel  is  glad  tidintoi  of  great  joy; 
but  that  which  makes  it  to  be  fo,  is  Jefus  Chriit,  whom  it  im- 
parts and  reveals  to  us,  Luke  11*  10,  11.  In  the  opening  of  this 
comfortable  point,  four  things  muft  be  fpokcn  to^  for  the  right 
ftatiog  the  method  of  our  difcourfe,  viz. 

1.  What  is  meant  by  confolation. 

2.  That  Chrift,  and  he  oiily,  is  confolation  to  believers. 

3.  That  believers  only  have  confolation  in  Chrift. 

4.  How  it  comes  to  pafi,  that  any  believer  fliould  be  deje^ed, 
Cnce  Chrift  is  confolation  to  all  believers. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  opened,  is  the  nature  of  confolation, 
which  is  nothing  elfe  but  M^  chearinefs  of  a  man^s  fpirit,  ivhere- 
hy  he  is  upheld,  and  fortified  againft  all  evils  felt,  or  feared. 
Confolation  13  tp  the  foul,  what  health  is  to  the  body  after  waft- 
ing ficknefs  ;  or  the  reviving  fpring,  to  the  earth,  after  a  long 
and  hard  winter.     And  there  arc  three  forts  of  confolation,  of 
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CQfiifort^  fbitable  to  tbe  difpofitioQ  and  temper  of  the  miixdi 
viz. 

Natural^ 
Siofu],  and 
Spiritaal. 

Natural  corHfort  is  the  refredmicnt  of  Our  natural  fpirltS  bjr 
the  good  acatures  6f  God,  Afts  xiv.  17.  "  Filling  ihHr  hearts 
"  with  food  and  gladnefs/*  Sinful  comfort  is  the  fatisfaftiod 
and  pleafure  men  take  id  the  fulfilling  of  their  lulls,  by  the  a- 
bofc  of  the  creatures  of  Qod,'^  James  v^  5^  *«  Ye  haVe  lived  ia 
*'  plcafiire  upon  earth/'  (i.  e^J  your  life  hath  been  a  life  oC 
faifuality  and  fin. 

Spiritual  contort  is  the  refrefliment,  peace,  and  jdy,  gracious 
fouls  have  in  Chrift,  by  the  cxercife  of  faith,  hope,  and  Other 
graces,  Rom.  v.  2.  And  this  only  defer Ves  the  name  of  true  fo* 
fid  confoiation  :  To  which  four  things  are  required. 

f^irfi^  That  the  matter  thereof  be  fome  fpiritual,  ertiincnt^ 
aod  durable  good  ;  elfe  our  confoiation  in  it  will  be  but  as  th^ 
crackliijig  of  thorns  under  a  pot,  a  fudden  blaze,  quickly  extinft 
l«^ith  the  failing  matter  of  it.  Chrift  only  gives  the  matter  o£ 
folid  durable  confoiation ;  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  the  par- 
doa  of  fin,  the  favour  of  God,  the  kopcs  of  glory,  are  the  fub* 
fiantial  materials  of  a  believer's  confoiation,  Kom.  v.  2.  Matth* 
Ix.  2.  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7.  2  Pet.  i.  8.  Things  are  as  their  foundati* 
ws  be. 

Secondly^  InUrefi  and  propriety  in  thefe  comfortable  things^ 
ftre  rcquifite  to  our  confoiation  by  them ;  Luke  i.  47,  ^*  My  fpi* 
**  rlt  rcjoiceth  in  God  my  Saviour.'*  It  is  no  qonfolaVion  to  him 
that  IS  hungry,  to  fee  a  feaft ;  to  him  that  is  poor  to  fee  a  trea-, 
fure ;  if  the  one  may  not  tafte,  or  the  other  partake  thereof^ 

Thirdly,  Knowledge,  and  evidence  of  intereft,  in  fome  degree^ 
Isrequifice,  to  a£lual  confoiation,  though  without  it  a  man  may 
be  in  the  ftate  of  confoiation  ;  for  that  which  appears  not,  is  (ia 
poit)t  of  aftual  comfort)  as  if  it  were  not.    . 

Fourthl^fyln  order  hereunto,  the  work  of  the  Spirit  Upon  our 
hearts  is  r^uifite,  both  to  give,  and  clear  our  Intereft  in  Chrift, 
feod  the  ofomifes :  And  both  thefe  ways  he  is  the  Comforter, 
*'  The  frpit  of  the  Spirit  is  joy,'*  Gal.  v*  23.  And  thus  briefly 
of  the  natjure  of  confoiation* 

Secondly,  Next  I  will  ftiew  you  that  Chrift,  and  he  only,  is 
Matter  of  confoiation  to  believers  :  which  will  demonftratively 
appear  by  this  argument.  ; 

Arg.  He  that  brings  to  their  fouls  all  that  is  conlfortable,  and 

Vol.  U.  Z2 
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removes  from  their  fouls  all  that  is  uncomfortable^  muftiicedsic 
the  only  confoiatioa  of  believers. 

But  Jefus  Chiift  brings  to  their  fouls  all  that  is  comfortable, 
and  removes  from  their  fouls  all  that  is  uncomfor tables 

Therefore  Chjift  only  is  the  confolation  of  believers. 

Firjl^  Jcfus  Chrifl  brings  wbatfoever  is  comfortable  to  thfi 
fouls  of  believers.  Is  pardon  comfortable  to  a  perfon  condcBJ- 
0cd  \  Nothing  can  be  matter  of  greater  comfort  in  this  worli 
Why,  this  Chrift  brings  to  all  believers,  Jer.  xxiii*  6.  **  Andttii 
**  Is  the  name  whereby  he  fball  be  Galle;d,  the  Lord  our  riglit€: 
**  ouftefs."  This  cannot  but  give  ftrong  confoiatioa ;  rightet 
oufnefs  is  the  foundation  of  peace  and  joy  In  the  Holy  GhoHl 
Rom.  xi^*  17.  •*  The  work  of  righteoufnefs  (hall  be  peace;  ifflJ 
**  the  cfFe6l  of  righteoufuefs,  qaietncfs,  and  affurance  forever* 
Ifa.  xxxii.  17.  Come  to  a  dcjefted  foul,  libquring  underilii 
burden  of  guilt,  and  fay,  cheer  up,  I  bring  yoti  good  tidlDgs'i 
there  is  fuch  ^n  eftjite  befallen  you,  or  fuch  a  troublefome  bnlV 
-nefs  comfortaby  ended  for  you;  alas!  this  will  not  reach tHc 
heart :  If  you  can  bring  iije  (faith  he)  good  news  from  heavefl; 
.that  my  fins  are  forgiven,  and  Cod  recancifed,  how  foon  (hooli 
I  be  comforted!  And  therefore  (as  one  well  obferves)  thiswaJ 
the  ufual  receipt  with  wbicH  Chiift  cured  the  fouls  of 'menan^ 
women,  whpn.he  was  here  on  eartb  ;  Son. or  daughter,  "b? 
**  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  be  forgiven  thee/'  Aild,  indeed,  if 
^  is  as  eafy  to  feparate  ligh.t  and  warmth  ftom  the  beams*  of  IM 
fun,  as  cbeerinefs  and  com  fort,  from  the  voice  of  pardon.      . 

Arc  the  hopes  and  expeftations  of  heaven  and  gk>ry  comfoit* 
able  1  Yea  fure,  nothing  i^.  comfortable  If  this  be  not ;  Rotn.y- 
7.  **  We  rejoice.  Jn  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.""  Now^  Cbtill 
brings  td  th^; fouls  of  meri  all  the  folrd  groQuds,  and  foodcfatioiiJ 
.upon  which  they  build  their  txpeftatibns  of  glory,  CoL  i.  2j. 
.."  Which  i«  Chrifl,  in,  you,,  the  hope  of  g^ry."  Name  any 
thing  elfe  that  is  foiid  matter  of  comfort  to  .the  fouls  of  iccJf 
and  the  grounds  thereof  will  Bi  found  in.  (Jhrift,  and  in  uoi 
but  Chrirt  :  asinight  eaflly  be  demotiftrated  by  the  enumeration 
of  multit-udes  of  particular  inflancca,  which  I  c^-mnot  now  inj? 
opon.      •      .,,.,,        ,       •  .         -       • 

Secondly y  Jefu«  Chrm  removes  from' believers  whatever  is  off' 

'.comfortable;  therein  relieving  them  againA  all  the  matters  ffi 

their  affliftipn  arid,  forrow...   As  c^aiTJtly,^      '  ,• 

Firfti  Is/fm-a  :bar4eo  and  matter  of  tjoiible,  lo  belieyerS' 
Chriit,  and  none  but  Chrifl,  removes  that  burden^  Rom.vii.  24» 
2c.  "  O  -wrcfched^man  that  I  am!  (fatth  fin-bufdcncd  Paul) 
*•  who  will  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  dealK  ?  1  tWB* 
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**  God  through  Jefns  Chrift  our  Lord."  The  fatisfaftion  of  his 
Wood,  Eph.  V.  2.  The  fan^lifica'tiob  of  his  Spirit,  John  i.  5^  6. 
fiis  perfeft  deliverance  of  his  people  froai'*the  very  being  of  iin  at 
laft,  Eph.  V.  26,  27.  7'his  relieves  at  prelent,  add  removes  at  laft 
the  matter  and  ground  of  all  their  troubles  add  forrows  for  fin. 
Secohdly,  Do  the  temptations  of  fatan  burden  believers  ?  O  ye$ 
by  rcafon  of  temptations  ;  they  go  in  trouble  and  hcavinefs  of 
ipirit.  Temptation  is  an  enemy  under  the  walls ;  temptatioii 
greatly  endangers,  and  therefore'  cannot  but  gfeady  afflift  the 
fouls  of  believers  ;  but,  Chrift  brings  the  only  luatttr  of  relief  a^ 
gainft  temptations.  The  interceffion  of  Chrift  is^a  fmgular  relief 
it  prefent,  Luke  xxii.  32.  **  But  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy 
^*  faith  fail  not."  And  the  promifes  of  Chrift  are  a  full  relirf 
for  the  future;  "  TThe  God  of  peace  fliali  ftiortly"' tread  fatah 
^^  under  your  feet,"  Rom.  xvi,  20.  ' 

Thirdly,  Is  fpiritual  de/ertion,  and  the  hiding  of  God's  face, 
matter  of  affliction  and  cafting  down  to  believers  I  Yes,  ye?,  it 
dlftrefles"  their  hearts;  nothing  can  comfort  them  ;  "Thouhidell 
'"  thy  f^ce,and  I  was  troubled,"  Pfal.  xxx.  ^,  Outward  afflifti- 
ons  da  but  break  the  Jiin,  this  topChes  the  ^uick ;  they  like  raiQ 
^all.only  upon  the  tiles,  this  foaks  into  the  houfe  ;  but  Chrift 
brings  to  believers  fubftantial  matter  of  confolation  againft  the 
^troubles  of  defertion :  He  himielf  was  defert^d  of  God  for  a  tim^, 
'that  they  might  not  be  deierted  for  ever.  In  him  alfo  the  re^ 
Tieving  promifes  arc  made  to  believers,  that  notwithftanding  God 
maydefcrt  them  for  a  time,  yet/ihe  union  betwixt'him  and  them 
/hall  never  be  difTolved,  Heb.  xiii,  4.  Jer.  xxxii,  40.  Though  h'e 
Torfake  ihem  for  a  moment,  in  refpeft  of  evidenced  favour,  yet 
•he  will  return  again  and  comfort  them,  Ifa.  liv.'y.  Though  ih- 
tan  pull  hard,  yet  he  will  never  be  "  able  to  pluck  them  out  of 
*'  his  i'atheV's  hand,"  Jphn  x.  20.  Oh  what  relief  iS  this !  What 
conlblation  is  Chrilt  to  a  deferred  believer. 

Fourthly,'  Are  outward  affliftiobs  matter  of  deje<5^ion  and 
ttropbje?  Alas,  who  finds  them  not  to  be  fo?  How  do  otlr 
hearts  fail  and  our  fpirits  fink  under  the  many  fiiiarting  rods 
of  God  upon  us  ?  But  our  relief  and  confolation  under  thefh 
'air  js  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  for  the  rod  that  afflidls  us  is  in  the  hand 
of  Chrift  thatloveth  us,  Rev.  iii,  29.  **  Whom  I  love,  I  rebuke 
*'  and  chaftcn,"  His  defign  in  afHidtion  is  our  profit,  Heb.  xii, 
1 0.  That  deiign  ofliis  for  our  good  (hall  certainly  be  accomplifti- 
ed,  Rom.  viii.  28.  And  after  that  no  more  afflift ions  for  ever, 
Kev.xxi.  3, 4,  **  Godihall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  i heir  eyes/' 
|§o  that  upon  the  whole,  two  things  are  moft  evident^ 

Z  z  2 


Pirftf  N<Hhliig  can  cpn^fori  the  Jbul . witbont  CJidft  I  be  is  the 
foul  that  aoimates  ^11  fX)mfort$,  t)iey  woak)  be  dead  thii^s  with- 
put  Viva*  Temporal  eojoytnepts,  Viches,  hoilQui-s,  health,  rcla- 
tioosy  yield  nut  9  drop  of  trpe  cqmfort  without  CbrlfV.  SpirM 
osjoyments,  minifters^  ordinances,,  promifes,  are  fouQCains  felled  ' 
•and  fprjngs  (hut  up ;  till  Chrift  open  themi  a  man  xtsay  go  com- 
fortlefs  in  the  midil  pf  tl^en)  alL 

..  Secondly ^  ^p  trpublcs»  ibrrowsf,  or  a|^£lion^  4:^  dejeftbr 
/ink  the  foul  th^t  Chrift  cpnifortcth,  2  Cor.  ▼!.  ^q.  **  As  Ibnof- 
**  fal,  yet  always  rejoicing.*'  A  bdiever  may  walk  with  aieart 
f u^  of  comfort  amidft  all  t^e  trpublejf  of  (his  ^mld '  f^hiifi  makes 
)(&e  darkneis  of  troqbles  to  be  light  round  about  his.peppie.  % 
that  the  opnctudon  ftaqds^rm*  and  never  tp  be  (bakeo,  that  (M 
and  Chrift  only,  is  the  coofQUtipn  pf  be^efcrs;  which  was  tb^ 
thing  to  be  proved.  . 

In  the  third  pla<e,  I  ^ni  to  (hew  you  that  believers,  and  pdo^ 
'but  believers,  can'  ha^i^  cpofciation  in  Chrift ;  which  willron- 
yincingiy  appear  froip  (he  confider^tion  of  /^hofe  tilings  yhith 
vre  laid  down  b^fpre  ^s  (be  rci^uifttes  to  all  true  ipirltqal  confob- 
tion.     ppr, 

Firfty  No  unbeliever  bath  the  ^^t^iabf  out  pf  which  fpirito^ 
comfort  ismad^.  which  (as  I  there  tpld  you)  muft  beibme  folid, 
fpiritiialr^d  eternal  gpod,  as  Chrift  and  the  ^ov^nant  are :  whsi 
,<do  unregenerat^  fnen  rejoice  in,  btit  t|tfle«  and  mere  vanities,  ia 
a  thing  pf  nought  ?  Amos  vi.  1 3,  See  how  their  i)urth  |s  d^critv* 
cd  in  Jqb  a^xi.  12,"  They  take  their  timbrel  and  harp^  andK- 
f*  joice  at  the  found  of  the  orgarf,"  He  dqth  not  fay,  they  tait? 
f  he  Bible,  turn  tp  the  protnifes,  and  rejoice  in  GhriA  and  the 
Covenant ;  'tis  npt  the  melody  pf  a  good  confcience^  the  joy  of 
the  holy  Gho(l ;  up,  no«  they  haye  no  acquaintance  widi  iacji 
inufic  as  that ;  but  ihp  rejoicipg  pf  believers  i$  in  thpfe  thifigs, 
^  Cor.  i,  1 2,  and  t^is  \s  wel)7buiit  confolation^  whi^l^  reaches  the 
heart. 

Secondly^  I  tojd  you,  ths^t  propqety  and  intereft  \n  Chrift  and 
the  proiitlfes.  are  requi^red  tpsjll  fpiritual  confolatipn :  but  nq  mi- 
believer  hath  any  title  or  iptcreft  in  Chrift  a^d  the  promiies^ 
^nd  fq  they  can  fignify  nothing  to  hii^  in  point  of  cpmfort.  'Ti; 
iiol  another  maii'^  i^^pney,  but  my  own,  that  muft  feed,  cloth 
and  cpa\fprt  me ;  fipr  \s  it  another  man*s  Chrift,  but  mj  p^4 
jphrift,  that  luufj  juftify,  fave  and  comfort  my  foul. 
,  Thirdly,  You  were  tpla,  th^t  evidence  of  a  man's  pe^ce  and 
fecpDciiUtiotj  with  God,  if  iieceffary  to  his  aftual  ^onfolatioii, 
V'hich  i>o  uftbeUever  can  poffibly  have ;  he  hath  neither  grace 
,^Hhija  him  tcj  m^kc  hi«^  2^  Si"^%^  (^^U^^  ?sf  W  %^^^'  P^' 
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mife,  nor  any  witoefsor  ical  of  the  Spirit,  i 
his  propriety  in  Ghrift ;  for  be  never  icals,  \ , 
fanftifies.    So  that  it  is  beyond  aii  contradi<fl^ 
and  noae  but  believers,  are  partakers  erf  the\ 
^e  ia  Chrift  Jcfus.  ^    .      '  ^ 

Fourtkiyj  aad  iqfify,  There  is  one  inquiry  r\ 
tibficd;  namely,  feeing  Jelus  Chrift  fe  confolatn  ^.«rs, 

how  it  comes  to  pa&^  that  fu  many  beHeVefs  iw  tn%rvn)r\d  (hookl 
mlk  (q  deje^ediy  as  they  do,  without  any  fpiritUai  confola** 
lion? 

firfi,  This  need  not  be  wonder'd  at,  if  we  confider,  that  the 
jconlblations  of  Ghrift  are  of  "iwo  forts  ;  fiminal  and  in  prepara- 
tion, or  a^iual  in  prefent  poffeifion.  Every  Miever  iu  the 
:  world  hath  the  root  and  feed  of  couifort  plantec)  and  fown  for 
him,  Pfal.  xcvii.  II.  **  Light  is  fown  for 'the  righteous,  and 
^*  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart."  They  have  Chrift  and 
the  promifes,  which  are  the  feeds  of  coftiolatlon,  and  will  bring 
forth  joy  ^t  laft^  though  at  prefent  they  have  have  no  a^^ual  con- 
folatioQ ;  the  ieed  of  all  joy  is  ibwn,  and  in  due  time  they  (hall 
reap  the  foil  ripe  frnii  thereof, 

Secqndfy,  It  muft  be  remembered,  that  intereft  and  evidence 
arediftinft  bieiSngs,  every  ^^A^t;^r  hath  intereft  m  Chrift;  but 
every  believer  hath  not  the  evidence  thereof,  Ifa.  1.  lo.  "  Who 
-'*  is  among  yoii,  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and  obeycth  the  voice 
*'  of  his  fervant ;  that  w^keth  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light  ?-" 
Every  child  of  God  is  not  of  fiifficient  age  to  know  his  father, 
pr  take  cotnfort  in  th^t  blefted  inheritance  whereunto  he  is  be« 
.gotten  again,   \  Pet  j.  3,  4. 

nirdly^  Every  believer  doth  cot  walk  with  like  ftriftneft, 
>nd  exaft  Jiolinefs :  all  do  not  f xercife  faith  in  a  like  degree. 
4fliong  Chriftiaus  fome  are  ftrong  in  grace,  rich  in  faith,  ftrift 
in  obedience,  tender  of  fin  to  an  eminent  degree ;  chefe  ufually 
are  owners  of  much  confolation :  but  others  are  weak  in  grace, 
poor  in  faith,  comparatively  carelefs  of  their  hearts  and  ways, 
frequently  grieving  the  good  fpirit  of  God,  and  woundinfr  their 
own  confciences  (the  veflel  into  which  fpiritual  confolation  is 
jpoured)  ;  and  thefe  are  ufually  denied  the  joy  and  comfort  which 
others  abound  withal. 

Fourthly^  The  confolations  of  Chrift  arc  arbitrarily  difpenfed 
by  the  Spirit,  who  is  the  Comforter,  and  giveth  to  everj  man 
in  fuch  proportions,  and  at  fuch  feafoos,  9s  plea(eth  him :  whence 
ic  comes  to  pafs,  that  he  that  is  rich  in  comfort  today,  may  be 
poor  to  morrow ;  and,  contrarily,  the  heart  that  is  quite  full 
gf  fpr^w  OQe  hoor,  is  filled  w^b  peace  and  joy  iu  beliisviog  the 
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FirH  y^^  ^^^  ^"^^  neceflary  to  the  being  of  a  Chriftian,  are, 
(bul  tjr^^^^^^ »  ^^^  things  belonging  only  to  the  well-being 
^x^riQiaa,  come  and  go,. according  to  the  good  pleafure  and 
ointment  of  the  Spirit,  The  ule  of  all  follows. 
Injer.  u  Hence  it  follows,  That  the  H ate  f^  nnbf livers  is  the 
y  moft  fdd  and  uncomfortable  fiate  in  the  Miorld^  having  no  interejl 
in  Chrifl^  the  confolation  cf  IfraeL  It  is  true,  they  abound  ia 
preature-comforts ;  they  live  in  plcafure  upon  earth:  joy  dit 

S»lays  its  colours  in  their  faces ;  but  for  all  this,  there  is  not  thp 
cait  drop  of  true  confolation  in  any  of  their  hearts  ;  they  have 
fume  comfort  in  the  creature,  but  none  inChrift:  th^  little 
they^ther  from  the  creature  now,  is  all  their  portion  of  joy, 
Luke  vx.  24.  **  Ye  have  received  your  confolation  :'*  as  this  is  all 
they  have,  fo  they  (hall  enjoy  it  but  a  little  while,  Job  xxi,  13, 
,1 7.     And  while  they  do  enjoy  it,  it  is  mixed  Vith  many  gripies 
pf  confcience,  Job  xiv,  13,  **  Even  in  laugHter  the  heart  is  fqr- 
^*  rdwful,  and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heavinefs,"     Wh'ate* 
Ter  conlplatibn  any  unbeliever  fpcaks  of  be'fides  this,  is  bot  by 
jiote;  for  when  the  day  of.his  diiVrefs  cooieth,  and  the  tcrrora 
of  confcience  (hall  awake  him  out  of  his  pleafant  dr^ips,  al( 
his  fcniual  joys  will- vaniih  from  him,  and  the  doors  of  true  con- 
(oiaiion  wijl  be  (liut  againft  him.     Let  him  go  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
knock  at  that  door,  and  fay.  Lord  Jefus,  thy  name  is  confo- 
lation :  my  heart  is  ready  to  buril  'within  me ;  haft  thon  aa 
[cc^folation  for  me  ?  O  Lord,  for  one  drop  of  fpiritual  comfoi^t 
cow;  but  alas  there  is  none,  no  not  in  Chrifl himlelf,  for  any 
linbelievtt.     It  is  childi ens  bread,  the  faints  privilege;  comfort 
sod  grace  arc  undivided. '  Let  him  return  into  himfelf,  fearch 
his  own  confcieace  for  conifort,  and  fay,  O  confcience!   thoo 
'art  more  than  a  thoufand  witnefles,  and  thoufands  have  been 
comforted  by  thee ;  where  thou  fpeakefl  comfort,  none  can 
/peak  trouble ;  haft  thou  no  confolation,  for  me  in  my  deepeft 
diftrefs  ?  Alas,  no;  if  God  condemn  thee,  wherewithal  {ball  I 
comfort  thee  ?  \  can.  fpeak  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  fcrip- 
tures  put  into  my  mouth,  and  I  find  not  one  word  in  all  the  book 
jpf  God,  warranting  me  to  be  thy  comforter.     Believe  it  as  an 
■pridoub'ted  truth  (though  the  fenfe  of  the  bewitched  world  o- 
Ver-rules  it)  that  the  ilate  of  unbelievers,  even  at  the  befl,  is  a 
i'iA  and  difmal  ftate.   ^ 

infer,  2.  Let  all  believers  fetch  aU  their  comfort  out  cf  Chrifit 
V}hois  the  confAation  of  his  people  :  '*  VVe  rtjoice  (faith  the  apo- 
y  ftle)  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flefti." 
.'^hat  is  the„  true  temper  of  a  believing  foul :  take  heed  \ou  live 
po!  partly  upon  Chrift,  and'partlyupon  the  qxature  for  youf 
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comfort;  nincK  raffier  beware,  that  you  forfake  no!  Chrift,  the . 
feiuntaia  of  liviDg  wateVSj  and  hew  oat  ciiterns  foV  yourfclvisi  ■ 
which  can  hold  no  water^  Jer.  \u  15.  if  you  rtjake  any  creaiure 
fee  fpring  and  fountain  of  ydur  comfort,  afRiredJy  God  will  dry  ' 
bp  that  fpring.  If  your  fbuls  draw  their  coftifort  from  auf 
creatorc,  you  know  thfey  miitt  out-ii^^e  that  creature,  and  what 
tlien  will  you  do  for  comfort  ?  Befides,  as  your  comforts  artf^ 
h  arc  you.  The  food  of  every  creature  is  fuitable  10  its  natnrt. 
You  fee  divers  creatures  feeding  upon  feveral  parts  of  the  famte 
fccrb,  4he  bee  upon  the  flower,  the  bird  upoo  the  feeds,  thfe 
Iheep  upon  the  ftalk,  and  the  fwine  upon  the  root,  according  t6 
their  nature  fb  is  their  food.  Senfual  men  feed  upon  fenfu4 
things,  fpirituaj  men  upon  fpiritual  things ;  as  your  food  is,  1^ 
ire  you.  If  carnal  comforts  can  content  thy  heart,  fiirc  rhy 
heart  inuft  then  be  a  very  carnal  heart.  Yea,  iM  let  Chriftjatts- 
themfelyes  t^ike  heed,  that  they  fetch  not  their  confolationrs  out 
of  themfelvcs  infteaS  of  Clirifl.  Your  graces  and  duties  aft  e:^- 
cellent  means  and  inftruments,  but  not  the  ground-work  and 
foundation  of  your  comfort,  they  are  ufeful  buckets  to  draw,. 
,Jbut  not  the  well  itfelf  in  which  the  fprings  of  confolatioii  rife* 
If  you  put  your  duties  in  the  room  of  Chrift,  Ghrift  will  jptit 
your  cdmforts  bat  of  the  r^ch  of  y6ur  duties. 

.Ififefrf  3.  If  Chriji  be  the  confildtion  of  believers,  nvh^t  a  com* 
fortdhk  life  Jhould  all  believers  live  in  ihe  vjorU  ?  'Ccrtfiiai'y^ 
if  the  fault  be  not  your  own,  you  might  five  thehappicft  and 
comfortabieft  lives  of  all  men  in  the  world.  If  you  would 
iot  be  a  difcomfort  to  Chriil,  he  would  be  a  conifort  to  you  %- 
Very  day,  and  rn  every  idondition,  to  the  end  of  yoilr  livds. 
Your  condition  abounds  with  all  the  helps  and  advantages  <tf 
confoiatibn.^  You  haVe'the  command  of  Chrift  to  warrant  yotir 
comforts,  Phil,  iv^,  4.  You  have  th«  Spirit  of  Chrift  for  a  fpririg 
of  cochfort ;  you  have  the  fc'riptures  of  Chrift  for  the  r tiles  dt 
comfort ;  ydu  have  the  tfuties  of  rciigion  for* the  means  of  com- 
fort:  Why  is  i^  then  that  you  go  cbmfortlefs  ?  If  your  affliffi- 
ons  be  many  in  the  world,  yet  your  cncburagement^  be  tHore  in 
Chrift,  Tour  troubles  iti  the  world  may  be  tnrtJed  into  joy, 
but  your  .com forts  m  Ghrift  can  never  be  turned  into  troubte. 
Why  (hould  troubles  obftruft  your  comfort,  when  the  bleffirfg 
,  of  Chrift  upon  your  troubles  mtikes  them  jfubfervient  to  pro- 
inote  ybilr  happihefs  ?  Rom.  viii.  28.  Shake  off  the  defpon* 
dcncy  then,  and  live  up  to  the  principles  of  religion.  #Your  d^-  ' 
j^fted  life  js'uncoihfbr table  to'  yourfelves,  and  of  Very  ill  ufe  tq 
others*     .  • 

lufer.  4w  Jf  Chrift ^be  the  confohitiontf  btlieversy  then^ktaU 
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that  defire  contort  in  this  world,  or  in  that  to  come,  embrace  Je- 
furChri/t,  and  get  real  union  tuith  him.  The  fame  hour  yOa 
(hall  be  in  Chri^,  you  (hall  alfo  be  at  the  fountain-head  of  all 
coofolations :  thy  foul  (hall  be  then  a  pardoned  foul«  and  a  p^- 
doned  foul  hath  all  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  a.  joyful  foul :  io 
that  day  the  confcience  (hall  be  fprlnkled  with  the  blood  d 
Chrid ;  and  a  fprinkled  confcience  hath  all  the  reafon,  in  the 
world  to  be  a  comforting  confcience :  in  that  day  you  become 
the  children  of  your  Father  in  heaven,  and  he  that  hath  a  Fa- 
ther in  heaven,  hath  all  reafon  to  be  the  joyfullcft  man  npoo 
earth ;  in  that  day  you  are  delivered  trom  the  Aing  and  hart  of 
death ;  and  he  that  is  delivered  from  the  Aing  of  death,  hath 
the  bcft  reafon  to  take  in  the  comfort  of  life.  O  come  tg 
Chrift !  come  to  Chriit  J  till  you  come  to  Chridy  no  true  cooh 
fort  can  come  to  you. 

SERMON      XVI. 

Enforcing  the  general  Exhortation,  by  a  feventh  Motitc 
drawn  from  the  firft  Benefit  purchafed  by  Christ. 

Eph.  i.  7.  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  tht 
forgii)enefs  of  fins  ^  according  to  the  richei  rf  his  grace. 

SI X  great  motives  have  been  prefeoted  already  from  the ti' 
tics  of  ClirifV,  to  draw  the  hearts  of  fmners  to  hhn ;  mat 
are  now  to  be  o(rered  from  the  benefits  redounding  to  believers 
by  ChrifV ;  effaying,  by  all  means,  to  win  the  hearts  of  meo  to 
Chri(t.  To  this  end  1  (hall,  in  the  firft  place,  open  that  gtoriow 
privilege  of  gofpel-temijfion,  freely  and  fully  conferred  upon  all 
that  come  to  Chrift|>y  faith,  ^'  in  whom  we  bave^redeBtptk^hf 
"  faith,"  ^c. 

In  which  words  we  have,  firft,  a  Angular  benefit,  Or  choice 
mercy  bcftowed,  viz,  redemption,  interpreted  by  way  of  j^/^_ 
tion,  the  remiffion  of  fins  :  this  is  a  privilege  of  the  firft  rank, 
mercy  by  itfeif  ;  none  fweeter,  none  more  defirable  anaoog  < 
.  the  benefits  that  come  by  Cbrift    And  therefore, 

Secondly,  You  have  the  price  of  this  mercy,  an  account  wbai 
.  it  co(V,  even  the  biood  of  thrift,  in  whom  we  have  rcdempti<* 
.  [through  his  blood  :]  precious  things  are  of  great  prices  ^ 
blood  of  Chrift  is  the  meritorious  caufe  of  remifiion. 

Thirdly,  You  have  here  alio  the  impulfive  cau/e,  ooviagCw 
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to  grant  pardons  at  this  rate  to  ftnoers,  and  that  is  ikld  to  be 
the  riches  of  his  grace  :  where,  by  the  way,  you  fee,  that  the 
frcenefs  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  falnefs  of  the  fatisfaftioa 
of  Chrift,  meet  together  without  the  leaft  jar  in  the  remiffion  of 
fm,  coatrary  to  the  vain  cavil  of  the  Socinian  adverfaries> :  "  la 
**  whom  we  have  redemption,  even  the  Ifemiflion  of  fins,  ao- 
"Wording  to  the  riches  of  his  g'race.'^ 

'Fourthly  You  ha<^e  the  qualified  fubjeSis  of  this  blcfled,  privi- 
lege, viz.  Believers,  in  whofe  name  he  here  fpeaks,  [we']  hav0  . 
rmiffim,  (i  e.)  We  the  faints  and  faithful  in  Chrift -Jefus, 
vgr.  I.  We  whom  he  hath  chofen  in  €hrift  before  the  fc^n*; 
dationof  the  world,  and  predeftinated  unto  the  adoption  of 
children,  ver.  4,  5.  We  that  are  made  accepted  in  the  bclovedi 
ver.  6.  It  is  li^y  and  11;^  only,  who  have  redemption  through 
his  blood.    Hence  obferve, 

Doft.  That  all  believers ^  and  none  but  believers,  ^receive  the 
remijfion  of  their  Jim,  through  the  riches  of  grace,  by  the 
bhodqfJefusChr(ft. 

In  the  explication  of  this  point,  three  things  mnft  be  fpokeo 
to.  • 

1.  That  all  that  are  in  Ghrift,  arc  in  a  pardoned  ftatc. 

2.  Th^t  their  pardon  is  the  pnrchafe  of  the  blood  of -Chrift*  , 

3.  That  the  riches  of  grace  are  manifefted  iqi  remiffion. 

'-  Firfl,  That  all  that  are  in  Chrift,  arc  in  a  pardoned  ftatc : 
where  I  will  firft  fhewyou  what  pardon  or  remiffion  of  fin  is. 

Secondly,  That  this  is  the  privilege  of  none  but  believers. 

Firfty  Now  remiffion  of  fin  is  the  gracious  aft  of  God,  in  and 
through  Chrift,-difchargitig  a  believing  finner  from  all  the  guilt 
iAi  punishment  of  his  fin,  both  temporal  and  eternal. 

It  is  the  aft  of  God  ;  he  is  the  author  of  remiffion  %  none  caa 
forgive  fins  but  God  only,  Mark  ii.  7.  Againft  him  only,  (i\  e,} 
principadly  and  efpecially,  the  offence  is  committed,  Pfal.  li.  4. 
1*0  his  judgment  guilt  binds  over  the  foul ;  and  who  can  remit 
the  debt,  biit  the  creditor  ?  Mat.  vi.  12. 
;  It  is  an  aft  of  God,  diibharging  the  finner ;  it  is  Go*s  loot 
b^  of  one  that  flood  bounds  the  cancelling  of  his  bond  or  obli- 
|ation,  called  therefore  remiffion,  or  releafing  in  the  text ;  the 
Ifotting  out  of  our  iniquities,  or  the  removing  of  our  fins  from 
D^  as  it  ir  called  in  other  fcriptures  ;  fee  Pfal.  ciii.  11.  Micah 
rti.  J  8,  19, 

■  It  is  a  gracious  aft  of  God,  the  cf&ft  of  pure  grace,  done  for 
^  own  name's  fake,  Ift.  xliii.  25.  difcharging  us  without  any 
^sfaftioa  s^t  all  by  us :  there  is  much  grace  in  that ;  and  ptQ^ 
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vidiog  a  farcty  f#r  us  c?ery  Way  able  to  pay  oor  debt,  thare  b 
more  grace  id  that. 

It  is  the  gracious  aA  of  God  in  and  through  Chrifi :  the  fa- 
tfsfaAioQ  of  Chrift  is  the  procuring  caofe  of  our  remifrioQ,aQd 
ib  Qod  declares  himfelf  juft  in  the  rcmiffion  ef  onr  fin,  BLonr. 
lU,  2.5.  ••  Gracious  is  the  Lord  and  righteous,"  Pfal.  cxvl  j. 
Juflice  and  mercy  meet  here»  and  embrace  each  other;  "in 
**  whom  (faith  the  text)  we,  have  remiffibn  :**  no  other  price 
eould  purdiaie  this  privilege,  Micah  vi»  6,  7.  not  rivers  of  oil» 
or  of  human  blood. 

And  this  gracious  aQ  of  God  diicharges  the  pardoned  foil 
t>oth  from  guilt  and  puntfhment.  Gailt  is  nothing  elfe  bmthe 
£orce  and  power  that  is  in  fin-,  to  oblige  the  finner  to  underga 
tfie  penalty  due  to  ftn  ;  therefore  (inners  are  iaid  to  be  g^ 
(if  hell-fire  y  Mat.  v.  22.  Guilty  (f  eternal  judgment  y  Maiit  iii»  i^ 
To  be  "under  the  judgment  of  God,  Rom.  iii*  19.  RemiffioQ 
lakes  away  both  giiilt  aud  poni(hment  together  $  it  takes  away 
all  guilt,  A£ls  xiii.  38,  39.  and  all  puni(hmeiit«  And  (b  mncb 
of  the  fir  ft  thing  to  be  c^hed;  namely,  what  the  reffliiSoa  of 
fin  is. 

Secondfyy  Now  that  this  remiffion  of  fin  is  the  privacgeof 
believers,  is  moft  apparent ;  for  aU  the  caufes  of  remiffion  areia 
conjunftiob  to  procure  it  for  them :  the  love  of  God^  whidiis 
ihcimpulfive  caufe  of  pardon;  the  Wood  of  Chrift,  which  is 
the  meritorious  caufe  of  pardon ;  and  faving  faith,  which  istk« 
inftrumcntal  caufe  of  pardon,  do  all  *  co-operafe  for  rheir  reoit 
£an,  as  is  pta>o  in  the  text. 

Befides,  all  the  prqmtfes  of  pardon  are  mad^  to  tbein,  Jef; 
xxxi.  34.  Micah  vii.  iS.  And,  la?ftly,  all  the  figns  ctf  pardoi 
aore  found  in  them,  and  in  them  only,  that  love  God,  Lukefft 
47.  Mercifulnels  toothers,  Mat.  Vi.  14.  A  blefled  calrftDcfi 
and  peace  in  the  confcicnce,  Rom.  v.  r.  So  that  it  is  a  traA 
beyond  controverfy,  that  all  that  ^e  in  Chrift  are  in  ai  pardpnei 
ftate. 

Secondly,  NcXt  I  will  fbcw  you,  *hat  the  pardon  of  belieTcrs 
IS  the  purchafc  of  the  blood  of  Chrift :  nothing  but  the  bkwd 
of  Chrift  is  a  price  equivalent  to  the  remiffion  of  fin,  for  this 
blood  was  innocent  and  untainted  blood.  1  Pet.  i.  19.  the  Wood 
of  a  Lamb  without  fpot:  this  Wood  was  prcdous  Wooc^  blood 
of  infinite  worth  and  value,  the  blood  of  God,  Afts  xx.  2I.  It 
was  prepared  blood  for  this  very  puEpofe.  fiteb,  x.  J.  P«F«*^ 
by  God*s  eternal  appointment ;  Tprcparcd  by  Chrlfl*s  miracirioj* 
aod  extraordinary  produ&ioa  by  U^  Qperatioa  of  ibe  SpirHr 
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prepared  by  his  voluatary  fequeAfatioo,  or^iluiftificatioo  of 
bkafeif  tpthis  very  ufc  and  puipofe. 

The  blood  of  ^efus  is  not  only  ionocent,  precious,  and  pre* 
pared  blood,  but  it  is  ^fo  blood  adluaUy  (hed,  and  iacrificed  to 
ihe  jufiice  of  God,  for  the  expiation  of  guilt,  and  procuremeafc 
of  our  difcharge,  Ifa*  liii.  5.  To  conclude:  the  fevere  jufiiq^ 
of  God  could  put  ta  no  exception  againA  the  blood  of  Chrift; 
It  is  uoexceptionable  blood,  being,  (as  before  ^a^  noted),  uu* 
taioted  by  fin,  and  dignified  above  all  edimation  by  the  perfoa 
vtrhofe  blood  it  was :  Juftice  required  no  lefs,  and  eoi^ld  demand 
Domor^;  9nd  this  is  the  price  a,t  which  our  pardons  are  pur^ 
*d»fed,  and  without  which  nb  fin  could  be  pardoned;  for 
^^  without  (bedding  of  bipod,  (fuch  biood  as  (his)  there  is  no 
*'  r^miffion,"  Heb.  ijc*  23t. 

Thirdly^  Thcbft  tbiag  to  be  opened  is,  That  God  hath  ma» 
oifefled  the  riches  of  his  grace,  in  the  remiffion  of  our  fins.  Sq 
ipeaks  the  apoftle,  Rom.  v,  ao*  '*  Wh^re  tin  abounded,  grace 
**  did  much  more  abouad :"  And^  t  Tim.  i.  14.  *'  'the  grace 
"  of  our  Lord  {viz*  in  the  pardon  of  fin)  was  exceeding  a- 
^'  boodant."  Which  will  appear,  if  we  bring  pur  thoughts 
cbie  to  the  matter,  in  feveral  particulars. 

¥irft^  From  the  nature  of  the  jnercy,.  which  is  the  riches  of 
^  mercies,  except  Chrift  the  purchaier  of  it :  No  mer<?y  fweecv 
cr  than  a  pardon  to  a  condemned  finner :  no  pardon  like  God'« 
pardon  to  a  man  condemned  s^i  his  bar ;  all  the  goodnefs  of  God 
4s  made  to  pafs  before  our  eyes  in  his  pardoamg  a^s  of  grate^ 
ixod,  xxxiii.  19. 

Secemdfy,  The  very  ridics  of  grace  muft  needs  be  in  the  par?* 
idofl  of  fin,  if  we  coniidcr  thfc  method  in  which  pardons  are  diii 
ipcnfed,  which  is,  as  the  >text  fpeaks,  '*  through  his  blood." 
ilfcrcin  "  God  commends  his  love  to  us,"  Rom.  v.  8.  He  con*^ 
^ends  it  more  tiiaa  if  he  bad  pardoned  fin  without  fuch  a  facri* 
£ce;  for. then  he  had  only  difplayed  his  oiercy,  but  not  caufed 
"inercy  and  jufiice  to  meet  and  triumph  together. 

Thirdly,  The  riches  of  his  grace  (kinc  forth  in  the  peculiarity 
iof  the  mercy.  Remiffion  b  do  common  favour;  it  was  never 
wtendcd  to  the  fallen  angels,  nor  to  the  greater  part  of  tb€ 
'¥^ildren*of  men,  but  only  to  a  little  flpck»  a  finaU  remnant  of 
fttaakiad,  Luke  xii.  31.  John  xvii,  9. 

Fourthly^  The  riches  <rf  grace  are  manifeftcd  in  tcmiffion,  if 
^ecoi^dcr  the  fubjefts  of  this  privilege,  who  are  not  only  e? 
^Q^lly  phii^ed  into  fin  and  mifery  with  others  by  nature,  Eph^ 
^*  3*  bat  many  of  the  Lord's  pardoned  ones«  h^ve  been  a^ualr 
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]y  gailty  of  a  deeper-dytfd  abomiQation,  than  maoy  nopardooed 
ones,  in  the  civilized  world,  are  defiled  with.  **  To  mc, 
'  **  (faith  Paul),  the  greafcft  of  finners,  one  that  was  before  a 
**  blafphemcr,  a  perfecuior,  ire,  yet  to  me  is  this  grace  given; 
^*  I  obtained  mercy,"  i  Tim/i.  15.  "  And  fuch  were  fomeo| 
♦*  you,  but  ye  are  juftified,"  i  Cor.  vi.  11.  Yea,  God  (ingb 
out  the  moft  bafe,  defpifed,  poor,  and  contemptible  ones  amoog 
men,  to  be  the  fubjefts  of  this  glorious  privilege,  2CQr.  i/id 
**  You  fee  your  calliog  brethren, '  eirc. 

Fifthly,  More  of  the  riches  of  grace  ftill  appear,  if  we  view 
the  iatirude  and  extent  of  this  ad  of  grace.  O  how  inoQine* 
table  are  our  tranfgrefGons !  <*  Who  can  underftand  his  errors?- 
Pfal.  x5x,  12.  "  Yet  the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfeth  us  fromall 
f  fin,"  I  John  i.  7.  Small  and  great  fins,  open  and  fecret  iiiir, 
old  and  new'fins,  all  pardoned  without  exception.  O  the  riches 
of  grace  I  O  the  unfearchabie  gppdn^ls  of  God  1  **  With  i» 
**  Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plenteous  rcdcmp- 
f  *  tion ;  and  he  ftiall  redeem  Ifrael  from  all  his  iniquities,"  Pfil. 
cxxx.  7,  8. 

Sixthly,  and  laftly.  The  riches  of  grace  (bine  forth  in  the  Jr* 
revocablenefs  and  perpetuity  of  remifilon.  As  grace  pardons 
all  fins  withoyt  exception,  ib  thef^ardoQs  it  beftows  are  with- 
out revocation :  The  pardoned  foul  (hall  "  never  come  inw 
*•  condemnation,"  John  v.  24.  ^*  As  far  as  the  caft  is  from 
^*  the  weft,  fo  far  hath  he  removed  our  tranfgreffions  from  us," 
pfal.  ciii.  10.  The  eaft  and  ivefi  are  the  two  oppbfite  points 
of  heaven,  which  can  nerer  come  together ;  neither  (hall  the 
pardoned  foul,  and  its  fins,  ever  meet  any  more.  "  Thou  haft 
<*  caft,  (faith  Hezekiah),  all  my  fins  behind  thy  back."  Th« 
penitent  believer  lets  his  fins  before  his  face,  but  the  mcrcifol 
pod  cafts  them  all  behind  hi^  back,  never  to  behold  them  more, 
fo  as  to  charge  them  upon  his  pardoned  people.  And  thus  yoa 
fee  what  the  pardon  of  fin  is,  what  the  j[>rice  that,  purchafetfa 
pardon  is,  and  what  riches  of  grace  God  manifefteth  in  the  m- 
IDlffion  of  a  believer'*  fins-;  which  were  the  things  to  be  explaQ* 
cd  and  openejl  in  the  dodVnnal  part.  The  improvement  pf  the 
'Whole  you  will  have  in  the  following  ufes. 

In/it,  t.  If  this  be  fo,  that  all  believers,  ^nd  none  but  be- 
lievers, receive  the  remifSpn  of  their  fins  through  the  riches  of 
grace,'  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  What  a  happy  condition  tbin  m 
helivers  in  I.  Thofe  that'  never  felt  the  load  of  fin,  may  make 
light  of  a  pardon ;  hut  fo  cannot  you,  that  have  been  in  the 
^eeps  of  trouble  and  fear  about  it :  thofe  that  have  been  ujjoa 
?he  r^clc  of  an  accufin^  and  Condeaming  confcience,  as  J)mij( 
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Heman^  and  maoy  of  the  faints  have  been,  can  Qe?er  fufRciently 
value  a  pardon.  "  Ble0ed  is  the  man  Avhofe  tranfgreiEon 
"  is  forgiven,  wl>(>ie  fin  is  covered ;  blefled  is  the  man  unto 
*'  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity,"  Pfal%  xxxii.  i,  2,  or, 
,0  the  biellednefs  and  felicities  of  the  pardoned  man  i  as  in  the 
Hebrew  *.  Remi/Iion  cannot  but  appear  the  wonder  of  mercies. 
If  we  confider  through  what.  difScultie^  the  grace  of  God 
makes  way  for  it  to  our  fouls ;  what  flropg  bars  the  ]ove  of 
iGod  breaks  afunder,  to,. open  our  W4y  to  this  privilege;,  for 
there  can  be  no  pardon  without  a  Mediator ;  no  other  Mediator 
but  the  Son  of  Cod :  the  Son  of  God  cannot  difcharge  our  debts, 
bat.by  takisg  them  upon  himfeif  as  our  furety,  aud  making 
full  payment,  by  bearing  the  wrjath  of  God  for  ns ;  and  when 
ail  this  is  done,  there  can  be  no  adltial  pardon,  except  the  Spi^ 
rit  of  grace  open  our  blind  eyes^  break  our  hard  hearts,  and 
*  draw  them  to  Chrift  in  the  way  of  believing.  And  as  the  mer- 
cy of  remiHion  comes  to  us  through  wonderful  difhcuhles,  ib 
it  is  in  itfelf  a  complete  and  pgrfe^  mercy  :  God  would  not  be 
at  fuch  vaft  expence  of  the  riches  of  his  grace :  Chrift  wouli 
not  layout  the  invaluable  treafures  of  his  precious  blood  to  proj 
cure  a  cheap  and  common  bleffing  ipt  us.  Rejoice  then,^ye 
pardooed  fouls,  God  hath  done  great  things  for  you,  for  which 
you  have  c^ufe  to  be  glad. 

Infer.  2.  Hence  it  follows.  That  inter  eft  in  Chrift  by  faith^ 
hringf  the  confcience  tf  a  believer  into  aftate  of  reft  ah4  peace, 
Roi5.  V,  I.  **  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God," 
I  lay  not  that  every  believer  is  prefendy  brought  into  adlual 
peace  and  tranquility  of  confcience ;  there  may  be  many  fears, 
^nd  much  trouble  even  in  a  pardoned  foul :  but  this  is  an  un- 
doubted truth,  that  faith  brings  the  pardoned  foul  into  that  con- 
ididon  and  ftate,  where  he  ipay  find  perfect  reft  in  his  con- 
fcience, with  reiped  to  the  guilt- and  danger  of  fin.  The  blood 
of  Chrift  fprinkies  us  from  an  evil  (th^t  is,  an  accufing,  con- 
demning) confcience.  We  are  apt  to  fear,  that  this  or  that 
fpecial  fin,  which  hath  moft  terrified  and  affrighted  our  confci- 
ences,  is  not  forgiven :  but  if  there  be  riches  enough  in  the 
gr^ce  of  God,  and  efficacy  enough  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  then 
the  fins  of  believers,  all  their  fins,  great  as  well  as  fmall,  one 
as  Well  as  another,  without  limitation  or  eiicepiion,  are  pardon- 
ed. 

For  let  us  but  confider,  If  God* remits  no  fin  to  any  man,  bqt 
with  ri^p^a  to  the*  blood  of  Chrift,  then  all  Ans  ar^  pardoned. 


t6$  The  Method  <f  Grace.  Sehm.  X¥I; 

M  vdl  as  ^ny  one  fm ;  becanfe  the  digoity  and  derert  of  that 
blood  IS  iofinice,  and  as  dbch  deferves  an  univerfal  pardoa  for 
9ill  fias,  a$  the  particular  pardon  of  any,  even  the  leaA  fm :  more- 
over>  remiffiofi  is  an  aA  of  God*s  fiatherly  love  in  Chrift  ;  and  if 
it  be  <b,  then  certainly  no  fin  of  any  believer  can  be  retained  or 
exduded  from  pardon  ;  for  then  the  fame  foul  Ihould  be  in  tbc 
ifavonr  of  God»  fo  far  a^  it  is  pardoned ;  and  out  of  favour  wi^ 
God,  £>  far  as  it  is  unpardoned*  and  all  this  at  one  and  the  &nie 
fefiaat  of  time ;  ^vhtch  is  a  thiag  both  repugnant  ta  itfelf,  and 
to  the  whole  flrain  of  the  goipe). 

To  oxidnde:  What  is  the  defign  and  end  of  remUCoB,  but 
yStit  living  of  the  pardoned  ibul  \  But  if  any  (in  be  retained  or 
txdnded  from  pardon,  the  retaining  of  that  iln  muft  needs 
make  void  the  pardon  of  all  other  fins  ;  and  {a  the  ads  of  Go4 
mnit  aofs  and  contradiA  each  other,  and  the  defign  and  end 
of  God  milcarry  and  be  loft ;  which  can  never  be.  So  then  w 
^condtide,  faith  brings  the  believing  ioul  into  a  ilate  di  reft  aaj 
|)eacc. 

Irtfen  3.  Hence  it  alfo  follows,  That  no  remiffion  is  to  heexpeS* 
ed  by  any  foul,  without  interefi  by  faith  in  Je/us  Chrifi  .•  no  Chrifi^ 
Wf  pardon  i  no  faith,  no  Chriji.  Yctliow  apt  are  many  poor  de- 
luded ibuls  to  expert  pardon  in  that  w^,  where  never  any  toA 
yet  did,  or  ever  can  meet  it.  Some  look  for  pardon  from  the 
ittbfolute  mercy  of  God,  without  any  regard  to  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
or  their  intereft  therein  ;  we  have  finned,  but  God  is  mercifol, 
Some  expedl  remiiTion  of  fin  by  virtue  of  their  ot\'n  duties,  not 
Chrift *s  merits  :  I  have  finned,  but  I  will  repent,  reftore^ie- 
ibrm,  and  God  will  pardon.  But  little  do  fuch  men  know  how 
^they  therein  dimiuifti  the  evil  of  fin,  undetvalne  tliejufticeof 
God,  flight  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  put  an  undoing  cheat  npoa 
their  own  fouls  for  ever.  To  expcft  pardon  from  abfolute  mer- 
cy, or  our  own  duties,  is  to  knock  at  the  wrong  door,  whidi 
God  hath  fhut  up  to  all  the  world,  Rom.  iii.  20.  Whilft  rhde 
two  principles  abide  firm,  that  the  price  of  pardon  is  only  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  and  the  benefit  of  pardon,  only  by  the  applica- 
cation  of  His  blood  to  us  ;  this  muft  remain  a  fure  cdndufioo, 
that  no  remiffion  is  to  be  ocpefiedhy  any  foul,  without  intereft 
by  faith  in  Jcfus  Chrift.  ,  Repentatice,  reftitution,  and  reforma- 
.  tion  art  excellent  duties  in  their  kind,  and  in  their  proper  places, 
but  they  were  never  meant  for  feyiours,  or  (atisfa^ions  to  God 
for  fin. 

Infer.  4.  If  the  riches  of  grace  be  thus  roanifefted  in  the  par- 
don of  iin,  Hov)  vile  an  abufe  xV  it  of  the  grace  tf  God,  to  taie 
the  more  liberty  to  Jin,  becai^e  grace  ^^tulsin  the  pardon  ^^f 
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**  Shall  we  coothine  in  fiD,  that  grace  may  aboiind  i  God  for* 
**  bid!''  Rom.  vi.  i,  2*  Will  aodimg  cheaper  thao  the  gracd 
of  God  ferve  to  make  a  cloak  for  fin }  O  vile  abofe  of  the  moft 
exceiieot  thing  in  the  whole  world  ?  Did  Chrill  (hed  hi&  blood 
to  expiate  our  gmiu  and  dare  we  maly  a  plea  to  exteaciate  our 
gailt  ?  God  forbid  ! 

If  it  he  intolerable  ingratitude^  among  men»  to  reunite  good 
With  evil,  fare  that  (in  mud  want  a  name  bad  enough  to  expref^ 
It,  which  pots  the-greateA  difiionour  upon  God,  for  the  greatefi 
nercy  that  ever  was  given  by  God  to  the  world.  "  There  iS 
"  mercy  with  thee,  ((aitb  the  PfalmiA),  that  thou  maycft  be  fear-^ 
"  ed,"  not  that  thou  mayeft  be  the  more  abufed,  P&l.  cxxx.  4.. 
Nay,  let  me  (ay,  the  devUs  never  finned  a^t  this  rate;  they  can- 
sot  ahufe  the  pardoning  grace  of  God,  becaufe  fuch  grace  wat 
never  offered  unto  them.  And  certainly,  if  the  abule  of  the  com«/ 
iBOQ  mercies  of  God,  as  meat  and  drink,  by  gluttony  anddrun* 
keanefs,  be  an  henious  fin,  and  highly  provoking  to  God ;  then 
the  abuie  of  the  riches  of  his  grace,  and  the  precious  blopd  of 
his  Son,  muft  be  out  of  meafure  finful^  and  thegreateA  afiront 
we  can  put^jpon  the  God  of  mercy. 

Infer.  5.  Yo  conclude  :  If  this  be  fo^  at  ever  you  expeO, 
pardon  and  mercy  from  Cody  to  come  Chrift  in  the  tuay  cf 
faiths  receive  and  embrace  him  now  in  the  tenders  of  the  goj^ 
pel. 

To  drive  home  this  great  exhortation,  I  befeech  you,  as  iQ 
the  bowels  of  ChriA  Jefus,  and  by  all  the  regard  and  value  you 
have  for  your  own  fouls,  let  thefe  following  confiderations  fink 
down  into  your  hearts. 

^<^,  That  all  chriillefs  perfonsareadualiy  under  thecondem* 
iiatipn  of  God,  John  Hi.  18.  **He  that  believeth  not,  is  condem- 
"  ned  already  :*'  and  it  muft  needs  be  fo,  for  every  foul  is  con- 
cluded under  the  curie  of  the  law,  till  Chrift  make  him  free,  John 
Vnu  36.  Till  we  are  in  Chrift,  we  arc  dead  by  law;  and  when 
we  believe  unto  juftification,  then  we  pafs  from  death  to  life^ 
A  blind  mlftaken  confcience  may\poifibly  acquit  you,  but  aflure 
jroorfelvesy  God  condemns  you. 

Secondly y  Confider  what  41  terrible  thing  it  is  to  lie  under  the 
condeaiDation  of  God ;  the  moft  terrible  things  in  nature  cannot 
fiiadow  forth  the  mifery  of  fuch  a  ftate :  put  alt  ficknefTt^,  all 
poverty,  all  reproaches^  the  torments  invented  by  all  tyrants  in- 
to one  fcale,  and  the  condemnation  of  God  into  the  other,  and 
they  wDl  be  all  found  lighter  than  a  feather.  Condemnation  is 
the  {eotence  of  God,  the  great  and  terrible  G^d  ;  it  is  a  fentence 
i^^mtiog  you  up  to  ev^rlahing  wrath ;  it  is  a  fentence  never  to 
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be  reverie  J,  but  by  the  application  of  Chrift  in  the  fcafon  there- 
of. O  fouls !  you  cannot  bear  the  wrath  of  God ;  you  do  not 
underfland  ic»  if  you  think  it  tolerable :  One  drop  of  It  upon 
your  confciences  now,  is  enough  to  dlftraft  yon  in  the  midft  of 
all  the  pleafures  and  comforts  of  this  world  :  yet  all  that  are  out 
of  Chrift,  are  fentenced  to  the  fulnefs  of  God's  wrath. for  ever. 

Thirdly y  There  is  yet  a  poflibility  of  efcaping  the  wrath  to 
come  ;  a  door  of  hope  opened  to  the  worft  of  iinners;  a  day  of 
grace  is  offered  to  the  children  of  men,  Heb.  iii.  15.  God  de- 
clares himfelf  unwilling  tbit  any  (hould  perifh,  2.  Pet.  iii.  9.  O 
what  a  mercy  is  this  !  Who,  that  is  on  this  fide  heaven  or  hell, 
folly  underftands  the  worth  of  it  ? 

Fourthly^  The  door  of  mercy  will  be  fliortly  (hut,  Luke  xil 
25.  Goci  hath  many  ways  to  fhut  it:  he  fometimes  fiiutsit 
by  withdrawing  the  means  of  grace,  and  removing  the  cantSe* 
fticks :  a  judgment  at  this  time  to  be  greatly  feared.  Sojne- 
times  he  (huts  it,  by  withdrawing  his  Spirit  and  blefiing  from 
the  means,  whereby  all  ordinances  lofe  their  efficacy,  i  Cor.  iii. 
7.  But  if  he  fhut  it  not  by  removing  the  means  of  grace  from 
you,  certain  it  is,  it  will  be  (hortly  (hiit  by  your  removal  from 
all  the  means  and  oppprtunities  of  falvation^by. death.    : 

Fifthly,  When  once  the  door  of  mercy  Is  (hut,  you  are  gone 
bcyond^all  the  poflihilities  of  pardon  and  fatvation  for  evermore. 
The  night  is  then  come,  in  which  no  man  can  work,  John  ix.  4. 
All  the  golden  feafons,  you  now  enjoy,  will  be  irrecoverably  gone 
out  of  your  reach. 

Sixthly  yVzxAon^  are  now  daily  granted  to  others  :  fbme  (and 
they  once  as  ^far  from  mercy  as  you  now  are),  are  at  this  day 
reading  their  pardons  with  tears  of  joy  droppitig  from  tbem. 
The  world  is  full  of  the  examples  and  infiances  of  the  riches  of 
pardoning  grace.  And  whatever  is  needful  for  you  to  do  inthc 
way  of  repentance  and  faith  to  obtain  your  pardon,  how  eafily 
fhall  it  be  done,  tfofice  the  day  of  God*s  power  come  upon  yon  ? 
Pfal.  ex.  3.  O  therefore,  lift  up  your  cries  to  heaven,  give  the 
Lord  no  reft,  take  no  denial  till  he  open  the  blind  eye,  break  the 
ftony  heart,  open  and  bow  the  ftubborn  will,  ciFeftually  draw 
thy  foul  to  Chrift,  and  deliver  thy  j>arddn  fjgned  in  bis  blood. 
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Opening  the  eighth  Motive  to  come  to  Christ,  drawn 
from  the  fiiith  Bctiefit  purchafed  by  Chuist  fot 
Believers* 

Efh.  i.  6.  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  rfhU  grace,  wbertin  he  bath 
made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved. 

T  N  oar  laft  difcourfe  we .  opened  to  you  the  blefied  privilege 
^  ■  of  remiflioQ  of  fin,  from  the  following  vcrfe ;  in  this  vcrfe 
lies  another  glorious  privilege,  i;/;z:.  the  acceptation  that  believerg 
have  with  God  through  Jelus  Chrifl :  both  which  comprife  (as 
th«  two  maio' branches)  our  juftificaiion  before  God.  In  thei 
words  read,  (to  omit  many  things  that  oqight  be  profitably  ob** 
ferved  from  the  method  and  dependance  of  the  apoftle's  dx{* 
coarfc)  three  things  are  obfervable,  viz. 

I.  The  privilege  itfelf. 
^  2.  The  meritorious  caufc. 
3*  The  ultimate  end  thereof. 

I^irfif  The  privilege  itfelf,  which  is  exceeding  rich  and  fwcet 
b  its  own  nature ;  **  he  hath  made  us  accepted  ;**  the  word  is 
iXftftrtmf  y^fimq^  he  hath  ingratiated  us,  or  brought  os  into  grace^ 
favour,  and  acceptance  of  God  the  Father ;  endeared  us  to  bim^ 
fo  that  we  find  grace  in  his  fight. 

Secondly^  The  meritorious  cauie,  purchafing  and  procuring 
I  this  benefit  for  us,  noted  in  the  words,  tt  Tany»9n!»t9»f  in  tie 
'  Beloved;  which  words  are  a  periphrqfis  of  Chrift,  who  is  here 
emphatically  fliled  the  Beloved,  the  great  favourite  of  heaven, 
the  delight  of  God's  (bul,  the  prime  objeft  of  his  love :  it  is  liQ 
thatobtaineth  this  benefit  for  believers :  he  is  accepted  for  his 
own  fake,  and  we  for  his. 

Thirdly,  The  ultimate  end  and  aim  of  conferring  this  benefit 
tJpon  believers ;  "  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grkce ;"  or, 
to  the  end  that  his  grace  might  be  made  glorious  in  praiies  : 
there  are  riches  of  grace  in  this  aft  of  God  ;  and  the  work  and 
bufinefs  of  believer^^  both  in  this  world  apd  in  that  to  come,  13 
to  fearch  and  admire,  acknowledge  and  magnify  God  for  his  a«, 
bundant  gra^e  herein.  ^  Hence  the  note  is, 
Doft.  That  Jefus  Chrxji  hath  purchafed  and  procured  fpedal 

favour  and  acceptation  with  God  for  all  that  are  in  him* 
This  point  lies  plain  in  fcriptuve,  Eph,  ii.  13.  "  But  now  ia 
VoL.II.  Bbb         '. 
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•*  Jcfo&  Cbrift,  yc  who  fometimes  werd  afar  ofF,  arc  made  nigh 
•*  by  ihc  blood  of  Chrirt/*  fyft/«  t^i^i^viri,  made  nigh,  a  term  of 
cndearedocfs*:  nothing  is  taken  into  the  very  bofom  and  embra- 
ces bm  what;  is  very  dear,  precious  and  acceptaWe  :  and  in  Rev, 
li.  5,- 6.  believers  are  faid  to  be  made  by  jefus  Chrift  *•  kings 
^*  and  priefts  unro  God,  and  his  Father,"  (i.  e.)  dignified  fa- 
vourites, upon  whom  the  fpecial  marks  of  honour  are  fet  by 
God.  ... 

^  In  opening  of  this  point,  three  things  mult  be  doftrinally  dif 
cuffed  and  opened,  viz, 

1.  What  the  acceptation  of  our  perlons  with  God  is  ? 

2.  How  it  appears  that  believers  are  fo  accepted  with  God-  ? 

3.  How  Chrift  the  Beloved  procures  this  benefit  for  believers  I 
Firft,  What  the  acceptation  of  our  perfons  with  God  is  ?  To 

open  which,  it  may  be  proper  to  remember,  that  there  is  a  two. 
fold  acceptance  of  perfons  mentioned  in  fcripture.  . 

1.  One  is  the  finful  aft  of  corrupt  man. 

2.  The  other  the  gracious  aft  of  a  merciful  God. 

Firft^  Accepting  of  perfons  is  noted  in  fcripture  as  the  fJnfuI 
aft  of  a  corrupt  man ;  a  thing  which  God  abhbrs,  being  the  cor- 
ruption and  abufe  of  that  power,,  and  authority  which  men  have 
in  judgment ;  overlooking  the  merit  of  the  c^ufe  through  fmful 
refpeft  to  the  qusiiity  of  the  perfon  whofe  caufe  it  is  ^  fo  that  the 
caufe  doth  not  commend  die.per(c>n,  but  the  perfon  the  caule. 
This  God  every  where  brands  in  men,  as  a  vile  perverting  of 
judgment,  and  utterly'difclaims  it  himfelf,  Gal.  iL  6»  "  Godac* 
*\  ccptctK  no  man's  perfon  ;'*  Rom.  ii.  11.  "  There  is  no  refpeft 
•*  of^ perfons  with  God.*' 

Secondly^  There  Is  alfo  an  accenting  of  perfons,  which  is  the 
gracious  aft  of  a  merciful  God  ;  whereby  he.  receives  both  the 
perfons  and  duties  of  believers  into  fpecial  grace  and  favour  for 
Chrift's  fake  ;  and  of  this  my  text  fpeaks.  In  which  aft  of  fa* 
vour  three  things  are  fuppofed  or  included. 

Firji,  It  fupppfes  an  eflatepf  alienation  and  enmity :  thofe  on- 
ly are  accepted  into  favbur,  that  were  out  of  favour ;  and  indeed 
fo  flood  the  cafe  with  us,  Eph.  ii*  12,  13.  "  Ye  were  aliens  and 
"  flrangcrs,  but  now  in  Chrift  Jeftis,  ye  who  fometimes  were  a- 
**  far  off,  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  :**  So  the  apoftle 
Peter,  in  i  Pet.  ii.  10.  "  Which  in  time  paft  were  not  a  people, 
*•  but  now  are  the  people  of  God ;  which  had  not  obtained  met- 
**  cy^but  now  have  obtained  mercy."  The  fall  made  a  fearful 
breach  betwixt  God  and  man.  Sin,  like  a  thick  j^loud,  intercept- 
ed all  the  beams  of  divine  favourfrom  us ;  thefrtisfaftionof  Chdft 
diffoives  that  cloud,  Ifa.  xliv.  22»  **.  I  have  blotted  out,,  as  a  thick 
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<*  cload,  thy  tranlgrcffioos;  and,  as  a  cloud,  Aiy  finfe.**  This 
dark  cloud  thus  diffolred;  the  face  of  God  flwlaes forth  again  wiih 
cheerful  beams  of  favour  and  love  upon  all,  who,  by  feitji,  arc 
intcrefted  in  Jefus  Chrift. 

Secondly,  It  includes  the  removing  of  guik  from  the  perfOns 
of  bdievers,  by  the  impiitation  of  Chrifl's  righteoufnefs  to  the^» 
Roni.  V.  li  z.  **  Being  jtiftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God, 
*f  thro*  our  Lord  Jcft^s  Chrift :  by  whota  alfo  we  have  accefs  by 
"  faidi  into  this  grace  wherein  We  ftand  :"  for  the  face  of  God 
cannot  ftiinc  upon  the  'Wicked  ;  the  perfon  miift  bfe  fir  ft  madi 
righteous,  before  it  can  be  made  accepted. 
'fbirdfy^  It  inchides  the  offering  tip,  or  tendring  of  our  perfons 
2a^  duties  to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift.     Accepting  implies  prefcnting 
or  tendring:  believers  indeed  do  preftnt  theixifelves  x6  God, 
Roto.  Kii.  I.  But  Chrift's  prcfenting  them  makes  their  tender  of 
thcmfeives  acceptable  to  the  Lords  Col.  i.  22.  **  In  itie  body. 
^'  of  his  fleih  through  death  to  prfefent  yoti  holy,  and  unblame- 
"  able,  and  nnrcprovablc,  in  his  fight."     Chrift  leads  every  be* 
liever,  as  it  were  by  the  hand,  into  the  gracious  prefe'nce  of  God  i 
after  this  manner  befpeaking  acceptance  for  him  :  "Father,  here 
^*  is  a  poor  foul  that  was  born  in  fin,  hath  lived  in  rebellion  a- 
**  gainft  thee  all  his  days ;  he  hath  broken  all  thy  laws,  and  dg- 
"  ferved  all  thy  wrath ;  yet  he  is  one  of  that  number  which  thou 
"  g3veft  me  before  the  world  was.     1  have  made  full  payment 
*'  of  my  blood  for  all  his  fins  :  I  have  opened  his  eyes  to  fee  the 
"  liofulnefs  and  mifery  of  his  condition;  broken  his  heart  foi: 
*■  his  rebellions  againft  thee;  bowed  his  will  in  obedience  unto 
"  thy  will ;  united  him  to  my  felf  by  faith,  as  a  livitjg  member 
"  of  my  body  :  and  now,  Lord,  fincp,  he  is  become  mine  by  re- 
***  generation,  let  him  be  thine  alfo  by  fpecial  acceptation  :  let 
".  the  fame  love  with  v/hich  thou  Ictyeft  me  embrace  hitn  alfo, 
•"  w^ho  is  now  become  mine."     And  fo  much  for  the  firft  par- 
ticular, viz.  What  acceptation  with  God  is. 

Secondly 9  In  the  next  place,  1  muft  fhew  you  how  it  appears 
thit  believers  are  thus  ingratiated,  or  brought  into  the  ipecial 
favour  of  God  by  Jefus  Chrift.  And  this  will  be  evidenced  di- 
vers ways. 

FirJ^i  By  the  titles  of  love  and  endearednefs,  with  which  the 
Lord  graceth,  and  honourcth  believers,  who  are  fometimes  cal- 
led the  houjboldof  Cody  Eph.  ii.  19.  iht  friends  of  God,  James  ii. 
23.  the  dear  chiidren  of  God,  Eph.  v.  1 .  the  peculiar  people  of  God, 
y  Pet.  ii.  y.  a  crown  cf  glory,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of 
their  God^  Ifa.  Ixii.  3.  The  objeft  of  his  delight  sjidpteafure, 
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PfaL  odviL  10,  II.  O  what  terms  of  cndearedoefs  doth  God  ufe 
towards  bis  people !  Poth  not  all  this  fpeak  them  to  be  in  fped* 
al  favour  with  him  ?  Which  of  all  tbefe  alone,  doth  not  figoify 
a  perioQ  highly  in  favour  with  God  ? 

Secondly,  The  gracious  manner  in  which  he  treats  them  upon 
the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  he  allows  them  to  come  with 
boldnefs,  Heb.  ir.  i6.     This  alfo  fpeaks  them  in  the  fpecial  fa- 
vour c£  God :  he  allows  them  to  come  to  him  in  prayer^  with 
the  liberty,  confidence,  and  filial  boldnefs  of  children^  ^o  a  fa- 
ther ;  Gal.  \r.  6.  '<  Becaufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath  ient  forth 
**  the  fpirit  of  his  fon  intp  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father;" 
the  familiar  voice  of  a  dear  child :  yea,  which  is  a  wonderful 
condefcenfion  of  the  great  God  to  poor  worms  of  the  earth,  hf 
faith,  Ifa.  xlv,  ii.  "  Thus  lailh  the  Lord,  the  holy  One  of  If-. 
^*  rael,  and  his  maker,  a(k  me  of  things  to  come  conceraing 
^*  my  ions,  and  concerning  the  work  of  my  hands  command  ye 
*'  me :"  an  expreffion  fo  full  of  grace,  and  fpecial  favour  to  be- 
lievers, that  it  needs  great  caution  in  reading  and  underfVanding 
iuch  an  high  and  afioniOiing  exprefiion,  the  meaning' is,  that 
God  hath,  as  it  were,  fubjefted  the  works  of  his  hands  to  the 
prayers  of  his  faints ;  and  it  i$  as  if  he  had  faid,  if  my  glory, 
and  your  neceflity  (hall  require  it,  do  but  aik  me  in  prayer,  and 
whatever  my  Almighty  Power  can  do,  I  will  do  it  for  you. 
However,  let  no  favourite  of  heaven  forget  the  infinite  diflance 
betwixt  bimfelf  and  God.     Abraham  was  a  great  favourite  of 
heaven,  and  was  called  the  friend  of  God;  yet  fee  with  what  hu- 
mility of  fpirit,  and  reverential  awe  he  addrefTeih  to  God,  Gen, 
5tviii.  27.  "  Behold  now  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  fpeak  unto  the 
**  Lord,  which  am  but  duft  and  afhes."    So  that  you  fee  the 
titles  of  favour  above-^mentioned  are  no  empty  titles. 

Thirdly,  God's  readinefs  to  grant,  as  well  as  their  liberty  to 
afk,  fpeaks  them  the  fpecial  favourites  of  God,  The  heart  of 
God  is  fo  propenfe,  and  r^ady,  tfi  grant  the  defires  of  believers, 
that  it  is  but  ask  and  have,  Mat.  vii,  7.  The  door  of  grace  is 
opened  by  the  key  of  prayer,  That  is  a  favourite  indeecl,  to 
whom  the  king  gives  a  blank  to  infert  what  requeft  h^  will ; 
^*  If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  (hall  ask 
^*  what  ye  will,  and  it  (hall  be  don*  unto  you,"  John  xv,  7,  Q 
blefTed  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God  !  David  did  but  fay,  "  xiord, 
^^  turn  the  counfel  of  Ahitophel  into  foQliftinef$,"  and  it  waa 
done  as  foon  as  asked,  2  Sam.  xv,  jt.  Jofliua  did  but  fay, 
<*  thou  fun  fland  dill  in  Gibeon,"  and  a  miraculous  flop  waa 
prcfently  put  to  its  fwift  motion  in  the  heavens ;  nay,  wjlich  i* 
wonderful  to  can4der,  a  praye^,  yetun^n,  I  mean  co.nc^ive^ 
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!q  the  heart,  and  not  yet  uttered  by  the  lips  of  believers,  !s  ot- 
ten  anticipated  by  the  propenfivenefs  of  free  grace,  Ifa.  Ixv.  24. 
*'  An4  it  ihall  come  to  pafs,  that  before  they  call  I  will  anfwer, 
"  and  whilft  they  arc  yet  (peaking  I  will  hear."  The  prayers 
of  others  are  rejefted  as  an  abomination,  Prov.  xv.  8,  God 
cafts  them  back  into  their  faces,  Mai.  ii.  3 .  Bnt  free  grace  figus 
the  petitions  of  the  (hints  more  readily  than  they  are  prefented : 
we  have  not  that  freedom  to  ask,  that  God  hath  to  give :  it  is 
Iroc,  the  anfwcr  of  a  believer's  prayers  may  be  a  long  time  fuf- 
peoded  from  his  fenfe  and  knowledge ;  but  every  prayer,  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  God,  is  pre(ently  granted  in  heaven,  though, 
(or  wiie  and  holy  ends,  they  may  be  held  in  a  doubtful  fufpenle 
about  them  upon  earth. 

Fourthly,  The  free  difcoverics  of  the  fccrcts  of  God's  heart 
to  believers,  fpeak  them  to  be  his  (pecial  favourites :  men  open 
act  the  coun(els  and  fecrets  of  their  own  hearts  to  enemies,  or 
(hangers;  but  to  their  moft  inward  and  intimate  friends :  "Tlie- 
•'  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him,  and  he  will 
**  (hew  them  his  covenant,"  Pfal.  xxv.  14,  When  God  was  a- 
bout  to  de(hroy  Sodom,  he  would  do  nothing  in  that  work  of 
Judgment  'till  he  had  acquainted  Abraham  his  friend,  with  his 
purpofe  therein.  Gen.  xviii.  17.  **  And  the  Lord  faid.  Shall  I 
^*  hide  from  Abraham  that  thing  which  I  do?  For  I  know 
**  him,"  c5rr.  So  when  a  kingviz^  to  be  eleftcd  for  Ifracl,  and 
the  perfon  whom  God  had  chofcn,  was  yet  unknown  to  the 
people^  God,  as  it  were,  whifpered  that  fecret  unto  Sam  gel  the 
day  before,  i  Sam.  ix.  15.  "  Now  the  Lord  had  told  Samuel 
**  in  his  ear  a  day  before  Saul  came  :"  according  to  the  manner 
of  princei  with  fome  fpecial  favourite. 

Ftfthly^  The  Lord's  receiving  every  fmall  thing  that  comes 
from  them  with  grace  and  favour,  when  he  rcjefts  the  greatest 
things  offered  by  others,  doth  certainly  befpeak  believers  the 
fpecial  favourites  of  God.  There  was  but  one  good  word  in  a 
whole  fentence  from  Sarah,  and  that  very  word  is  noted  and 
commended  by  God,  i  Pet.  iii.  6.  "  She  called  him  Lord." 
There  were  but  fome  fmall  beginnings,  or  buddings  of  grace  in 
young  Abijah,  aixi  the  Lord  took  fpecial  notice  thereof,  i  Kings 
Xiv.  13^**  Becaufe  in  him  there  is  found  fome  good  thing  toward 
•*  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  in  the  houfc  of  Jeroboam."  Let 
this  be  an  encouragement  to  young  ones,  in  whom  there  arc 
found  any  breathing  defires  after  Chrift :  God  will  not  rejcft 
ihenl  if  any  fincerity  be  found  in  them ;  a  fecret  groan,  uttered 
to  God  in  fincerity,  (hall  not  be  defpifed,  Rom.  viii.  26.  The 
Vpry  Bbm  of  a  believer's  will,  when  he  had  no  more  to  offer  un^ 
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to  God,  k  an  acceptable  prefeat,  a.  Cor.  viii.  1 1.  The  ^er^in" 
UQt,  aod  purpofe  that  lie  feeretly  in  the  heart  of  a  believer,  not 
yet  executed,  are  accepted  with  him,  i  Kings  vlii.  i8.  "  Where- 
**  as  it  was  ia  thine  heart  to  build  an  honfc  to  my  oame,  thoU 
"  didft  well  that  it  was  ia  thine  heart."  Tfeus  foiall  rfiiogs of- 
fered to  God  by  believers  find  acceptance  wit&  hlna,  whilft  At 
greated  prefen'ts,  even  folemn  aflem biles,  fabbaths,  and  prayers 
Irom  others  are  rejefted :  "  They  are  a  trouble  unto  me  {fa«h 
**  God)  ;  lam  weary  to  bear  them,"  Ife.  *i.  14,  15.  "Inceofe 
•*  from  Sheba,  the  fweet  ^ne  from  a  far  country"  arc  aot  ic» 
ceptable,  nor  facrifices  fweet  unto  God  from  other  handsj  Jer. 
tri.  20.  From  all  Which  i?  appears,  beyond  doubt,  that  the  per- 
fons  and  duties  of  believers  are  accepted  in  the  fpecial  favour  of 
God  by  Jefus  Cbrtll :  which  w^s  the  fecond  thipg  to  be  fpoka 
to,  and  brings  us  to  the  third  general,  viz. 

Thirdly^  How  Chrift,  the  beloved,  procures  this  benefit  for 
believers  ?  And  this  he  doth.  four  way?. 

Firft^  By  the  fatisfaElion  of  his  blood,  Kom:  v.  10,  "  When 
••  we  were  enemies,  we  were  rccpnciled  to  God  by  the  death 
"  of  his  Son*"  No  fricndfhip  without  reconciliiitioD,  no  rccon- 
ciiialiony  but  by  the  blood  of  Ghrift :  therefore  the  new  aod 
living  way,  by  which  believers  come  tinto  God  with  acceptance, 
isfaid  to  be  confecrated  for  us  thrqugh  the  veil  of  Chrift'sflefc; 
and  hence  believers' have  boldnefs  to  eater  into  the  hdlieft  bj 
the  blood  of  Jefus,  Heb.  x.  19,  20. 

.  Secondly  J  Tbefavour  of  God  is  procured  for  believers,  fy  their 
myjiieai  union  with  Chrift ^  whereby  they  are  made  **  members 
"  of  his  body,  of  his  flefh,  and  of  his  bpnes,"  Eph.  v.  30.  So 
that  as  Adam*s  pofterity  flood  upon  the  fame  terms  that-be,  their 
natural  head,  drd  3  fo  believers,  Chrift'S"  myftieal  members,  ftaod 
is  the  favour  of  God>  by  the  favour  which  Chrift  their  fpiritnal 
head  hath,  John  xvii.  33.  "  1  in  them,  and  thou' in  me,  that  ibcy 
**  may  be  made  perfeft  in  one,  and  that  the  world  may  know  that 
**  thou  haft  fent  me,  and  baft  loved  tbfem  as  thon  ball  loved  me." 

Thirdly,  Believers  are  brought  into  favour  with  G^A  by  Chri/i 
hecoming  their  altar,  upon  which  their  perfoos  and  dudes  are  all 
offered  up  to  God  ;  The  altar  fandlifies  the  gift,  Heb.  xiii.  lo* 
And  this  was  typified  by  the  legal  rite  mentioned  Lukei.  9,  lo* 
Chrift  is  that  golden  altar  from  whence  all  the  prayers  of  the 
■  feints  afcend  to  the  throne  of  God,  perfumed  with  the  c»doors, 
^nd  incenfe  of  his  merits.  Rev.  viii.  34.  **  And  aftothcr  angel  came 
*'  and  flood  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  cenfer,  and  there  was 
**  fiven  unto  him  much  incenfe  tl»t  he  (bould  offer  it,  with  the 
**.  prayers  of  all  faints^  upon  the  golden  altar  which  was  tefof® 
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**  th^  [[bronc ;  and  the  fmoke  of  the  inccnfc  whicfi  (tame  with 
**  the  prayers  oi  th«  faints  afccodcd  up  before  Gad  out  of  th^ 
**  augcrsfhand."  And  thus. you  fee  how  the  perfons,  aod  da* 
ties  of  believers  are  brought  into  favour  aad  acceptance  with 
God  by  Jefus  Chrift*     The,  ufea  follow.  . 

Inf^r  ly,  If  all  believers  be  in  favour  wiih  Cod,  how  great  a 
mercy  is  it  to  have  the  prayers  of  fucb  engaged  on  our  behalf? 
W'ould  we  hjjve  our  bufiucfs  fpeed  in  heaven,  let  us  get  int<> 
favour  wkh  <Jod  ourfelves,  and  engage  .the  prayers  of  his  people, 
the  favourites  of  heaven,  for  us.;  Vis  unita  fortior^  one  believer 
can  do  much,  many  can  do  more  :  when  Daniel  defigned  to  get 
the  knowicdgje  of  ihat  fecret,  hinted  in  the  obfcure  dream  of  5)c 
kiag^  which  none  but  the  God  of  heaven  could  make  knowo^ 
it  is  faidj  Dan.  ii.  17,  "Then  Daniel  went  to  his  houfc,  and 
'*  idade  the  thing  known  to  Hananiah,  Mi&ael,  and  Azarlah^ 
**  his<ompaniOQs;  that  they  would  defirc  mercies  of  the  God 
*•  of  heaven  concerning  this  fecret."  The  benefits  of  fuch  af* 
fiilance  in  prayer  by  the  help  of  other  favourites  with  God,  it 
plainly  intimated  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  us,  Mat.  xviii.  19,  "If  two 
*<  of  you  Khali  agree  on  earth  as  touching  any  thing  that  they 
**  (hall  aflc,  it  (hall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
**  heaven."  God  fometimes  ftands  upon  a  number  of  voices^ 
for  the-  carrying  of  foooe  publib  mercy,  becaufe  he  deligbteth  vk 
the  harmony  of  many  praying  fouls;  and  al(b  lores  to  oblige 
and  gratify  many  in  the  anfwer,  and  return  of  the  fame  prayen 
I  know  this  ufage  is^grown  too  formal,  and  complemental  among 
profei{brs :  but  certainly  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  be  fincere 
With  them,  who  are  fo  with  God.  St.  Bernard*prefcribing  rules 
for  dFe<fluaI  prayer,  dofes  thenl  up  ;i;vith  this  with,  et  cum  talii 
jfueriSi  memento  mei,  when  thy  heart  is  in  this  frame,  then  re^ 
^ednber  mc. 

Infer,  2.  If  believers  he  fuch  favourites' in  heaven,  in' what  d 
de/perate  condition  is  that  caufe,.  and  thofe  perfons,  againji  whom 
the  generality  of  betieters  aredaily  ^gaged  in  prayers  and  cries 
to  he^ti^n? 

Certainly  Rome  (hall  f^el  the  diut,  and  fore©  of  the  many  mil- 
liaas  of  prayers  ihat^fe  gotte  up  to  heaven,  from  tb^  faints,  for 
xaaoy  generations :  the  cries  of  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Je* 
fus,  joined  with  the  cries  of  thoufendsof  believers,  will  bring 
dawn  irengeancct  at.  laft  upon  the^  m^a  of  fin.  ,  It  is  faid.  Rev; 
viii.  4,  5,  6.  •*  That  the  finoke  of  the  incenfe  which  came  with 
*«  the  prayers  of  the  faints^,  afcended  up  before  God  out  of  the 
**  angePs  hanfi :"  And  immediately  it  is  added,  ver.  5.  •*  And 
**  the  angel  took  ihe-ccnfcr,  and  filled  it  with  fire  of  the  abaiv 
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**  and  caft  it  into  the  earth,  and  there  were  voices,  and  thnoder* 
**  ings,  and  lightnings,  and  earthquakes,  and  the  (even  angels, 
**  which  had  the  feven  trunapets,  prepared  themfelves  to  (bund*'* 
The  prayer  of  *a  fingle  faint  is  fometimes  followed  with  wonder- 
ful effefts,  Pfal.  xviii.  6,  7.  "  In  my  diftrefs  I  called  upon  thtf 
**  Lord,  and  cried  unto  my  God :  he  heard  my  voice  out  of  his 
*'  temple,  and  my  cry  came  before  h'^my^ven  into  his  ears :  then 
«^  the  earth  (hook  and  trembled ;  the  foundation  aUb  of  the  hills 
^*  moved  and  were  fhaken,  becaufe  he  was  wroth  :"  what  then 
can  a  thundering  legion  of  fuch  praying  i5bt3  do  ?  It  was  faid 
of  Luther,  Ifte  vir  potuit  cum  Deoquicquidvolu^ihzt  man  cpnli 
have  of  God  what  he  would  5  his  enemies  felt  the.  weight  qf  his 
prayers,  and  the  church  of  God  reaped  the  benefits  thereof. 
The  queeen  of  Scats  profeffed,  fhe  was  more  afraid  of  the  prayers 
of  Mr.  Knox  *,  than  of  an  army^ef  ten  ^ufand  men  :  theft  were 
mighty  wredlers  with  God,  however  contemned  and  vilified  a- 
mong  their  enemies.  There  will  a  time  come,  when  God  will 
hear  the  prayers  of  his  people,  who  are  continually  crying  in  his 
cars.  How  long  F  Lord,  how  long  ? 

Infer.  3.  Let  no  believer  he  deje6ied  at  the  contempts  and 
/lightings  cf  men,  fi  long  as  they  ftand  in  the  grace  and  fa* 
vour  of  Ood.  It  is  the  lot  bf  the  bcft  men  to  have  the  worll 
ufage  in  the  world :  thofe  of  whom  the  world  was  not  wor- 
thy, were  not  thought  worthy  to  live  in  the  world,  Heb.  xi.  38, 
Paul  an^  his  companions  were  men  of  choice  and  excellent  fpi- 
rits  ;  yet  faith  he,  i  Cor.  iv.  12.  **  Being  defamed,  we  intrcat ; 
'*  we  are  made  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  are  the  oiFscouring 
**  of  all  things  unto  this  day."  They  are  words  fignifying  the 
bafeA,  moA  contemptible,  and  abhorred  things  among  men^ 
How  are  heaven  and  earth  divided  in  their  judgments  and  edi- 
i^ations  of  the  faints  ?  Tho(e  whom  men  call  filth  and  dirt, 
God  calls  a  peculiar  treafure,  a  crown  of  glory,  a  royal  dia- 
dem. But  trouble  not  thyfelf,^  believer,  for  the  unjuft  cenfures 
of  the  Wind  World ;  they  fpeak  evil  of  the  things  they  know 
not :  *•  He  that  is  fpiritual  judgeth  all  things,  yet  he  himfelf 
"  is  judged  of  no  man,**  i  Cor.  ii.  14.  You  can  difcern  the 
earthlinefs  and  bafenefs  of  their  fpirits,  they  want  a  faculty  to 
difcern  the  excellency  and  choitencfs  of  your  fpirits  :  he  that  car- 
ties  a  dark  lantern  in  the  night,  can  difcern  him  that  comes  againft 
him,  and  yet  is  not  difcemed  by  him.    A  courtier  regards  not  a 

*  Jacobus  S&ngius,  the  Sorbonne  do(ftor,  who  \vrote  the  lives  of 
Luther,  Knox  and  Calvin,  fpeaks  as  if  the  devil  had  hired  jjis  pert 
tQ  ajbofe  thofe  precious  fervanu  of  Ghrift.  ^ 


Serm.  XVir.  The  Method  cf  Grace,  377 

flight  ia  the  coaotry,  fo  long  as  he  hath  the  ear  and  favour  ^ 
his  prince. 

lofpr.  4.  Never  let  believers  fear  the  •want  rf  any  good  thing 
tiecejfary  for  them  in  this  world.  The  fa\tourot  Gcxi  is  the  foun- 
tai%  of  all  bleffings,  prpvifions,  prote^lions,  even  cff  all  that 
you  need.  He  haih  promifcd  that  he  will  wiih'hold  no  good 
thing  from  them  that  walk  uprightly,  PfaL  Ixxxiv.  1 1.  He  that 
is  bountiful  to  his  enemies  will  not  withhold  ^hat  is  good  from 
_  his  friends.  The  favour  of  God  will  not  only  iupply  your 
i^eds,  but  proieft  your  perfons,  Pfal.  v.  12,  "  Thou  wilt  bleft 
'*  the  righteous,  with  favour  wilt  thou  compafs  him  as  with  a 
*•  (hield>' 

fnfer,  5.  Hence  alio  it  follows,  that  thejins  of  believers  art 
very  piercing  things  to  the  heart  rf God.  The  uukindnefs  of  thofe 
whom  he  hath  received  into  his  very  bofom,  upon  whom  he  hath 
fet  his  fpecial  favour  and  delight,  who  are  more  obliged  to  him 
than  all  the  people  of  the  earth  befide,  O  thjs  wounds  the  very 
heart  of  God.  What  a  melting  expoftulatjon  was  that  which 
the  Lord  ufed  with  David,  2  Sam.  xii.  7,  8*  "I  anointed  thee 
•'  king  over  Ifracl,  and  I  delivered  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  SaijI, 
•'  and  I  gave  thee  thy  maftet's  hobfe,  and  thy  niafter's  wives 
•*  into  thy  bofom,  and  gave  thee  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  and  Judah^ 
*'  and  if  that  had  been  too  little,  I  would  moreover  have  given 
•*  unto  thee  fuch  and  fuch  things :  wherefore  h'Sift  thou  def- 
•*  pi  fed  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  ?"  But  reader,  if  thou 
be  a  reconciled  perfon,  a  favourite  with  God,  and  haft  grieved 
him  by  any  eminent  tranfgreffion,  how  fhould  it  melt  thy  hearc 
to  hear  the  Lord  thus  expoftuLlting  with  thee :  I  delivered  thee 
©lit  of  the  hand  of  Satan ;  I  gave  thee  into~the  bofom  of  Chrift ; 
I  have  pardoned  unto  thee  millions  of  fins ;  I  have  bcftowed  up- 
on thee  the  riches  of  mercy;  my  favour  hath  made  thee. great ; 
and,  as  if  all  this  were  too  little,  I  have  prepared  heaven  for  thee : 
for  which  of  all  thefe  favours  doft  thou  thds  requite  me  ? 

Infer.  6.  How  precious  Jbould  Jefus  Chrifi  he  to  believers^  by 
whofe  blood  they  are  ingratiated  with  Gody  and  by  whofe  intercef^ 
Jion  they  are^  andjhaltfor  ever  be  continued  in  his  favour}!  When 
the  apoftle  mentions  the  believers  tranflation,  from  the  fad 
flate  of  nature  to  the  bkffed  privileged  ftate  of  grace,,  fee  wha)(^ 
a  title  he  beftows  upon  Jefus  Chrift,  the  pupchafer  of  that  privi^ ' 
lege,  calling  him  the  dear  Son,  Col.  i.  13.  Not  only  dear  to  God, 
but  exceeding  dear  to  believers  alio.  Chrift  is  the  favourite 
in  heaven,  lovhim  you  owe  all  the  preferment  there:  Take 
away  Chrift,  and  you  have  no  ground  on  which  to  ftaad  one ' 
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iniaute  in  the  favour  of  God.  O  then  let  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fotin" 
tain  of  your  honour,  be  alio  the  objeft  of  your  Jove  and  pralfe. 

Infer.  7.  Eftimate  by  this^  the  fl  ate  and  condition  of  a  deferted 
faint  y  vfon  'whom  the  favour  of  Cod  is  ecMfped,  If  the  favour  of 
God  be  better  than  life,  the  hiding  of  it  from  a  gracious  foul 
muft  be  more  bitter  than  death  :  Dclertcd  faints  have  reafon  to 
take  the  firft  place  among  all  the  mourners  in  the  world  :  The 
darknefs  before  converfion  had,  indeed,  more  danger,  but  this 
hath  more  of  trouble.  Darknefs  after  light  is  difmal  darknefs. 
Since  therefore  the  cafe  is  fo  fad,  let  your  preventing  care  be  the 
more  ;  grieve  not  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  you  prepare  but  for 
your  own  grief  in  fo  doing. 

Infer,  8.  Laftly,  Let  this  perfuade  all  men  to  accept  Jefus  Chrtft^ 
as  ever  they  expeB  to  he  accepted  "with  the  Lord  themfelves.  It 
is  a  fearful  cafe,  for  a  man's  peribn,  and  duties  to  be  rejeftedof 
God  ;  to  cry  and  not  be  heard:  And  much  more  terribl6  to  be 
denied  audience  in  the  great  and  terrible  day.  Yet,  as  fare  as  the 
fcriptures  arc  the  fealed  and  faithful  fayings  of  God,  this  is  no 
more  than  what  every  Chriftlcfs  perfon  muft  expeft  in  that  day, 
Mat.  vii.  22.  Luke-xiii.  26.  trace  the  hiftory  of  all  times,  even 
as  high  as  Abel,  and  you  (hall  find  that  none  but  %  believers  did 
ever  find  acceptance  with  God ;  all  experience  confirms  this 
great  truth,  that  they  that  are  in  thefJefb  cannot  pleafe  God, 
Reader,  if  this  be  thy  condition,  let  me  beg  thee  to  ponder  the 
inifery  of  it  in  a  few  fad  thoughts, 

Confidcr  how  fad  it  is  to  be  reje£lfed  of  God,  and  forfaken  by 
all  creatures  at  once;  what  a  day  of  ftraits  thy  dying  day  Is 
like  to  be,  when  heaven  and  earth  (hall  caft  thee  out  together. 
Be  affbred  whatever  thy  vain  hopes  for  the  prefent  quiet  the^ 
withal,  this  muft  be  thy  cafe,  the  door  of  mercy  will  be  (hut 
againft  thee,  no  man  comeih  to  the  Father  but  by  Chrift.  Sail 
was  the  cafe  of  Saul,  when'  he  told  Samuel,  **  the  Philiftincs 
"  make  war  againft  me,  and  God  is  departed  from  me,*'  i  Sam. 
xxviii.  I  J.  The  faiats  will  have  boldnefs  in  the  day  of.  judge- 
ment, 1  John  iv.  1 7.  But  thou  wilt  be  a  confounded  Man; 
there  is  yet,  bleffed  be  the  God  of  mercy,  a  capacity  and  oppor- 
tunity of  reconciliation,  2,  Cor.  v.  19.  Ifa.  xxvii.  5.  But  thii 
can  be  of  no  long  continuance.  O  therefore,  by  all  the  regard 
'and  love  you  have  for  the  everlafting  v^elfare  of  your  own  fouls, 
come  to  Chrift ;  embrace  Chrift  in  the  offers  of  the  gofpcl,  that 
you  may  be  made  accepted  in  the  beloved. 

X  If  any  one  dedres  to  know  the  will  of  God,  fct  him  be  a  fiiead 
of  God.     Aug^ 
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The  Liberty  of  Believers,  opened  and  dated. 

John  viii.  36.  If  the  Son  therefore  Jhall  make ymfree^  yefhal( 
be  free  indeed, 

FR  0.M  the  30th  vcrfe  of  this  chiiptcr  uato  my  text,  you 
have  an  accopnt  of  the  different  effefts  which  the  words  of 
thrift  bad  upon  the  hearts  of  his  hearers :  Some  believed,  ver. 
.30.  theie.heepcourageth  to  coptinu^  in  his  \yord,  ver.  3 1.  giving 
them  this  encouragement,  ver.  32.  "  Ye  (hall  knovir  the  truth, 
f*  and  the  truth  (hall  make  you  free."  Hereat  the  unbelieving 
Jews  take  offence,  and  commence  a  quarrel  with  him,  ver.  33. 
**  \J?]e.be  Abraham's  feed,  and  were  never  in  bondage  to  any 
man."  We  are  of  no  flavifh  extraftion ;  the  blood  of  Abraham 
runs  in  our  veins.  This  fcornful  boaft  of  the  proud  Jews,  Chrifl 
confutes,  ver.  34.  where  he  diftinguifheth  on  a  twofold  bondage  ; 
one  to  men,  another  to  fin  ;  one  civil,  another  fpiritual :  Who- 
ibeVer  committeth  (in  is  the  fervant  of  fin*  then  tells  them,  ver. 
,36.  •*  The  fervant  abideth  not  in  the  houfe  for  ever,  but  the  Son 
•*  abideth  for  ever."  Wherein  he  intimateth  two  great  truths, 
viz.  That  the  fervants,  and  flayes  of  fin  may,  for  a  time,  eojoy 
the  external  privileges  of  the  houfe,  or  church  ot  God ;  but 
.it  would  not  be  long  before  the  m^f^er  of  the  houfe  will  tur|;i 
them  out  of  door :  But  if ^  they  were  Oncfc  the  adopted  chil- 
dren of  God,  then  they  (hould  abide  in  the  houfe  for  ever. 
Avkd  this  privilege  is  ooly  to  be  had  by  their  believing  in,  and 
.union  with  the  natural  Son  of  God,  Jefus  Chrift  :  Which  brings 
us  feirly  to  the  text ;  "  If  the  Son  therefore  fhall  make  you  free, 
**  ye  fhall  be  free  indeed."  In  which  words  we  have  two  parts ; 
.      C    I.  A  fupppofitioq.     .  ' 

^  '  X   2,  A  conceflTion. 

Firjl^  A  fuppofition,  **  If  the  Son  therefore  {hall  make  you 
•*  fxtt^q.  d.  The  womb  of  nature  caft  you  forth  into  the  world 
in  a  flate  of  bondage  ;  in  that  ftate  you  have  lived  all  your  days ; 
fervants  to  fin;  flaves  to  your  lufls ;  yet  freedom  is  to  be  obtain- 
.cd  :  And  this  freedom  is  the  prerogative  belonging  to  the  Son 
of  God  to  beftow  :  "  If  the  Son  fhall  make  you  free." 

Secondly^  Cbrift's  conceffion  upon  this  fuppofition,  "  Then 
"  fhall  ye  be  free  indeed,"  (u  e,)  you  fdall  have  a  real  freedom, 
an  excellent,  and  everlaAing  freedom :  No  conceit  only,  as  that 

C  C  C  2 
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which  you  now  boaft  of  is :  If  ever  therefore  you  will  be  free 
men  indeed,  believe  ia  me.     Hence  note, 

Do6^.  That  intereft  in  Chrifl  fits  the  foul  at  liberty  from  aU 
that  bondage  whereinto  it  was  fuhjedled  in  its  natural  ft  ate. 

Believers  are  the  children  of  the  ne\y  covenant,  the  Denizons 
of  Jeruialem  which  is  above,  which  is  free,  and  the  mother  of 
them  all,  <5al.  iv.  26.  The  glorious  liberty,  viz,  that  which 
is  fpiritual  and  eternal,  is  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  God, 
Rom.  vili.  21.  Chrift  and  none  but  Chrift  delivers  his  people 
out  of  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  Luke  i.  74. 

In  the  doftrinal  part  of  this  point,  I  muft  (hew  you, 

Firjlr^  What  believers  arc  not  freed  from  by  Jefus  Chrift  m 
this  world. 

Secondly^  What  that  bondage  is  from  which  every  believer 
is  free^  by  Chrift. 

Thirdly^  What  kind  of  freedom  that  is  which  comineoces 
upon  believing. 

Fourthly^  Open  the  excellency  of  this  ftate  of  fpiritual  free- 
dom, 

Firfty  What  thofe  things  are  from  ivhich  believers  are  wa 
made  free  in  this  world :  We  muft  not  think  that  our  fpiritual 
liberty  by  Chrift,  prefcntly  brings  us  into  an  abfolute  liberty, 
in  all  rcfpefts.  For, 

Firft,  Chrift,  doth  not  free  blievers  from  obedience  to  ^the  m^ 
ral  law :  It  is  true  we  are  no  more  under  it  as  a  covenant  for 
our  juftification :  but  we  are,  and  muft  ftill  be  under  it,  as  a 
rule  for  our  dire^ion.  The  matter  of  the  moral  la^  is  unchange- 
able, as  the  nature  of  good  and  evil  is,  and  cannot  be  aboliQied 
except  that  diftinftion  could  be  deftroyed.  Mat.  v.  17,  18.  The 
precepts  of  the  law  are  ftill  urged  under  the  gofpel  to  enforce 
duties  upon  us,  Eph.  vi.  12.  It  is  therefore  a  vain  diftinftion, 
invented  by  libertines,  to  lay  it  binds  us  as  creatures,  not  as 
Chriftians ;  or  that  it  binds  the  unregenerate  part,  but  oot  the 
regenerate ;  but  this  is  a  fure  truth,  that  they  who  are  freed 
fK>m  its  penalties y  are  ftill  under  its  precepts.  Though  believers 
are  no  "more  under  its  curfe,  yet  they  are  ftill  under  its  conduct  i 
The  law  fends  us  to  Chrift  to  be  jujifiedy  and  Chrift  fends  us 
to  the  law  to  be  regulated.  Let  the  heart  of  every  Chriftiaa 
join  therefore  with  David's  in  that  holy  wifti,  Pfal.  cxix.  4,  5, 
<*  Thou  haft  commanded  us  to  keep  thy  precepts  diligently ; 
**  O  that  my  heart  were  direfted  to  keep  thy  ftatutes."  It  is 
excellent  when  Chriftians  begin  to  obey  the  law/r«n  life,  which 
others  obey  for  life ;  becaufe  they  are  joftified,  not  that  they 
may  be  Juiiified    It  is  al&  excellent  wbeo  duties  are  done  io 
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the  ikrength,  and  for  the  honour  of  Chrift,  which  is  eTaogeli* 
cal ;  and  not  in  our  own  (Irength,  and  for  our  own  ends,  which 
is  iervile,  and  legal  obedience :  Had  Chrift  freed  us  from  obc« 
dience,  fuch  a  liberty  had  been  to  our  lofs. 

Secondly^  Chrift  hath  not  freed  believers,  in  this  world,  from 
.  the  temptations  and  aftaults  of  Satan :  even  thoie  that  ^re  freed 
■  bom  his  dominion,  are  not  free  from  his  molejiation.  It  is  faid 
indeed,  Rom.  xvi,  20.  "  God  ftiall  (hortly  bruife  Satan  under 
"  your  feet  :'*  But  mean  time  he  hath  power  to  bruife,  and 
buffet  us  by  his  injcftions,  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  He  now  bruifeth 
Chrift 's  heel.  Gen,  iii.  15  (i.  e.)  bruifeth  him  in  his  tempted, 
and  afflidled  members :  Though  he  cannot  kill  them,  yet  be  can, 
and  doth  afflidt  and  fright  them,  by  (booting  his  fiery  darts  of 
temptation  among  them,  Eph.  vi.  1 6*  It  is  true,  when  the 
faints  are  got  fafe  into  heaven,  they  are  out  of  gunfhot ;  there 
is  perfe6t  freedom  from  all  temptation.  A  believer  may  then 
fay,  O  thou  enemy,  temptations  are  come  to  a  perpetual  end. 
I  am  now  arrived  there,  where  none  of  thy  fiery  darts  can  reach 
me :  But  this  freedom  is  not  yet. 

Thirdly^  Chrift  hath  not  yet  freed  believers,  in  this  world, 
from  the  motions  of  indwelling  Sin  :  Thcfe  are  continually  aA- 
ing,  and  infefting  the  holieft  of  men,  Rom.  vii.  21,  23,  24. 
Corruptions,  like  Canaanites,  are  ftill  left  in  the  land  to  be 
thorns  in  your  eyes,  and  goads  in  your  fides.  Tbofe  that  boafl 
moft  of  freedom  from  the  motions  of  fin,  have  moft  caufe  to 
fnlpeft  themfclvcs  ftill  under  the  dominion  of  fin.  All  Ghrift's 
>  freemen  are  troubled  with  the  fame  complaint :  who  among  them 
complains  not  as  the  apoftle  did,  Rom.  vii.  24.  **  Oh  wretched 
**  man  that  I  am !  who  (hall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  thi3 
"  death  ?" 

Fourthly,  Jefus  Chrift  doth  not  free  believers  in  this  world 
from  inward  troubles,  and  exercifes  of  foul,  upon  the  account 
of  fin.  God  may  let  loofe  Satan,  and  confcience  too,  in  the 
way  of  terrible  acculations,  which  may  greatly  diftrefs  the  foul 
of  a  believer,  and  woefully  cclipfe  the  light  of  God*s  countc- 
nance,  and  break  the  peace  of  their  fouls.  Job,  Heman,  and 
I>avid  were  all  made  free  by  Chrift,  yet  each  of  them  hath  left 
upon  record  his  bitter  complaint  upon  this  account,  Job.  vii. 
19,  20.  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  14,  15,  16.  Pfal.  xxxviii.  unto  ver.  11. 
Fifthly,  Chrift  hath  not  freed  believers,  in  this  world,  from 
the  rods  of  afHi^lion*  God  in  giving  us  our  liberty,  doth  no^ 
abridge  his  own  liberty;  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  32.  All  the  children  of 
God  are  made  free,  yet  what  ion  is  there  whom  the  father  chaft- 
netb  not  ?  ikb#  xii.  8.  Exemptioii  from  aiHifliQa  is  fb  far  from 
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being  the  inark  of  a  freemao,  that  the  apodle  there  makes  it 
Ac  mark  of  a  flave.  Baftards  not  fens,  want  the  difciplioe  and 
hleffing  of  the  rod  :  To  be  free  from  afflldion  would  be  do  bcr 
nefit  to  believers,  who  receWe  fo  many  benefits  by  it. 

Sixthfy,  No  believer  i«  freed  by  Chrift  from  the  Jlroke  of 
4katb,  though  they  are  all  freed  from  the  fiing  of  death,  Rom. 
viiL  lo.  The  bodies  of  believers  are  under  (he  fame  law  <)f 
mortality  with  other  men,  Heb.  ix.  27.  We  muft  come  to  the 
mve.  aswdl  as  others ;  yea,  we  muft  come  to  it  through  the 
jame  agonies,  pangs,  and  dolours  that  other  men  do :  The  foot 
jot  dieath  treads  as  heavy  upon  the  bodies  of  the  redeemed,  as  of 
other  men.  Believert,  indeed,  are  dtAioguKhed  by  mercy  from 
others,  but  the  diftinguifhiog  mercy  lies  not  here.  Thus  you 
lee  what  believers 'are  not  freed  from  in  this  world :  If  yoa  (hall 
BOW  fay,  what  advantage  then  Jiath  a  believer,  or  what  profit  is 
there  in  regeneration  ?  I  anfwcr, 

Secondly y  That  believers  are  freed  from  many  great,  and  fad 
aniferies,  and  evils,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  notwithfianding  all  that 
hath  been  faid.     For, 

fir^f  AH  believers  arc  freed  from  the  vigour^  and  cur/e  of 
-the  law :  The  rigorous  yoke  of  the  law  is  broken  off  from 
•their  necks,  and  the  fweet  and  eafy  yoke  of  Jefus  Chrift  put  on, 
Ikdatth.  xi.  23.  The  law  required  perfeft  working,  under  the 
pain  of  a  curfe.  Gal.  iii.  ic.  accepted  of  no  fliort  endeavours ; 
admitted  no  repentance  ;  gave  no  ftrength  :  It  is  not  fo  now, 
proportionable  ftrength  is  given,  Phil.  iv.  13.  Sincerity  is  reckon- 
ed perfeftion,  Jobi.  I.  Tranfgreffion  brings  not  under  con- 
ilemnation,  Rom.  viii.  i.  O  ble  (Ted  freedom !  3vhen  duty  be- 
comes  delight,  and  failings  hinder  not  acceptance  !  This  is  one 
part  of  the  bleflcd  freedom  of  believers. 

Secondly,  All  believers  are  freed  from  the  guilt  of  fin ;  it 
may  trouble^  but  it  cannot  condemn  them,  Rom.  viii.  33.  The 
hand- writing  which  was  again  ft  us  is  cancelled  by  Chrift,  nailed 
to  his  crofs,.  Colof.  ii.  14,  When  the  feal  and  hand- writing  arc 
torn  off  from  the  bond,  the  debtor  is  made  free  thereby  :  Be- 
lievers are  totally  freed,  Afts  xiii.  39.  **  Juftified  from  all 
**  tilings:"  And  finally  freed,  John  v.  24.  "  They  ftiall  never 
•*  come  into  condemnation.*'  0  blefied  freedom !  .How  fweet 
is  it  to  lie  down  in  our  beds,  yea,  in  our  graves,  when  guilt  fliall 
neither  be  our  bed -fellow,  nor  grave^fellow ! 

Tffirdiy^  Jefus  Chrift  frees  all  believers  from  the  dominion,  as 

well  as  the  guilt  of  fm.     **  Sin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over 

•*  you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace,"  Rom. 

:  vi.  14.    *'  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  which  is  ia  Chrift  Jelbs 
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"  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fia  and  death*  Rom.  viii, 
2,  Now  ^ho  can  eflimatc  fuch  a  liberty  as  this  ?  What  flavcry, 
what  an  intolerable  drudgery  is  the  ferrice  of  divers  lufts ;  fromf 
all  which  believers^  are  freed  by  Chrift ;  not  from  the  rejidence, 
but  from  the  reign  of  fin.  it  is  with  fin  in  believers  sis  it  wab 
with  thdfebeafts  mentioned  Dan.  vii.  12.  *'  They  had  their 
**  dominion  taken  away,  yet  their  lives  were  prolonged  for  t 
**  feafon  and  time." 

Fourthly  f  Jefus  Chrift  fets  all  believers  free  from  the  power 
of  Satan  ;  in  whofe  right  they  were  by  nature,  Col.  i.  13.  they 
are  tranflatcd  from  the  power  of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift.  Satan  had  the  pofTefTion  of  them,  as  a  man  of  his  own 
goods;  but  Chrift  difpofleffeth  that  ftrong  man  armed,  alters 
the  property,  and  recovers  them  out  of  his  hand,  Luke  xi.  2'i, 
22.  There  are  two  ways  by  which  Chrift  frees  believers  out 
q[  Satan's  power  and  pofleflion  ;  namely, 

1,  By  price.  |  2.  By  power. 

FirJ,  By  price.  The  blood  of  Chrift  purchafeth  belicveri 
oat  of  the  hands  of  juftice,  by  fatisfying  the  law  for  them,  which 
being  done,  Satan's  authority  over  them  falls  of  courfe,  as  th^ 
power  of  a  jailor  over  the  prifoner  doth,  when  he  haih  a  legsit 
difcharge,  Heb.  ii.  14.  **Forafmuch  then  as  children  are  parta* 
"  kcrs  of  flc(h  and  blood ;  he  alfo  himfclf  took  part  of  the  fame. 
**  that  through  death  he  might  deftroy  him  that  had  the  power 
**  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil."  The  cruel  tyrant  beats^  and 
burdens  the  poor  captive  no  more  after  the  ranfbm  is  once  paid; 
and  he  thereby  aftually  freed ;  and  therefore  Chrift  delivers  .his* 

-- Secondly y  By  power.  Satan  is  exceeding  unwilling  to  let  go 
Bis  prey  :  He  Is  a  ftrong  and  a  malicious  enemy  :  every  refcue, 
^nd  ddiverance  out  of  his  hand,  is  a  glorious  efFeft  of  the  Al- 
mighty power  of  Chrift,  Aftsxxvi.  18.  2  Cor,  x.  5.  How  did 
•our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  grapple  with  Satan  at  his  death,  and  tri- 
umphed over  him.  Col.  ii.  15.  O  glorious  falvation!  blefted 
liberty  of  the  children  of  Qod  !       ' 

Fifthly^  Chrift  frees  believers  from,  the  poifonous  fting  and 
hurt  of  death  :  Xill  us  it  can,  but  hurt  us  it  cannot,  i  Cor  xv, 
55»  5^*  **  9  ^^^^^  •  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave  J  where  is  thy 
•*  vi^ftory  ?  The  fting  of  death  is-  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin  is 
'*•  the  law  :  But  thanks  be  to  God  which  giveth  us  the  vi6t6ry 
'**  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  If  there  be  not  hurt,  there 
fhould  be  no  horror  in  death  :  It  is  guilt  that  arms  death,  both 
v^ith  its  hurting  and  terrifying  power*  To  die  in  our  fins,  John 
viii.  2^4.  To  have  our  bones  full  of  the  fins  of  our  youth,  which 
jball  lie  down  with  us  in.  the  duft;  Job^xk.  1 1.    To  have  death. 
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like  a  dragon,  pulling  a  poor  guJlty  creature  as  a  prey  into  Us 
dreadful  dea,  Pfal.  xlix.  14.  In  this  lies  the  danger  and  hor- 
ror of  death  :  Bat  from  death,  as  a  curfe,  and  from  the  grave, 
as  a  prifon,  Chrift  hath  fet  believers  at  liberty,  by  fubmitting  to 
death  in  their  room,  by  his  victorious  refurre^ion  from  the 
grave,  as  the  firft-born  of  the  dead  :  death  is  difarmed  of  its 
hurting  power :  The  death  of  believers  is  but  a  deep  in  Jcfus. 

Thirdly y  The  next  thing  to  be  briefly  fpoken  to,  is  the  kind 
and  nature  of  that  freedom  and  liberty  purchafed,  and  procured 
by  Chrift  for  believers. 

Now  liberty  may  be  confidered  two  ways  ;  viz. 
I.  As  civil.  I  2.  As  facred,   , 

As  to  civil  freedom,  or  liberty,  it  belongs  not  to  T)ur  preieat 
bufinefs  :  Believers,  as  to  their  civil  capacity^  are  not  freed  from 
the  duties  they  owe  to  their fuperiors.  Servants,  though  belie* 
vers,  are  ftill  ro  be  fubjeft  to  their  matters,  according  to  theflcfh, 
with  fear  and  trembling,  Eph.  vi.  5,  nor  from  obedience  to  law- 
ful magiftrates,  whom  we  are  to  obey  in  fhe  Lord,  Rom.  xii.  i, 
"  4.  Religion  difTob^cs  not  the  bonds  of  civil  relations  :  nor  is  it 
to  be  ufed  as  an  occafion  to  the  fle(h,  i  Pet.  ii.  16.  It  is  not  a 
carnal,  but  a  fpiritual  freedom  Chrift  hath  pur.chafed  for  us: 
And  this  fpiritual  freedom  is  again  to  be  confidered,  either  as, 
I.  Inchoate.  .       |  2.  Con fum mate. 

The  liberty  believers  have  at  prefent  is  but  a  begioning  liber- 
ty ;  they  are  freed  but  in  part  from  their  fpiritual  enemies  :  bat 
it  is  a  growing  liberty  every  day,  and  will  be  confummate,  and 
complete  at  laft. 

To  conclude,  Chriftian  liberty  is  either, 

I.  Privative,  or,       |  2,  Pofiuve. 

The  liberty  believers  are  invefted  with,  is  of  both  kinds  :  They 
arc  not  only  freed  from  many  miferies,  burdens  an4  dangers,  but 
alfo  invefted  by  Jefus  Chrift  with  many  royal  privileges  and  iI^ 
valuable  immunities. 

Fourth'y,  And  this  brings  us  to  the  fourth  and  laft  thing: 
namely,  the  properties  of  this  blefled  freedom  whith  the  faints 
enjoy  by  Jefus  Chrift ;  and,  if  we  confider  it  duly,  it  will  be 
found  to  be, 

Fir/iy  A  wonderful  liberty,  never  enough  to  be  admired.  How 
could  it  be  imagined  that  ever  thofe  who  owed  unto  God  more 
than  ever  they  could  pay  by  their  own  eternal  fufferings  ;  tbofe 
that  were  under  the  dreadful  curfe,  and  condemnation  of  the 
law,  in  the  power  and  poffefBon  of  Satan  the  ftrong  man  ar6)ed; 
thofe  that  ^j^rere  bound  with  fo  many  chains  in  their  fpiritual  pri- 
fon; their  underftandlng  bound  with  ignorauce^  their  wills  with 
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obftiaacyy  their  hearts  with  impenetrable  hardnefi,  their  afFec* 
tions  with  a  thoufand  bewitching  vanities,  that  (light  their  ilate 
of  flavery  fb  mnch,  as  induOriottfly  to  oppofe  all  innrnments  and 
means  of  deliverance ;  for  fuch  pcrlbns  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  not- 
wuhftanding  alt  this,  is  the  wonder  of  wonders,  and  will  bede* 
fcrvedly  raarvelloas  in  the  eycsof  believers  for  ever. 

Secondly y  The  freedom, of  believers  is  a  peculiar  freedom  ;  * 
Bberty  which  few  obtain  ;  the  generality  abiding  ftill  in  bondage 
to  $aran,  who,  from  the  multitude  of  his  fubjefts,  is  filled  the 
god  of  this  ivorld,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  Believers  in  icripture  are  often 
called  a  remoaut,  which  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  whole  piece : 
The  more  caufe  have  the  peopie  of  God  to  admire  didinguifhin^ 
mercy.  How  many  nobles  and  great  ones  of  the  world  are  but 
royal  flaves  to  Satan,  and  their  own  lufls ! 

Thirdly,  The  liberty  of  bdievers  is  a  liberty  dearly  purchafed 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  What  that  captain  faid,  Aftsxxii.  2S. 
**  With  a  great  fum  obtained  I  this  freedom,"  may  be  much 
more  (aid  of  the  believers  freedom :  It  was  not  filvcr  or  gold ; 
but  the  precious  blood  of  ChriA  that  purcha(ed  it,  i  Pet.  i.  18. 

Fourthly,  The  freedom  and  liberty  of  believers  is  a  growing 
and  encreafing  liberty  ;  they  get  more  and  more  out  of  the  power 
of  fin,  and  nearer  Kill  to  their  complete  falvation  every  day,  Rom. 
xiii.  1 1.  The  body  of  fin  dieth  daily  in  them  :  they  arc  (aid  to 
be  crucified  with  Chrift :  the  ftrength  of  (in  abates  continually 
ia  them,  after  the  manner  of  crucified  perfons,  y^ho  die  a  dovr^ 
but  furc  (fcath  :  And  look  in  what  degree  the  power  of  lia  a- 
bates,  proporcionably  their  fpiritual  liberty  encreafes  upon  them.. 

Fifthly,  The  freedom  of  believers  is  a  comfortable  freedom  s 
the  apoftle  comforts  Chriflians  of  the  loweft  rank,  poor  fcrvants, 
%ith  this  cotifideration,  i  Cor.  vii.  22.  **  He  that  is  called  in  the 
♦*  Lord,  being  a  fcrvant,  is  the  Lord's  freeman,"  j.  d.  Let 
not  the  meane(i  of  your  outward  condition,  which  is  a  (late  of 
febje£tion  and  dependance,  a  ftate  of  poverty  and  contempt,  at 
ail  trouble  you :  you  are  the  Lord's  freemen,  of  precious  account 
in,  bis  eyes,     O  it  is  a  comfortable  liberty  ! 

Sixthly,  and  Lafily,  It  is  a  perpetual  and  final  freedom ;  they 
that  are  once  freed  by  Chrift,  have  their  mandmiflion,  and  final 
dtfcfaarge  froai  that  ftate  of  bondage  they  were  in  before :  fin 
ftjall  never  have  dominion  over  them  any  more :  it  may  tempt 
them,  and  trouble  them,  but  (hall  never  more  rule  and  govern 
them,  Afts  xxvL  18^*  And  thus  you  fee  what  a  glorious  liberty 
the  liberty  of  believers  is. 

The  imfVQVement  whereof  will  be  in  the  following  iaferencesj 

Infer,  i.  Ifow  rational  is  the  Joy  (rfChriJiians,  above  the  /y 
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uf  all  others  in  the  world?  Shall  not  the  captit^e  rejoice  in  his  re- 
covered liberty  ?  the  very  birds  of  the  air  (as  one  obferves)  had 
rather  be  at  liberty  in  the  woods,  though  lean  and  hongry*  than 
in  a  golden  cage  with  the  riched  fare :  every  creatnre  naturally 
prizes  it ;  none  more  than  believers,  who  have  felt  the  bnrden 
and  bondage  of  corruption  :  who  in  the  days  of  their  firft  iUur 
mination  and  convi^ion  have  poured  out  many  groans  and  tears 
for  this  mercy^     What  was  faid  of  the  captive  people  of  God  io 
Babylon,  excellently  {hadows  forth  the  flate  of  God's  people  un- 
der fpiritual  boudage,  with  the  way  and  manner  of  tbeir  delive* 
ranee  from  It,  Zech.  ix.  ii.  "  By  the  blood  of  the  covenant  t 
''  have  fenf  forth  thy  prifouers  out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no  wa^ 
*'  ter."    Believers  are  delivered  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  out  ct 
U  worfe  pit  than  that  of  Babylon ;  and  look,  as  the  tribes  in 
their  return  from  thence  were  overwhelmed  with  jay  and  a0o- 
cilhment,  Pfal.  cxxvi.  i,  2^  **  When  the  Lord  turned  again  the 
•*  captivity  of  Sion,  we  were  like  them  that  dreams  Then  was 
*'  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with  iingipg.'' 
They  were  overwhelmed  with  the  fenfe  of  the  mercy :  So  Siould 
it  be  with  the  people.of  God.    It  is  faid,  Luke  xv«  24.  when 
the  prodigal  fon  (there  made  the  emblem  of  a  retuniing,  con- 
verting (inner)  was  returned  again  to  hid  father's  honfe,  thai 
there  was  heard  mufic  and  dancing,  mirth  and  feafting  in  thai 
houfe.     The  angels  in  heaven  rejoice  when  a  ibui  is  recovered 
out pf  the  power  of  Satan:  And  (hall  not  the  recovered  foul, 
immediately  concerned  in  the  mercy,  greatly  rejoice  ?  Yea,  let 
them  rejoice  in  the  Lofd,  and  let  no  earthly  trouble  or  afflif^i- 
on  ever  have  power  to  interrupt  their  joy,  for  a  momcat,  after 
fu<;h  a  deliverance  as  this. 

Infer,  a.  How  unrea/onahle,  and  wholly  inexcujaile  is  tie  Jin 
of  apoftacy  from  Jefus  thrift  t  Wha;  is  it  but  for  a  delivered  <;ap*- 
tive  to  put  his  feet  again  into  the  (hackles ;  his  hands  imo  the 
manacles  \  his  neck  into  the  iron  yoke,  from  which  he  hath 
been  delivered?  'Tis  laid.  Mat. xii* 44,  45.  "  When  the  u&- 
**  clean  fpirit  is  gone  out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  through  dry 
^'  places,  feeking  refl  and  (iadeth  none  :  Tb^n  he  faith,  I  will 
"  return  into  mine  houfe  from  whence  I  came  oirt  *i  and  when 
''he  is  come,  he  findeth  it  empty,  fwept,  an4  garniihed  ;  then 
**  goeth  he,  and  t^keth  with  him  (even  other  fpirits  more  \idcked 
*'  than  himfelf,  and  they  enter  in  and  dwell  there,  and  the  laft 
' ''  Hate  of  that  man  is  wor(e  than  the  firfl:.''  Even  as  a  prilbner 
that  hath  efcaped,  and  is  again  recovered,  is  loaded  with  double 
irons.  Let  the  people  of  God  be  content  to  run  any  hazard,  en- 
dure any  diffici^ties  la  the  way  of  religion^  rather  than  retwa 
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agam  iDto  their  former  bondage,  to  fin  and  Satan.  O  Chrifti- 
an  !  if  ever  God  gave  thee  a  fight,  and  a  fenfe  of  the  nailery  and 
.danger  of  thy  natural  ftate,  if  ever  thou  haft  felt  the  pangs  of  a 
labouring,  and  dlftrcflcd  tonfcience,  and,  after  all  this,  tafted 
the  unfpeakable  fwecmcfs  of  the  peace  and  reft  that  are  in  Chrift^ 
thou  wilt  rather  choofe  to  die  ten  thoufand  deaths,  than  to  for- 
fais:e  Chrift,  and  go  hack  again  into  that  fad  condition. 

Infer^  jr  How  fuitakU,  and  well  becoming  is  a  free  fpirit  in 
ielieverSi  to  their  ftate  of  liberty  and  freedom  ?  Chrift  hath 
tnade  your  condition  free,  O  let  the  temper  and  frame  of  your 
hearts  be  free  alio  %  do  all  that  you  do  for  God  with  a  fplric  of 
freedom;  not  by  conftraint,  but  willingly.  Mcthinks,  Chrifti* 
aos,  the  new  nkure  that  is  in  you  ftiould  ftand  for  a  command^ 
and  be  inftead  of  all  arguo^nts  that  ufe  to  work  upon  the  hopes, 
and  fears  of  other  men.  See  how  all  creatures  work  according 
to  the  principle  of  their  natures.  You  need  not  command  a 
mother  to^draw  forth  her  breafts  to  a  fucking  child  ;  nature It- 
felf  teaches  and  prompts  to  that«  You  need  not  bid  the  fea  ebb 
and  flow  at  the  ftated  hours.  O  Chriftian !  why  fhould  thy 
heart  need  any  other  argument,  than  its  own  fpiritual  indinati* 
on,  to  keep  its  ftated  times  and  feafbns  of  communion  with 
God  ?  Let  none  of  God's  commandments  be  grievous  to  you  : 
let  not  thine  heart  need  dragging  and  forcing  to  its  own  benefit, 
and  advantage*  Whatever  you  do  for  God,  doit  chearfuUy; 
iind  whaterer  you  fufFer  for  God,  fuffer  it  chearfully.  ,  It  was  ^ 
brave  fpirit  which  actuated  holy  i?9isi,  ''  I  am  ready,  (faith  he), 
'*  not  only  to  be  bound,  but  al&>  to  die  at  Jerdfalem  for  the 
••  name  of  the  Lord  Jefiis,**  Afts  xxi.  13. 

Infer.  4.  Let  no  man  wonder  at  the  enmity  and  oppojitim  of 
Satan  to  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel :  for  by  the  gofpel  it  Is  that 
folds  are  recovered  out  of  his  power,  Afts  xxvi.  18.  *Tis  the 
exprefs  work  of  minifters  '*  to  turn  men  from  darknefs  to  light, 
*^  aqd  from  the  power  of  Satan  uqto  God."  Satan  (as  one  faith) 
is  a  great  and  jealous  prince :  he  will  never  endure  to  have  liber- 
ty proclaimed  by  the  minifters  of  Chrift  within  bis  dominions* 
And,  indeed,  what  is  it  lefs,  when  the  gofpel  is  preached  in 
power,  but  as  it  were  by  beat  of  drum^  apd  found  of  trum- 
pet, to  proclaim  liberty,  fpiritual,  fweet,  and  everlaftaing  liber- 
ty, to  every  foul  that  is  made  fenfible  of  the  bondage  of  corrup- 
tion and  cruel  fcrvitude  of  Satan,  and  will  now  come  over  to 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  And  oh  what  numbers  and  muliitudes  of  prifoilers 
have  broken  loofe  from  Satan  at  one  proclamation  of  Chrift, 
Afts  it.  41.  But  Satan  owes  the  fervants  of  Chrift  a  fpite  for 
this,  and  will  be  furc  to  pavthem,  if  ever  they  cpmc  within  hj« 

Ddd?;  • 
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rcatli;  perfepatXioa  is  the  genius  of  the  ^ofpd,  and  foUovrsit  asi 
the  Oiadow  doth  th(?  body. 

Infer.  5,  How  careful  (hoald  Chriftiaas  be  to  maiataiu  thei^ 
ipirltual  libertj  id  all  aod  every  point  therefore !  ''  flaad  fafl  (iaith 
•*  Paul)  ID  the  liberty  wherewith  Clirift  hath  made  us  free,  aod 
*'  be  not  again  iotangled  in  the  yoke  of  boodage,"  GaK  v.  i.  Aod 
Sgaio,  **  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price»  be  not  ye  the  iervants  of 
*•  men."  'Tis  Chrift's  prerogative  to  prefcribe  the  rules  of  hb 
own  houfe  ;  he  hath  given  no  man  dominion  over  your  iaiih,  2 
Cor.  i.  24.  One  man  is  no  rule  to  another,  but  the  word  of  Chiift 
is  a  rule  to  all :  follow  not  the  holieft  of  men  one  ftep  fartbet 
than.they  follow  Chrift,  i  Cor.  1 1.  4.  Man  is  an  ambitious i;rea* 
ture,  naturally  aSeAiDg  dominion ;  and.  doa^inion^  over  ^emmd 
rather  than  over  the  body.  To  give  law  to  others,  feeds  pride 
in  himfelf :  fb  far  as  any  man  brings  the  word  of  Chrift  to  war- 
lant  his  injunAions,  fo  far  we  are  to  obey,  and  no  farther :  ChriA 
is  your  Lord  and  JLsiWgiverr 

Inference  6.  haftlyy  XaX  this  encourage  and  perfuadc  Cnnm 
to  come  to  Cbrift ;  for  with  him  is  fwe^t  liberty  for  poor  cap- 
tives* Oh  that  you  did  but  know  what  a  bk/Ted  Oate  JefiH 
Chriil  would  bring  you  into !  *'  Come  uuto  me  (faitl^  he)  ye  thai 
<*  labour  and  are  heavy  laden  ;**  and  what  encouragement  doth 
he  give  to  comers  \  Why  this,  '*  My  yoke  is  ealy,  and  my  bnrdeo 
**  is  light."  The  devil  perfuades  you,  that  the  w;^y5  of  ofeediefice 
and  ftrift  godlincfs  are  a  perfeft  bondage ;  but.  if  ever  God  rege- 
nerate you,  y0u  will  find  his  ways,  "  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and 
"  all  his  paths  peace  :  you  will  rejoice  in  the  way  of  his  oom- 
''  mandments  as  much  as  in  all  riches:"  you  will  find  the  worA 
\irork  Chrift  puts  you  about,  even  fufFering  work,  fweeter  tjian  all 
the  pleaiures  that  ever  you  found  in  fm.  O^therefore  open  yoor 
hearts  at  the  call  of  the  go(pel :  Come:unto  Chriil,  thejtjhallyfsk 
kefree  indeed, 

SERMON      XIX. 

The  Saints  coming  home  to  Gop,  by  RecoaciliadpOi 
and  Glorific^'tion,  opened  and  applied* 

f  PbT.  iii-  18.  For  Chriji  hath  once  fuffered  far  fins  ^  thejufiff^ 
the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God^ 

iH  E  fcope  of  the  apoftlc  in  this  place  is  fo  prepare,  and 
fortify  CbrffUans  for  a  day  of  fuffcring^    io  order  t« 


ihcirchearfiji'fuflaining  whereof,  he  preferiheth  two  ^XceUent  ' 
rules  of  mighty  ule  for  all  fafFering  Cbriftians. 

Firft,  To  get  a.  good  confcicDcc  within  them,  ver,  i6,  17^ 
Ihc  murus  aheneus  efto. 

Secondly^  To  fet  the  example  of  Chrift's  fufFerings  before 
them,  vcr;  18.  *\  For  Chrift  hath  once  fufFcrqd  for  fiaocrs  :**  the 
fflffeiiags  of  ChriA  for  us,  is  the  great  motive  eogaging  Cbrt> 
iUaii^  to  fuflfer  cbearfully  for  him.       ' 

la  the  words  before  us  we  have,  , 

Firft^  The  fafficiency  and  fulnefs  ofChrift's  fufferioga  iotV* 
mated  ia  that  pardcle  fonce]  ;"  Chrift  needs  to  luffer  no  morci 
having  finiflied  and  compleated  that  whole  work  at  once. 

SecQndfy,  The  meritorious  caufe  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift, 
aod  that  is  fm,  Chriji  vnce  Jufferti  for  fins ;  not  bis  own  fm^ 
bnt  ours :  as  It  follows  in  the  next  cla>ufe,  which  Is  the  third 
tfaiog  here  obfervable,  viz%  \ 

^  Thirdly ^  The  admirable  grace,  and  unexampled  love  of  Chrif: 
to  Q3  finners,  the  jaft  for  the  ttnjuft  ,•  in  which  words  the  fub-  ' 
Aitntion  of  Chrift  in  the  room  and  place  of  fmners,  the  vico- 
gerencc  of  his  death  is  plainly  exprefled,    Chrift  died  not  oolf 
mfirQ  hon0f  for  our  good,  but  alfo  noftro  loco^  in  ;Our  ftcad. 

Fourthly^  H^re  is  alfo  the  final  caufe,  or  dcfign  and  fcopc  $f 
Ac  fufFerings  of  Chrift,  which  was  to  bring  us  to  Gad. 

Fifthly,  Here  is  alfo  the  iflbe  of  the  fuffcrings  of  ChrifV» 
which  was  the  death  of.  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  and  the  qulckning 
of  Chrift  after  death  by  the  Spirit  Many  excellent  obfervatv 
ODs  are  lodged  in  the  bofom  of  this  fcripture ;  all  which  I  muft 
pafs  over  in  filencc  at  this  time,  and  confine  my  difcourfe  to  thje 
Anal  caufe  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift,  namely,  that  he  might 
iring  us  t9^Cod:  yihctc-  the  obfervation  wiU  b^  plainly  and 
briefly  this. 

Doft.  Thatth^  mdcf  ChriJPs  curfid  death,  and  bitter  fuf* 
feringSy  was  to  bring  all  thqfe  f^r  whom  he  died  untp  God* 

In  the  explication  and  preparation  of  this  point  for  ufe,  two 
things  muft  be  fpoken  unto,  viz. 

1 .  What  Chrift's  bringing  us  to  God  imports  ? 

2.  What  influence  the  death  of  Chrift  hath  upon  this  dcfign 
of  bringing  us  to  God  ? 

Firft,  What  Chrift's  bringing  us  to  God  imports  J  And  cer- 
tainly there.be  many  great  and  excellent  things  cootained  in  this 
exprefCon :  more  generally  it  notes  our  ftate  of  reconciliation, 
and  our  ftate  of  glorification.  By  reconciliation  we  are  brought 
nigh  to  God,  Eph.  ii.  13.  '•  Ye  are  made  nigh,'*  (/.  e,)  reconcil- 
^1  "  by  th^  blood  of  Chrift,"  Heb.  x^l  2Z,  53,  vrc  vc  i3u4- 
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•'  to  come  to  God  the  Jadgc  of  all."  By  rcconciUatioii  we  arc 
brought  nigh  onto  God  now ;  by  glorificatioo  we  (hall  be  brought 
home  to  God  hereafter,  i  ThcC  iv,  17,  "  We  fhall  be  ever 
•*  with  the- Lord."  But  more  particularly  diis  phrafe,  "  that 
•*  he  might  bring  us  to  God,"  Imports, 

Firft,  That  the  chief  happinefs  of  man  confifteth  ia  the  en- 
joyment of  God :  that  the  creature  hath  as  neceffary  dependanoe 
upon  God  for  happinefs,  as  the  ftream  hath  upon  the  fouatato, 
or  the  image  in  the  glafs  upon  the  face  of  him  that  looks  into  it. 
For  as  the  fum  of  the  creatures  mifery  lies  in  this,  depart  f rem 
me^  ieparation  itom  God  is  the  principal  part  of  damnation  : 
lb,  on  the  contrary,  the  chief  happinefs  of  the  creature  con- 
4fteth  in  the  enjoyment,  and  blefled  vifion  of  God,  i  John  iii.  2. 
Mai.  xvii.  15,  ''  I  (hall  be  fatisfied  when  I  awake  with  thy  like- 
•*  nefe.** 

Secendfyy  It  implies  man*s  revolt  and  apoftacy  from  God,  Epb, 
ii.  1 2.  ••  But  now  in  Chrift  Jefus,  ye  who  were  (bmetime  afar  off, 
«  arc  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift."  Thofe  whom  Chrift 
briBgeth  unto  God,  were  before  afar  off  from  him,  both  in  ftate 
and  condition,  and  in  temper  and  difpofition  :  we  were  loft  crea- 
tures, and  had  no  defire  to  return  to  God  *  :  The  prodigal  was 
fiid  t6  go  into  a  far  country,  Lpkc  xv.  30, 

TKrdfy,  Chrift*s  bringing  us  to  God,  implies  our  inability  to 
letum  to  God  of  ourfelves ;  we  muft  be  brougjit  back  by  Chrift, 
or  peri(h  forever  in  a  (late  of  feparation  from  God:  the  loft 
flieep  is  made  the  emblem  of  the  loft  finner,  Luke  xv.  5,  The 
Iheep  returns  not  to^  the  fold  of  iifelf,  but  the  (hepherd  (ceks  it, 
finds  it,  and  carries  it  back  upon  his  (boulders.  And  the  apofdc 
pl^Iy  tells  us,  Rcwn.  v.  6.  That  when  we  were  withouf ftrength 
(u  e,)  any  ability  to  recover,  help,  or  feve  oiirfcives,  in  due  turn 
Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly.  l 

FourttHy^  Chrift's  bringing  us  to  God,  evidently  implies  this, 
that  God's  unfatisfied  juftice  was  once  the  great  bar  betwixt 
him  and  man*  Man  can  have  no  accefs  to  God  but  by  Chrift : 
Chrift  brings  us  to  God  by  no  other  way  but  the  way  of  fatif- 
fadiori  by  his  blood :  **  He  hath  fuffered  for  fins,  the  jaft  for 
^*  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God."  Pettcr  ten 
Aonfand  worlds  (hould  pcri(h  for  ever,  than  God  fhonld  lofe 
the  honour  of  his  juftice, '  This  great  obex,  or  bar  to  onr  en- 
joyment of  God,  is  effeftually  removed  by  the  death  of  Chrift ; 

*  Although  the  faculties  of  the  foul  were  not  cxtinguifhcd  by  tlngi 
ifall;  yet  their  inclination  tq  fj  iritual  objc(ls  W5  wboHy  loft.  Ze^ 
em*  01$  the  image  ^fG^d^ 
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whereby  God's' jnflice  is  not  only  fully  fatisfied,  bat  highly  ho* 
oured  and  glorified^  Rom.  iit.  24.  i^nd  (o  the  way  by  which 
we  are  brought  to  God  is  again  opened  (to  the  wonder  and  joy 
of  all  believers)  by  the  blood  and  fufFerings  of  Ghrift. 

F^thjy^  and  la/t ly,  li  Ihe^s  ns  the  peculiar  happinefs  and 
privilege  of  believers  above  all  people  in  the  world:  theie  ooly. 
are  they  which  (hall  be  brought  to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift  in  a  re- 
conciled ftate :  x}therSy  indeed,  (hall  be  brought  to  God  as  a 
Judge»  to  be  condemned  by  him  :  believers  only  are  brought 
to  God  in  the  Mediator's  hand,  as  a  reconciled  Father,  to  bo 
made  bleffed  for  ever  in  the  enjoyment  of  him  :  every  believer 
is  brought  flngly  to  God  at  his  death,  Luke  xvi.  22.  And  all 
believers  (hall  be  jdntly  and  folemnly  prcfcntcd  to  God  in  the 
great  day,  CoL  i.  22.  Jude  24.  They  ihall  be  all  prefented 
faultlefs  before  the  prtfence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy.. 
Now  the  privilege  of  believers  in  that  day  will  lie  in  divers  Siings. 

Firft,  That  they  (hall  be  all  brought  to  God  together.  This 
will  be  the  general  a(rembly  mentioned,  Heb.  xii.  22.  There 
fliall  be  a  colleftion  of  all  believers,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  in- 
to one  ble(red  aflembly  :  they  (hall  come  from  the  eqfi^  and  wefi^ 
and  north,  and/outh,  and  (hall  fit  down  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
Luke  xiii.  29,  O  what  a  glorious  train  will  be  feen  following 
the  Redeemer  in  that  day  I 

Secottdfy,  As  all  the  faints  (ball  be  colleded  into  one  body  ; 
fo  they  (hall  be  all  brought,  or  prefetited  unto  God,  faultlefs  and 
without  blemi(h,  Jude  24.  "  A  glorious  church,  without  fpot 
««  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing,"  Eph.  v.  27^  For  this  is  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  fjpirits  of  juft  men  that  are  made  perfeft, 
Heb.  xii.  23«  AH  (in  was  perfeAly  feparated  from  them,  whea 
death  bad  feparated  their  fouls  and  bodies.    # 

Thirdly,  In  this  lies  the  privilege  of  believers,  that  as  they, 
(hall  be  all  brought  together,  ^nd  that  in  a  (late  of  ab(blute  pa- 
pty,  and-perfcftion,  fo  they  (hall  be  all  brought  to  God :  they 
fliall  fee  his  face,  in  the  vifion  whereof  is  "fulnefs  of  joy,  and 
«•  at  who(e  right-hand  are  pleafures  for  evermore,"  Pfal.  xvi, 
i  I.  The  objeftive  blc(rednefs  of  the  (aints  confi(leth  in  their 
fruition  of  God,  Pfal.  Ixxii.  25*  ^  To  fee  God  in  his  word  and 
works,  is  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  on  earth  ;  but  to  fee  him 
face  to  face,  will  be  the  fulnefs  of  their  ble(rednefs.in  heaven^ 
J  John  iii.  2.  This  is  that  intuitive,  transforming,  and  iandli* 
fying  vifiop,  of  which  the  fcripture  frequently  fpe2ts,  Pfal,  xvii. 
15.  t  Cor.  XV.  28.  Rev.  vii.  17.  / 

Fourthly,  To  be  brought  unto  God,  mufl  needs  imply  a  ftate 
of  perfeft  joy,  and  higheh  delight.    So  fpeaks  the  apoiUe,  Jude 
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14*  thrift  tball  prefeat,  or  bring  them  to  God  with  exceeding 
joy.  And  more  fully  the  joy  of  this  day  iis  expreilad»  Pfal.  xlv« 
15,  **  With  joy  aad  rejoicing  (hall  they  be  brooq:ht ;  they  (hall 
••  enter  into  the  king's  palace."  It  will  be  a  day  of  nmverial 
joy,  when  all  the  faints  are  brought  home  to  God  in' a  perfefted 
flate.    For, 

1.  God  the  Father  will  rejoice  when  Chrift  brings  bonae  that 
precioas  number  of  his  ele£t>  whom  he  redeemed  by  his  blcx>d : 
be  rejoiceth  in  them  now,  though  imperfect,  and  under  many 
diftaftefal  corruptions  and  weaknefTes,  Zeph.  iiii  17.  How  much 
more  will  he  rejoice  in  them  when  ChriA  prefencs  them  without 
^t  or  wrinkle  to  him,  Eph.  v.  27. 

2.  Jefus  Chrift  will  exceedingly  rejoice ;  it  will  be  the  day  of 
the  giadnefs,  and  fatisfaftion  of  his  heart :  for  now,  and  not  till 
now,  he  receives  his  myftical  fulnefs.  Col.  i.  24.  beholds  all  the 
biefled  ifiues  of  his  death,  which  conitot  but  give  him  unfpeak* 
able  contentment,  Ifa.  Iiii.  11.  ''He  (hall  fee  of  the  travail  o£ 
«  his  fool,  and  ftiall  be  fatisfied." 

3.  The  day  in  which  believers  are  brought  booie  to  God, 
will  be  a  day  of  onfpcakable  joy  to  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  him* 
£clf.  For  unto  this,  all  his  fandtifying  defigns,  in  this  worlds 
bad  refpedt :  to  this  day  he  iealed  them :  towards  this  day  he 
ftirred  up  defires,  and  groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered,  in 
their  hearts,  Eph.  iv.  30.'  Rom.  viii.  26.  Thus  the  great  and 
biefled  perfons.  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  will  rejoice  in  the 
iMringing  home  of  the  eleA  to  God;  For  as  it  is  the  greatefl 
joy  to  a  man  to.  fee  the  defigns  which  his  heart  hath  been  long 
projecting,  and  intently  fet  upon,  by  an  orderly  condud,  at 
ha  brought  to  the  happy  ilFue  he  firfl:  aimed  at ;  much  more 
will  it  be  fo  here:  the  counfei,  and  hand  of  each  perfon  being 
deeply  coDcei^ned  in  this  blefl*ed  defign. 

4.  The  angels  of  God  will  rejoice  at  the  bringing  home  of 
believers  to  him  :  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfcdt,  will  be 
united  in  one  general  affemblyj  with  an  innumerable  company  of 
angels,  Heb.  ii.  22.  Great  is  the  affe^ion  and  love  of  angels  to 
redeemed  ones :  they  greatly  rejoiced  at  the  incarnation  of 
Chrift  for  them,  Luke  ii.  1 3.  They  greatly  delighted  to  pry  in- 
to the  my  ftery  of  their  redemption,  i  Pet.  i*  1 2.  They  were 
marvelloufly  delighted  at  their  converfion,  which  was  the  day  d 
their  efpoufals  to  Chrift,  Luke  xv.  10.  They  have  been  tender 
and  careful  ovei:  them,  and  very  ferviceable  to  them  in  this 
world,  Heb.  i.  14.  and  therefore  cannot  but  rejoice  exceeding'^ 
ly,  to  fee  them  all  brought  home  in  fafety  to  their  father*s  hooie* 

5.  To  conclude,  Chrift's  bringing  horiic  all  believers  imto  Sod, 
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will  be  matter  of  tinrpeakable  joy  to  themfelves :  for,  what- 
ever knowledge  and  acqastiotaoce  they  had  with  God  here,  what- 
CTer  fights  of  faith  they  had  of  heaven,  and  the  gtery  to  comei 
fai  this  world ;  yet  the  fight  of  God  and  Chrift  the  redeemer^ 
will  be  an  unfpeakabie  forprize  to  them  in  that  day«  This  witt 
be  the  day  of  relievidg  all  their  wants,  tHe  day  of  fatisfaAion  to 
«U  their  defircs ;  for  now  they  arc  come  where  they  would  be, 
.  arrived  at  the  Very  defires  of  their  fouls. 

Secondly  y  la  the  lafi  plao^,  let  it  be  confidered,  what  inihience 
the  de^ath  of  ChriA  hath  upon  this  deftgn,  and  you  (hall  find  it 
snucb  every  way.  In  two  things  efpecially,  the  death  of  Chrift 
hath  a  blefied  cauiality  and  influence  in  this  matter,  viz. 

1 .  It  efFe^nally  removes  all  obftacles  to  it. 

2.  It  piirchafeth  (as  a  price)  their  title  to  it. 

Firft^  The  death  of  Chrift  removes  all  obftacles  out  of  the 
way  of  his  mercy :  fuch  were  the  ba/s  hindering  our  accefs  to 
Cod  as  nothing  but  the  death  of  Chrift  could  remove,  and  there* 
by  open  a  way  for  believers  to  come  to  God.  The  guilt  of  fia 
barred  us  from  his  gracious  prefence,  Rom.  i.'  2,  3.  Hof.  xiv.  2. 
The  filth  of  fin  excluded  us  from  God,  Hab.  i.  23.  Heb.  xik 
14.  The  enmity  of  our  nature  perfeftly  ftoppei  up  our  way 
Co  God,  C0I.  i.  2r.  Rom.  viti.  7.  by  reafon  hereof  fallen  ma« 
bath  no  defire  to  come  unto  God,  Job  xxi.  14.  The  jufiice  of 
God,  lifce  a  flaming  fword,  turning  every  way,  kept  all  mett 
from  accefs  to  GcMd*  And  Lafiiyy  Satan,  that  malicious  and 
ftnned  adverfary,  lay  as  a  lion  in  the  way  to  God,  2  Pet*  v.  8. 
Oh  with  whit  firong  bar$  were  the  gates  of  heaven  fhut  againft 
our  fouls  !  The  way  of  God  was  chained  up  with  ibeh  difficult 
ties,  as  none  but  Chrift  was  able  to  remove ;  and  he  by  death 
hath  effeftoally  removed  them  all :  The  way  is  now  open,  e- 
▼eo  the  new  and  the  living  way,  confecrated  for  ui  by  his  blood. 
The  death  of  Chrift  effcSually  removes  the  guilt  of  fin,  1  Pet. 
it  24.  waihes  piFthe  filth  of  Jin,  i  John  v.  6.  takes  away  the  txk- 
mity  of  nature,  CqI.  i.  %t,%i.  iatisfies  alt  the  demands  of  juftice^ 
Rom.  iii.  25,  2d  hath  broken  all  the  power  V  Satan,  GoL  ii.  i ;. 
Heb.  ii.  14.  and  confequently  the  way  to  God  is  efiefinaily  and 
fully  opened  to  believers  by  th^  blood  of  Jefos^,  Hek  x.  20. 

Secondly^  The  blood  of  Chrift  purcfaafed  for  believers  their 
xighc  an>d  title  to  this  privilege,  Gal.  iv.  4,  5.  "  But  when  the  ful- 
'*  ncfi  of  time  was  come,  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  wo^ 
**  man,  made  under  die  law ;  to  redeem  them  tiaat  were  uokkr 
*'  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons,"  i,  e. 
both  the  reffttion  and  inheritance  of  fof^d»    There  was  value  and 

Vol.  II.  Bee 
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worth  enough  in  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  not  only  to  pay 
all  our  debt^'to  jufiice,  but,  over  and  above  the  payment  of  our 
debts,  to  purchafe  for  us  this  invaluable  privilege.  We  mufc 
put  this  unfpeakable  merej-of  .being  brought  to  God,  as  my 
text  puts  it,  upon  the  account,  aiid  to  the  fcore  of  the  death 
of  Chrift :  no  believer  had  ever  tafted  the  fweetnefe  of  fuch  a 
mercy,  if  Chrift  had  not  tafted  the  bitternefs  of  death  for  him. 
The  ufe  of  all  you  will  have  in  the  following  dcduftions  of  truth. 

Deduftion  i.  Great  is  the  precioufnefs  and  worth  cfJhuUy  that 
the  life  of  Chrift  fhould  be  given  to  redeem  and  recover  them  tt 
God :  As  God  laid  out  his  thoughts  and  counfel,  from  eternity, 
upon  them,  to  projeft  the  way  and  method  of  their  (alvation; 
fo  the  Lord  Jefus  in  purfuance  of  that  blefled  defign,  came  from 
the  bofom  of  the  Father,  and  fpilt  his  invaluable  blood,  to  bring 
theni  to  God.  No  wife  man  expends  vaft  fums  to  briog  heme 
trifling  commodities  :  hew  cheap  foeverour  fouls  are  in  ouret 
timation,  it  is  evident  by  this  they  are  of  precious  efVeem  in  the 
eyes  of  Chrift. 

DeduSion  2.  Redeetned  foids  muft  expe5f  no  reft,  or  fai'^* 
faBion  on  this  fide  heaven,  and  the  full  enjoyment  ofGsL 
The  life  of  a  believer  in  this  world,  is  a  life  of  motion  and  ex* 
peflation  :  they  are  now  coming  to  God,  i  Pet.  ii.  4.  God,yoo 
fee,  is  the  centre  and  reft  of  their  fouls,  Heb.  iv.  9.  As  the 
rivers  cannot  reft  till  they  pour  tberafclves  into  the  bofbm  of 
the  fea,  fo  neither  can  renewed  fouls  find  reft  till  they  come  in- 
to the  bolbm  of  God  *.  There  are  four  things  which  do,  and 
will  break  the  reft,  and  diftnrb  the  fouls  of  believers  10  this 
world ;  afflictions,  temptations,  corruptions,  and  abfence  izosk 
God.  H  the  three  former  caufes  of  difquietnefe  were  totally 
removed,  fo  that  a  believer  were  placed  in  fuch  a  condition  u- 
pon  earth,  where  no  a^ffliftion  fliould  difturb  him,  no  tempts^ 
tion  trouble  him^  no  corruption  defile  or  grieve  him,  yet  his 
very  abfence  fr^m  God  muft  ftill  keep  him  reftlefe  and  unfatis- 
ficd  ;  2  Con  ^.  6.  "  Whilft  we  are  at  home  in  the  body,  yet  ah- 
•*  fent  from  the  Lord.*' 

Dedufti<j>n  3.  Whatfweet  andpleafant  thoughts  fhould  ailk* 
lievers  have  of  death !  When  they  die,  and  never  till  they  die, 
ihall  they  bV  fully  brought  home  to  God. ,  Death  to  the  lamts, 
is  the  door  by  which  they  enter  into  the  enjoyment  of  God: 
-the  dying  Chriftian  is  almoft  at  home,  yet  a  few  pangs  and  a- 
gonies  more,  and  then  he  is  come  to  God,  in  whofe  preieoce 

^  Thou  Haft  made  us  for  thyfelf,  and  our  hearts  are  un&tisfied 
till  they  reft  in  thee.    ^ug.C^nfef  Ijb^  i,  r.  1. 
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Js  theftilnefsof  joy.  "  I  defire,  faith  Paul,  to  depart,  and  to 
"  be  with  Chriit,  which  is  far  better,"  Phil.  i.  23.  It  fhould 
not  affright  us  to  be  brought  to  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  fo 
long  as  it  is  ^he  office  of  death  to  bring  us  to  God.  That  dream- 
ing opinioii  of  the  foul  fleeping  after  death,  is  as  ungrounded  a^ 
it  is-uncomfprtable  :  the  fame  day  we  loofe  from  this  (hore,  we 
ihali  be  landed  upon  the  blefTed  (hore,  were  we  (hail  fee  and 
enjoy  God  for  ever.  O,  if  the  friends  of  dead  believers  did  but 
tiaderAand  where,  and  with  whom  their  fouls  are,  whiiA  they 
are  mourning  over  their  bodies,  certainly  a  few  believing  thoughts 
of  this  wou|d  quickly  dry  up  their  tears,  and  fill  the  houfe  of 
jnournipg  with  voices  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  ! 
.  DeduAion  4.  How  comfortabk  and  fweetjhould  the  converfes 
and  communication  of  Chriftians  be  with  one  another ,  in  this 
iiiorldi  Chrift  is  bringing  them  all  to  God,  through  this  vale 
of  tears ;  they  are  now  in  the  way  to  him ;  all  bound  for  hea- 
ven ;  going  home  to  God,  to  their  everlafting  reft  in  glory : 
every  day,  every  hour,  every  duty  brings  them  nearer  and  nearer 
to  their  journey's  end;  Rod.  xiii.  11.  ",  Now,  (faith  the 
"  apoftlc),  is  our  falvatioa  nearer  than  when  we  believed."  O 
what  manner  of  heavenly  communications,  and  ravifhing  difcour- 
lis  (hould  believers  have  with  each  other,  as  they  walk  by  the 
way !  O  wh^t  pleafant  and  delightful  converle  fhould  they  have 
with  one  another  about  the  plaqe  and  ftate  whither  Chrift  is 
bringlog  tk«sm,.and  where  they  ftiall  fliortly  be !  What  ravifhing 
"tranfporting,  transforming  vifions  they  ftiall  have  that  day  ^hey 
are  brought  home  to  God  1  How  furprizingly  glorious  to  them 
the  fight  of  Jefus  Chrift  will  be,  who  died  for  them  to  bring  them 
imtoGod  !  how  fhould  fuch  difcourfes  as  thefe,  fhorten  and 
•fweeten  their  paffage  through  ihis  world  ;  flrengthen  and  encou- 
rage thedejeAed  and  feeble-minded,  and  exceedingly  honour  and 
adorn  their  profeflion  I  Thus  lived  the-believers  of  old ;  Heb.  xi. 
•9»  ^o«  "  By  faith  he  fojourned  in  the  land  of  promife,  as  in  a 
'"  ftrange  country,  dwelling  in  tabcrngcles  with  Ifaac  and  Jacob, 
**  the  heirs  with  him  of  the  flime  promife ;  for  he  looked  for 
"  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is 
"  God.**  But,  alas  !  moft  Chriftians  are  either  entangled  in  the 
cares  ^nd  troubles,  or  fo  cnfnared  by  the  delights  and  pleafurcs 
which  almoft  continually  divert  and  take  up  their  thoughts  by 
the  way,  that  there  is  but  little  room  for  any  difcourfes  of  Chrift 
and  heaven,  among  many  of  them :  but  certainly  this  would  be 
as  much  your  intereft  as  your  duly.  When  the  apoftle  had  eii- 
tertaiacd  the  TbefTalouians  with  a  lovely  difcourfe  of  their  meet* 
E  e  e  i 
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tog  the  Lord  io  the  air,  and  bdag  cTer  with  the  Lord,  he  cbar^ 
ges  it  upon  them  as  their  great  duty,  to  comfort  one  aoeiher 
vrith  tboi'e  words,  i  Theff.  i?.  17,  18. 

DeduftioQ  5.  Htnu  unreafofiaUe  are  the  deje&ions  of  heUevers, 
upon  the  account  of  thofe  trouUes  which  they  meet  wth  in  tins 
vjoHdl  It  is  true,  afflictions  of  all  kinds  do  attend  betievcis  ia 
their  vay  to  God;  through  many  tribulations  we  miift  enjteria* 
to  that  kingdom.  But  what  then ;  muft  we  defpoad  and  droop 
under  them  as  other  men  ?  Surely  no :  If  afflidioos  be  the  way 
through  which  you  muft  come  to  God^  then  never  be  difcon* 
raged  at  affli^ion  ;  troubles  and  affliAions  are  of  excelleot  a(^ 
under  the  bleffings  of  the  Spirit,  to  further  Chrift's  great  defig^ 
of  bringing  yon  to  God.  How  often  would  you  turn  out  of  that 
MQiy  which  leads  to  God,  if  he  did  not  hedge  up  yoiir  way  widi 
thorns,  Hofea  ii.  6,  Doubtlefs  when  you  ccmie  borne  toGdd^ 
you  (ball  find  you  have  been  much  beholden,  (it  may  be  a  great 
deal  more),  to  your  troubles  than  to  ypur  comforts,  for  brin^g 
jrou  thither;  however,  the  fwcetnefs  of  the  end  will  iofiniteiy 
more  than  rccompcnfe  the  forrows  and  troubles  6f  the  way:  nor 
lire  they  worth  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  (hall  be  rc« 
vealed  in  you,  Rom.  vili.  iS. 

Deduftion  6.  ifoiv  much  are  all  helievers  obliged^  in  punt  4 
interefi,  to  folhw  Jefus  Chrift  vthitherfoevtr  he  goes  I  Thus  are 
the  faints  dcfcribcd,  Rev.  xiv.  4,  *•  Thefeare  they  which  follow 
*•  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  gocth  :  thefc  were  redeemed  from 
**  among  men,  being  the  (ird^fruits  untoGod,  and  to  the  Liamb,*' 
If  it  be  the  defign  of  Chrift  to  bring  us  to  God,  then  certamly 
it  is  our  duty  to  follow  Chrift  in  all  the  paths  of  aAive  aad  pat 
£ve  obedience  through  which  he  now  leads  us,  as  evear  we  ex- 
peft  to  be  brought  home  to  God  at  la(l :  "  We  are  inade  par* 
*'  takers  of  Chrift,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence 
**  ftedfaft  unto  the  end,"  Heb.  iii.  14,  If  we  have  followed  him, 
through  maqy  fuflbrings  and  troubles,  and  (hall  turn  away  iron 
him  at  laft,  we  tofe  all  that  we  have  wrought,  and  fuHRrred  ia 
religloui  and  (hall  x^ever  reach  home  to  God  at  laft«  Th^  crowo 
of  life  belongs  only  to  them  who  are  faithful  to  the  death. 

Deduction  7,  'Ut  all  that  defire,  «r  expeii  to  come  unta  Cod 
iereaftep,  come  to  Chrrfihy  faith  now.  There  is  no  other  way 
to  the  Father,  bqt  by  Chrift ;  no  other  way  to  Chrift  but  feitK. 
How  yain  therefore  are  the  hopes  arid  expedacions  of  all  onbe- 
lievers  ?  Be  a0qred  of  this  great  truth,  Peath  (ball. bring  3^ 
to  God  ^  an  avenging  Judg^,  i^  Chrift  do  not  bring  you  now  to 
€k>d  as  areec»)ci}ed  Father:  without  holinefs  no  mau  IhaU  ieo 
Godr^  th^  door  of  hQf^  \%  (hut  ^^  aU  chniU«&  perfc^Ds,  Joho 
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adtr.  6-  ^*  No  mto  comcth  imto  the  Father  but  by  roc.**  O  what 
,a  fweet  voice  cotneth  down  from  heaven  to  yoor  ibuls  this  d^» 
Aytag,  As  ever  you  cxpeA  or  hope  to  come  to  God,  and  eojoy 
the  bieifiag  that  is  here,  come  unto  Chrift,  obey  his  calls,  give 
np  yourfidves  to  his  amduft  and  goverament,  and  you  (hall  cep- 
tainly  be  brought  to  God  1  As  fare  as  you  ihail  oow  be  brought 
$0  Jefus  Chrift  by  fpiritual  umoo,  fo  fore  fhall  yon  be  brought 
to'God  in  full  fruition. 

BliffSfd  be  God  for  Jfe/us  Cbrifi^  the  new  and  living  way  to 
the  Father. 

And  thus  I  have  finiOied  the  motives  drawn  from  the  titles 
and  benefits  of  ChriA*  f^srving  to  enforce  »nd  quickeu  the  great 
gofpel  exhortation  of  coming  to«  snd  effedualiy  applying  the 
i.or<l  Jefus  Chrift  in  (he  wajr  of  faith.  O  that  the  bleffiogs  of 
At  Spirit  might  follow  thefe  calls,  and  fix  thefe  confideratioue 
n%  Qtils  in  fure  places !  But  feeing  the  great  hindrance  and  ob- 
ilrudlon  to  faith  is^the  falfe  opinion  aod^  perfuafion  of  moft  ua- 
regenerate  ioen,  that  they  are  already  in  jChrlO  ;  my  next  work 
therefore  fiiall  be»  in  a  fecond  uie  of  convidVioo,  to  undeceive 
sneo  in  that  matter  ;  and  that>  by  (hewing  them  the  undoubted 
^certainty  of  theie  two  things : 

Firft^  That  there  is  no  coming,  ordinarily,  to  Chrift  without 
the  application  of  the  law  to  our  conicidnces,  in  a  way  of  eifeo- 
tual  convt  jtioo* 

Secendfy^  Nor  by  that  neither,  without  the  teachii^s  of  God, 
in  the  way  of  fptf itual  illumination^  The  firA  of  thefe  will  be 
folly  ctmfirmed  and  opened  10 

SERMON      XX. 

The  great  ufefiilnefs  of  the  Law  or  Word  of  God,  in 
order  to  the  Application  of  Christ. 

^pif .  vii.  9.  For  I  was  aKve  without  the  law  once^  but  when 
the  commandment  came,  fm  revived^  and  I  died* 

TH  E  fcq>e  of  the  apodle  in  this  epiftle,  and  more  particn- 
brly  in  this  chapter,  is  to  (late  the  due  u(e  and  exceUen- 
cy  of  the  law,  whic^  he  doth  accordingly, 

JFi/yf,  By  denying  ro  it  a  power  to.  juflify  US|  which  is  the 
fccsliaf  honour  of  Chrift. 
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SecontOy,  By  aicribiog  to  it  a  power  to  coaviocc  us,  and  fe 
prepare  us  for  ChriO. 

Neither  attributing  to  it  more  honour  than  belongeth  to  it, 
nor  yet  detradting  from  it  that  honour  and  ufefulnefs  which 
God  hath  given  it.  It  cannot  make  us  righteous,  bnt  it  can 
convince  us  that  we  are  unrighteous ;  it  cannot  h^al,  but  it  can 
open  and  difcOver  the  wounds  that  fin  hath  given  us  ;  which  he 
proves  in  this  place  by  an  argument  drawn  from  his  own  expe- 
rience, confirmed  aifo  by  the  general  experience  of  believers,  ia 
whofe  perfons  and  names  we  muft  here  underfiand  him  to  fp^ ; 
*^  For  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once ;  but  when  the  com- 
*'  mandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died/'  Wherein  three 
particulars  arc  very  obfcrvable. 

Pirfi,  The  opinion  Paul  had,  and  all  unregenerate  men  have 
bf  themfislves  before  converfion  :  i*  was  alive  once.  By  ^, 
nnderftand  here  liveiinefs,  cbearfulnefs,  and  confidence  ii  his 
good  eftate  and  condition  :  he  was  full  of  vain  hope,  falfe  jo;» 
an4  prefumptuous  confidence,  a  very  briffi  and  jovial  man. 

Secondly y  The  fiinfe  and>  opinion  he  had,  and  all  others  will 
have  of  themfelvcs,  i£  ever  they  come  under  the  regeoerating 
work  of  the  Spirit  in  his  ordinary  method  of  workina  :  Idu£ 
The  death  he  here  fpeaks  of,  Hands  oppofed  to  that  life  before 
mentioned;  and  fignifi^s  the  forraws,  fears,  and  tremblings 
thatfeized  upon  his  foul,  when  his  ftate  and  tem.per  were  upoa 
thechange- :  the  apprehenfions  he  then  had  of  his  condition  (truck 
him  home  to  the  heart,  and  damped  all  his  carnal  mirth  t  I  died. 
.  TUrdly,  The  ground  and  reafon  of  this  wonderful  alteratioa 
and  change  of  his  judgment,  and  apprehenfion  of  his  own  con- 
dition ;  the  eommandnunt  came^  and  Jin  revived :  The  com- 
mandment came,  i.  e.  it  came  home  to  my  confcience,  it  was  fix- 
ed with  a  divine  and  mighty  efficacy  upon  my  heart ;  the  com- 
mandment was  come  before  by  way  of  promulgation,  and  the 
literal  knowledge  of  it :  but  it  never  came,  till  now^  ia  the  fpi- 
ritual,fenje,  and  convincing  pow^r  to  his  foul :  though  he  had 
often  read,  and  heard  the  law  before,  yet  he  never  clearly  nnder- 
ftood  the  meaning  and  extent,  he  never  felt  the  mighty  efBcacy 
thereof  upon,  his  heart  before ;  it  fo  came  at  this  time,  as  it  nc- 
▼er  came  before.     From  hence  the  obfervations  arfe, 

Doft.  I  •  That  unregenerate  perfons  are  generally  full  cf ground' 
lefs  confidence y  and  chearfulmfs^  though  their  condition  he 
fadandmiferable. 

Doft.  2.  That  there  is  a  mighty  efficacy  in  the  'woird  or  hew  if 
God,  to  kill  vain  confidence^  and  quench  carnal  mirth  in  th§ 
hearts  ofmen^  -when  Godfets  it  home  i^on  their  cor^iencesu 
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We  (hall  take  both  thefe  points  uoder  confiderahl(;d,  Lord» 
prove  them  to  the  defign  in  hand.  ^Hfis  up-, 

Doft.  1.    That  unregenerate  perfons  are  generally 
groundlefs  amfidencey  and  chearfulnefs^  though  their  cona 
en  be  fad  and  miferable  :  R^v.  iii.  17.  Becaufe  thou  faycft^ 
I  am  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  have  need  oi 
nothing ;  and  knoweft  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and 
miierable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked :  This  is  the 
very  life  that  unregenerate  men  do  live. 
In  opening  whereof,  I  ftiaJl  (hew  you, 

1.  What  is  the  life  of  the  unregenerate. 

2.  What  maintains  that  life. 

3.  How  it  appears  that  this  is  the  life  the  generality  of  the 
world  do  live. 

-  4.  the  danger  of  living  fuch  a  life  as  this :  and  then  apply  it. 

Firfi,  What  is  the  life  of  the  unregenerate,  and  wherein  it 
confifts  ?  Now  there  being,  among  others,  three  things  in  which 
the  life  of  the  unregenerate  doth  priacipally  confilt,  viz. 
Carnal  fecurity, 
Prefumptuous  hope,  and 
Falfejoy, 

Of  thefe  briefly  in  their  order* 

Firji^  There  is  in  unregenerate  men  a  great  deal  of  carnal  fe- 
curity; they  dread  no  danger;  Luke  xi.  21,  "  When  a  ftrong 
**  man  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  at  peace :" 
There  is  generally  a  great  (lillnefs  and  filence  in  the  confciences  ' 
of  fuch  men  :  when  others,  in  a  better  condition,  are  watching 
and  trembling,  they  deep  fecurely ;  fo  they  live,  and  fo  oftimes 
they  die,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  4.  "  They  have  no  bonds  in  their  death," 
{Hebrew,  no  knots],  no  diflScultics  that  puzzle  them.  It  is  true, 
.the  confciences  of  few  men  are  fo  perfeftly  ftupificd,  but  that, 
fome  time  or  other,  they  twing  and  gird  them;  but  it  feldoin 
works  to  that  height,  or  continues  with  them  fo  long,  as  to  give 
aayconfiderable  interruption  to  their  carnal  peace  and  quietnefs. 

Secondly f  The  life  of  the  unregenerate  confifteth  in  prefump- 
tuous  hope  :  this  is  the  very  foundation  of  their  carnal  fecurity. 
SoChfift  tells  the  Jews,  John  viii.  54,  45.  "  Of  whom  ye  fay 
**  that  he  is  your  God^  and  yet  ye  have  not  known  him."  The 
world  is  full  of  hope  without  a  promtfe,  which  is  but  as  a  fpi- 
der's  web,  when  a  ftrefs' comes  to  belaid  upon  it.  Job  xxvii.  8. 
Unregenerate  men  are  faid  indeed  to  be  without  hope,  Ephef. 
ii.  12.  but  the  meaning  is,,  they  are  without  any  folid,  well- 
grounded  hope ;  fbr  in  icripture-account,  vain  hope  is  no  hope,, 
except  it  be  a  lively  hope,  iP«f.i.  3..  A  hope  flowing  from  u« 
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^f^^th  C*fift,  Col.  i.  17.  A  hope  npurifhed  by  cAperiencey 
jjSo  •"•  4*  ^  ''^^P^  ^^^  which  a  man  can  give  a  rcafc^n,  1  Pet, 
^.  i%*  A  hope  that  puts  men  upon  heart-punfying  eddeavonrs, 
I  John  111.  3.  It  is  in  the  account  of  God  a  cypher,  a  vanity, 
Hot  deferving  the  name  of  hope ;  and  yet  fuch  a  gf-oundlefs, 
dead,  ChriQlefs,  irrational,  idle  hope  is  that  which  the  nnrc" 
generate  live  upon. 

Thirdly,  The  life  of  the  iinregeneratc  confiftetfa  in  falfe  joy, 
the  immediate  ofTspring  of  ungrounded  hope^  Mat.  xiil.  20. 
The  ftony  ground  receive  the  word  with  joy. 

There  are  two  forts  of  jpy  upon  which  the  unregenerate 
live,  viz*  ' 

1.  A  fenfitivc  joy  in  things  carnal. 

2.  A  delufive  joy  in  things  fpiritual. 

They  rejoice  in  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  in  their  eftates  and  chil- 
dren, in  the  pleaftnt  fruitions  of  the  creature;  yea,  and  they 
rejoice  alfo  in  Chrift  and  the  protnifes,  in  heaven. and  in  glory  1* 
with  all  which  they  have  juft  fuch  a  kind  of  communion,  as  t 
man  h^th  in  a  dream  with  a  full  feaft,  and  curious  mufic ;  and 
juft  fo  their  joy  will  vani(h  when  they  awake.  Now  thefe  three, 
Jecurityyhope,  and^qy,  make  up  the  livelihood  of  the  carnal  world. 

Secondly 9  Next  it  concerns  U5  to  enquire  what  are  the  thihgs 
that  maintain  and  fupport  this  fecurity,  bbpe  and  joy  in  the 
hearts  of  unregenerate  men ;  and  if  we  confider  duly,  we  (hall 
find  church-privileges,  natural  ignorance,  falfe  evidences  of  the 
love  of  God,  flight  workings  of  the  gofpel,  felf-love,  comparing 
themfelves  with  the  more  profane,  and  Satan's  policy  managing 
fill  thefe  in  order  to  their  eternal  ruin,  are  Co  many  fprings  to 
feed  and  maintain  this  life  of  delufion  in  the  unrege6erate. 

1.  Firfi,  Church  privileges  lay  the  foundation  to  this  Arong  de- 
lufion. Thus  the  Jews  deceived  themfelves,  faying  in  their  hearts, 
•*  We  have  Abfaham  for  our  father,**  Mat.  iii.  9.  This  propt  up 
the  vain  hopes  that  Abraham's  blood  ran  in  their  veins,  though 
Abraham's  faith  and  obedience  never  wrought  in  their  hearts. 

2.  Secondly,  Natural  ignorance ;  this  keeps  all  in  peace :  they 
that  fee  not,  fear  not.  There  are  but  two  ways  to  quiet  the 
hearts  of  men  about  their  fpiritual  and  eternal  concernments, 
viz.  the  way  of  affurmce  and  faith,  or,  the  way  tf  ignwande 
and  felf-deceit :  by  the  one  we  are  put  beyond  danger,  by  the 
other  beyond  fear,  though  the  danger  be  greater.  Satan  cooM 
never  quiet  men,  if  he  did  not  firft  blind  them. 

3.  Thirdly,  falfe  evidences  of  the  love  of  God  is  another 
fpring  feeding  this  fecurity,  vain  hope  and  falfe  joy  in  the  hearts 
of  me0;  fee  the  pawer  of  it^  to  ha(h  and  AUl  die  confekacc^ 
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Mat,  vii.  22.  "  Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord» 
**  Have  we  not  prbphcfied  in  thy  name  ?"  6r.  The  things  up- 
on which  they  built  their  evidence  and  confidence,  were  exter* 
Dal  things  in  religioti ;  yet  they  had  a  quieting  power  upoa 
them,  as  if  tbey  had  been  the  bcft  evidences  in  the  world. 

4.  Fourthly y  Slight  workings  of  the  gofpel ;  (uch  are  tranfi- 
cnt  motions  of  the  afFeftions  under  the  word,  Heb.  vi.  8.  the 
workiag  of  their  defires  about  fpiritual  objedls,  John  vi.  3 a. 
Mat.  xxy.  8.  the  external  change,  and  reformation  of  their 
ways,  Mat,  xii.  43.  all  which  ferve  to  nourifh  the  vain  hopes  o£ 
the  unregencrate. 

Fifthly,  Self-love  is  an  apparent  reafon  and  ground  of  fecurity, 
zpji  fatfe  hope,  Mat.  vii.  3.  It  makes  a  man  to  overlook  great  en 
vils  in  himfclf,  whjlft  he  is  fharp-fighted  to  difcover  and  cenfure 
ieffer  evils  in  others:  felf^love  takes  away  the  light  of  fm,.  by 
bringing  it  too  near  the  eye. 

6.  Sixthly,  Mens  comparing  themfelves  with  thofe  that  ara 
more  profane  and  grofly  wicked  than  themfelves,  ferves  notably 
to  quiet  and  huQi  the  confcience  afleep ;  "  God,  I  thank  thce^ 
**  (taid  the  Pharifee),  I  am  not  as  other  men,  or  as  this  publi- 
**  can."  O  what  a  faint  did  he  feem  to.  himfelf,  when  he  flood 
by  thofe  that  w^re  more  externally  wicked. 

7,  Seventhly,  and  laflly.  The  policy  of  Satan  to  manage  all 
thefe  things  to  the  blinding  and  ruining  of  the  fouls  of  men,  is 
another  great  reafon  they  live  lb  fecurely  and  pleafandy  as  they 
do,  in  a  Hate  of  fp  much  danger  and  mifery,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 
'»*  The  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  that 
♦*  believe  not." 

Thirdly,  You  have  fecn  what  the  life  of  the  unregenerate  is, 
and  v/hat  maintains  that  life.  In  the  next  place,  1  (hall  give 
you  evidence  that  this  is  the  life  the  generality  of  the  world  do. 
live ;  a  life  of  carnij  fecurity,  vain  hope,  and  falle  joy  '*■  this  will 
evidently  appear,  if  we  con(ider, 

J^irjl,  The  aftivity  and  livelinefs  of  mens  fpirits  in  purfuit 
of  the  world.  O  how  lively  and  vigorous  are  their  hearts  in  the 
the  management  of  earthly  defigns !  Pfal.  vi.  4.  **  Who  will 
«*  fliew  us  any  good  V*  The  world  eats  up  their  hearts,  time, 
and  ftrength.  Now  this  could  never  be,  if  their  eyes  were  but 
opened  to  fee  the  danger,  and  mifery'  their  fouls  are  in.  Hovir 
few  defjgns  for  the  world  run  in  the  thoughts  of  a  condemned 
man  ?  O  if  God  had  ever  made  the  light  of  conviftion  to  fhine 
into  their  confciences,  certainly  the  temptations  would  He  the 
quite  contrary  way,  even  in  top  great  a  negleft  of  things  of  this 

Vol.  II.         _  ?ff 
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life !  But  fbJIs  briskDcfs  aod  liveliQ^fs  plainly  (hew  fe  gr6at  ft- 
eiiricy  which  is  upoa  moIV  men. 

Secondly,  The  marvdloos  quietncfe  and  ffiMnefi  that  is  in  th^ 
fhooghcs  and  confcieifces  of  men,  about  their  everlaftrag  con- 
cerna>eat9»  plainly  (hews  this  to  be  the  Hfe  of  the  onregeneratef 
How  few  fcrupie^,  doubts,  or  fears  (hull  you  hear  from  them  J 
How  many  years  may  a  mati  live  in  carnal  families,  before  htf 
iball  hear  inch  a  queflion  as  this  fcrio«fly  propounded,  •*  What 
•<  UtiM  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  There  arc  no  queftions  'tn  their  lips, 
becaafe  no  fc^r  or  kf^t  of  danger  in  rheir  hearts. 

Thirdly,  The  general  contentednefs,  and  profeft  willmgncfi 
df  carnal  met!  to  die,  give  clear  evidence  that  inch  a  life  of  fe- 
curity,  and  van  hope  is  the  life  they  live  ;  "  Like  (beep  they 
arc  laid  ia  the  grave,  Pfal.  xHx.  14*  O  how  quiet  and  iliJl  arc 
Chcir  coftfciences,  when  there  are  but  a  few  breaths  more  be- 
tween them  and  everlailing  burnings  I  Had  Cod  opened  theif 
^yes  to  apprehend  the  confequenires  of  death,  and  what  follows 
the  pafe  horfe^  Rev.  vi.  8.  it  were  impoffible  but  thac  every 
lanregenerate  man  fhould  make  that  bed  on  which  he  dies,  (hake 
tfld  tremble  under  hira. 

Faurthfy,  and  LaJIfy,  The  low  efieeffl  men  have  for  Chrifl, 
and  the  total  negleft  of,  at  leaft  the  mere  trrfling  with,  thofe 
duties  in  which  he  is  to  be  found,  plainly  dilcpver  thi$  ftupld, 
fbcure  life  to  be  the  life  that  the  generality  of  the  world  do  live  s 
for  were  men  fenfibte  of  the  difeafe  of  frn,  there  cooid  be  no 
quieting  them  Without  "  Chrift  ^e  phyficiad,"  Phil.  Si.  8.  All 
the  buHnefs  rhey  have  to  do  in  this  world  could  never  keep  them 
from  their  knees,  or  make  them  ftrangers  to  their  clofets  :  all 
which,  and  much  moiie  that  might  be  laid  of  like  nature,  gives 
.  €00  full  and  clear  proof  to  this  fad  a(Iertion,  that  this  Is  the  life 
ffeenmregefterate  world  gener^illy  lives. 

Fourthly  f  fn  the  lalt  piaee,  1  woulfl  fpeak  a  few  words  to  d!f- 
cover  the  danger  of  fuch  a  life,  as  hath  been  defcribed  j  to  whiA 
purpofe,  let  the  following  brief  hints  be  ferioufly  minded. 

Firji,  By  thefe  things  fouls  are  inevitably  betrayed  into  hell, 
and  eternal  ruin  ;  this  blinding  is  in  ordier  to  damning^  2  Cor- 
iv.  3,  4.  "  if  eurgofpel  be. hid,  it  is  hid  to  ihcni  th^tarc  loft; 
*♦  whofe  eyes  the  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded.**  Thofe  that 
are  tsrned  over  into  eternal  death,  are  thus  generally  hoodwink- 
ed and  blinded  in  order  thereunto,  Ife.  vi.  9,  jO.  "  And  he  faid 
**  go  and  tell  thisf  people,  bear  ye  indeed,  but  underftaod  not  : 
**  and  fee  ye  indeed,  hut  perceive  not.  Make  the  hearts  of  thi> 
•^  people  fat,  and  make  then*  ears  liwy,  atid  ftiut  their  cjrej; 
**  ki\  ihey  fee  with  their  cy^s,  and  facia:  with  thsir  eans^  s^i 
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**  imderfi^ad  «4tb  J^eh*  hearts,  and  conveFt,  and  be  healed.- 

^€cm4ly%  As  damning  is  the  event  of  blinding,  fo  oothmg 
Qii^kes  hcU  $  more  terrible  furpiize  to  the  foul  than  this  doth 3 
fiy  this  means  the  wrath  of  God  is  fek  bef<s>re  its  dai^er  be  ap- 
prehended I  a  n>an  is  pad  aU  hope,  before  he  begins  to  have  an/ 
fear :  his  eternal  ruin,  Kke  a  breach  ready  to  fall,  fwelling  out 
ia  a  high  wall*  cometh  fuddealy  at  ai^  inftant,  Ila.  2£kx«  13.  and 
a5  it  damns  furely,  and  fnrprizingly,  fo,^^ 

Thirddy^  Nothing  more  aggravates  a  ttian's  damciatioii  than  to* 
£Qk  fuddenly  into  it,  from  amidA  (b  niiany  hopes,  and  high  tovt^^ 
ftdeace  of  f^fety  :  For  a  mao  to  find  hiiorelf  in  heii,  when  he 
thought  and  concluded  himfelf  within  a  ftep  of  heaven,  O  what 
^  biell  will  ic  be  to  fuch  mea  !  The  higher  vaiii  hopes  lifted  ch^oi 
xx^y  the  more  dreadful  muft  Aeir  fall  be,  Mat,  vil.  22.  And  2» 
U  damns  furely,  furpriziagly,  and  with  higheft  aggravations,  fo^ 
-  fqykrthly^  This  life  rf  fecurity,  and  vain  hope,  fruftrates  ail 
the  n^eaas  of  recovery,  and  fafvattoo  in  tke  only  fcafon  \^h6reia^ 
they  can  be  ufeful  and  beneficial  to  us :  By  reafou  of  thefe  things* 
the  word  hath  no  power  to  convince  mens  cobfdences,  nothiDg> 
can  bring  them  to  a  fight  and  fenfe  of  their  condition  :  There- 
fore Chrift  told  the  felf-confidcnt,  and  blind  Jews,  Mat.  xxi.  2r^ 
'<  That  the  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of  God- 
V  before  them :"  And  the  reaiba  is,  becadie  their  hearts  lie- 
mor«  open,  and  fair  to  the  firoke^  of  eonvi^Hon,  and  campunc*  . 
.^on  for  fin  thaa  thofe  do,  who  are  blinded  by  vain  bope$,.  and^* 
confidences. 

Infer.  K  //.  t^is  tU  lifi  thaP  the  unregenerate  wcfld  HveiT 
Then  it  is.  not  tty  be  w&ndered  at,  that  the  preaching  of  the'  g^pe^ 
hffth/o  little  fu(;cefs:  **  Who  hath  believed  our  report?  (faith  the- 
*^  prophet)  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?'* 
Ifa.  liii.  I.  Minifiers  fiudy  for  truths  apt  to  awaken,  and  con- 
idnce  the  confciences  of  them  that  hear  them,  but  their  words? 
return  aigaJn  to  them  :  They  turn  to  God,  and  ihourn  over  the 
Q^aner;  we  have  laboured  in  v^in,  and  fpeht  our  ftrength  for" 
nought :  And  this  fecurity  is  the.  caufe  of  all ;  vain  hopes  bar 
fa  A  the  doors  of  mens  hearts  agaiofi  all  the  ccmvi^lions  and  per^ 
fttaGo93  of  the  word.  The  greater  caufe  have  they  to  admire- 
the  grace  of  God,  who  have  found,  or  (hall  find  the  convl^l* 
osk%  of  the  word  (harper  than  any  two-edged  fv^oird,  piercing 
tp  the  dividing  afunder  of  the  foul  and  fpirit;  to  whofe  hearts 
God  brings  home  the  commauddient,  by  an  e1fe<H;ual  appli" 
cation. 

Infer.  2.  Jf  this  be  the  life  of  the  unregenerait  vforl4;  'loha^ 
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deadly  enemies  are  they  that  nourijh,  and  Jlrengthen  the  groutut- 
le/s  confidences,  and  vain  hopes  of  falvation  in  men?  This  the 
fcripture  calls  the  healing  of  the  hurt  of  fouls  (lightly,  by  crying 
**  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace,"  Jer.  vi.  14.  The 
fewing  of  pillows  under  their  arm-holes,  Ezek.  xiii.  18.  That 
they  may  lie  foft  and  eafy  under  the  miniflry  :  And  this  is  the 
doArine  which  the  people  love  ;  but  oh,  what  will  the  end  of 
thefe  things  be.'  And  what  an  account  have  thofc  mea  to  give' 
te  God  for  the  blood  of  thofe  fouls  by  them  betrayed  to  the 
everlafting  burnings !  Such  flattery  is  the  greatcfl:  cruelty  :  Thofe 
whom  you  blefs  upon  earth,  will  curie  you  in  hell,  and  the  4^7 
in  which  they  trufted  their  fouls  to  your  conduft.  - 

Infer.  3.  Ho-w. great  a  mercy  is  it  to  be  awakened  out  cf  that 
general Jleep,  and  fecurity  which  is  fallen  upon  the  world  I 

You  cannot  eiUmate  the  value  of  that  mercy,  for  it  is  a  pe- 
culiar mercy.  O  that  ever  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hould  touch 
thy  foul  under  the  miniflry  of  the  word,  ftartle,  and  roufe  thy 
confcience,  whilft  others  are  left  in  the  dead  flcep  of  fecurity 
round  about  thee  !  When  the  Lord  dealt  with  thy  foul  much 
after  the  fame  manner  he  did -with  Paul  ia  the  way  to  Damafcus, 
vho  not  only  faw  a  light  fhining  from  heaven,  which  thofe  that 
travelled  with  him  faw  as  well  as  he,  but  hear<i  that  voice  from 
heaven  which  did  the  work  upon  his  heart,  though  his  compaoi- 
.  6ns  heard  it  nut.  Befides,  it  is  not  only  a  peculiar  piercy,^  but 
it  is  a  leading,  intrpduftive  mercy,  to  all  other  fpiritual  mercies 
that  follow  it  to  all  eternity.  If  God  had  ndt  done  this  for  thee, 
thou  hadft  never  been,  brought  to  faith,  to  Chrift,'  or  heaven : 
from  this  aft  of  the  fpirit  all  other  faving  a£ls  take  their  rife.  So 
that  you  have  caufe  for  ever  to  admire  the  goodnefs  of  God,  in 
in  fuch  a  favour  as  this  is. 

Infer.  4.  Ladly,  Hence  it  follows ,  that  the  generality  cf  the 
Ivor  Id  are  in  the  direSl  way  to  eternal  ruin  ;  and  whatever  their 
vain  confidences  are,  they  cannot  be  faved :  **  Narrow  is  the 
**  way,  and  ftrait  is  the  gate  that  leaderh  unto  life,  and  few 
**  there  be  that  find  it."  Hear  me  all  you  that  live  this  dan- 
gerous life  of  carnal  fecurity,  and  vain  hope,  whatever  your  per- 
luafions  and  confidences  are,  except  you  give  them  up,  and  get 
better  grounds  for  your  hope,  you  cannot  be  faved.     For, 

Firft,  Such  hopes  and  confidences,  as  yours,  are  direftly  con- 
tradiftory  to  the  cftabli(hed  order  of  the  gcifpel,  which  recjfiires 
repentance,  Aftsv.  31.  Faith,  Afts  xiii.  39.  and  regeneration, 

John  iii.  3.  in  all  that  (hall  be  laved  :  And  this  order  /hall  never 
c  altered  for  any  man's  fake. 
Secondly  f  If  fwcb  as  you  be  fev«d,  dl  tbethreatnings  infaip* 
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tare  muft  be  rev^rfed,  which  He  in  full  oppofition  to  your  vaia 
hopes,  Mark  xvi.  16.  John  iii.  16.  Rom.  iii.  8,  9.  Either  the 
truth  of  God,  in  thefc  threatnings,  malt  fail,  or  your  vain  hopes 
muiV  fail. 

Thirdly  f  If  ever  fuch^  you  be  faved,  new  conditions  muft  be 
let  to  all  the  proraifes  :  For  there  is  no  condition  of  any  fpecial 
promife  found  in  any  unregenerate  perfon.  Compare  your 
hearts  with  thefe  fcriptures,  Mat.  v.  3,  4,  5,  6.  Pfal.  xxiv.  4. 
Piai.  ixxxiv.,  4  1.  Gen.  xvii.  1,2. 

Fourthly,  li  ever  fuch  a  hope  as  yours  bring  you  to  heaven, 
then  the  favirig  hope  of  God's  elcft  is  not  rightly  defcrib^d  to  us 
ill  the  fcriptures.  Scripture  hope  is  the  ctisdl  of  regeneration, 
I  Pet.  i.  3.  Aad'purity  of  heart  is  the  effeft  of  that  hope,  i  John 
iii.  3.     Nay, 

Fifthly,  The  ver^  nature  of  heaven  is  miftaHen  in  fcripturc,,if 
filch  as  you  be  fubjedls  qualified  for  its  enjoyment :  For  affimi- 
lation,  or  the  conformity  6f  the  foul  to  God  in  holinefs,  is,  in 
thefcripture  account,  a  principal  ingredient  of  that  bleflednefs: 
By  all  which,  it  manifeftiy  appears  that  the  hopes  of  moft  inea 
.^e  in  vain,  and  will  never  bring  them  to  heaven, 

S    E    R    MO    M      XXL 

Rom.  vii.  9.  For  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once :  But  when 
the  commandment  came,  Jin  revived,  and  I  died, 

Do£l.  2.  nriH  A  T  there  is  a  mighty  efficacy  in  the  word  or 
X  ^^w  ^f  God,  to  kill  vain  confidence,  and  quench 
carnal  mirth  in  the  hearts  of  men,  when  God  fets  it  home  upoa 
their  confciences.  "  The  weapons  of  the^w^^d  are  not  carnal, 
**  but  mighty  through  God  ;  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong' 
<*  holds,  cafting  down  imaginations,  and  every  thing  that,  ex- 
«'  alteth  itfelfagainft  the  knowledge  of  God,  ancj  bringing  into" 
"  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,"  2  Cor, 

X.  4.  5-  ' 

In  the  opening  of  this  point  I  ftiall, 

1.  Demonftrate  the  efficacy  of  the  word  or  law  of  God. 

2.  Shew  wherein  the  efficacy  thereof  lies.    ' 

3.  From  whence  it  hath  all  this  mighty  power  and  efficacy. 
Firjt,   I  (hall  give  you  fonie  demonfirations  of  the  mighty 

power,  and  efficacy  that  there  are  in  the  word  or  law  of  God:: 
which  will  appear  with  the  fulleft  evidence. 

Firji,  figm  the  vm9U$fubje^i  upon  whom  it  wotks ;  The 
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lic^rts  and  confckDce$  of  men  of  all  onlers  aqd  ^uaUcks,  haire 
been  reached,  and  wousded  to  the  quick^  by  tjie  two-edged 
fwqrd  of  God's  law.  Some,  among  the  greqt  and  h&nouraik 
of  the  earth«  (though  indeed  the  fewcft  of  that. rank)  have  bec;a 
inade  to  Roopf  and  tremble  nndct  the  wosd^  A^s  xxlv,  16. 
Ijdark  vi.  jo.  Sam.  xv.  24.  The  wife  and  learned  of  the  world 
bave  felt  its  power,  and  been  brought  over  to  eqibr^ce  th^ 
bumbliqg,  aQd  fdf-denying  ways-of  CbriH,  A€ls  xvii,  34*  Tho^ 
Origen,  Hierom,  Tertullian,  Bradwardioe,  and  maay  morog 
came  into  Canaap  laden  with  the  Egyptian  gpld,  :is  one  ipeaks, 
^i.  <  j  they  came  into. the  church  pi  God  abundantly  cariche(^ 
and  f umidied  with  the  learned  arta  and.  fcieaces^  devoting  theq^ 
sail  to  the  fervice  of  Chrift :  Yea,  ajid  which  U  4$  Araog|ey  tin 
mqfijlmp/e,  weakt  and  illiterate^  have  been  wonderfully  changec^ 
^d  wrought  uponby  the  power  of  tiie  word :  '*  The  teftiiaOQks 
'/  (^  the  Lord  make  wife  the  Ample :"  Men  of  weak  underQa^idF 
ij)gs,  in  ail  other  matters^  have  been  made  wlie  ta  falvatioo  by 
the  power  of  the  word.  Mat.  xi,  25*  i  Cor.  i*  Z7.-  Nay,  thic^ 
ipoit  malidous  and  obflinate  enemies  of  ChrUt  ba^e  been  wouod'^ 
cd,  and  converted  by  the  word,  i  Tim.  i.  13,  Afts  xyi.  x^ 
Thofe  that  have  been  under  the  prejuaice  of  the  worft  and  moft 
idolairms  educatum,  havabeea  the  fubjeil&of  its  mightf  pow«s 
A£ls  xix.  26.  To  conclude,  men  of  the  moA  profligate,  and 
debauched  lives  have  been  wonderfully  changed,  and  altered  by 
the  power  of  the  word,   i  Cor.  vi.  10,  11. 

Secondly^  The  mighty  efficacy  of  the  law  o^  God  appears  ia- 
the  mannu:  (f  its  apafktticn ;  it  works  fiiddenly ;  firikes  like  a 
dart  through  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  men,  AAs  ii.  37.  A 
wonderfol  change  is  made  in  aihort  time*:  And  a^  it-  works 
quickly-,  and  fiiddenly,  fo  it  works  irreriAibiy;  with,  an  uncon- 
iFOuled  power  upon  thefpirits  of  n>en,  r  Thef.  i.  y.  Rom.  L  i6, 
l.et  the  foul  be  armed  ^ainfl  convi^ioa  with  the  thickeA  igno- 
i^nce,  ftrongeft  prejudice,  of  raoi\  obftinate  refolutton,  the 
word  of  God  will  wound  the  breaft  even  of  fuch  a  nftao,  whefl 
God  fends  It  forth  in  his  authority  and  power. 

Thirdly^  Tlie  wonderful  power  of  the  law,  or.  word*  of  God  is 
evidently  feen,  in  the  ftrange  efFefts  whirfi  are  produced  by  k'nt 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  men.     For, 

Pirft^  It  changes  and  alters  the  frame  and  temper  of  the  mind : 
It  moulds  a  man  into  a  quite  contrary  temper,  G^\.  \,  23.  **  Re 
•*  which  perfecutcd  us  in  times  part,  now  preachetbthc  faith, 
^  which  once  h«  deftroyed:"  Thus  a  tyger  is  transformed  imo 
s  lamb,  by  the  power  of  f  he-  word  of  God. 
'    Sccmdly,  It  makes  the  foul,  upon  which  It  works,  to  fi>regQb 


an<!  qtiit  the  dearfeft  inrereft  h  hath  ia  this  worfd  for  Jcftis  Chrift, 
Phil.  iri.  7,  8,  9.  Riches,  honours,  felf-righteonfnefs,  deareft  re* 
latioos,  ate  denied  and  forfaken  :  lUproach,  poverty,  and  death 
itfelf,  are  willingly  6ni braced  for  Chrift's  fake,  when  once  iKc 
efficacy  of  the  word  hath  been  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  i  Thc/# 
j*  6.  Thofe  that  were  their  tompanions  in  fin,  are  declined,  re- 
ifioiinc^d,  and  caft  off  With  abhorrence,  i  Pet.  iv.  3,  4.  In  iucli 
things  as  thcfe  the  mighty  power  of  the  word  difco^crs  itfitlf. 

Secondly^  Next,  let  us  fee  wherein  the  efficacy  of  the  word, 
Cfpon  the  fouls  of  onen,  principally  confifleth :  and  we  find  iq 
fcripturc  it  cxertcth  its  power,  in  five  diftinft  afts  upon  the 
foul ;  by  all  which  it  iUikes  at  the  life,  and  kills  the  very'hcari 
of  vain  hopes.     For,  ^ 

Firft^li  hath  an  awakening  efficacy  upon  fecurc  and  fleepy 
finners :  It  rouzes  the  cbnfcience,  and  brings  a  man  to  a  fenfe^ 
and  feeling  apprehenfion,  Eph.  v.  13,  14.  The  firtf  effeAnal 
foQch  of  the  word  ttartleS  the  drowfy  confcience.  A  poor  finner 
Kes  in  his  fins,  as  Peter  did  in  his  chains,  faft  aileep,  though  a 
tvarrant  was  figned  for  his  execution  the  next  day :  but  the  Spirit 
In  the  Wotd  awakens  hin^  as  the  angel  did  Peter:  And  this  a* 
i^akening  pOwer  of  the  word  is  in  order»  both  of  time,  and  nature^ 
lintccedent  to  all  its  operations,  and  cffcffs. 

Secondly ^  T^hclaw  of  God  hatl^an  enfightening  efficacy  upon 
the  minds  of  men  :  It  is  cye-falve  to  the  blinded  eye,  Rev.  iiL 
18.  A  light  (hining  in  a  dark  place,  2  Pet.  i.  19.  A  light  (hining. 
hito  the  very  heart  of  man,  2  Cor  iv»  6,  When  the  word  comes 
Ft)  power,  all  things  appear  with  another  face  :  The  fins  that 
Wercild  from  our  eyes,  and  the  danger  whi<^  was.conceafed  by 
the  policy  of  Satan  from  our  fouls,  now  lie  clear,  and  open  bc-^ 
fore  us,  Eph.  v.  8.  , 

Thirdly^  The  word  of  God  hath  a  convincii^g  efficacy :  It  (ets 
iln  in  order  before  the  foul,  Pfal.  1.  2 1.  As  an  arniy  is  drawa 
lip  in  an  e'xaft  order,  fo  are  the  iins  of  nature  and  pradlke,  the 
iins  of  youth  and  age,  even  a  great  and  terrible  army  is  drawii 
up  before  the  eye  of  the  confcience ;  the  ccm virions  of  the  wor<i. 
are  dear  and  full,  iCor.xtv.  24,  251  The  very  fecrets  of  a^fin- 
iier's  heart  are  niade  manifefl ;  his  mouth  is  flopped  ;  his  pleas 
are  fjlenced ;  his  confcience  yields  ta  the  charge  of  guilt,  and  to. 
the  equity  of  the  fen  fence  of  the  law.  So  that  the  foul  ftand« 
Aute,  and  felf-condeiiined,  at  the  bar  of  confcience  :  it  hath  got 
oothtng  to  fay  why  the  wrath  of  God  ftiould  uot€ome  upon  it 
to  the  uttermoft,  Rom*  iii,  19. 

F&urthh,  The  law  of  God  hath  a  foul-wounding,  an  heart- 
4tti'itin^4mcacy :  It  pierces  into  the  very  foal  and  fpirit  of  man. 
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Afts  a.  37.  "  When  they  heard  this,  they  were  pricked  at  their 
**  hearts^  and  faid  unto  Peter,  and  to  the  refV  of  the  apoftles; 
*'  men  and  brethren,  what  (hall  we  do  ?"  A  dreadful  found  is  in 
the  Tinner's  ears ;  his  foul  is  in  deep  diftrefs ;  he  knows  not  which 
way  to  turn  for  eafe;  no  plaifter  but  the  blood  of  Chrift  can  heal 
thefe  wounds  which  the  word  makes :  No  outward  trouble,  afflic- 
tion, difgrace,  or  lofs,  ever  touched  the  quick  as  the  word  of 
God  doth. 

Fifthly,  The  word  hath  a  heart-tiirning,  a  (buUconvertiog 
efficacy  in  it :  It  is  a  regenerating,  as  well  as  convincing  word, 
I  Pet.  i.  32.  I  Thef.  i.  9.  The  law  wounds,  the  gofpel  cures; 
the  law  dilcovers  the  evil  that  Is  in  fin,  and  the  mlfery  that  fol- 
lows it;  and  the  Spirit  of  God,  working  in  fcUowftiip  with  the 
word,  cfFe^tually  turns  the  heart  from  fin.  And  thus  fve  fee  in 
\yhat  glorious  a(5ls  the  efficacy  of  the  word  difcovers  itfelf  upon 
the  hearts  of  men  ;  and  all  thefe  afts  lie  in  order  to  each  other: 
nor  until  the  foul  be  awakc;ied,  it  cannot  be  enlightned,  Eph. 
V.  14.  Till  it  be  enlightned,  it  cannot  be  convinced,  Eph.  v.  13. 
Conviftion  being  nothing  elfe,  but  the  application  of  the  light 
that  (bines  in  the  mind  to  the  confcience  of  a  finner ;  till  it  be 
convinced,  it  cannot  be  wounded  for  fin,  A6^s  ii.  37.  And  until 
it  be  wounded  for  fin,  it  will  never  be  converted  from  fin,  ani 
brought  efFeftually  to  Jefus  Chrift.  And  thus  you  fee  what  the 
power  of  the  word  is.  ^ 

Thirdly,  In  the  lad  place,  it  will  concern  us  to  enquire,  whence 
the  word  of  God  hath  all  this  power  :  And  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
it  is  not  a  power  inherent  in  itfelf,  nor  derived  from  the  inftra- 
ment  by  which  it  is  managed  ;  but  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
who  communicates  to  it  all  that  power,  and  efficacy  which  it 
hath  upon  our  fouls. 

1.  Its  power  is  not  in,  or  from  itfelf:  It  works  not  lix  a  phy* 
Jtcalway,  as  natural  agents  do;  for  then  the  effeft  would  al- 
ways follow,  except  it  were  roiraculoufly  hindered :  But  this 
fpiritual  efficacy  is  in  the  word,  as  the  healing  virtue  was  in  the 
waters  qf  Bethefda,  John  v.  4.  "An  angel  went  down  at  a  cer- 
**  tain  feafon  into  the  pool,  and  troubled  the  water :  Whofo- 
"  ever  then  firft  after  the  troubling  of  the  water  ftept  in,  was 
**  made-whole  of  whatfoever  difeafe  he  had."  It  is  not  a  power 
naturally  inherent  in  it  at  all  times,  but  communicated  to  it  at 
fpme  fpecial  feafons.  How  often  is  the  word  preached,  and  no 
iijan  awaked  or  convinced  by  it  ! 

2.  The  power  of  the  word  is  not  conamunlcated  to  it  by  the 
in(\ruin,ent  that  manageth  it,  i  Cor.  iii.  7'.  "**  Neither  is  he  that 
**  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watexeth.*'     Miniders  are 
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notbmg  to  ftiGh  an  effect  ^d  purpofe  as  this  is;  be  doth  not 
mead  that  they  are  ufelefs  and  altogether  unneceflary,  bin  infuf^ 
ficient  of  thettifelYes  to  produce  ftich  mighty  effcAs  :  it  works 
tk)t'a8  it  b  the  word  of  man,  1  TheiE  it.  13.  Miniflers  may  fay 
of  the  ordlQary,  as  Peter  (aid  of  the  extraordinary  effefts  of  the 
Spirit,  Afts  iii.  12.  "  Ye  men  of  l(rael|  why  marvel  ye  at  this  t 
^V  or  why  look  ye  (b  earheftiy  00  ds,  as  chough  by  our  own  pow- 
"  cr  or  holincfs  We  had  made  this  man  to  walk  ?*'  If  the  effcfts 
of  the  word  were  in  the  power*  and  at  the  oommand  of  him  that 
preacheth  it,  then  the  blood  of  all  the  fouls  that  perifh  under 
our  miniftry  muft  lie  at  our  door*  as  was  formerly  noted. 

3»  If^  you  fay,  whence  then  bath  the  Word  all  this  power  I 
Our  aofwer  is.  It  derives  it  all  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  ♦  i  ThdT. 
ii.  13. ''  For  this  caufe  thank  we  God  without  ceafing,  becaiift 
**  when  ye  received  the  word  of  God  which  ye  heard  of  Us,  fc 
**  received  it  not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  (as  it  is  in  truth)  the 
*'  word  of  God,  which  cfFcftually  worketh  alfo  in  you  that  bc- 
'•  licvc."  It  is  a  fuccefsful  iufbumetit,  ouly^ .  when  it  is  in  the 
hand  of  the  Spirit,  without  whofe  influence  it  never  did,  not 
can  convince,  convert^  or  fave  any  foul*  NoW,  the  Spirit  of  GcA 
hath  a  fovereignty  over  three  things  in  order  to  the  converfioa 
of  /innerst 

1.  Over  the  wordf  which  works* 

2.  Over  the  foul  wrought  tlpon. 

3.  Over  the  time  and  fealbn  of  working* 

Firfi,  The  Spirit  hath  a  glorious  foverciguty  over  the  word 

itfelf,  whofe  infirument  it  is,  to  make  it  fucce^ful  or  not ;  at 

ft  pleafeth  him,  Ifa.  Iv.  10,  1 1<  '*  For  as  the  rain  cometh  down^ 

*«  and  the  fiiow  from  heaven,  &c.  fo  (hall  my  word  be  that  go- 

*'  eth  out  of  my  mouth  :*'  as  the  clouds,  fo  the  word  is  carti* 

ed  and  dire^ed  by  divine  pleafure.    It  is  the  Lord  that  makes 

themi  bdth  give  down  their  bleflingS,  or  to  pafs  away  frditlefs  an4 

empty:  yea^  it  is  from  the  Spirit  that  this  part  of  the  word 

Works,  and  not  another.    Thofe  things  upon  which  minifters 

befl^ow  greateit  labour  in  their  preparation,  and  from  whlc^ 

accordingly  they  have  the  greate^d  es^peAaibn ;  thefe  do  nothi^ 

ivfaeu,  mean  time,  fomething  that  dropped  occafionally  firom 

them,  like  a  chofen  (haft,  Arikes  the  mark,  and  doth  the  work. 

Secondly,  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  a  glorious  Ibvereigntf 

>ver  the  (buls  wrought  upon :  it  is  his  peculiar  work  *'  to  takd 

*  AVhat  is  commanded  by  the  word,  iS  ^vtn  by  the  Spirit,  jiug^ 

vou.  a  G  g  g 
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••  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  our  flcfh,  and  to  give  us  an  heart 
•'  o£  fleih,"  Ezck.  xxxvi.  26.  We  may  reafon,  exhort,  au4 
reprove,  but  nothing  will  abide  till  the  Lord  fet  it  home.  The 
Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia  under  Paul's  miaiftry :  he  o- 
pens  every  heart  that  is  efFedlually  opened  10  receii^e  Chriftln 
the  word  :  if  the  word  can  get  no  entrance,  if  your  hearts  ^^ 
main  dead  under  it  fUlI,  we  may  fay  concerning  fuch  fouls,  » 
Martha  did  concerning  her  brother  Lazarus ;  **  Lord,  if  thou 
•*  hadft  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.'*.  So,  Lord,  if 
.  thou  hadft  been  in  this  fermon,  in  this  prayer,  or  in  that  counfel, 
thefe  fouls  had  not  remained  dead  under  them* 

Thirdly,  The  Spirit  hath  dominion  over  the  times  and  fa* 
(bus  of  conviftion  and  converfion.  Therefore  the  day  id  whidi 
fouls  are  wrought  upon  is  called  '*  the  day  of  his  power,"  Pfal. 
ex.  3.  That  (hall  work  at  one  time,  which  had  no  efficacy  at 
all  at  another  time  ;  becaufe  this,  and  not  that, 'was  the  riffle 
appointed.  And  thus  you  fee  whence  the  word  derives  that 
mighty  power  it  hath.  ,    • 

Now  this  word  of  God,,  when  it  is  fet  home  by  the  Spirit,  is 
mighty  to  convince,  humble,  and  break  the  hearts  of  iinacrs, 
John  xvi.  9.  **  The  Spirit  when  it  cometh  (ball  convince  tlw 
•*  world  of^fin."  The  word  fignifies  conviftlon  by  fuch  dear 
demonftration  astiompclleth  afTent:  it  not  only  convinces  mca 
in  general  that  they  are  finners,  but  it  convinceth  men  parrico- 
larly  of  their  own  fins;  and  the  aggravations  of  them.  So  in 
•the  text,  Sin  revived^  thzt  is,  the  Lord  r«vivcd  his  (Ids,  tk 
very  circumftances  and  aggravations  with  which  they  wcrecoa- 
mitted  :  and  fo  it  will  be  with  us  when  the  commandment  cones; 
fins  that  we  had  forgotten,  committed  fo  far  back  as  oar  youth 
or  childhood ;  fins  that  laj  flighted  in  our  confciences,  (ball  oof 
be  rouzed  up  as  fo  many  fleepy  lions  to  affright  and  terrify  0$: 
for  now  the  foul  bears  the  voice  of  God  in  the  word,,  as  Adam 
heard  it  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  ^nd  was  afraid,  and  hides  itfeif: 
but  all  will  not  do;  for  the  Lord  is  come  in  th§  word :  fin  is  beU 
up  before  the  eyes  of  the  confciencc  in  its  dreadfnl  aggravations, 
and  fearful  confequences,  as  committed  againll'  the  holy  h% 
clear  light,  warnings  of  confcience,  manifold  merdes,  God'J 
long-fufFering,  Ghrift's  precious  blood,  many  warnings  of  jadf 
ments,  the  wages  and  demerit,  whereof,  by  the  verdift  of  a  man's 
own  confcieoce,  is  death,  eternal  death,  Rom.  vi,  2'^.  Rom.!. 
32.  Rom.  ii.  9.  Thus  the  commandment  comes,  fio  rcvjVcs, 
and  vaia  hopes  gives  up  th^  ghoft.  j 

Infer,  i;  Is  there  fuch  a  mighty  power  m  the  word?  then  cer*  \ 
tmnly  the  word  is  0/ divine  authority.    There  cannot  be  a  *««  j 
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dear,  aodfatisfying  proof  that  it  is  do  hnmao  invention,  than  the 
ComqpoQ  feafe  that  all  believers  have  of  the  Almighty  Power  in 
'which  it  works  upon  their  hearts.  So  fpcaks  the  apottie,  i  Thei^ 
ii.  13.  **  When  ye  received  the  word  of  God  which  ye  heard 
**  of  us,  ye  received  it  not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  (as  it  is  in 
**  truth)  the  word  of  God,  which  efFeftually  worketh  alfo  in 
**  yoo  that  believe/'  .  Can  the  power  of  any  creature,  the  word 
of  a  mere  man,  fo  convince  the  confcience,  fo  terrify  the  heart, 
fo  difcover  the  very  fecret  thoughts  of  the  foul,  as  to  put  a  man 
into  fuch  tremblings  ?  No,  no,  a  greater  than  man  mud  needs 
be  here :  none  but  a  God  can  fo  opea  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  fo 
open  the  graves  of  the  dead, 'fo  quicken  and  enliven  the  con- 
fcience that  was  feared,  fo  bind  over  the  foul  of  a  finner  to  the 
judgment  to  come,  fo  change  and  alter  the  frame  and  teipper  of 
a  man's  Spirit,  or  fo  powerfully  raife,  refrpfti  and  comfort  a  droop- . 
log  dying  foul :  certainly  the  power  of  God  is  in  ail  this ;  and» 
if  there  were  no  more,  yet  this  alone  were  fufficient  to  make  full 
prodf  bf  the  divine  authority  of  the  fcripturcs. 

Infer.  2.  Judge  from  hence  what  an  invaluable  mercy  the 
preaching  of  the  word  is  t§  the  world:  It  is  a  blefling  far  above 
our  cUimation  of  it :  little  do  we  know  what  a  trcafurc  God 
committeth  to  us  in  the  ordinances,  Afts  xiii.  25.  '*  To  you  is 
**  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent."  It  is  the  very  power  of  God 
tafalvation,  Rom.  i.  16.  And  falvation  is  ordinarily  denied  to 
whom  the*  preaching  of  the  word  is  denied,  Rom.  x,  14.  It  is 
called  the  word  of  life,  Phil.  ii.  j6.  and  deferves  to  be  vaiued  by 
wery  one  of  us  as  our  life :  the  eternal  decree  of  God's  eledrpn 
is  executed  by  it  upon  our  fouls :  as  many  as  he  ordained  to  e- 
ternal  life  (hail  believe  by  the  preaching  of  it.  Great  is  the  in- 
gratitude of  this  generation,  which  foilights,  and  undervalues  * 
this  invaluable  trcafurc :  which  is  a  fad  prefage  of  the  mdft  tcrri- 
>]e  judgment,  even  in  the  removing  our  candleftrck  out  of  its 
)Jace,  except  we  repent. 

Infer.  3.  How  fore  and  terrible  a  judgment  lies  upon  the  fouls  of 
hefe  men  to  whom  no  word  of  God  is  made  powerful  enough  to  corf 
fince  and  awaken  them  !  Yet  fo  ftands  the  cafe  with  thoufands^  ■ 
»ho  conftantly  fit  under  the  preaching  of  the  word ;  many  ar- 
0ws  arc  (hot^at  their  confciepces,  but  none  goes  home  to  the 
Qark,  all  fall  flaort  of  the  end :  the  commandment  hath  come  un- 
3.  them  many  thouiand  times,  by  Way  oi promulgation,  and  mini-. 
:mal  inculcation,  but  yet  never  came  home  to  their  fouls  by  the 
pirit's  cfFedtual  application.  O  friends !  yoft  have  often  heard 
ie  voice  of  man,  but  you  never  yet  heard  the  voice  of  God ; 
G  g  g  2 
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yoor  qoderftaiHliiigs  Y^v^  he^  mfirvgfed,  bQf  your  conic^* 
CCS  to  ikU  4«y  Mwrc  ocvcr  thoroughly  anvinc^i  **  We  bftvq 
^*  moorq^d  ootQ  yon,  bat  y«  h^TC  not  kmel^ted,"  Mat^  7^,  17. 
*'  Who  bath  believed  oar  report  ?  And  unto  whom  is  the  lyrm 
'  **  of  the  l^d  revealed  ?'*  Ahis  J  we  have  laboured  in  vato,  we 
Jv^ve  fp^Qt  our  ftrcQgtb  for  ooaght,  our  word  retura  wto  m 
empty:  boiO  whaiaftapendoasJadgiQeQt  is  herel  Heb.vUj, 
9'  *'  The  earth  which  driiike^h  in'the  raif>  thjit  ^cMneth  oft  ppcx^ 
**  it,  and  bringth  forth  herb^  mp^t  for  them  by  whom  it  is  (te£ 
''  fed,  receiveth  bleffiog  from  God  3  bat  that  which  bieareA 
^*  thorns  and  hri^s  is  rejefted^  s^pd  is  nigh  udio  cur&ig.  whofe 
^'.  eod  is  to  bp  bamed«**  Whi^t  fi)re  judgment,  and.  fign  <^  God's 
difpieafure  would  you  account  it,  it  your  fields. were  curfed;  if 
you  fliQuld  manure,  drefs,  plough,  and  fbw  them;  but  omr 
reap  the  fruit  of  your  labour ;  the  iocrea^  being,  ftill  blafledT 
And  yet  this  were  noticing,  compared  with  the  blufting  of  th|} 
ivord  to  your  ibuls :  that  which  is  a  iavour  of  life  unto  life»  un- 
to fome,  becouies  the  favour  of  death  unto  dei^th,  to  others,  % 
Cor.  ti.  16.  ThirLord  a0e£t  our  hearts  with  ti^  terribly  ftrok^ 
pf  God  upon  the  fouls  of  men  ! 

Second  ufe  (^  fxhrtatien^ 
I  (haU  conclude  this  poii^t  with  a  fbw  words  of  eathortadnu 
|o  three  forts  of  meu,  viM. 

1.  To  ihofe  that  never  felt  the  power  pf  the  word, 

2.  To  thofis  that  have  puly  fplt  fome  flight  and  common  effejh 
thereof, 

3»  To  thofe  uuiQ  whofe  very  hearts  the  commandment  is  com^ 
in  ica  ci&dual  aud  faving  power* 

FirjSt  You  that  never  felt  aqy  power  in  the  word  at  s^il,  I  beg 
^u  iu  thcname  of  him  that  made  you;  and  by  all  the  regard  and  j 
value  yoii  have  for  thofc  precious  fouls  within  you,  that  now  zt  j 
|ail  fuch  coniiderations  as  thefe  may  ^d  place  in  your  louk,  and 
Ibftt  you  will  hciWpk  yourfelves. 

Csnpdera$i^n  i^ 

Wboih  word  ia  that  whidi  cannot  gain  entrance  into  your 
(u^aris  }  Is  it  iiQt  the  word  of  6od  which  you  defpl^e  and  fli^t ) 
<<  Thou  ^afteft  my  word  behind  thy  back^"  Pfel.  1.  i  y.  O  what 
^  HITrout  ^nd  provocaiiou  to  God  is  this !  You  defpife  not  maot 
|M]f  God  I  the  gr^t  and  tqrrible  God,  in  whofe  h^  yoof  | 
l^r^^t^  ^  fettl  is  \  this  contempt  runs  higher  Ihao  y^u  f naagine. 

Q^^^f^  t)|tt  hoFe^r  tho  word  hath  n<)  power  upona  you, 
^e  cominaodtaeut  cannot  come  home  to  your  hearts ;  yet  it  doth 
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whiift  yp»  are  htf  doed,  others  are  melted  under  it ;  whilft  yoa 
(}eep»  others  tremble;  whilft  your  hearts  are  fa  A  locked  up,  o- 
thers  ^re  opened.,  How  cau  yoii  choofe  but  reflefl  with  "fear 
^d  treoibliEig  upon  thefe  contrary  elfeAs  of  the  word ;  efpecially 
whei)  you  confider  .that  the  eternal  decrees,  both  ofele^tioa 
wd  reprobation  arc  now  executed  upon  the  ibuls  men,  by  the 
preaciiii^  of  the  word'?  Some  believe,  and  others  are  hardbed» 
ConfideriUUn  3. 
That  ho  jadgment  of  God,  on  this  fide  hell,  is  greater  than 
a  bard  heart,  and  Clupid  confcience  under  the  word :  it  were 
much  better  that  the  providence  of  God  ihould  blail  thy  eilate, 
take  ^way  thy  childjcen,  or  deAroy  thy  health,  than  harden  thy 
heart,  and  fear  thy  confcience  under  the  word :  fo  much  as  thy 
foul  is  better  than  thy  body,  fo  much  as  eternity  is  more  valua* 
bie  than  time,  fo  much  is  this  fpiritual  judgment  more  dreadful 
Aan  all  temporal  ones.  God  doth  not  inflict  a  more  terrible 
(Iroke  than  this  upon  any  man  in  this  world. 

0  therefore  as  you  love  your  own  fouls,  and  are  loth  to  rula 
thein  to  all  eternity,  attend  upon  every  opportunity  that  God 
aifords  yoa  \  for  you  know  not  in  which  of  them  the  Lord  may, 
work  upon  your  hearts*  Lay  afide  your  prejudices  againfi  the 
word  or  the  weaknefles and  infirmities  of  them  that  preach  it; 
for  tb«  word  works  not  as  it  is  the  word  of  man»  as^  it  is  thus 
neat  ^nd  el<^nty  hut  as  it  is  the  word  of  Cod.  Pray  for  the 
blciTrng  of  God  upon  the  word ;  for  except  his  word  of  blefTing 
go  forth  with  it,  it  can  never  come  home  to  thy  Ibul.  Medi- 
tate upon  what  you  hear ;  for,  without  meditation,  it  is  not  like 
to  have  gny  effe^ual  operation  upon  you.  Search  your  fouls  by 
4t,  and  cQofider  whether  that  be  not  your  vecy  cafe  and  flate 
which  it  de^ribes :  your  very  danger  whereof  it  gives  warning, 
T^ke  heed  left  after  yon  have  heard  it,  the  cares  of  the  world 
choke  what  you  have  beard,  and  caufe  thofe  budding  conviAions . 
which  begin  to  put  forth,  to  blaft  and  wither.  Carefully  at* 
tend  to  all  thole  items^  and  memorandums  your  confciences  give 
you  under  the  word,  and  conclude  that  the  Lord  is  then  come 
(iigh  unto  you. 

Secondly t  Let  this  be  matter  of  ferious  confideration,  and  caa« 
tbn  to  all  fuch  as  have  only  felt  fome  flight,  tranfient,  and  in- 
e£^£tual  q>erations  of  the  gofpel  upon  their  fouls  :  The  Lord 
hath  come  nigh  to  fqme  of  our  fouls ;  we  have  feit  a  Araoge 
power  in  the  ordinances,  fometimes  terrifying,  and  fome  times 
tranfporting  our  hearts;  but,  alasl  it  proves  but  a  morning* 
dew,  or  an  early  doud,  HoC  vi.  4^  We  rejoice  in  the  word, 
iu  ii  U  but  fpr^  fcafon,  Joha  iii.  a  5,  Gal,  iv.  14,  15,    They 
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are  vanifhmg  motions,  and  come  to  nothiog.  Look,  as  m  na- 
ture there  are  many  abortives y  as  XvcU  as  perfeft  children,  fo 
it  is  in  religion ;  yea,  where  the  new  creature  is  perfe^iy  for- 
med in  one  foul,  there  be  many  abortives  and  mifcarriages  in 
others :  and  there  may  be  ihree  reafoas  affigned  for  it,  viz. 

Firft,  The  fubtilty  and  deep  policy  of  Satan,  who  never  more 
cfFeiftu ally  deceives  and  deHroys  the  fouls  of  men,  than  in  fuch  a. 
method,  and  by  fuch  an  artifice  as  this :  for  when  men  have 
once  felt  their  confcicnces  terrified  under  the  word,  and  their 
hearts  at  other  times  ravifhed  with  the  joys  and  comforts  of  it, 
they  now  feem  to  have  attained  all  chat  is  neceflary  to  cohverfion, 
and  conftitutive  of  the  new  creature  :  thefe  things  look  fo  well 
like  the  regenerating  efFeAs  of  the  Spirit,  that  many  areeafily 
deceived  by  them.  The  devil  beguiles  the  hearts  of  the  unwary 
by  fuch  falfe  appearances ;  for  it  is  not  every  man  that  can  diftin- 
guifh  betwixt  the  natural,  and  fpiritual  motions  of  the  afiedioos 
under  the  word  :  it-is  very  frequently  feen  that  eveti  carnal,  and 
unrenewed  hearts  have  their  meltings  and  tranfports,  as  well  as 
H)iritual  hearts.  The  lubjeft-matter  upon  which  the  word  treats, 
are  the  weighty  things  of  the  world  to  come :  heaven  and  hell 
are -very  awful  and  affefting  things,  and  an  unrenewed  heart  is 
apt  to  thaw  and  melt  at  them :  now  here  is  the  cheat  of  Satan, 
to  perfuade  a  man  that  thefe  mufl  neetis  be  fpiritual  affedlions, 
becaufe  the  objefts  about  which  they  are  converfant  arc  fpiri- 
tual :  whereas  it  is  certain,  the  objeft  of  the  afFe6li6ns  may  be 
very  fpiritual  and  heavenly,  and  yet  the  workings  of  a  man*s  af- 
fcftions  about  then?,  may  be  in  a 'mere  natural  way. 

Secondly  y  The  dampening  efficacy  of  the  world  is  a  true  and 
proper  caule  of  thefe  abortions  and  mifcarriages  under  the  word, 
Luke  viii.  12,  13,  14.  There  are  hopeful  and  promifing  begin- 
nings and  buddings  of  afS^ions  in  fome  perfons,  efpecially  in 
their  youth  ;  but  when  once  they  colne  to  be  engaged  in  the* 
world,  how  foon  are  they  damp'd  and  quenched  !  As  the  cares 
of  a  family  grow  on,  fo  does  the  care  of  falvatibn  wear  off. 
'Tis  not  as.it  was  wont  to  be,  what  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?  How 
fhall  I  get  intereft  in  Chrift  ?  But  whatfball  I  eat,  and  drink, 
and  wherewithal  ihall  I,  and  mine,  be  maintained  ?  Thus  earth 
juflles  out  heaven,  and  the  preient  world  drowns, all  thoughts  of 
that  to  come.  Good  had  it  been  for  many  men,  they  had  never 
been  engaged  fo  deep  in  the  world  as  they  are ;  their  life  is  but 
a  conilant  hurry  of  bufinefs,  and  a  perpetual  diverfion  from 
Chrill,  and  things  that  are  eternal, 

■  Thirdly y  and  laftly.  The  dcceitfulnefs,  and^  treachery  of  the 
hearty  which  too  eafjiy  gives  way  to  the  defigns  of  Satafi,  fuffers 
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itfelf  to  be  impofed  upon  by  him,  is  not  the  Icaft  canfe  why  fa 
many  hopeful  beginnings  come  to  nothing,  and  the  eftefts  of  the 
word  vanilh.  Pride,  and  felf-love  are  very  apt  to  over-rule  eve- 
ry little  good;and  flight,  or  under-value  every  evil  that  is  in  us ; 
and  fo  qalckly  choke  thofe  conviftions  that  begin  to  work  ia 
■    our  fouls. 

'  But  oh  1  that  fuch  men  would  confider  that  the  dying  away 
of  their  conviftions,  is  that  which  threatens  the  life  of  their 
fouls  for  ever;  now  is  the  bud  withered,  the  bloffom  hlafted  : 
and  what  expeftation  is  thereof  fruit  after  this,  except  the  Lord 
revive  them  again  ?  The  Lord  open  men's  eyes,  to  difcern  the 
danger  of  fuch  things  as  thefe  are  \  Jude  12.  Heb.  x.  58.  Yet 
I  deny  not,  but  there  are  many  Aands,  and  paufes  in  the  worjc 
of  converfion ;  it  feems  to  die  away,  and  then  revives  again ; 
and  revive  it  muft,  or  we  are  loft.  But  how  many  are  there 
who  never  recover  it  more  I  vThis  is  a  fore  judgment  of  a  mod 
^  terrible  confequence  to  the  fouls  of  men. 

Thirdly^  In  the  kjl  place,  let  it  be  a  word  of  counfel,  and 
advice  to  them,  upon  whom  the  word  works  tfiedtually,  and 
powerfully ;  to  whofe  hearts  the  commandment  is  come  home,  to 
revive  fm,  and  kill  their  vain  hopes ;  and  thefe  are  of  two  forts. 

,1.  Embryo's,  under  the  firft  workings  of  the  fpirit. 

2.  _Compleat  births  of  the  fpirit,  regenerated  fouls. 

Firft^  Embryo's  that  are  under  the  firft  workings  of  the  fpi- 
^  rit  in  the  Nvord.  O  let  it  not  fceni  a  mifery,  or  unhappinefs  to 
you,  that  the  commandment  is  come,  and  fin  revived,  and  your 
former  hopes  overthrown.  It  muft  be  thus,  if  ever  God  in- 
tend mercy  for  you.  flad  you  gone  on  in  that  dangerous  fe- 
curity  you  were  in  before,  you  had  certainly  been  loft  for  e* 
ver :  God  hath  flopt  you  in  that  path  that  leads  down  to  hell, 
and  none  thai  go  in  there  do  ever  return  again,  or  take  hold 
of  the  paths  of  life.  O  it  is  better  to  weep,  tremhle»  and  be 
diftreffed  now,  than  to  mourn  without  hope  for  ever.  Let  it 
not  trouble  you  that  (in  hath  found  you  out;  you  could  never 
have  found  out  the  remedy  in  Chrift,  if  you  had  not  found  out 
the  difeafe  and  danger,  by  the  coming  of  the  commandment. 
And  1  befecch  you  carefully  ta  obfervc,  whether  the  effedls, 
and  operations  of  the  word  upon  your  hearts  be  deeper,  and 
more  powerful,  than  they  are.  found  to  be  in  fuch  fouls  asmif- 
Carry  under  it :  the  commandment  comes  to  them,  and  fhews 
them  this  or  that  more  groft  and  ftartling  fin.  Doth  it  com«  to 
you,  and  fhcw  you  not  only  this,  or  that  particular 'fin,  but  all 
the  evils  of  your  heart  and  life ;  the  corruption  of  your  natures, 
as  well  as  the  tranlgreffious  of  your  lives  ?  If  fo,  it  promifes 
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vrell,  apd  looks  hopefully,  and  comfortably  to  you-  The  com* 
tnandment  comes  to  others,  and  Aartles  them  with  the  fears  of 
damnation  for  their  fin :  it  puts  them  into  a  grievous  fright  at 
hell,  and  the  everlafting  burnings  t  but  doth  it  cook  to  thee 
and  difcover  the  infinite  evil  that  is  in  thy  fin,  as  it  is  commit- 
ted againll  the  great,  holy,  righteous,  and  good  God,  and  h 
melts  thy  heart  into  tears  for  the  wrong  that  thou  baft  done 
him,  as  well  as  the  danger  into  Nvhich  thou  haft  brought  thyfclf  ? 
This  is  a  hopeful  work,  and  may  encourage  thee.  It  comes  to 
others,  and  greatly  (hakes,  but  never  deftroys  and  razes  the 
foundation  of  their  vain  hopes :  if  it  fo  revive  fin,  as  to  kill  all 
Vain  ho'pes  in  thee,  and  lend  thee  to  Chrift  alone,  as  thy  only 
door  of  hope,  fear  not ;  thefe  troubles  will  prove  the  gr^ateft 
mercies  that  ever  befcl  thee  in  this  world,  if  thus  they  work, 
and  coatinue  to  work  upon  thy  foul. 

Secondly,  Others  there  are  upon  whom  the  word  hath  had 
its  full  effeft  as  to  converfioii.  O  blefs  God  for  ever  for  this 
mercy ;  you  cannot  fufBciently  value  it !  God  hath  not  only 
made  it  a  convincing,  and  wounding,  but  a  converting,  and  heal* 
ing  word  to  your  fouls ;  he  hath  not  only  revived  your  fins, 
and  killed  your  vain  hopes,  but  begotten  you  again  to  a  Kvdy 
hope ; '  fee  that  you  be  thankful  for  this  mercy.  How  many 
have  fate  under  the  fame  word,  but  never  felt  fuch  effefts  of 
it  ?  As  Chrift  faid  in  anothef  cafe,  there  were  many  widows  in 
Ifrael  in  the  time  of  Elijah,  but  unto  none  of  them  was  the 
prophet  fent,  fave  unto  Sarepta,  a  city  of  Sidon,  to  a  certain 
widow  there,  Luke  iv.  46.  So  I  may  fay,  in  this  calc,  there 
were  many  fouls  in  the  fame  congregation,  at  the  fame  time; 
but  unto  none  of  them  was  the  word  fent  with  a  commiflloa  to 
convince  and  fave,  but  fuch  a  one  as  thyfelf ;  one  as  improbable 
to  be  wrought  upon  as  any  foul  there.  O  let  this  beget  thank- 
fulnefs  in  your  fouls;  and  let  it  make  you  love  the  word  aS 
long  as  you  live :  "  I  will  never  forget  thy  precepts,  for  by  them 
•*  thou  haft  quickened  me,"  Pfal.  cxix.  93. 

But  above  all  I  befeech  you  make  it  appear  that  the  com- 
mandment hath  come  home  to  your  hearts,  with  power  to  cobj- 
vince  you  of  ;he  evil  of  fin,  by  your  tendcrnefs  and  care  to  fliua 
It  as  long  as  you  live.  If  ever  you  have  feen  the  fece  of  fin,  is 
the  glafi  of  the  law  of  God ;  if  your  hearts  have  been  hoixiUed 
and  brc^eft  for  it  in  the  days  of  your  trouble  and  diftrefe,  cer- 
tainly yoa  will  choofe  the  worft  affiiftioa  rather  than  fin  :  It 
-Would  be  the  greateft  folly  in  the  world  to  return  again  to  inf- 
quicy,  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  8.  You  that  have  feen  fo  m«ch  of  the  cvS 
that  is  in  it,  and  the  danger  that  fallows  it  \  jq\j  that  baire  had 
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foch  inward  itttors  eod  fears  df  fpiricaboat  Ir^  wbefi  that  rerri- 
ble  reprefeatacioQ  was  made  po,  will  be  loth  to  feel  tho^ 
gripes,  aad  diflrtfTes  of  confcieocc  agaio,  for  the  beA  eojoymeat 
bi  this  world. 
Bkjffidbe  (tad  if  any  ivord  hashten  brought  h^mi  to  our  hearts, 
Vibkh  hath  ban  mfirununtal  to  bring  us  to  Chrift  ! 

^ff    ^n    ^n^    ^^    ^p    ^F     ^*    ^^    ^*    ^n    ^^    ^^    ^^    ^^     ^^     ^^     ^^    ^P    ^^    'H    *^ 

SERMON      XXII. 

The  Teachings  of  God  opened,  in  their  Nature  an^ 
Nccelfiry. 

John  vu  45.  It  it  written  In  the  Prophett^  And  thiyjhallhe 
all  taught  of  God,  Every  man  therefore  that  hath  heardy  and 
hath  learned  of  the  Father^  cometh  unto  mi. 

tJ  0  W  neceflary  to  our  union  with  Jefus  Chrift,  the  appli- 
**'  cation  of  the  law,  or  comifig  home  of  the  command- 
meat  to  the  heart  of  a  ftnner  is,  we  have  heard  in  the  laft  dif' 
cpiirie ;  and  how  impoiCble  it  is,  either  for  the  commandment 
to  come  to  us,  or  for  ns  to  come  to  Chrift,  without  illumination^ 
and  inftru^bion  from  above,  you  (hall  hear  in  this. 

This  fcripture  ha^h  much  of  the  mind  of  God  in  it ;  and 
he  that  is  to  open  it,  had  need  himfclf  to  be  taught  of  God. 
In  the  foregoing  verfcs,  Chrift  offers  himfclf  as  the  bread  of  life 
unto  the  fouls  of  men  :  againft  this  doArine  they  oppofe  their 
carnal  reafon,  ver.  41,  42.  Chrift  ftrikes  at  the  root  of  all  their 
CaviU  and  objeftions  in  his  reply,  ver.  43,  44.  "  Murmur  not 
**  imong  yourfelves  :  no  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Fa- 
"  ther  which  hath  fent  mc  draw  him  ;'*  7.  rf.  you  flight  me  bc- 
caufc  you  dp  not  know  me ;  you  do  not  know  me,  becaufe  you 
are  not  taught  of  God  ;  of  thefe  divine  teachings,  the  prophets 
ofbldhaveijpoken,  and  what  they  foretold  is  at  this  day  fulfilled 
in  our  fight ;  fo  many  as  are  taught  of  God,  and  no  more.  Come 
trnto  roe  in  the  way  of  faith :  it  is  impoffible  to  come  without  th^ 
teachings  of  God,  ver.  44.  It  is  as  impoffible  not  to  come,  or  to 
i&ifirarry  in  their  coming  unto  me,  under  the  influence  of  thefe 
divine  teachings,  ver.  45. 

The  words  read,  ccmiift  of  two  partjs,  viz. 

I .  An  allegatbn  out  of  the  prophets. 
^  a.  The  application,  tlweof  ii^dc  by  Chrift, 

VoL.IL  Bhb         . 
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Firfti  An  allegation  out  of  the  prophets :  "  It  is  wrhtca  in 
"  the  prophets,  And  they  (hall  be  all  tatight  of  God."  The 
places  in  the  prophets  to  which  Chrift  feems  here  to  refers  arc> 
Ifa.  liv.  1 3.  '*  And  all  thy  children  (hall  be  taught  of  the  Lord  ;!' 
and,  Jcr.  xxxi.  34.  '*  And  they  ftial)  teach  no  more  every  man 
**  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  faying,  knew  the 
"  Lord ;  for  they  (hall  all  know  me,  from  the  leaft  of  them 
"  unto  the  greateft  of  them,  faith  the  Lord."  Thcfe  promiies 
contain  the  great  ble(nngs  of  the  new  covenant,  viz.  Divine^ 
inftruftion,  and  heavenly  illumination,  without  which,  no  man 
can  be  brought  up  to  the  term&^pf  the  new  covenant. 

Secondly  t^c  have  here  the  apf^lcation  of  thefe  teAimonies,  out 
of  the  prophets,  made  by  Chrift  himfelf ;  '*  Everyman  therefore 
**  that  hath  heard,  and  learned  of  the  Father^  cpoi^th  witomeJ' 

In  which  words,  we  have,  both  the  neceiRty,  and  the  efficacy 
of  thefe  divine  teachings  ;  without  them  no  man  can  come,  and 
under  them  00  man  can  mifcarry.  The  words  being  fitly  ren* 
dred,  and  the  fenfe  obvious, 

The  notes  are, 

Doft.  I .  That  the  teachings  of  God  are  abfolutely  necejfary  to  e- 
very  man  that  cometh  unto  Chrift ^  in  the  way  ^  faith, 

Doft.  2.  No  man  can  mifs  cf  Chrift ^  or  mifcarry  in  the  way  tf 
faith,  that  is  under  thefpecial  inftru&ions^  and  teachings  of 
the  Father. 

Dofti  I .  That  the  teachings  of  Grid  are  abfolutely  necejfary  Jo  e^ 
very  man  that  cometh  unto  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  faith* 

Of  the  neceffity  of  divine  teaching,  in  order  to  believing,  the 
apo(\le  fpeaks,  in  £ph.  iv,  20,  21.  *'  But  ye  have  not  ib  learned 
"  Chrift,  if  (b  be  that  you  have  heard  him,  and  been  taught  by 
*•  him,  as  the  truth  1$  in  Jefus  ;"  (i.  e.)  Your  faith  muft  needs  be 
effeAual,  both  to  the  refornaation  of  your  lives,  and  yoor  perie- 
verance  in  the  ways  of  holinefs,  if  it  be  fuch  a  faith  as  is  begot- 
ten, and  introduced  into  your  hearts  by  divine  teachings  *.  Now, 
in  the  explication  of  this  point,  I  (hall  fpeak  difilnAly  to  the 
following  enquiries,  .        , 

1.  How  doth  God  teach  men,  or  what  ts  imported  in  our  be- 
ing taught  of  God  ? 

2.  What  thofe  fpecial  lellbns  ate>  which  all  believers  do.  bear, 
and  are  taught  of  God  ? 

*  They  who  believe,  by  meati^  of  the  preacher  (peaking  to  thertt 
outwardly,  hear  and  Uearn  inwardly  of  the  Father  ;  they  who  J>c» 
iieve  not,  hear  outwaidiy>  biu  not  inwardly.  Jug.  on  PhiefL 
cbafy  a. 
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.3.  la  what  manner  doth  God  teach  thcfe  things  to  men,  in 
the  day  of  their  convcrfiori  to  Chrift  ? 

4.  What  influence  God's  teaching  hath  upon  our  believing  ? 

5.  Why  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  believe,  or  come  to 
Chrift,  withoat  the  Father's  teachings. 

•  Firfi,  How  doth  God  teich  men,  or  what  is  imported  in  our 
being  taught  of  God  ?  To  this  I  will  fpeak,  both  negatively  and 
pofitively,  for  your  clearer  apprehenfion  of  the  fenfc  and  mean- 
log  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  this  phrafe. 
'  Firfl^  The  teaching  of  God,  and  our  hearing  and  learning  of 
him,  is  not  to  be  underftood  of  any  extraordinary,  vidonal  ap- 
pearances, or  oraculous  and  immediate^  voice  of  God  to  men  :  God 
indeed  hath  lb  appeared  unto  ibme.  Numb.  xii.  8.  Such  voices 
bare  been  heard  from  heaven  ;  but  now  thefe  extraordinary  ways 
arecea^,  Heb.  i.  i,  2.  and  we  are  no  more  to  expeA  them; 
we  may  iboner  meet  with  fatanical  ^elufions,  than  divine  illu- 
mination, in  this  way.  I  remember,  the  learned  Gerfon  tells  us 
that  the  devil  once  appeared  to  an  Holy  man  in  prayer,  perfonat- 
iag  Chrift,  and  laying,  1  am  come  in  peribn  to  vifit  thee,  for  thou 
art  worthy.  But  he  with  both  hands  ftiut  his  eyes,  faying,  No- 
lo bic  Chrifium  videre^fatis  eft  ipfitm  in  gloria  videre  $  fi,  e.J  I 
will  not  fee  Chrift  here;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  fee  him  in  glory. 
We  are  now  to  attend  only  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  in  the  icrip- 
tnres :  this  is  a  more  fure  word  than  any  voice  from  heaven, 
2Pet.  i.  19. 

Secondly,  The  teachings  of  God  are  not  to  be  undcrftood  a$ 
oppolite  unto,  or  exdufive  of  the  teachings  of  men.  Divine 
teachings  do  not  render  minifterial  teachings  in  vain,  or  ufelefs. 
Paul  was  taught  of  God,  Gal.  i.  12.  and  his  converfion  had 
fotnething  extraordinary  in  it,  yet  the  miniftry  of  Ananias  was 
ufcd,  and  honoured  in  that  work,  Afts  ix.  4,  17.  compared. 
Divine  teachings  do  indeed  excel,  but  not  exclude  human  teach-' 
idgs.  1  know  that  fcripture,  Jer.  xxxi.  24*  to  which  Chrift 
herj^  refers,  is  objefted  againft  the  neceflity  of  a  ftanding  mini- 
ftr^  in  the  diurch,  **  They  (hall  teach  no  more  every  man  his 
**  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,"  &c.  But  if  thofe 
words  ftiould  be  undcrftood  abfoluccly,  they  would  not  only  o- 
vvrthrow  ail  public  ordinances  of  God's  own  iftitution,  1  Cor. 
xB,  28.  and  deprive  us  of  a  principal  fruit  of  Chrift's  afcenfion, 
Eph.  iv.  II,  12.  but,  for  the  fame  reafon,  would  deftroy  all  pri- 
vate inftruAions,  and.  fraternal  admoniiions  alfo.  -  Such  a  fenfe 
would  make  the  prophet  to^contradift  the  apoftle,  and  fpoil  the 
confent/and  harmony  of  the  fcriptures  :  the  fcnfe  thereof  cannot 

H  h  h  ;i 


be  oegative,  bat  eomparatite  \  it  (hewfif  the  <fxceUciicy  of  diiriDe^ 
but  doth  not  deAroy  the  ufefulaefs  of  bMixum  tesdiiogs^  Suh^r^ 
dinats  non  ptgnanf.    The  teachings  of  men  arc  naade  effeftnal , 
'by  the  teachinga  of  the  Spirit ;  and  the  Spirit  in  his  teachings 
wiil  ufe  and  honour  the  miniihr  of  man. 

Thirdly,  But  to  fpeafc  pofitiveiy,  the  teatiungs  of  Cod  arc 
nothing  elfc,  but  that  fpiricual,  and  havenly  lights  by  ivhidi 
the  Spirit  of  God  (bincth  into  the  hearteofm«Q)  to  give  them 
*^  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  giory  of  God  in  the  faccrf 
«  Jcfus  ChriO/*  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  2  Cor.  U,  6,  Atid  thoegh 
this  be  the  proper  work  of  the  Spirit,  yet  it  is  called  the  u*aGh«> 
iUgs  of  the  Father,  becaufe  the  Spirit  who  twllghtena  us  is  isoai* 
saiffiooed,  and  fent  by  the  Father  io  to  do,  Jobft  xin  26*  Ndto 
thefe  teachings  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  coofift  in  tupoetfaii^a,  viz. 
m  bis, 

1.  Sanftifying  impreffions, 

2.  Gracious  afltAances. 
Firfi,  la  his  ianflifying  iitipreflidns,  or  regeneratidg  ^norks 

upon  the  foul,  by  virtue  whereof  it  receives  marvelloua  lij^t 
^nd  infight  into fpiiitual  things;  and  that  not  only  as  iilnaii* 
lUitioQ  is  the  HrA  aft  of  the  Spirit  iu  our  converiion.  Col.  iu.  lo^ 
hut  as  his  whde  work  of  fanftificatidn  is  illuidinat|ve.  Mid  iu* 
AroQive  to  the  converted  fdul,  I  John  ii.  27*  **  The  aocdatfOg 
^<  which  you  have  received  of  him  abideth  in  you,  and  ye  need 
^<  not  that  any  man  teach  you,  but  as  the  fame  anointing  teadh* 
^^  eth  you."    The  meaning  is*  that  fanftification  gives  the  fonl 
experience  of  thofe  myAerious  things,  which  are  contained  in 
the  fcriptures,  and  that  experience  is  the  tboft  exceUent  key  tq 
unlock,  and  open  fhofe  deep  foipture-myAeries;  no  knowledge 
!$  fo  diAin^,  fo  clear,  (b  fweer,  as  that  which  the  heart  con^ 
snunicates  to  the  )bead»  J<^n  vii.  if*   **  If  any  man  do  his  wtU* 
^*  he  A^all  know  the  do^rine/'    A  man  that  never  read  the  aa* 
tUre  of  love  in  books  of  philofophy,  nor  the  trasffybrts  amd  ecAa- 
fies  thereof  in  hiftory,  may  yet  truly  defcribe  md  exprefs  it  by    j 
the  fenilble  nations  of  that  pa/Tion  in  his  own  feul ;  yea,  he    ^ 
^at  bath  felt,  much  better  underAands,  than  he  that  hath  only    ' 
read  or  heard.    O  what  a  light  doth  fpiritual  fenfa,  and  rxpe« 
rlence,  caft  upon  a  great  part  of  the  kripfures!   for  iodeed     1 
i&nftification  is  the  very  copy  or  traafcript  of  the  word  erf  God 
upop  the  heart  of  man  j  Jer.  xxxi.  33,  "  1  witt  write  my  lav  in     ] 
V  rbeir  b^arts  :*'  fo  that  the  falptures,  and  the  cxperieacesof     ! 
believers,  by  this  means,  a&fiver  to  each  other,  as  the  Uaat  ao4     \ 
htt^T^  iu  the  pre&;  aniWa'  to  the  impr^flious  m^  tspoo  ifac 
P^per }  9r  ibc  figures  ia  th^  W5«t  10  \hc  eograviugs  iipi  the  ftgJU     . 
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When  ft  fan£):ified  man  reads  DaFid's  Pikim^^  or  Paul's  e{^i01e$» 
how  is  he  furprized  with  wonder  to  fiod  the  very  workings  of 
his  own  heart,  fo  enaAly  decyphered^  and  fnlly  e^iprefled  there ! 
O^  faith  he,  this  is  my  ?ery  cafe ;  thefe  holy,  men  ipeak  What  my 
heart  hath  fek« 

Se^mJfy^  The  Spirit  of  God  t^dieth  ns,  as  by  his  laa€bify<' 
ibg  i«preffions4  fo  by  his  gracious  afliHanceSj  whi(ji  hie  giir4?r 
1M  prd  n  not  a,  as  oar  need  requires.  Mat*  x.  19.  'Mt  fball  btt 
ff  given  yon  in  that  fame  hour  whai  ye  (hail  fpeakj"  John  ativ* 
2d.  "  He  ball  bri^g  ail  things  to  your  remembrance :"  h^  af- 
itft(^th»  both  the  underdanding  in  due  apprefaenfions  of  ir&tb, 
and  the  heart  in  the  fpiritual  improvements  of  truth.  And  kf 
saocfa  briefly  of  the  firft  parddnlar. 

:  Secondly^  In  the  next  place,  5Ve  are  to  enquire  What  thofil 
fpccial  truths  are  which  believers  hear,  and  learn  of  thd  Father^ 
when  they  come  to  Chrift. 

And  there  are  divers  great,  and  necefiary  truths,  wherein  thft 
Spirit  enlightens  me&  in  that  day.  1  cannot  fay  they  are  alt 
tanght  evet-y  believer  in  the  fame  degree  and  order ;  but  it  iscer<» 
lata  they  are  taught  of  God  focb  leflons  as  thefe  are,  ^bich 
they  never  fo  onderflood  before* 

m/on  i.P.irfl,  They  arc  taught  of  God/*4/  thers  is  aim- 
dantfy  more  evil  in  their  finful  naturis^  and  a^ifitis,  than  evtf 
they  di^erned^  ar  under fi^  before  :  'Mhe  Spirit  when  ht 
*f  tometh  ihall  convince  the  world  of  fin/*  John  xvi.  H,  ij,  Vlt^ 
hive  a  general  notion  of  fm  before ;  fo  bad  Paul,  when  a  Pha« 
rifee :  hat  how  vaflly  diflferent  were  his  apprehenfions  ol  fiii, 
from  all  that  ever  he  had  in  his  natural  fiate,  when  Gdd  bron^f)C 
bosK  the  commandment  to  his  very  heart !  There  i ^  a  tbiee^oM 
Isnowledge,  of  Hn,  vh.  traditiandi,  di/cujive,  and  intuitive.  Th6 
firfl  is  in  the  mote  rude,  ahd  illiterate  multitude.  The  fecodd 
in  more  rational  and  knowing  men.  The  third  is  only  found 
in  tbofe  that  are  enlightened,  ind  tai^fat  of  God«  And  there 
is  as  great  a  difference  betwixt  this  intuitive  kndwledge  of  fio, 
whereby  God  makes  a  fonl  to  difcerti  the  nature,  and  evil  of  it, 
in  a  fpiritual  light,  and  the  twoformer,  as  there  is. betwixt  th^ 
fight  of  a  painted  Hon  upon  the  wait,  and  the  fight  of  a  livir.g 
ifM  that  meets  us  roaring  in  the  way#  The  intuitive  fight  of  fiti 
M  another  thing  than  men  imagine  it  to  be :  'ti^  fticb  a  fight  ^» 
wonnds  a  man  to  the  very  hearty  A&i  if.  37.  for  God  doth  noif 
oolf  (hew  21  man  tfns,  or  that  partictilar  fill,  but,  in  the  diiy  of 
GonviAions,  he  fetslU  his  fins  in  dfder  before  him.  Pfal.  1.  ^14 
yea,  the  Lord  (hews  him  the  finfulnsTsof  hi^  mfture,  as  Mrell  as 
pr^^ce*    Convidtion  digs  to  the  foot/  (hews,  add  Ufi  dpcxi 


422  Tie  Method^  Grace.  SfiKMr  XXIH 

tlbat  original  corrnption,  from  whence  the  ioDumerable  evils  of 
the  life  do  fpriog,  James  i.  14,  1 5.  and,  which  is  yet  mote, 
the  Lord  (hews  the  man, .  whom  he  is  bringing  to  Chrift,  the 
iiaful  and  miferable  eftate  which  be  is  in  by  reafoD.  of  both^ 
John  xvi.  9.  And  now  ail  excufes,  pleas,  and  defences  of  tin 
are  gone,  he  (hews  them  *''  how  their  iniquities  have  exceeded/* 
J9b  xxxvi.  8,  9.  exceeded  in  number,  -^nd  in  aggrayadoa  of 
imfulnefs;  exceeding  many,  and  exceeding  vile ;  nofuchiia-- 
ner  in  the  world  as  1 :  can  (uch  fins  as  mme  be  pardon'd  ?  The 
greatnefs  of  God  greatens  my  fin ;  the  holinds  of  God  makes  it 
beyond  meafure  vile ;  the  goodnefs  of  God  puts  unconceivable 
weight  into  my  guilt.  O  can  ^there  be  mercy  for  fucb  a  wretck 
as  1 1  If  there  be,  then  there  will  not  be  a  greater  example  of  . 
the  riches  of  free  grace  in  all  the  world  than  I  am.  Thus  God 
teacheth  the  evil  of  fin. 

Leffon  2.  Secondly,  God  teacheth  thi  foul^  whom  he  is  brkging 
tc  Chrift,  what  that  wrath^  and  mifery  cure  which  hang  ever  it 
in  the  threatnings,  becaufe  (f  Jin*    Scripture-threatnings  were 
formerly' flighted  ;  now  the  foul  trembles  at  them :  They  once 
apprehended  themfelves  fafe  enough,  Ifa.  xxviii.  15.  Pial.  1.  21. 
They  thought,  becauie  they  heard  no  more  of  their  fins,  after 
the  commiffion  of  them,  that  therefore  they  ihould  never  hear 
more  ;  thai  the  tStd  had  been  as  tranfient  a  thing  as  the  aft 
of  fin  was ;  or  if  trouble  muft  follow  fin,  they  fiiould  fpeedno 
worfe  than  others,  the  generality  of  the  world  being  in  the' 
lame  cafe ;  and  befides,  they  hoped  to  find  God  more  merciful, 
than  fowre  and  preciie  preachers  reprefented  him.    Bot  when 
a  light  frbm  God  enters  into  the  ibul,  to  diicov^r  the  nature  of 
God,  and  of  fin,  thea  it  fees,  that  whatever  wrs^th  is  treafbred 
up  for  finners,  in  the  dreadful  threatnings  of  the  law,  is  but  the. 
juft  demerit  of  fin,  the  recompense  that  is  meet :  '*  The  wages 
^'  of  fin  is  death,"  Rom.  vi.  23.     The />^;t/s/ evil  d[  damnation 
is  but  equal  to  the  moral  evil  of  .fin :  Sq  that  in  the  whole  ocean 
<rf  God's  eternal  wrath,  there  is  not  t)ne  drop  of  injuftice ;  yea,       I 
the  foul  doth  not  only  fee  the  Jnftice  of  God  in  its  eternal  cbmi*      V 
nation,  but  the  wonderful  mercy  of  God  in  the  fufpenfion  there- 
of fo  long.    O  what  is  it  that  bath  with-heki  God  from  damn-      k 
ing  me  alii  this  while  I  How  is  it  that  I  am  not  in  hell !  Now  do 
the  fears  and  awful  apprehenfions  of  eternity  ieize  the  foul,  and 
the  worfl  of  fenfitive  creatures  is  fuppoled  to  be  in  a  better  con- 
dition than  fnch  a  foul.    Never  do  men  tremble  at  the  threat- 
pings  of  God,  nor  rightly  apprehend  the  dangc?  of  their  condi- 
tion, uncU  fin,  and  wrath,  and  the  wages  of  fin  be  difcovered 
to  them  by  a  light  from  heavea. 
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,  Leffbn  3.  Thirdly,  God  teaches  the  Jbul whom  he  brings  to  Chrift^ 
that 'deliverance  from  fin^  and  wrath  to  come,  is  the  greatefi  and 
mqft  important  bujinefs  it  hath  to  do  in  this  worid,  A€ts  xvi.  30, 
**  What  miift  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  q,  d.  O  direA  me  to  fome 
effeflaal  way  (if  there  be  any)  to  lecare  my  poor  wrecthed  foul 
from  the  wrath  of  God.  Sin,  and  the  wrath  that  follows  it^ 
are  things  that  fwalbw  up  the  ibuls,  and  drink  op  the  very  fpi- 
fits  of  men  :  Theur  thoughts  never  converfed  with  things  of 
more  confefled  truth  and  awful  folemnity :  theie  things  float  not 
npoQ  their  fandes  as  matters  of  mere  fpeculation,  but  fettle  up*- 
on  their  hearts  day  and  night,  as  the  deepeft  concernment  in  all 
the  world  :  They  now  know  much  better  than  any  mere  fcho* 
hw,  the  deep  fenfe  of  that  text,  Mat.  xvi.  26.  <*  What  is  a  man 
*^  profited,  if  he  (hould  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own 
**  foul  ?  or  what  (hall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ?" 

Five  things  (hew  how  weighty  the  thoughts  and  cares  of  ial- 
vation  are  upon  their  hearts. 

Firfit  Their  continual  thougfatfulnefs^  9nd  (bllicitude  about 
theie  things;  if  earthly  af{airs  divert  them  for  a  while,  yet  they 
Afd-  IViU  returning  again  to  this  iblemn  bufinefs. 

Secondly,  Their  careful  redeeming  of  time,  and  faving  the 
very  moments  thereof  to  employ  about  this  work  :  Tho(e  that 
were  prodigal  of  hours,  and  days  before,  look  upon  every  mo- 
ment of  time  as  a  precious  and  valuable  thing  now. 

Thirdly,  Their  fears,  and  tremblings,  left  they  (hould  mifcar- 
ry,'and  come  (hort  at  laft,  (hew  how  much  their  hearts  are  let 
upcn  this  work,      v 

Fourthly  f  Their  inquifitivenefs,  and  readinefs  to  embrace  all 
the  help  and  affiftance  that  they  can  get  from  otbers,/evidently 
diicovers  this  to  be  their  great  deiign. 

F^thfy,  and  h^ly.  The  little  notice  they  take  of  all  other 
troubles,  and  affliflions,  tells  you,  their  hearts  are  taken  up  about 
greater  things.     This  is  the  third  leflbn  they  are  taught  of  God. 

Lejfott  4.  Fourthly,  The  Lord  teaches  the  foul  that  is  coming  to 
Chrift,  that  thomgh  it  be  their  duty  to  firive  to  the  uttermofifor 
faivation  ;  yet  alljlrivings,  in  their  crmnfirength^  are  infufficient 
to  obtain  it*  This  work  is  quite  above  the  power  of  natures 
•*  It  is  not  of  him  that  willeih,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of 
««  God  that  (heweth  mercy."  The  foul  15  brought  to  a  full 
conviAion  of  this,  by  the  difcovery  of  the  heinous  nature  of  fin, 
and  of  the  rigour  and  fcverity  of  the  law  of  God.  No  repen- 
tance, nor  reformation,  can-po(ribly  amount  unto  a  ju(V  fatisfac^ 
tion^  nor  are  they  within  the  compafs  and  power  of  our  will. 
It  was  a  faying  that  Dr«  HUl  often  ufcd  to  bis  friends,  fpcaldng 
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tboat  the  power  of  man's  will ;  he  would  lay  his  h^nd  upon  his 
bread,  and  fay,  ''  Every  man  hath  fomethiog  here  to  confute 
*<  the  Armioiaa  doctrine  :*'  This  fully  takes  oS  the  foul  from 
all  expe^ations  of  deliverance  that  way ;  it  cannot  hut  ftrtve, 
that  is  its  duty ;  but  to  expeft  deliverance,  as  the  purchafe  of 
its  own  firivings,  that  would  be  its  fin. 

Uffon  5.  Fifthly,  Hie  foul  that  is  cammg  to  Chrifi  byfitiih,  is 
taught  of  Codf  that  though  the  cafe  it  is  in  be  fad^  yet  it  is  not 
defperate  and  remeJilefs  :  There  is  a  door  of  hope,  a  way  of  cf- 
cape  for  poor  fioners,  how  black  aud  fearful  foever  their  own 
thoughts  aud  apprehenfions  are  :  there  is  ufualiy  at  this  tioie,  a 
dawning  light  of  hope  in  the  (bul  that  i&  under  the  F»ther% 
teachings  :  and  this  commonly  arUes  from  the  general,  aod  ia- 
definite  encourageuients,  and  promifes  of  the  goipel,  which 
though  they  do  not  prefeutly  fecure  the  foul  from  danger,  yet 
they  prop,  and  mightily  fupport  it  againft  defpair  :  For  tbovgh 
they  be  not  certain  that  deliverance  fhall  be  the  event  of  their 
trouble;  yet  the  poflibilities,  and  *much  more  the  probahUtttes 
of  de}i\i(erance  are  a  great  Aay  to  the  fiakiag  foul :  The  troubled 
fbul  cannot  but  acknowledge  itfelf  to  be  in  a  f^r  better  cafe  t%%a 
ihc  damned  are,  whofe  hopes  are  periflied  from  the  Lord^  and 
a  death-pang  of  defpair  hath  feized  their  confciences.  And 
herein  the  merciful  and  compaflionate  nature  of  God  is  emiitenr* 
ly  difcovered,  in  hading  to  open  the  door  of  hope,  almofl  as 
foon  as  the  evil  of  fm  is  opened.  It  was  not  long,  after  Adam's 
eyes  were  opened  to  lee  his  mifery,  that  God  opened  Chrifl^ 
his  remedy,  in  that  firft  promife.  Gen.  liL  1 5.  And  the  iamc 
method  of  grace  is  ftill  continued  to  his  iele£^  offspring,  Gal.  tii. 
2if  22.  Rom.  iii.  21,  22.  Thefe  fupponilig  hopes,  the  Lord 
fees  neceffary  to  encourage  indi;i(lry  in  the  afe  of  means  :  it  is 
hope  that  fets  all  the  world  awork  :  if  all  hope  were  cut  ofi^  e- 
Very  foul  would  fit  down  in  a  fullen  defpair,  yielding  itfelf  far 
bell. 

Lejffoa  6.  Sb&thly,  The  Lotd  teaches  thofe  that  came  tn  Cbri^t 
that  there  is  a  fuhiefs  of  faving  p&wep  in  him^  'whereby  any 
fouly  that  duly  receives  him^  may  be  perfectly  deHtiered  fr&a, 
aUitsjin  and nUfery,  Heb.  vii.  25.  Col.  i,  19.  Mat.  xxviii.  i8. 
This  is  a  great  and  neceffary.  point,  for  every  believer  to  learn 
and  bear  fpom  the  Father ;  for  uniefs  the  foul  be  fatisfied  of  the 
fulnefe  of  ChrifV's  faving  power,  it  will  never  move  forwards  K> 
waids  him  :  and  herein  aifo  the  goodnefs  of  God  is  moil  fweetlf, 
and  feafonably  manifeiled;  for,  at  this^time,  it  is  the  great  de> 
fign  of  Satan,  to  £11  .the  foul  with  defpairing  thoughts  of  a  par* 
don ;  l^u^  all  tboie  black,  aod  heart-finking  thoughts^  wtSk 
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fcefofti  thfe  difeovcry  of  Chrift's  aJlifufficicncy.  Now' the  fin-fjcfc 
fodl  faith  ivith  that  woman,  Mat.  ix.  ai-  "  If  I  may  but  touch 
**  the  hem  of  his  garment,  I  (hall  be  healed :"  How  deep  foevef 
ilie  guilt  and  fhui  of  fib  be,  yet  the  foul  which  acknowledges 
thc^  infintce  dignity  of  the  blood  ofChritV,  ^the  offering  it  up  td 
6od  in  our  room,  and  God's  declared  fetisfa^ion  in  it,  muft 
needs  be  fatisfied  that  Chrift  is  **  able  to  fave,  to  the  uttermo(!» 
5*  aH  that  come  unto  God  by  him ;"  which  is  the  fixth  kflba 
belieVers  are  taught  of  God. 

^LeJpmT.  Seventhly,  JBv^ry  man  that  cometh  to^ChriJt  is  fatight 

if  Ood,  that  it  can  never  reap  any  benefit  by  the  blood  of  Chrift\ 

except  ye  have  union  with  the  perjbn  cf  Chrifi,  i  John  v.  i?. 

£pb.  iv.  \6.    Time  was,  when  men  fondly  thought  nothing 

tiras  decefl&ry  to  their  faiVatiop,  but  the  d^th  of  ChriO;  but 

How  the  Lord  (hews  them  that  their  union  with  Chrift  by  faith,' 

a  as  neceflary  in  the  place  of  an  applying  caufe^  as  ihc^th  of 

Chrift  is,  in  the  place  of  a  meritoirious,  caufe :  The  purchaft  of 

ftlvation  is  an  afl  of  Chrift  without  us ^  whilft  We  are  yet  An* 

ficrs  J  the  appRcation  thereof,  is  by  a  work  wrought  wi/ Am  w/, 

when  we  are  believers,  Gof.  i.  27.    In  the  purchaie,  all  the  e<i 

left  are  redeemed  together,  by  way  of  price :  In  the  applicati- 

M,  they  are  aiftually  redeemed,  eachperfon,  by  way  of  power; 

Look,  as  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam  could  never  hurt  us,  un'left 

he  had  been  our  head,  by  way  of  generation ;  fo  the  nghteouf^ 

liefs  of  Chrift  can  never  bencftt  us,  unlefs  he  be  our  head,  by 

Way  of  regetferatidn.    In  teaching  this  kflan,  the  Lord,  in  mer^ 

cy,  unteacbes  and  blots  out  that  dangerous  principle,  by  which 

the  greateflt  part  ef  the  Chriftianhced  world  doperilb,  viz,  that 

the  death  ofXhrift  is,  in  itfetf,  effedual  to  falvatioo,  though  a 

n^D  be  never  regenerated,  or  united  to  him  by  fiving  faith. 

Lejfon.  8.  Eighthly,  God  teaches  tbef^,  whom  he  is  bringing 

J     to  Chrifit  that  whatever  is  necejfary  to  be  wrought  in  us^  or  dme 

by  us^  in  order  to  our  union  with  Chrift ^  is  to  be  obtainid  front 

;    him  in  the  way  of  prayer^  E^k.-xxxvi.  37.     Atid  it  is  obferV* 

\.  Iibl6,  that  the  foul  no  fooner  comes  under  the  tflScAuai  teachings 

,1    of  Gody  but  the  Spirit  of  prayer  begins  to  teeath  in  it,  A&s  ix. 

1'   g.  *•  Bcjhold,  he  prayeth:"  Thofc  that  were  tavgfit  to  pray  by 

j[   oieo  before,  are  now  taught  of  the  Lord  to  pray :  t0ji»iy  did  t 

L  Uj  t  jesi^  and  to  pfay  fervently  too,  as  men  coDoemcd  for  their 

J  eternal  happiftefs ;  to  pray  not  only  with  others,  but  to  |>our 

out  their  fouts  before  the  Lord  in  fecret :  for  their  hearts  are  as 

bottles  full  of  new  wine,  which  muft  vent  or  break.    Now  the 

foul  returns  upon  its  God  often  in  the  fame  dsji  now  it  can 

Vot.II .      lii 
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cxprefs  Its  burdens,  and  wants,  in  words  and  groans  which  the 
Spirit  tcacheth  :  They  pray,  and  will  not  give  over  praying,  tift 
Chrift  come  with  complete  falvation. 

Leffon  9.  Ninthly,  All  that  came  to  Chrift^  are  taught  rfGod, 
to  abandon  their  former  waySf  and  companions  injin^  as  ever  they 
txpeU  to  he  received  unto  mercy ^  Ifa.  Iv.  7.  2  Cor.  v.  17.  Sins 
that  were  profitable,  and  pleafant,  that  were  as  the  right  hand, 
and  right  eye,  muft  now  be  cut  off.  Gompanioos  in  fio,  wha 
were  once  the  delight  of  their  lives  muft  now  be  caft  off.  Chrift 
faith  to  the  foul  concerning  there,  as  he  faid  in  another  cafe, 
John  xviii.  8.  "  If  theref3re  ye  feek  me,  let  thefe  go  their  way:** 
>\nd  the  foul  faith  tinto  Chrift,  as  it  is,  Pfal.  cxix-  115."  De- 
*'  part  from  me  ye  evil-doers,  for  I  will  keep  the  command* 
«*  ments  of  my  God:'*  And  now  pleafant  fins,  and  companions 
in  fin,  become  the  very  burden,  and  (hame  of  a  man's  (bnl : 
Obje^s  of  delight  are  become  pbjeAs  of  pity  and  compa/Gon : 
No  endearments,  no  union  of  blood,  no  earthly  intereils  what- 
foever,  are  fodnd  ftrong  enough  to  hold  the  foul  any  longer 
from  Chrift :  Nothing  but  the  cffedlual  teachings  of  God,  arc 
found  fufScient  to  diffolve  fuch  bonds  of  iniquity  as  thefe. 

Lejfon  10*  Tenthly,  AH  that  come  unto  Chrift  are  taught  of 
God,  that  there  is  fuch  a  heauty  and  excellency  in  the  ways 
and  people  of  Gody  as  is  not  to  he  equalled  in  the  ivhole  world, 
Pfal.  xvi.  3.  When  the  eyes  of  ftrangers  to  Chrift  begin  to  be 
opened,  and  enlightened  in  his  knowledge,  you  may  fee  what 
a  change  of  judgment  is  wrought  in  them,  with  refpcft  to  the 
people  of  God :  and  towards  them  efpecially,  whom  God  hadi 
any  way  made  inftrumental  for  the  good  of  their  fouls.  Cant  v* 
9.  they  then  called  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  "  the  faire ^  among. wo- 
•*  men."  The  convincing  hdinefs  of  the  bride  then  began  to 
enamour  and  zffc&  thrm,  with  a  defire  of  nearer  conjnndioa 
and  communion  :  We  will  feek  him  with  thee ;  with  thee^  that 
haft  fa  charged  us  ;  that  haft  taken  fo  much  pains  for  the  good 
ofourfbnls:  now,  and  never  before,  the  righteous  appeareth 
more  excellent  than  his  neighbour.  Change  of  heart  is  always 
accompanied  with  change  of  judgment,  with  refpe^^  to  the  peo- 
ple of  God :  thus  the  jaylor,  Afts  xvi.  33.  waihed  the  apoftie^ 
ftripes,  to  whom  he  had  been  fo  cruel  before.  The  godly  now 
fecm  to  be  the  glory  of  the  places  where  ihey  live;  and  the 
glory  of  any  place  feems  to  be  darkned  by  their  removal ;  as 
one  faid  of  holy  Mr.  Barrington,  **  Methinks  the  town  is  not  at 
"  home,  when  Mr.  Barrington  is  out  of  town."  They  efteem 
it  a  choice  mercy  to  be  in  their  company  and  acquaintance ; 
Zcch.  viii.  23.  **  We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that 
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**  God  is  wijh  yoo."  No  people  like  the  people  of  God  now ; 
as  one  faid^  when  he  heard  of  two  faithful  friends,  Utinam  ter'» 
,  tius  ejfem!  O  that  I  might  make  the  third  J  Whatever  vile  or 
low  thoughts  they  had  of  the  people  of  God  before.,  to  be  fure 
sow  they  are  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  in  whom  is  all  their, 
delight :  the  holinefs  of  the  faints  might  have  (bme  intereft  ia 
€heir  coafciences  before,  but  they  never  had  fuch  an  intereft  ia 
their  eAimations  and  afPeftions,  till  this  leilbn  was  taught  them 
by  the  Father. 

Lejfon  1 1.  Eleventhly,  Jll  that  come  to  Chrifl  are  taught  of 
Co(i,  that  whatever  difficukies  they  apprehend  in  religion^  yet 
they  tmft  not,  upon  pain  of  damnation^  be  difcouraged  thereby^ 
or  return  again  tofin^  Liike  ix.  62.  ^*  No  man  having  put  his 
**  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom 
*^  of  God."  Ploughing-work  is  hard  work;  aftrongand  fteady 
hand  is  required  for  it :  he  that  ploughs,  muft  keep  on,  and 
make  no  balks  of  the  hardeft  and  tougheft  ground  he  meets  with. 
•Religion  alfo  is  the  running  of  a  race,  i  Cor.  ix.  24. ;  there  is 
CO  ftanding  ftill,  much  lefs  turning  back,  if  ever  we  hope  to 
win  the  prize. 

The  devil,  indeed,  labours  every  way  to  difcourage  and  daunt 
the  foul,  by  reprefenting  the  infupcrabic  difficulties  of  religion 
CO  it ;  and  young  beginners  are  b^t  too  apt  to  be  difcouraged, 
and  fall  under  defpondency ;  but  the  teachings  of  the  Father 
are  encouraging  teachings  ;  they  are  Carried  on  from  flrength  tQ 
Xlrength  againft  %[\  the  oppofitions  they  meet^with  from  with- 
out them,  and  the  many  difcouragements  they  find  within  them^ 
To  this  conclufion  they  are  brought  by  the  teaching  of  God, 
JVemuft  have  Chrift,  we  muft  get  a  pardon^  we  muft  ftrive  for 
/alvation,  let  the  difficulties,  troubles,  ahd  fafferings  in  the  way 
he  never  fo  great  or  many.  As  he  faid,  Neceffe  eft  ut  earn,  non 
ut  vivartjL ;  it  is  neceffary  that  I  go  on^  it  is  not  neceflary  that 
1  live  :,So  faith  the  foul  that  is  taught  of  God ;  it  is eafier  for 
me  to  difpenfe  with  eafe,  honour,  relations,  yea,  with  life  itfelf, 
than  to  part  with  Chrift,  and  the  hopes  of  eternal  life. 

Leffon  12.  Twelfthly,  They  that  come  to  Ckrift,  are  taught 
tf  Cod,  that  whatever  guilt  and  unworthinefs  they  difcover  in 
themfelves,  and  whatever  fears  and  doubts  are  upon  their  hearts ^ 
as  to  pardon  and  acceptance  ;  yet,\as  the  cafe  ftands,  it  is  their 
'mifdom  and  great  inter  eft,  to  venture  themfelves  in  the  way  of 
faith,  upon  Jefus  Chrift,  whatever  the  ijfue  thereof  be. 

Three  great  difcouragmcnts  are  ufually  found  upon  the  hcarjS 
of  thofe  that  come  to  Chrift  in  the  way  of  faith. 

Iii;» 
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•  Firfi^  The  lenfible  grealncfs  of  guilt  and  fill;  HoW  dft  I  ^ 
to  Chnft  that  am  in  fach  a  cafe,  that  have  been  (b  vDe  a  wretebl 
And  here  meafurlng  the  grace  and  merqr  of  ChriO)  by  what  it 
finds  in  itfelf,  or  in  other  creatures,  i  Sam^.  xxiv.  19.  the  fed 
b  ready  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  its  owndifcdoraging^  M 
toiigimg  thoughts* 

SfconJiy,  The  fenCe  they  bate  of  their  own  weaknefi,  atrf 
inability  to  do  what  God  requires,  and  inuft  of  ncceffi^-lJi 
done,  if  ever  they  be  faved.  My  heart  is  harder  -Ihan  aa  a(bi 
mant,  how  can  I  break  it  ?  My  will  is  ftubborn,  and  e3CGe$£og 
obRinate,  I  am  no  way  able  to  bow  it;  the  franieand  tea^ 
of  my  fpirit  is  altogether  tartial,  and  earthly  ;.  ^nd  it  is-wr  ii 
the  power  of  my  hand  to' alter  and  chiinge  it*;  idas!  Icaoodt 
fubdue  any  one  corruption,  nor  perfoflti  <^ne  fpirkual  diity,  sdf 
^ear  one  of  thofe  fufferings  and  burdens,  which  religbo  h\^ 
upon  all  that  follow  Chrift:  this  alfo  proves  a  grek  dilcoong^ 
ment  in  the  way  of  faith.  ,  i 

Thirdly,  And,  which  is  more  than  all,  the  foul  that  }s  comiog 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  hath  no  aflurance  of  acceptance  with  hi»,  if* 
i^ould  adventure  itfelf  upon  him  :  it  is  a  great  hazard,  a  gFOt 
adventure ;  it  is  much  more  probable,  if  I  look  to  myfelf,  thtf 
Chrift'  will  (hut  the  door  of  mercy  againft  ine. 

Biit  under  all  thefe  difconragements  the  foul  learns  this  let 
fon  from  God,  That,  as  ungodly  as  it  is,  neverthelcfs  it  is  every 
tray  its  great  duty  and  concernmei^t  to  go  on  in  the  wayrf 
faith,  and  make  that  great  adventure  of  itfelf  upon  Jefus  Chrift <' 
land  of  this  the  Lord  convinceth  the  foul  by  two  things,  wi. 

1.  From  the  abifolute  necefiity  of  coming. 

2.  From  the  encouraging  probabilities  of  fpeedlng. 

Firft^  The  foul  fceth  an  abfolute  ncceffity  of  coming :  n^t 
lity  is  laid  upon  it,  there  is  no  other  way,  Afts  iv.  12.  God  ha* 
ihut  it  up  by  a  blefled  neceflity  to  this  only  door  of  efcapc,  Gal. 
iii.  23.  Damnation  lies  in  the  negleft  of  Chrift,  Heb.  ii.  3.  The 
foul  hath  no  choice  in  this  cafe ;  angels,  minifters,  duties,  rep^- 
tance,  reformation  cannot  fave  me ;  Chrift/ and  none  but  Cbrifl 
can  deliver  me  from  prefent  guilt,  and  the  wrath  to  come.  Why 
do  I  difpute,  demur,  delay,  when  certain  ruin  muft  inevitably 
follow  the  negleft  or  refnfal  of  gofpel-offcrs  ? 

Secondly,  The  Lord  fti^weth  thofe  that  ar6  und^his  teach- 
ing, the  probabilities  of  mercy,  for  their  encouragement  10  the 
vr^y  of  believing.  And  thefe  probabilities  the  foul  is  eoabW 
to  gather  from  the  general  and  free  invitations  of  the  gofpel,  !&• 
Iv.  f,  7.  Rev.  xxii.  17.  from  the  conditienaiptomifes  V  tw 
gofpel,  John  vL  37.  Matbrxi.  28.  Ifa,  i.  18.^  from  the  vaftex- 
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lO^t  oC.gfacc.  bcfpnd  all  the  tkooghi^  and  hope$  of  thecrea- 
tores,  lia.  Iv.  8,  ^  Hcb.  in.  25.  firom  the  cDcoaragii^  exam* 
pies  .of  other  ikinqs,  who  have  found  mcrqf  in  as  bad  a  amdi- 
IkKi  ^^  thc^j  J  .Tiin.  L  13.  2  Cbioo.  xxxiii.  3.  2  Cor.  vf.  10,  i  u 
from  t^  cof&inaiid  of  God,  which  warrants  the  aAion,  and 
{Mfwers  all  the  objedions  of  nnworthineis  and  firefumptiQD  in 
li^m,fim  qo^  to  Chiift,  i  John  iii.  23.  and  Iaflly»  from  the 
ieniible  changes  already  made  upon  the  temper  and  frame  of  the 
heart.  Time  was,  when  I  had  no  fenle  of  fin,  nor  ibrrow  for 
fia  ;  90  defire  after  Chrift,  oor  heart  to  duties.  Bat  it  is  noc 
fi>  with  me  opw  ;  I  now  tsc  the  e?il  of  fin  ;  fo  as  1  never  law 
it.  berfiife ;.  my  heart  is  now  broken  in  the  fenfe'  of  that  evil ; 
pj^y  defires  b^in  10  bfs  inflamed  after  Jefiis  Chrift ;  I  am  not  at 
fieft,  nor  whjcre  I  would  be^  till  I  am  in  fecret  mourning  after  the 
Lord  Jefus ;  forely  thefe  are  the  dawnings  of  the  day  of  mercy ; 
J<;t|Be  go  on  in  this  way*  It  iaith,  as  the  lepers  at  the  fiege  of 
SfUHaria,  2  Kings  vii.  3,  4,  *'  If  I  ftay  here,  I  periOi  :**  If  I  go 
.to^Cbri^,  lean  but  peri(h»  Hence  believers  bear  up  againft  all 
fibjeOtoi  dticQurs^ements,  cerium  e^tium  ammut$vms  incertos 
it  is  the  dilate  of  wifdom,  the  vote  of  reaibn,  to  exchange  a  cer* 
j^in  for  an  uncertain  ruin.  And  thus  you  have  here  what  thoie 
excellent  ieflbns  are,  which  all  that  come  to  Chrift  are  taught 
by  the  Father. 
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JOBM  vL  45*  //  if  written  in  the  Prophets^  Ani  theyJbaUhe 
aO  taught  cfGod.  Every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard^  and 
hath  learned  efthe  Father^  cometh  unto  me. 

IN   the  former  fermon,   you  have  been  taught   this  great 
truth ; 
Doft.  Tliat  the  teachings  of  God  are  abfolutefy  necejfary  to  <« 

very  fiml  that  cometh  unto  Chrift  ^  in  the  way  of  faith. 
What  the  teachings  of  God  import,  hath  been  formerly  o- 
pened  ;  and  what  thofe  fpedal  leflbns  are,  which  all  believers 
hear  and  learn  of  the  Father,  was  the  laft  thing  dlfcourfed  t 
sh^t  which  remains  to  be  further  cleared  about  this  fubjeft,  be* 
fore  I  come  to  the  application  of  the  whole*  will  be  to  fiiew  you, 

1.  What  are  the  properties  of  divine  teachings. 

2.  What  influence  they  have  in  bringing  fouls  to  Chrift. 
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3.  Why  it  is  impoiGble  for  any  man  to  come  to  C3irift  Vith* 
cot  thefe  teachings  of  the  Father. 

f/Vyf,  What  are  the  properties  of  divine  teachings?  Con- 
cerning the  teachings  of  God,  we  affirm  in  general,  that,  though 
they  exclude  not,  yet  they  vafUy  differ  from  all  human  teach* 
ings :  as  the  power  of  God  in  effefting  tranfcends  all  human 
power,  (6  the  wifdom  of  God  in  teaching,  tranfcends  all  homaa 
wifdom.    For, 

1.  God  teacheth  powerfully ;  he  fpeaketh  to  the  Ibul  with  a 
firoog  hand ;  when  the  word  cOmeth  accompanied  with  the  Spi* 
rit,  it  is  **  mighty  through  God,  to  caft  down  all  imagioatioos,** 
a  Cor.  X.  4.  Now  the  gofpel  ^'  comes  xiot  in  word  only,  (as 
*•  it  was  wont  to  do),  but  in  power,"  i  Thefi  it  4,  5.  a  power 
that  makes  the  foul  fall  down  before  it,  and  acknowledge  that 
God  is  in  that  word,  i  Cor.  xiv.  25. 

2.  The  teachings  of  God  are  fweet  teachings.  Men  never 
reliih  the  fweetnels  of  a  truth,  till  they  learn  it  from  God,  Cant, 
i.  y  ^'  His  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth."  Cant.  v.  16. 
••  His  mouth  is  moft  fweet."  O  how  powerfully  aod  how 
fwcetly  doth  the  voice  of  God  Aide  into  the  hearts  of  poor  melt- 
ing finners  !  how  jejune,  dry,  and  taftelefs  are  the  difcoarfes  of 
men,  compared  with  the  teachings  of  the  Father  ! 

3.  God  teacheth  plainly  and  dearly :  He  not  only  opens  traths 
to  the  uoderllanding,  but  he  open^th  the  underAanding  alfe 
to  perceive  them,  2  Cor.  iii.  16.  In  that  day  the  vail  is  taken  a- 
way  from  the  heart ;  a  light  (hineth  into  the  foul ;  a  clear  beam 
from  heaven  is  darted  into  the  mind,  Luke  xxiv.  45.  Divine 
teachings  are  fully  fatisfying  ;  the  foul  doubts  no  more,  fiaggets 
and  hefitates  no  more,  butacquiefcesin  that  which  God  teaches; 
ic  is  (b  fatisfied,  that  it  can  venture  all  upon  the  truth  of  what 
i  hath  learned  from  God ;  as  that  martyr  faid,  /cannot  difpute^ 
but  I  can  diefrr  Chrtft.    See  Prov.  viii.  8,  9. 

Fourthly,  The  teachings  of  God  are  infallible  teachings.  The 
wifeft  and  holieft  of  men  may  mifiake,  and  lead  others  into  the 
fame  mi/lakes  with  themfelves ;  but  it  is  not  fo  in  the  teachings 
of  God.  If  we  can  be  fure  that  God  teacheth  us,  we  may  be  as 
fure  of  the  truth  of  what  he  teacheth  ;  for  his  Spirit  guidtth  ui 
into  alt  truths  John  xvi.  13.  and  into  nothing  but  truth. 

Fifthly,  The  teachings  of  God  are  abiding  teachings  ,-  th^ 
make  everlafting  imprcilions  upon  the  foul,  Pfal.  cxix.  98.  they 
are  ever  with  it :  The  words  of  men  vanifti  from  us ;  but  the 
words  of  God  abide  by  ns  :  what  God  teacheth,  he  writeth  upon 
the  heart,  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  and  that  will  abide ;  Uterafcripta  manet. 
*Tis  ufual  with  fouls,  whofe  undernandlngs  have  been  opened 
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by  the  Lord,  many  years  afterward  to  fay,  I  (hall  never  forget 
fuch  a  fcripture  that  once  convinced,  fuch  a  promife  that  once 
eacouraged  mc. 

Sixthly^  The  teachings  of  God  zxtfavifig  teachings:  they 
maHe  the  ^ul  wife  unto  falvation,  2  Tim.  iii,  15.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  other  knowledge  that  goes  to  hell  with  men :  The 
patement  of  hell  (as  one  fpeaks)  is  pitched  with  the  fkulls  of  ma- 
ny gJ'cat  fcholarSt  but  eternal  life  is  in  the  teachings  of  God, 
John  xvii,  3,  "  This  is  eternal  life,  to  know  thee  the  only  true 
•*  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  thou  haft  fent."  This  is  de- 
fervcdly  ftiled  the  light  of  this  life,  John  viii.  12.  "  In  this  light 
•*  we  fliall  fee  light,"  Pfal.  xxxvi.  9. 

Seventhly^  The  teachings  of  God  make  their  own  way  into 
the  dulleft,  and  weakeft  capacities,  Ifa.  xxxii.  4.  •*  The  heart  al- 
•*  fo  of  the  ra(h  (hall  underftand  knowledge,  and  the  tongue  of 
**  the  ftammerers  fliall  be  ready  to  fpeak  plainly :"  Upon  this 
account  Chrift  faid.  Mat.  xi.  25.  "  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord 
,  **  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefc  things  from 
**  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes :" 
'Ti^  admirable  to  fee  what  clear  illuminations  fome  poor  illite- 
rate Chriftians  have  in  the  myfteries  of  Chrift  and  falvation,  which 
others,  of  great  abilities,  deep  and  fearching  heads,  can  never 
difcoVi^r  with  all  their  learning  and  ftudy. 

Eightfy^To  conclude.  The  teachings  of  God  zrc  transforming 
teachings f  2"Ggf.  iii.  18.  they  change  the  IbuMnto  the  fame  i- 
mage  :  God  cafts  them,  whom  he  teacheth,  into  the  very  mould 
of  thofe  truths  which  they  learn  from  him,  Rom.  vi.  17.  Thefe 
are  the  teachings  of  God,  and  thus  he  inftruAeth  thofe  that  come 
to  Chrift. 

Secondly,  Next  let  us  fee  what  influence  divine  teachings 
have  upon  fonts,  in  bringing  them  to  Chrift ;  and  we  fliall  find 
a  three-fold  ioftuence  in  them. 

1.  They  have  an  influence  upon  the  external  m^^ni',  by  which 
they  come  to  Chrift. 

2.  They  have  an  influence  upon  the  mind,  to  remove  what 
hindred  it  from  Chrift. 

3.  They  have  an  influence  upon  the  will,  to  allure  and  diaw 
it  to  Chrift. 

Firft,  They  have  up  influence  upon  the  means,  by  which  wc 
come  to  Chrift :  the  b^  ordinances  are  but  a  dead  letter  except 
the  Spirit,  the  teaching  ajid  quickening  Spirit  of  God,  work  ia 
feljowftiip  with  them,  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  The  beft  minifters,  like  the 
dtfi:iples,  caft  forth  the  net,  but  take  nothing,  win  not  one  ibul 
to  God,  till  God  teach  as  wcU  as  they.    Paul  is  nothing,  ^d  A\ 


432  The  Method  <f  Grace.  Serm.  XXTI£ 

polios  notWng,  but  God  that  pvcth  the  iiicrcafe,  i  Cor.  in.  7. 
1-et  the  moft  learned,  eloquent,  and  powerful  orator  be  in  the 
pulpit,  yet  no  man's  heart  is  perfuaded,  till  it  hears  th€  Toice  of 
God ;  Cathedrdm  in  coeiit  hahet,  qui  corda  docet. 

Secondly,  They  have  iuinence  upon  the  riiihd,  to  remove 
what  hlndred  it  from  ChrifY.  Except  the  minds  of  men  be 
firff  untaught  thofe  errors,  by  which  they  ard  prejudiced  againft 
ChrlA,  they  will  never  be  perfuaded  to  come  unto  him  ;  anj 
nothing  but  the  Father's  teachings  can  nnteach  thofe  errors^ 
and  cure  thofe  evils  of  the  mind.  The  natural  mind  of  mad 
flights  the  truths  of  God,  until  God  teach  them ;  and  thed 
they  tremble  with, an  awful  reverence  of  them.  Sin  is  but  a 
trifle,  till  God  (hews  us  the  face  of  it  in  the  glafs  of  the  law, 
and  then  it  appears  exceeding  Jinful,  Roto.  vii.  13.  We  thinl^ 
God  to  be  luch  a  one  as  ourfelvcs,  Pfal.  1.  21.  until  h?  difco- 
Ver  himfetf  unto  us  in  his  infinite  greatnefs,  awful  Kollnds,  and 
ftvere  juftice  ;  an(l  then  we  cry,  who  can  ftand  before  this 
gre^t  and  dreadful  God  !  We  thought  it  was  time  endugh  hA-e- 
after,  to  mind  the  concernments  of  another  world,  until  the 
Lord  open  our  eyes,  to  (ee  in  what  danger  we  ftand  upon  the 
very  brink  of  eternity ;  and  then  nothing  alarms  us  more,  than 
the  fears  that  our  time  will  be  finiftied  before  the  great  work  of 
Salvation  be  finifhed.  We  thought  ourfelves  in  a  converted  ftatd 
before,  till  God  made  us  to  lee  the  ncceffity  of  another  manner 
of  converfation,  upon  pain  of  eternal  damnation.  W"e  readily 
caught  hold  upon  the  prorriifcs  before,  whett  we  had  no  right  to 
fhem ;  but  the  teachings  of  God  make  the  prefumptuous  finned 
let  go  his  hold,  thit  he  may  take  a  better  and  furer  hold  of  them 
in  ChrilK  We  once  thought  that  the  death  of  Chrift,  in  itfclf, 
had  been  enoiigh  to  fecure  our  felvation  ;  but  under  the  teach- 
ings of  God,  we  difcern  plainly  the  neceffity  of  a  change  of  heart 
and  ftate ;  or  elfe  the  blood  of  Ghrift  can  never  profit  us.  Thus 
the  teachings  of  God  remove  the  errors  of  the  mind^  by  which 
men  are  with-held  from  Chrift. 

Thirdly,  The  teachings  of  God  powerfully  attraft,  and  allure 
the  will  of  a  fmner  to  Chrift,  HbH  ii.  14.  But  ofthefe  drawings 
of  the  father  I  have  largely  fpoken  beforehand  therefore  fliall 
fay  no  more  of  it  in  this  place,  but  haften  to  the  laft  thiug  pro< 
pounded,  viz. 

Thirdly,  Why  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  come  to  Chriff, 
without  the  Father's  teachings  ;  and  the  iropoiEbiliiies  hererf 
will  appear  three  ways. 

I.  From  the  power  of  fin. 
'  2.  From  the  indlfpofiiioa  of  man. 
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3.  From  the  fiatnfe  of  faith. 

By  all  which,  the  laft  point  cl<?figned  t&  be  fpoken  to  from  this 
fcripture»  wlH  be  fully  cleared,  and  the  whole  prepared  for  ap* 
plicatioQw 

Firfi^  the  iflftpoflibility  of  coining  to  Cbrift  without  the  teach- 
ings of  the  father,  will  appear  from  the  povVer  of  fin,  which  hath 
ib  llroDg  An  holdfad  upon  the  hearts,  and  afFeflions  of  all  uart- 
geoerate  men,  that  no  human  arguments^  or  perfuafions  whatfo- 
€ver,  can  divorce  or  feparate  them  ;  for, 

Firjlf  Sin  is  condatural  v'ith  the  foul,  'tis  bom  and  bred  with 
ft  mm  ;  P/al.  11.  4*  Ifa.  j&lviii.  3,  It  is  as  natural  for  fallen  man 
to  fin,  ds  it  is  to  breathe* 

Secondly t  Th^  power  of  fin  hath  been  ftrengthening'itfelf  froih 
ihe  beginning,  by  a  long  continued  cufton),  which  gives  it  the 
force  of  a  fccond  nature,  and  makes  regeneration  and  mortiHcati- 
ou  naturally  impoflible,  Jcr.  xV.  23*  **  Can  the  Ethiopian  change 
**  his  (kin,  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  i  Then  may  he  alfo  do  good 
**  that  is  accuftomed  to  do  evil." 

Thirdly t  Sin  is  the  delight  of  the  (Inner »  *•  it  is  a  fport  to  z 
■*  fool  to  do  mifchkf,'*  PrOv.  x.  23.  Carnal  ftien  have  no  other 
pleafure  in  this  world,  but,  what  arifes  from  their  lufts  ;  to  cue 
off  their  corruptions  by  mortification,  were  at  once  to  deprWfe 
them  of  all  the  pleafure  of  their  lives. 

Fourthly^  Sin  being  connatural,  cuftomary,  and  delightful, 
doth  therefore  bewitch  their  afFcftions,  and  inchant  their  hearts, 
to  that  degree  of  madnefs  and  fafcination,  that  they  rather  chufe 
damnation  by  God,  than  feparation  from  fin  :  *'  Their  hearts 
**  are  fully  (et  in  them  to  do  evil,"  Ecclef,  viii.  11.  they  ru(h 
into  Jirt,  as  the  **horfc  rufheth  into  the  battle,"  Jer.  viii.  & 
And  now,  what,  think  you,  can  (epariite  a  man  from  his  beloved 
luft,  except  the  powerful  and  efFeftual  teachings  of  God  ?  No- 
thing but'a  light  from  heaven  can  reftify,  and  reduce  the  in- 
chanied  mind ;  no  power,  but  that  of  God,  can  change  and  al- 
ter the  (inful  bent,  and  inclination  of  the  will ;  'tis  a  talk  abovQ 
all  the  power  of  the  creature. 

Secondly^  The  impd/Tibility  of  coming  to  Chrifl,  without  the 
Father's  teachings,  evidently  appears  frooi  the  indifpofidnefs  of 
man,  the  fubjeft  of  this  change :  "  The  natural  man  receives  not 
•*  the  things  which  ^re  of  God,"  I  Cor.  ii.  14.  Three  things 
mo  ft  be  wrought  upon  man,  before  he  can  come  to  Chrift :  hii 
blind  underftanding  mud  be  enlightned  ;  bis  bard  and  rocky 
heart  muft  be  broken,  and  melted ;  his  ftifF,  fixed,  and  obflinat^ 
will  mnft  be  Conquered  aftd  fubdaed :  but  all  thefe  are  efie£la 
Vol.  II.  K  k  k 
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of  a  fapernatural  power,    ^he  lUumiDatlon  of  the  miad  is  the 
peculiar  work  of  God,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Rev.  iii.  17.  Eph.  v.  8. 
The  breaking  and  melting  of  the  heart  is  the  Lord's  own  work  ; 
'ti5  he  that  giveth  repentance,  Afts  v.  31.     'Tis  the  Lord  that 
"  takes  away  the  heart  of  ftonc,  and  giveth  an  heart  of  fleCh," 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.     *Tis  he  that  pourcth  out  the  fpirii  of  contri- 
tloQ  upon  man,  Zech.  xii.  19.     The  changing  of  the   natural 
bent,  and  inclination  of  the  will,  is  the  Lord's  fole  prerogative, 
Phil.  ii.  13.     All  thefe  tilings  are  efFeftually  done  in  the  foul  of 
man,  when  God  tcacheth  it,  and  never  till  then. 
.    Thirdly^  The  nature  of  faith,  by  which  we  come  to  Chrift, 
plainly  (hews  the  impoflibility  of  coming  without  the  Father's 
teaching.     Every  thing  in  faith  is  fupernatural ;  the  implanta- 
tion of  the  habit  of  faith  is  fo,  Eph.  ii.  ^.     'Tis  not  of  ourfelves, 
but  the  gift  of  God  ;  'tis  not  an  habit  acquiredby  in<iuftry,but 
infufed  by  grace,  Phil.  i.  29.     The  light  of  faith,  by  which  i/a* 
ritual  things  are  difcerned,  is  fupernatural ;  Heb  xi.  i,  27.     It 
fecth  things  that  are  invifible.     The  adventures  of  faith  arc  fu- 
pernatural; for  ".  agaiuft  hope,  a  man  believethivt  hope,  giving 
**  glory  to  God,"  Rom.  iv.  18.     By  faith  a  man  goeth  unto 
Chrift,  againft  all  the  didVatcs,  and  difcouragements  of  naturd 
fenfe  and  reafon.     The  feffrdenial  of  faith  is  fupernatural ;  the. 
catting  off  the  right-hand,  and  plucking  out  of  right-eye-Cns, 
jnuft  needs  be  fo,  Mat.  v.  29.     Thtvi6lories  and  conquefts  rf 
faith  do' all  fpeak  it  to  be  fupernatural :  it  overcomes  the  ftrong- 
cft  oppofitions  from  without,  Heb.  xi.  33,  34.    It  fubdueih  and 
purgeth  the  moft  obftinate  and  deep-rooted  corruptions  within, 
iifts  xy.  9.    It  overcomcth  all  the  blandiihments,  and  charmiog 
allurements  of  the  bewitching  world,   i  John  v.  4.     All  whidi 
confidered,  how  evident  is  the  conclufion,  that  none  can  come 
to  Chri(l  without  the  Father's  teachings  ?  The  ufes  follow. 
Firft  ufefor  information. 
Infer.  .1 .  How  mtorioujly  falfe  and  abfurd  is  that  doHriney  luhicb 
aJJ'erteth  the  pojfibility  of  believing^ithout  the  efficacy  offuperna- 
tural  grace?  The  defire  of  felf-fufficiency  was  the 'ruin  of  A- 
dam,  and  the  concfeit  of  felf-fufficiency  is  the^ruin  of  multitudes 
of  his  pofterity.     This  doftrine  is  not  only  contradiftory  to  the 
current  flream  of  fcripture,  Phil.  ii.  13.  i  John  i.  13.  with  ma- 
ny other  fcriptures ;  but  it  is  alfo  contradiftory  to  the  commoa 
fenfe  and  experience  of  believers  :  yet  the  pride  of  nature  will 
firive  to  maintain  what  fcripture  and  experience  plainly  contra- 
dift  and  overthrow.  \  .  - 

..  Infer.  2,  Hence  we  may  alfo  inform  ourfelves^  h^w  it  coniethto 
pafs  that  many  rational,  wife  and  learned  men,  mifs  Chrifi  s  "whilft 
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tbejimple  and  illiteratei  even  babes  in  natural  knowledge ^  obtain 
inter  eft  in  him,  andfalvation  by  him.  The  reafon  hereof  is  plain- 
ly given  us  by  Chrift,  in  Mat.  xiii.  ii,  "  To  you  it  is  given  to 
**.  know  the  ibyftcries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to  them  it< 
**  is  not  given."  It  is  the  dropping  and  dews  of  divine  teaching ' 
upon  one,  and  not  upon  another,  that  drycth  up  the  green  tree'/ 
^id  mak^ih  th«  dry  tree  to  flourifli.  Many  natural  men  have 
very  fine  brains,  fearching  wits,  fofid  judgments,  nimble  fancies, 
tenacious  memories ;  they  can  fearch  out  the  myileries  of  nature, 
Iblve  the  phoenomend,  fatisfy  the  enquiries  of  the  moH;  curious  ; 
they  can  meafure  the  earth,  difcover  the  motions  of  the  heavens  : 
but  after  all  take  up  their  place  in  hell,  when,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  ftatutes  of  the  Lord  (by  the  help  of  his  teachings)  make  wife 
^hejimple,  Pfal.  xix.  17.  It  is  no  matter  how  dull  and  incapable 
the  fehoiar  be,  if  God  undertake  to  be  the  teacher.  I  remember, ' 
Auflin  fpeaks  of  one  who  was  commonly  reputed  a  fool,  and 
yet  he  could  not  but  judge  him  to  be  truly  godly,  and  that  by 
two  figns  of  grace  which. appeared  in  him ;  one  was,  his  feriouf- 
oeft  when  he  heard  any  difcourfes  of  Chrift  :  the  01  her  was,  his 
indignation  manifefted  againft  fin.  It  was  truly  faid  by  thofe 
two  Cardinals  (who,  riding  to  the  council  of  Conftance,  over- 
heard a'  poor  (hepherd  in  the  fields  with  tears  bewailing  his  fins) 
Surgent  indoSii  et  rapient  coe/um ;  The  unlearned  will  rife  and 
take  heaven,  whilft  we  with  all  our  learning  (hall  defcend  into 
hell. 

Infer.  3.  This  alfo  informs  us  of  the  true  reafon  of  the  ft  range 
and  various  fucceffes  of  the  gofpel  upon  the  fouls  of  men.  Here 
we  fee  why  the  miniflry  of  one  man  becomes  fruitful,  and  ano- 
ther's barren  ;  yea,  why  the  labours  of  the  fame  man  profper 
exceedingly  at  one  time,  and  not  at  another  ;  thefe  things  are 
according  as  the  teachings  of  God  do  accompany  our  teachings. 
We  often  fee  a  weaker  and  plainer  difcourfe  blefled  with  fuccefs," 
whilft  that  which  is  more  artificial,  neat  and  laboured,  comes 
to  nothing.  St.  Auflin  hath  a  pretty  fimilitude  to  illuftrate 
this ;  Suppofe,  faith  he,  two  conduits^  the  one  very  plain,  the  o- 
'  ther  curioufly  carved  and  adorned  with  images  of  lions,  eagles, 
^c.  the  water  doth  not  refrefh,  and  nourifh,  as  it  cometh  from 
fach  a  curious  conduit^  but  as  it  is  water.  Where  we  find  mofl 
of  man,. we  frequently  find  leaft  of  God.  I  fpeak  not  this  to 
encourage  carclefTnefs  and  lazinefs,  but  to  provoke  the  difpenfers 
of  the  gofpel  to  more  earn^nefs,  and  frequent  prayer  for  the 
afSflance,  and  bleffing  of  the  Spirit  upon  their  labours,  and  to 
make  msn  lefs  fond  of  their  own  gifts  and  abilities :  blear- 
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eyed  Leah  may  bear  childfeo,  when  beautiful  Racket  proyea 
barren. 

lofcr.  4.  Ltarn  hence  the  tranfcentUnt  excefbncjt  ^faving^fpU 
ritual  knowledge,  above  that  ivhicb  it  merely  literal  and  natura/n 
Oae  drop  of  knowledge  uugbt  by  God,  is  more  excellept,  than 
the  whole  ocean  of  human  knowledge,  and  acquired' gifts,  PbiL 
iti.  8.  John  xvit.  3.  i  Cor.  it.  2.  Let  no  man  therefore  be  dejeAed 
at  the  want  of  thofe  gifts,  with  which  uufanfHfied  men  are  a* 
dorned.  If  God  have  taught  thee  the  evil  of  fin,  thfe  worth  of 
Chrift,  the  neceflity  of  regeneration,  therayfteryof  faith,  the  way 
of  communion  with  God  in  duties  ;  trouble  not  thyfelf  becaiife 
of  thine  igborauce  in  oatural,'or  moral  things:  thou  haft  that, 
reader,  which  will  bring  thee  to  heavea;  and  he  is  a  truly  wife 
man  that  knows  the  way  of  falvation,  though  he  be  igaoraot  and 
unfkilful  in  other  things :  thou  knoweA  thofe  things  which  all 
^  the  learned  do£^ors,  and  libraries  in  the  world  could  never  teach 
''  thee,  but  God  hath  revealed  them  to  thee ;  others  have  mare 
Jeiencey  thou  haft  tncxrc  favour  and  fweetneft  :  blefs  God,  and  be 
not  difcouraged^ 

Second  ufe for  examifzation* 

If  there  be  no  coming  to  Chrift  without  the  teadvingsof  die 
Father ;  then  it  greatly  concerns  us  to  examine  our  own  hearts^ 
whether  ever  we  have  been  under  the  faving  teachings  of  God, 
dnriog  the  many  years  we  have  fat  under  the  preaching  of  the 
goipel.  Let  not  the  queftion  be  miftaken,  I  do  not  ails  what 
books  you  have  read,  what  miniOers  yon  have  heard,  what 
ftock  of  natural,  or  Tpeculative  kdowlcdge  you  have  acquired ; 
but  the  queftlon  is,  whether  ever  God  {pake  to  your  hearts, 
and  hath  effe^ually  taught  you  fuchlefibns,  as  were  mentioned 
in  our  laft  difcourfe  ?  O  there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwixt  that 
notional,  fpeculative,  and  traditional  ki^owledge  which  man 
learneth  from  men,  and  that  fpiritual," operative,  and  transform- 
ing  knowledge  which  a  man  learneth  from  God.  U  yoa  a(k 
bow  the  teachings  of  God  may  be  difcerned,  from  all  other  mere 
human  teachings;  I  anfwer,  they  may  be  difcerned,  and  diftia* 
guiftied  by  thefe  fix /ign?. 

Sign  I.  7'be  teachings  cfG^dare  very  iumhling  to  ike/oulthat 
is  taught.  Human  knowledge  puSeth  up,  i  Cor.  viif«  i .  but 
the  teachings  of  God  do  greatly  abafc  the  foul,  Job  xHii  5.  ••  I 
**  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now  mioe 
**  eye  feeth  thee ;  wherefore  I  abhor  rayfelf,  and  repent  in  daft 
*^  and  aflaes  :"  the  fame  lii^ht  which  difcoyers  to  us  the  hoiinefs, 
juftice^  greatne&i  aud  goodnefs  of  God,  difcofere^h  alfo  the  vUe« 
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n^fs,  bafenafst  emptmefs,  and  total  unworthiaafs  of  men ;  yeat 
of  the  beft  aad  holieft  of  mco,  Ifa.  vi.  5.  -. 

8igQ  2.  Th»  teachings  (if  G$d  are  dteply  afeBing^  andimprfe* 
fivi  teaeUngs;  they  fully  reach  the  heirt  of  man,  Hpf.  ii. 
14.  **  Iwill  ^Uore  h^r,  aod  bring  her  into  the  wildernefs,  an4 
•*  fpeak  comfortably  unto  her:"  or,  as  it  is  in  the  Hebrew,  I 
will  fpeak  to  her  heart.  When  God  (heweth  unto  man  the  evil 
of  fin,  he  fo  convinceth  the  foul,  that  no  creature-comforts  h^v^ 
any  pleafure^  or  fweetnefs  in  them;  and  when  he  (heweth  un- 
to maa  his  righteoufnefs,  pardon,  and  peace  in  Chrif^,  %e  fo 
comforteth,  and  refrefheth  the  heart,  that  no  outward  afflifti- 
ons  have  any  weighty  or,bitternefs-in  them :  one  drop  of  con* 
fblation  from  heaven,  fweetens  a  fea  of  trouble  upon  earthy 
Pfal.  xciv.  19.  <' In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me^ 
•*  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul." 

Sign  3.  716^  teaehingi  af  God  are  fanBifying  and  renewing 
teachings  :  they  reform  and  change  the  heart,  Eph.  iy.  21,  ?2, 
23.  **  If  fo  be  that  you  have  heard  him,  and  been  taught  by 
•*  him,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus ;  that  ye  put  off  cojicerping 
**  the  former  convcrfation  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt,  ac- 
•*  cording  to  the  deceitful  lufis  ;  and  be  renewed  in  the  fpirlt 
**  of  your  mind,'*.^r.  See  here  what  hollnefs,  and  purity  is  the 
tStQ.  of  divine  teaching  I  Holinefs,  both  external  and  internal, 
oegative  andpofitive  :  holinefs  of  every  kind  follows  the  Father'$ 
teachings :  all  the  difcoveries  God  makes  to  us  of  himielf  in 
Chrift  have  an  affimilating  quality,  andchaoge  the  foul  into  their 
ownlikenefs,  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 

Sign  4,  M  God's  teachings  are  praEiicah  producing  obedience. 
Idle  notions  and  ufelefs  fpeculations  are  not  learned  from  God. 
As<5od's  creating  words>  fo  his  teaching  words  are  with  efFeft : 
as  when  he  faid,  •*  Let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light ;"  fo 
when  he  faith  to  the  foul,  Be  comforted,  be  humbled;  it  is 
effeftually  comforted,  Ifa  Ixvi.  13.  it  is  humbled,  Job:^!.  4,  5,' 
As  God  hath  in  nature  n^ade  no  creature  in  vain,  fo  he  fpeaks 
no  word  in  vain :  every  thing  which  men  hear,  or  learn  from  the 
'  Father,  is  for  ufe,  praftice,  add  benefit  to  the  foul. 

Sign  5.  Jll  the  teachings  of  God  are  agreeable  with  the  written 
noord:  The  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  word  of  God  do  never  jar, 
John  xiv.  26.  *'  He  (hall  take  of  mine,  and  (hCxW  it  unto  you.** 
When  God  fpcaketh  unto  the  heart  of  man,  whether  in  a  way 
©f  conviftion,  confolation,  or  inftruftidn  in  duty,  he  always 
either  maketh  ufe  of  the  exprefs  words  of  fcripture,  or  Ipeaks  ta 
the  heart  in  language  every  way  confentaneous  and  agreeable  to 
fciipture;  So  that  the  written  word  becomes  \he  ftandqrd  to 
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weigh,  and  try  all  dmac  teachiogs,  ifa.  viii.  20.  *\  To  the  law, 
*•  and  to  the  teftimoDy :  If  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this 
•*  word,  it  is  becaufc  there  18  no  light  (or  morning)  in  them.'* 
Whatever  is  difagreeing,  or  jarring  with  the  fcripture,  nanft  not 
pafs  for  an  infpiration  of  God,  but  a  deluding  fop^ifm,  and  In- 
finuation  pf  Satan. 

Sign  6.  The  teachings  of  Cod  are  very  fatirfying  teachings  to 
the  foul  of  man :  The  undcrftanding  faculty,  likeaflfia/,  is  en- 
lightened with  the  beams  of  divine  truth  fhining  upon  it :  this, 
no  nian's  teachings  can  do :  Men  can  only  teach  ohjeBivefy^  by 
propounding  truth  to  the  underllanding ;  but  they  cannot  en- 
lighten the  faculty  itfelf,  as  God  doth,   I  John  V.  20.  Hegiveih 
man  underftanding,  as  we|l  as  inflruAions,  to  be  underftood ; 
he  opens  the  eyes  of  the  under Aanding,  as  well  as  propoundeth 
the  objeft,  £ph.  i.  18.    And  thus  we  may  difcern  and  diAin-* 
guilh  the  teachings  of  God,  from  all  other  teachings. 
3.  Ufe  of  exhortation. 
The  laft  ufe  1  (hall  make  of  this  point,  (hall  be  a  word  o£ 
exhortation^  both  to  them  that  never  were  yet  efFeftually  taught 
of  God,  and  to  them  alfo  that  have  heard  his  voice,  and  are 
,  come  to  Chrift. 

Firfiy  To  thofe  that  never  yet  heard  the  voice  of  God  fpcak- 
ing  to  their  hearts ;  and  truly  this  is  the  general  cafe  of  moft 
men  and  women,  in  the  profeiling  world :  They  have  heard  the 
Ibund  of  the  gofpcl,  but  it  hath  been  a  confufed,  empty,  and 
ineffectual  found  in  their  ears  :  we  have  heard  the  voice  of  man, 
but  have  never  yet  heard  the  voice  of  God.  The  gifts  and 
abilities  of  preachers  have,  in  a  notional  and  mere  human  way, 
improved  their  underftandings,  and  fometiraes  (lightly  touched 
their.aflFciaions ;  All  this  is  but  the  effeft  of  man  upon  man.  0 
that  you  would  look  for  fpmething  which  is  beyond  all  this :  fa- 
tisfy  not  yourfelves  with  what  is  merely  natural,  and  human  in 
,  ordinances ;  come  to  the  word  with  higher  ends  and  more  fpiri- 
tual  defigns,  than  to  get  fome  notions  of  truth  which  you  had 
not  before,  or  to  judge  the  gifts  and  abilities  of  the  fpcaker :  If 
God  fpeak  not  to  your  hearts,  all  the  ordinances  in  the  world 
can  do  you  no  good,  i  Cor.  iii.  7,  O  remember  what  a  (b|em& 
and  awfnl  thing  it  is  to  come  to  thofe  ordinances,  and  attend  up* 
on  that  mininration,  in  and  by  which  the  eternal  decrees  of  hea- 
ven are  to  be  executed  upon  your  fouls,  which  muft  be  to  you 
the  "  (avonr  of  life  unto  life,  or  of  death  unto  death  :'*  Wreflle 
with  God,  by  prayer,  .for  a  bleffing  upon  the  ordinances.  Say, 
"Lord,  fpeak  thyfelf  to  my  heart,  let  me  hear  thy  voice,  and 
**  feel  thy  power  in  this  prayer,  or  in  this  fermon  :  Others  have 
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•*  heard  thy  voice,  caufc  me  to  hear  it :  It  had  been  much  bct- 
**  ter  for  me  if  1  had  never  heard  the  voice  of  preachers,  except 
«*  I  hear  thy  voice  ia  them." 

Secondly f  Let  all  'thofe  that  have  heard  the  voice  of  God,  and 
are  come  to  Chrifl:  in  the  virtue  of  his  teachings,  admire  the 
wonderful  condefcenfion  of  God  to  them.  O  that  God  (hould 
fpeak  to  thy  foul,  and  be  fiknt  to  others  ! .  There  be  many  thou- 
fands  living  at  this  day  under  ordinances,  to  whom  the  Lord 
hath  not  given  an  car  to  hear,  or  an  heart  to  obey,  Dcut.  xxix. 
4-  ".To  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom 
•*  of  heaven,  but  to  them  It  is  not  given,"  Mat.  xiii.  1 1.  And  I 
beleech  you  walk  as  men  and  women  that  have  been  taught  of 
God.  When  Satan  and  your  corruptions  tempt  you  to  fin,  and  , 
to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  carnal,  and  carelefs  world ;  remem- 
ber then  that  fcripture,  Eph.  iv.  20,  21.  •*  But  ye  have  not  fo 
"  learned  Chrift,  if  fo  be  that  you  have  heard  him,  and  have 
**  been  taught  by  him,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus."  To  con- 
clude, fee  that  you  be  exceeding  humble,  and  lowly  in  fplrit  '^ 
Humility  qualifies  you  for  divine  teachings,  Pfal.  xxv.  9.  "  The 
^<  meek  he  will  teach ;"  and  the  more  ye  are  taught  of  God,  the 
more  humble  you  will  flill  be. 

'  And  thus  you  fee,  that  no  man  can  come  to  Chrifl  without 
the  application  of  the  law,  and  the  teachings  tf  the  Father  i 
-which  being  confidered,  may  be  very  ufcful  to  convince  us, 
(which  indeed  is  the  defign  of  it)  that  among  the  multitudes  of 
men  and  women,  living  under  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  the 
general  profeffion  of  religion,  there  are  but  few,  very  few  to 
be  found,  who  have  eflcftually  received  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl 
i)y  faving  faith.  , 

And  now,  reader,  I  fuppofe  by  this  time  thou  art  deflrous  to 
know  by  what  figns  and  evidences  thy  union  with  Chrifi  by 
faith  may  be  cleared  up,  and  made  evident  to  thee ;  and  how 
that  great  queftion,  whether  thou  haft  yet  efFeftually  applied 
Chrift  to  thy  foul,  or  no,  may  be  clearly  decided ;  which  brings 
me  to  the  third  general  u(c  of  the  whole,  viz. 

The  examination  of  our  inter  eft  in  Chrift,    by 

1.  The  donation  of  the  Spirit,  from  i  John  iii.  24. 

2.  The  new  creation,  from  2  Cor.  v.  'I7. 

3.  The  mortification  of  fin,  from  Gal.  v.  24. 

4.  The  imitation  of  Chrift,  from  i  John  ii.  6. 

Of  each  of  thefe  trials  of  our  intereft  in  Chrift  I  (hall  fpeak 
in  their  order  :  And,  firft,  of  the  donation  of  the  Spirit, 
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S    E    R    M    ON      XXIV- 

Of  the  Manner,  and  Importance  of  the  S* iritis 
Indwelling. 

1  John  lii.  24.  — — And  hereby  tue  krum  that  he  dbidetb  ifi 
US,  by  the  Spirit  'which  he  hath  given  ut*. 

THE  'apoftle  lO  this  chapter  is  engaged  in  a  Very  tryidg  dlf- 
courie;  his  fcope  is  to  dlfcrimioate  the  fpirits,  andftatek 
^  of  fincere  believers,  from  merely  nominal,  and  pretended  Chfi- 
ftians ;  which  he  attempts  not  to  do  by  any  thing  that  is  exter- 
nal, but  by  the  internal  effedls  and  operations  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  upon  their  hearts.  His  enquiry  is  not  into  thofe  things 
which  men  profcfs,  or  about  the  duties  which  they  perform, 
but  about  the  frames,  and  tempers  of  their  hearts,  and  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  they  are  afted  in  religion.  According  to  this 
uft,  he  puts  believers  upon  the  fearch  and  fludy  of  their  owa 
hearts ;  calls  them  to  reflcft  upon  the  cfFefts  and  operations  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  wrought  within  their  own  fouls,  afluring 
them,  that  ihefe  gracious efFefts,  and  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  their 
hearts,  will  be  a  folid  evidence  unto  them  of  their  union  with 
Jefus  Chrift,  amounting  to  much  mord  than  a  general,  Conjec- 
tural ground  of  hope,  under  Which  it  is  potTible  there  may  /a- 
bejfefalfum^  lurk  a  dangerous  and  fatal  miAake :  But  the  graci- 
ous efftfts  of  the  Spirit  oT  God  within  them,  arc  a  foundation 
upon  which  they  may  build  the  certainty,  and  afTurahce  of  theit 
union  ^ith  Chrid  t  Hereby  we  knew  thdt  he  dbideth  in  us,  by 
the  Spirit  nuhi^h  he  hath  given  us%  In  which  words  MTe  havi 
three  things  to  confider,  viz. 

1.  The  thing  to  be  tiied,  our  union  with  Chrift. 

2.  The  trial  of  it,  by  the  giving  of  his  Spirit  to  us. 

3.  The  certainty  of  the  trial  this  way:  Hereby  'iue  know. 
Firfi,  The  thing  td  be  tried ;  Which  is  indeed  the  greatcft 

and  weightieft  matter  that  can  be  brought  to  trial  in  this  tvorld, 
or  ID  that  to  come,  namely  our  union  with  Chrift,  expreflTed  here 
by  his  abiding  in  us  s  z  phrafe  clearly  exprefliug  the  difference 
betwixt  thoie  that,  by  profeffioii  and  common  eftimation,  pafs 
for  Chriftiafts  atnong  men,  tho'  tliey  have  no  oth^r  union  with 
Chrift,  but  by  an  external  ddhefton  to  hiinifi  the  external  ddtie^ 
of  religion,  and  thofe  whofe  union  with  Chrift  is  real,  vital  and 
'  permanent,  by  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  their 


^ulsv  John  xv:  5/6.  opens  the  force,  and  inipoirtafice  of  this 
-phtzftfi  **  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  die  braoches ;  be  thai  abidet^ 
<^^.*intne,  anAimhkn,  thfefai&ebFiageth  forth mach-^oir}  t£% 
':^^  a  man  dbidic  not  la  me,  heis-  cstR  forift  asabraoch,  and  'm 
♦-•- wkhercd/'  The  tbidg  then  (so  be  tried,  is,  whether  we 
Aand  in  Chrift  as  dead  branches  in  a  living  ftock,  which  are  oq- 
lly  bound  to  it  tiy  external  tigatnres,  'or  bonds,  that  hold  them 
Ipj?  a  while  together ;  dr  whether  our  fouls  have  a  Vital  union*, 
knd  coalition  with  Chrift,  by  the  partidpation  of  the  living  fap 
of  ^at  blcfled  Root*  .     «     : 

'-  Secondly'^  The  trial  of  this  union,  which  is  by  tht  giving  cf 
,  ti^Sfirit  to  us  :  The  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  the  very  bond  of  unioa  • 
lietwmt  him  and  our  fouls.  1  tne^n  not  that  the  very  perlbn  of 
^^e  Spirit  dwellech  in  u$,  imparting  his  ejential  properties  to 
us ;  it- were  a  rude  blafphemy  fd  to  fpeak  ;  but  his  faving  influx 
eoces  are  communicated  to  us  in  the  Way  of  fanftifying  operatic 
Vms ;  as  the  fun  is  faid  to'coine  into  the  houfe,  when  his  beams 
and' comforting  influence  come  there.  Nor  yet  muft  we  think 
llrat  the  graces,  or  influences  of  the  Spirit  abide  in  us  in  the 
fdf-fame  meafure,  and  manner  as  they  do  in  Chrift ;  "  for  God 
^*  giveth  not  the  Spirit  to  him  by  mealurc ;"  in  him  all  fulnefi 
d^Vetls.  He  is  anointed  with  the  Spirit  above  his  fellows ;  biifc 
there  are  meafures  and  proportions  of  grace  differently  comraui 
iiicated  to  believers  by  the  fame  Spirit;  and  thefe  communicated 
j^tices,  and  real  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  in  our  hearts-, 
do  undoubtedly  prove  the  reality  of  our  union  with  Chrift;  as 
Ae  communication  of  the  felf-fame  vital  juice,  or  fap, of  the 
flock,  to  the  branch  whereby  it  lives,  land  brings  forth  fruit  of 
the  fame  kind;  certainly  proves  it  to  be  a  real  part,  or  a  oiember 
.of  the  fame  tree. 

"    Thirdly,  Which  brings  us  to  the  third  thing ;  namely,  the 
certainty  of  the  trial  this  way,  w  rwm  ymv^f^wt  in  this,  or  by 
this  we  know  :  We  fo  know,  that  we  cannot  be  deceived.    To 
clear  this,  let  us  confider  two  things  in  grace,  viz^ 
•■    I.  Somt-^h^t  mftitutive.         |of -its  being. 

a.  Somewhat  mantfejtative,       3  ' 

There  is  fomething  in  grace  which  is  efletitial,  and  confiitutive 
of  its  being  /  and  fomfewhat  that  flows  from  grace,  and  is  matii* 
fifiativedi  ftich  a  being;  We  caniibt immediatdy,  and  intui- 
tively difcern  the  eflence  of  grace,  as  it  is  in  Its  limple  nature. 
8o  God  only  difcerns  it,  who  is  the  author  of  it ;  but  we  naay 
difcern  it  mediately  zvLAJecondarifyi  by  the  effefts  and  opera- 
liods  of4t,   'Gcrtdd  we  fee  tbe  fimple  c&ncc  of  grace,*  or  ictui* 
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lively  dircern  our  unioa  with  Chrift,  our  knowledge  would  be 
demonftrative^  a  priori  ad  pofterius^  by  feeing  eflFc£ls,  as  they 
.  are  lodged  to  their  caufe :  But  we  come  to  know  the  being  dF 
tgrace,  and  the  reality  of  our  union  with  Chrift,  a  pofierioriy  as 
•by  alcending,  in  our  knowledge,  from  the  efieds  and  operatioas^ 
to  their  true  cauie  and  being. 

And,  accordingly,  God  bath  furniihed  us  w(th  a  power  of 
ielf-intuitioQ  and  refle£tion ;  whereby  we  are  able  to  turn  in  iij>* 
on  our  owa  hearts,  and  make  a  judgment  upon  ourfelvcs,  and 
upon  our  own  afts.  The  foul  hath  not  only  a  power  to  ft^t^^ 
but  a  power  alio  to  refleEl  upon  its  own  afVions,  not  only  to 
put  forth  a  diredf  a5i  of  faith  upon  Jefus  Chrift,  but  to  jndgt 
anddifcern  that  aft  alfo,  2  Tim*  1.  iz. ''  I  know  whom  I  haye 
**  believed  :**  And  this  is  the  way  in  which  believers  attain  their 
xertainty,  and  knowledge  of  their  union  with  Chrift :  froffl 
bence  the  obfervation  will  be. 

Doft.  That  intereft  in  Chrift  may  be  certainly  gathered^  and 

concluded  from  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  us :  "  No  man  (iaith  the 

*  apoftle)  hath  feea  God  at  any  time ;  if  we  love  one  another, 

^  'God  dwelleth  in  us,  and  his  love  is  ^erfefted  in  us :  Hereb; 

'  know  we  that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  be  in  us,  becaufe  he  hack 

/  given  us  of  his  Spirit,"  i  John  iv.  12,  rj.     The  being  of 

God  is  invifihle,  but  the  operations  of  his  Spirit  in  believers,  aie 

fenfible,  and  difcernable.     The  foul's  union  with  Chrift  is  a  fu- 

pernatural  myftery,  yet  it  is  difcoverable  by  the  effefls  thereof, 

which  are  very  perceptible  in  and  by  believers. 

Two  things  require  explication,  and  cenfirmation  in  the  doc* 
trinal  part  of  this  point. 

1.  What  the  giving  of  the  Spirit  imparts  and  fignifies. 

2.  How  it  evidences  the  fouPs  intereft  in  Jefus  Chrift. 
Firfl^  As  to  the  import  of  this  phrafe,  we  are  to  enquire  what 

is  meant  by  the  Spirit,  and  what  by  the  giving  of  the  Spirit. 

Now  the  Spirit  is  taken  in  icriptur^  two  ways,  viz. 

Eftentlally ;  or  perfonally. 

In  the  firft  fenfe  it  is  put  for  the  Godhead,  i  Tim.  tii.  id. 
**  Juflified  in  the  Sphit,**  i.  e.  By  the  power  of  his  divine  natare; 
which  raifed  him  from  the  dead.  In  the  lecond  fenfe  it  denotes 
the  third  perfon,  or  fubfiftence  in  the  glorions  and  blefled  Tri- 
nity ;  and  to  him  this  word  Spirit  is  attributed,  ibmetimes  pr^' 
pcrfy  in  the  fenfe  befotfe-meationed,  as  denoting  his  perfonaiitj/ 
at  other  times  metonymkally,  and  then  it  b  put  for  the  efieds» 
fruits,  graces,  and  gifts  of  the  Spirit  communicated  by  bim  mtff 
men,  Eph-v.  11.  ••Be  ye  filled  with  the  Spirit."  .  Now  the 
frulta  or^ts  of  the  Spirit  arc  either,  . 
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i.^Cominoii  aaidaflifliDggifts:  Or,    .  : 

'    2»  Special:  and  fan^Hfying  gifts.  . 

'    In  the  laft  ieafe  and  figoificatioo,  it  mufV  be  taken  in  this 

place ;  for,  as  to  the  common,  affifting  and  miniAriog  gifts  of 

the  Sl^rit,  tbey  are  beftowed  promifcaenily  npoii  .one  as  well  as 

another^  fuch  gifts  in  an  exceilfiot  degree  and  a  large  meafure,* 

arefbaod  in  the  unregenerate»  and  therefore  can  never  amount 

ID  a  foltd  evidence  of  the  foul's  union  with  Chrift  :  but  his  fpc- 

ctal  ianAifying  gifts,  being  the  proper  efFeA  and  confequent  of 

that  union,  mail  needs  ftrongly  prove  and  confirm  it.     In  thit 

ieaie  therefore  we  are  to  underlland /A^  Spirit  in  this  place; 

and  i>y  giving  the  Spirit  ta  us^  we  are  to  under Aand  more  than 

the  coming  rf  the  Spirit  upon  us  :  The  Spirit  of  God  is  faid  to 

CCK&e  upon  men  in  a  tranfient  way,  for  their  prefent  affifiance  in 

ibme  particular  fervice,  though  in  themfelves  they  be  unfandlifi- 

ed  peribns :  Thus  the  Spirit  (f  God  came  upon  Balaam,  Numb. 

xxiv.  2.  enabling  him  to  prophefy  of  things  to  come  :  And, 

although  thofe  extraordinary  ^ts  of  the  Spirit  be.  now  ceafed, 

yet  the  Spirit  ceafeth  not  to  give  his  ordinary  affiAances  unto 

men,  both  regenerate  and  unregenerate,  i.Cor.  xii.  t,  9,  10,  31^ 

compared  :  But,  whatever  gifts  he  gives  to  others,  he  is  faid  to 

ie  given,  to  dweii,  and  f0  o^fd!?  only  in  believers,  i  Cor.  iii.  6, 

"  ^*  Know  ye  ndt  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spi- 

-"  ritof  God  dwelleth  in  you?"  An  expreffion  <ienoting  both 

bisfpecial  propriety  in  them,  and  gracious  familiarity  with  themv 

There  is  a  great  difierence  betwixt  the  affifting  and  the  indwell 

ling  of,  the  Spirit ;  the  one  is  tranjient-,  the  other  permanent. 

That  is  a  good  rule  the  fchoolmen  give  us,  Ilia  tantum  dicuntur 

huge,  quae  infunt  per  modum  quietis :  thofe  things  are  only  faid 

to  be  tp  a  mad,  which  are  in  him  by  way  of  reft  and  permanei> 

jcy,  and  fo  the  Spirit  is  in  believers :  Therefore-  they  are  faid  to 

live  in  the  Spirit,-  Gal.  v.  2^.  to  be  Ud  by  the  Spirit,  ver.  i& 

to  be  in  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  to  dwell  ii^  them,  Rom.  viii.  9, 

And  fo  much  of  the  firft  thing  to  be  opened,  viz.  What  we  are 

to  under ftand  by  the  giving  of  the  Spirity 

Secondly,  In  the  next  place  we  are  to  enquire  and  fatlsfy  our- 
•fclves,  how  this  giving  of  the  Spirit  evidently  pijoves,  and  ftrong- 
ly  concludes,  that  foul's  incereft  in  Chrift  unto  whom  he  is  gi* 
tren :  and  this  wiU  oddently  appear  by  theconfideraticm  of  thele 
five  particulars. 

I.  The  Spirit  of  God  in  believers  is  the  very  bond  by  which 
they  are  united  unto  Chrift :  If  therefore  we  find  in  ourfelves 
the  bond  of  ooioo,  we  may  warrantably  conclude^  that  we  hav£ 

h\\2      .  ••..   .     .' 
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pnion  with  Jefiis  Chrift  :  This  is  eYidemli^  hHd;  forth  iktbofe 
vords  of  Chrift,  John  xvii.  %^^  23.  '^  The  ^tory  which  thoa 
^  gaveft  ibe,  ha«^  i  gi«ni  them,  that  they  may  befooe,  «verias 
^  we  are  one.  I  in  tfaeffl>  andthoo  in  me,  that  they  .maylkl 
^  made  perfeft  in  one,  and  that  this  world  inay  kiKrw  that  thorii 
^  haft  fent  me,  and  haft  loved  them  as  thoa  baft  loved  me.^  it 
!i  the  glory  of  Chrtft's  htunan  nature  to  be  untteA  to  tfae<jad^ 
\mA  :  *'  This  (laid  Ghrift)  thon  gaveA  me/and-rthe'glory  tkot 
''  gaveft  me,  Ihave  girea  them/*  u  0,  £y  me  they  ^iutt  nhiUd 
vnto  thee«  .  And  how  this  is  done,  he  ftieweth  us  mom^partlcd* 
larly,  /  in  them;  there  is  Ghlift  in  ud,  vizytnyfiicaify  :  Aaii 
$bQu  mms:  there  is  Ck>d  in  Chrift,  -oix.  hj^^/Uaicaliy :  Sa  dtti 
in  Chrift,  God  and  believers  meet  in  abiefted  noibn  :  Itis'6hrifl^l 
glory  to  be  one  wtdi  God )  it  is  Oufglbry  tobe  one  with  Chsi^ 
and  with  God  by  him  :  But  how  is  this  done  ?  <^rtasDiy,  n& 
other  way  but  by  the  gtviag  of  his  Spirit  unto*  us  ;  for  fe  nmefa 
that  phrafe,  /  in  them^  inuft  needs  Ittport :  t^brifr  is  in  us  by  the 
fanS^tfying  Spirit,  which  is  the  bond  of  our  udioa.  with  inm«  ^ 

Secmdfy,  The  fcripture  every  whetie  'piakes  this  giving,: or 
indwelling  of  the  (pint,  the  great  mark  and  trial  of  our  ihcereft 
in  Chrift ;  concluding  from  die  prefence  of  it  in  us^-  pqfitiuifyi 
as  in  the  text;  and  from  theabience  of  it^  negativ'efy;  as  in  Root 
viii.  9,  "  Now  if  any  man  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  the  finic 
**  is  none  of  hi?,"  Jude  vcri  19.  *•  Scnfual,  not  Having  the  fpl* 
?*  rit^"  This  mark  therefore  agreeing  to  all  believers,  and  to 
nfone  but  believers,  and  that  always,  and  at  all  times,  xtaoll 
needs  clearly  infer  the  Ibul's  union  with  Chrift,  in  whomibev^ 
it  is  found. 

Thirdly^  That  which  is  a  certain  mark  of  6vr  freifedom  from 
the  covenant  of  works^  and  our  title  to  the  privileges  of  the  co- 
Tenant  of  grace,  inuft  needs  alfo  infer  oar  tinion  with  Chrift, 
Wd  fp^ciaitntereft  in  him ;  but  the  giving,  6r  indweHing  of  th« 
landttfying  fpirit  in  us,  is  a  certain  mark  of  our  freedonv  frott 
thcjitfl  ccventmt^  under  which  all  Chriftlefe  perfons  flill  ftand, 
tind  our  title  to  the  fpecial  privileges  of  the  ficond  cavenatif^  ill 
-whidi  none  but  the  members  are  iaterefted ;  at^d,  confeti^oently, 
it  folly  proves  our  tonion  with  the  Lord  Jdfus,  This^^  ispiiAi 
from  the  qpofile's  reafening,  Gal.  iv,'6,  7,  •*  And  becauie  ye  art 
^HQns,'God  hath  fent  forth  the  fpirit  of  his  (on  Into  -yimt 
**  hearts,  crying,  Abba  Father :  Wherefore  thon  art  oomorb 
♦*  a  fervant,  but  a  fon;  and  if  a  fob,  then  heir  of  Cod,  ihrouch 
"  Chrift."  The  fpirit  of  the  firft  covenant  was  a Tervifc  (^U 
»  fpirit  of  fear  and  bondage,  and  they  that  were'under  that4»> 
vcaaQt  were  oq<  ^9  but  JtrvanU «  trat  the  fpirit  of  the  oew 


$o?e«g»Q^  i«  arfrecf  ^ll^DQqas  fpirit,  aQit»g  in  Jthe«fti?efigthof 
<?pd,  apd  t^iofe  thatfio  fo,  are  the  children  of,  God  j  an4  chiU 
4rjeft  iahei;u:^bp.W^d  privileges^  aod  royal  immuoities  owi^ 
fanned  in  thai;; great  charter,  the- covenaot  of  grace:  thcy.ai« 
'bejrs^f^^y  aod  the  evidence  of  this^eir  iahcritaoc^^  by  vir* 
tue  of  the  fecond  coveoanc,  and  of  Freedom  from  tjie  fervitude, 
3l!E|d;bpq4^<«f;the,ftrit.coyepant/i  ofChr^  in  fheir 

kearts^  ctyi^f.  Abba  Father :  So  Gal.  v,  18.  «*4f  ycbe  ied  by 
♦*  Ihe  Spirit,  ye  arc  not  under  the  law." 
,  FimriMy,  If  the  eternal  de^re^  pf  God's  electing  love  be.  exc- 
CiQtedy  and  the  virtues  ^and  ^neiitsof  the  death  of  phiiik  ap» 
plied  by.the  Spirit^  UQtOQV^y  Coul  in  whom  he  dwelkth,  as  a 
tpint'Oi  Amplification;  theii  fucb  a  givang  of  the  ipirit  untajis^ 
mtift^Qe^ds  b^  a  certain  mark  and..proof  of  our  Ipecial  intereft  ia 
Cbrtft ;  but  the  decree  of  God*s  eleding  love  is  executed^  and 
t{ic^betefits  of  ^eblood-of  Chrift  ore  applied  unto  every  fovA  id 
IK^hopn  be  dwelieth,  a.$  ^  Spirit  of  •  fan^ification.  This  is  plaia 
^Oin  iPet,  i.  2» "  El^  according  to  the  fpreknowledge  of  Goi 
**  theFaiJiei^  through  fanfliikationci' the  Spirit  uiuo obedience^ 
*■  and  fprinkiing  of  the  blood  of  Je&s  Chrifi :"  Where  jyou -fee 
both  God>  4eftion  executed  and  the  blood  of  Jefus  fprinkled^ 
5r  applied  unto  us  J)y  the.Spirit,  which  is>g^ven  to  us  as  a, Spick 
bf  fan^ification.  There  is  a  blefied  order  of  working  obfervedl 
as  proper  to  each  perfon  in  ibe Godhead;  the  Father  eledeth^ 
the  Son  redeemeth,  the  Spirit  lanAifieth,  The  Spirit  is  the  laft 
efficient  U\  the  work.of  ouc  (alvatiop ;  what  the  Father  decreed, 
land  the  Son  purchafed,  that  the  Spirit  applieth;.  and  To  puts 
the  lail  hand  to  the  compleat  falvation  of  believers,  And  this 
ibme  divioes^give  as  the  reaibn  \yhy  the  fm  ^aind  the  Spirit  is 
onpardoqablej  becaufe  he  beipg  the  laft  agent,  in  prdci:  of  wprk* 
|tig»  if  the  heart  of  a  man  b^  filled  with  enmity  againil  the  Spiri.% 
th^re  can  be  no  rem^d;^  for  fuch  a  Co ;  tber^  ^s  no  looking  back 
to  the  death  .pf  Chrift,  or  to  the  love  of  God,,  for  remedy. 
This  iin  ag^inft  the  Spirit  is  that  <7^^jc;  infernalis^  the  deadly  Hop 
^nd  bar  to  ihe  whole  work  of;  falvation;  oppoiltcly,  ^yheretbir 
JSpirit  is  received,  obeyed,  and  dwellcth  ia  the  way  of  lanftifi^ 
cation ;  into  that  foul  the  eternal  love  of  God,  the  ifieftimable 
1>ene&ts  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  i:un  freely,  witlumt  any  in,ter- 
mpiion;  and,  CQuiequently,  the  intereft  of  fuch  a  ioul  in  Jefus 
•Cbnft  is. beyond  ail. difpute. 

f*  Fifthly^  The  ginning  of  the  Spirit  to  us,  or  his  refiding  in  m, 
»  a  faiiftifymg  Spirit,  IS  every  where  in  fcripture  made  tb^ 
}dedge andearpeft  of:^tero«il falvation,  and,  coafeqiienily,  muij 
atin^Mitlj  u^uiim^  aad.pfQ^^^Jtb^  fouPs  iotereft  in  Chrifl,  J^jaik^ 
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I.  13,  14.  *'  in  whom  alfo  after  that  ye  bcBevcd,  ye  were  (caled 
**  with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promife;  which  is  the  earneft  of  our 
•*  inheritance,"  ^c.  So,  2  Cor.  i.  22.  "  who  hath  alfo  fealed 
'*  us,  and  given  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts/^  And 
thus  you  have  the  point  opened  and  confirmed.  The  uie  of 
tUfolloweth:  . 

U/e.  Now  the  only  ufe  I  make  of  this  point,  (hall  be  that  which 
fietii  direAiy,  both  in  the  view  of  the  text,  and  of  the  de/iga 
for  which  it  was  chofen  ;  namely,  by  it  to  try  and  examine  the 
truth  of  our  intereft,  and  the  validity  of  our  daim  to  Jefns 
Ckrift.  In  purfuance  of  which  defign,  I  (l^all  firft  lay  down 
feme  general  rules,  and  then  propofe  feme  particular  trials. 

Fir/it  I  (hall  lay  down  fomc  general  rules  for  the  due  ia- 
formacion  of  our  minds  in  this  point,  upon  which  fo  much  de- 
pends. 

Rule  I .  Tbough  the  Spirit  ef  God  be  given  to  us,  and  work" 
efh  in  us,  yet  he  tvorketh  not  as  a  natural,  and  necejfary^  hut 
as  a  free  and  arbitrary  agent :  He  neither  alBfls,  nor  fanftifies, 
as  the  fire  burnetfa,  ad  ultimumfui  poffe,  ^  much  as  he  can  itf- 
fift  or  fanftify,  but  as  much  as  he  pleafeth  ;  '*  dividing  to  every 
**  man  feverally  as  he  will,*'  iCor.xii.  11.  Beflowing  greater 
meafures  of  gifts  and  graces  upon  fome,  than  upon  others ;  and 
afliding  the  fame  perfon,  more  at  one  (eafon  than  another :  and 
all  this  variety  of  operation  floweth  from  his  own  good  pleafure; 
His  grace  is  his  own,  be  may  give  it  as  he  pleaCetb. 

Rule  2.  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  manner  cf  the  Spirits 
'working  before\  and  after  the  work  cf  regeneration.  Whilft 
we  arc  unregendrate,  he  works  upon  us,  as  upon  dead  creature^ 
that  work  not  at  all  with  him  ;  and  what  motion  there  is  in  our 
fouls,  is  a  coooter-motton  to  the  Spirit ;  but  after  regenepatioci 
it  is  not  fo,  he  then  works  upon  a  complying,  and  willing 
•ihind  :  we  work,  knd  he  adifts,  Rom.  viii.  36.  Our  confcience 
witnefTeth,  and  he  beareth  witnefs  with  it,  Rom.  viiL  16.  It  is 
therefore  an  error  of  dangerous  confequence  to  think  that  fanc- 
♦  trfied  perfons  are  not  bound  to  ftir,  or  ftrive  in  the  way  of  duty, 
without  %  fenfibie  impulfe,  or  perverting  motion  of  the  Spirit, 
I(a.  Ixiv.  7. 

'  Rule  1,  Though  the  Spirit*  of  God  be  given  to  believers,  and 
ivorketh  in  them^  yet  believers  themfelveS  may  door  omit ftich  things 
as  may  objlru^  the  working,  andobfcure  the  very  being  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  them :  it  a  nos  traSiat,  ut  a  nobis  troElatur ;  He 
dealeth  with  us  in  his  evidencing,  and  comforting*- work,  aswt 
tleal  with  him  in  point  of  tendemeis  and  obedience  to  his  diftatcss 
there  is  a  grieving,  yea>  there  li  a  quoachiag  of  the  Spirit  by  thf 
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iuAs  and  corruptioDS  of  thofe  hearts  ia  which  be  dwelleth;  aod 
though  he  .will  not  forfake  his  habitatioo^  as  a  fpirit  of  ianflifi* 
catioQ,  yet  he  may  for  a  time  de&rt  it  is  as  a  fpirit  of  coaiolaci* 
on,  Pfal.  li.  II. 

Role  4.  7hofe  things  v>htgh  difcov^er  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit 
in  believers  are  notfo  much  the  matter  of  their  duties ^  orfubftance 
rf their  anions,  as  the  more/ecret  fprings,  holy  aims^  andfpiritual 
manner  of  their  doings  or  performing  (fthem.  It  is  not  fo  much 
the  matter  of  a  prayer,  the  neat  and  orderly  expreilions  in  which 
it  is  uttered,  as  the  inward  fenle  andfpiritual  defign  of  the  foul : 
it  is  not  the  choice  of  elegant  words,  whereby  oar  conceptions 
arc  cloathed,  or  the  copioufnefs  of  the  matter  with  which  we 
are  furnilhed;  for  even  a  poor  ilainmering  tongue,  and  broken 
language,  ro^y  have  more  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  it.  This  made 
:Luthcr  fay,  he  iaw  more  excellency  in  the  duty  of  a  plain  ruilic 
Chriftian,  than  in  all  the  triumphs  of  Cefar  and  Alexander.  The 
beauty  and  excellency  of  fpiritua  duties  is  an  inward  hiddea 
thing. 

Rule  5.  All  the  motions  and  operations  of  the  Spirit  are  always 
harmoniouSy  andfuitable  to  the  written  word,  Ifa.  viii*  20.  "  To  the 
.**  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  if  they  fpcak  not  according  to  tUs 
"  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them."  The  fcriptures 
gre  by  the  infplration  of  the  Spirit,  therefore  his  inrpiration  into 
;tbe  hearts  of  believers,  muft  either  fubftantially  agree  with  the 
icriptures,  or  the  infplration  of  the  Spirit  be  felf-repugnant,  and 
contradidory  to  one  another.  It  is  very  •bfcrvable,  that  the 
works  of  grace  wrought  by  the  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  believers, 
are  reprefented  tp  us  in  icripture,  as  a  tranfcript,  or  copy  of  the 
written  word,  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  "I  will  write  my  law  in  their 
*•  hearts."  Now,  as  a  true  copy  anfwers  the  original,  word  for 
word,  letter  for  letter,  point  for  point ;  fo  do  the  works  of  the 
;Spirit  in  our  fouls,  harmonize  with  the  diAates  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  fcriptures :  whatfoever  motion  .therefore  (hall  be  found 
repugnant  thereto,  muft  not  be  fathered  upon  the  Spirit  of  God, 
but  laid  at  the  dbor  of  its  proper  parents,  the  fpirit  of  error  and 
corrupt  nature. 

Rute  6.  /Although  the  works  oftheSpirit^  in  all  fan^jfiedper* 
fonSy  do  Jubjl ant ially  agree y  both  ^%h  the  written  word,  and  with 
one  another^  (as  ten  thoufand  copies^  penned  from  one  original^ 
*  piufl  needs  agree  within  themfelves)  ;  yet  as  to  tie  manner  of  in* 

!  fufionand  operation^  there  are  found  many  circumftantial  differen  • 

ces.    The  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  hold  one  and  the  fame  method 
'  of  working  upon  all  hearts :  the  work  of  grace  is  introduced  ia^ 

^  to  foae  ianls  with  more  terror  and  trouble  for  fxn,  than  it  is  l^ 


!,' 
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Others :  hcwranght  upon  Paul  one  way,  upoo'tydia  vA  aiSoihcf 
vay :  he  holds  iom&  mach  longer  under  terrors  and  trquUei 
than  he  doth  others  :  ioveterate  and  more  prophane  (inners  find 
fironger  troubles  for  fin,  and  ire  held  longer  under  themjthaii 
Aoie  are,  into  whofe  hearts  grace  is  more  early  afnd  inlenfibly 
iafnfed  by  ihe  Spiric^s  blefling  upon  religious  edticatibn ;  but 
as^chefe  have  icfs  trouble  than  the  other  at  fuft,  fo  coaimooly  ihty 
hare  lefs  dearnefs,  and  more  doubts  ^d  fears  about  the  woii 
of  the  Spirit  afterwards. 

Rule  7.  There  is  a  great  diffefenei  fmnd  beitoixt  thefmc* 
tifying^  and  the  comforting  influericesaf  the  Spirit  upon  believer;^ 
in  refpc£i  of  confiancy  and  permanency.  His  fan^ifying  influen* 
CCS  abide  for  ever  in  the  foul,  they  never  depart ;  but  his  com- 
fbrting  influences  come  and  go,  and  abide  not  long  open  the 
hearts  erf  believers.  Sanftification  belongs  to  the  being  of  k 
Chriftian,  confolation  only  td  his  weH-beirig :  the  firft  therefore 
is  £xbg  and  abiding,  ^he  latter  Various  and  inconftant.  San^i^- 
cation  brings  us  to  heaven  hereafter,  confolation  brings  beavea 
into  us  her'e :  Oar  fafety  lies  in  the  former,  our  cheerfuloefs  oa- 
ly  ia  the  latter.  There  are  titoes  and  feafons,  in  thie  -lives  of  be^ 
£eVer6k  wherein  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  more  fignally  and  emi- 
4ieQtly  feal  their  fpirits,  and  ravifh  their  hearts  with  joy  uofpeak- 
able :  But  what  Bernard  fpeaketh  is  certainly  true  in  the  experii- 
.cnce  of  GhrrlVians :  •*  ^  It  is  a  fweet  hour,  and  it  is  but  an  hour; 
**•  a  thing  of  (hor  t  continuance :  the  relifh  of  it  is  exceeding  fwce^ 
f*  but  It  is  not  often  that  Ghriftians  tafte  it.**  And  fo  much  may 
iuffice  for  the  general  rules  about  the  inbeing,  and  workings  (rf 
^hc  Spirit  in  believers,  for  the  better  iftfornVatlon  of  our  under- 
iUmdings,  and  prevention  of  mid^kes  in  this  matter  :  I  (hall 
next,  according  to  promife,  lay  down  the  particular' marks  and 
^trials,  by  which  we  may  difcern  whether  God  hath  given  us  his 
Spirit  or  no;  by  which  grown €hriflians,  when  they  are  in  a 
Jue  compoftd  frame,  may,  by  the  affiOance  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
(for  which  therefore  they  are  bound  to  t>*^ay),  difcern  his  in- 
idweUing  and  working  in  themfelyes. 

Evidence  i .  In  whomfoever  the  Spirit  ofUhrifl  is  a  Spirit 
^fanBificationy  to  that  man  or  woman  he  hath  been,  more  or  iefsj 
tt  'Spirit  of  convi^ion  and  humiliation.  This  is  the  order  which 
ihe  Spirit  conftantly  obferves  in  adult,  or  grown  converts,  John 
xvi.  8,  9.  **  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world  rf 
*•  fin>  and  of  righteoulnefs,  and  of  judgment:  offinbecaufc 

*  Rara  h9ray  hrevis  mora  ;  faptt  quidem  fuaviffimey  fedgu^* 
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**  they  believed  not  on  mc."  This,  you  fee,  is  the  method^he 
obierves  all  the  world  over  ;  he  (hall  reprove,  or  convince  the 
world  of  iin.  Cpnvi6tioD  of  fin  hath  the  lame  refpeft  UDto.fanq« 
tification,  as  the  bloflbms  of  trees  have  to  the  .truits  that  fol- 
low them  r  A  bloflbm  is  but  fruBus  imperfe^his,  et  ordinabilis  i 
an  imperfeA  fruit  in  itielf,  and  io  order  to  a  more  perftfV  and 
nobJe  fruit.  Where  there  are  no  bloflbms,.  we  can  cxpeft  no 
fruit;  and  where  we  fee  no  conviftion  of  fin,  we  can  expcft  no 
'  coQverfiOQ  to  Chrift.  Hath  then  the  Spirit  of  God  been  a  Spirit 
of  coQvif^ion  to  thee  ?  flath  he  more  particnliurly  convinced 
thee  of  fin,  "  becaufe  thou  haft  not  bc;lieved  on  him?"  /.  r» 
hath  he  (hewn  thee  thy  fin  and  mifery,  as  an  unbeliever?  Not 
only  terrified  and  affrighted  .  thy  confcicnce  with  this  or  that 
more  notorious  adl  of  fin,  but  fully  convinced  thee  of  the  Aate 
of  fia  that  thou  art  In  by  reafon  of  thy  unbelief;  which  hold- 
ing thee  from  Chrift,  muft  needs  alfo  hold  ^hce  under,  the  guilt 
of  all  thy  other  fins.  This  gives,  at  leaft,  .a  ftrong  probability 
tfhat  God  hath  given  thee  his  Spirit,  efpecially,  when  thi^  con- 
vi6lion  remains  day  and  night  upon  thy  fo\l,  fo  that  nothing 
but  Chrift  can  give  it  reft,  and  confequently  ^e  great  enquiry 
of  thy  foul  is  after  Chrift,  and  none  but  Chrift- 

Evidence  2.  Js  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  been  4  convincing^  fo  he 
U  a  quickening  Spirit,  to.  nil  thofe  to  iiohom  hf  is  given  ;  Rom^ 
vlii.  2.  '*  The  law  pf  the  Spirit  of  life  W  Chrift  Jefus  hath 
'*  made  me  free  from  the  faw  of  fin  ai>d  death :"  He  is  the 
Spirit  of  life,  (i,  e.)  the  principle  of  fj^ritual  life  in  the  fouls 
whom  he  inhabiteth  ;  for,  uniting  them  to  Chrift,  he  unites  them 
to  the  fountain  of  life;  and  this  fpirituallifc,  in  believers,  m^ni- 
fcfts  itfelf  as  the  natural  life  doth  in  vital  aftions  and  operations*, 
\Vhen  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  into  the  foul  of  a  man  that  was 
dead  and  fenfelcfs  under  fin,  **  O  (faith  he)  no^  I  begin  to  fed 
*'  the  weight  and  load  of  fin,  Rom.  vii.  24.  now  1  begin  to 
'*  hanger  and  thirft  after  Chrift,  and  his  ordinances,  i  Pet.  ii.  2. 
'*  no.v  I  begin  to  breathe  after  God  in  fpiritual  prayer,"  Aft$ 
ix.  II.  Spirituallife  hath  its  fpiritual  fenfes,  and  fuitable  ope- 
rations. O  think  upon  this,  you  that  cannot  feel  any  burthen  la 
fin,  you  that  have  no  hungerings  or  thirftings  after  Chrift;. 
how  can  the  Spirit  of  God  be  in  you  ?  I  dp  not  deny  but  there, 
may^.  at  fbme  times,  be  much  deadnefs  and  fenfelcilbefs  npon  the 
hearts  of  Chriftians,  but  this  is  their  difeafe,  not  their  nature;. 
it  is  bnt  at  forae«tiiiies,  not  always,  and  when  it  b  fo  with  them, 
they  arc  burdened  wlih  it,  and  complain  of  it,  as  their  greatcft 
affli^ioQ  in  this  world  ;  their  fpirits  are  noteaij  and  at  rcfl^  ia 

Vol.  II.  Mmm 
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^cfa  i  ztmiH&m  asyourf  are;  iheir  f|Hriti  are  as  a  bone  oat  of 
joint,  aa  auxn  difiocaced^  which  cannot  move  any  way  vithont 

Evidence  3.  fk<^  to  nvhom  Godgiveth  Ins  Spirit  have  a  tendef 
pmpathy  wUh  all  the  iuterefis  an  d  concernments  ef  Chrift^  This 
jBQft  nesd9  be  b^  if  the  fame  Spirit  which  is  in  Chrtft  dwelleth 
tlib  in  thy  heart ;  if  thoa  be  a  partaker  of  his  Spirit,  theo  what 
«lie  loves,  thou  loveft,  and  what  he  hateth,  thou  hateft.  This  Is 
%  very  plain  cafe;  even  in  nature  iclelf,  we  find  that  the  many 
jnembers  of  the  iarae  natural  body  being  animated  by  one  and 
4iyt  {ame  fpirit  of  life,  ''  whether  one  member  fuf&r,  all  Aie 
*^  members  fiifier  with  it ;  or  one  member  be  honoured,  all  the 
f^  members  rejoice  with  it :  now  ye  are  the  body  of  Chrift, 
4»  and  members  in  particukr/'  i  Cor,  xii.  26,  27.  For 
look»  as  Chrift,  the  head  of  that  body  is  touched  with  a  tender 
lenfe  and  feeling  of  the'miferies^  and  troubles  of  his  pec^k,  he 
Is  periecuted,  when  they  aire  per&cuted,  AAs  ix.  4.  fi>  they 
that  have  the  Spirit  of  Cbriil  in  them,  cannot  be  without  a 
^eepy-and  tender  ienfe  of  the  reproach,  and  diihonosrs  that  are 
4one  to  Ghrid  s  this  is  <'  as  it  were  a  fword  in  their  bones,'' 
Pfal.  xlii.  3.  If  his  public  woribip  ceafe,  or  the  aflemblies  of 
1ms  peetple  are  fcattered ;  it  cannot  but  go  to  the  hearts  of  all,  % 
in  whom  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  r  «*  They  will  be  ibrrowfaf  for 
<^  the  folemn  aflemblies;  the  reproach  of  them  will  be  a  bitr- 
t^  den,"  Zeph.  iii.  18.  Thofe  that  have  the  Spu^it  of  Chrift 
io  not  more  earneftly  long  after  any  one  thing  in  this  world, 
than  the  advancement  of  Chrift's  intereft,  by  converfionr,  and 
ttformation  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  PfaL  xlv.  3,  4.  Paul 
could  rejoice  that  Chrift  was  preached,  though  his  Own  aAi£ti- 
•ns  were  increased,  PhtL  i.  16,  18*  and  John  could  rejoice  ^t 
thrift  increaied,  though  he  himfelf  decreafed ;  yet  therein  was 
lus  joy  fulfilled,  John  iii.  29.  So,  certainly,  the  concerDmeats 
of  Chfift  niiuft,  and  will  touch  that  heart  which  is  the  faabita- 
Mon  of  bis  Spirit.  I  cannot  deny,  but  even  a  good  Baruch 
may:  be  onder  a  temptation  to  feck  great  things  for  himfelf,  and 
be  too  much  fwallowed  up  in  his  owti  concernments,  when  God 
is  piueking  up  and  bre«ikiag  down,  Jer.  xlv.  4,  5.  Bat  this  is 
Oiriy  the  influence  of  a  temptation :  the  true  temper  and  fpirit 
of  a  beHever  inclines  him  to  forrow  and  mourning,  when  things 
u^  in  this  fad  pofture :  Ezek.  ix.  4.  ''  Go  ij^ough  the  midft  of 
'**  the  city,  through  the  midft  of  Jc)rufeleni,andfei  a  mark  op- 
'*  on  the  foreheads  of  the  men  that  6gh,  and  that  cry  for  all  the 
^(.  abominattoas  (hat  be  <bne  in  the  midft  thereof.'^ 

O  reader,  lay  chine  tod  upoa  chine  heart:  Is  it  ihnrwitfa 
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^ee  ^  Doft  thoti  ffmpatbize  with  the  affairs  atld  €6fi€eitSiemsr 

of  Cfarift  io  the  world  ?  or,  csir^  thou  not  wbkb  way  thmgs 

go  with  the  people  of  God,  aad  goTpd  of  Cbrift^  fo  kwg  a# 

tbtne  owa  affairs  profper,  and  all  thmg;^  are  well  with  tbec  ? 

.  Evidence  4.  Wherevir  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth,  ^e  d&tb,  m 

Jime  degree^  wortify  ^nd  fubdue  the  evib  ^nd  corruptions  of  thi 

JqulinvJuch  he  refides.     This  fpifit  Infteth  againft  tbe  flefis^ 

GaL  V.  7.  and  believers,  *'  through  the  Spirit,  do  fdortify^  the 

*f  deeds  of  the  iKxly,"  Rom.  r&.  t  j.     This  is  one  fpeeial  pari 

of  bis  laaftifying  work,    I  do  not  &y  he  ib  kills^  and  fubduei 

fia  IB  believers,  as  that  it  (hall  never  ti;oubIe,  or  defile  them  aof 

sKiore :  No,  no,  that  freedom  belongs  to  the  pef fed  Aate  t* 

heaven,  but  its  dominion  is  taKen  away,  though  its  life  be  pro^ 

lofiged  for  a  feafon :  It  lives  in  believers  fiill^  bat  not  upon  the 

provifion  they  willingly  make  to  fulfil  the  luft  of  it,  Rots*  xt»i 

I     ^7*     The  defign'of  every  trne  believer,  is  co-intident  with  the 

defign  of  the  Spirit,  to  deifa-oyi  and  mortify  corn^ption  :  They 

^     iong  after  the  extirpation  of  it,  and  aire  daily  in  the  ufe  of  all 

ian^ified  meaofs  and  inftruments,  to  fubdue  and  deAroy  it ;  the 

|.     workings  of  their  corruption,  are  the  afflidions  of  their  fouls, 

^     Rom.  vii.  24.  "  O  wretched  man  ffcat  I  am,  who  (haU  deliver 

^     **  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?''  And  there  Is  no  one  thing 

"^     that  fweetens  the  thoughts  of  death  to  believers  (except  the 

'     fight,  and  full  enjoyment  of  God)  more  than  their  expeSed  de* 

iiverance  from  fm  doth.  ^ 

l  Evidence  5.  Wherever  the  Spirit  of  God  dweUeth  in  the  wa^ 
".  ^  fanSHficationt  in  all  fiuh  he  is  the  Spirit  (f  prayer  mid  fupptih 
cation,  Rom.  viii.  26.  "  Likwife  the  Spirit  aMb  helpeth  our  in^ 
r\  '*  firmities,  for  we  know  not  what  we  (hcMild  pray  foi^  as  we 
^  **  ought,  but  the  Spirit  itielf  maketh  inierceflion  for  a»,  wiifh 
^  *'  groaniogs  which  cannot  be  uttered:*'  Wherever  he  is  pbured 
^  OQt  as  the  Spirit  dt  graee^  he  is  alio  poaried  out  as  the  Spirit  of 
'^  /uppiic{U0nf  Zech.  xii.  la  His  prayings  and  his  fandifying  ins* 
^:  fluences  are  undivided.  There  is  a  threefold  affiftance  that  the 
^:^  Spkit  gives  unto  fanAified  peribns  in  prayer.  He  hdps^tbeiA 
^  before  they  pray,  by  fetting  an  edge  upon  their  defires  and  afFee- 
>^  tions :  He  helps  them  in  prayer,  by  Gipplying  matters  of  requeft 
^  to  them,  teaching  them  what  they  (hould  ask  of  God  :  He  af- 
\^  lifteth  them  in  rfic  manner  of  prayer,  fupplying  them  with  fuhs 
1^  able  afFedions,  and  helping  them  to  be  iincere  io  all  their  de- 
^^  fires  to  God.  It  is  he  that  humbles  the  pride  of  their  hieiarts, 
i^  difTolves^  and  breaks  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts :  Out  of  dead- 
f     nets  makes  diem  lively;  c^ut  of  weaknc&  makes  thedi  flrong. 
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He  affifieHi  the  fpirits  of  believers  after  prayer,  helping  them  to 
faith  and  patience,  to  believe,  and  wait  for  the  retiirns,  and  an- 
.  Airers  of  their  prayers.  0  reader,  reflcft  upon  thy  duties,  con- 
fider  what  fpirituality,  (incerity,  humility,  broken-heartednefs, 
dnd  melting  affections  after  God,  are  to  be  found  in  thy  duties : 
Is  it  fo  with  thee  ?  Or  doft  thou  hurry  oTcr  thy  duties  as  an  in- 
terruption to  thy  bufinefs,  and  pleafores  ?  Are  they  an  ungrate- 
ful taflc,  impofed  upon  thee  by  God,  and  thy  own  confcience? 
Are  there  no  hung€;rings,  and  thirftings  after  God  in  thy  foal  i 
Or,  if  there  be  any  pleafure  arifing  to  thee  0|Ut  of  prayer,  is  it 
Hot  from  the  oftentation  of  thy  gifts  ?  If  it  be  fo,  refleft  fadlj 
upon  the  carnal  ftate  of  thy  heart ;  ihefe  things  do  not  fpeak 
the  Spirit  of  graee  and  fupplication  to  be  given  thee. 

Evidence  6.  IVherever  the  Spirit  of  grace  inhabits y  there  is  an 
heavenly p  fpiritual  frame  of  mind  accompanying,  and  evidencing 
the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit,RotD.vm.  5,  6.  **  For  th«y  that  arc  af- 
**  ter  the  flefti,  do  mind  the  things  of  the  flcfti ;  but  they  that  arc 
<*  after  the  Spirit,  the  things  of  the  Spirit :  For,  to  be  carnally 
•*  minded  is  deiath ;  but  to  befpiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace." 
By  the  mind,  underftand  tl^e  mufings,  realbnings,  yea,  and  the 
cares,  fears,  delights  and  pWafures  of  the  foul,  which  follow  the 
vrorklngs,  and  meditations  of  the  mind.  As  theie  are,  fo  are 
we  ;  if  thefebe  ordinarily,  and4wbitually  taken  up,  and  exercif- 
ed  about  earthly  things,  then  is  the  fraipe,  and  Hate  of  the  mail 
carnal,  and  earthly :  The  workings  of  ev^ry  creature  follow  the 
being  and  nature  of  it.  If  God,  Chrift,  he^n,  and  the  world 
to  come,  engage  the  thoughts,  and  afFeftions  of  the  foul,  and  the 
temper  of  fuch  a  foul  is  fpiritual,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  dwel- 
kth  there;  this  is  the  life  of  the  regenerate,  Phil,  iii,  20, 
**  Our  converiation  is  in  heaven ;"  and  fuch  a  frame  of  heart 
Is  life,  ktid  peace  y  A  ferene,  placid,  and'moft  comfortable  life. 
No  pleafures  upon  earth,  no  gratificaiipns  of  the  fenfes  do  relifh, 
and  favour,  as  fpiritual  things  do.  Confider,  therefore,  which 
way  thy  heart  ordinarily  works,  efpecially  in  thy  (plitudes,  and 
hours  of  retiretrient.  Thefe  things  will  be  a  great  evidence  for, 
or  ;igaiiift  thy  foul.  David  could  fay,  *'  How  precious  are  thy 
'*  thoughts  unto  me,  O  God  !  How  great  is  the  fum  of  them : 
**  If  I  (hould  count  them;  they  are  more"  in  number  than  the 
<*  fand;^  when  I  awake,  I  am  flill  with  thcei"Pral.  cxxxlx.  17, 
181  Yet  it  muA  be  acknowledged,  for  the  relief  of  weaker 
Chriflians,  that  there  is  a  great  diiFerence  and  variety  found  in 
this  matter,  anrong  the  people  of  God:  For  ihe  ftrength,  fteadi- 
nefs,  andconOancy  of  a  fpiritual  mind,  refult  from  ttie  depth,  and 
inprovetaeat  of  fan£tificatioA :  The  more  grace,  fiill  the  moi q 


Serm.XXIV.  .  The  Method  of  Grace.  4J3 

cvcnnefs,  fpirituality,  and  ^oaftancy,  there  is  in  the  motions  of 
the  heart  after  God.  The  minds  of  weak  Chriftians  are  more 
^afily  entangled  in  earthly  vanities,  and  more  frequently  diver- 
ted by  inward  corruptions ;  yet  ftill  there  is  a  fpiritual  Pondus^ 
inclination,  and  bent  of  their  hearts  towards  God;  and  the  vani* 
ty,  and  corruption  which  hinders  their  communion  with  himt 
is  their  greateft  grief^  and  burthen  under  which  they  groan  in  this 
world. 

Evidence  7.  Thofe  to  whom  the  Spirit  of  grace  is  given,  are 
led  by  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii.  14,  **  As  many  as  are  led  by  the! 
*'  Spirit  of  God,  they  are  the  Sons  of  God  :*V  Saa^lified  fouls 
give  ihcmfelves  lup  to  the  government,  and  conduft  of  the  Spirit ; 
they  obey  his  voic6,  beg  his  dircftion,  follow  his  motion,  deny 
the  follicitations  of  the  flefti  and'blood,  in  obedience  to  him,  Gal; 
i.  16.  And  they  that  do  fo,  they  are  the  fons  of  God.  It  is  the 
office  of  the  Spirit  to  ^uide  us  in  all  truth  ;  and  it  is  our  great 
duty  to  follow  his  guidance.  Hence  it  is,  that  in  ail  enterpriles, 
and  undertakings,  the  people  of  God  fo  earneflly  beg  direftion, 
and  counfel  from  him.  "Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  righteouf- 
**  nefs,  (faith  David)  make  ihy  ^ay  ftraight  before  my  face," 
Pfal.  viii.  5.  They  dare  not,  in  doubtful  cafes,  lean  to  their  own 
undcrftandings ;  yea,  in  points  of  duty,  and  in  points  of  fin,  they 
dare  not  negleft  the  one,  or  commit  the  other,  againft  the  con- 
viftions,  and  perfuafions  of  their  own  confciences;  though  trbu- 
ble8,'and  fufFerings  be  unavoidable  in  that  path  of  duty,  when 
they  have  balanced  duties  with  fufFerings,  in  their  moll  fcrious 
thoughts,  theiconclufion  and  refult  will  ftill  be,  it  is  better  to 
obey  God,  than  man,  the  diftates  of  the  Spirit,  rather  than  the 
cojunfels  of  flcfh  and  blood. 

But,  before  I  leave  this  point,  I  reckon  myfelf  a  debtor  unto 
weak  Chriftians,  and  ftiall  endeavour  to  give  fatisfaftion  to  feme 
fpecial  doubts  and  fears,  with  which  their  minds  are  ordinarily 
.  entangled  in  this  matter  ;  for  it  is  a  very  plain  cafe,  that  inany 
fouls  have  the  prefence,  and  fandification  of  the  Spirit  without 
the  evidence  and  comfort  thereof.  Divers  things  are  found  in 
believers,  which  arc  fo  many  fountains  of  fears;  and  doubts  to 
them.     And, 

ObjeBion  i.  Firft,  I  greatly  doubt  the  Spirit  of  God  is  not  inf 
me  (faith  a  poor  Chriftian)  becaufe^of  the  great  darknefs,  and  ig- 
norance which  clouds  my  foul ;  for  I  read,  1  John  ii.  27.  that  he 
enlightneth  the  foul  which  he  inhabiteth.  **  The  anointing  which , 
•*  ye  have  received  of  him  abideth  in  you,  and  ye  need  not  that 
*'  any  inan  teach  you,  but  as  the  fame  anointing  teacheth  you 
y  of  all,. tilings/'  i^^.-bnt;  alas^  my  underftanding  is  weak  and 
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clpadf »  I  have  need  to  learn  of  the  meaoefl-of  God*s  peopk  i 
This  <Kily  I  koow,  that  I  know  nothiag  as  I  ought  to  know. 

Sol.  Two  things  are  to  be  regarded  ia  fplrimd  knowle^ ; 
piz.  the  qoantity,  and  the  efficacy  thereof.  Your  conditioa 
doth  not  fo  much  depend  upon  the  meafures  of  knowledge  i 
for,  haply,  you  are  under  oiany  natural  diiadvantages,  and  waol 
thofe  helps  and  means  of  encreafing  knowle(%e»  which  others 
plentifully  enjoy.  It  may  be  you  have  wanted  the  helps  of  e* 
dncation,  or  have  been  encumbred  by  the  neeefllties  aiid  cares 
of  the  world,  which  have  sillowed  you  but  little  leifure  for  the 
Improvement  of  your  minds  :  But  if  that  which  ybo  do  kneWf 
be  turned  into  pradlice  and  obedience,  Coi.  i.  9,  10.  If  it  haftt 
inftaence  upon  your  hearts,  and  transform  your  affedions  into 
a  fpiritual  frame  and  temper,  2  Gor.  iii.  17,  iS«  if  your  igno- 
rance humble  you,  and  drive  you  to  God  dally  for  the  increab 
of  knowledge,  one  drop  of  fuch  knowledge,  of  Cbrift,  and 
yourlelves  as  this,  is  more  worth  than  a  fea  of  human,  moral, 
imfanAHied,  and  fpeculative  knowledge  :  Tho'  you  know  but 
little,  yet  that  little  being  fanflified,  is  of  great  value  :  Thoi^h^ 
you  know  but  liftle,  time  was  when  ye  knew  n9thing  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  or  the  ftate  of  your  own  fouls.  In  a  word,  though  yo« 
know  but  little,  that  little  you  do  know  will  be  ftill  increafing, 
V  like  the  morning  light,  which  (hineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
*'  pcrfeft  day,"  Prov.  iv.  18.  If  thou  kaoweft  fo  much  as 
brings  thee  to  Chrift,  thou  (halt  fhortly  be  where  thy  knowledge 
fl)a>l  be  as  the  light  at  noon-day. 

0^js6f.  2.  1  fometimes  find*  my  heart  raifed,  ancj  my  affe^Uons 
melted  in  duties,  but  1  doubt  it  is  in  a  natural  way,  and  not  from 
the  Spirit  of  God :  could  I  be  aflured  thofe  motions  of  my  heart 
were  from  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  not  merely  a  natural  thing, 
it  would  be  fiogular  comfort,  and  iati&fadion  to  me. 

&>/•  Firfiy  Confider,  whether  this  be  not  tht  ground  of  your 
£ear  and  doubting,  becaufe  you  are  fain  to  take  psnn^  in  the  way 
of  meditation,  prayer,  and  other  duties,  to  bring  your  hearts 
to  relifh  and  favour  the  things  of  God ;  whereas,  it  may  be^ 
you  ex^pedt  your  fpiritual ,  enlargements  and  comforts  ihould 
flow  in  upon  you  fpontaneoufly,  and  drop  from  heaven  immedi- 
ately of  their  own  accord,  without  any  pains  or  induffary  erf 
yours.  Here  may  be,  (aod  probably  is)  a  great  miOake  in  this 
matter ;  for  the  Spirit  of  God  works  in  the  natural  method, 
wherein  affeflions  ufe  to  be  raifed,  and  makes  ufe  of  fuch  duties 
as  meditation  and  prayer,  as  inftruments  to  do  that  work  by» 
Ezek.  xxxyi.  37.  So  David  was  forced  to  reafon  with,  and 
chide  hi?  own  heart,  PfaL  xUi.  5.    Thy  comfort  and  cnlarge«: 
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ment  may  nev^rthelefs  l>e  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit^  becaofe  God 
Qiakcs  it  fpriDg  up,  and  grow  upon  thy  duties. 

Secondly 9  Take  this  as  a  fure  rule,  whatfoever  rifes  from  ielf^ 
sdways  aims  at,  and  terminates  in  felf.^  This  Aream  cannot  b^ 
carried  higlier  than  the  fountain  ;  if  therefore  thy  aim,  and  end 
In  ftrivtng  for  affedions  and  enlargements  in  duty,  be  only  to 
win  appianfe  from  men,  and  appear  to  be  what  in  reality  thou 
art  not,  this,  indeed  is  the  fruit  of  nature,  and  a  very  corrupt 
find  hypocritical  nature  ;  but  if  thy  heart  be  melted,  or  defire 
to  be  melted  in  the  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  in  order  to  the  far- 
ther mortification  of  it ;  and,  under  the  appreheniions  of  the 
free  grace  and  mercy  of  God  in  the  pardon  of  fin,  in  order  to 
the  engaging  of  fhy  foul  mpre  firmly  to  him ;  if  ihefe,  or  fuchi 
like,  be  thy  ends  and  defigns,  or  be  promoted  and  furthered  by 
thine  enlargements,  and  fpiritual  comforts,  never  rejeA  them  as 
the  mere  fruits  of  nature  :  A  carnal  root  cannot  bring  forth  fuch 
fruits  as  theie. 

Object.  3.  Upon  the  contrary,  fpititual  deadnefs,  and  indifpof- 
ednefs  to  duties,  and  to  thofe  efpectally  which  are  more  fecret, 
fpiritual,  and  felf  denying  than  others,  is  the  ground  upon  which 
many  fpiritual  fouls,  who  are  yet  truly  gracious,  do  doubt  the 
indwelling  of  the  Spirit  in  them.  O,  faith  fuch  a  foul,  if  the 
Spirit  of  God  be  in  me,  Why  is  it  thus  ?  Could  my  heart  be  (q 
dead,  fo  backward,  and  averfe  to  fpiritual  duties  ?  No,  no; 
thefe  things  would  be  my  meat  and  my  drink,  the  delights  and 
pleafures  of  my  life. 

SoL  Firftt  TheTe  things  indeed  are  very  fad,  and  argue  thy 
heart  to  be  out  of  frame,  as  the  body  is,  when ,  it  cannot  relifh 
the  moil  defirable  meats,  or  drinks  :  But  the  queftion  will  be, 
how  thy  foul  behaves  itfelf  in  fuch  a  condition  as  this  is  ?  whe- 
tber  this  be  eafy  or  burdenfbme  to  be  borne  by  thee  ?  *  and  if 
thou  complain  under  it  as  a  burden  ;  then,  what  pains  thou 
takefl  to  eafe  thyfelf,  and  get  rid  of  it  ? 

Secondly^  Know  alfo,  that  there  is  a  great  difference  betwixt 
fpiritual  death,  and  fpiritual  deadnefs ;  the  former  is  the  ftate  of 
the  uaregeoerate,  the  latter  is  the  difeaie  anci  complaint  of  ma- 
ny thoufand  regenerate  fouls :  If  David  had  not  felt  it  as  well  as 
thee,  he  would  never  have  cried  out  nine  times  in  the  compafs 
of  one  Pfalm,  ^icken  me,  quicken  me,    Befides, 

*  He  who  iDcIines  to  that  which  is  good,  and  is  averfe  to  that 
«    which  is  evil ;  has  a  defire  of  pleafing  God,  though  fbmetimes  being 
feduced  by  evil  concupifcence,  through  infiimity  he  may  commit  that 
which  is  difpleafifig  to  Cod.    Daven,  • 
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Thirdly,  Though  it  be  sfteriy  it  is  net  fo  always  with  thcci 
there  are  feafoils  wherein  the  Lord  breaks  in  upon  thy  h^art, 
enlarges  thy  afTed^ions,  and  fets  thy  foul  at  liberty  ;  to  which 
times  then  wilt  do  well  to  have  an  eye,  in  thefe  dark  and  dou- 
dy  days. 

Oljedl.  4.  But  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the  comforter  as  well  as 
a  fanElifier  :  He  doth  not  only  enable  men  to  believe,  but  after 
they  believe,  he  alfo  feals  them,  Eph.  i.  13.  Bui  I  walk  ia 
darknefs,  and  am  a  Granger  to  the  fealing  and  comforting  work 
of  the  Spirit :  How  therefore  can  I  imagine  the  Spirit  of  God 
fhouid  dwell  in  me,  who  go  from  day  to  day  in  the  bitternefi 
of  my  foul,  mourning  as  without  the  fun  ? 

5o/.  There  is  a  two-fold  fealing,  and  two-fold  comfort :  The 
Spirit  fealeth  both  obje^lively  in  the  work  of  fanftification,  and 
formally,  in  giving  clear  evidence  of  that  work.  Thou  mayft 
be  fealed  in  the  firfl,  whilft  thou  are  not  yet  fealed  in  the  fe- 
cond  fcnfe  :  If  fo,  thy  condition  is  fafe,  although  it  be  at  pre- 
fcnt  uncomfortable.  And,  as  to  comfort,  that  alfo  is  of  two 
forts,  viz,feminal,  or  a^ual :  in  the  root,  or  in  the  fruit;  Light 
is  fown  for  the  righteous,  Pfal.  xcvii.  n,  though  the  harvcft, 
to  reap  and  gather  in  that  joy  and  comfort,  be  not  yet  come. 
And  there  are  many  other  ways  befide  that  of  joy  and  comfort, 
whereby  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  may  evidence  itfelf  in  thy 
foul :  If  he  do  not  enable  thee  to  rejoice,  yet  if  he  enable  thee 
fmcerely  to  mourn  for  fin ;  if  he  do  not  enlarge  thy  heart  in 
comfort,  yet  if  he  humble  and  purge  thy  heart  by  forrows  ;  ifhe 
4eny  thee  the  ajjurance  of  faith,  and  yet  give  thee  the  dependance 
of  faith,  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  call  in  queftion,  or  deny  the  in- 
dwelling of  the  Spirit  in  thee  for  that  caufe. 

OhjeEl.  5.  But  the  apoftle  faith,  **  They  that  walk  in  the  Spi- 
"  rit,  fulfil  the  lufts  of  the  flefti,"  Gal.  v.  16.  bur  1  find  my- 
felf  entangled,  and  frequently  overcome  by  them :  Therefore  I 
doubt  the  Spirit  of  God  is  not  in  me. 

Sol.  It  is  poffible  tlie  ground  of  your  doubting  may  be  your 
iniftake  of  the  true  fenfe  and  meaning  of  that  fcripture  :  It  is 
not  the  apoftle's  meaning  in  that  place,  that  fin  in  believers  doth 
not  work,  tempt,  and  oftentimes  overcome,  and  captivate  them; 
for  then  he  would  contradift  htmfelf  in  Rom.  vii.  23.  where  he 
thus  complains,  "  But  I  fee  another  law  in  my  members,  war- 
•*  ring  againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  capti- 
*•  vity  to  the  law.  of  fin  which  is  in  my  members."  But  two 
things  are  meant  by  that  expreffion,  "  Ye  fliallnot  fulfil  the 
<*  lafi:s^of  the  ftefii." 

Firft,  Tbut  the  principle- of  grace  wUl  give  a  check  to  fin  ia 
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hi  firft  tbotioflS>  atlid  ttfuft  it  to  ffiit^rry  id  the  ^ttAb^  like  kix 
Utiti^tiy  t>it^,  ^ftiire  it  Icoih^  td  it$  full  ttiatortty;  it  fhall 
II^V^  ^  ablK  tii  gbitt  the  fall  c^SAiTcht  6f  the  MtriU,  ai  it  doth  ih 

Stibndfy,  If,  tiOtWfthft^Adiflg  all  tBe  bp^fiti<&o  gl-ac^  thaki^ 
to  hMdr  tbt  Wrth,  01^  eomftiiffiod  6f  it»  it  doth  yet  pftValt,  and 
break  forth  into  aft ;  yet  fuch  afts  of  fia,  as  they  are  not  com- 
iDitted  without  regret,  fo  they  are  followed  mthjbam^yjbrrmup 
mi  irat  a-tpenfance  *  A&d  (hdfe  fttf  faf pirliah,  and  captivities 
of  fiQ  at  one  time,  are  made  cautioDs  and  warniogs  to  prevent  it 
at  another  tibie;  it  it  be  fo  ^ith  thee,  thou  doA  not  fulfil  the 
lufts  of  the  flcih. 

And  h^'vit,  re&itit,  ^pdti  ihH  #Ht^^i  it  tipdia  ^xatfrioa'tibd  df 
thy  heart  by  thefe  rules»  the  Lord  (hall  help  thee  to  difcern  the 
fiiviog  work  of  the  Spirit  crpoa  thy  fouU  and  thereby  thio6  is- 
tdreft  m  Cbrift,  What  a  happy  man  or  wptban  art  tboU !  what 
pleafure  will  arife  to  thy  foul  from  fuch  a  difcovery  t  Look  upoa 
the  frame  of  thine  heart  abfoiutefy  as  it  is  in  iticif  at  prefent,  or 
€vm/>a'railVrtyy  With  what  eac^  it  was,  tad  others  dill  are,  aod 
^tfldu  wilt  find  enough  td  trabfpcirt  and  melt  thy  hatrt  ^itiUn 
thee :  Certainly  tht»  is  the  mad  glorious  piece  of  workiitanflii{i 
thiit  ever  God  wrought  ill  the  world  upon  any  mad,  Epb;  iii  le*. 
The  Sph-it  of  God  is  come  cbwa  from  heaveo,  and  hath 
baHowed  thy  foul  to  be  a  temple  for  himfclf  to  dwell  in  ;  ai  he 
bath  (aid,  ''  I  will  dw^eil  in  thcAi,  and  waHs  in  them,  and  I  will 
«'  be  their  God,  a&d  they  (hall  be  my  pdopld,"  i  Cor<  vii.  iS. 
MdftoVer,  ibis  gift  of  the  Spirit  fo  a  fure  pledge  and  earneft  of 
thy  ftttuk-e  glory :  Tiilie  was,  when  there  was  fio  futh  work 
vpoit  thy  fouh  And,  confidering  the  frame  and  Mibpier  of  it, 
the  total  sTerfatlte,  firodfg  oppoHtion,  and  rooted  ennlhy  tbaK 
was  in  it ;  H  is  the  wonder  of  wonder^^  fhit  ever  flich  a  w^k 
ni  this  (Kould  be  wrought'  upon  fach  ao  heart  ai  thine ;  that 
tvcr  the?  Spirit  of  God,  whofc  nature  it  pure  aod  perfii^t  hoK* 
fiifs,  fhould  tihufe  fach  an  unde^  pOUttted,  abominable  heart 
to  frame  sfn  habttatlofi  for  hkhfelf  there  to  d^rcU  ih ;  to  fay  oJF 
#by  foul  (now  bis  fpiricual  tempU)  as  he  once  faidof  the  material 
temffle  zt  Jemjklem,  Pfal.  cxxxit.  ly,  14.  "  The  Lord  badi 
«•  chofeft  H,  he  hath  dcfit^d  it  for  his  habitation.  Thi^  is  m^ 
**  reft  for  ever  :  Here  will  I  dwell ;  for  I  have  difircd  it'*  O 
ii%at  hath  God  ioat  foe  thy  ibul ! 

Think,  reader,  and  think  again  :  Are  there  not  many  Add* 
findi  is  the  world  of  more  ing^mlons,  fweet,  and  amiable  dif- 
podtions  than  thyfelf,  whom  yet  the  Spirit  of  God  ^afleth  by. 
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and  leaveth  thetn  as  tabernacles  for  Satan  to  dwell  in  ?  Such  a 
one  thoa  lately  waA,  and  hadft  ftill  remained,  if  God  had  not 
.wrought  for  thee,  beyond  all  the  cxpeftations  and  defircs  of 
thine  own  heart.  O  blefs  God,  that  you  have  received  not  the 
fpirit  of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God  ;  that  yc 
might  know  the  thiugs  which  are  freely  given  unto  you  of 
God. 

SERMON      XXV. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Ncceffityof  the  New  Creatuxe. 

2  Cor.  V,  17,  Therefore  if  any  man  he  in  Chriftj  he  is  a  new 
creature :  oU  things  are  pafjed  away  ;  behold^  all  things  are 
become  new* 

VOU  have  fccn  one  trial  of  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  in  oor 
-*•  laft  difcourfe,  namely,  by  the  donation  of  the  Spirit.  We 
have  here  another  trial  of  the  fame  matter,  from  one  of  the 
.  greateft,  and  mof)  noble  effedls  of  the  Spirit  upon  our  fouls ; 
namely,  his  work  of  renovation,  or  new  creation ;  "  If  any  man 
^*  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature."  The  apoftle*^  fcppe  in 
the  immediate  context,  is  to  difTuade  ChrUVians  from  a  carnal, 
finful  partiality,  in  their  refpefts  to  men  :  Not  to  defpife  them 
after  the  manner  of  the  world,  according  to  the  external  difier- 
ences,  but  the  real  internal  worth,  and  excellency  that  is  ia 
men.  This  the  apoftle  prefles  by  two  arguments ;  one  drawn 
from  the  end  of  Chrift's  death,  verfe  i  J.  which  was  to  take 
off  from  theie  felH(h  defigns^  and  carnal  ends,  by  which  the 
whole  world  is  fwayed.  Secondly,  From  the  new  Spirit,  by 
which  believers  arc  aftuated  :  they  that  are  in  Chrift,  are  to 
judge,  and  meafurc  all  things  by  a  new  rule :  **  If  any  man  be 
**  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature :  Old  things  are  pafTed  away ;" 
q,  d.  we  have  done  with  that  low,  felfilh  fpirit  of  the  worW," 
which  was  wholly  governed  by  carnal  intereft  ;  we  are  now  to 
judge  by  a  new  rule,  to  be  aft na ted  from  a  new  principle,  aim 
vat  a  new,  and  more  noble  end  ;  "Behold,  all  things  are  become 
«*  new."  In  thefe  words  5^e  have  three  general  parts,  to  be  di- 
ftiuftly  confidered,  viz. 

\  T.  The  great  qucflion  to  be  determined,  "  If  any  man  be  in 
*«  Chrift  ?'» 
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•    2/  The  rule  by  which  it  may  be  determined ;  viz.  '*  he  is  a 
"  new  creature." 

3.  This  general  rule  more  particularly  explained ;  *'  Old 
**  things  are  pafled  away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." 
'  Firfi^  We  have  here  the  great  queAion  to  be  determined, 
'XVhether  a  man  be  in  Chrift  ?  A  queftion^  upon  the  determi- 
nation whereof,  we  muft  ftand,  or  fall  for  ever.  By  Iteing  in 
€hrifl[\  the  apqftle  doth  not  here  mean  the  general  profeiGon  of 
Chriftianity,  which  gives  a  man  the  reputation  of  an  interefl  ia 
him  ;  but  by  being  in  Chrift,  he  means  an  interefl  in  him,  by 
vital  union  with  his  peribn,  and  real  participation  of  his  benefits^ 
Now  this  is  the  queflion  to  be  determined,  the  matter  to  be  tried ; 
than  which,  nothing  can  be  more  folemn,  and  important  in  the 
whole  world.  ^ 

Secondly,  The  rule  by  which  this  great  quefHon  may  be 
determined,  viz.  The  new  creation :  "  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift, 
**  he  is  a  new  creature."  By  this  rule  all  the  titles,  and  claims 
made  to  Chrift  in  the  profef&ng  world,  are  to  be  examined. 
^Ifany  man}  be  he  what  he  will,  high,  or  low,  great,  or  fmall ; 
learned,  or  illiterate  ;  young,  or  old;  if  he  pretend  intereft  ia 
Chrift,  this  is  the  ftandard  t^  which  he  muft  be  tried :  if  he  be 
,  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  and  if  he  be  not  a  new  creature , 
he  is  not  in  Chrift,  let  his  endowments,  gifts,  confidence,  and 
reputation  be  what  they  will:  [^A  new  creature'}  not  new  phy* 
lically,  he  is  the  fame  perfbn  he  was  ;  but  a  new  creature,  that 
IS,  a  creature  renewed  by  gracious  principles,  newly  infufed  into 
him  from  above,  which  fway  him,  and  guide  hini  in  another 
manner,  and  to  another  end  than  ever  he  aAed  before ;  and 
thefe  gracious  principJes  not  being  educed  out  of  any  thing, 
which  was  pre-cxiftent  in  man,  but  infufed  de  novo,  from  above, 
are  therefore  called,  in  this  place,  a  new  creature :  This  is  the 
rule,  by  which  our  claim  to  Chrift  muft  be  determined. 

Thirdly,  This  general  rule  is  here  more  particularly  explain- 
ed ;  '*  Old  things  Arc  pafled  away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become 
•*  new."  He  fatisfies  not  hlmfclf  to  lay  down  this  rule  coa- 
/"cifely,  or  exprefi  it  in  general  terms,  1)y  telling  us,  the  man  ia 
Chrift  muft  be  i  new  creature;  but  more  particularly,  he  fliews 
us  what  this  new  creature  is,  and  what  the  parts  thereof  are ;  viz. 
Both 

i:  The  privative  part;  "Old  things  are  pafled  away." 
2.  The  pofitive  part  thereof;  "  All  things  are  become  new." 
By  old  things,  he  means  all  thofe  carnal  principles,  fclf-ends, 
afid  fte(hly  lufts^  belonging  to  the  carnal  ftate^  or  the  old  man  1 
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ijll  lb«fii  ar?  P4[^.  away,  y  ''  *  QQt  (mplj,  ^  f^rf^ly»  but 
*'  ooly  in  partt  at  preieoc,  and  wholly  in  hope,  %q4  e^pe^^Uo^ 
**  hacaft^r."  So  much  briefly  of  tto  pritf^tiYij  p^t  of  the 
Bcw  creature,  '*  Old  (tixvM  are  paiO^d  ^w^y."  A  Mror^  or  two 
muftbc  Ifok^cftYi^  f^tvv^m^i  **  AH  things  art  ^^c^jQine 
•*  new."  He  ms9fi%,  not  t^^t  the  old  faqqltics  of  the  feoJ  ^e 
^boliOied,  ^d  p^w  P^s.  created  i^  tl^^ir  ropni :  but  a^  q^ 
bodies  may  be  fiid  u?  be  new  boijii^a,  by  re^fcq  of  tfeeir  pew  w.^ 
dowmeqts.  ^d  qnaUti£&  fuperrioduced^  ^  beftgi^d  ^m 
t)i^ni  iq.  their  re(urre£lio0;  ^o  9110  £>ul^  ar^  now  renewed  by 
the  infufion  of  iM;>y.  ara^V)lci5  principle?^  ^ptQ  tbcpp^  'v\  lb?  iKO^I^ 
qiF  r^genetrs^tion.  Tb^fo  tvo  p«ct^  ;^«?;.  Xhtpiyatw  |»rt,  itid 
pafling  aw^y  of  old  tbio^p  ;  ?n4  tbefjj/iL^iv^  wri;,  the  r^newj 
of  all  things,  do,  betwixt  them,  comprize  the  whet(c  n^twe  ^ 
f^nAificatipA,  which,  in  other  ^rtptyres,  is  e^prefled  by  e^iJiiva- 
lent  phfafea;  fpmjctt^ie^  by  putting  off  tbic  ok!,  ^d  (tutttog  oit 
thr  new  man,  ^ph.  iv,  24}.  fometiines  by  dying  tmto  fin,  and 
Jiving  untp  righteoufnefe^  Rom.  vi,  ^i.  whidi  i^  the  fdf -fa^w^ 
thing  the  apoAlehere  ipite^ds^  by  tbe  p^ngavifay,  of  old  dwgs^ 
apd  making  aU  tbinga  9;ewv  And  bf^c^nfe  this.  i&  the  moft  ex*i 
cellent,  glorious,  ^nd  admirable  wotH  of  th^  Spirit,  wbkh  i^  ^, 
can  be  wrought  cfpon  m^  'm.  this  wptld^  therefore  the  apoftlo 
averts  it  with  an  ecct^  a  note  of  (pecijvl  penwftrU,  ^  Qbfenratioi^ 
'*  Behold,  ajl  thiog6,at;e  become  new;"  q^  i  Behold  and  admire 
this,  furprizing,  maryeUQi^s  change  which  Cod.  hath  madenpcn^ 
n^ ;.  they  af e  cpme  out  of  da^knefs  ii^^to  his  matveilous  li^t^ 
I.  Pet.  ii.  9,  ont  of  the  old,  a^  it  were,  into  a  new  woild^ 
**>  Behold,  ail  tbiijgs  are  become  new,"    H^pce  note, 

Ppft.  That  Gc4*s,  creating  cf  anev^  ftip/rnatvral  viprk  (fgrofi^ 
in  the^/oul  ^  at^^  mm,  U  that  vum^tjyir^^  und  infaUi^U  «*» 
dfnccrfafmitig^  inter ift  in,  Jffus  Chrifi* 

Suitable  hereunto  ^e  thdc  words  of  the  jjpoljlc,  l^ph.  iv.  OfeC^ 
^l,  2i2»  a3;  24.  '*  Qiitye  have  not  fo  learned  CbriA;  if  (obe  that 
**  ye.  have  heai:d  him,  aiid  haivc  beqi  taught  by,  him,  a^the  truths 
•*  is  iq  Jeiqs  :  Tba^yciput  qff,  coiKerning  the  former  oenverfa«. 
•*  fafioji,  the  old  msaa*  which  i?  corrupt,  a/ccorcKug  to'  deceitful. 
<*  ln/l«:  and  be  renewed  ii^  the  Spirit  of  your  ajiqij  •  *nd  tbrt 
"  ye  purcM^jhe  new  maq,  which  after  CJod  is  creai^ted  in  righte* 
*•  dufnefs  and  true  hglinefs,*'  Where  we  have,  in  other  wordi^ 
of  the  fame  impor,ta^ce,.tlMs  vsciy  fclf-lame  defcriptiop  of  ibc  man 
that,i$.i«  Qhjrift,  wWc^ttb«apoftlo,give^.^^.i^  tbi$.ti;xt,    Nqw, 
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for  the  Qp^fting^  ffatiag  of  ibis  poipt,  it  will  bi?  qpccfl&ry  thai* 

I.  >^ Hy  ibe  r«gewer{it]«g  work  of  the  Spirit  vk  alkd  a  oew 
crcatipQ, 

^,  lo  wliar  rerpcfts  cv^ry  foul  tb^t  is  in  (phrill  is  rcowcd,  cf 
^a^  a  qcw  crf^ature^ 

J.  Wbat  are  tbe  r^a;:kabl^  properties,  aod  qualities  of  tbU 
new  cr^at^re,  / 

4.  Tbe;  oeceffity  of  tbis  new  creation  to  all  that  are  in  Cbriftr 

|.  fjow  thi*  new  cr^jiiipB  Qvidences  our  intercft  in  ChriW, 

%,  A«ci  th^p  apply  the  wbgle  ia  tbe  proper  ufes  gf  it, 

/U(/f,  Wby  we  regeaeratiug  work  pf  the  Spirit  i$  called  a 
IvewcreaUQP.  Tbis  wnft  be  our  firft, enquiry.  And,  doubt* 
J^is,  the  reafQu  of  this  appellatioi^  is  the  analogy,  proportion^ 
Ai:i4  limilitude  which  is  found  betwixt  the  work  of  regeneiati- 
pn,  aod  God's  work  in  the;  firft  creation.  And  their  agrees 
spent,  aud  prppprtion  wiU  bQ  found  in  the  foiiowing  particn^ 
lars. 

Firfk^  The  fame  almighty  Author  who  crcate4  the  world,  a«- 
ateth  alfo  this  work  of  grace  in  the  foul  of  mani  2  Cor.  iv.  6« 
•*  God,  who  coawnaocjed  the  light  to  fhine  ouiof  d»rknef$,  hath 
**  (bined  into  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
"  the  glory  oi  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Cbrift."  The  faise 
powerful  word  which  created  the  natural,  createih  alfo  the  fpiri** 
tual  light.  \  }t  is  equally  abfurd  for  any  man  to  (ay^  I  ipake  oiy 
felf  to  repcQt^  or  to  believe,  a$  it  is  to  fay,  I  tnade  myfelf  to  exifCp 
mod  be. 

Secondly,  Tbe  firft  thing  that  God  created  in  the  natural 
world  was  light.  Gen.  i.  3.  and  the  firft  thing  which  God  cre- 
gteth  ia  the  new  creation^  15  the  light  of  fpiritual  knowledge, 
CoL  iii.  iQ^  "  Aad  have  put  on  the  new  o\an,  which  ia  renewed 
•*  in  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him," 

Thirdly,  Creation  is  out  of  nothing ;  it  requires  no  pre-.cxit 
tent  matter;  it  doth  not  bring  one  thing  out  of  another,  but  fomer 
thing  out  of  nothing  i  it  gives  a  being  to  that  which  before  had 
no  beipg :  So  it  Is  alfo  in  tbe  new  creation,  i  Pet.  ii  9,  i  p.  '*  Whu 
**  hath  called  yon  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light  1 
**  which  m  time  pafl  were  nut  a  people,  but  are  now  the  people 
'*  of  God ;  which  hj^d  not  obtained  uiercy,  but  now  haye  db* 
**  tained  mercy.*'  The  work  of  grace  is  not  educed  out  of  tha 
Ipwer  aud  principles  of  nature^  but  it  is  a  pure  work  of  creation. 

f  fitiniff  efi,  t$fi^J[$  komif^emy  quamJanOum>  i.  c.  W^  may 
f<}9Dqr  maj^e  owcf^ves  meuj  tb^  ^t^« 
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The  Heathen  philofophers  could  neither  underftand,  nor  acknow* 
ledge  the  creation  of  the  world,  becaufe  that  notion  was  repug- 
nant to  this  maxim  of  reafoo,  ex  nihih  nihil  fit  ^  out  of  nothing, 
nothing  can  be  made.  Thus  did  they  infardre  cum  ratume,  be- 
fool themfelves  with  their  own  reafonings ;  and  after  the  fame 
manner  fome  great  pretenders  to  reafon  among  us,  votipg  it  an 
abfurdity  to  affirm,  that  the  work  of  grace  is  not  virtually,  and 
potentially  contained  in  nature,  the  new  aeation  in  the  old. 

Fourthly  f  It  was  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
which  gave  the  natural  world  its  being  by  creation  ;  Gen.  i.  i. 
the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters ;  it  hover- 
ed over  the  chaos t  as  the  wings  of  a  bird  do  over  her  eggs,  as 
the  lame  word  is  rendered,  Deut.  xKxiL  ii.  cherUhing,  as  it 
were  by  incubation,  that  rude  mafs  by  a  fecret  quickening  in- 
fluence by  which  it  drew  all  the  creatures  into  their  feveral 
forms,  and  particular  natures.  So  it  is  in  the  new  creation;  a 
quickeniog  influence  muft  come  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  elfe 
the  new  creation  can  never  be  formed  in  us ;  John  iii.  8.  "  So 
*♦  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit."  And  ver.  6»  "  That 
^  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  fpirit." 

flftbly^  The  word  of  God  was  the  inftrument  of  the  firft 
creation  :  Pfal  xxxui.  6,  9.  "  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were 
**  the  heavens  made»  and  all  the  hoft  of  them  by  the  breath  of 
**  his  mouth  :  For  he  fpake,  and  it  was  done ;  he  commanded, 
•*  and  it  flood  faft."  The  word  of  God  is  alfo  the  inftrument 
of  the  new  creation,  or  work  of  grace  in  man ;  i  Pet.  i.  23. 
*^  Being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  feed,  but  of  incorrup- 
*•  tible ;  by  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth,  and  abideth  for 
**  ever."  So  James  i.  18.  "  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  ns,  with 
**  the  word  of  truth  :"  Of  his  own  will,  thi^t  was  the  impulfive 
canfe;  with  the  wordef  truth,  that  is  the  inftrumental  caufe. 
Great  refpeA,  and  honour,  love  and  delight,  is  due  to  the  word 
upon  this  account,  that  it  is  the  inftrument  of  our  regeneration^ 
W  new  creation. 

Sixthly t  The  fame  power  which  created  the  world,  ftill  nn- 
der-props  and  fupports  it  in  its  being:  the  world  owes  its  cofl- 
verfation,  as  well  as  its  exiftence,  to  the  power  of  God,  with- 
out which  it  could  not  fubfift  one  moment.  Juft  fo  it  is  with 
the  new  creation,  which  entirely  depends  upon .  the  preferving 
power  which  firft  formed  it  ;^  Jiide  ver.  i.  **  Preferved  in  Chrift 
*'  Jefus;"  and  i  Pet.  i.  5.  "  Who  were  kept  by  the  power  of 
**  God,  through  faith,  unto  falvation.*'  As  in  a  natural  way 
**  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being  in  God,**  Adls  xvii.  28, 
fo  in  a  fpiritual  way,  we  continue  believing,  repenting,  loving. 
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stnd  delighdog  in  God ;  without  whofe  coatiQue^  bfloeoce  up* 
on  oor  ibul$9  we  could  do  neither. 

'  Seventhly^  In  a  word,  God  lurveycd  the  firft  creation  with 
complacence  and  great  delight ;  he  beheld  the  works  of  his 
hands,  and  approved  them  as  very  good.  Gen.  i.  31.  So  this 
,  alfo  in  the  fecond  creation ;  nothing  pleaieth  and  delights  God 
more  than  the  works  of  grace  in  the  (bnis  of  his  people^  It  is 
not  an  outward  privilege  of  nature,  or  gift  of  providence,  whidi 
commends  any  man  to  God ;  "  Circumcifion  is  nothing,  and 
**  uncircumcifion  is  nothing,,  but  a  new  creature,"  Gal.  vi.  ij* 
And  thus  you  fee  upon  what  grounds  the  work  cf  regeneration 
I  in  man,  is  Ailed  a  new  creature ;  which  was  the  firft  thing  to  be 
opened. 

Secondly,  Next  we  muft  enquire,  in  what  refpeft^  every  foul 
that  is  in  Chrift,  is  renewed,  or  made  a  new  creature :  and  here 
We  (hall  find  a  threefold  renovation  of  every  man  that  k  in 
Ghrift,  viz. 

1.  In, his  ftate  and  condition. 

2.  In  his  frame  and  conftitution. 

3.  In  his  practice  and  converfation. 

Firji^  He  is  renewed  in  his  ftate  and  condition ;  for  he  pafleth 
from  death  to  life,  in  his  juAificatiou,  i  John  iii.  14.  He  was 
condemned  by  the  law,  he  is  now  juftified  freely  by  grace, 
through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Chrift :  he  was  under  the 
curie  of  tjie  firft  covenant ;  he  is  under  the  bleffing  of  the  new 
covenant :  he  was  afar  off,  but  is  now  made  nigh  unto  God : 
an  alien,  a  ftranger  once,  now  of  the  houfbold  of  God,  Eph.  it 
12,  13.  O  blefled  change,  from  a  fad  to  a  fwect  and  comfor* 
table  condition  !  "  There  is  therefore  no  condemnation  to  them 
"  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  Rom.  viii,  i. 

Secondly,  Every  man  in  Chrift  is  renewed  in  his  frame  and 
conftitution;  all  the  faculties  and  aSeftions  of  his  foul  are  re* 
I  newed  by  regeneration :  his  underftanding  was  dark,  but  now 

[  is  light  in  the  Lord,  Eph.  v.  8.  his  confcience  was  dead  and  fe* 

cure,  or  full  of  guilt  and  horror,  but  is  now  become  tender, 
i  watchful,  and  full  of  peace,  Heb.  ix.  14.  his  will  was  rebellious, 

ftubborn  and  inflexible ;  but  is  now  made  obedient,  and  com- 
f  plying  with  the  will  of  God,  Pfal.  ex.  2.  his  defires  did  once 

I  pant,  and  fpend  themfelves  in  the  purfuit  of  vanities,  now 

fhey  are  fet  upon  God,  Ifa.  xxvi.  8.  his  love  did  fondly  dote  up- 
i  on  enfnaring  earthly  objefts,  now  it  is  (wallowed  up  in  the  in- 

finite excellencies  of  God  and  Chrift,  Pfal.  cxix.  97.  his  joy  was 
once  in  trifles,  and  things  of  nought,  now  his  rejoicing  is  in 
Chrift  Jeftts,  Phil.  ili.  3.  his  fears  once  were  about  noxious 
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tttzxxxxt!^,  ti6w(5od  is  the  objeft  cf  the  fcaf  of  r^creacfc,  Afti 
ix.  71.  and  fin  the  obj^ft  6f  the  fear  of  cantion,  aCor.  to;  i  I. 
his  hopes  and  cxpeftatioiis  Wefe  only  frotti  the  world  prefent, 
bat  dow  from  that  to  come,  Hcb.  vr.  17.  Thtls  the  foot  ifr  \\\ 
faculties  and  afFcftiorts  is  renewed ;  which  being  done,  the  aettt* 
bers  and  fenfes  of  the  body  maft  needs  be  deftitiated,  aad  em* 
ployed  by  it  in  new  fcrvices  5  fio  more  to  be  the  weapons  of  dii* 
rightcoafnefs,  but  inrtrometits  of  fer^lce  to  jefus  Chrift,  Roaii 
Vi.  19.  And  thus  all  that  are  in  Chtift  are  redewed  iii  theii 
frame  and  conftitutio6. 

rhirdly.  The  tnatt  in  Chrift  Is  renewed  In  his  pfaflice  iiiid 
c3oaverfatiod  :  the  manner  of  dperatfon  alivay*  foltews^  the  Utiiaxh, 
of  beings.  Now  the  regenerate  not  being  what  they  were,  t^^ 
Hot  walk  and  aft  as  once  they  did ;  Eph.  ii.  t,  ^,  3./*  And  you 
**  hath  he  qaickened,  who  Were  once  dead  iri  tirefpafleS  db<f  fins; 
^  wherein  ye  walked  according  to  the  conrfe  6f  this  t^rorM."* 
They  were  carried  away,  like  water  by  the  ftrength  of  the  tide, 
by  the  influence  of  their  owti  corrdpt  natdfesr,  ahd  the  cnftoms 
and  examples  of  the  wdrld;  but  the  eafe  fe  now  atltered.  So 
in  I  Cvir.  vi.  11.  the  apoftle  fhews  believers  Iheif  old  compaaU 
6ns  in  fin,  atid  tells  fhetn,  *•  Such  were  fome  of  you,  but  ye  arc 
^  warhcd,  biit  ye  are  fanfitified,*.'*  be.  d.d.  the  world  H  now 
well  altered  with  ycJu, '  thanks  be  to  the  grade  of  God- for  Ir. 
This  wonderful  ehafige  of  praftrce,  ^hicfi  Is  fo  univerfaJ,  and 
remarkable  in  all  the  regenerate,  and  immedBaifely  oi^nf^quen^ 
npon  their  cotiverfion,  fets  the  world  a  wotideting  at  thetti} 
1  Pet.  iv.  4.  Wherein  tf\ey  think  if  ftrange,  that  ydu  run  mrf 
'*  with  them  into  the  fame  excefs  of  riot,  fpeaking  evil  of  ydrf. 
^'  They  think  it  ftrange:**  *The  word  fignifies  toftand  arid 
gaze,  as  the  hen  doth  which  h^th  brooded,  and  batched  j5ar- 
tridge  eggs,  when  fhe  feetK  the  chickens  ^;fi'hich  flte  hath  brought 
foi'th,  take  the  wiftg  afid  ffy  away  from  her.  Thus  do  the  rtrcti 
df  the  world  ftand  ama2!:ea  to  fee  their  did  cbiiip^nioii^  in  fia, 
v;hofe  language  oiice  Was  vaitt  amd  earthly,  it  iftay  be,  pr^facfd 
and  filthy,  now  to  be  praying,  fpeaking  of  Gorf,  heaven,  atiid 
things  fpiriiual,  having  fio  more  to  do  with  them,  ats  to  fin,  ex- 
cept by  way  of  reprehcrifidn  and  adnK>nitionf  thisiniafes  thi 
xvorfd,  and  makes  them  look  with  at  ftrafige  admh'iiig  eytf  dpoil 
the  people  of  God. 

*fir  M  |$r«^«i/1««,  /.  <?.  Then  (land  aniazcd,  as  at  the  figfit  of  an  vth^ 
feen  thing.  B^rn.  lis  fe  trouveht  td'Us  ridifeau^,  tr  co^tme  en  ui% 
autre  moftde\  /.  e.  th^y  ^nd  themfelves  all  neW,  aafd  aS  in  tn(k&ei^ 
tirotld. 
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Thirdly 9  In  the  next  place  let  us  enquire  into  the  properties  and 
qualities  oi  this  new  creature,  and  (hew  you,  as  we  are  able,  whac 
they  are :  yet,  reader,  expefl  not  here  an  exaA  and  accurate  ac- 
count of  that  which  is  fo  great  a  myftery ;  for  if  queftions  may  be 
,.  moved  about  a  filly  flie,  which  may  puzzle  the  greateft  philoib*' 
pher  to  refblve  them  ;.  how  much  more  may  we  conceive  this 
great  and  marvellous  work  of  God,  the  moft  myflerious  and  ad^ 
mirable  of  all  his  works,  to  formount  the  underftandings  of  the 
moft  iliuminated  Chrinians  ^ '  O  how  little  do  we  know  of  th^ 
tiature,  properties  and  operations  of  this  new  creature  \  So  fa( 
as  God  hath  revealisd  it  to  our  weak  underljtandiugs,  we  may 
Ipeakofit.     And,  , 

Firftf  The  fcriptore  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  thing  of  great  difficulty 
to  be  conceived  by  man,  John  iii.  8.  **  The  wind  bloweth  where 
*'  it  lilleth,  and  thou  heareft  the  found  thereof,  but  canft  not 
*"*  tell  whence  it  cooieth,  and  whither  it  goeth  :  So  is  every  one 
**  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit:*'  The  original  of  winds  is  a  quef* 
tion  of  great  difficulty  in  phikfophy  :  We  bear  the  voice  of  the 
wind,  ice\$  its  mighty  force,  and  behold  its  flrangb  efFedls; 
but  neither  know  whence  it  comes,  or  whither  it  goes.  Ask  a 
man,  Do  you  hear  the  wind  blow  ?  Yes.  Do  you  feel  it  blow? 
Yes,  very  fenfibly.  Do  you  fee  the  efFefts  of  it,  rending  and 
overturning  the  trees?.  Yes,  very  plainly.  But  can  you  de- 
faibe  Its  nature,'  or  declare  its  original  ?  No,  that  is  a  myflery 
which  I  do  not  underftand.  Why  jufl  fo  it  is  with  him  that  is. 
horn  of  the  Spirit.  The  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whofe  nature,  and 
operations  we  underftand  but  little  of,  comes  from  heaven,  quick- 
ens, apd  influences  our  fouls,  b^ats  down,  and  mortifies  our 
lulls  by  his  ahnighty  Power :  Thefe  effefl's  of  the  Spirit  in  us 
we  experimentally  feel,  and  fenfibly  difcern :  But  how  the  Spi- 
rit of  God,  firft  entred  into,  and  quickened  our  fouls,  and  pro* 
duced  this  new  creature  in  them,  we  underftand  little  more  o£ 
it,  than  how  the  bones  do  grow  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is 
with  child,  Ecclef.  xi.  5.  Therefore  is  the  life  of  the  new 
creature  called  a  hidden  life,  Col.  iii.  3.  The  nature  of  that 
life  is  not  only  hidden  totally  from  all  carnal  men,  but  in  a  very 
great  meafure  it  is  an  hidden,  and  qnknown  life  unto  fpiritu^l 
iben,  though  themfelves  be  the  fubjeds  of  it. 

Secondly^  But  though  this  life  of  the  new  creature  be  a  great 
niyftcry,  and  fecret  in  fome  refpefls ;  yet  fo  far  as  it  is  known* 
and  appears  unto  us,  the  new  creature  is  the  mod  beautiful^  and 
lovely  creature  that  ever  God  miadc ;.  for  the  beauty  o^  the 
I-ord  himfclf  is  upoait :  "  The  new  man  is  created  aftei  God," 

Voju.U.        -  Ooo 
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£pb.  iv.  24.  As  the  pi£kure  is  drawn  after  the  man,  it  is  9  draught 
pf  God  himfelf  delioeated  by  the  Spirit,  that  admirable  >3irtiIV^ 
Qpoa  the  foul  of  mao.  Holioefs  is  the  beauty,  aod  glory  of 
God ;  and  in  holinefs  the  new  creature  is  created  after  God!$ 
own  image,  Col.  iii.  i  o.  The  regenerate  foul  hereby  becomes 
holy,  I  j5in  iii.  3.  not  effintially  holy,  as  God  is,  nor  yet  efficient* 
fy  holy;  for  the  regenerate  foul  caa neither  make  itiielf,  nor  o- 
tfaers  holy :  But  the'life  of  the  new  creature  may  be  faid  to  re/em- 
bie  the  Itife  of  God  in  this,  that  as  God  lives  to  himfelf,  fo  the 
new  aeatnre  wholly  lives  to  God ;  as  God  loves  holinefs,  and 
hates  the  contrary,  fo  doth  the  new  creature ;  it  is  in  tbefe 
things  formed  after  the  image  of  Cod  that  created  it.  When  God 
creates  this  creature  in  the  foul  of  man,  we  arc  laid  then  to  be 
**  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,"  2  Pet.  i.  4*  So  that  thcie 
can  be  nothing  communicated  unto  men,  which  beautifies,  aoda- 
doms  their  ibuls  as  this  new  creation  doth  :  Men  do  iiot  refemble 
God  as  they  are  noble,  and  as  they  are  rich,  but  as  they  are  ho* 
ly :  no  gift,  no  endowment  of  nature  imbellifhes  the  foul  as  this 
uew  creature  doth  :  An  awful  Majefty  lijts  upon  the  brow  of  the 
newcreature,  commanding  the  greatetl,  and  worA  of  men  to  do 
homage  to  it,  Mark  vi.  20.  Yea,  fuch  is  the  beauty  of  the  new 
creature,  that  Chri/fc,  its  author^  is  alfo  its  admirer^  Qznu'vr. 
9.  "  Thou  haftraviftied  mine  heart  with  one  of  thine  eyes." 

Thirdly^  This  new  creature  is  created  in  man,  upon  the  high- 
eft  defign  that  ever  any  work  of  God  was  wrought :  the  end  of 
its  creation  and  infufipn  is  high  and  noble  :  falvation  to  the  ibnl 
in  which  it  is  wrought;  this  is  both  \ht finis  operis,  and  the 
finis  operantis :  It  is  the  defign,  both  of,  the  work,  and  of  the 
workman  that  wrought  it.  When  we  receive  the  end  of  our 
faith,  we  receive  the  falvation  of  our  fouls ;  falvation  is  the  end 
of  faith  :  as  death  is  the  end  of  fm,  fo  life  eternal  is  the  end 
of  grace.  The  new  creature  dbth,  by  the  inftinft  and  fteady 
dire^ion  of  its  own  nature,  take  its  courfe  as  directly  to  God» 
and  to  heaven,  the  place  of  his  full  enjoyment,  as  the  rrvers  do 
to  the  ocean ;  it  declares  itfelf  to  be  made  for  God,  by  its  rcft- 
lefs  workings  after  him ;  and  as  falvation  is  the  end  of  the  Aew 
creature,  fo  it  is  the  expre5  defign,  and  end  of  him  that  creatied 
It.  2  Cor.  V.  y.  **.Now  he  that  hath  wrought  us  for  the  icif 
*^  feme  thing,  is  God  ;"  by  this  workmanfhip  pf  his  upon  our 
fetils,  he  is  now  pdifhing,  preparing,  and  *^  making  them  meet 
*^  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritanceof  the  faints  in  light/'  Col. 
1.  12. 

Fmrthly,  This  new  creation  is  the  moft  i^ccefiary  work  that 
_«yer  God  wrought  upoDt  the  fool  jof  maa :  the  eternal  well-be- 
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ing  of  his  ibul  depends  upon  it;  and  without  it  fib  man  (hall 
fee  God,  Heb.  xii.  14.  and  John  i.  3,  5.  "  Ex^cept  y^  be  rcgenc- 
*•  rate,  and  born  agara,  you  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God." 
Can  yoube  faved  without  Chrift?  You  know  you  cannot.  Can 
'^ou  have  intereft  in  Chrift  without  the  new  creature  ?  My  text 
exprefly  (ells  you  it  can  never  be ;  for,  **  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift, 
♦*  he  is  a  new  creature."  O  reader,  whatever  flight  thoughts 
of  this  matter,  and  With  what  a  carclefs  and  unconcerned.cye  fcr- 
over  thou  readeft  thefe  lines ;  yet  know  thou  muft  cither  be  a 
new  creature,  or  a  milerabie  and  damned  creature  for  ever.  If 
dvility  without  the  new  creature  could  fave  thee,  why  are  not 
the  moral  Heathens  faved  alfo  ?  If  flriftnefs  of  life  without  the 
new  creature  could  fave  thee,  why  did  it  not  fave  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  alfo  ?  If  an  high  profeffion  of  religion  without  the  new 
creature  can  fave  thee,  why  did  it  not  fave  Judas,  Hymenaeus 
and  Philetus  alio  ?  Nothing  is  more  evident  than  this,  that  no 
repentance,  obedience,  felf*deniai,  prayers,  tears,  reformations 
or  ordinances,  wifhout-riie  new  creation,  avail  any  thing  to 
,the  falvation  of  thy  foul  i  the  very  blood  of  Chrift  himfelf  with- 
out'the  new  creature  never  did,  and  never  Will  fave  any  man.  Oh 
how  neceflary  a  work  is  the  new  creation !  "  Circumcifion  a- 
*<  vails  nothing,  and  uncircumcifion  nothing :  but  a  new  crea- 
"  ture." 

Fifthly,  The  ncM^  creature  is  a  marvellous  and  wonderful  crca^- 
ture:  there  are  many  wonders  in  the  firft  creation,  •*  The 
**  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  fought  out  of  all  them  that  have 
^  **  pleafure  therein,"  Pfal.  cxi.  2.  But  there  are  no  wonders  iji 
nature,  like  thofe  in  grace.  Is  it  not  the  greateft  wonder  th^t 
ever  was  feen  in  the  world  (except  the  incarnation  of  th^  Son  of 
God)  to  fee  the  nature  and  temper  of  man  fo  altered  and  chang- 
ed as  it  is  by  grace  ?  to  fee  lafcivioui  Corinthians ^  and  idolatrous. 
Ephefians  become  mortified  and  heavenly  Chriftians  ?  to  fee  a 
fierce  and  cruel  perfecutor,  become  a  glorious  confejfor  and  fuf- 
ferer  fbv  Chrift?  Gal.i.  23.  to  fee  the  camal;mind  of  man,  which 
was  lately  fully  fet  in  a  ftrong  bent  to  the  world,  to  be  wholly 
taken  off  from  its  lufts,  and  fet  upon  things  that  are  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  ?  Certainly  it  was  not  a  greater  miracle  to  fee  dead 
Lazarus  come  out  of  his/epuichre,  than  it  i's  to  fee  the  dead  and 
carnal  mind  coming  out  of  its  lufts  to  embrace  Jefus  Chrift  ;  it 
was  not  a  greater  wonder  to  fee  the  dead  and  dry  bones  in  the 
valley  to  move  and  come  together,  than  it  is  to  fee  a  dead  foul 
moving'after  God,  and  moving  to  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  faith. 

Sixthly,  The  new  creature  is  an  immortal  creature,  a  ere*- 
O  o  a  2 


ture  that  (hall  never  fee  death,  John  vt.  14.  it  is  in  the  foul  of 
man,  a  well  of  water,  fpringing  up  unto  eternal  life.  I  will 
not  adventure  to  fay,  it  is  immortal  in  its  own  natnre,  fcM*  it  is 
but  a  aeature,  as  my  Xtxx.  calls  it;  and  we  know,  that  effential 
interminabiiity  is  the  incommunicable  property  of  God  :  The 
Hew  creature  hath,  both  a  beginning,  and  fucceiJSon;  and  there- 
fore might,  a](b,  have  an  end,  as  to  any  thing  in  itfelf,  or  its  own 
Bature :  Experience,  alfo,  (hews  us,  that  it  is  capable,  both  of 
increafing,  and  deaeafiog,  and  may  be  brought  nigh  unto  death, 
Rev«  lit.  2.  The  works  of  tht  Spirit,  in  believers,  may  be  r^o- 
dy  to  die  i  but  though  its  perpetuity  flow  not  out  of  its  owa 
nature,  it  flows  out  of  God's  covenant  and  promifes,  which 
make  it  an  immortal  creature :  when  all  other  cxcelieades  ia 
man  go  away,  as  at  death  they  will,  Job  iv.  2 1.  this  excelieocy, 
only,  remains  :  our  gifts  may  leave  us,  our  friends  leave  us,  our 
cflates  leave  us;  but  oqr  graces  will  never  leave  us:  they 
afcend  with  the  ibul,  (in  which  they  inhere),  ipto  glory,  when 
'  the  Aroke  of  death  feparates  it  from  the  body. 

Seventhly i.  The  new  creature  is  an  heavenly  creature  .•  "  It 
^'  is  not  born  of  flefii,  nor  of  blood,  or  of  the  wiU  of  man,  bat 
•*  of  God,"  John  i.  13.  its  defccnt  and  original  is  heavenly,  it 
is  fpirit  born  of  fpirir,  John  iii.  6.  its  center  is  heaven,  and 
thither  are  all  its  tendencies,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  8.  its  proper  food,  (Hi 
which  it  lives,  are  heavenly  things,  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7.  It  cannot  feed, 
as  other  creatures  do,  upon  earthly  things  ;  the  object  of  all  its 
delight,  and  love,  is  in  heaven^  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  26.  '*  Whom  have 
**  I  in  heaven  but  thee  f*^*"  The  hopes  and  expeAations  of  the 
new  creature  are  all  from  heaven ;  it  looks  for  little  in  this 
world,  but  waits  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  The  life  of  the 
.  new  creature  upon  earth,  is  a  life  of  patient  waiting  for  Chrift; 
bis  deCrcs,  ^nd  longings,  are  after  hegven,  Phil.  i.  23.  The 
fle(h,  indeed,  lingers,  and  would  delay,  but  the  new  creature 
hadens,  and  would  fain  b^  gone,  2  Cor.  v,  2.  It  isnot^thome 
whilfl  it  is  here  ;  it  came  from  beaveq,  and  cannot  be  quiet,  nor 
fuffer  the  foul,  in  which  it  dwells,  tq  be  fo,  until  it  com^ 
thiriier  aga}n, 

Eightly^  The  new  creature  is  an  aftive,  and  laborious  crea* 
ture  :  no  fooner  it  is  born,  but  it  is  afting  in  the  foul,  Afts  ix« 
6.  Behold  be  pray eth!  Aftivity  is  its  very  nature.  Gal.  v.  25, 
"  If  we  Jive  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  walk  in  the  Spirit."  Nor  is  it 
to  be  adipired,  that  it  (hould  be  always  aftive,  and  fliriing  in 
the  foul,  feeing  aftivity  in  obedience  was  the  very,€nd  for  which 
U  was  created.  **  for  we  are  his  workmanfliip,  created  in  Chrift 
t[  Jcfus  wQto  good  works,"  pph.  u,  iq-  and  he  ib«t  is  afted  ia 


SERiyi.  XXV.  Tks  Method  of  Grace.  ♦    469 

the  duties  of  religion,  by  this  principle^  of  the  new  crcattirc,  or 
nature,  will  (fo  far  as  that  principle  2ibt^  him)  delight, to  do  the 
will  of  God ;  rejoice  in  the  way  of  his  comQundments^  and  find-* 
the  fweetcft  pJc:^ure  in  the  paths  of  duty. 

Ninthfy,  The  new  creature  is  a  thriving  creature,  growing 
from  ftrengtK  to  ftrength^  1  Pet.  ii.  2.  and  chjtngiog,  the  foul 
in  which  it  is  fubjeAed,  from  glory  unto  glory,  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 
The  vigorous  tendencies,  and  conftant  ftrirings,  of  this  new  crea- 
ture, are  to  attain  its  juft  perfeflion  and  maturity,  Phil.  Ui.  11. 
It  can  endure  no  flints  and  limits  to  its  defires,  (hort  of  perfedi* 
on ;  every  degree  of  ftrength  it  attains,  doth  but  whet  and  (bar* 
pea  hisdcfires  after  higher  degrees :  Upon  this  account,  it  great- 
ly- delights  in  the  ordinances  of  God,  duties  of  religion,  and  ib* 
ciety  of  the  faints ;  as  they  are  helps  and  improvements  to  it,  in 
order  to  its  great  defign. 

Tenthiy,  The  new  creature,  is  a  creature  of  ^wonderful  prefer^ 
vations  * :  There  are  many  wonders  of  divine  providence,  in  the 
prefervation  of  our  natural  lives,  but  none  like  thofe  whereby  the 
life  of  the  new  creature  is  preferved  in  our  fouls  :  There  are 
critical  times  of  temptation  and  defertion,  in  which  it  is  ready  to 
die,  Rev.  iii.  2.  the  degrees  of  its  ftrength,  and  livelinefs,  are 
ibmetimtss  fadly  abated,  and  its  (weet  and  comfortable  workings 
intermitted.  Rev.  ii.  4.  the  evidences  by  which  its  being  in  us, 
was  wont  to  be  difcovered,  may  be,  and  often  are  darkened,  2 
Pet.  i.  9.  and  the  foul,  in  which  it  is,  may  draw  very  fad  con* 
clufions,  9bout  the  iiTue  and  event;  concluding  its  life  not  only 
to  be  hazarded,  but  quite  extioguidied,  Pfal.  Ii.  10.  1 1,  12.  but 
though  it  be  ready  to  die,  God  wonderfully  preferves  it  from 
death;  it  hath  as  well  its  reviving,  as  its  fainting  feafons.  And 
thus  you  fee,  what  are  the  lovely,  and  cximious  properties  of  the 
new  creature.     In  the  next  place, 

Fourthly,  We  will  demronflratc  the  neceflity  of  this  new  cre- 
ation, to  all  that  are  in  Chriil,  and  by  him  expedl  to  attain  falva- 
tion ;  and  the  neceflity  of  the  new  acaturc  will  appear  divers 
ways. 

Firfi,  From  the  pofitive  and  exprels  will  of  God,  revealed  hi 
fcripture,  touching  this  matter :  Search  the  fcriptures,  and  you 

*  Grace  indeed  cannot  be  totally  intermitted,  nor  finally  loft,  but 
there  may  be  an  omiffion  of  the  aft,  though  not  an  omiffion  of  the  ha* 
jjit,  the  aft  may  be  perverted  though  ti>e  faith  cannot  be  fubvened, 
it  niJiy  be  fiiaken,  though  not  (baken  out ;  its  fruits  may  fall,  but  its 
fap  lies  hid  in  the  root ;  the  effeft  of  juftification  may  be  fufpen'ded, 
bn  tlie  Rm  of  the  juftiSsd  caonui  fee  diffolved.     Suffrage  Brit. 
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*ftaU  find  God  hath  laid  the  whole  ftTeft  and  weight  of  yonr  e* 
fernal  happioefs,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  upon  this  work  of  the  SfnHtia 
yoar  fools.  So  our  Saviour  tells  Nicodemos,  John  iii.  5.  *'  Ye- 
**  rily,  verily,  I  fay  uato  thee,  except  a  man  be  bord  of  wat^, 
^«  aad  of  the  Spirit  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.** 
Agreeable  whereuntp  are  thofe  words  of  the  apoftlc,  fteb.  xH. 
14.**  Without  holinefs  no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord."  And  where- 
as  fome  may  think,  that  their  birth-right  privSeges,  enjoyment 
of  ordinances,  and  profeflion  of  religion,  may  commend  them  to 
Clod's  acceptance,  without  this  new  creation ;  he  (hews-  them 
bow  fond,  and  ungrounded,  all  fuch  hopes  are.  Gd.  vi.  15. 
*«  For  in  Chrift  Jcfus  neither  circunicifion  availeth  any  thing,  nor 
•*  undrcumciCon,  but  a  new  creature."  Chrift,  and  hcavei^ 
are  the  gifts  of  God,  and  he  is  at  liberty  to  beftow  them^  upoo 
what  terms  and  conditions  he  pleafeth ;  and  this  is  the  way,  the 
only  wjjy,  and  dated  method,  in  which  he^  wHl  bring  men,  by 
ChriO,  unto  glory  :  Men  may  rafe  out  the  rmpreiSbos  of  theie 
things  from  their  own  hearts,  but  they  can  never  alter  the  fet- 
tled courfe  and  method  of  falvation  :  Either  we  muft  be  new 
creatures,  as  the  precepts  of  the  word  command  us,  or  loft, 
and  damned  creatures,  as  the  tbreatenings  of  the  word  plainly 
•  tell  us,  •  ' 

Secondly,  This  new  creation,  is  the  inchoative  part  of  that 
great  falvation  which  we  expcft,  through  Chrift,  and  diereibn^ 
without  this,  all  hopes,  and  expeftations  of  falvation,  muft  ia- 
nifli :  Salvation,  and  renovation,  are  infeparably  coonefted. 
Onr  glory  in  heaven,  if  we  rightly  underftand  its  natnre,  cbn- 
iifteth  in  two  things ;  namely,  our  affimilation  to  God,  and  our 
frntcicn  of  God  :  and  both  ihefe  take  their  beginning,  and  rife, 
from  our  recfovation  in  this  world.  Here  we  begin  to  be  chang- 
ed into  his  image,  in  fome  degree,  2  Cor.  iii.  iS.  for  the  new 
man  is  created  after  God,  as  was  opened  above.  In  the  work 
of  Grace,  God  is  faid  to  begin  that  good  v/ork,  which  is  to  be 
jSWi/Z^^fif,  or  confummated,  in  the  day  of  Chrift,  Phil.  i.  6.  N©w 
nothing  can  be  more  irrational,  than  to  imagine,  that  ever  that 
tJcfign,  or  work,  (hould  be  fiuiihed,  or  perfefted,  which  never 
had  a  beginning.  ^ 

Thirdly,  So  ncce/Tary  is  the  new  creation,  to  all  that  expeft 
falvatiOQ  by  Chrift,  that,  without  this,  heaven  would  be  no 
heaven,  and  the  glory  thereof  no  glory  to  us,  by  reafbn  of  the 
unfuitablenefs,  and  averfion  of  our  carnal  minds  thereunto; 
•"  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  agalnft  God,"  Rom.  viii.  7^  and 
'enmity  is  exclufive  of  all  complacency  and  delight :  There  is  a 
neceiilty  of  a  fuitable  and  agreeable  frame  of  heart  to  God^  ia 
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order  to  that  .complaceatial  refl  of  our  ibuls  la  him  s  And  this 
agreeable  temper  U  wrought  by  our  new  creation.  2  Cor.v,  5. 
**  He  that  hatli  wrought  as  for  the  felF-faine  thiogi  is  God  :*' 
ReaovatioQy  you  iee,  is  the  working,  or  moulding  of  a  man's 
fyvrit  into  an  agreeable  temper,  or,  as  it  is  in  Col.  i.  i2.  the  mak- 
ing of  us  meet  for  die  inheritance  of  the  fain||  in  light. 

From  ail  which,  it  follows,  that  feeing  there  can  be  no  com- 
plaoence,  or  delight  in  God,  without  fuitablenefs,  and  conform!* 
ty.to  him,  as  is  plain,  from  i  John  iii,  2,  as  well  as  from  the 
reafon  ^d  nature  of  the  thing  itfelf ;  either  God  muA  become^ 
like  y$,  fuitable  to  our  fmfui,  corrupt,  and  vain  hearts,  which 
were  but  a  rude  bhdpbemy  once  to  imagine ;  or  elfe  we  muft. 
be  made  agreeable  and  fuitable  to  God,  which  is  the  very  thii^ 
I  am  now  proving  the  neceflity  of. 

•  Fourthly^  There  is  ^  abfolutc  necefljty  of  the  new  creature^ 
to  all  that  expeA  intereft  in.  Chrift,  and  the  glory  t9  come; 
finceall  the  charaQer$,  marks,  and  flgns  of  iuch  an  intereft, 
are  confbmtly  taken  from  the  new  creature  wrought  io  us« 
Look  over  all  the  marks  and  Tigns  of  intereA  in  ChriA,  or  ial- 
vation  by  him,  which  are  difperTed  through  the  fcriptures,  and 
you  fiiail  llill  iiod  purity  of  heart.  Mat.  v.  8.  Holinefs  bothia 
principle,  and  pra£ilcc,  Heb.  xii.  14.  Mortification  of  fin,  Rom* 
viii.  13.'  Xoftging  for  Chrift-s  appearance,  2  Tim.  iv.  &.  with 
multitudes  m^ore  of  the  fame  nature,  to  be  conftantly  made  the 
marks,  and  figns  of  our  falvation  by  ChriA.  So  that  either  we 
fflLUtt  have  a  new  bible,  or  a  nevj  heart :  For  if  thefe  fcriptures 
be  the  true  and  faithful  words  of  God,  no  unrenewed  creature 
^A  fee  his  face ;  which  was  the  fourth  thing  to  be  opened. 

Fifthly  t  The  laft  thing  to  be  opebed,  is,  how  the  new  creation 
is  an  infallible  proof,  and  evidence,  of  the  foul's  interefi  in  Chrift ; 
aiid  this  will  appear  divers  ways. 

Firfi,  Where  all  the  faving  graces  of  the  Spirit  arc,  there  in- 
terell  in  Chrifl:^  mufl  needs  be  certain  ;  and  where  the  newcrea** 
ture  is,  there  all  the  (aving  graces  of  the  Spirit  arc :  For  what 
is  the  new  creatufe,  but  the  frame,  or  fyflem  of  all  fpecial  fav- 
ing graces  ?  It  is  not  this,  or  that  particular  grace,  as  faith,  or 
hope,  or  love  lo  God,  which  conflitutes  the  new  creature ;  for 
theie  are  but  as  fo  many  particular  limbs,  or  branches  of  it:  but 
the  new  creature  is  comprehenfive  of  all  the  graces  of  the  Spi- 
rit. Gal.  V.  22,  23,  **  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  peace,  joy, 
'*  long-fnfFering,  gcntlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,  meeknefs,  temper* 
**  ance,"  ire.  .  Any  one  of  the  faving,  fpecial  graces  of  the  Spirit 
gives  proof  of  our  intcrcfl  in  Chrilt :  how  much  more,  then^ 
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the  new  creature,  which  is  the  complex  frame^  or  fyftem  of  all 
the  graces  together  ? 

Secondly^  To  conclude ;  Where  all  the  caufcs  of  an  interefl 
in  Chrift  are  fonnd,  and  all  the  cfFe6]ts  and  fruits  of  an  intereft 
in  Chrift  do  appear ;  there,  undoubtedly,  a  real  Intereft  in 
Chrift  is  found :  i|Ut  wherever  you  find  a  new  creature,  you 
find  all  the  caufes,  and  all  the  efiefts  of  an  intereft  in  Chrifl : 
For  there  you  ihall  find, 

FJrfit  The  impulfive  caufe,  viz. '  The  elcfting  love  of  God, 
from  which  the  new  creature  is  infeparable,  i  Pet,  i.  2. ;  m\h 
the  new  creature,  alfo,  the  meritorious,  ef&cient,  and  final  caufes 
of  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  union  with  him,  are  ever  found,  £pb» 
ii.  10.  chap.  1.4,  5,  6. 

Secondly,  All  the  eflcfts  and  fruits  of  intereft  in  Chrift,  are 
found  in  the  new  creature ;  there  are  all  the  fruits  of  obedi- 
ence, for  we  are  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  untb  good  works,  Epb, 
ii.  io«  Rom.  vii.  4.  there  is  true,  fpiritual  oppofition  to  iin. 
I  John  V.  18.  "  He  that  is  begotten  of  God,  keepeth  himfelf, 
*'  acd  that  wicked  one  touchcth  him  pot."  There  is  love  to  the 
peqple  of  God ;  i  John  iv.  7.  "  Every  0tJe  ihat  lovetb,  is  born 
•*  of  God.**  There  is  a  confclentious  refpeft  to  the  duties  of 
both  tables ;  for  the  new  creature  is  created  after  God  in 
righteoufnefs  and  true  hoHncfs,  Epl.  iv.  24,  There  is  perfe- 
vcrance  in  the  wavs  of  God,  to  the  verf  eW,  and  viftory  over, 
all  temptations ;  for  whofoever  is  born  e(  God,  overcometh*the 
world,  I  John  v.  4. ,  It  were  eafy  to  mil  over  all  other  particular 
fruits  of  our  union  with  Chrift,  and  fhew  you  every  9ne  of  them 
in  the  new  aeature.  And  thus  much  ^  the  do^rinal  part  of 
this  point. 
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2  Cor;  v.  17.  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  €hrift^  he  is, a  new 
creature  :  old  things  are  pajfedaway  ,-  behold,  all  things  are 
become  neiu. 

AFTER  the  explication  of  the  fcnfe  of  this  fcripturc,  we 
obferved, 
Doft.  That  God's  creating  of  a  new  fupematural  work  ef 
;     '    grace^  in  the  foul  of  any  man,  is  that  man's  fur e^  and  in* 
fallible  evidence  of  afaving  interefi  in  Jefus  Chrift* 
You  have  heard  why  the  regenerating  work  of  the  Spirit  is 
called  a  new  creation  ;  in  what  refpcft  every  foul  in  Chrift  is 
renewed;  what  the  eximious  prcperties  of  this  new  creature 
are  ;  the  indifpenfjblenefs,  and  neceffity  thereof,  hath  been  al- 
fe  proved;  and  how  it.  evidences  our  intereft  in  Chrift,  was 
cleared  in  the  dof^rinal  part :  Which  we  now  come  to  improve^ 
in  the  feveral  ufes  ferving  for  our 
I,  Idformation. 
'4.  Cobviftidn. 

3.  Examination, 

4.  Exhortation. 

5.  Confolatioir.  "    ■ - 

Fir/i  life,  for  information. 

Is  the  rieW  creatufi*  the  fure  and  idfeUible  evidence  of  our 
fevin^ Intereft  in  Chfift  V  From  hence  then  we  are  informed, 

InfeK  I.  How  miferable,  and  deplorable  an  eftate^  all  unte* 
^^ed  fouls  are  in :  who  6gn  lay  no  claim  to  Cbrift,  during  that 
ftate,  and  therefore  are  under  an  impoffibility  of  falvation.  O 
reader  !  if  this  be  the  ftate  of  thy  foul,  better  had  it  been  for 
thee  not  to  have  been  God's  natural  workoianfhip,  as  a  man, 
except  thou  be  his  fpiritual  workmanfhip^  alfo,  as  a  new  man*. 
I  know  the  fohoolmen  determine  other  wife,  and  fay,  that  dam- 
nation is  rather  to  be  chofen,  than  annihilation ;  a  ^miferable 
being  is  better  than  no  being:  and  it  is  very  true,  with  re- . 
fpfeft  to  the  glory  of  God,  whofe  juftice  (hall  trinmph  for  ever, 
ui  the  damnation  of  the  unregenerate ;  but,  with  refpeft  to  us, 
'tis  much  be^er  never  to  have  been  his  creatures,  in  the  wa^  of 
generation,  than  not  to  be  his  new  creatures,  in  the  way'df  r^- 
generation.  So  Chrift  fpeaks  of  Judas,  that  fon  of  perdition, 
Mark  xiv,  2 1.  "  Good  had  it  been  for  that  man,  if  hq  had  never 
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been  born:  For  what  U a  btiDg,  wtthout  thecomforc  of  it? 
What  15  life^  without  the  joy  aod  pkafure  of  life  ?  A  damned 
being  is  a  being  without  comfort ;  no  glimpfe  of  light  (hines 
into  that  darknefs ;  they  (hall,  indeed,  fee,  and  underftand  the 
felicicy,  l^ht  ao^  joy  of  the  faints  in  glory ;  but  not  partalce» 
in  the  kaft  meafnre,  of  the  coiiifort.  Loke  xtii.  28.  *'  They 
**  (hall  (ee  Abrahaoi,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdoni  cf 
'^  God,  but  they  themfeWes  (hut  out  :*'  Such  a  (ight  is  fo  ^ 
^om  giving  any  comfiort,  that  it  will  be  the  aggraration,  an/i 
increafe  of  torment,  O  it  is  better  to  have  no  being  at  all,  than 
to  have  a  bang  only  to  capacitate  a  man  for  mifery ;  to  defire 
death,  while  death  flies  ftom  him,  Rev.  iv.  6.  The  opinion  of 
the  Schoolmen  will  never  pafs  for  fonnd  doctrine  among  the 
damned.  Think  on  it,  reader,  and  lay  it  to  thine  heart,  bet- 
ter thoQ  hadft  died  from  the  womb,  better  the  knees  had  pre* 
vented  thee,  and  the  breafts  which  thou  haft  fucked,  than  that 
thou  (hoaldeft  live  and  die  a  (Iranger  to  the  new  bhrth,  or  that 
thy  mother  (bould  bring  thee  forth  only  to  increaie,  afnd  fill  op 
the  number  of  the  damned. 

Infer.  1*  And,  on  the  contrary ^  we  may  hence  learn,  what 
eau/e  regenerate /<mis  have  to  bUfs  God,  for  the  day  wherein  they 
were  born*  O  what  a  privileged  (late  doth  the  new  birth  bring 
men  into !  *Ti8  poffible,  for  the  pre(ent,  they  nnderftand  it  not ; 
for  many  believers  are  like  a  great  heiK  lying  in  the  cradle,  that 
knows  not  to  what  an  eilate»  and  honour  be  is  born :  oeverthe- 
Vd%^  on  the  fame  day^  wherein  we  become  new  creatures^  by 
i^cneratbn;  we  have  a  firm  title,  and  (olid  cimm  to  all  the 
privileges 6f  thefons  of  God,  John}.  12,  13.  God  become^ 
out  Fa^r,  by  a  triple  title,  sot  only  the  Father  of  onr  bnngs, 
by  nature,  which  was  aU  the  relation  we  had  to  him  before,  but 
our  Father  by  adoptkn^  and  by  regeneration :  which  is  a  much 
Aveeter,  and  more  comfortable  reiatioa.  In  that  day  the  image 
cff  God  is  reftored,  Epb.  iv.  24.  this  is  both  the  health  anl 
tfeauty  of  the  (bul.  In  that  day  we  ai-e  begotten  again  to  a  lively 
hope,  I  Pet.  i.  }.  ft^hope  more  worth  than  ten  thpuland  worlds; 
Jft  the  troubles  cfl^e%  and  in  the^ntiV/  rf  death :  this  is  a  ciea- 
tore  which  lives  for  ever,  and  will  make  thy  life  happy  for  even 
Some  have  kept  their  birth  day  ss  2ifefiival^  a  day  of  rejotcmg ; 
but  none  ba«e  more  canfe  to  rejcnce  that  ever  they  were  born, 
tha»  thoTe  that  are  new  born< 

.  Infier.  3»  Ltmrn  from  hence ^  that  the  work  of  grace  is  whcBf 
Jupematurais  *tis  a  creation^  and  a  creaHm^work  is  above  tie 
power  of  the  creature.  No  power,  btit  that  which  gayebeii^ 
to  ^e  woi:^  €aa  give  a  being  to  ^e  new  creature  v  aMgbty 
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power  gpes forth  to  ^ebdogto the  new  crattiM.  Thif  crea* 
tore  is  not  born  of  fleOi,  or  of  blood,  nor  of  the  wiil  of  mao* 
but  of  God,  John  i.  13.  The  ndtnre  of  this  new  aeaMre 
fpealLs  its  orig^  to  be  above  the  power  of  natnre ;  the  very  no* 
tips  of  a  new  creadoO  fpoiis  tbe  proud  boafts  of  the  great  afler* 
tersaf  the  power,  and  abiUty  of  the  ^U  of  man.  When  God. 
thaefore,  puts  the  qnefiion,  who  maheth  thee  to  diflRer  ?  And 
what  haft  thon,  that  thon  haft  not  r^ved  I  Let  thy  fanU 
reader,  anfwer  it,  with  all  hnmUiiy,  and  thankfnlnefs,  *Tit 
thou.  Lord,  ,thoQ  only,  that  madeft  me  to  differ  hrom  another  1 
nod  what  I  have  received,  1  have  received  from  thy  free  graces 

Infer.  4.  If  the  work  af  grace  be  a  new  creation^  ktmtitt 
pareaJts  mdfrwids  of  tbe  unregenerate  utterfy  dej^ir  of  the  co$i* 
verfion  (f  their  relatums^  how  great  foever  their  prefent  di/coa* 
r^gements  are*  If  it  had  been  poffible  for  a  man  to  have  ieen 
the  rode,  and  indigelled  ehaos^  before  the  Spirit  of  God  moved 
upon  it,  would  he  not  have  faid,  can  fuch  a  beautifnl  order  of 
beings,  fo^  a  pleafant  variety  of  creatures,  fpriog  out  of  this 
dark  lamp  I  Surely  it  wonld  have  been  very  bard  for  a  man  to 
have  imagined  it.  It  may  be,  you  fee  nodifpofitions,  or  hope- 
ful  inclinations  in  your  friends,  towards  God,  and  fpiriinal 
things ;  nay,  poffibly  tbey  are  totally  oppofite,  and  filled  with 
enmity,  againft  them ;  they  deride,  and  jeer  all  ferious  piety, 
wherever  they  behold  It :  this,  indeed,  is  very  fad ;  but  yet  re^ 
member  the  work  of  grace  is  creationiwork  :  tfaongh  there  be 
to  di(poiitioo  at.  all  in  their  wills,  no  tendemefs  in  their  con' 
iaences,  no  light,  or  knowledge  in  tbd^  minds ;  yet  God,  that 
commanded  the  light  to  fiiine  out  of  darknefs,  can  (bine  into 
their  hear.^  to  give  them  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  tbei 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jelns  Chrift:  he  can  fay  to  the  dry 
bones,  live ;  to  the  proud  and  ftubborn  htart,  come  down  and 
yield  thyfelf  to  the  will  of  God ;  and  if  he  command,  the  work 
is  done*  God  can  make  thee  yet  to  rejoice  over  tby.moft  tm* 
comfortaUe  relations,  to^iay  with  thfi  father  of  the  prodigal^ 
Luke  XV.  94.  '<  This  my  foo  was  dean,  and  is  alive  again;  ho 
**  was  loft  and  is  found;  and  they  began  to  be  merry;"  diffi- 
colties  are  for  men,  but  not  for  God :  he  works,  in  couverfioOt 
,  by  a  power  which  is  .able  to  fubdne  all  things  unto  itfelf. 

Infer.  5,  Jf  nme  but  new  creatures  be  in  Chri/lf  kowfmalla 
remnant 9  among  men^  belong  to  Chrift y  in  this  world  1  Among 
the  oiultttude  of  rational  creatures  inhabiting  this  world,  lK>ur 
few,  bow  very  few,  are  new  creatures  ?  'Tis  the  obfervation  of 
tbf  learned  Mr.  Brerewood,  that  if  the  wodd  be  <Kvid^ 
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thirty  pjffts,  oineteea  parts  are  heathpnifh  Idolaters-;  fix  parts 
•Mahoiqetaas;  and  only  five,  out  of  tbirty»  which  may  be,  io 
« large  ienfe,  called  ChriAians;  of  which,  the  far  greater  part 
is  overfpread  with  Popifh  darkoefs:  feparate  froin  the  remaia- 
der,  the  muhitodes  dr  propkaoe,  merely  civil,  and  hypocritical 
l^rofeflbrs  of  religioo  ;  aod  how  few  will  remain  for  Jcfus  Chriil, 
10  this  world  ?  Look  over  the  cities^  tewns^  and  parijbes,  in 
this  popaloas  kingdom  %  and 'how  few  (hall  you  find  that  ipcak 
the  language,  or  do  the  works  of  new  creatures  ?  How  few  hare 
ever  had  aoy 'awakening  conviftions  on  them  ?  And  how  many 
of  thofe,  that  have  been  convinced,  have  mifcarried,  and  never 
come  to  the  new  birth  ?  The  more  caufe  have  they,  whom  God 
hath  indeed  regenerated,  to  admire  the  riches  of  God's  dlitingoi* 
ihing  mercy  to  them. 

Infer.  6.  J/tkr  thangi,  by  graee^  he  a  n&w  creation^  hew  unU 
verfai,  mndfnarvelhus  a  change,  doth  regeneration  make  upon  men  i 
The  new  creation  fpeaks  a  marvellous,  and  univerfal  alteration, 
both  upon  the  ^ate,  and  tempers  of  men  ;  they  come  out  of 
darknefs,  grofs,  heililh  darknefs,  into  light,  a  marvdious,  and 
heavenly  light,  i  Pet.  ii,  9.  Eph.  v,  8.  their  xondition^  dif- 
poiition,  and  converfation,  (as  you  have  heard)  is  al4  new  $  and 
yet  this  marvellous  change^  as  great  and  univerfal  as  it  is,  is  not 
ulike  evident,  and  clearly  difcernible,  in ^1  new  creatures^  and 
the  reafons  are, 

FirJIf  Bccaufe  the  work  of  grace  is  wrought  in  divers  me- 
thods, and  manners,  in  the  people  of  God:  Some  are  changed 
from  a  (late  of  notorious  prpphanenefs,  unto  ferious  godUnefs} 
there  the  change  is  confpicuous,  and  very  evident;  all  the  neigh« 
bourkood 'rings  of  it :  but^  in  others,  it  is  more  in/fufibly  dif« 
tilted  in  their  tender  years,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  uponreli^ 
ous  educatidlaj  and  there  it  is  more  indifcernible. 

Secondly,  Though  a  gr^at  change  be  wrought,  yet  much  na- 
tural corruption  Aill  remains  for  their  humiliation  and  daily 
^xerciie ;  and  this  is  a  ground  ef  fear  and  doubtings }  they  fco 
sot  how  fuch  corruprions  are  oonfiftent  with  the  new  creature. 

Thirdly,  In  foone,  the  new  creature  (hews  itfelf,  moftly,  in 
the  ai{e£lionate  part,  in  defires  and  breathings  after  God  ;  and 
bu;  little  in  the  clearnef$  of  their  underfbndfugs,  and  ni:ength 
of  their  judgments ;  for  want  of  which,  they  are  entangled,  and 
Ijsept  in  darknefs,  moft  of  their  dayis.  '      ^         : 

FouriUy,  Some  Chnftian9  are  more  tried,  and  exercifed,  by 
temptation  from  Satan,  than  others  are ;  and  thefe  clouds  dar* 
Ibeii  the  work  of  grace  ia  them. 

fifiifyM  Tbqrc  1$  greftldi&ieacoi  oad  variety,  fowd  m  tho 
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fiatufal  tempers  and  coDilitotions  of  the  regeaerate ;  feme  are 
of  a  more  melancholy,  fearful,  and  fofpicious  ten)per»  tl^an  o- 
thers  are ;  and  are  therefore  much  longer  held  under  doabtii^s, 
^nd  trouble  of  fpir it :  neverthclefs,  what  differences  foever  thefe 
things  make,  the  chaqge  made  by  grace,  is  a  marvellous  change. 

Infer.  7.  Laftly,  How  incongruous  are  carnal  ways^  and 
cou'r/^s,  to  the  Spirit  of  Chriftians  /  tuho  being  new  creatures ^  can 
never  delight^  or  find  pleafure  in  their  former fmful  ccmpankm  and 
practices...  Alas !  thofe things  arc  now  moft  unfuiubJc,  loaih- 
ibme,  and  deteftable,  how  pleafant  ibever  they  once  were;  that 
which  they  counted  their  liberty,  >!vould  now  be  reckoned  their 
grcateft  bondage;  that  which  was  their  glory,  is  now  their 
Siame;  Rom.  vi.  21.  "  What  fruit  had  ye,  then,  in  thofe 
*.*  thmgs,  whereof  ye  are  nowa(hamcd;  for  the  end  of  thofe 
♦*  things  is  death  :*'  they  neeU  not  be  prtffedby  others,  but  Will 
freely  confefs,  of  thcmfclvcs,  what  fools  and  mad  men,  they 
once  were.  None  can  cenfure  their  former  cooverfation  more 
fevcrely  than  tbemfelvcs  dp,  1  Tim.  i.  13,  14. 
Second  ufe^  for  conviEiion» 

If  none  be  in  ChrifV,  but  new  creatures,  and  the  new  crea* 
tion  makes  fucb  a  change,  as  hzth  been  defer ibed  ;  this  may 
convince  us,  how  many  of  us  deceive  ourfelves,  and  run  into 
dangerous  and  fatal  miilakes,  in  the  greateft  concernment  we 
have  in  this  world.  But,  before  I  urge  this  ufe,  I  defire  none 
may  m$ke  a  perver  fe  and  ill  ufe  of  it ;  let  not  the  wicked  con-* 
elude,  from  hence,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  true  religioD 
in  the  world,  or  that  all  who  do  profefs  it,  are  but  hypocrites  ; 
neither  let  the  godly  injure  themfelves,  by  that  which  is  defign- 
cd  for  their  benefit :  let  none  conclude,  that  feeing  there  arc  {o 
many  midakes  committed  about  this  new  creature,  that  there- 
fore aflurance..  muft  needs  be  impoifible,  as  the  Papif^s  afHrm  it 
to  be.  The  proper  ufe  that  fliould  be  made  of  this  dofirine,  is, 
to  undeceive  falfe  pretenders,  and  to  awaken  all,  to  a  moredeep, 
and  thorough  fearch  of  their  own  conditions;  which  being  pre- 
cautioned,  let  all  men  be  convinced  of  the  following  truths. 

Firftf  That  the  change  made  l)y  civility,  upon  fuch  as  were 
lewd  and  prophane,  is,  in  Its  whole  kind  and  nature,  a  different 
thing  from  the  new  creature ;  the  power  and  efficacy  of  moral 
virtiie  is  one  thing,  the  influence  of  the  regenerating  Spirit  is 
'  quite  another  thing ;  however  fome  have  Audied  to  confound 
them.  The  Heathens  excelled  in  moral  and  homilitical  virtues  : 
Plato,  Ariftldes,  Seneca,  and  multitudes  more,  have  outvied 
many  profefled  Chriftians,  in  jufticci  temperance^  .patiei^e,  ifc. 
jret  were  perfect  (kaogeia  to  the  H^w  aeatiaou    A  naa  suy  be 
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vory  IbiB:,  aad  temperate,  free  frco  the  groA  pplliitioiis  of  the 
worU ;  and  yet  a  perfe^  firaager  to  regeoera^oD,  aU  the  while^ 
John  lii.  lo. 

Stcomifyt  That  maoy  ftrong  conviAioos  and  troubles  for  fin, 
may  befomd,  where  the  o^w  creature  is  sever  formed.  <km- 
viftioo,  indeed^  ia  aa  aotecedeot  ontOy  and  prepatadte  for  the 
Bew  croatiiret  as  the  bloHoas  of  the  tree  are  to  the  fruit  that 
fbikMr  them ;  but  as  fruit  doth  not  always  foUow,  where  diofe^ 
bbflbma  and  flowers  appear ;  fo  aeither  doth  the  new  crea* 
lore  follow  all  coayiftions  and  troubles  fox  fin.  ConTiAioa  is 
a  cqmmoQ  work  of  the  Spiiit,  both  upon  the  ele£l  and  repro- 
bates ;  but  the  new  creature  is  formed  only  in  God's  eie£L  Con« 
IFifiions  may  beblafted,  and  vanifli  away,  4md  the  man  that  waa 
Wder  tcoobles  for  iin,  tnay  return  agaxn^  with  **  the  dog  to  his 
**  VQout,  and  the  ibw  that  was  waihed,  to  her  wallowing  in  the 
^'  aaire/'  i  Pet.  ii.  22.  but  the  new  creature  never  periOus,  nar 
can  confift  with  fuch  a  return  unto  fin.  . 

Thirdly ^  That  excellent  gifts  and  abilities,  fitting  men  for  fern 
vice  in  the  charch  of  God,  may  be  wher^c;  the  new  creature  is 
fiot ;  (at  thefe  are  promiicuoufly  difpenfed*  by  the  Spirit,  both 
to  the  regenerate  and  unregenerate :  Mat.  m  22.  **  Many  wi& 
V  iay  unto  me,  in  that  day.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophefied 
*'  in  thy  name?"  Gifts  are  attainable  by  ftudy^  prayer  and  preach- 
ipg  are  reduced  to  an  art ;  but  regeneration  Is  wholly  fuperaa- 
tural.  Sin,  in  dominion,  is  coofiftent  with  excellent  gifts^  but 
"Wholly  incompatible  with  the  new  creature.  In  a  word^  the& 
ibiugs  are  fo  different  in  nature  from  the  new  creature,  that  they 
oft-times  prove  the  greateft  ban  and  obftactes  m  the  world,  to 
the  regeneratiDg-<work  of  the  Spirit.  Let  no  man,  therefore,^ 
truil  to  things  whereby  mnltitudas  deceive  and  defboy  their  own 
fcuis;  Reader,  it  may  coA  thee  many  an  aking  bead  to  obtaiv 
giftSi  but  thou  wilt  find  an  aking  heart  for  fin^  if  ever  God  make 
ijiee  a  Bew  creature. 

Fmrtblyy  Be  convinced,  that  multitudes  of  religions  duties 
may  be  performed  by  men,  in  whom  the  newxreacure  was  never 
formed.  Though  all  new  cr^tnres  perform  the  duties  of  reli- 
gion, yet  all  thatperform  the  dutiesof  religion,  are  not  newcrea- 
fares ;  regcn^ation  is  not  die  only  root  from  which  the  duties 
^religion  fpring^.  i&^lviii.  2. '.'  Yet  they  &ek  me  daily,  and  de- 
^  light;t9  know  my  ways*  as  a  nation  that  did  rightepufncfs,  and 
*'  forfbok  not  the  ordinances  of  their  God,  tliey  afk  of  me  the 
*f  ordinances  of  jufticc,  they  take  delight  inapgroacbing  to  God.** 
Thefe  are  but  weak  and  (lippery  foundations  Cor  men  to  buihl 
their  GCtskfidcQce  and  hopes  ttp@n«  ^       ^        ^ 


:-^^ 
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^irdufe,  for  examination, 
.  \Next,  thcrcfiirc,  let  me  perfirade  every  inan  to  try  tlw  ftate  of 
his  own  hearty  in  this  matter,  and  ciofelycoofider  and  weigh  thit  ^ 
gteat  qupftton ;  Am  I  realiy  and  indeed  a  new  creature  ?  or,  am 
i  an  old  creatnf  e  Aill,  in  the  new  creatnre's  drefsand  habit  I  Some 
ligbt  may  be  ^ven  for  the  <&fcovery  hereof,  from  the  odnfider^- 
•lioaoftfae 

1.  Antecedents,   ^ 

2 .  Concomitants,  v   of  the  new  creation. 
3*  Conieqnents,   j 

Firft^  Weigh  and  confider  well,  the  anteadenis  of  the  new 
creature:  have  thofe  things  pafled  upon  your  foals, 'which  or-^ 
dinarily  make  way  for  the  new  creature,  in  whomfoever  the  Lord 
#orms  it  ? 

1.  Hath  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  your  under Aanding,  tn 
Ac  kix>wledge  of  fin,  and  of  Chrift  ?  Hath  he  (hewed  you  both 
your  difeafe  and  remedy,  by  a  new  light  (hining  from  heaven  into 
your  foub !  Thus  the  Lord  (k>di,  wherever  he  forms  the  ftew 
creature,  Afts  xxvi,  i8. 

2.  Hath  he  brought  home  the  word  with  mighty  power  ^&d 
dficacy  upon  your  hearts,  to  convince  and  humble  them  I  Thift 
is  the  method  in  which  the  new  creature  is  produced,  Rom.  liL 
9.  I  Thcf.  i.  5. 

3.  Have  thefe  conviftions  over-turned  your  vain  cdnfidcnc«% 
and  brought  you  to  a  great  concern,  and  Inward  dlArefs  of  foul ; 
making  you  to  cry.  What  fbalt  we  do  tohefaved?  Thefe  are  the 
ways  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  formation  of  the  new  creature,  Ad$ 
jtvL  29.  Ads  ii.  37.  If  no  fuch  antecedent  works  of  the  Spirit 
have  palled  upon  your  hearts,  you  have  no  ground  for  ybur  con** 
fidence,  that  the  new  creature  is  formed  in  you. 

Secwdfyt  Cdnfider  the  concomitant  frames,  and  workings  of 
Spirit,  which  erdinarrly  attend  the  produAion  of  the  new  crea- 
ture, and  judge  impartially,  betwixt  God  and  your  own  fottls» 
whether  they  have  been  the  very  frames  and  workings  of  your 
hearts^  * 

I.  Have  your  ram  Spirits  been  compofed  to  the  gr^ateft  feil- 
oufncfe,  and  moft  folemn  confideration  of  things  eternal,  as  the 
hearts  of  all  thofe  arc,  whom  God  regeperaies?  When  the 
Lord  is  about  this  great  work,  upon  the  foulbf  man,  .'whatevei^ 
vanity,  levity,  and  fmful  jollity,  was  there  before,  it  is  b^niflied 
from  the  heart,  at  this  tiitie ;  for  now  heaven  and  hell,  life  and 
death,  ve  before  a  man's  eyes,  t^nd  thefe  are  the  moft  awful, 
and  folemn  things,  that  ever  our  thoughts  converfed  with  in 
lidi  w^U.    Now  a<  man  of  the  moft  airy,  aiul  j^ea&nt  cooilU 
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tudoo,  when  brought  to  the  'fight  and  fcnfe  6f  tbofe  things,  faith 
of  '•  Laughter,  It  is  mad  ;  and  of  mirth,  What  doth  it  ?"  Eccl. 
ii.  2. 

2.  A  lowly,  meek,  and  humble  frame  of  heart,  accompanies 
the  new  creation ;  the  foul  is  weary,  and  heavy  iadtn,  Afitt.  xi. 
a8.  Conviftions  of  fin  have  plucked  down  the  pride,  and  Jofti- 
ncfs  of  the  fpirit  of  man,  emptied  him  of  his  vain  conceits ;  tho(e 
that  were  of  lofty,  proud,  and  bluftering  humours  before,  are 
meekened,  and  brought  down  to  the  very  duft  now:  it  is  with 
them  (to  fpeak  allufively)  as  it  was  with  Jeruialem,  that  lofty 
city,  Ifa.  xxix.  t,  4.  *•  Wo  to  Ariel,  to  Ariel,  the  city  where  Dii- 
"  vid  dwelt;  thou  (hair  be  brought  down,  and  (halt  fpeak oin 
'•  of  the  ground,  and  thy  fpeech  (hall  be  low  out  of  the  duft." 
Ariel  fignifies  the  Lion  of  Cod ;  fo  Jerufalem,  in  her  profperity, 
was ;  other  cities  trembled  at  her  voice ;  but  when  God  brought 
her  down,  by  humbling  judgments,  then  flic  whiipered  out  of 
the  duft.     So  it  is  in  this  c&fe. 

3.  A  longing,  thir ft ing'frame  of  fpirit,  accompanies  the  new 
creation ;  the  defires  of  the  foul  are  ardent  after  Chrift ;  never 
did  the  hireling  long  for  the;{hadow,  as  the  weary  foul  doth 
fpr  Chrift,  and  reft  in  him :  if  no  fuch  frames  have  accompa- 
nied that  which  you  take  for  your  new  birth,  yon  have  the 
greateft  reafon  in  the  world  to  fufpeA  yourfelves  under  a  delu* 
fion. 

Thirdly t  "Weigh  well  the  efFefts,  and  confequenti  of  the  neW 
creature,  and  confider,  whether  fuch  fruits  as  thefeare  fobndia 
your  hearts  and  lives. 

I.  Wherever  the  new  creature  is  formed,  there  a  man's* 
courle  and  converfation  is  changed;  Eph.  iv,  22.  *•  That  ye 
**  put  off,  coflcerning  the  former  converfation,  the  old  man, 
"  which  is  corrupt,  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts ;  and  be 
**  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  your  mind :"  the  new  creature  cao- 
fide  but  blnfh,  and  be  afliamed  of  the  old  creature's  converfati* 
on,  Rom.  vi.  21. 

a.  The  new  creature  continually  oppofes,  and  conftifls  wltH 
the  motions  of  fin  in  the  heart;  Gal.  v.  17.  "  The  fph-it  luft- 
^*  eth  againft  the  flefh.^  Grace  can  no  more  incorporate  with 
lln,  than  oil  with  water :  contraries  cannot  confift  in  the  fame 
fubjeft,  longer  than  they  are  fighting  with  each  other :  if  there 
be  no  confliA  with  fin  in  thy  fou),  or  if  that  confliA  be  only  be- 
twixt the  confclence  and  affeftions,  light  in  the  one,  ftraggling 
with  Inft  in  the  other;  thou  wanted  that  fruit  which  ftionld  evi- 
dence thee  to  be  a  new  creature.  '        . 

3.  The  mind  and  aiFe£i:ions  of  die  new  aeatnre^  are  &t  njpoa 
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heavenly  and  fplritual  things,  Col.iii.  i,  2.  Eph.  iv.2^0  JRom. 
viii.  5.  If,  therefore,  tliy  heart  and  affeftions  he  hiaWtoally . 
eartkly,  and  wholly  intent  upon  things  below,  driving  eagerly 
after  the  world,  as  the  great  bafinefs  and  end  of  thy  life ;  de- 
ceive not  thyfelf,  this  is  not  the  fruit  of  the  new  creature^  nor 
coniiftent  with  iL 

4.  The  new  aeaturc  is  a  praying  creature,  living  by  its  dai- 
ly communioa  with  God,  which  is  its  livelihood  and  fubMence» 
Zech.  xii.  10,  Ads  ix.  11.  if,  therefore,  thou  be  a  prayerlefs 
foul,  or  if,  in  all  thy  prayers,  thou  art  a  ftranger  to  communi- 
on with  God :  if  there  be  no  brokennefs  of  heart  for  fin,  in  thy 
confeffions,  no  melting  affedicxis  for  Chrift,  and  holinefs,  in  thy 
fupplications ;  furely  Satan  doth  butbafBe,  and  delude  thy  over- 
credulous  feuly  in  perfuading  thee  that  thou  art  a  uew  crea* , 
tore. 

Fifthly^  The  new  creature  is  reftlefs,  after  Ms  into  Cn,  ua-, 
tit  it  have  recovered  peace  and  pardon ;  it  cannot  endure  itfel 
in  a  Aateof  defilement  and  pollution,  Pfal.  li.  8,  9,  10,  11,  it. 
It  is  With  the  confcience  of  a  new  creature,  under  fin,  as  it  is 
with  the  eye,  when  any  thing  offends  it;  it  cannot  leave  twink-, 
ling,  and  watering,  till  it  have  wept  it  out:  and  in  the  very 
fame  refilefs  ftate  it  is.  Under  the  hiding  of  God's  face,  and  di- 
vine withdrawments.  Cant.  v.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8.  If,  therefore, 
thou  canft  fin,  and  fin  again,  Vithout  fuch  a  burthenibme  fenfe 
of  fin,  or  reftlefihefs,  or  foliicitude  how  to  recover  purity  and 
peace,  with  the  light  of  God's  countenance  (hining,  as  in  days 
paft,  upon  thy  foul ;  delude  not  thyfelf,  thou  haft  not  the  figns 
of  a  new  creature  in  thee. 

Fourth  ufe^  of  exhortation. 
If  the  new  creation  be  a  found  evidence  of  our  intereft  in 
Chrift,  then,  hence,  let  me  perfuade  all  that  are  in  Chrift,  to 
evidence  tbemfelves  to  be  fo,  by  walking  as  it  becomes  new  crea* 
tures. 

The  new  creature  is  born  from  above^  all  its  tendencies  are 
hcavep-ward ;  accordingly,  fet  your  affeftions  on  things  that 
are  abftve,  and  let  your  converfation  be  in  heaven:  if  you  live 
earthly  and  fdnfual  lives,  as  others  do,  you  muft  crofs  your 
new  nature  therein :  and  can  thoie  ads  be  pleafant  unto  yon». 
which  are  done  with  fo  much  regret  ?  wherein  you  muft  put 
a  force  upon  your  own  fpirits,  and' offer  a  kind  of  violence  to 
your  own  hearts.  Earthly  delights  and  forrows,  are  fui table 
enough  to  Ae  unrcgenerate  and  fe&fual  men  in  the  world,  but 
exceedingly  contrary  unto  that  fpirit  by  which  you  are  reno-' 
Vol.  II.  Q^q  g 
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rated.  If  crcryou  wilJ  aft  becoming  the  principles  and  nature 
of  new  creatures,  then  feek  earthly  things  with  fnbtniflido,  en- 
joy them  with  fear  and  cauttoo,  refign  them  with  cheerfohieis 
and  readincfs;  and  thus  **  let  yoar  moderation  be  known  unto 
<•  all  men,"  Phil.  iv.  5.  Let  your  hearts  daily  meditate,  and 
yoiQ*  tongues  difcourfe  about  heavenly  things ;  be  'e^rceeding- 
tender  of  /in,  ftrift  and  punftual  in  ever  duty ;  and  hereby 
convince  the  worlds  that  you  are  men  and  women  of  another 
IJ)iric. 

,  Fifth  ufe^  for  conjolathn* 
Let  every  new  creature  be  cheerful  and  thankful :  if  God 
bath  renewed  your  natures,  and  thus  altered  the  frame  and 
temper  of  your  hearts,  he  hath  bcftowed  the  richeft  mercy  up- 
on you  that  heaven  or  earth  affords.     This  is  a  work  of  the 
greateft  rarity ;  a  new  creature  may  be  called,  One  among  a 
ihouiand  :  it  is  alfo  an  everlafling  work,  never  to  be  deftr(^ed, 
as  aJ!  other  natural  works  of  God  (how  exceHent  Ibeyer)  muft 
be :  ir  is  a  work  carried  on  by  almighty  Power,  through  un- 
Qyeakable  dIfSculties  and  mighty  oppodtions,  Eph.  i.  i^.     The 
exceed]!^  grtatnefs  of  God's  power  goes  forth  to  produce  it ; 
and  indeed  no  lefs  is  req.uired  to  enlighten  the  blind  mind, 
break  the  rocky  heart,  and  bow  the  ftubborn'^wilF  of  man  ;  and 
the  fame  almighty  power>  which  at  firfl  created  it,  is  neceflary 
to  be  continued  every  moment,  to  preferve  and' continue  it, 
- 1  Pet.  i^  5.    The  new  creature  is  a  mercy,  which  draws  a  trma 
.  of  innumerable  and  invaluable  mercies  after  it,  Eph.  it.  13,   14. 
I  Cor.  fir.  2C.    When  God  hath  given  us  a  new  nature,  then  he 
dignifies  us  with  a  new  name,  Rey«  ii.  17.  brings  as  into  a  nev/ 
covenant^  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  begets  us  again  to  a  new  hope,   i  Pet. 
u  3.  intitles  us  to  a  new  inheritance,  John  i.  12,  13.     It  is  the 
sew  creature  which  through  Chrifl  makes  our  perfons  and  du- 
ties acceptable  with  God,  Gal.  vi.  15.    in  a  word,  ft  is  the  won- 
derful  work  of  God,  of  which  we  may  fay,  "  This  is  the  Lord's 
•♦  doing,  and  it  is  marvellbns  in  our  eyes."  -  There  are  ttttfearch- 
able  wonders  in  its  generation,  in  its  operation,  and  in  \X%  prefer • 
vationl    Let  all  therefore,  whom  the  Lord  hath .  thtfs  renew- 
ed,  feu  down  at  the  feet  of  God,  in  an  humble  admiration  of 
the  unfearchable  riches  of  free  grace,   and  never  open  their 
months  to  complan  under  any  advecfe  or  bitter  providences  of 
God. 
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SERMON     XXVIL 

bf  the  Nature,  Principle,  aiid  Ncceffity,  of  Mortification. 

G/L.  V,  24:  And  they  that  are  Chri/Ps\  have  cnmfoi  the  fitjb^ 
with  the  affe&ions  4ndhfls. 

TWOgreat  trills  of  our  latereA  in  Chrift,  are  fioiflied ;  vit 
*  now  proceed  to  a  third,  namely,  The  mortificatUn  tffin  : 
f  •  They  that  »c  Chnft's,  have  cnicified  the  fldh.'*  Tlic  Icopfe 
of  theapoftie,  in  this  context,  is,  to  heal  the  uachriftian  breachei 
among  the  Galatians,  preiraii'mg,  by  the  inftigatiob  of  Satan^  to 
the  breach  of  brotherly  love.  To  cure  dus,  he  urges  four  weight- 
ty  arguineots. 

•  Firfi,  From  the  great  commandment,  to  bveone  another ;  up 
on  which  the  whole  bw  fi^e,J  all  the  duties  <jrf,  the  bcond  tabl^ 
4o  depend,  ver.  15. 

Secondly,  He  powerfully  difluades  them,  from  the  confiderati*- 
on  of  the  (ad  events  of  their  bitter  contefb^  calumaieSy  and  de« 
traAions,  viz.  mutual  ruin,  and  defirufiion,  ver.  15-  . 
.  Thirdly^  Be  difluades  dien^  from  the  coafideration  of  the 
contrariety  of  theie  pradices,  unto  the  Spirit  of  God,  l^  whom 
^ey  all  profe&  tbemfelves  to  be  ^veroed,  from  ver*  17.  to  ven 

.  Fourthly,  He  powerfully  difluades  them  from  tbefe  aoimofi  ties^ 
from  the  inconfiftency  of  thefc,  or  any  other  lufts  of  the  flefti^ 
with  an  intereft  vn  GhriA  :  «•  They  that  be  Chrift's,  have  cru* 
f*  cified  the  flefti,"  &c.  y.  d.  You  all  profefs  yourfelvcs  to  bt 
members  of  Chrift^  to  be  followers  of  htm  ;  but  bow  bcongru# 
Otts  are  theie  pradiccs,  to  facb  a  profeffiouf  Is  this  the  fruit  of 
Ihe  dove-like  Spirit  of  Chrift  ?  Arc  thefe  the  fruits  of  your 
faith,  and  profefled  mortification?  Shall  the  flteep  of  Chrift 
Iharl,  and  £ght  like  rabid,  and  furious  beafts  of  prey  ?  lantaene 
animts  csel^fhus  irae^  So  much  r'age  in  heavenly  finds  f  O 
how  repugnant  are  theie  praftices  with  the  fludy  of  mortiflcaM 
lio^  \  which*  is  the  great  ftudy  and  endeavour,  of  all  that  are  hi 
Qjiq  a 

*  '-^—.-'Non  feeui  ac* 
Cum  duo  converjtf  inimica,  in  praelia  tauri, 
Fr§ntibus  incurrunt*-  — 
Shall  Ghriltiafts  one  another  wouod  and  pu(h, 
(^ike  furious  bdls,  when  they  together  ruih  i 
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Chrift  I  "  They  that  arc  Chrjft's  have  crucified  tljc  flefli,  with 
the  aSedtioas  and  lufts."  So  much  for  the  order  of  the  words  ; 
the  words  themfelves  are  a  propojuim  wherem  we  have  to  coa- 
llder,  both 

!•  The  fubjeft.  / 

a.  The  predicate. 

Fsrft^  TYitfubje6lof  the  propofition,  they  that  are  Chrifl's^ 
t>iz.  t  "  True  Chriftiaos,  real  members  of  Chrift ;  fuch  as  truly 
^*  belong  to  Chrift,  fuch  as  have  gtveu  themfelves  up  to  be  go- 
'*  vcrned  by  him,"  and  are,  indeed,  afted  by  his  Spirit ;  fuch,  alt 
fuch  pcribns  (for  the  indefinite  is  equipollent  to  an  univerfai)  atl 
inch,  and  none  but  fuch. 

Secondly^  The  predicate  j  **  They  have  crucified  the  flefli, 
^*  with  the  affeAions  and  lufls."  By  flefti,  we  are  here  to  on- 
derftand  carnal  concupifcence,,  the  workings,  and  motions  of 
corrupt  nature;  and  by  the  afFeAions,  we  are  to  underftand,.aot 
l^e  natural^  but  the  inordinate  afFeflions ;  for  Chrift  doth  not 
tboliih,  and  deftroy,  but  correA,  and  regulate  the  afTeOions  of 
thofe  that  are  in  him  :  And  by  aucifying  the  fle(h,  we  are  not 
to  underftand  the  ijotal  extinftion,  or  perfect  fubduing  of  cor^ 
rupt  nature ;  but  only  the  depofing  of  corruption  from  its  re- 
gency, and  dominion  in  the  foul;  its  dominion  is  taken  away, 
though  its  life  be  prolonged  for  a  feafon ;  but  yet,  as  death  furely, 
tbo'  flowly,  follows  crucifixion,  (the  life  of  crucified  per  fons  gra- 
dually departing  from  them,  widi  their  blood)  it  is  jaft  fo  in  the 
fnortification  of  fin  ;  and  therefore  what  the  apoftle,  in  this  place, 
calls  crucifying,  he  calls,  in  Rom.  viii.  13.  mortifying.  *'If 
^*  ye,  through  the  Spirit,  do  mortify,"  dwv«TM4 ;  if  ye  put  to 
death  the  deeds  of  the  body :  But  he  chufes,  in  this  place,  to 
call  it  crucifying,  to  (hew,  not  only  the  conformity  there  is 
betwixt  the  death  ci  Chrift,  and  the  death  of  fin,  in  refpeft  of 
ihame,  pain,  and  lingering  fiownefs ;  but  to  denote,  alio,  the 
principle,  means,  and  inftrument  of  mortification,  viz.  the 
death,  or  crpfs  of  Jcfus  Chrift,  in  the  virtue  whereof,  believers 
do  mortify  the  conmptions,  of  their  fiefti ;  the  great  arguments, 
and  perfuafives  to  mortification,  being  drawn  from  the  fufier- 
ihgs  of  Chrift  for  fio,  In  a  word,  he  doth,  not  fay,  They  that 
believe  Chrift  was  crucified,  fqr  fin,  ?ire  Chrift's ;  but  they,  and 
they  only,  arc  his,  Vfho  feel,  as  tiirell  as  pro/e/s  the  power,  and 
efficacy,  of  the  fufTerings  of  Chrift,  in  the  mortification,  and  fubt 

t  ^efe  CSrf/liani  j«f  adChriJ^^mf€rOnent^  juije  ei  dedere  r^ 
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duing  of  their  lads,  and  iinf al  afTedions.    And  fo  much>  briefly, 
of  the  parts,  and  fenfc  of  the  words. 
'    The  obfervation  foUoweth. 

Doft.  That  afaving  intereft  in  Chrifl,  may  hi  regularly ,  and 
\ftrimgly  inferred^  and  concluded^  Jrofft  the  mortification  cftbe 
flefb^  with  its  affections,  andhifis* 

This  point  is  folly  confirmed,  by  thofe  words  of  the  apofl)^, 
Rom.  vj.  5,  6,  7,  8.  "  For  if  we  have  been  planted  together  in 
'*  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  we  (hall  be  aifo  in  the  likenefs  of  his 
^'  rcfurreAion ;  knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with 
**  him,  that  the  bodyof  fin  might  be  deftroyed,  that  henceforth 
**  we  (hould  not  ferve  fin  ;  for  he  that  is  dead,  is  free  from  fin : 
♦*  Now  if  we  be  dead  with  Chrift,  we  believe  that  we  (hall  alio  - 
♦•  live  with  him." 

■  Mark  the  force  of  the  apoftle's  reafoning ;  if  we  have  been 
planted  into  the  likenefs  of  his  death,  viz,  by  the  mortification 
of  fin,  which  refembles,  or  hath  a  likenefs  to  the  kind  and  man- 
ner of  Chrift's  death  (as  was  noted  above)  then  we  (hall  be, 
alfo,  in  the  likenefs  of  his  refurreftion  ;  and  why  fo,  but  becaufe 
this  mortification  of  fin  is  an  undoubted  evidence  of  the  union 
of  fuch  a  (bul  with  Chrift,  which  is  the  very  ground-work,  and 
principle,  of  that  blefled,  and  glorious  refurreftion  :  And  there- 
fore he  faith,  ver.  1 1-  *'  Reckon  ye,  alfo,  yourfelves  to  be  dead, 
**  indeed,  unto  fin,  but  alive  onto  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift 
^'  our  Lord  ;"  g.  rf.  Reaibn  thus  with  yourfelves,  thefe  morti- 
fying influences  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  are  unqueftionable  pre- 
fages  of  your  future  bleflednefs,  God  never  uking  this  courie 
with  any,  but  thole  who  are  in  Chrift,  ^nd  are  defigned  to  be 
glorified  with  him.  The  death  of  your  fin  is  as  evidential,  ais 
any  thing  in  the  world  can  be,  of  your  fpiritual  life  for  the  pre- 
fent,  and  of  your  eternal  life  with  God  hereafter.  Mortificatipii 
is  th«  fruit,  and  evidence  of  your  union,  and  that  union  is  the 
firm  ground^^work,  and  certain  pledge,  of  your  glorification^; 
and  fo  you  ought  to  reckon,  or  reafon  the  cafe  with  yourfelves, 
as  the  word  }^v^if9^  there  fignifieS4  Now  for  the  ftating,  and 
explicating  of  this  point,  I  (hall,  in  the  doctrinal  part,  labour  to 
open  and  confirm  thefe  five  things. 

I.  What  the  mortification,  or  crncifixion  of  lyi,  imports. 

a.  Why  this  work  of  the  Sjrfrit  is  cxprelTed  by  crucifying. 

3.  Why  all  that  arc  in  Chrift,  mull  bie  fo  crucified,  or  mor* 
tified  onto  fin. 

4.  What  is  the  true  evanfgelical  principle  of  mortification. 

'   5.  How  the  mortification  of  iin  evinces  our  intectft  in  Chrift. 
Aod  thcii  s^pi^j  the  wbc^.^ 
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Firfit  What  the  mortificatioo,  or  cracifixion  of  fin,  iipports. 

And,  for  clearnels  fake,  I  (hall  fpcak  to  it,  both  negatively^ 
and  pojitivefy ;  (hewing  you  what  is  not  intended,  and  what  is 
principally  aimed  at,  by  the  Sph-it  of  God,  lo  this  expreiOoo. 

Firft^  •*  The  t  crucifying  of  the  fle(h  doth  not  imply  "the 
''  total  abolition  of  (in,  in  believers,  or  the  deftru^ion  of  its 
•*  very  being  and  exiftcncc  in  them,  for  the  prcfcnt ;  fanftified 
•'  ibuls  ib  put  off  their  corruptions  with  their  dead  bodies  ^ 
•'  death :"  This  will  he  the  efFeft  of  our  future  glorification, 
not  of  our  prefent  (kn^iScatioo.  Sin  doth  exiff  in  the  moft 
mortified  believer  in  the  world,  Rom,  viL.iy.  it  llill  af^eth,  and 
lufleth  in  the  regenerate  foul.  Gal.  v.  17.  yea,  notwithlhnding 
its  crucifixion  in  believers,  it  Hill  may,  in  refpcft  of  fiogle  afts, 
furprize,  and  captivate  them,  Pfal.  Ixv.  3.  Rcxn.  vii.  23.  This, 
therefore,  is  pot  the  intention  of  the  Sjpirit  of  God»  io  ibis  ex- 
predion* 

Secondly,  Nor  doth  the  crucifixion  of  fin  confift  in  the  fijp- 
prcflion  of  the  external  a£ls  of  fin  only ;  for  fin  may  reign  over 
the  fouls  of  men,  whilft  it  doth  not  break,  forth  into  their  livef, 
HI  grofs,  and  open  aftioos,  2  Pet.  ii.  20.  Mat.  xii,  43.  Morar 
Hty  in  the  Heathens  (as^Tertuallian  wel}  obferves)  did  ahfcondere^ 
fed  nwi  ahfcindere  vitla,  ^'<fc  them,  when  it  could  not  kill  rhemp 
Many  a  man  (hews  a  white,  and  fair  band,  who  yet  bath  a  very 
foul,  and  black  heart.  *  , 

Thirdly^  The  crucifixion  of  the  flelh  doth  npt  confift  iii  the 
cefliition  of  the  external  afts  of  fin ;  fpr>  m  that  refpeft, 
the  lufls  of  men  may  die  of  their  own  accord,  even  a  kind  of 
natural  death.  The  ipembers  of  the  body  are  the  weapons  of 
unrighteoufnefs,  as  the  apoftle  calls  them  ;  age  or  ficknefs,  may 
k  blunt,  or  br^ak  thofe  weapons,  that  the  foul  cannot  ule  them 
to  fuch  finful  pqrpofes,  and  fervices,  as  it  was  wont  to  do,  in 
the  vigorou?»  and  healthful  fcalbn  of  life ;  not  that  there  is  lef^ 
fin  in  the  heart,  but  becaufe  there  is  lefs  ftixngth  and  aftivity  in 
the  body.  Juft  as  it  is  with  at)  old  {bjdier,  who  bath  as  much 
(kill,  policy,  and  delight,  as  ever  in  roilitar|>aftion5^;  but  age, 
aiid  hard  fervices  have  fo  enfeebled  him,  that  he  caii  no  long^ci^ 
follow  the  camp.  ^ 

Fourthly y  The  crucifikipn  of  fin  doth  not  confift  in  the  (evere 
caftigation  of  the  body,  and  penancing  it  by  ftripes,  fafliqg,  and 
tlreiome  pil^tima^es.    1  his  ms^y  pafs  for  morti(icati0O  among 

X  Mortifieari  ctirnttdmn  efi:e0m  ha  p^rimi^'ut  aui  ptorfus  non 
Jit^  eut  nulla  prava  in  homing  dejfderia  cammoveaU  ft^din  cprfiort 
mort/i  iujus  uon  cQniingity  6  c.     Eftius  in  loc. 
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#afp{fts,  but  nevcf  was  any  luft  of  the  fle(h  deftroycd  by  this  ri- 
gour. Ch'rifilaas,  ludeed,  are  bouad  not  tp  indalge  and  pam* 
per  the  body,  which  is  the  iilf!rutiiient  of  fin;  nor  yet  iiiuft  we 
tbisk  that  the  (piritual  corruptions  of  the  foul  feel  thofe  (tripes 
^hkh  ^re  inflifted  upbii  the  bddy :  See  Cof.  xL  23.  it  is  not 
the  vanity  of  foperftltioDy  but  the  jwwer  of  true  religion,  which 
crpciiies  and  deAroys  corruption ;  it  is  faith  in  Chrift's  blood. 
Hot  the  fplffing  of  our  own  blood,  which  gives  fin  the  mortfti 
Wound. 

Secondfy,  Bbt  if  you  inquire,  what  then  is  implied  in  the 
ihortification  or  crucifixion  of  fin,  and  wherein  it  dothconfiA? 
laofv^er, 

Firft,  It  neccffarily  implies  the  foul's  implantation  into  Chrift, 
tfnd  uni6n  >vith  him ',  without  which  it  is  impoflible  that  any 
one  corrupeion  fhould  be  mortified,,  they  that  an  {Chrift's^ 
hcLve  crucified  the  fiejh  :  *  The  attempts  and  endeavours  of  all 
others  are  vain  and  ineffeftual :  •*  When  we  were  in  the  fleffi,* 
"  (faith  the  apoft'le)  the  motions  of  fin  which  were  by  the  law, 
**  did  work  in  our  members,  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  dicath,** 
Rom.  vii.  5.  iin  was  then  in  its  full  dominion,  no  abOinence,  ri- 
gour, or  outward  fevcrity ;  no  purpofes,  promifcs,  or  folema 
vows  could  mortify  w  deftroy  it ;  there  muft  be  an  iinplantati* 
on  into  Chrift,  before  there  can  be  any  efFedtual  crucifixion  of 
iin :  What  believer  almofl  hath  not  in  the  days  of  his  firft  con- 
viftions,  tried  all  external  methods  and  means  of  mortifying 
iin,  and  found  all,  in  experience,  to  be  to  as  little  pnrpofe  as 
the  binding  of  Sampfon  with  green  withs  or  cords  ?  Bui  whea^ 
lie  hath  once  come  to  afl:  faith  upon  the  death  of  Chrift^  tbeo 
the  defign  of  mortification  hath  profpered,  and  fucceeded  to 
good  purpoft. 

Secondly  ^  Mortification  of  fin,  implies  the  agency  of  the  Spi^ 
fit  of  God  in  that  work,  without  whoie  aiHftances,  aivd  aids  all 
our  endeavours  muft  needs  be  fruitlefe ;  Of  this  work  we  inay 
fay,  as  it  was  faid  in  another  cafc^  Zech.  iv.  6.  **  Not  by  might, 
**  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord."  When 
the  apoflle  therefore  would  ftiew  by  what  hand  this  work  of 
mortification  is  performed,  he  thus  exprcfleth  it,  Rom.  viii.  13, 
**  If  ye  through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  ye. 
**  fliall  live  ;*'  The  duty  is  ours,  but  ,ihc,  power  whereby  we 

.  *  They  miftake  the  very  pature  of  Chriftian  mortification,  who 
place  it  in  affii6ling  and  u^ng  violence  to  the  body;  whereas  true 
iDortification  refers  not  principally  to  the  body,  of  inferior  part  of 
^c  foul,  b«  chiefly  Xo  the  mind  and  wilt.    Dav.  $n  tal,  /,  256. 
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perform  it,  is  God's :  The  Spirit  is  the  poly  faccefsfiil  combatant 
again  ft  the  lorts  that,  war  in  our  members,  Gal.  v,  17.  it  is  true, 
this  excludes  not/ t)ut  Implies  our  endeavour%;  for  tit  is  we 
through  the  Spirit  th^t  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body;  but  yet 
all  our  endeavours,  without  the  Spirit's  aid  audioflueuce  avail, 
nothing. 

Thirdly t  The  crucifixion  oF  fin  neceflarily  iniplics  *i^y2i^i/^r- 
Jton  of  its  dominion  in  the  foul:  A  mortified  fin  cannot  be  a 
reigning  (In,  Rom.  vii  12,  13,  14.'  Two  things  conftituie  the 
dominion  of  fin,  viz.  the  fnlnefs  of  its  power,  &od  ithe  foul's  fub- 
je£Vion  to  it.     As  to  the  fulneis  of  its  power,  that  rifes  from  the^ 
fuitableuefs  it  hath,  and  pleafure  it  gives  to  the  corrupt  heart 
of  man  :  Ic  feems  to  he  as  neceflary  as  the  right  hand,  as  ufeful 
and  pleafant  as  the  right  eye.  Mat.  v.  ,29.  but  the  mortified  heart. 
is  dead  to  all  pleafures  and  profits  of  fin ;  it  hath  no  delight  or 
pleafure  in  it ;  it  becomes  its  burden  and  daily  complaint.    Mbr-  - 
tification  prefuppofes  the  illumination  of  the  mind,  and  convic- 
tion  of  the  confcience  ;  by  reafoo  whereof,  fin  cannot  deceive 
and  blind  the  mind,  or  bewitch  and  enfna^e  the  will  and  afieOi* 
ons,  as  it  was  wont  to  do,  and  confeqoently  its  dominion  over 
the  foul  is  dcftroyed  and  lofV.  » 

Fourthfy,  The  crucifying  of  the  fleftl  implies  a  gradual  weak'-  , 
fling  of  the  power  of  fin  in  the  foul.  Tf  he  de*ath  of  the  crofs  was 
a  flow  and  lingering  dciath,  and  the  crucified  perfod  grew  weak-^ 
cr  and  weaker  every  hour ;  fo  it  is  in  the  mortifitation  of  fin :. 
The  foul  is  flill  "  cleanfing  itfelf  from  all  fitthinefs  of  the  flefli 
•■  and  fpirit,  and  perfcfling  hollncfs  in  the  fear  of  God,"  2  CoN 
vii.  I .  *  And  as  the  body  of  fin  is  weakened  more  and  more ;  fo 
the  inward  man,'or  the  new  crearure,is  **  renewed  day  by  day, 
2  Cor.  iv.  16.  For  fanaification  is  a  progreffive  work  of  the  Spi- 
rit :  And  as  hplinefs  increafes,  and  roots  itfelf  deeper  and  deeper  in 
the  foul ;  fo  the  power  and  interefl  of  fin  proportiooably  abates, 
and  finks  lower  and  lower,  until  at  length  it  be  fwallowed  up  in 
vifl-ory. 

Fifthly^  The  crucifying  of  the  flefli,  tiotes  to  11$  the  believers 
defigned  application  (faftjpiritual  means f  and  fanftified  inflru- 
ments,  for  the  deflruftion  of  it :  There  is  nothing  in  this  world 
which  a  gracious  heart  more  vehemently  defires,  and  longs  for, 
than  the  death  of  fin,  and  perfect  deliverance  from  it,  Rom.  yii»^ 
24.  the  fincerity  of  which  defires  doth  accordingly  manifefl  it- 
felf ia  the  daily  application  <i  all  God's  remedies ;  fuch  are  daily 
\lratching  againft  the  bcclifions  of  fin,  Job  xxxi.  1*  "  I  have 
**  made  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes ;"  mor^  than  ordinary  vigt- 
laacy  over  their  fpeci&l  or  proper  fin,  Pfal.  xviii.  23.  **  i  kept. 
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**  myielC  froini  mine  Iniqaky :"  Earncft  crle$  to  heaven  ftrr  pre- 
tenttog  grace.  Pfal.  xix.  13.  •*  Keep  bacK  thy  iernnt  alfo  from 
**  preurmptoptw  fins,  Ictr  them  not  have  domhiion  over  me  :'*^ 
Deephambiiags  of  ibul  for  flospaft,  which  is  an  exccHenc  pre^ 
Tentive  onto  future  fios,  a  Cor.  ii.  i  u  "  in  that  ye  ftMrrowe^ 
••  after  a  godly  fort,  what  carefulncfs  wrought  It.^  Care  to 
gli^e  no  furtherance  or  advantage  to  the  deiign  of  nn,  by  mak- 
ing provifion  for  the  Se(b,  to  fulfil  the  lufis  thereof  as  others 
A3,  Rom.  xliK  13,  14.  WiUingaefs  to  bear  the  doe  reproofs  of 
fto,  Pfal.  cxli.  5.  "  JLet  the  righteous  (mite  me,  it  ftiall  be  a 
«*  knidnefs  :'*  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  means  of  mortification,  .rer 
generate  fouls  are  daily  ufing,  and  applying^  in  order  to  the 
death  of  fin.  And  (o  much  of  the  nrft  particular,  what  th^ 
Qiortificatton  of  fin,  or  crucifying  of  the  flefb  implies. 

Secendty,  In  the  next  place,  we  (hall  examine  the  reaf5nSt^ 
why  this  work  of  the  Spirit  is  exprefled  under  thsLt'trope^  or  fi- 
gurative expreflion,  of  crucifying  the  fle/b.    Now  the  ground^  • 
and  reafon  of  the  u(e  of  this  exprefiion,  is  therefemblance  y^hidx  . 
the  mortification  cf  fin  bears  unto  the  death  of  the  crof$ :  And^ 
this  appears  in  five  particulars. 

Firfti  The  death  of  the  crofs  was  a  pai^ul  d^atb,  and  the 
mortification  of  fin  is  a  very  painful  work.  Mat.  xxv.  29.  it  i$^ 
^^  the  cutting  off  our  right  hands,  and  plucking  out  pur  right 
eyes ;  it  will  coft  many  thoufsnd  tears,  and  groans,  prayers, 
ftnd  flrong  cries  to  heaven,  before  one  fin  will  be  mortified. 
Vpon  the  account  of  the  difficulty  of  this  work,  and  mainly  up- 
00  this  account,  the  (cripture  faith,  **  narrow  is  the  way,  and^ 
«^  Arait  ii  the  gate  that  ieadtth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that 
<*  find  it,"  Mat.  vii.  14.  and  that  the  righteous  themfelves  are 
/carcefy  fnved* 

Secondly ^  The  death  of  the  crols  W2isuniver/ally  painful;  eve- 
ry member,  every  Icnle,  every  finew,  every  nerve  was  the  feat 
and  fubjeA  of  tormqnUog  pain. :  So  is  it  in  the  mortification  of. 
£n ;  it  Is  not,  this,  or  that  particular  member,  or  aA;  but  the 
^hole  body  of  fin  tjiat  is  to  be  deftroyed,  Rxim.  vi.  6.  and  ac- 
eordiUgly  the;  cotiflift  isf  In  every  faculty  of  the  foul;  ^r  the. 
Spirit  of  C3od,  by  wfepfe  haiid  %  is  mord^ed^  doth  not  com* 
bat  witb  this,  or  tisat  pai^trpular  lull  only,  but  with  fin>  as  fin ; 
and  for  that  fcafoti  with  every  finj,  m,eveiy  faculty  of  ihe::fojiJ. 
^  9o  that  there  arc  cpnflS^,  arid'  angulAi  iinvevery  par^.  n : 

TUrdfy,  The  dieith  of  iht crofi ym.ii^fioWf  a^  lingering 
dtatbi  denying  unto  them  that  (bfih-ed  lit  the  favour  of  a  quick, 
4l^tch.    JuftfcitiSiathedeathot^n;  thougji  the  SJpirit  ot 

Rrr 
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God  be  mortifying  it  day  by  day,  t  yet  this  is  a  truth  iealed  by 
the  fad  experience  of  all  believers  in  the  world,  that  Jin  is  hng 
a  dying  :  And  if  we  ask  a  reafon  of  this  difpenfation  of  God, 
among  others,  this  feems  to  be  one ;  corruptions  in  believers. 
Tike  the  Canaanites  in  the  land  of  Ifrael,  are  left  to  prove,  and 
to  exercife  the  people  of  God,  to  keep  us  watching  .and  prajing, 
Diourning  and  believing ;  yea,  wondering,  and  admiring  ac  the 
riches  of  pardoning,  and  preferving  mercy  all  our  days. 

Fourthly^  The  death  of  the  crofs  was  a  very  opprobrious,  and 
Jhameful  death ;  they  that  died  upon  the  crofs  were  loaded  with 
ignominy;  the  crimes  for  which  they  died  were  expofed  to  the 
public  view ;  after  this  manner  dieth  fin,  a  very  (hameful,  and 
ignominious  death.  Every  true  believer  draws  up  a  charge  a- 
gainft  it  in  every  prayer,  aggravates  and  condemns  it  in  every 
confeflion,  bewails  the  evil  of  it  with  multitudes  of  tears  and 
groans,  making  fin  as  vile,  and  odious  as  they  can  find  words  ta 
cxprefs  it,though  not  fo  vile  as  it  is  in  its.  own  nature.  "O  my 
*'  God  (faith  Ezra)  I  ani  afhamed,  and  even  bluQi  to  look  np 
•*  unto  thee/'  Ezra  ix.  6,  So  Daniel  in  his  confeflion,  Dan.  ix* 
7.  "  O  Lord,  righteoufnefs  belongeth  unto  thee,  but  unto  us 
•'  confufion  of  faces,  as  at  this  day.'*  Nor  can  it  grieve  any 
believer  in  the  world,  to  accufe,  condemn,  and  (hame  himfelf 
for  fin,  whilft  he  remembers  and  confiders,  .thajt  all  that  ftiamc 
and  confufion  of  face  which  he  takes  to  himfelf,  goes  to  the  vin- 
dication, glory  and  honour  of  his  God:  As  David  was  content 
to  be  more  vile  ftill  for  God,  fo  it  pleafeth  the  heart  of  a  Chri- 
ftian  to  magnify,  and  advance  the  name,  and  glory  of  God,  bj 
cxpofing  his  own  (hame,  in  humble,  and  broken-hearted  coo* 
feffions  of  fin. 

Fifthly^  In  a  word,  the  death  of  the  crofs  was  not  a  natural^ 
hut  a  violent  death :  Such  alfo  is  the  death  of-fin :  fin  dies  not' 
of  its  own  accord,  as  nature  dieth  in  old  men,  in  whom  the 
balfamum  radicafe^  or  radical  moifture  is  confumed ;  for  if  the 
Spirit  of  God  did  not  kill  it,  it  would  live  to  eternity  in  the. 
ibuls  of  men ;  it  is  not  the  everlafiing  burnings,  aod  all  the 
wrath  of  God  which  lies  upon  the  damned  for  ever,  that  can 
deftroy  fin.  Sin,  like  ^/alamander,  can  live  to  eternity  in  the 
fire  of  God's  wrath ;  fo  that  either  it  muft  die  a  violent  death 

t  Mortification  of  fin  is  not  c6in|Jeated  in  one  moment,  but  is  a: 
daily  conflift.  -  Sin  languishes  as  fboo  as  the  work  of  mortification  is 
.  began ;   in  the  progrefs  of  it,  fin  waftes  and  pines  away,  and  10 
the  end,  even  at  our  deatli,  it  is  deftroyed.     Origen  on  Ep.  /# 

Rem,  ,       ' 
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by  the  hand  of  tie  Spirit,  or  it  never  dieih  at  all.  And  thus 
you  fee,  why  the  mortification  of  fm  is,  /r(?/>2Vtf//v,  exprelFedby 
the  crucifying  of  the  flefti. 

Thirdly t  Why  all  that  arc  in  Chrift  muft  be  fo  aucified,  or 
tnortified  unto  An :  And  the  neceffity  of  this  will  appear  divers 
ways. 

Pirftt  From  the  inconfift^ncy  and  contrariety  that  there  is 
betwixt  Chrift  and  unmortified  lull,  Gal.  v.  17.  '^Thefear^ 
•*  contrary  the  one  to  the  other."  There  is  a  threefold  incon- 
fiftency  betwixt  Chrift  and  fuch  corruptions ;  they  are  not  only 
contrnry  to  the  holinefs  of  Chrift^  i  John  iii.  6.  **  Whofoever  a- 
**  bideth  in  him  finneth  not ;  whofoever  fmneth  hath  not  feea 
**  him,  neither  known  him,"  (u  e.)  whofoever  is  thus  ingulph- 
ed  and  plunged  into  the  luft  of  the  fleih,  can  have  no  communion 
with  the  pure  and  holy  Chrift  ;  but  there  is  alfo  an  inconfiften- 
cy  betwixt  fuch  fin  and  the  homitr  of  Chrift,  %  Tim.  ii.  19. 
**  Let  every  one  that  nameih  the  name  of  Chrift,  depart  from. 
'*  iniquity:*'  As  Alexander  faid  to  a  foldier  of  his  name,  recov' 
dare  nominis  Mexandriy  remenibcr  thy  name  is  Alexander,  and 
do  no  nothing  unworthy  of  that  name.  And  unmortified  lufts 
are  alfo  contrary  to  the  dominion,  and  government  of  Chrijl, 
Luke  ix.  23.  "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  hirii  deny 
**  himfclf  and  take  up,  his  crofs  daily,  and  follow  me  :*'  Tbefe 
are  the  felf-denying  terms  upon  which  all  men  are  admitted  inio 
Chrift*s  fervice :  And  without  mortification  and  fdf- denial,  he 
allows  no  man  to  call  him  Lord  and  Mafter. 

Secondly,  The  neceffity  of  mortification  appears,  from  the 
neceffiiy  of  conformity  betwixt  Chrift  the  head,  and  all  the 
members  of  his  myftical  body ;  for  how  incongruous  and  un- 
comely would  it  be  to  fee  a  holy,,  heavenly  Chrift,  leading  a 
company  of  unclean,  carnal,  and  fenfual  members  ^  Matth.  xi. 
29.  "  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am 
**  meek  and  lowly,"  q.  d.  it  would  be  monftrous  to  the  world, 
to  behold  accompany  of  lions  and  wolves  followiug  a  meek  and 
harmlefs  lamb  :  Men  of  raging,  and  unmortified  lufts,  profeffing 
and  owning  me  for  their  head  of  government :  And  again,  i 
John  ii.  6.  "  He  that  faith  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  himfelf  alfa 
•*  fa  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked,'*  q,  d.  either  imitate. Chrift 
in  your  praSfice,  or  never  make  pretenfions  to  Chrift  in  your 
profeffwn  :  This  was  what  the  apoftle  complained  of,  Phil,  iii. 
18.  for  "  many  walk  of  whom  I  have  told  ypu  often,  and  now 
*'  tell  you,  even  weeping,  that  they  are  the  enemies  of  the  crOfs 
**  of  Cl^rift;'*  Men  cannot  Hudy  to  put  a  greater  difhonour  and 
"        "  Rrr  i  ^ 
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reproicb  upon  Ghrift,  than  by  making  his  iMne  and  profeffioa 
a  cloke  and  cover  to  their  filthy  lofts. 

Thirdly^  The  neceffityof  cnidfyiog  the  fle(b,  appears  from 
the  sdetbod  of  ftlvatioo,  as  it  b  flated  io  the  goipef .  God  every 
n^here  requires  the  pra£lioe  of  ttiortiiicatioq,  under  paio  of  dam* 
nation.  Mat.  xviii.  8.  "  Wherefore  if  thy  hand,  or  thy  foo^ 
**  offend  thee;  cut  them  ioC  and  cail  them  from  tfaee :  it  js  bet* 
^  ter  for  thee  to  enter  into  life  halt,"  or  maimed^  rathor  than^ 
*^  having  two  bands,  or  two  feet,  to4>e  caft  intoeverlaftiog&e.** 
The  goipel  legitimates  no  hopes  of  ialvatioUi  but  Aidi  as  an 
accompanied  with  ierious  endeavours  of  mortification.  \  Joha 
iii.  3*  *'  Every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  pnrifieth  hioi* 
''  feif,  even  as  he  is  pore."  'Twas  obe  Special  end  of  Cbrift's 
coming'  into  the  world,  **  to  fave  his  people  from  tbeir  £0%** 
Mat.  i.  21.  nor  wjU  he  be,  a  (avioor  onto  any  who  remain  aader 
the  dominion  of  their  own  hift^i 

Fourthly^  The  whole  fiream,  and  current  of  the  gofpel,  pots 
us  under  the  neceflity  of  mortification  \  gofpeUpreoep ts  have  re* 
fpefl  unto  this«  Col.  iil.  5.  **  Mortify  your  members,,  therefer<^ 
^  which  are  upon  the  earth."  i  Pet.  i.  i^,  ••  Be  ye  holy,  for  { 
''  am  holy/'  Gofpel  prefidents  have  rerpeft  unto  this,  Heb.m 
I.  ^VWberefore  feeing  we,  alio,  are  coQpailedabout  witbibgreat 
^'  a  cloud  of  witoefles,  let  us  lay  afide  every- weight,  and  the 
<'  £0  which  doth  b  eafily  befet  us,"  ^c,  Gofpel  threateaiop 
are  iivritten  for  this  endy'knd  do  all  prefs  mortification  in  a  thoo* 
dering  dialed,  Rom.  viii.  13.  *'  If  ye  live  after  the  fle(h,  ye  (hall 
"  die."  Rom.  i,  18,  "  The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from hea« 
**  ven,.  agamft  all  ungodlioefs,  and  unrighteou&efe  of  inea.** 
The  prtmiftidi  thp  gofpel  are  written  defignedly  to  fwomote  i^ 
^  i^n  vii.  r;  ''  Having  therefore  thele  promifes,  dearly  bek^vie^ 
**  let  us  deanfe  oijriclves  from  all  filthioefs  of  fle(h  and  fpirit, 
"  perfeAiog  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God."  But  in  ran  are  aU 
thefe  precepts,  prefidents,  threateoings,  and  promi(es  written  ia 
the  fcripture,  except  mortification,  be  the  dally  ftody,  and  prac- 
tice of  profcflbrs. 

Fifthly^  Mortification  is  the  very  fcope  and  aim  of  oar  regeof  • 
ration,  and  the  Infufion  of  the  principles  of  grace*  '*  If  we  U?e 
**  io  the  fpirit,  let  us  walk  in  the  fpirit,"  Gal.  v.  25.  In  ^in  wera 
the  habits  of  grace  planted,  if  the  fruits  of  holiRcfs,  and  toari* 
ficatfon,  be  not  produced ;  yea,  mortification  b  ooconly  tbed^* 
iign,  and  aim,  but  it  is  a  fpecial  part,  even  the  one  half  of  Qi|r 
lanftificatioQ. 

Siiftbfy,  If  mortification  be  not  the  daily.  pra£tt<se,  and  en4ea« 
rwr  ct  believers,  then  the  way  tg  beaveui  np  way  ai^wers  to 
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ChriU'sdefcripdMof  it  in  the  goTpdi*  He  tells  us^  Mat.  ^.  13* 
I4«  **  Widie  is  the  gate^  and  broad  is  the  ^ay  that  leadeth  to  dptb 
**  firnAion,,  and  msmj  there  be  that  go  in  thereat;  becauie 
"  ftfait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  if  the  way  which  leadeth  unto 
f  <  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it."  Well,  then,  either  Clirift 
giiift  be  niiftaken  in  the  acconnt  he  gave  of  the  way  to  glory,  or 
die  all  unmortified  perfc»s  are  out  of  the  way  :  for  what  makei 
the  way  of  lalvation  narrow^  but  the  difficulties,  and  ieveritics 
of  mortification  ? 

Seventhly^  In  a  word,  he  that  denies  the  neceiCty  of  mortifi* 
cation,  co&foundi  ail  dilcriminating  marks  betwixt  (aints,  and 
dinners ;  pulls  down  the  pale  of  diflin^on,  and  lets  the  world  ia« 
to  tbedhurch,  and  the  church  Into  the  world :  Tis  a  great  de« 
£gn  <ai  the  gofpel,  to  prefenre  the  boundaries  betwixt  the  one 
WL  the  other,  Rom.  iL  7,'  8.  Rom«  vUi.  i,  4^.  5,  6,  13.  But  if 
men  may  be  Chrifiians  without  mortification,  we  may  as  well  go 
into  the  tan^ims^  ale*h9ufes^  or  brothel-houfes^zmoxxg  the  roarings 
or  ibttifh  crew  of  finners^  and  lay,  here  are  thoie  that  are  redeem^ 
ed  by  the  blood  of  ChriU ;  here  are  his  difdples,  and  followers  ^ 
as  go  to  feek  them  in  the  pureft  churches,  or  moft  flriflly  reli* 
gious  families :  by  all  which  the  nece^ty  of  mortifiation,  mita 
all  tbatare  in  Chrift,  is  abundantly  evidenced. 

.Ftturtkfy^  hx  the  next  place,  we  are  to  enquire  into  the  true 
frimiifU  of  mortification ;  'tis  true,  there  are  many  ways  at* 
tempted,  by  men,  for  the  mortification  of  fin,  and  many  mica 
laid  down,  to  guide  men  in  that  great  work  ;  fome'of  whtgh 
are  very  trifling,  and  impertinent  things :  fuch  are  thole  pre« 
icribed  by  Pcpijb  Friaries.  -  But  t  (hall  lay  down  this  as  a  fttre 
^^nclufipn,  that  tki  fanSi/ying  Spirit  it  themfy  fffeShi&l  prin* 
dpU  cf  mortificatim;  and,  without  him,  no  reiolutlons,  vows« 
abAineoi^^,  q^fiigations  of  the  body,  or  any  other  external  endea- 
vours, can  ever  avail,  to  the  mortification  of  one  fin.  The  wffral 
Hiaihitu  have  prefcribed  many  pretty  rules,  and  helps^  for  tho 
Jbppreflioo  of  vice  x  Arifiides,  Seneca,  and  Cato,  were  renowtH 
ed,  among  ibem,  upon  this  account :  formal  Chrifiians,  have> 
alio,  gone  far  in  the  reformation  of  their  lives,  but  could  never 
attain  trne  mortification ;  formality  pares  off  the  excrefcetice^ 
of  vice,  but  never  kills  the  root  of  it ;  it  ufually  recovers,  itfelf 
2^ai%  and  their  fouls,  like  a  body  not  Well  purged,  relapies  in- 
to a  worie  condition  than  before.  Mat.  xil.  43, 44.  a  Pet.  it.  ao^ 

This  work  of  mortification,  is  peculiar  to  the  Spirit  of  God, 
Rom.  viii*  ij.  Oal.  v.  17.  and  the  Spirit  becomes  a  principle  of 
mortfficacio^  in  believers  two  ways,  iiamely, 

I.  By  the  imjtlanjiation  of  ooauaf;  ii«)bits. 
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3.  By  al&fliog  tbofe  implaated  habits^  in  all  the  times  of 
oced. 

Firft^  The  Spirit  of  God  implants  habits  of  a  contrary  na- 
ture, which  are  deflrudlive  to  fin,  and  are  purgatiVe  of  corrop- 
tioo,  I  John  V.  4.  Afls  xv.  9.  Grace  is,  6>  corruption,  what 
water  is  to  fire  ;  bqtwixt  which,  there  is  both  a  formal  and  ef^ 
fe£tive  9ppofiUon;  a  contrariety,  both  in  nature,  and  opera^' 
tion,  GaJ.  v.  17.  There  is  a  threefold,  remarkable  advantage, 
given  us  by  grace,  for  the  deftruflion,  and  mortification  of  fm. 
For, 

Firfly  Grace  gives  the  mind,  and  heart  of  man,  a  contrary  bent, 
and  inclination;  by  reafon  whereof,  fpiritual,  and  heavenly 
things,  become  connatural,  to  the  regenerate  (bul.  Rom.  vii. 
22.  "For  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inner-man." 
SanQification  is,  in  the  foul,  as  a  living  fpring  running  with  a 
kind  oi  central  force  heaven-ward,  John  iv<  14. 

Secondly^  Holy  principles  deftroy  the  intereft  that  fin  once 
had  in  the  love,  and  delight  of  the  foul ;  the  fanflified  foul  can* 
Hot  take  pleaftire  in  fin,  or  find  delight  in  that  which  grieves 
God,  -as  it  was  wont  td  do  ;  but  that  which  was  the  objeft  of 
delight,  hereby  becomes  |he  objeft  of  grief,  and  hatred.  Rom. 
viL  15.  What  Ihate^  that  I  do. 

Thirdfy^  From  both  tbefe  follow  a  third  advantage  for  the 
mortification  of  fin,  in  as  much  as  fin  being  contrary  to  the  new 
nature,  and  the  objeft  of  grief,  and  hatred,  cannot  poffibly  be 
committed  without  reiuftancy,  and  very  fenfiblc  regret  of  mind; 
and  aftlons  done  with  regret,  are  neither  done  frequently,  nor 
eafily.  The  cafe  of  a  regenerate  foul,  under  the  furpHzals,  and 
|>articttlar  viftories  of  temptation,  being  like  that  of  a  captive  in 
war,  who  marches,  not  with  delight,  but  by  confiraint,  among 
his  Enemies  *.  So  the  apoftle  exprcfleth  himfelf,  Rom.  vii.  23. 
••  But  1  fee  another  law,  in  my  members,  warring  againfl  the  Jaw 
**  of  my  mind  ;  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  unto  the  law  of 
"  fin,  which  is  in  my  ipeinbcrs."  Thus  the  Spirit  of  God  pro- 
motes the  defign  of  mortification,  by  the  implantation  of  contrary 
habits. 

Secondly^  By  affifting  thofe  gracious  habits,  in  all  the  times 
of  need,  which  he  doth  many  ways  ;  fometimes»  notably  awak- 
ening, add  rouzing  grace,  out  of  the  dull,  and  fleepy  habit, 
and  drawing  forth  the  aftivity,  and  power  of  it,  into  aftoal, 
and  iucccfsful  refinances  of  temptations.     As. Gen.  xxxix.  9. 

•  AixfutXiart^w,  i,  e.  When  one  is  fo  taken  that  he  can  neilhcjf 
ilroggle,  nor  icilil  him*by  whom  he  is  takea  captiyc. 
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♦*  How  can  I  do  this  great  wickednefe,  and  fin  agalnft  God  ?" 
Holy  fear  Iwakens  firft  aad  r^ifes  all  the  powers  of  grace  in  the 
Ibul,  to  make  a  vigorous  refiftaoce  of  temptation :  the  Spirit^ 
alfo  ttrcngthens  weak  grace,  in  the  foul.  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  *•  My 
•*  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee,  for  my  ftrengjh  is  made  pcrfeft  la 
**  weaknefs :"  And,  by  reafon  of  grace,  thus  implanted,  and 
thusafliftcd,  "  he  that  is  born  of  God,  keepeth  himfelf,  and 
"  the  wicked  one  toucheth  him  not." 

Fifthly^  The  laft  query,  to  be  fatisfied, '  is,  how  mortification 
of  fin  folidly  evinceth  the  foul's  intereft  in  Chrift  ;  and  this  it 
doth  divers  ways,  afibrdiag  the  mortified  foul  many  found  evi- 
dences thereof.     As, 

Evidence,  i.  "\Vbatfoever  evidences  the  indwelling  of  the 
holy  Spirit  of  God  in  us,  muft  needs  be  evidential  of  a  faving 
intereft  in  Chrift,  as  hath  been  fully  proved  before ;  but  the 
mortification  of  fin  doth  plainly  evidence  the  indwelling  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  for,  as  we  proved  but  now,  it  can  proceed  froni 
DO  other  principle.  There  is  as  ilrong,  and  infeparable  a  con- 
nexion betwixt  mortification,  and  the  fpirit,  as  betwixt  the  cf- 
feft,  and  its  proper  caufe ;  and  the  felf-fame  connexion  be* 
twixt  the  inbeing  of  the  Spirit,  and  union  with  Chrift :  So  that 
to  reafon  from  mortification,  to  the  inhabitation  of  the  Spirit, 
and  from  the  inhabitation  of  the  Spirit  to  our  union  with  Chrift, 
is  a  ftrong  fcriptural  way  of  reafoning. 

Evidence  2.  That  which  proves  a  foul  to  be  under  the  c(^ve' 
nant  of  grace  ^  evidently  proves  its  intereft  in  Chrift  ;  for  Chrift 
IS  the  head  of  that  coruenant,  and  none,  but  found  believers,  are 
under  the  blefBngs,  and  promifes  of  it :  but  mortification  of  fin 
is  a  found  evidence  of  the  foul's  being  under  the  covenant  of 
grace,  as  is  plain,  from  thofe  words  of  the  apoftlc,  Rom.  Vi.  12,. 
13,  14.  "Let  not  fin,  therefore,  reign  in  your  mortal  body, 
*•  that  ye  ftiould  obey  it  in  the  luft  thereof;  neither  yield  ye 
*«  your  members,  as  inftruments  of  unrighteoufnefs  unto  fin  ; 
**  but  yield  .yourfelves  unto  God,  as  thofe  that  are  aUve  from 
•*  the  dead,  and  your  members  as  inftrumetxts  of  righteoufncfs 
**  unto  God  :  for  fin  ftiall  not  have  dominion  over  you  ;  for  ye  , 
V  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace."  Where  theapoftle 
prefleth  believers  unto'  mortification  by  this  encouragement, 
that  it  will  be  a  good  evidence  unto  them  of  a  new  covenant-in- 
tercft ;  for  all  legal  duties,  and  endeavours,  can  never  mortify 
fin  :  'tis  the  Spirit,  in  the  new  covenant,  which  produces  this. 
Whoever,  therefore,  hath  his  corruptions  mortified,  hath  his  in- 
tereft in  the  covenant,  and  confequently  in  Chrift,  fo  for  cleared 
liOtoMfli, 


